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PRICE MOVEMENTh. MMCH 1951. (PELDINARY) * 

CCT-0E-LIVING INDEX:- 	The Dominion Bureau of Statistics coat- 
71935-1939 = 

of-living index rose from 175.2 to 179.7 

betveen February 1st and March 1at 1951. This Increase of 4.5 points 

was equivalent to an advance of 2.6 per cent • All group indexes moved 

higher in February, although two-thirds of the total increase was due 

to higher food prices. The index for foods rose from 224.4  to 233.9, 

reflecting gains for most items, particularly egga butter, beef, pork, 

cabbage, earrots i, shortening and oranges • An increase in the fuel and 

light index from 14.3.7 to 146.5  was mainly attributable to higher prices 

for coal and coke. Further gains In a broad list of clothing and footwear 

items moved the clothing index from 192.4  to 196.3, while the homefurnish-

ings and services index rose from 185.1 to 188.6, as floor coverings, 

furnishings, hardware and furniture advanced. The miscellaneous iterns 

index rose narrcly from 337.0 to 137.80  duo to increases for personal 

care items, notably haircuts and health costs • Reflecting the results 

of the March quarterly survey, the rent index moved from 136.4 to 137.6. 

From August 1939 to March 1951, the 

increase in the cost-of-living Index was 78.3 per cent. 

D'1INI0N CcT-0E-LIVfl1G INDEX (1935-1939 = 100) 

Home 
Fuel furnish- 

Combined Food Rent and Cloth- ings and Mince].- 
Index Light lug Services laneous 

March 1, 1951 179.7 233.9 337.6 346.5 196.3 188.6 337.8 
Feb. 	1, 1951 175,2 2244 336.4 341.7  192.4 185.1 337.0 
March 1, 1950 1 	163.7 204.0 332.7 136.3 181.4 166.3 132.1 
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WH0IALE PRICE flTD(ES (WKrX) 	Industrial material prices registered continued 
(1935-1939 = 100) 	 firrnnes in March, the composite index for 30 

coriodities advancing from 304.0  for the' week 
of February 23rd  to 304.6  for 11arch 23rd.  Price 

increases were recorded for steers, raw wool, rayon yarn, cottonseed oil and sisal. 
These outweighed decreases for raw rubber, oats, hogs and tin • Canadian farra product 
prices at terminal markets moved moderately higher in Iis.rch, the composite index 
standing at 264.7  for the week of March 23rd, compared with 257.3 for February 23rd. 
Both animal and field products groups moved higher, the index' for the former advancing 
from 336.6 to 348.8 and that for the latter from 178'.1 to 180.7. Among comodity 
increases were: butterfat, rye, raw wool and steers. 

- 0SJEPRCE 11M= (935-1939 = 100) 

Week Ended Monthly Average 

(p) 
Feb • Mar. Mar • Mar • Mar • Mar • Feb • Mar. 

- 23rd 2nd 9th 16th 23rd 1951 1931 1950 

Industrial Materials 304.0 305.1 301.8  304,.2  304.6 303.9 303.4 221,,4 
Canadian Farm Products 257.3 257.4 257,6 263.7 264.7 260.9 253.7 

1  
226.9 

(p) Preliminary 

SECURITY IUDi(ES 	 Weakness in common stock prices registered in 
(1935-1939 = 100) 	 the latter part of February continued through 

March, as indicated by a' drop in the Investors' 
composite index from 165.7 for the week of 

February 22nd to 160.5 for the week of March 29th. Among group changes 8 banks 
declined from a level of 160.0 to 145.1,  while 16 utilities recoded from 162.7 to 
155.7, and 82 industrials from 166.9 to 163.1. Mining stocks were easier also, 
the composite index declining from 105.7 to 97.2 between February 22 and' March 29. 
In the same period the index for 5base metals dropped from 174.1  to 161.9, while 
that for 25 golds declined from 75.8 to 68.9. 
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Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939 = 1CO 

I Avcrafe 

lkir. 	liar, 	liar. 1 Feb. liar. 

L_ 8th15th122nd 29th 19511 19511950  I 
165.7 p.64.3 166.2 159.5 L63.8 .60.5 11162.9;166.5 (118.7 

166.9 j165.5 16803  61.5 66.8 63.1 j16s.0;168.0 112.5 
I 	I 	I  

162 .7 1162.4  162.0 55.9 p.58.3 55.7 158.9 1163.2 1126.8 

160 . 0 1157,0  154.0 V.1 6,o 5.1 150.0 1158.542.9 

105.71103.7 103.5 98.1 98.8 97.2 f100.3 1104.7 91.0 

75.8 74.2' 73.6  70.1 69.3 68.9 P 71.2 74.3 73.9 I 	I 	 I 
174.1 I171.3 1171.8 1162.1 166.4 p.61.9 11166.7 1174.5 124.5 

IlWR$Ti3' - JCi EIDIDI  

(106 Co.ion Stocl:s)...... 

82 Industrials ......... 

16 Utilitios........... 

8 l3anks............... 

MflTING STOCK PRICE BTD1( 

( 30 Stocks)............ 

25 Golds............... 

5 iso I'ietals ....... .. 

GOV1ThT OF CAILDA LOIIG- 	 I 	I 
TERIiBOflDS-YiELD_IflDEX_ 	9•3 % • O 1C3 .8 105.1 lC4.8 104.8 I104.6I 97.7 90,2 

Indexes )ubli3hcd in this bulletin do not yot include data covering IrewfoundJ.and. 

11 . _13, Inqu:Lrios concerning indc:es in this release S1IO -LaCI be directed to 
the Prices Section, I.boua' and Prices Division. 
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