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PRICE MOVEMENTS, OCTOLLR PRELIMINLRY )*
COST OF LIVING: The Dominion purcau of Statistics cost-of-living index declined

from 162.3 ot September lst to 162.2 at October lst, This placed
the index 2,6 points above the level of a year ago, as contrasted with an advance of 17.4
points recorded between October 1, 1947 and Octover 1, 1948, The tenth of a point decline
during September was caused mainly by decreases in foods which proved of more importance
than increases for coal, coke and gasoline, The latter followed the estublisiment of a
nremivi on the United States dollar,

The food index decreased {rom 207,0 to 205,C as slight price
reductions were registered for beef, lamb, pork, eggs, oranges and both fresh and canned
vegetebles, These overbalanced small inereascs in vutter, lard, coffee and lcmons, The
only other group index to show a decrease was homefurnishings and services, which moved
from 167.4 to 167.2, principally due to o decline in the averzge price of radlos, ligher
prices for United States anthracite cowl and coke were sufficient to raisc tne fuel and
light index from 130,1 to 134.1. The clothing index advanced 0.5 points to 184.1,
Increases in men's winter overcoats and rubbers were largely responsible, The Index of
niscellaneous items noved from 128,9 to 130.2 reflecting inereases in gasoline and
Montreal street car fares, The rent index remained unchanged at 123.9,

From Auzust 1939 tc October 1949 the inerease in the cost-of-living

index was 6G,9 percent,

Dominion Cogt-of-Liviiy: Inderos (;g;gzéqfigog o -

Home
. Fuecl .
Combined Rl Rent aﬁ; C;athu furnish- Migcell-
Index Licht | 198 ings and aneous
L5 L Services

October 1, 1949 162.2 205,0 | 123,92} 134.1 |184.1 167.2 18052
September 1, 19491 162.3 207,08 | 123.9 130,1 {183.53 NS ot 1288
October 1, 1948 15G. 205.4 {1 121,01 128,38 1181, 165,1 1244 b
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WHOLESALL PRICES (WERKLY): Prices of industrial materials moved irregularly during
(1926 = 100)

October, and the Lureau's index, on the base 1926 = 100,
roge fron 149.0 for the week ending September 30 to 149.2 for the weck ending October 28,
At this lovel it was 7.7 percent below the final week in October 1348, and 8,5 porcent
below the peiak of 163.2 touched for the fourth weck of August 1948, Iigier quotations
were noted for vood puip, scrap steel, crude oil, coal, hides, wheat and oats, while
deelired occurred in gpruce and {ir luaber, steers, hogs, lead and zinc., The index for
Canadian Farm Products at wholesale fell from 145.8 to 144.6 in the same period., Hides

and fluid milk advanced, but potatoes, hay, livestock, eggs and raw wool declined,

Wocicly Wholesale Price Indecres, (1926 = 100)

T

Week Inded - Monthly Average

Sent. ct, Oct, Oct. Oct., Oct . Sept,. | Oct,
30th 7th 14th 21st 28th 1949 1949 1948

Indusirizl Materials LA920F 148.9+.1 1400 | 14941 | 179.8 126 .1 § VI e AER a0
Canadian Form Products - | 145.8 | 144.© | 145.1 | 144.8 | LiL.6 0.9 i TAR5e Y A2

SECURITIES: Common stock prices on Canadian exchanges recorded consider-
able strength in October. Uy the final weck of the month
lsvels closely corresponded with those obtaining at the beginning of 1949, When compared
vith the mid-year low point of 98,5 touched for the weck of June 16, the advance in the
corposite index has amounted to 17.5 points, Detween the weeks of September 29 and
October 27 the Investors! index for 106 common stocks rose 5.5.points to 116,0. In the
same period, the group index for 82 industrials advanced 6,0 poinis to 109.8; 8 banks
5,7 points to 141.4 and 16 utilities 1,8 poinis to 122,56, In the mining stock section,
indexes for Loth golds and base metals were firmer, A weekly index for the former rose
3. points to 77,0 betveen Jeptemier 29 and October 27, while a corresponding series for
5 bage metals moved wp 5.1 voinis to 126.0, The compositbe index for 3C mining stocks

recorded a gain of 4.0 points to 93.,% in the same interval,
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Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39 = 100
Weelr Ended - Monthly Average
(1949)
Sept. { Oct,. Oct, Oct, Oct, Oct, Sept, Oct,
29th 6th 13th 20th 27th 1949 1949 1948
INVESTORS! PRICE INDEX
(106 Cormon StockS)sesesse 110,5 { 112.4¢ 114.,3 | 114.4 | 116.0 ' 1343 | 10946 | 1168
82 IndustrialSsecescecses 103,38 | 105,88} 107.9 | 108.1 | 109.8 107.9 | 102.2 | 111.6
LG TR tA08 es n 5 0.5 s vaei 12C.8 | 120,99 122,6 | 121.,5 ] 122.6 131,9 | 122.:7 | 1232
B BB, Jibas o b » IV Ve 13d4h W B9 "138:% § A0 I21.L 139.8] 135.2 | 128
MINING STOCK PRICE ILDEX
( 30 StOCkS).....-..-o¢.oo 89.8 90.7 91.0 901() 9308 9105 89.9 8205
25 Goldsoo.oaooo-- ves e 73 .6 73.9 74,.2 7/;.3 77.0 74.9 75.0 62.2
5 Base MetalSeseossssas 121.5 {1 123,3] 123.8 | 122.5 ] 126.,6 124,11 118,8 123.4
DOMINIOQN OF C/iJIADA LONGe
TERM SONDS - YIRID IHDEX 90,5 89,2 89.2 89.2 38.6 2 | 91,8 96,3

¥ Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include data covering Newfoundland

{5 Inquiries concerning indexes in this rclease should be directed to Prices Section,

Labour and Prices Division,
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