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COSl-JF-LIVING:= The Dominion urban cost-of-living index advanced fron 161,6

for February 1, 1850 to 1€3.7 for March lst for a gain of
2.1 points., Tiis narked a new post-war peak, exceeding the previous high point
of 168.8 for Auzust 1, 1340, Group indexes for rents, fuel and 1lisht, and
miscellareous iters are now at their }ighest pocte-war levels, while foods,
clothing and lomefurnishings are anpreciebly below 1948 postewar hirhs. The
inerease in the index during February was due principally to higher levels for
rents and firmer prices for certain foods. The results of the March quarterly
survey of rents werc reflected in an increase in the rent index from 15,0 to
132.7; this advance tares accaunt of all rent chanpes s nce last 'ovember,
The food index rosc 2.7 points to L04.0 during February when strength in prices
for beef, larb, cggs, coffee and fresh vegotables outweighed narrow declines for
canned vepgetables, Fuel and light, the only other group to register an increase,
moved up 0,4 to 13€.3. The clotling index receded from 12%2.0 to 181.4 when lower
prices were quoted for men's and woren's topcoats and men's suits, while lcre-
furnishings and services declined 0.1 noints to 146,35, The index for uiscel-
laneous itcis recained unchanged at 132,11,

From dugrust 19%¢ to Harch 1950, the increase in the cost-

of-livings index was 63,4 pereent,

. DOLINION COSY-OF-LIVING THOEKES (1935-292100)
N Fuel Clothe | MeEE _
;-Omblned Food cht and S furnlSn- Mlscel"
Index Light o ings and | laneous
i o Services
March 1, 1950 16%.7 204.0 28,7 ! 13€.2 181 .4 1G66,3 132.1
February 1, 1950} 131.6 201.3 | 185.0 155.9 183,0 166 .4 132.1
Karch 1, 1949 109 2 199.1 81.7 151.0 18,7 167.9 128.,1
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WHOLESALE PRIGES (WBEKLY) The index of Industrial katerial Irices rose from 152.8
(1926 = 100)

for the week of February 24'£o 155.9 for the week of
March 24. This was the lenth consecutive weekly increase since January 13, ‘1950,

when the index stood at 149.7 but was 3.9 points below liarch 1949 and 8.7 points below
the post-wiar peak of ‘ugust 1948, Oats, steers, hogs, sisal, raw wool, raw cotton,
cottonseed oil, zinc and raw rubber registered increases during Warch, wrile linseed
oil, white lead, lead ingots ard tin ingots declined, The index of Canadian Farm
Product prices at wholesale moved 1.0 points higher, from 145.3 to 147.3, during the
same period. Animal Iroducts contributed nost to the increase, advancing 3.4 to 185.0
due to gains for livestock, poultry, hides and siins, eggs, and wool. For Field
Products, a gain of 1.1 to 124,7 was due to higher prices for Erains, potatoes, ~nd

nay which outweighec declines for tohacco and oniors,

Nleekly Wholesale Frice Indexes (1926 = 100)

Heek ELnded Mlonthly Average
)6 Feb, ar, LE;: Lar, Har. liar., Feb., | Nar.
24th 3rd 10th 17th cdth 1850 1950 1249
. - (4 weeks)
Industrial ilaterials 152 .8 195.0 1 .2 1% 1T YS&: 8.3 152,40 L7
Canadian Farr Products 1456,3 | 146.0 | 146.4 | 147.3 Tdwa3 146.8 148,00 1° 1454

SECURITTE The Investors' Index for 10€ common stocks displayed

_ _——

moderate strength during March, rising fror a level of
117.8 for the weeck of February 23rd to 118.0 for the week of March 30th. Seleclive
strength among sub-groups was reflected in higher indexes for 82 industrials, up 1.2
to 113.0; 16 utilities, 1.3 peints higher to 12€.3, and 8 banks 1.1 to 143.5. Hining
stocks were slichtly easisr, the composite index for 50 representative issues declining
0.2 to 91,5 betweer the weeks of February &£3rd and March 30th, TWealness in base metals
was resronsible for the decrease, an index for this serics receding 3.< poinis to 124.6.

During the sare interval +the gold shares scries rose 1.2 to 74,.6.



Weekly Security Pri:e Indexcs,

1935-59 = 100

Week Ended

llonthly Average

19560 ”
e
Feb, Mar, lar., liar, lar, Ilar, Mar, Feb, liar .,
Rs5rd | 2nd 9th 16th {Z5rd |30th | 1950 | 1950 1949
ILVESTORS! PRICE TNDEX
(108 Common Stocks).ee.... 117.8 | 118.3 }1117.9 | 119,82 { 119,3 [ 11¢,0 i 118.7{ 118.3| 106.4
€< Industrials ...... 0 O0 111.8 | 112.1 }111.6 1} 113,1 | 112.9 {11%.0 |} 112,5] 112.5] 100.4
16 Utilities eveeeoeeeea 125,0 | 16,0 | 126,3 | 127.0 | 128,2 | 125.5 126.8} 125,21 113.7
8 BANKS sevineereonnsnes 4.4 | 14<.4 [ 142,06 | 145,22 | 142,9 | 143.5 |} 142.9; 145.0] 1%1.0
RINING STOCK PRICE INDEX
(30 SLOCKS) teveeenscennos 91,7} ©1.6189.3 90.9 91.5| 91.5 Olol 8.8 82.8
20 GoldS viveecencvevens 7% .4 Nl T 45 73.8 74,8 74 .6 73,9 73,4 67
L)
O Base {ictals civeevenes 127.8 | 187 .0 | 182,54 124,55 [ @24 .5 | 124 5 14,5 127.2i 10257
GOVERUEINIT OF CAUADA LONG~
TER. BONDS -~ YTZELD IHOEX | 90.2| 90.2 89.61 90,247 0.2t 90.9 00,2] 90,3 94,7
A—l —

k% Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet

include data covering NHewfoundland,

N.B. Inquiries concerning in'exes in tlis release should be directed to
Prices Section, Labour and Frices Division,
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