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PRICE MOVEMINTS, FEBRUARY, 1949 (PRELIMINARY)

COST OF LIVING: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index declined from

159.6 to 159.5 between January 3 and February 1, 1949, A dszup in
the. food index from 202.2 to 200.4 overbalanced increases for fuel and light, home-
furnishings and services, and miscellaneous items. Egg prices again moved sharply
lower, while meats and shortening were also down. Citrus fruits advanced, with other
foods showing 1ittle change. Firmness in coal and coke moved the fuel and light
series up from 130.0 to 130.8. Homefurnishings and services also gained 0.8 to 167.8.
There was a rise in miscellancous items from 1l26.6 to 128.1 as tobacco, cigars, snd
theatre admissions showed some increases. The clothing index dropped fractionally
from 181.9 to 181.8. There was no February re..calculation of the rent index which
remains at 121.7.

The Pebruary, 1949 cost-of-living index was 58.2 per cent above
the August, 1939 level,

Dominion Cost-cf-Living Indexes (1935.39=100)

Home
Combined Food Rent Fuel Cloth- furnish-|Miscell-
Index and ing ings and |aneous
Light Services
February 1, 1949 159.5 200.4 121.7 130.8 181.8 167.8 128.1
January 3, 1949 153.6 202.2 121.7 130.90 181.9 167.0 126.6
February 2, 1948 T 186.1 119.9 120.1 165,1 159.9 122.8
!
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WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEXLY): The index of Industrial Material Prices continued to
(1926=100)

move downward in February, dropping from 160.5 for
the week ending January 28 to 159.2 for the week ending February 25, as lower
quotations ruled for ocats, steers, gum rosin, raw wool and raw rubber.
Canadian Farm Products declined from 147.8 to 145.1 in the same period. Increases
were noted in poultry, eggs and potatoes, but these failed to offset reductions

in grains, hay, hides and sking, livestcck and raw wool.

Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, 1926=100

Week ended - Monthly Average -

Jan. Feb. Feb. Feb. Feb. Feb. Jan. Feb.
28th 4th 1llth 18th 25th 1949 1949 1948

Industrial materials 160.6 4 160.0 | 159.7 [159.9 '[156S73 I 159%6-1 FOIF FEe6L 4

*Canadian Farm Products 147.8 146.4 146.0 |145.5 |[145.1 145.8 | 148.6 | 145.¢

* Revised as an additional payment, retroactive to August 1, 1945, of twenty cents
a bushel was announced for western wheat growers.

SECURITIES: The Investors' index for 106 common stocks registefad a further drop
in February to 105.2 for the week of the 24th compared with 112.2 for
January 27th. During the same interval 82 industrial shares declined 7.6 points to
99.4 while 16 utilities weakened 6.2 points to 111.6 and 8 banks 1.5 to 130.4.
Mining stock prices also receded in February as the composite index for 30 repre-
sentative issues declined 4.2 points to 83.2. Among sub-group changes base metal
shares moved down 11.2 points to 115.C while the index for 25 gold stocks dropped

18.(Qk-t'0 67.C.



Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39=100
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Week ended - Monthly Average -
= 2dn9, 49902
Jan. Fev. Feb. Feb. Feb., Feb. Jan. Feb.
27th 3rd 10th | 17th |24th [ 1949 1949 1948
INVESTORS' PRICE INDEX
(106 Common Stocks) 112,2 | 110.5 [108.5 | 108.C |105.2 | 108.1 | 114.3 | l02.2
82 Industrials 107.0 | 104.9 |102.6 | 102.0 | 99.4 | 102.2 | 109.3 | 96.0
16 Utilities AR |-137.2 ] W5, 4.4-116c) | 111,670 Lhsu ) f i 0K
8 Banks 121.9,|,130.8 | 131.7 | 130.9 |130.4 || 131.0 | 132.6 | 129.7
MINING STOCK PRICE INDEX
(30 Stocks) 87.4 88.1 | 86.6]| B5.5| 83.2 [ 8549 88.9 83.3
25 Golds £68.0 70.1 | 69.6| 68.3 | 67.0|l 68.8 69.1 71.8
5 Base Metals 126.2 | 123.6 |120.0 | 119.5 [115.0 1119.5 | 128.6 | 104.9
DCMINICN OF CANADA LONG-
TERM BONDS - YI®LD INDEX 954 7 95.4 | 95.4| 95.4 | 95.4 | 95.4 95.4 92,1
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