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PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF COMMCDITIES AND SERVICES USED BY F. . ¥ERS*
(1935-39%100Q)
January, 1948

The Dominion composite index of commodities and services use:’ oy farmers,
inclusive of living costs, rose to 168.5 in January, 1948, an increas. of 26.7
points from January, 1947, An August - January advance of 10.4 point: was recorded
by this series. The seasonal decline in farm wage rates which usuell; is respoasible
for a small recession in the January composite index was substantiall: ocutweighed
in this period by commodity price increases.

Equipment and materials prices rose 21.6 points between Augu::. and January,
with point increases ranging from 5.5 for hardware to 52,1 and 64,7 i .r feed and
seed, Farm family living costs for all Canada were up 8.7 points wit: ocods showing
the largest group increase.
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The four main series entering the Dominion composite index are ... wn below:

Farm
Composite Equipment Tax and ﬂarﬁ Femily
Index and Interest agc PR

Materials Rates Rate.

Costs
January, 1948 ....... 168.5 167.5 116.4 x 100 © 155.2
August, 1947 ........ 138,1 © 145.9 r 116.4 x 343, 146.5
April, 1947 ...... sl 1l49,4 r 138.5 1l6.4 x 322 . % 136.1
January, 1947 ....... l141,8 r 130.4 116.4 x B e ) 12,2
1938 s worerer « Alenerene « & e 99.3 96.1 100.6 (01 99.5
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TABLE 1 - COMPOSITE PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF CULIDITIES AND SERVICES USED =Y FARMERS
AND FARM FAMILY LIVING i575 (1935-39 =100)

Equipment, Pbbe o & Composgite Eq.ipment,
Composite Texes, “*‘j;“en Index Tzr2s,Interest
Index! Interest and - Exclusive of E:_lusive of

Living Costs Liv-32 COStS  14ving Costs Li-ing Costs

ALL CANALS
1926 OO i 1:26.9 22, 7 e, 7 129.3 123.8
1339 .....venn 99,3 98.1 87.9 99.1 702
1946 - January . 134.6 12315, v 125.4 141,33 r 122.8 ®
April ... 139.1 r 112562 T i27.4 147.8 r 124,5 r
August .. l42.2 r 1 & T 223.4 149.9 r 124,9 r
1947 - January . 14l.8 r I28Mir s WSy, 1 148.1 r 27.1 r
April ... 1l43.4 r 134.3 r ¥37. 5 15843z 233.1 r
August .. 158.1 r 14,8 i 146.1 165, 80ir 138.7 r
1948 - January . 168.5 155wl S 2R 177,3 -7 155.0
oo 13 e
EASTERN CANDA iy
1828 .c.eieenen 125.0 122.6 121.8 128.1 i24.2
1933 D00 AT 98,1 97.7 97.2 98.9 96,5
1946 - Jenuary . = 136,0 r 122,8 r 126.7 143.5 121.6 r
April ... 139,0 124.0 r 1e28 g: 147,7 ¢ AT o
August .. 142,2 126,1 130.3 149.9 123.1
1947 - January . 143.7 r 12883 T AESIL, G 195 v 2553 i
April ... 149.1 r 132,7 r ST | 57,9 B 180.8"
August .. 1.58,5 1 140,00 r 16,3 r 166.3 r 136.9 1
1948 - January . 17257 156.7 136.4 184.6 158.0
WESTERN CilNADA
1928 oo so e 127.4 122 78 3-89, 'O 131.0 123.3
988 5 appeaes 99.6 98,7 97.8 99.6 98.1
1946 - January . 132.6 r 124,7 r 123.5 137.8 r 124.7 ¢
APEAN Fosexs 138.3 & 127.0r 38, 3 148.1 r 227.8 r
August .. 142,1 r 128.6 r 188.0 150.0 r 27.5'r
1947 - January . 138.9 r 130.3 r 1390.0 143.1 r _28.8 r
April ... 149.9 r 136.8 r i38.1 1SN0 B 57,0 v
August .. w5, 2 ® 143.6 r 145.9 165.0 r l4l.4 1
1948 -« January . 162,1 152, 6 156.9 166.4 150.6

