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PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF C0IODITLES AND SERVICES USED BY 1..RS 4  
(1935- 39 100) 
January, 1948 

The Dominion composite index of commodities and services use. y farmers, 
inclusive of living costs 1  rose to 168.5 in January, 1948, an increasL of 26.7 
points from January, 1947. An August - January advance of 10.4 point. was recorded 
by this series. The seasonal decline in farm wage rates which usuall: is responsible 
for a small recession in the January composite index was substantiall, outweighed 
in this period by commodity price increases. 

Equipment and materials prices rose 21.6 points between Augu and January, 
with point increases ranging from 5.5 for hardware to 52.1 and 64.7 r feed and 
seed. Farm family liwing costs for all Canada were up 8.7 points wit. 'oods showing 
the largest group increase. 
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The four main series entering the Dominion composite index are 	jwn below: 

Composite Equipment Tax 	and Far. Farm 
Family 

Index and Interest Wa. 
Living Materials Rates Rate 
Costs 

January, 	1948 	....... 168.5 167.5 116.4 x 303.. 155.2 
Aigust, 	1947 	........ 158.1 r 145.9 r 116.4 x 343. 146.5 
April, 	1947 	......... 149.4 r 138.5 116.4 x 322... 136.1 
January, 1947 141.8 r 130.4 116.4 x 273. 132.2 
1939 	............... 99.3 96.1 100.6 108. 99.5 

Prellrinsrv r- flevied /1 
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TABLE 1 - COh0SITh PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF C1JITIES AND SERVICE3 USED Y iiRS 

AND FARM FAMILY LI7LN .STS (1935-39 = 100) 

Equipment, 	Composite 	Ec pment, - 
Composite Taxes, 	Index 	T:s,Interest 

Index' 	Interest and 	Exclusive of E:. 1usive of 
Living Costs L1r 	Costs Living Costs L :ng Costs 

ALL CANAL.s 

1926 125.9 122,7 L3.7 129.3 123.8 
1939 99.3 98.1 37.5 99.1 97.2 
1946 - January 134.6 r 123.5 r 125.4 141.3 r 122.8 r 

April 139.1 r 125.2 r :2 7 .4 147.8 r 124.5 r 
August 142.2 r 127.1 r .2.4 149.9 r 124.9 r 

1947 - January 141.8 r 129.1 r IZ1.1 148.1 r 127.1 r 
April 149.4 r 134.3 r :37.5 158.3 r 133.1 r 
August 158.1 r 141.8 r 46.1 165.8 r 138.7 r 

1948 - January 168.5 155.1 132.6 177.3 \%7.,  155.0 

EASRN CAN.A 

1926 125.0 122.6 121.8 128.1 124.2 
1939 99,1 97.7 97.2 98,9 96.5 
1946 - January . 136,0 r 122,8 r 126.7 143.5 121.6 r 

April 	... 139.0 124.0 r 128.1 147.7 r 122.6 r 
August .. 142.2 126.1 130.3 149.9 123.1 

1947 - January . 143.7 r 128.3 r 131.9 151.5 r 125.9 r 
April 	... 149.1 r 132.7 r 137.1 157.9 r 130.5 r 
August .. 158,3 r 140,6 r 146,3 r 166.3 r 136.9 

1948 - January 172,7 156.7 136.4 184.6 158.0 

CjN1.A 

1926 127.4 122,8 119.0 131.0 123.3 
1939 99.6 98.7 97.8 99.6 98.1 
1946 - January 132.6 r 124.7 r 123.5 137.8 r 124.7 r 

April 139.3 r 127.0 r 126.3 148.1 r .27. 	r 
August 142.1 r 128.6 r :28.0 150.0 r 127.5r 

1947 - January 138.9 r 130.3 r 133.0 143.1 r 128.6 r 
April 149.9 r 136.8 r 38.1 159.0 r 137.0 r 
August 157,7 r 143.6 r 145.9 165.0 r 141.4 r 

1948 - January 162.1 152.6 156.9 166.4 150.6 

1 The composite index in column 1 consists of four separate indexes: equip: nt and 
materials, tax and interest rates, wage rates and farm family living coa. The 
other columns present partial combinations of these four basic series. :v1sions in 
these series are due to annual revisions of t,ax rate index numbers which re based 
on actual tax figures for 1946 and on estimates for 1947. 1947 and 1948 index 
numbers are subject to further revision in January, 1949. 

r Revised. 



