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Increases in equipment and materials prices, farm wage rates :nd farm family
living costs advanced the Dominion composite index of commodities and : :rvices used by
farmers 6.0 points between April and August, 1948. At 189.2 the Augus: index was 23.6
points higher than that for August, 1947. Exclusive of living costs, '“3 Dominion
composite index rose 6.1 points between April and August, and 23.9 poiiis in the ysear.

For all Canada, equipment and materials prices advanced 4.1 .-ints from April
to August; farm wage rates were up 21.0 points and farm family living -.sts 5.8 points.
Regional index numbers for eastern and western Canada showed the follcw . ug point in-
creases respectively: equipment and materials, 2.6 and 5.6; wage rato., 23.8 and 17.0;
living costs, 5.0 and 6.7.
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The four main series entering the Dominion composite index e:. shown below,
together with the composite index, inclusive and exclusive of living c: ts:

Composite Composite Eaus LT . F Farm
Index Index quipmen ol e Family
Inclusive of Exclusive of and Interest Wage Living
Living Costs Living Costs aterials Rates  Rates .4
(a) (a)
Aupust, 1948 ........ 189.2 202,3 177.0 P Gnte 39844 16945
April, 1948 ..vuevas 183.2 196.2- 172.2 119.6 377«4 16347
January, 1948 ...cc000 174 .7 1£7.6 169.8 118 337.8 15543
AUgUSE, 1947 veuven.. 165.6 178.4 1463 119.6  370.6 146.5
NUBIG] oo Siajennsagepopeiofe’oss To e 59.4 99a3 95.7 1011 110,2 99.5

(a) 1947 and 1948 indexes are subject to revision since tax and inter: % rate figures
are preliminary.
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TABLE 1. - PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF COMMODITIES AND SERVICES WBED

FARMERS AND FARM FAMILY LIVING COSTS
(1935-39=100)

e

Composite . Composite
Equipment Tax and Farm Index Eafm Index
and Interest age Exclusive Fﬁm?ly Inclusive
Materials Rates Rates of Living Living of Living
Costs Cladts Costs
() (a) (a)
ALL CANADA
LoOdG wavem o0 eoei 119, 9 135.5 164,65 130,86 L1 ISR 126.8
1939 woevcocancne 95.7 I, 1 110.3 98,3 99.5 99,4
1946 - August .., 129,4 11752 43,8 162,7 130.% 149.8
1947 = January .. 132.2 119.8 303.1 188,38 132.3 147.9
April .... 140,1 119.8 550, 5 F7Tal 136,1 157.1
August .., 146,3 119.8 370.6 178.4 146.5 165,6
1948 - January .. 169,8 119.8 387.8 187,6 156,28 174,7
WPl vy 1.8 119.8 377,4 196.2 163.7 183.2
August.... 177.0 119.8 598.4 202.3 169.5 189,2
BASTERN CAKADA
1112 (P — 122.8 128 .4 1500 129,5 120,2 126.8
119518 . cesiens 94,8 99,2 110,6 98,7 99.5 99.0
1946 - August ... 131,3 100.7 383.1 165.2 130.86 151.4
1947 - January .. 134,0 106.7 $21.5 1656.7 131,6 152,2
April .... 139.5 106.7 344,8 173.8 155.9 158.5
August ... 146,0 186r i 364,7 181.5 146,38 167.4
1948 - January .. 176.1 106.7 355.9 198,3 154, 180, 9
April .... 177.4 106.7 370.3 201,9 163.4 166.5
August ... 180,0 106,7 594.1 208,2 164,.4 192.3
AESTERN CAVADA
K926 gegememm s oo 117.1 141,6 183,5 131.8 121.9 127.8
1939 ¢enucrenns o 96.6 102,17 109.9 99,8 99.5 99,7
1946 - August ... 275 131.2 368, 9 160, 3 130.3 148,3
1947 - Januury .. 130.5 130,9 276, 9 150, 9 L&, 6 143,6
April .... 140, 7 130, 9 358,58 168.6 136.4 165.7
August ... 146.5 130,89 379.1 175.2 146.8 163.8
1948 - January .. 163,8 130.9 3le.1 176.9 156.7 168.4
A pERL epae 168,56 150, 9 87,5 150, 4 164,0 179.8
August ... 174,1 130.9 404,5 196,3 1@t 186,1
(a) 1947 and 1948 indexes are subject to revision, since tax and interest .ate

figures are preliminary,
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TABLE 2, - GROUP INDuX NUMBERS OF EQUIPHENT AND MATLRIAIS USLD BY FAIGIERS (1935=-239=100)

