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PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF COMMODITIES AND SERVICES USED BY FARMERS, JANUARY, 1952. 

(1935_39:100) 

The Dominion composite price index of commodities and services used by farmers, 
including farm family living costs, fell 0.1 p.c. from 228.5 in August, 1951 to 228.3 in January, 
1952. CornparedwithJanuary, 1951, the index has advanced 11.6 p.c. The composite index, ex-
clusive of living costs, registered a decrease of 0. 5 p. c. to 236. 5 between August and January, but 
showed an increaseof 8. 3 p.c. over the January, 1951 level. 

The decline in the total indexes resulted largely from a seasonal decrease in farm wages. 
The all Canada wage index moved down 10. 3 p. c. from 457. 3 in August to 410. 3 in January of this 
year. The eastern series declined 2. 6 p. c. to 430. 0 while the western series dropped 20. 3 p. c. to 
382.4 during the same period. 

Farm operating equipment and materials recorded an advance of 5. 1 p.c. to 218.1 between 
August and January, due to increases in all components. The largest percentage rise occurred in 
binder twine, up 23.0 p.c., followed by seed, 13.2 p.c., feed, 7.8 p.c., farm machinery, 3.4 P.c., 
fertilizer, 2. 9 p.c., hardware, 0. 9 p.c., building materials, 0. 5 p.c. and gasoline, oil and grease, 
0. 4 p. c. Differences in movement between eastern and western series were negligible. 

Farm family living costs at 215.8 in January 1952 showed an increase of 0.5 p.c. over 
August and 17.2 p.c. over January 1951. A recession of 0.6 p.c. to 250.8 in foods in January was 
more than outweighed by increases of 5.4 p. c. for health maintenance, 4. 2 p. c. for fuel and 0. 9 p.c. 
for miscellaneous items. Clothing and household equipment remained nominally unchanged. East 
and west changes in farm family living costs were almost identical between August and January. 

- 	PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF COMMODITIES 	- 
CES USED BY 

220 - 
ANDSERVI 	 FARMERS 	

220 

:: 

	 180 

40 

100 - 100 

60 	 I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	80 
1935 	 1940 	 1945 	 1950 '51 '52 



TABLE 1. PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF COMMODITIES AND SERVICES USED BY 
FARMERS MD FARM FAMLY LIVING CCSS 

(1935.39=100) 

Composite Composite 
Index Eqw.j.nt Tax and Far Index 

Exclusive and Interest Farm Family Inclusive 
of Living Materials Rates Wages LivLng of Living 
Costs Costs Costs 
(a) (a) 

ALL CANADA 

1926 130.6 119.9 135.5 164.5 121,1 126.8 
1939 ..,..,o.,,,. 99.3 95.7 101.1 110.3 99,5 9904 
1949 April 205.2 180.4 138,7 379.6 173.3 192,4 

August 206.5 1802 138.7 388.1 174.5 193,7 
1950 January ..... 199.6 184,4 144,3 324.8 175.3 189 , 9 

April 213.0 191.0 144.3 380.1 1767 198,5 
August ..... 218,6 194.3 144.3 401.2 180.7 203.4 

1951 January ... 218.3 (r) 201.0 151.3 (r) 365,9 18401 2046 (r) 
April 2338 (r) 209,4 (r) 151,3 (r) 42605 197.1 219.1 (r) 
Augu8t ..... 237.7 (r) 207.5 (r) 151.3 (r) 457.3 214.7 228.5 (r) 

1952 - January 2365 218.1 1513 410.3 215,8 228.3 

EAffERN CANADA 

1926 ..e.s.m.,000 129,5 122.8 128.4 151,1 120.2 125.8 
1939 .....,........ 9807 94.8 99.2 110.6 99,5 99.0 
1949 - April 208,9 183.0 126.1 369.7 171.3 193.9 

August ...0e 2102 183.0 126.1 376.4 172.6 195.2 
1950 January ,..o 204,7 186.8 131.2 331.4 173.5 192.2 

April ...ee. 216.4 194.5 131,2 367.3 174.4 199.6 
August 	..,.. 22004 196.1 131,2 382.3 178,3 203.6 

1951 -. January .... 225.0  
2372 

~r~
r 

20005 141.4 (r) 382,0 181.7 207,7 (r) 
April 	....,, 2102 141,4 (r) 411 7 195 1 220 3 (r) 
August 40000 241,3 (r) 208.0 14. 4 441 5 2128 2299 (r) 