1 The composite index in column 1 consists of four separate indexes: equip:i.2nt end
materials, tax and interest rates, wage rates and farm family living cos:s. The
other columns present partial combinations of these four basic series. xsvisions in
these series are due to annual revisions of tax rate index numbers which .re based
on actual tax figures for 1946 and on estimates for 1947, 1947 and 194¢ index
numbers are subject to further revision in Jsruary, 1949.

r Revised.
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TABLE 2 - PRICE INDEES OF EJUIMENT AND MATERIALS USED BY FARMERS (1935239 = 100)

Equipment & Gasoline,

Materials Imple- Ferii- 0i1, Brilding Hard- Binder

Index megts lizer e Hses Grense Maserinlg ware Taine

ALL CANADA

1926 R 5 e e 120.6 97.3 122.0 T I1Ra 137.6 131.0 114 0 103.7 184.5
1939 B oodT o 95,1 103.9 oA, 2 80.2 av.1 97.6 i68.1 101.6 93.8
1946 - January .... 125.9 113.1 108.,0 132.3 129.6 120.1 172.8 119.2 126.4
RpiYl 2.0, .5 128,2 119.3 108.0 144.4 130.0 121.9 V5.5 120.4 126.4

hugust ..... 128.6 119.3 110.1 142.4 130.6 121.9 175,93 122.8 126.4

1947 - January .... 130.4 122.7 110.8 145.8 131, 7 122.4 177.4 124.1 126.4
April ...... 138.5 12257 110.8 153.8 144.9 126.4 178.9 128.0 226.2
August ..... 145.9 r 128=7 12852 187,0 r 148.8 127.7 202.9 136.8 226.2

1348 - January .... 167 15 122.7 133.9 251.7 200.9 138.8 216.4 142,3 226.2

EASTERN CANADA

MRS o s e 19229 37.0 129.0 121.4 134.93 136.6 114.0 101.9 184.5
1339 TS T 300 ISET 104.3 72 82.4 81.0 100.1 108.1 102.0 23.8
1946 - January .... 128,1 113.5 108.0 141,.8 125.8 237 174.4 118.9 126.4
April . ... 129.4 120.0 108.0 142,6 126.0 129,7 174.8 120.8 126.4
August ..... 130.1 120.0 110.1 141.8 126.8 129,7 175.7 123.2 126.4

1947 ~ January .. 131.8 123.4 110.8 145.2 128.4 130,3 177.4 124.5 126.4
DTN . o lixewete 137.9 123.4 110.8 149.8 140.0 133.3 1797 127.1 226.2
August ,.... 146.3 r 123.4 1252 178.9 r 143.8 124.7 137.8 136.3 226,.2

1948 - January .... 174.1 123.4 133.9 250.5 204.1 146.9 210,3 141.6 226,2

WESTERN CANADA

S mos B 117.0 978 129,60 Y3735 141.6 122.6 114.0 106.3 184.5
IECTOLC TR RN 6.7 103.3 107.2 76,9 78.7 93.9 108,1 101.0 93.8
1946 - January .... 1621277 112.4 108.0 143.0 135.3 105.6 174.2 113.7 126.4
April oo.... 126.4 118.2 108.0 147.1 135.9 110.2 176,0 1N 8 126.4
August ..... 126.4 118.2 T100: 143.3 136.3 110.3 175.3 122.3 126.4

1347 - January .... 128.3 121.7 110.8 145.6 136.6 110.5 177.3 123.5 126.4
ADPREd: z@m. . 139.3 B U2 7 110.8 184.9 152.3 BLIISA 177.8 129.4 226.2
August ..... 145.3 120 %7 resni2 128k2 156.4 117.2 210,5 137.5 226,2

1948 - January .... 11577 121.7 133.9 253.6 . 1965.2 126.6 225.6 143.3 225518

r - Revised. . -
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TABLE 3 - INDEX.5 OF Faté TAX'1'AND INTBREEGT RaTES AND Fardl WiGE RATES (1935-33 =100)

