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THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: Kf:tj

1961=100 y & 4

g ! The Consumer Price Index for Canada moved up by O.BMper cent to 129.7 in
April from 128.9 in larch, The April 1970 index stood 4.1l per cent above its April 1969 level of
124,6., The movement in the latest index from the preceding month, though only about half that for
April 1949, ms equivalent to the average april change for the past five years, All major components,
except Totacco and Alcohol, contributed to the April 1970 rise in the index. The Food component moved
up 0,8 per cent after declining by 0.6 per cent a month earlier. Higher professional fees were the
main cause of a 1.2 per cent advance in the Health and Personal Care index, Among other major
components the Clothing index increased by 0.6 per cent, largely reflecting higher prices for outer-
wear items, while the ilcusing and the Transportation indexes each rose by 0,5 per cent. The
Recreation and Reading component edged up by 0.1 per cent.

Consumer Price Index and Main Compenents (1961=100)

Index Per Cent Change

Component : e
g (1) 1970 1969 April 1970 From
P .. : s Farch April

April I h

p ‘arc April 1970 1969
ALL-ITEI 100 129,7 128,9 124.6 + 0.6 + 4l
Food 27 S8, 130.5 125.0 + 0.8 +Toh2
Housi.n; (2) 32 129.8 19,2 123.7 + 0.5 o (st
Clothing 11 1256.8 126.0 124.3 + 0.6 + 2,0
Transportation 12 1246 124,0 119.9 OS5 +9E0T
Health and Personal Care 7 1393 1877 1:3% 7 + 1.2 * fa2
Recreation and lleading 5 129,6 129.5 125.4 - %) 3.3
Tobacco and Alecohol 6 126,5 12645 125.5 - + 0.8

ald=ITE}S Consumer Price Index Converted to l9h9=100 © e PCNNENOILOCLIPOEINGNIIIIBIGIOIIIIEOETRSDS 16706

(1) Component weights indicate the relative importance of item groups,
(2) This index is composed of shelter and household operation,

The Food index advanced by 0.8 per cent to 131,5 in April from 130,5 in
Yarch. In the latest month higher prices for fresh fruits and vegetables, as well as for some meat
items, outweighed smaller price declines for pork, egzs and some dairy products., Increases of five
per cent or more were recorded since larch for onions, turmips, cabbage, tomatoes, lettuce and
grapefruit, PFartially offsetting these advances, price declines were recorded for carrots, celery
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WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES (\nfEEl(m1
(1935-1939=100)

The price index of Thirty Industrial leterials, calculated as an
unweighted geometric average, advanced fractionally to 276,6 from 276,5 in the three-week period
April 3rd to April 24th, Prices were higher for six commodities, lower for nine and unchanged for
fifteen, Principal changes included increases for spruce lumber, unbleached pulp sulphite, tin and
raw sugar, while decreases occurred for linseed oil, raw rubber, hogs, raw wool and beef hides.

In the same three-week period, the price index of Canadian Farm
Products at terminal markets declined 0,1 per cent to 276.3 from 276,6. The Animzl Products index
moved 0.8 per cent lower to 361.4 from 364./ reflecting price decreases for eggs on both Eastern and
Western markets, for hogs in the last, and raw wool, calves and steers in the West., Iligher prices
were shown for calves in the kast and lambs in the iest. The Field Products index advanced 1,3 per
cent to 191.2 from 18€,8 on higher prices for potatoes on both markets, for hay in the Iast and flax

in the West. Lower prices were shown for rye on both Eastern and ‘lestern markets and for hay in the

West,
wholesale Price Induxes (1935-1939=100)
1970 Week Ended Monthly Indexes
May Apr, Apr, Apr, Apr, |Apr.(P) Mar, Apr,
lst 24th 17th 10th 3rd 1970 1976 ' | 1569
N
Industrial Materials ........ g 276.6 | 276.3 | 2%6.4 | 2.5 | 276,3 | 273.7 | 267.7
Canadian Farm Products ...... 276.3 275 2747 276.6 274.5 280.3 | 2659
Eilgllid e ot . 8 R ks 1 ¥ 3 191 23 1€8,6 188,6 188.8 188.6 189.4 183.0
Angunall | Z73- o e (o S - | 111 361.4 360, 3 360, 7 364.4 360.3 M2 352.8
Regional Indexes: i |
Easterd’ Ganada | .jonp geseinis E 299.1 297.2 298.5 299.5 297.2 304.7 287.8
Westeérn Canadaiam.i. .oeah. o, 5 253,5 251,.8 250,8 253.7 251,8 255.9 250.2

1 ~ A1l 1970 indexes are subject to revision. For Canadian Farm Products, indexes subsequent to Maly
1968 are subtject e rawizien wh and whes werciodoeiicn sayweanbs ars snpomcead oo Weshwn goadias.
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SHCURITY PRICE INDEXES:
(1956=100)