Farm Building G olme, . Fer- Binder Hard-
Machinery Materials N e tilizer Twine D ware
Grease

1926 ssvioescsvenmessvons 97.6 114,0 127.7 156.4 129.4 134.6 130.2 104.0
1939 .isesevisenosssnca 103,6 108,.1 96.2 50.5 100.2 983 73.4 101,6
1946 - August ......... 21,6 176.0 117.4 128,9 115,38 126, 4 142,86 12i2%8
1947 - January ..eceeve. 128,1 177.4 1T 7 130.2 120.3 126.4 146,0 124.0
AP .o Foiaera s - 125,4 178.8 122,4 142,7 120,3 226.°7 163.9 128.2
August ...vennen 158, & 204,0 12856 146,5 120,8 P AR 1849,.9 136.9

1948 = January ........ 138.8 217,7 134.0 202,4 131512 2286 ,2 252,2 142,4
ARERYL o o SereIrere 138.8 222.6 157.0 201,3 151.2 294.0 241,2 156.1
AUTUSE i o s o 0ol 148,565 234.0 1519k 7 208,2 152172 294.0 223.4 159.4

gasTeErN CANADA

LO2EMERL, ) o o soiorers o™ 0 wrerore 97.0 114,0 136,6 134.9 12944 144,86 121.4 101, 9
NOBT N Bl « W iTarene = o erore 104,3 1C8.1 100.1 81.0 100.1 93,3 82.4 102.1
1946 = AUBUSE seevenose 122,0 N7 T 1235 7 126,83 1N7 & 126.4 141,58 123.2
1947 = JANUBTY eveevesse ©128,0 177.4 150,3 125,4 188,1 126.4 2466 52 124.5
MPEIl erererere o 51 1529510 1739,7 133.3 140,0 122, 1 d2b.2 145.8 1247 .1
ANENSEY Loy i 5 e e 125.0 197.8 134.7 1432.8 122.1 226.2 178,9 156.3

1948 = Janu@ary ..e..... 158,17 21 CRS 146,9 204.1 152712 226012 250,15 141.8
10T S LIS, S 138,7 215.3 148,4 2O 133.2 254.0 237.6 156.8
UGS Y Nepororansls « o 145,7 222.2 150.4 205.5 133.2 294,90 229.0 158.7

JuSTERN CANADA

AIEE e o i ol ot uthiarenane—s-s o g7.8 114,0 12256 141.6 129.4 184.,6 157.5 106.3
I A ORI & T T e 103.,3 198,.1 93.9 (g2 101..3 93.8 7615 8 101.0
1545 = August ,........ 121.4 176.3 110.3 136,98 102, 7 126.4 143.3 122.3
1947 = January ........ 1328, 2 177.% 110,5 136.6 102,7 126.4 146.6 1 2815
April ,..,...... 125.5 177.8 11641 152,3 102,7 Sl 134.9 129.4
AUFISE e e s v e s 125:5 21085 1172 156,4 10,6 2z2€.2 139,2 137.5

