«  Historical File Copy . '><

- e s P v

i ’ - TR
Putlished by Authority of the Rt. Ron.*C. D. Howe, M.P.,
Minister of Trade and Commerce

DEFAXTMINT OF TRADE AND COMMER ﬂmnwmi BUREA 7
DOMINION BURFAU OF STATISTICS - CA ADQJi STATISTICS
PRICES SECTION

PRt |
Far release 3 p.m. April 4, 1949, ( < (Téﬁ o Jhe 3.3913)
Dominion Statistician: ‘ ¥ _‘Hérbnr ‘M?&Ebhﬁl
Dirsctor, Labour and Prices Statisties: | B W Grbe ay
Acting Chie ; Prices Section: : "“"’"’H Leasy

e e o E e e i P

PRICE MOVRMENTS, MARCH. 1349 (PRELIMINARY)

COST OF LIVING: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index fell from

159.5 to 159.2 between February 1 and March i1, 1949. As in ths
preceding month, declines in foods outwelghed séatﬁered increases in several other
budgat groups. Price reductions for shoriening products, meats, dbutter and eggs
were mainly responsi®le for the fnod index moving down from 200.4 to 199.1. There
were moderate offsetting seasonal increases in a few vegetables. The clothing in-~
dex rose from 181.8 to 182.7, and homefurnishings and services gained fractionally
from 167.8 to 167.9. Fuel and light also moved up & small amount from 130.8 to
131.0. The miscellanscous items index held at 128.1, and the rent index continues
nominally at 121.7 until returns from the March survey are complete.

The March, 1949 cost-of-living index was 57.9 per cent above the

Auzust, 1939 1svel,
Dominion Cost.of-Living Irdexes (1935539 100)
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WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY):  Further declines in ccmmodity markets carried the
(1.926=100)

industrial material price index from 18598.2 for the
week ending February 25 to 156.0 for the week ending March 25. Steers, hogs
and cats were higher, but lower ouctations Were recorded for lumter, cottonseed
0il, rosin and lead. The index for Canadian Farm Products advanced from 145.1
to 145.4 in the same period, as increases in livestock and eggs outweighed de-
clines in potatoes, corn, peas, hides, poultry and wool. However, the average

level of this index for March was lower than the February average.

Weekly Wholesale Price Indexes, 1926-=100
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Canedian Farm Products ... 145.1

* Revised due to the inclusion of equalization-payments for western oats and
tarley. August 1, 1947 to July 31, 1948.

SECURITIZS: The Investors' index of weekly prices for )06 common stocks rose

1.2 points to 107.1 between Februar: 24 and March 31 Strength waa
certr=zd mainly in the utility series, an ind-r for this group moving up 3.9 pointe
to 115.5. Over the same interval the index for 82 industrials edvanced 1,5 pointe

to 10C.2, while B bank stocks recorded a gain of 0.9 to 131.3. Minlag stock

arizas presenisd n wixed pattaen in March. 3Betwzen February 24 and Harsh 3 the
compuaita Index for 30 representative lssues dealiand 041 tn 83.1. Anong sule
growps Bass »etal shares woakened [ .6 poings ta 1134 during Lhe pericd under re-

view, vhile 2old stocks moved up 5.8 to €7.6.
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