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PRICE MOVEMENTS, FEBRUARY 1921, sPRELIMD\IARYZ il

COST OF LIVING INDuX:=

(1935-1939 = 100)

between January 2 and February 1, 1951,

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of -
living index rose from 172,5 to 175,2

The increase Iin January weas
largely due to higher prices for foods, clothing and homefurnishings,
The food index advanced from 220,2 to 224.4, as higher prices for most
foods, particularly meats and vegetables, offset seasonal declines in
eggs and oranges, Clothing rose from 187.1 to 192.,4 as a result of
increases in ments wear, pizce goods and footwear, The index of
homefurnishings and services increased from 179.8 to 185,1 following
advances mainly in furniture, floor coverings and house furnishings,
The fuel and light index remained practically unchanged, moving from
/1.5 to 141.,7. The index of miscellaneous items increased 1,2 points
to 137.0, due to increases in itews of personal care, tires, tobacco
and hospital rates. Rents were not surveyed in February and the index
remained at 13644,

From August 1939 to February 1951, the

increase in the cost-of-living index was 73,8 percent,

DOMINION COST-OF-LIVING INDEXHES

Hone
Fuel furnishe { i<
Combined | Food | Rent | ama | Clothe| j 0o’ | Miscel-
ing mgs laneous
I:ndex Light Ser-vices
February 1, 1950 | 161.6 201,3 § 125,0 | 135.9 | 183.0 16644 132.1
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WHOILESALE, PRICE INDE.(1S (WELKLY) Industrial matericl prices were firmer again
(1926 = 100) in February and the composite index for 30

commocditics moved up to 212,32 for the week of

February 23ré from 207,3 for January 26th,
Cormodity price inereases were recordcd for hogs, raw rubber, raw wool, beef hides,
tin, steel shapes and stecl sheets, Narrow decrecases occurred for whnat, oats and
lingeed oil, Canadiezn farm product prices at terminal markets moved up sharply in
February, the composite index closing at 160.,3 for the week of the 23rd, as ageinst
155,1 for Januory 26th., Both animal and field product sub-groups were highcr; the
index for the former series gaining 11,3 points to 226,3 while ficld products moved
up 1,6 points to 119.7.

The index of Canadian farm prodvcts has been
reviscd back to August 1950 to include the 20 cent per bushel increasce in tiio initial
wheat price to farmers,

WIOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (1926 = 100)

Week Ended - ! Monthly Average

Jan, | Feb, | Feb, | Feb, | Feob, §eo. Jan, | Fob.
26tk }2nd | 9th | 16th | 237 ;| 3057 {1951 | 1950
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Industrial Materials - {207.3 208,5] 209,11 211,9| 212,3" || 210,5 | 204.4| 15z
Ealldian Farm Preodugid 155,21 (155,51 156.4 ] 158,7| 1603~ }| 157.7 154.9 = FA }
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SHOULITY THDEXES Commion stock prices registered continued
(1935-1939=100) strength in the first half of Februvary, but

receded slightly in the scecond half, DBetween
January 25th and Deoruary 15th the Investcrs?

Index for 106 representative issues rose 1l4.1 points to 167.0, By the 22nd, however,

the index had declined to 163,2. The index for 82 industrials closczd at 162,3 (Feb-

ruary 22nd) as against 151.8 for Janusry 25th, while the series for 16 utiliiies

advanced fron 156,9 to 171.2 and thut lcr & bhlj: fron 154.7 to 160,C, liining

stocks paralleled the chances in industrials and utiiities. . ATter touching a peak

of 1.1l in mid February, the compogite index for 30 representative isszues receded

to 108,5 by the 22nd for a net gain of 4.0 points for the perliod under review. The

grovp index for 5 base meteals recorded a net gain of 7.2 points to 174.1, while the

series for 25 golds stiffencd 2.5 points to 75.2.




Vieekly Security Price Irndexes, 1935-103C = 100

—— i
Week Enced 1951 Nonthly Average
Jun, |Fen. |leh., | Fet. | Feb, Feb., | Jan. | Feb.

Z5tn | 1st Eth 15th | 22nd I951 1951 | 195m

IMVECTCHS ! PiICL IMDRX

(1) (105 Cormon Stocks)...... }157.9 { 262,8 § 165,51 147.0] 1463.€ i 144.8 § 151.7 { 117.3
(1) §2 In0ustriuls eeeseee § 15306 J2160.5 | 1045 (105,68 162.2 § 153.5 ¢ 150.4 : 111.¢
(1) 1% Utilities NR— 156.% {172.1 | 15145 § 1.8 37h.: tlfz?.l 155.7 YL4F .6
€ BunksS c.eeieninnne . 115447 |154.8 §159.9 §159.4 | 190.0 ff 158.5 1155.6 1 143.0
MINING STOCK PRICE INLEX ‘
(1) ( 30 8%00kS)eeerenuannns 104.5 106.1 | 106.¢ 1209,1 | 10€,5 il(."i.(.\ 100.2 | 91.2
25 GoIdS covieevecione TR | h.9 | T3 ) BeR Y mhaE T3 | 688 FL2
5 Pase Hetals ...... o 109 PITRGE | 1%, [XF900 F 174.1 || D745 | LS8 | 1T

LQVEFHEENT QF CaMala LCHGA

TURE QULS - YIILD INDEX) 98.0 | 97.7 | 97.3 | 97.3 9€.3 fh ¢7.7 | 97.9 | 90.3
|
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# Indexes puhlisted in this bulletin do not yet include catu covering ¥ewfouncland

(1) These indexes have reen revised, beginning in January 1950

N.B Inquiries cencerning indexes in this releuse should be directed to
The FPrices Secticn, Labour and Frices Division.
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