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DIDEA NUMBERS OF FARM PRICaS OF ACRIGULTURAL IPRCDUCTS, FUBRUARY 19353 1)
(1535-39 = 100,

The indeéx of Tam prices of agricultursl products estimated at 249.3 for
February 1953 is down nearly four points from the revised figure of 252.1 for January.

Frices for live stéell and potatose de€lined sulliciently to moré thun offset Tha
£light gain recorde:d for the nrices of poultry and eggse

INDEX WIMBYRE OF FARM PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL IRODUCTS

(1935-38 = 190)
. Monthly Index = annual indox
Frevince Fole F. Fol.
- 1953 & 1533 2f Las 1352 2 1551 1550
Prince Sdward Island 2391 280.2 31544 3528 236,4 182,6
Bova icotiw 236.5 250eC 27363 2713 24252 20645
By Sranswicle 255.4 a52.6 3182 4355 2504 21644
wusban a.2 2785 5 30647 293.9 30546 26G.3
Contario 205.5 272416 297143 28645 315.2 255 1
Kanitoba 23351 245.2 28144 255.4 30145 2y
suaratchewen 218.0 2097 25253 23643 26&sT 251.5
Alverta 2337 23647 279.6 290" 208.0 276.1
British Columbia 27G.0 2T/ +3 30843 237.6 2G8.4 244.3
CaNaDi Y/ £49.5 2558l 285.1 A70a4 256,95 200.8
L Fucludss Newloundland,
2, Bused on initial price only for oats and initiul prices nlus interim payments for
wheat and barley in Manitoba, Uaskatchewan aun? Alberta.

2 Pased on initial priece orly for oats and initial prices plus Interim payments lox

wheat and barley in “anitoba, Saskatebewun and alberta for the months of August
to December inclusive.

in somparing current index numbars with those nrior to August 1952, the
folluwing points should be considered. riczs for woestern grains used in the
construction of the index since August 1, 1352 ars initial prices only for oats
and initial prices plus inbterim payments for whoat and tarley. J&Frior te hugust
1952, prices of these western graing are [liral prices. iany subseguent participa-
tion payments mude on the 1952 crops will be audded to the prices currently used
an? the index revised upward uccordingly. dn increass of 10 conts in the orices
of western wheat, oatsc or barley would result in upwurd ravisions in the indices
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for each of the Prairie Provinces and Carada approzimately as follows, in pointss

Liyitohu susizatchewan Alberta Canada
wheat 6.2 90,'{ 801 4-0
Qats 1.0 1.1 1hnr] 005
Earley 2% 0.5 0.4 ol

Since August 1, 1952 prairie {ara prices for oats ars initial prices
only and amount to 65 cents for Wo. 2 Ceils at the Lakehead. Prices for whee® and
barlesy are initial prices plus retroactive interim puyments. In total *the initial
and interim payments amount to ylell per bushel for No. 3 C.il. O6-raw barley and {1.60
per bushel for No. 1 Northern wheat in store Fort William—Port Arthur. In addition
to the payments made at the time of delivery, nroducer certificates are issued to the
grower covering quantities and ;rades delivered. These cortificates entitle nroducers
to share in any surpluses accumulated by the Board through the sale of these grains
delivered to the Board Auring the crop year auguct 1, 1952 to July 21, 1953. Any
varticipation nayments made on these yrains at a luater date will be added to the
arices currently used in the price index and the index roevised upwar? accordingly.

Most of the price information used in conpiling the index is obtained
from reports furnished monthly by volunteer farm corresoondents throughout Canada.
The prices used in computing the index are, a3 closcly as can be determined, the
prices which are actually received by fuvmoers. Thus the storage, transportation,
rrocessing and handling charges which arc not actually received by farmers are not
included. On *the other hand, subsidies, bonuses and prsmiums which can be attributed
to specific products are all included to date.

The prices of wheat, oata, barley and flux contain all equalization,
adjusting and final payments including the recently announced interim payments of
20 cents per bushel on wheat und 15 cents per bushel on borley. All payments of
this kind are included in the year ir which earned, not in the ysar in which vpaid.

In compiling the index the fixed btase welghted aygrepative method
hus been used. ach commodity has becn weighted by the annual average amounts
sold in the tive-ysar base period 1915-39. Ko adjustments for seasonal variation
of the orices have heen made. The index is based upon prices for about 5C farm
products which contrihutaed approzimately 90 pver cent to the total cash income
received by furmers from the sale of farm products, during ths base neriod. The
series is subject to revision as more complete data become availablee 4an historical
series of index numbors of farm nrices af apgrisultural nroducts is carricd in the
Yuarterly Bulletin of aAgricultural Jstatistics,
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