The Investors Index of common stock prices dropped 8,3 per cent to 185,6
in the four-week period April 2nd to April 30th, its lowest level since the middle of 1969, Indexes
for the three major groups and all of their respective sub-groups decreased, with Industrials down
9.3 per cent to 195.5, Utilities down 7.0 per cent to 150,2 and Finance dropping 4.5 per cent to
18L.0. Nearly all sub-groups experienced noticeable drops in the week of April 23rd, when major
losses were recorded on many illorth american stock excheanges, Within Industrials, decreases ranged
from 13.2 per cent for Petroleum to 5,3 per cent for Ketal Fabricating, although Textiles and
Clothing, Printing and Publishing, and Chemicals recovered slightly towards the end of the month,

In Utilities, indexes continued to be lower throughout the month, with Zlectric Power registering
the largest decrease at 9.1 per cent. In Finance, Banks and Investment and Loan decreased 4.4 per
cent and 4.0 per cent respectively.

In the same period, the index of Mining stock prices dropped 8.4 per cent
to 109.8 in response to losses of 11.0 per cent for Golds and 7.0 per cent for Base lietals.

Both supplementary price indexes fell, with Uraniums dowm 13.0 per cent to
130.6 and Primary Oils and Gas dowm 22.8 per cent to 179,1.

Weekly Security Price Indexes (1956=100)

Week ended 7 ;hz:ge Monthly average
Index and numbers of -
stocks priced Apr, Lpr. Apr, Apr. Apr. Apr, Apr, Mar, Apr,
0th 23rd 16th S9th 2nd 2nd 1970 1970 1969

Investors Price Index ....Jdl4 | 185.6 | 187.0 | 195.1 ) 199.2 | 202,4 | = 8.3 193,91 199.5 203.5
ANS GERAS & . esie Wathe-s 80 i 0295,5. |« W97, Tl J2CE6R6 | 2020l 1206 A w2493 205,6 | 211,41 208,0
Industrial mines ..... L | 222.1 | 225,6 | 237.7 | 243.8 | 245.9 | - 9.7 235.0 | 242,61 210.9
OO, Al ¥ e« oo e o 210 249l 255, 0 [+ 265:0.Jw 2651, |2 260861 | = 0.5 260,2 | 263.9| 229.8
BEVeGArE Sl il e i Ted 30HLIS [WBRELATH %325 61 1 w3820 el ISEEEEl e G0 323,7 | 328.6) 319.0
Textiles and clothing 5 | 114,0 | 108.,0 | 113.7| 123,1 | 126.8 | - 10,1 1V7. 08 - 1285 [ Ngsh,
PUIP and paper """" 7 M.é 145-2 15109 15607 15808 =) 8-9 151-4 15602 165c2
Printing and pub. .... &4 | 792,5 | 781.5 | 816.5 | 841,2 | 852.5 | - 7.0 816.8 | 8L1.4| T44,.8
Primary Ture (o)) R ¥ 8 93.0 91.}.6 99-5 101.3 lol.o — 709 97-9 99‘5 1-]-5.1+
Metal fabricating .... 9 | 120,3 | 121.9 | 126.8 | 127.9 | 127.0 | - 5.2 124.8 | 128,56 149.9
Non-metallic minerals 4 | 109.4 | 109,4 | 118,5 | 121.,2 | 117.8 | - 7.1 1155 3 112534 § deieds
REEEG lelun, . 5., . $E S5 7| 068, A58, Taled T710 | 2825 AL NEEEDS | S, 3 175094 17952 | LR
@Remycalish. b, 2L L6 L Thy 79.5 T 82,2 83.9 84.2 | - 5.6 EIG 87,9 132.4
Construction ......... 4 S54e2 50, 1: 56,3 56,8 59sl e~ 833 56,7 512 X285
BRESRtY frade . . . aaseas 71 305, 9. [ =215, I 22007 [8:222. Tl 250un = 1246 220,2 | 229,01 269.6
s ST S e e B R 20| As6h2e F 151= 9 (b 1657, 7 |5 TGE . Fe 16Tk S e i 156,0 | 158,1 | 1856.4
Pipelines ...... gt Gy ST 7I8 91 el e 17oSa) (P IEESs aLEE @i~ | 6l 177,5 jw 175.2 | 2940
Transportation ....... 4 | A38. o008 20888, | 20550 || 05,2 [ =~ 727 196.7 |Hee7.8 [T ashs
qeifephone®, . .. Y. & . 3| 100,9 | 101,1 | 102,6 08,8 WMO5.9 | _— LN 102, 9 R1C2%6 | 1958
BilleEtric Spower: . S5-L . & i 2 TR | SR iRl A | s - 9.1 1383 1 a9 [ s oRus
Gas diS tribution """ 5 325-l§ 32702 34706 31&60 355-5 = 8-5 34005 35010 Uo0-7
BAATEIEIEC" . &cofe o s o Soiemna B 1y | 184,0 | 181,11 | 188.2 | 188,4 | 192,2 | ~ L3 186,8 | 1956.3 | 204.0
B e | ST, S P 6 | 197.5 | 192.0 | 200.2 | 200.8 | 206.5 | = hebs 199.4 | 211,9 | 214.3
Investment and loan .. 8 | 157.4 | 159.3 | 164.4 | 163.8 | 164.0 | -~ 4.0 161,8 | 155,4 | 183,3
Mining Stock Price Index .24 | 109.8 | 109.4 | 1156.9 | 118,2 | 119,9 | -~ 8.4 T, 81| VLS Ol IRSTRRE2
EDINAIS™ . L . WPl apemene lo ore s 107.8 .| 10892, "119,2°F ITI80 o 2L o — LL.0Q 1605 1| -12u, 5% (NN
Base metals .......... ].8 110.9 llO.l 115.6 u7l7 1.1903 - 700 ]—114»-7 115-2 102.8
Uraniums Price Index ..... L | L0561 D0 ie Bl Ul 50, B B0 S IS 1330 s 7 | R3O 2EER
Primary Oils and Gas ..... GO ) I = | o) 0 (| (R 00 il >l | (D e 207,5 | 220.0 | 289.8
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THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX: (Concluded from Fage 1) 101075
(1961=100)
and bananas. Tuw price of Leel rese U8 per cank since the procerling mmitly Ous s «bill 6.5 i