TABLE 2 - PRICE IND&SES OF E.UIMENT AND MAIERIALS UED BY FARM]}?S (1935-39 = 100) 

Equipment & Gasoline, 
Materials Imple- FerLi- 

Seed Feed 
Oi1 Bi1dirig Hard- Binder 

Index ments lizer Grene wire T.:1.nn 

All CANADA 

1925 ............ 120.6 97.3 129.0 127.8 137.6 131.0 1140 103.7 184.5 
1939 ............ 96.1 103.9 107. 80.2 3011 97.6 J0.1 101.6 93.8 
1946 - January 125.9 113.1 108.0 142.3 129.6 120.1 1 74.J 119.2 126.4 

April 128.2 119.3 108.0 144.4 130.0 121.9 175.3 120.4 126.4 
August 128.6 119.3 110.1 142.4 130.6 121.9 175.9 122.8 126.4 

1947 - January 130.4 122.7 110.8 145.8 131.7 122.4 177.4 124.1 126.4 
April 138.5 122.7 110.8 163.8 144.9 126.4 178,9 128.0 226.2 
August 145.9 r 122.7 125,2 187.0 r 148.8 127.7 202.9 136.8 226.2 

1948 - January 167.5 122.7 133,9 251.7 200.9 138.8 216,4 142.3 226.2 

EhThRN CANaDi 

122.9 97.0 129,0 121.4 134,9 136.6 114.0 101.9 184.5 
1939 95.7 104.3 107.2 82.4 81.0 100.1 108.1 102.0 93.8 
1946 - January 128.1 113.5 108.0 141.8 125.8 129.7 174.4 118.9 126.4 

April 129.4 120.0 108.0 142.6 126.0 129,7 174,8 120.8 126.4 
August 130.1 120.0 110,1 141,8 126.8 129.7 175,7 123.2 126.4 

1947 - January 131,8 123.4 110,8 145.2 126.4 130.3 177.4 124.5 126.4 
April 137,9 123.4 110,8 149.8 140,0 133,3 179.7 127.1 226.2 
August 	..... 146,3 r 123.4 125.2 178.9 r 143.8 134,7 197,8 136.3 226.2 

1948 - January .... 174,1 123.4 133.9 250,5 204,1 146,9 210,3 141.6 226.2 

1ERN CANADA 

1926 ............ 117.0 97.8 129.0 137.5 141.6 122.6 114,0 - 	 106.3 184.5 1939 ............ 96.7 103.3 107.2 76.9 78.,7 93,9 108.1 101.0 93.9 1946 - January 122.7 112.4 108.0 143.0 135.3 105.6 174.2 119,7 126.4 
April 126,4 118.2 108.0 147.1 135.9 110,2 176,0 119,8 126,4 
August 	..... 126.4 118.2 110.1 143.3 136.3 110.3 176,3 122.3 126.4 

1947 - January .... 128.3 121.7 110.8 146.6 136.6 110.5 177.3 123.5 126.4 
April 	...... 139.3 121.7 110.8 184.9 152.3 116.1 177.8 129.4 226.2 
August 	..... 145.3 121.7 125.2 199.2 156.4 117.2 210.5 137.5 226.2 

1948 - January .... 157.7 121.7 133.9 253.6 196.2 126.6 225.6 143.3 226.2 

r - Revised. 
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TABLE 3 - INDEL. JF F 	TAi'AiD INThRL3C :-m Ni F,h24 	RTES (1935-39 =100) 

- 	Farm Tax and Interest Rates 	Farm 
Taxes and 	 Interest 	ae 
Interest 	Property 	 :ates 
Combined 	Taxes 	Mortgages 

LL CANADt 

1926 ................. 133.7 142.7 119.1 167.9 
1939 .................. 100.6 104.2 95.1 108.1 
1945 - August 	.. 	........ 110.6 124.6 90.2 301.0 
1946 - January 112.9 133.6 378 247.4 

April 299.1 
August 316.5 

1947 - January 116.4 X 135.2 X 88.4 273.4 
April 322.2 
August 	........ 343.5 

1948 - January 116.4 X 135.2 X 54 
X 303.1 

EASrERN CANDA 

1026 .................. 128.4 133.9 115.5 144.1 
1939 .................. 99.2 101.1 95.0 100.5 
1945 - 	August 	.. 	......... 103.0 10918 90.5 289.4 
1946 - January  100.7 107.0 87.1 263.2 

April 289.3 
AuCust 303.3 

1947 - January 106.8 X 114.0 x  89.3 295.6 
April 313.2 
Auust........... 

1948 - January 106.6 X 114.8 X p93 X 3254 

ErErN CftN-Dit 

1926 .................. 141.6 156.0 123.8 178.5 
1939 .................. 102.7 108.8 95.2 138.0 
1945 - .ugust 	........... 122.1 148.2 90.0 323.3 
1946 - January 131.1 165.9 58.3 222.9 

Anril 318.7 
Migust 341. 

1947 - 	January 	.......... 130 8 X 165.8 ' 87.8 244.9 
April 340.7 
August 363.1 

1948 - January 	. 130.8 X 165.8 X 87.8 X 274.9 

x Preliminary. 	1 Municipal property taxes only. 1947 and 1948 indexes are 
preliminary fi"ires based on 1947 tax estimates. 
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fA31i. 4 - G1OUP IC1 	73Lrt3 OF C4AD1AN FARM '..LILY LIVLG COJT-.. (1935_3 = 10) 

CnoitM 	 Household 	Health 	Mjsce.l- 
Index 	Food 	Clot.hir 	Fuel 	Fqi.pment 	Maintenance 	laneous 

ALL CANAI... 