Farm Tex and Interest Rates n Farm
Taxes and Interest wage
Interest P?operty on “ates

combined Texes fortgaces

ALL CANADA
1926 ..ieen... e N 142.7 118.1 167.9
1939 tiieieeniiienenas 100.6 104.2 95,1 108.1
1945 = AUBUSE .. .eeeens 110.6 124.% 39.2 301.0
1946 - JANUATY ..vovevsee 112.9 130.6 37.8 247.4
APPil viiiiiieaann 299.1
aggust ..ol . 3106.9
1947 - JanuaTy - ...ee..- 116.4 * 15644 = ae, 4 273.4
APTil oot ivnnnnns 322.2
August .. e iees. 0 343,95
1948 — JROUATY .- evvere.- 116.4 ¥ I ge.4 * 303.1
FASTERN CANADA

VA28 cievivecrcencoanne 128.4 133.9 115.3 144.1
1932 o _— 99,2 L. 85,0 108.5
1945 - August R 103.0 102,8 3855 289, 4
1946 - JaNUATY .. .vvevnnn 100,7 107.0 g7.1 263.2
April ... .eien... 289.3
AUEISt v Liieeeene 303.3
1947 - JNUATY .. cvreonns 106.8 % 04 fal = £9.3 295,6
APTil vt iivenn. 213,29
AUgUSt .. .iieee.s g
1948 - JanuaTy ......e... 106.8 X 114,8 * g9.2 X 325,4
WESTERN CANADA ‘
192 R 141.6 &G O 123.8 178.5
11T R (N —— 1R, 7 108,8 95,2 108.0
1945 - .ugust ....... : 122.1 148.2 90.0 388.3
1346 = JanuUaTy ...ecoen.. Lz | 165.9 £5.3 227.3
FEN} o S " 318.7
iugust . JE @ 341.3
1947 = JEOUETY - vuevennes 130 8 X 155.8 ¥ 87.8 244,9
spril ........ i 340,7
August ....... 50 363.1
1948 - JENUBTY - vvuvenn 130.8 * 165.8 * g7.8 * 274.9

x Preliminary.

. Municipal property taxes only. 1947 and 1948 indexes are
preliminary fionres based on 1947 tax estimates.



PAJIE & - GROUP INCEX NOMBELG OF CalinDI ol FARM FudILY LIVILG COUSTo (1935-32 -107)

- Compousite ‘ Household . Health Miscel-
Index Food Clothirgz Fuel ¥giipment Maintenance lanecus

ALL CAlliDa

1926 cecesasnssiaane 120L 134.4 136.1 124,2 107.8 95.8 102,3
1989 teseerstscan e 99.5 96.1 100.5 99.4 100wl 100.8 100.6
134G - January ....... 124.6 132,85 189S 122.6 1229 33 115.4 107.8
PR mEgas § e 186,1 134.0 129.9 122.9 134.5 115.7 107 38
Jugust ........ 136G.5 135.6 137.3 123.1 142.5 116.3 110.6
1947 - January ....... 1322 165250 137.3 128.5 142.5 122.5 LYY o2
ARBAY & oioioivaaioi 1361 148.1 141.3 129, 7 145.5 122,7 1.8
August ........ 146,95 154.8 161.5 133.0 182.8 1la22.7 111.5
1948 - January ....... 135.48 ISZI@ 161,15 % 147,5 152.8 n 134 .5 113.

