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PRYU_0V&~~TS.  

COST- JT-LI VIUG:- 	The 	ninion urban cost-of-living index advarced fro. 161.6 

for February 1, 1950 to .1CS.7 for March 1t for a gain of 

2.1 points. Tis arkecJ a new post-war peak, exceedi: the previous high point 

of l€2.8 for Auust. 1, 1.'0. Group indexes for rents, fuel and 1iht, and 

rdscellareous ile:s are now at their Jghest nost-war levels, while foods, 

clothing and homefurnishings are anpreciably he10 1949 post-war highs. The 

increaie in t} index urng February was due nrtneipally to higher levels for 

rents and firmtr prices for certain f.oc1s. i}ie results of the March quarterly 

survey of rnts werc ref 1cted in an increase in the rent index from 1.0 to 

132.7; this advance takes accomt of all rent c1ianes snce last !ovember. 

The food jndex rose 97  points to 04.0 during February when strength in prices 

for becf, lamb, eggs, coffee and fresh veg tables outweighed narrow declines for 

canned vegetables. Fuel and light, the only other group to register an increase, 

moved up 0.4 to 136.3. The c1otng index receded frorr. 1.0 to 181.4 when lower 

prices were quoted for ron's and woren's topcoe.ts and men's suits, ihile i.ome-

furnishings and ser;ices declined 0.1 points to 166.3. The index for ;isce1-

laneous itc:.s rc:.ained unchanged at 132.1. 

From Auust 19Y9 to hn.rch 1950, the increase in the cost-

of-livinc incx was 62.4 percent. 

DJ.L)NCOS'J-3F-LlVihG N.3US!1935 -391O0 

	

Fuel 	131oth f flone 
Combined Food 	Rent 	and 	 furnish- Miseel- 

Index 	 Lif•ht 	 ings and laneous 
Services  

March 1, 1950 	163.7 	204.0 	132.7 	13C.3 	181.4 	166.3 	132.1 

February 1, 1950 	201.3 	125.0 	135.9 	18300 	166.4 	132.1 

1arch1 1949 	159.2 	190J 	121.7 	131.0 	102.7 	167.9J 128.1 
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V:LCALE ri"s (7R}vj 	The index of Industrial aterial Trices rose from 152.8 
(1926 - 100) 

for the week of February 24 to 1U3.9 for the week of 

March 24. This was the tenth consecutive weekly increase since January 13, 1950, 

wLcn the index stood at 149.7 but "as 3.9 points belo" harch 1949 and 6.7 points below 

the post-war peak of !ugust 1948. Oats, steers, }ops, sisal, raw wool, raw cotton, 

cottonseed oil, zinc and raw rubber re'istercd increases 'btrin' [!arch, wli1c linseed 

oil, white lead, lead in;ots ad tin ingots declined. The index of canadian Farm 

Product prices at wholesale move(l .0 points higher, frrr, 145.3 to 147.3, during the 

same period. 1nirna1 Iroducts contributed most to the increase, advarcing 3.4 to 185.0 

due to gains for livestock, poultry, hides and s)ins, eggs, and wool. For Field 

Products, a gain of 1.1 to 124.7 was due to higher prices for grairs, potatoes, and 

hay which outweighed declines for tobacco and onions. 

Thekiy Thole sa e Fri cc Indexes 1926 = 100) 

'kck Ended 
- 	

Feb. 	!.:ar.TLar. 
24th 	3rd 	10th 

Industrial t1ater,ais 	152.8 	153.0 	153.2 

Canadian Farrr Products I 145.3 	146.0 	146.4 

honthly 	Average 

Uar • ar • Liar • 	Feb. L'ar. 
17th 24th 1950 	1950 1949 

153.9 153.5 	15.0 157.7 153.7 

147.3 147.3 146.8 	145.0 1 	145.4 

SECURITI}S 	The Investors' Index for 106 common stocks displayed 

moderate strength c'luri ng M'rch, r sing frm a level of 

117.8 for the week of February  23rd to 119.0 for the eek of .arch 30th. Selective 

strength among sub-groups "as reflected in higher ir.exes for 82 industrias, ip 1.2 

to 113.0 	16 uti1itio 2  1.3 points higher t: 126.3, and 8 banks 1.1 to 143.5. 	.lning 

stocks '.''cre slightly easi'r, the composite index for 50 representative issucs declining 

0.2 to 91.5 between the weeks of February 23rd and March 30th. 71eakness in base metals 

was resronsible for the decrease, an index for this series receding 3.2 points to 124.6. 

During the sare Lnterval the gold shares scries rose 1.2 to 74.6. 



MINING STOCK PRICE INDEX 

( 30 Stocks) . ....... 

25 Golds ........... 

5 Base lictals ......... 

91.7 91.6 1 89 . 3 	I 90.9 

73.4 73.7 72.5 73.8 

127.8 1127.0 122.5 124.5 

3 . 

7eek1y Sccurty FL. c In cxes, 1935-39 = 100 

Week Ended 
	

Monthly Average 
1950 

-----i-----ir--- 	- r - 
Feb. 	Mar. 	i,ar. 	Mar. 	Lar. 	Mar. 	1.ar. 	Feb. 	Mar. 
23rd 2nd 	9th i 16th 23rd 30th 	1950 1950 1949 

Ii: VESTOS' PRICE I1JJEX 

(loG Crnrnon Stocks)... 

82 Industra1s 

16 Utilities 	.. 

8 Brinks •, 	.  

117.8 118.3 '117.9 119.2 

111.8 1112.1 111.6 113.1 

125.0 1 11C.0 126.3 127.0 
142.4 1 142.4  142.6 I 143.2 

119.3 j119.0 

112.9 113.0 

128.2 12.3 

142.9 1143.5 

118.7 118.3 

112.1 112.3 

126.8 125.2 

142.9e 145.0 

106.4 

100.4 

113.7 

151.0 

GOVERULELT O' CAIJADA LOnG- F 
- YIELT)INEX I 90.2 1 90.2 	89.6 1 90.2 

	

91.5 	91.5 

	

74.6 	74.6 

124.3 124.6 

90.2 1 90.9 1 

01.01 91.3 	820 

73.9 	73.2 	67.1 

124.5 127.2 1  113.7 

90.2 	90.3 	94.7 

* 	Indexes pubLshed in this bulletin do not yet inclu:le data cverinr: TTewfouridland. 

N.B. 	Inquiries concernin6 in exes in t is release should be direct.d to 
Prices Section, Labour and Frices Division. 
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