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PRICE MOVEMENTS
NOVEMBER 1956

THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX:
(1949 =100)

The Consnner Irice Index advanced 0.4 per cent from 119.8

to 120.3 between October and Hovember 1956 to reach a new
high. In November 1955 the index stood at 116.9. Increases in the Other Comnodities
and Services index and, to a lesser degree, in the F'ood index, were responsible for

nost of tre latest change in the total index. ligher prices for 1957 models of pas-

senger cars, together with increases for theatre admissions, l'airecuts and hairdressing,
gsome drug items and liquor, resulted in the largest nontlily movenent in this component

of tre index in several years as it rose from 121.6 to 122.8, The Food index moved

from 117.4 to 117.9 as higher prices were reported for bread, milk, nost canned fruits

gnd vegetables and some fresh imnorted vegetables. IFresh beef and pork declined

segsonally while cured pork prices were somewhat higher. Eggs, grapefruit, bananas

and domestic grown vegetables were lower. The Shelter index increased fractionally
from 133.3 to 133.4 as the rent component advanced slig tly and home=-ownership

remained unchanged. The Clothing index was practicslly unclanged as it declined

from 108.5 to 108.4. VWomen's wear was lowsr as price decreases for fur coats and

hoslery more than offset increases for othar items. Increases for men's winter
overcoats, shirts and hats, as well as othar minor changes, moved men's wear to a
higher level.

Household Operation index from 117.7 to 11:3.1 resulted

Small price increases were recorded for footwear. i rise in the

from higher =rices for coel,

most items of furniture, some utensils and equipment aud hoenselold supplies.
Consumer Price Ir.dexes (1949=100)
AW Other
Total ' . Household £
Hadex Food Shelter | Clothing Operation g?(;nrggr?ité:z
3
November 1956 265 3 117.9 115151/ 108 24 e 122.8
Cctober 1956 119.8 A 18358 108.5 8175 121.6
Hovember 1955 116.9 1453 .0 13016 10575 L5 Jaleis 3
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (WEEKLY) The index of 30 industrial materials advanmcad

(1935-1939=100)
0.2 per cent between October 26th and Howgrmhas

23rd, from 247.2 to 249.5, as higher prices vere reported for rav rubber, rawv
suger, hogs, beef hides, bituminous coal, tin, sisal, raw wool and rau cotton.
On the other hand, #8izable losses occurred for linseed oil and fir tinber,
followed by lesser declines for oats, wheat, copoer, iron ore, and bleac! ed

sulphite pulp. Further

inprovement in the Canadian dollar in terns of "nited

States funds served to lower prices for a nunber of items.

The index of Canadian Farm Prodncts at
terminal markets advanced 1.6 per cent from 208.5 to 211.8 in the period

under review., The index gain of 2.8 per cent for Field Products, from 160.0

to 164.5, reflected sharr increases for Eastern potatoes and lesser gains
for Bastern corn, oats and vheat and Western potatoes, hay and flax. Lower
prices were reported for rye and Eastern peas. In Animal Products, far whica
tre index moved up 0.9 per cent from 256.9 to 259.1, firmer prices wers

registered for Western calves and steers and Lastern and Western hogs, lambs,
wool and milk for fluid sales. Eggs showed major price losses on zall marlets

while cheesemnilk dropped slightly.

Wholesale Price Indexes (1935-1939 =100)

Week Ended Monthly Average
Oct. | Nov. [ Hov, tov., ﬁ§§:——?k§gv. | 6§£;~>'4ﬁ;;. b
) 26th |2nd | Ot: | 16th | 23rd | 1955 | 1956 | 1956
Industrial Materials ... 247.2 | 248.2 | 247.6 | 248.3| 249.5 | 240.8| 247.6 | 248.4
Caadian Parm Prodocts ... 208.5 | 207.4 | 208.2 | 209.2| 211.8 | 196.9| 208.0 | 209.2
PR, ..o 160.0 | 159.9 | 160.6 | 162.6| 164.5 | 153.2| 159.9 | 161.9
ARIMAL oo 256.9 | 254.9 | 255.9 | 255.7| 259.1 | 240.5| 256.0 | 256.4 .

p-pr

eliminary



SECURITY PRICE INDEXES:  Thg Investors' Index of 96 common stocks fell 6.6 per
(1935- 1939 = 1003
. cent in the five-week period between October 25th and

Hovember 29th from 265.2 to 247.6, bringing the series to its lowest level since
the week of January 19th. Week-to-week movement showed a firmer tone in
the first part of the month followed by continuous weakness. Deglines in the major

groups were: 7 Banks, 7.1 per cent from 278.5 to 258.8; 76 Industrials 6.8 per
cent from 278.3 to 259.3; and 13 Utilities 5.3 per cent from 202.7 to 192,0.
Indexes were lower for all sub-groips, with losses led by Machinery and Equipment
and Industrial Mines, each 10.0 per cent, Beverages 9.4 per cent, Pulp and Paper
9.2 per cent, Milling 8.9 per cent, Transportation 8.3 per cent and Building
Materials 7.3 per cent.

Tie composite index of 26 mining issues declined 9.8

..,.J.er cent in the period under review, from 130.4 to 117.6, the lowest level for

this index since tlie final week of October 1955. For 21 Gold Stocks the index

fell 10.7 per cent fro: 71.8 to 64.1, while that for 5 Base Metals dropped 9.2
per cent from 264./ to 240.1.

. Woohly Securily Price Indexes (1935-1939 = 100)
- 1956 Week Ended Monthly Average
Oct. Hov, Hov. lov, | Hov. Hov. Hov. Oct. Hov.
- 25th | 1lst | 8th | 15th | 22nd | 29th | 1955 | 1956 [1956
.nVEStors’ Price Index
96 Common StOCKS ... 265.2 | 267.9 270.5| 267.5| 258.2| 247.6| 245.6| 270.3 |262.3
6 Industrials...........oo. 278.3 | 282.7| 2¢5.2| 281.5| 271.1| 259.3| 255.3| 284.8 [276.0
13 ULHEES oo 202.7 | 202.3 205.9] 202.9| 198.3| 192.0| 201.4| 205.1 [200.3
. T BANKS coovoeerssvosooesoeresnoes oo 278.5 | 270.3 272.0| 275.7| 267.4| 258.8| 250.8| 275.3|268.8
Mining Stock Price Index
26 StocKS.. | 13004 | 132,00 133.8| 130.6| 123.1| 117.6| 119.6| 133.5|127.4
P2 BT 1 S TLE | TLA L4l 69.4 66,6| 64.1] TL.2] T2.5| 68.6
5 Rase Metals ... 264.4 | 270.8 276.7| 270.6| 252.6| 240.1| 230.2| 273.3|262.2
@

N.B. Enquiries conceming indexes in this release should be directed to The Prices Section, Labour and Prices
Division.
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