19527 January ..,. 245.8 	- 219 1 11 1 430.0 213.9 235.0 

WEL)TERN CANADA 

1926 ......000.... 131,8 1171 14106 183,5 12i9 127.8 
1939 . 	 •. 	........ 99°8 9606 10207 10909 99.5 9907 
1945 A&1. 201.4 177.9 149,4 393,7 175.4 191.0 

August 	..e,. 202.7 177,5 114904 4047 17603 192,1 
1950 January 	, 194.5 1821 155.,4 315.4 177.2 187.6 

April 	.OG.O. 2096 187.7 155,4 398.4 178.9 197.3 
August 216.8 1925 1554 428.0 183.1 203.3 

1951 January 211,6 (r) 201.4 159.7 (r) 342,,9 1864 201,5 (r) 
April o.,e. 230.4 (r) 208.6 (r) 1597 ~ r) 444. 8  19901 217,9 (r) 
August 	..... 23402 (r) 207.0 (r) 159.7 r) 479.7 216.6 227,1 (r) 

1952 - January 227.3 217.3 159.7 382.4 217,8 223,5 

(r) Revised 
(a) 1952 indcxc5 are subject to revision, since tax and interest rate figures are 

picliininary - 



TABLE 2, GROUP INL)F.X N1JiBERS OF EQUIPNJT AND MATERIALS USED BY FARMERS 
(1935..39=100) 

Bui1d Gaso- 
Farm ing 	line, 	Feed 	Per- 	Binder Seed Hard- 

Machin- Mater- on, 	tiLkzer Twine 	ware 
ery 	ials 	Grease 

ALL CANADA 

1926 	..,,.,,,,... 97,6 1140 127.7 136.4 12Q4 184.6 1;2 104,0 
1939 103,6 108,1 96.2 80,5 100,2 93,8 79.4 101,6 
1949 Aw11 158.3 237.4 139.2 208,3 141.3 304,7 213,2 165,9 August 	..... 158,6 2365 139.4 211,3 141,3 304,7 204.8 1658 
1950 January 0000 16/3 ,2 23802 143.9 2151 146.6 304,7 212,6 165,8 

April 16406 246,9 145,1 228,2 146,7 298.0 246,7 168,0 
August ...,. 166,4 279.9 146,4 232,7 147,7 298.0 225.4 170.9 

1951 - January 1838 2880 145.6 226,0 152,8 2980 247.9 174,3 April 187.4 298.4 146,6(r)234.0 157,6 364.6 265.0 185.5 
August 	.000. 189.2 301.8 149o2(r)224,6 168.3 3614 6 223.3 202.6 

1952 - January ,,.. 195.6 303.2 149.8 242,1 173.1 443 25208 204.4 

EAS1ERN CANADA 
1926 ..........,.,, 9700 11400 13606 134,9 129,4 184,6 121.4 101,9 
1939 104,3 10801 10001 8100 100.1 93,8 82.4 102,1 
1949 - April 157,9 225,0 152,3 205,8 143,0 304,7 211.8 164,7 

August .... 158,2 223,6 153,5 209 3 143 0 304.7 200,3 163,3 
1950 - January 0000 16,,1 223,2 157.7 21305 148.6 3047 208,1 163,5 April 000000  163,2 22 5O 8  159,6 226,6 148.6 298.0 245,1 167,0 August 	,.,,. 1645 244,5 160 2 232,3 1486 298.0 2157 169,5 1951 January 0000 182,7 257,9 162,4 223,1 153A 298,0 235,8 172,9 April ooc 000  186.3 268,5 164,9 231,3 158.4 364.6 266,1 185.3 August 	,,,,, 186.5 274,5 170,4 220,9 169,0 364,6 226,7  198.3 1952January ,,,, 193,6 2754 170.8 239. 2 174,3 4480 257.8 200,4 

ZADA 

1926 ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 9798 114,0 122,6 141,6 129,4 184,6 137,5 106,3 
1939 0 	 00 10303 108.1 9309 78,7 10103 93.8 76,9 101,0 
1949 - April 158,4 250.5 131,6 217,4 2253 304,7 214,3 167.3 