below its June 1969 peak, Poultry, fisi and other meats registered lesser increases., lork, by
contrast, recorded a seasonal decrezse of 0,9 per cent thouzh its latest level was 10,1 per cent
higher than a year earlier, Egg prices declined for the fourth consecutive month to a level thirty
per cent below their December 1969 peak. Among dairy products, the price of fluid milk edged dowm
by C.l per cent reflecting scatterad declines in Toronto, while Canada average prices for ice cream,
evaporated milk and process cheese were also lower. COther movements of note since the preceding
month included sugar, up l.3 per cent to reach its highest level since August 1969; regular coffee,
up 1,8 per cent in contrast to instant coffee which declined by 1,0 per cent; and lard, up 2.3 per
cent to reach a level 2l.4 per cent hizher than a year earlier. Restaurant meals rose 0.8 per cent
since the preceding month to match the rise in the food at home component; however, in the latest
twelve-month period, restaurant meals heve advanced 6.8 per cent compared to 5.0 per cent for food
consumed at home. The April Food index stood 5.2 per cent above its corresponding level a year
earlier,

The llousing index rose by 0.5 per cent to 129.8 in April from 129,2 a
month earlier. Increases were recorded for both the shelter and the household operation elements,
The home-ownership component advanced by 0.9 per cent due almost entirely to increased mortgage
interest rates, On the other hand, tenant costs edged up by only O.l per cent with isolated declines
occurring in some ilestern cities. Among household operation items, the price of electricity rose 2,3
per cent due to a substantial increase in rates in British Colwmbia. [urniture, household textiles
and most supplies increased in price, while slightly lower quotations were recorded for appliances,
floor coverings and utensils. The ipril Housing index was 4.9 per cent higher than a year earlier,

The Clothing index moved up by 0.6 per cent to 126,8 in April from 126.0
a month earlier. Hen's wear prices advanced by l.1 per cent reflecting increases on virtually all
items except dress shirts and some underwsar. ‘omen's wear prices moved up by 0.5 per cent, with
most increases restricted to outerwear items, Prices for footwear advanced by 1,0 per cent, but
piece goods and clothing services remained unchanged. Childrents wear prices registered a 0.2 per
cent decrease, The Clothing index was 2,0 per cent higher than twelve months previous,

The Transportation index rose 0.5 per cent to 124.5 in April from 124.0 a
month earlier. lost of the increase in the latest month was associated with an advance in the travel
and local transportation components. Inter—city train fares rezistered a seasonal rise, while local
bus fares were increased in Vancouver and St. John's, The automobile operation component edzed up by
0.1 per cent reflecting minor advances for insurance and motor oil. The Transportation index was 3.9
per cent hizher than twelve months previous.

The Health and Personal Care index advanced by 1.2 per cent to 139,3 in
April from 137,7 a month earlier, Generally increased dentists! fees, together with higher doctors!
and optical care fees in non-Medicare provinces accounted for most of the rise in the latest month.
In addition, increased prices for most tolletry items were registered in a nwnber of regional cities.
The Health and Personal Care index stood 4.2 per cent above its level of a year apo.

The Recreation and Reading index edged up 0.1 per cent to 129.6 in April
from 129.5 a month earlier. Fractional increases were recorded for portable televisions and
phonograph records. The Recreation and Reading index was 3.3 per cent above its corresponding level
twelve months earlier,

The Tobacco and Alcohol index in April was unchanged from its March level
and stood only 0.8 per cent higher than a year earlier,

k. NOTE

For comprehensive detail on these and
other price statistics, see Prices and Price
Indexes (Monthly), Catalogue No. 62-002,

Price: $4.00 Per Year; Single Copies 40 Cents




