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PRICE MOVEMENTS, APRIL 1950, (PRELIMINARY) *

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index

advanced from 163,7 at March lst to 164.0 at April 1st,

while the fuel and light index gain was next in importance,

A rise in the

food index from 204,0 to 204,.5 was mainly attributable to higher prices for

beef, eggs and coffee,

Butter prices were down slightly,

Higher quotations

in Ontario and Quebec for anthracite coal were largely responsible for the

rise in the fuel and light index from 136,3 to 138,0.

The advance of 0,1

points to 166.4 in the index of homefurnishings and services was due mostly

to a slight increase in floor coverings,

The miscellaneous index rose from

132.1 to 132.3, reflecting an increase in motor operating costs and drug

prices, The clothing index continued to decline, moving from 131.4 to 181.2.

Rents were not surveyed at April lst and the index remained unchanged at 132,7.

From August 1939 to April 1950, the increase in the cost-

of-living index was 62,7 percent,

DOMINION COST OF LIVING INDEX (1935-39 = 100)

Fuel Home
Combined | Food Rent | and Cloth~- | Furnish- | Migcel-
Index Light | ing ings and | laneous
Services
April 1, 1950 16,0 204.5 | 132,7 | 138,0 | 181.2 16644 132,3
March 1, 1950 1B 204,0 {132,7 | 136.3 | 181.4 166,3 1324
April 1, 1949 168:3 198.,5 |122.,4 | 131,0 | 183.2 168,0 128.4
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WACLESALY PRICES (WSLKLY) The index of Industrial Matorial prices stood at 156.0
(1926 = 100)

for the week of £pril 21 as compared with 155.1 for
the week of Moreh 31, shouwing-an increusc of 0.9 points., During the Iirst thres-uceks
of finril, gains were reogistercd for oats, steers, raw rubdber, raw cotiton, zinc and
copner, while sugar, hogs and rosin receded, Other commodities inclucsd in the indox
were sveady during the same period. The index of Cunadizn Farm Product prices at whole-
sale gainzd 0,7 peinis to 148.6 etween March 31 and ipril 23, with Animal Products
nounting from 186.,7 to 187.7. In this group, advances were mude vy liveslock and raw
wool with & 3.5 mer cent and 2.6 per cazut rise respectively. Hilk and eggs moved to
lover lsvels, An increase of 0.5 to 125.3 was recorded by the Field Products duve to

rising prices in grains and hey, while tobacco and posutocs were lower,
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(a) Not Available - April 1950 average based on three wecks indexes

SICURITIES Prices on Canadian security markets displayed considerable

gtrongtl during ipril. Between the weeks of lMarch 30 and
April 27, ths Investors' Index ifor 106 common stocks rose 7.5 points Lo 126.8. During
the sdme interval, the index for &2 industrials rose 3.7 points to 121.7; 16 utilities

5.8 pointg 0 132.1 and & banks 1.3 points to 144.8. Iiining stock prices registerad

moderate firpness, The composite index for 30 represeniutive issues advanced 1.7 poinis

5

to 93.2 bdtweén Merchh 30 and April 28, e index for 5 base metal shores rose 4.9 voints

to 129.5 in.thic corresionding period, while 25 gold issues changed from 74.56 to 74.7.
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Weekly Security Price Indexes,

1935-39 = 100
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lMonthly Average

1950
Mer. {April} April} April | April | April{ Mar. { April
3044 bth 13th . 20th ZYthﬁ%lQBO 1950 | 1949
INVLSTORS!' PLICE INDEX
(106 Comon Stocks) ..... 119,0 §123.3{ 1263 | 127.2 { 126.8 |l 125.9| 118.7{ 106.4
82 Industrials ....... 5 113.C¢ $117.7112C,86 1 121.91121.7 4 120.5] 1i”2.5| 99.8
16 UBA1itTmet oo vwe v 126.3 1129.6} 133.51133.4 1132.1 || 132.2 1368 | 115.7
]
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5 Pase Metals «sep.ssa. 124.6 §129.8 {125,210 129.2 112945 |1 1275} Y245} 112.1
GOVERIMLIT OF CANADA LONG- "
TERI BOWDS - YIELD IMDEX § 90,9 | 9C.0{ 96.9% 90,5 | 90.5 [ 90.7] 90.2| 9%.4
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# Indexes published in this bulletin do not yet include date covering Newfoundland

a3, Inquiries concerning indexes in this releuse should be directed
to the Prices Section, Lebowr and Prices Division
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