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50 (PRELIMINARY

PRICE MOVEMENTS, FuiRUARY
COST OF LIVING: The Dominion Bureau of Statisties cost-of-living index

increased from 161.0 to 161,6 between January 3rd and

February 1lst. This increuse of 0,6 points followed an un-
broken series of small declines totalling 1,3 points and dating from the Asugust
1949 peak of 162,8, Foods aivanced 1.9 points to 2C1.3 during January, and
again largely determined the change in the total index, Increases in beef
and lanb prices cverbalanced decreases in pork, while increases were registered
for eggs, oranges, coffee and sugar, Clothing declined fractionally from 183.3
to 183,0, reflecting slightly lower prices [or men's and women's wear, lHome-
furnishings ané services decreased 0.6 points to 166.4, mainly as a result of
lower quotations for dishes and soap, Fuel and light rose from 135.6 to 135.9
due to slightly higher rates for domestiic gas and electricity in several cities,
The miscellaneous index advanced 0.5 points to 132.1 because of advances in
gasoline, theatre admissions and newspapers, Rents were nol surveyed during
February and the index remainecd unchanged at 125.C,

From fugust 1939 to February 195C, the increase in the cost-

of-livin- index was 60.3 percont,
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Comtined Fuel | cloth-| Furnish- | Miscell-
Index HSac |\ iy af‘d ing ings and aneous
Light Services
February 1, 1950 1616 200.3 | 125.01 135.9 18350 1664 132, L

February 1, 1949 159.5 200.4 |121,7] 130.8 | 181.8 167.8 128.1
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WHOLESALE PRICES (WEEKLY The index of Industrial Muterial Prices rose
(1926 = 1005

from 150,6 for the week of Januury 27 to 152.8

for the week of February 24. This was the hiéhest
point reached since April 1949, -ut was 7,1 points below the weck of Ferruary
1949, and 7.2 points above the fourth week of February 1948, Some of the more
important commodities to show increases were raw rubber, raw cotton, livestock,
oats, E,C., fir and certain steel rroducis, while hides and gum rosin declined,
The index of Canadian Farm Products moved higher also, mounting from 144.2 to
14%.3 in the same period, ILivestock and eggs made sizeable gains, and grains
and milk moved slighily higher, while decreases were noted for potatoes, onions,

hay, tobacco, hides and poultry.

WBEKLY WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXZS (1926 = 100)

Week Ended - Monthly Average

Jan, | reb, | Feb, | Feb, |Feb. | Feb, | Jan. | Feb.
27th. | 3rd 10th | 17¢h | 24th 1950 | 1950 | 1949

Industrial Materials 150.6 151.3 SRR il s B B LG T2 15220 150.2J 160,3
Ganadian Farm Products § 144.2°1 144.8 | 144.8 | 144.9 | 145.3 | 145.0] 143.87 145.8

Revised

SECURITIZES: The Investors'! weeckly index of 106 common stocks rose from

117.5 for the week of Janmuary 26th to a monthly peak of 119.C
for February 9, but thereafter reucted to 117,8 by the 23rd for a net gein of
0.3 points, Utility stocks were slightly firmer during Feoruary, the index for
16 issues advancing 1,7 points to 125.0, In the same interval, the index for
82 industrial stocks rose 0.2 points to 111,8 while 8 banks declined C.4 to
142.4. Mining stock prices were fractionally firmer in February, the composite
index for 30 representutive issues stiffening 0.6 to 91,7 between the wecks of
January 26th and Pevruury 23ré, The index for 5 Lase metal shares rose 1,3 points
to 127.8 in the same period while a similur series for 25 golds firmed 0,3 to

T3ehe
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Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-39 = 100

Week Ended Monthly Average
1950

Jan, Feb, Feb, Feb, Feb. reh, Jan, Feb,
26th | 2nd 9th 16th | 23rd 1950 11950 | 1949

INVESTORS' PRICE INDEX

(106 Common Stocks) seees 117.5| 118.6 | 119,0 { 117,7 {117.8 § 118.3 |119.0| 108.1
82 Industrials seeeseee 111.6 | 112,71 113.1 | 111.5 | 111.8 112,31 113.3 ] 102.2
16 Utilities eeeseesose 123,31 124.91125.7 1 125,3 |125.0 f 125.2 | 124.3 | 115.1

8 BEHES] ¢ gorermav oo eace 142,81 143.6 | 14R.8 | 143.3 | 144 | 143.0 ] 143.0] 131,0

MINING STQCK PRICE INDEX

( 30 StoCkS) seveecesscce 91.1| 91,7 91.2] 90.7}| 91.7 91.3 | 92.81 85.9
25 GOJ-dS B 0O GEC OIS 73.1 7393 73|l 72@3 7304 73-2 7500 6808
5 Base Metls ceivoncoo 126,51 1282 |126.9 | 126.0 | 7.8 § 127.2 112251 9.5

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA LONG-
TERM. DOk 2 90,21 90.,5| 90.2 | 90.2 | 90.2 90,3 | 90.1| 95.2

# Indexes puvlished in this bulletin do not yet include data covering lewfoundland,

N.©2. Inquiries concerning indexes in this release should be directed to
Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division.
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