1948 = January ...e.e.. 138.8 22556 126.58 196.2 112.3 2e6,2 255.6 143,3
ASpRRil Siieters & srarere 18813 230, 130.4 529) I 132.3 294,0 24%,2 158:4
August teaccecene 149.6 246.b 133.5 21709 12301 294.0 21397 16001
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TABLE 3. - GRCUr 1WNJX NUMBIRS OF CANADIAN FARM FAMILY LIVING COSTS (1935-39 = 1C0)
Composite = - = Household Hea lth Miscel-
Index Hond Clothing FHal Bquipment Maintenance laneous
ALL CANADE
HEOYIEER ol EEEAC o BPERY o O Jv.5 5.0 100, 7 Y. 5 101,1 100.9 100.5
1946 = August ...eseceecnn 130.5 135.7 136, 9 124,1 145,7 116.3 110.6
1947 = JANUATY sevecracces 132.3 158.3 136, 9 130.9 143.7 220, T
DX 1N sisronspossyone ol sseoxe 186 147.4 140,43 1321 146.5 W22, 7 LI |
August s.ecceenenn. 146.5 154.,1 160, 9 141.,7 164,1 122,7 111.4
1948 = JANUBTY cesssssco-s 156,3 181.,2 16U.9 180.1 164.,1 134,5 113,56
AETEN [, eionins erel o o ¥, 163.7 183.7 183.4 164,7 175.9 134.9 113.4
AVEUST 10 o oeforera e s oo 169.5 19857 190.4 160, 9 175.4 136.5 113.5
SASTEHRN CANADRA
626 (o - eprensiere s @ ¢ TG 5 B8 120:2 136,1 134,8 1 155(5 108.0 ESJos: 10203
L 000 0o D R0 0 00 oRID A C ¥9.5 96,3 100.2 98,9 160, 9 100. 8 100.6
1546 - Aupust ......... 2 X 130,86 140,1 138.5 118.9 137.6 11€,3 110.8
e D T STUTT o R P 1:39 .3 142.3 158.5 104, 2 137.6 122155 111.4
711972510 | RGN PP 135.9 L Tet2s, i 120.2 141,38 Wi 111.4
August ............ 146,23 NE8 A0 1€4.0 128.1 LET .6 22y, 7 111.7
1948 = JENUATY .oveeeserea 154.9 185.3 164.0 137.4 157.6 134.5 113.8
ENDEERY | b ChecpeReReracl < %o 163.4 1181950 185.2 138.4 169.4 1356,0 113.7
UL ES A= P 168.4 169649 161.3 141.5 173.1 126.,5 113.8
AIBTERN CANADA
WEZE (o & operoremore afers o afeteteis o ore 2N, g 131, 9 158.1 131.2 107.4 95.8 102.4
N T I CC R POl ok §59.5 96,7 101.1 100,.2 101.2 100. ¢ 100, 5
1946w =2 WpUSH srare spe pregertae & 130.3 131.4 135,4 129,3 149.,9 116.4 11C.4
1947 = JERUBTY .v.oa-veves 132.6 134,2 135,.4 142,5 149,9 122.6 110.9
Jiiereati LI - S - 136.4 143,.7 139,2 143.9 151,1 10212 o LGRS
August ...eeececeen 146.8 150, 1 157,8 1656.3 17C. 6 W22 N 134, )
1948 = JANUATY «.vseveseeo 168, 7 7775 157.8 162,7 170.6 134.4 11 32
Wl . Pl . s 00 164.0 178.4 181.6 170.9 176,3 134.9 113.1
ANEUSTE 0aaaaioiavesse 170, 7 188.4 189, 5 180,.2 1B, 7 136.5 113,2
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TiBLE 4, - COMPOSITE PRICE IWDZX NUMBERS OF COMMCDITIES AN “EBRVICES
WED BY FARMERS, cXCLUSIVE OF LIVING COSTS 2
(1¢35-39=100)
All Lastern «vestern
Canada Canada Canada
NS 3P 50 0 0 SO A0 - - -
L L e 85,38 37,4 85438
L DINE N ot erogers onereneronaners ste 91,6 85,0 88.2
IRE! rorexe « s EREI T PITEIT 100.5 102,38 98,8
MMV erEEE G o I EEE O 140, 5 145,6 135.4
ILENE oo b o000 ol 160.2 161,7 158, 6
MING Po¥eie o snaisne o ogoisgorossls & 167.9 167,6 168,1
LIEOR ofe) oFo-e VopenoTsfeNeFossnsnese 138,56 190,0 183.1
WG [oFe.oms¥0nenaXoTonerHFonenotors 152,15 146 ,4 158,6
ROZE ansiote]s| VosopMoWeNeTon o¥ore 1%4,1 131,9 136.6
OGS (orelotels opore o orere srorersrs 130,6 129,9 13053 »
1K —— 131,9 130, 7 153.3
B S 00 I 00000 0D0OD b 131.8 130.4 133,2
B O A 00600000 0 130,6 124,56 131,8
132 7/E S = SR— 5 131,2 131, 8 130,17
LIHB (oiarese o osomsishoisioiorerars.e 129, 3 128,2 130,4
NGBS Foee .o cn XNk S0 00 127.9 127,8 128,.1
L.ISE BULo.a% o exomersTersnifonanero 117,0 NS IS LGRS
ILSHEN 7). opopens sxerspexchepsnorsrs 100,9 96,1 102.7
M58 oreps +[s ¢+ CEI ISR s 93.3 89,6 96.9
198 Ry s & EIGIIE 19 i 89.8 87t 92,4
G0 T A © 0 0 00 0 IR 9815 54,7 96.4
VTGS, conorotonslols 8 exolaleNan sionvas 95.4 94,7 96,1
WSHE! (oo s orercversnssoxerontionsrors Y, ! U7, 7 8.5
MOV exereXea KN TR TaNoaTooT, 105L3, 107.5 103.1
LGE8| [e¥eTotonerers onsVensheteWononere 101.7 101. 5 101. 9
LTHT folore o ¢ o oreomsrorage sronens 99,3 98,7 99,8
1940 = APril seseseses 107,8 1038.3 107.2
August s.ee00-00 106.9 106,6 105,3
1241 - ApRId prrnnerLs 112.4 114,5 110,2
August ......., 119.8 L 117.0
1942 = April ..eeveene 129,7 LSS 14 125.6
August ..eeeeee 133.5 158.0 128.9
1943 - April ...v0eaee 139.3 142,2 136.5
AVgust . o ope spore 147.5 1365212 139.7
1544 = January ....... 142,3 147, 9 136, 7
T.0c 1) N——— 149,4 151,3 147.4
August ...00000 152.2 153.9 150,56
1545 - Jeanuary ....... 146, 1 NSlie; 2 141,1
Y,y ) ¢ 2T LA SR 153.4 55, .{5 151453
August ..iese.. 156.9 160, 5 153.4
1946 - January ,...... 14¢,7 154.9 144 .4
PRI G oss. Yeverers 158, 7 161,2 156,.2
August eeeeease 612, 7 - 166,2 160.3
1947 - January .eeees. 158.3 LE'SE T 150.9
APTi ey JLrrnrn 17 L 173.6 168.6
August .isasean 178, 4 1815 5 7% 874
1948 = January seeee.e. 187.6 198,3 176,9
April sesv0s000 196,2 201,96 190,4
Aupust ....000. 202,3 208,2 196,3
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APPUNDIX ON METHOD OF COMSTRUCTION O

"PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF COMMODITIES AND SERVICES USED BY FARZ&iéf

The composite index of prices of commodities and services used vy far-
mers consists of four parts: Bquipment and Materials, Tax end Inter st Rates,
Farm dage wates and Farm Family Living Costs, Ueparate indexes arc rade for
Eastern end Western Canada, and the final totals combined into a Dc:inion
index. The series, Equipment and Materials and Farm Family Living (usts,
are available back to 1913; Farm Wage Rates and Tax Rates to 1914; . -d
Interest rates to 1917,

The weights are based upon several sources, chief of which are¢ “1s ree
sults of a 1938 survey of 1,692 farm families, in which farmers rep.:ted
spernding about 40 per cent of operating outlay for living expenses :-d the
remaining 60 per cent for direct operating costs, Capital expenditures,
such as land and live stock, were recorded but have not been repres.ited in
these index numbers,

Prices for implements are obtained from price lists issued by munuface
turers of this equipment. Building materials' prices are collected [rom
selected retail sources serving farm comaunities, Gasolene, oil, groase and
kerosene prices elso come from retailers in farm communities. Farme s are
exempt from certain taxes on these petroleum items. Fertilizer, se¢i and
binder twine prices are obtained from large firms or organizations sugp lydng
these items. Feed and hardware are priced three times a year in cc ‘res
where farmers deal,

Tax rates are calculated from a special sample of rural manicip: lity
records giving assessed land valuations and comparable total amount. of land
taxes levied., They are revised once a year,

Yortgage interest rates are computed from farnm Crop correspondenis' ree-
turns, indicating the prevailing level of rates in farm communities .

#age rates are provided three timas a year by crop corresponderts re-
porting to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Agricultural Division. They
are average wages of male farm help, quoted on ooth "with board" an: “without
board" bases and including seasonal help,

The farm family living cost price data are obtained by direct il
questiomnaires addressed thrice yearly to grocers and other retaile:: in a
cross-country sample of rural towns., Mail-order catnlogues are reli-d upon
to a large extent for clothing and sundry prices.

The price index series, Commodities and Services Used by Farmer:
exclusive of Living Costs, 1914-1948, appears on page 5 of this bullutin., A
complete record of all other series, Logether with the welghting syciem used,
is available in Frice Index Numders of Commodities ard services Usec vy Far-

mers, 1913-1948, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottaws, July 21, 1548,
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