1925 ............... 120.9 134.4 136.1 124.2 107.8 95.8 102.3 
1939 ............... 99.5 96.1 100.5 99.4 101.1 100.8 100.6 
1946 - January 124.6 132.5 129.3 122.6 129.2 115.4 107.8 

April 12611 134.0 129.9 122.9 134.5 115.7 107.8 
August 130.5 136.E 137.3 123.1 142.5 116.3 110.6 

1947 - Junuary 132.2 139.1 137.3 128.5 142.5 122.5 111.2 
April 136.1 148.1 141.3 129.7 145.5 122.7 111.2 
August. 	........ l4.5 154.8 161.5 139.0 162.8 122,7 111.5 

1948 - January 135.2 182,0 161.5 a 147.5 152.8 a 134.5 113.6 

EASFERN CAN.DA 

1926 ............... 120.2 136.1 134.8 119.5 108.0 95.8 102.3 	U 
1939 ............... 99.5 96.4 100.2 98.9 101.0 100.8 130.6 	i 
1946 - January 124.6 135.6 129.3 118.9 126.1 115.4 107.9 	' 

April 126.1 137.0 130.4 118.9 131.1 115.7 107.9 
August 130.6 140.1 138.5 11.9 137.6 116.3 110.8 

1947 - January 131.9 142.3 138.5 119.2 137.6 122.5 111.4 
April 135.9 11,1 1427 120.2 141.8 122.? 111.4 
Auiust 146.3 15.3 164.0 128.1 157.6 122.7 111.7 

1346 - January 154.3 185.3 154.3 r. 137.4 157.6 n 134.5 113.8 

JThRN C fl•3 

1926 ............... 121.9 1:31.9 138.] 131.2 107.4 95.8 102.4 
........... 

- 3anuary 124.7 127.8 129.3 128.2 133.8 115.5 107.6 
April 	........ 125.1 129.4 129.2 129.0 139.7 115.7 107.6 
August 130.3 131.4 135.4 129.3 149.9 116.4 110.4 1947 - January 132.6 134.2 135.4 142.5 149.9 122.6 110.9 April 136.4 143.7 139.2 143.9 151.1 122.7 110.9 August 146.8 150.1 157.6 155.3 170.6 122.7 111.1 1948- January 155.7 177.1 157.8 n 162.7 170.6 n 134.4 113.2 

fl - Nominal 
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Lxplanatcry :otcs 

The series in this bulletin are available back to 1922. Frc: 122 to 1939 
they are on an annual basis; from 1940 to 1943, for April arid .'ugust or uch year, 
and from 1944 to date, for January, April and Aur,ust of each year. 

It should be clearly understood that these indexes reflect a 	price 
changes only; they do not show variations in total farm casts rc;u1tin; ram chones 
in rniantities of items purchased. The same -uantities of each item are :'iced from 
period to period so that movcrients In the indexes are due entirely to c nges in 
price. All prices, rates, etc., are without adjustment of any kind. Pc.: example, 
farm iplement prices used are those issued in conpany price lists with ..a adjust-
ment for chare in the ruality of impleients represented. The index, t: efore, 
reflects the chune in price for implements of standard type and of the 	me 
general specifications as to capacity and size. 

The eor.posite indexes do nct represent all the excinses of f 	operation. 
Oraissior,s include repairs to machinery and other euipntent, insurance, 	erinary 
charges and stock medicine, blacksmithing, breedinC fees, nacs and oth-: containers, 
hired threshing, capital expenditure for 11-e stock, automobiles, etc. 	iese form 
about 40 per cent of total expenses 1  but about to.thi.rds of their vaiu :cpresents 
capital expenditure. 

The separate price series are combined after being weighted 	accordance 
with their relative importance in the base years. In technical terms, - . indexes 
are relatives of weihted arithmetic means, in which the t.ine-base and . weight 
base are approximately euivalent. 

The farm cost-of-living index wao revised in 1936 when annu 	living ex- 
penditures were obtained for 1,692 families crerotir.', fLirms in all prcv:.. es. ht 
that time, farmers reportcd spending about 40 per cent of cu;h outlay f. living 
expenses and the remaining dO per cent for operating costs. This 40-6O atio is 
used in the preparation of the cnbined iudex of living costs and cornnoc ties and 
services. The complete weighting system is given in tne -ui5t, 1944 iie of 
this bulletin. 

Implements represented in the index include fan'n tractors in 	dition to 
the principal tilling and planting implements, binders,, ino;,'ers and wagon. 	Prices 
used are those listed in regular imle:ent cotaloucs. L"etail on corripo:. tAt items 
for building nnteria1. .aso1ine, fertilizer, 'eed, binder twine, seed 	hardware 
is given in the august, 144 issue of this bulletin. 

The tax-rate index refers to rur: 	ninici;.;ii r:rarti t,uxcs. 	t is bscd 
upon a 3pe tal 33T1'lC of rural municipal: ty recordo jt ' r r r 33cnsed lan: 	nluations 
and comparable ttal amounts of taxes levied. 

The interest-rate index refers to interest on 	rt'aes and 	obtained 
from crop corre3pondent returns, indicating the prova:linr level or rut. in farm 
communities. F'arm wage rates ore obtauod from co -  c rreso:dent retur:.. also, 
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