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PRICE MOVEME FEBRUARY 1952 *
COST-OF-LIVING INDEX: The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index
1935-1939 = 100

moved down 0.4 percent from 191.,5 to 190,8 between Januayy
2nd and February lst, with lower prioes for foods, clothing and homefurnishings
accounting for the deorease, The food index moved fram 250,0 to 248.,1 as fur-
ther decreases in eggs, beef, pork, lard and shortening overbalanced inscreases
in butter, cheese, and fresh frults and vegetables, The clothing index de-
oreased from 215,3 to 213,0 refleoting lower quotations for items of ments
woollen apparel and waomen'!s nylon hosiery., The homefurnishings and services
group reoceded from 201,1 to 200,1 as decreases in furniture, wool blankets and
soap outwelghed increases in laundry and telephone rates, Higher prices for
electricity and ooke in some oentres advanced the fuel and light series from
151,2 to 151.3. The miscellaneous index increased fram 145.7 to 1i6.5, largely
due to advanoces in health costs and barbers! fees, Rents were not surveyed
during February and the index remained unchanged at 144.8.

From August 1939 to February 1952 the inorease in

the total index was 89,3 percent,
Dominion Cost of Livisg Indexes (1935-1939 = 100)

Combined Fuel Home Miscel-

! | Tt | e | gen, | cows mmambel B

February 1, 1952 190,8 248,1 1448 151.,3 | 213,0 200,1 146,.5
Jamuary 2, 1952 191,5 250,0 14.8 151,2 | 215,3 201,1 14567
February 1, 1951 175.2 22444 136.4 11,7 | 192.4 185,1 137,0




WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The index for 30 induetrial materisl prices at
(1935-1939 = 100)

wholesale registered continued weskness in

February, declining from 279.3 for the week of January 25th to 269,6.for the week

of February 22nd, Lower prices for a number of iteme, mainly steers, hogs, oate,

raw rubber, raw cotton, raw wool, beef hides, white lead, ginc and copper were
responsible, When compared with the February 1951 level the index has shown a
irop of 33,8 points or 11.4 per cent, Oanadian farm produet prices at terminal
markets moved sharply lower also, A weaker price tone war evident for both ani.
mal and field products, Animal product prices declined from 31,3 to 290.9 be-
tween January 25th and February 22nd due to weaknese in livestock, raw wool, and
eastern ezgs, A decline in eastern fleld producte, notadbly dbarley and potatoes
lowered the composite field producte index 3,4 points to 203,2, The total index
for Canadian farm producte moved down from 260,5 to 247,0 in the period under

review,
Wholesale Price Indexes (1835-1939 =100)
1952
Week Ended Monthly Average

Jan, Fed, Fed, Feb, Fed, Feb, Jan, | Fed, )

25th | 1lset, gth 15th | 22nd| 1951 | 1952| 1952
Industrial Materials ................ 279.3| 279.8 | 278,21 271,.8 | 269.6 | 303.4 | 281, 4| 27k.8
Canadian Farm Products ......... 260,5 | 261,9 | 258,4 | 2ug.1 | 247.0| 262,5| 262,5 | 253.8

) Preliminary
SECURITY INDEXES: Common stock prices were noticeably weaker in Februery, the
(1935-1939 = 100) composite index for 105 repreeentative issues declining from

183, 3 for January 3lst to 176,8 for Februery 28th, In the same interval the index
for 82 industriale moved down from 189,4 to 182,0 while that for 15 utilities
declined from 173,1 to 168,8 and & banks from 144,9 to 143,0, Mining stock prices
were eaglier algo, and the composite index for 36 repregentative issues closed

the month at 101.2 as against 104,7 for the week of January 3lst, Weakness in
base metals was mainly reeponsible, an index for this series dropping from 181.7
to 171,1, The index for 25 golds moved from 71,1 to 70,6 during the same period,



Weekly Security Price Indexes, 1935-1939=100

19h2
Monthly
Week Ended Average
Jan, Febd, Feb, Fen, Feb, Feb, Jan, Feb,
3lst 7th | 1ld¢h | 21st | 28th| 1951| 1952 1952
Investors’ Price Index
105 COMMON SLOCKS +sessnsessseeese | 18303 | 184.2 [ 181,11 175,8 | 176,8| 166,5( 181.7| 179.5
82 INAUSEIAIS ceasreererarsresaesarse| 189,14 | 190.7 | 187.3 | 181,0| 182,0( 168,0| 186,7| 185.2
15 Utllitles veeeressese s aseTs oo 173.1| 172.5 | 169.8 | 166,9 | 168,8| 163.2| 175,0| 169.5
8 BANKS evereserernraescrererareres 144, | 14,9 | 14L 4| 1431 | 143,0] 158,5] 146.5| 143.8
Mining Stock Price Index
30 SLOCKS eenseverererererens veesseees | 104.7 | 104,5| 103,3| 101.3| 101.2| 1ok, 7 10k4,2| 102.6
25 GOIAS cecsrenrereesroncnrassosarnen A | AR i TRl TOEy TH,3[ 7.0 AL
5 Base Metals sceeee vessaas vessvsee 18107 180.9 17508 17006 17101 17)"'05 177-7 17)4'.6
Governmeat of C;:nada Long-Term
Bonds —Yield Index (1) 112,6| 113.2| 113,6] 114,5( 114,2] 97.7| 113.4| 113,9

*  Indexes published in thie dulletin do not yet include data covering

Newfoundland,

(1) Yield indexesg based on Wednesday of each week,

N.B.Inquiriee concerning indexes in this releage should be directed

to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices Division,
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