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This decrease was mainly attributable to the usual seasonal recession in wage rates.
The January index stands at O.1 per cent below the corresponding January 1953 figure of 220,9., The
composite index, exclusive of living costs, dropped 5.1 per cent to 231.1 between August and January,
while a decline of 0.9 per cent occurred over the year ending Janmuary 1954.

Wage rates showed a marked decline aas the All Canada index fell 13.9 per cent to 409.5
between August and January. Regional differences were notable, the Eastern index declining 6.2 per
cent to 419.2 vhile the Western series recorded a drop of 23.4 per cent.

The equipment and materials component moved down 1.1 per cent from 206.3 to 204.0 between
August and January, with identical percentage changes occurring for both regions. Lower prices for
seed and feed were primarily responsible for the decline, although minor decreases also oscurred for
bullding materials, gasoline, oil and gresse and farz machinery. On the other hand compounded
fertilizer rose 0.8 per cent to 183.5 due almost entirely to higher quotations in the Western Canada
series while binder twine was unchanged.

Farm family living costs changed from 204.9 in August to 204.8 in January. At this level
the index stood 1.1 per cent above the January 1953 index of 202.6. A decrease of 0.8 per cent in
food overbalanced advances of 1,1 per cent for fuel, 0,9 per cent for health and maintenance and 0,3
per cent for miscellaneous items, Clothing and household equipment which are computed only twice a

year, in April and August, were nominally unchanged.
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Exclusive and Interest Wage Living Inclusive
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EASTZRN CANADA
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(a) 1954 indexes are subject to revision, since tax and interest rate figures are
preliminary.
(r) revised.
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