EASTERN CANADA

1926 S i e 120.2 1356.1 134.8 nyeLs 108.0 9b...8 10213 1
1933 G CEEREEEL R g 93.5 95.4 100.2 398.3 101.0 100.€ 1300.6 o
1946 - January ....... 124,56 125.6 123.,3 118.9 .26, 1, 115.4 107.9
April ......... 126.1 7] 63720 (O] 120.4 118,93 131,171 ;7 107.9
suzust ....... . 120.6 140.1 1:5805 1598&y D 137.6 116.3 l1c.8
1347 - January ....... 1313 142.3 128.5 119.2 127.6 12255 111.4
2 073 ) SR L3929 NSl 142.7 120.2 141.8 2z, 7 111.4
Heust cop.s8s - 146.3 195680 164.0 126,1 157.6 w22, 7 1l
1348 - January ....... 154.3 135.3 154.0 n. 137.4 157.6 n 134.5 WENE
WESTERN CAaliDA
L O IOR. R 0 0 R 121.9 13).9 138.1 [ ) 107.4 95.R 102.4
BV s | N - [ 8,0 [P ™ LSE. B - A HC .1 JIRE EE =
L¥40 - January ....... 124.7 DLF 7ARES 129,93 128.2 133.8 1915, .5 107.6
April ......... 126,1 123.4 129.2 129.0 139.7 IS, .7 107.6
Lugnist «.ees e 130.3 131.4 135.4 129.3 149.9 116.4 110.4
1947 - January ....... 132.6 134.2 135.4 142.5 149.9 122.6 110.9
APTHI | Gren BYETS « - 136.4 143,7 139.2 143.9 161..1 W22 7 110.9
August ........ 1456.8 IS0 157.8 155.3 170.6 122...7 111.1
1948 - January «...... 1587 1272.9 157.8 n 168.7 170.6 n 134 .4 103,02

D . Nominal. =y



kxplanatory Lotes

The series in this bulletin are availzble beck to 1922. Freor. 13522 to 13833
they are on an annual basis; from 1940 to 1343, for april wad .suzust of .zch year,
d from 1344 to date, for Jenucry, April znd fugust of eech year.

It should be clearly understocd that these indexes reflect a:- sul nrice
changes only; they do not show variaticns in total farm costs resulti ng Jrom changes
in nuantities of items purchused. The same tasntities of ezch item are iced from
period to period so that movements in the indexes are due entirely to ¢'_ n7es in
price. .ll prices, rates, etc., are without ad justment of any kind. ¥ exanple,
farm implement prices used are those issued in cenipsny nprice lists with no ad just-
rent for change in the nuazlity of implements represented. The index, ti:cefore,
reflects the change in price for implements of stundard type cnd of the ame
generaul specifications as to capacity «nd sizc.

The conposite indexes do nct represent all the ex trenses of ot operation,
Cmissions include repairs to machinery and other es suipment, insurance, v.oierinary
charges and stock medicine, blacksmithing, breeding fees, sacrs and otn:: containers,
hired threshing, capital expenditure for live stock, automobiles, ete. . nese form
about 40 per cent of totul expenses, but abcut two.thirds of their valu: represents
capital expenditure,

The sepurate price series are combined ufter being weighted :-. accordunce
with their relative importance in the base years. [n technical terms, w'e indexes
ere relatives of *weighted arithmetic means, in which the time-vase and < .= weight
tuse are approximately ejuivzlent.

The Tarm cost-of-living index wau revised in 1935 wnew annu: living ex-
peuditures were obtuined for 1,632 families orerating furms in all gproviices. At
that time, furmers reported spending atout 40 per cent of cash outlay r'c: living
expenses cnd the remeining ©0 per cent for operating costs. This 40-80 -atio is
used in the prepueration of the cambined index of living costs and comnocc.ties and
services. The complete weighting system is given iu the august, 1944 i:rue of
this bulletin.

Implements revresented in the index include farm tractors in .idition to
the principal tilling and planting inmrlements, birders, mowers and wagor. . FPrices
usec are those listed in rezular implement cuitalosues. setuil on compor:ut items
for building naterials, quaolxnc, fertilizer, feed, binder twine, seed : '3 hardware
is given in the .august, 1%44 issue of this bulletin.

The tax-rate index refers to rmir’ munieipnl arbProrty texes. It s bused
upon & specini sunrle of rural municipnlity recordz pivias assessed lans alustisns
and comparable tatzl umounts of tuxes levied,

The interest-rete index refers to interest on mgrtecses, znd (5 obtained
from crop correspcndeut returns, indicating the prevailine level of rute. in farm
comrunities., Furm wage rates are obtuined fron cron curresyondent returr. also,
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