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PRICE MOV4TS, MRN. 1949 (PLtMINAHY) 

COST OF LIVfl 	The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index fell from 

1595 to 159.2 between February 1 and March 1, 1949. As in the 

preceding month, declines in foods outweighed scattered increases In several other 

buiget groups. PrIce reductions for shortening products 1, meats, butter and eggs 

were mainly responsible for the food Index moving down from 2004 to 1991.- There 

were moderate offsetting seasonal Increases In a few vegetab1ea The clothing in-

dex rose from 181.8 to l827, and hornefurnlshtngs and servicea gained fractionally 

from 1678 to 167:9. Fael and light also moved up a small amount from 130.8 to 

131:Oc The mIscellaneous items Index held at 1281, and the rent index continues 

nominally at 121,7 until returns from the March  survey are complete. 

The March 1949 cost-of-living index was 57.9 per cent above the 

August 1, 1939 level., 

Dominion Ccret 

Combined Food 
Index 

March 	1, 1949— 	159.2 	199.1 
February l 1949 	159.5 	200:. 4 
March 	1, 1948. 	1508 	185.9 

of.L1ving Indexes (193539=100)  
- 

Home 
Rent 	Fuel 	cloth- 	furrIsh Misceli- 

and 	Ing 	ing.s and aneous 
Light 	Servceo 

1217 	1310 	182:7 	1679 	128.1 
121.7 	130.8 	181.8 	16718 	128.1 
119.9 	121:0 	169.9 	161,2 	122.8 
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WHOLESALE 	Fc.rther declines in commodity markets carried the 

(1926=100) 
industrial material price index from 1590 for the 

week ending February 25 to 156,0 for the week endiug March 25 Steers, hogs 

and oats were higher, but lower quotations were recorded for lumber, cottonseed 

oil, rosin and lead The index for Canadian Farm Products advanced from 145.1 

to 1454 in the same period as increases in livestock and eggs outweighed de. 

dines in potatoes, corn, peas, hides, poultry and wooL However, the average 

level of this index for March was lower than the February average. 

= 

	

Week ended - 	 Monthiy Average 

	

h eb. [Mar. iMar. TMar. 	Mar.. 	Mar. Feb, i!ar 
25th 4th 	11th 18th 25th 	1949 1949 11948 

Industrial Materials 	I 1592 :1580 157 4 1566, 156 0 157.04596144,9 
I 	 p 	 p 	 p 
I 	 I 	 I 

Canadian Farm Products 	145l 145,1 :145;6 145,6 11 1454 145411458145.2* 

* Rvised due to the inclusion of equalization-payments for western oats and 
barley. August 1 1947 to July 31, 1948.. 

SJUIl: Thc Irivet)rf Index of weekly prices for 106 c3mTflofl stocks rose 

19 points to 1071 between February 24 and March 31 	Strength i-r 

centrl mainly in the utility series, an Indry for this group moving ip 3 0 

to 115.5. Over the same interval the index for 82 Industrials advanced 1 5 ciit' 

to iRG 2. 'h1e A bank stocks rorId a ga.n of 0 9 to 131 3. Minthg stock 

;xe.i 	in Mar' A . Betwen Febr';ary 4 and Mnrch 31 the 

comfoAlte 1nLx Or 30 repreenta''; Isue; 3.e.1nd 0 1 to 83 L Among  su-• 

etal sharo wccer 	6 pY r: 	. 1134 	- 	 nde- re- 

view, Nile Zell st'.ks moved up 41to 06. 



J.1 

3) 
eathe 
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I tonthy 

ttcneed 1 9 4 9 1 
Feb. Mar. 	ttar. Mar. 	Mar. 	Mar. 	'eb. 	Mar.. 

r 145 1 24 th  3r1 	10th 
Il Mar. 

17th 	24t.h 	31st 	1949 11949 	1948 

edde 

!1fl!ESP'S' 	aic 	INDEX 
average 

105.2 1058 	107,0 135.5 106)6 	107,1106,4 108.1 1101 . 5 106 Coirnon 	Stocks) ...... 

52 Inthistrials 	,...... 99.4 100.00 	101.1 99.4 100.4 	100.9t100.4 102.2 11  95.5 

16 Uttlities 	..... .... 111.6 112.3 	113. 7, 1113.1 114.1 115. 1 107.4 

Verae 
8 Banks 	.......... .... 130.4 1 130 . 5 p 131,2 130.2 131.8 	131.3 131.0 131.0 1127.8 

Stocks) 	........... . 9, 6 	144. ~ 83.2 i , 	829 83.4 81.4 

............ ., 11 	67.0 665 6?5 66.5 1 'Zo1d 

_. 	5 Base Metals 	... 115.0 115.2 1145 1104 
ir 

tsand 	- 

95•4 95.4 95.4 951 

rcse 	I $ 

ngth was 

L9 points 

	

83.4 	83.111 82,8 859 82,2 

	

67.4 	67.6 11 67.1 68.9 71,1 

114.8 1l3.4113.7 119.5 102.9 

	

95.1 	95.1$ 95.2 95,4 96.7 

.5 points 

ock 

31 the 

sub- 

r.ier r- 
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