August 158,7 2501 131,3 218,6 125., 304,7 208.6 168.6 
1950 - January ..,, 164,6 254.1 1360 220,9 1277 304,7 216,4 168,4 

April 165.2 269,2 136.7 234,0 128,6 298.0 248,0 169 1 
August 	00000 167.1 317.2 138.5 234,0 139.3 298,0 233,5 1725 1951 - January ,.o. 184,2 319.8 136.0 236.6 150,3 298,0 258.1 175,8 
April 	.,.,,,, 187.9 330,0 13601(r)243.8 150,3 3646 264,1 185,8 
uust 190,2 330,6 137,0(r)237,9 161,8 3646 220,5 207,4 

1952 -. January 196.4 332.5 137,8 252,6 161,8 448,3 248,7 208,8 

(r) Revised 
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TABLE 3 	GROUP INDEX NUMBERS OF CANADIAN FANM FAMILY LIVING COJI'S 

(193539=100 ) 

Composite 	 Household Health Miscel- 
index 	Food 	Clothing 	Fuel Equipnient Main- 	laneous 

tenance 

ALL CANADA 

1926 o3c , 0 09a 121,1 134,0 1365 1253 107,7 95,8 102,,3 
1939 00,60060002 995 96,0 1007 99,,5 101,1 1009 100,5 
1949 -, April co 173,3 198,1 192,3 1645 185,1 144,2 1150 

August 174,5 2009 193,3 163,8 186,6 144,2 1155 
1950 January . 175,3 202,3 1933 1665 186,.7 147,2 115,9 

April • 1767 207,1 192,4 1673 1880 147,2 116,2 
August oo 180,7 220,2 193,3 168,7 1890 147,2 118,1 

1951 January 184.1 2285 1933 1729 189O 1563 119 1 0 
April 	, 197,1 243,9 216,7 177,7 204,9 1c8,2 119,7 
August 214,7 2524 256,8 178,9 230.8 1629 122,0 

1952 - January 2158 250,8 256,8 1865 23O8 1717 123,1 

EASTERN CANADA 

1926 120.2 136,1 134,8 119.5 108,0 95,8 1023 
1939 ,.,, 99,5 96,3 100,2 989 100,9 100,8 100.6 
1949 A.p400 171,3 2005 1926 14601 177,7 144,2 115,7 

August 1726 204,5 1940 145,3 178,0 144,2 115,8 
1950 - January 1735 2058 194,0 148,8 178.0 147,2 116,3 

April ,. 174,4 210 1 1920 150,2 1788 147,2 116,6 
Augu&t 178:3 2227 193,5 152,4 179,9 147,2 118,5 

1951 -• January 1817 231,0 1935 1574 179.9 156.2 119.6 
Apcii 195,1 248,6 217.1 163,9 193 , 6 158,1 120,1 
August ,, 212,8 257,4 256,1 165,8 219.8 162,9 122,4 

1952 - January 213,9 255.9 256,1 1721 219,8 171.7 123,6 

W3TERN CANADA 

1926 ,,.,.,.,.,o 121,9 1319 '138,1 131,2 107,4 95,8 102,4 
1939 ..,.,.,,,,, 99,5 95,7 101,1 100,2 101,2 100 1  100,5 
1949 -, April 	,., 175,4 195 7 192,0 183.0 192,5 144,2 115,0 

August 176.3 197,2 192,6 182,3 1952 144 , 2 115,1 
1950 January 177,2 198,7 192 6 1% 2 195 3 1472 1156 

April ,. 178,9 204,2 192-5 184 :4 1972 147,2 115,8 
August 183,1 217,7 193,2 1849 198,1 147,2 11.7.6 

1951 - January . 186,4 226,0 1932 186-5 198,1 156 3 1185 
April ... 199.1 239.1 216,4 191.4 216,2 1582 119,2 
August 216,6 247,4 257,6 1920 2413 1629 121, 

1952 January 217,8 245,7 2576 200.9 241,8 171,7 1226 

Footnote: 	An historical record of the series contained in this bulletin, together 
with a 'Lcement of construction method and weighting detail, is avail- 
able ir,  P1.TCE INDEX NUMBERS OF C(*jMUUITIED AND SERVICES liBEl) DY FARMERS, 
1913-1948. 	It may be obtained 	upon request, from the Prices Section, 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 


