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PRICE INDEX NUMBERS OF COMMODITIES AND SERVICES USED BY FARMERS

JANUARY, 1953 (1935-39 = 100)

The Dominion composite retail price index of commodities and services used by farmers,
including family living costs, dropped 3.9 per cent from 228.9 in August to 219.9 in January. The
August-January decrease conforms to the pattern usually shown by this series reflecting mainly the
mid-winter drop in farm wage-rates below their summer levels. However, the latest decrease is sub-
stantially larger than has been shown over the same months for the past 10 years, and over the full
year January 1952 - January 1953, the index decreased 4.2 per cent. The composite index, exclusive
of living costs, showed a decline of 5.6 per cent to 231.7 and 2.9 per cent over the comparable
figure a year ago, The living cost component declined less than one per cent over the five months
under review, but registered a drop of 6.3 per cent during the year.

The index for farm wage-rates, reflecting the usual seasonal decline, fell 13.5 per cent
from 471.9 in August to 408.0 in January, Compared with January 1952, however, the index is prac-
tically unchanged. Eastern wage rates declined 7.6 per cent to 413.4 between August and January,
while for the West a drop of 21.0 per cent to 400.4 occurred.

The preliminary tax and interest rate figure for 1952 was revised to 161.4 reflecting a
change in the Bastern index to 152.4 and in the Western index to 169.0.

Farm operating equipment and materials receded 2.3 per cent to 207.7 between August and
January. A price decrease of 21.8 per cent to 360.2 was registered for binder twine, followed by
seed, down 6.5 per cent to 209.2 and fertilizer 1,5 per cent to 182.2. Other August-January changes
in this section were fractional,

Both the Eastern and Western farm family living cost indexes followed similar patterns,
and approximated tre decrease from 204.1 to 202,2 shown by the Canada series. A decline of 3.8 per
cent in foods was mainly responsible for the drop in the total index. Among other group changes,
fuel registered an advaice of 1.7 per cent to 198.2 while minor increases also occurred for health
maintenance costs and miscellaneous items,
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IND UMBERS_OF COMMODIT AND SERVJCES_USED
F RS _AND FARM FAMILY LIVING COST
(1935-39=100)
Composite Farm Composite
Index Equipment Taxes and Family Index
Exclusive and Interest Farm Living Inclusive-
of Living Materials Rates wages Costs of Living
Costs Costs
(a) (a)
ALL CANADA
1926 ocO00P00Q0QCOOEOONRPOOND 13006 11909 13505 16405 121.1 126.8
B ; . o oioists ol pnine 99.3 95.7 101.1 110.3  99.5 9.4
1949 = August ceco0 2%05 180.2 1.38"7 38801 171005 19307
1950 - August- eo0ovo0o0 21806 19403 MOJ 1001;2 18007 20304
1951 - January oco.. AT W 201.0 151.8 365.9 184.1 2064..7
April ceso0c0 23309 209010 151@8 42605 19701 21902
August .04 237.8 207,5 151.8 8.3 22,7 228,6
1952 - January coceo 238.6(R) 218.1 161.4(R) 410.3 215.8 229.5(R)
ADDEL + « oo rd 235.2(R) 216.9 161.4(R) 454.2 209.6 230.9(R)
Sulnat! . oeo 2,5.2(8% ~ .5 161.4(R) 470.9 204.1 228.9(R)
1953 L Janu&ry sece 23107 207.7 161.4 408.0 202.2 21909
EASTERN CANADA
TR T TIN Y # 129.5 1228 paEsE T I8L.1 T I9O.2 125.8
1939 Cev0ees OCOCGEO GO 9807 9408 9902 11006 9905 99.0
1949 - August ..... 210,2 183.0 126.1 I8 | R.6 195.2
1950 - August ..... 220.4 196.1 1302 382.3 178.3 203.6
1951 - January .... 225.1 200.5 142.0 382.0 IRY.7 207.7
P — 1§73 210.2 122.8 -~ '4d3.2 . sl 200.4
August ..... 241.4 208.0 142.0 481.5 ' 2028 230.0
1952 - January .... 279180 = 2 152.4(R) 430.0 213.9 234.3(R)
April ..eeeo 247.9(R) 218.2 152.4(R) 432.8 207.9 231.9(R)
August .coce 246.8(R) 211.7 152 4(8) " 4478 ' 20,7 229,2(R)
1953 -~ J4nUATY coo. 238.4 208.9 152.4  413.4 200.5 223,2
WESTERN CANADA
RS . § B b il 131.8 1@  PARYS 183.5 121.9 127.8
TR SR = 99.8 96.6 102,7 109.9 99.5 99.7
1949 - August eeo 00 202.7 17705 110904 40407 17603 192.1
1950 — August- [T E XN 21608 19205 15504 42800 18301 20303
1951 - Jenuary ... 211.8 20844 160,2 342.9 186.4 201.6
April cecocen 23005 2%.:6 16002 “408 199.1 21709
August .oo.. 234.3 20746 160.2 479.7 216.6 227.2
1952 - January .... 229.4(R) 217.3 169.0(R) 382.4 217.8 224,7(R)
ApTL Joopiis 242.5(R) 247 169.0(R) 484.6 211.2 230.0(R)
August c.... 243.9(R) 213.2 169.0(R) 506.8 205.5 228.6(R)
1953 - Jenuary .... 225.0 206.5 169.0 400., '204.9 216.6

(a) 1952 indexes are subject to revision, since tax and interest rate figures are

preliminary.
(R) Revised.
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TABLE 2, - GROUP INDEX NUMB OF PMENT AND MATERIALS USED BY FARMERS
1935-39=100
Build- Gaso-
Farm ing line, Feed Fer- Binder Seed Hard-
Machin- Mater- 0il, tilizer Twine ware
ery ials Grease
ALL CANADA
1926 cvcecscssssone 97.6 114.0 127.7 136.4 129.4 184,6 130,2 104.0
1939 cesecacsececes 183.6 wd.1 96,2 80,5 100.2 93,8 P AOLH
1949 - August secoe 158.6 236.5 13904 211.3 14103 30407 204.8 16508
1950 - August eccoe 16604 27909 u694 23207 u"o? 298-0 22504 17009
1951 - January ce.. 183.8 288,0 14546 2260 i§2.8 298,0 247.9 174.3
April ceceoo0 187.4 298.4 146k 2346 B7.6 3646 R65.6 LS
August ..... 189.2 301.8 149.2 2246 168.3 364.6 223.,3 2026
1952 - January eeo. 185.6 '303.2 1498 2428 AF3A 448.3 252.8 204.4
1 s 1t 196.5 302.7 158.2 2366 868 460,7 232.8 205.3
August .oeee 194.0 303.9 1496 220,10 L9 460,7 223,7 202.7
1953 = Junuary ...  194.0  305,3 21 2.2 0,2 209.2  203,0
EASTERN CANADA
1926 ceeece00000008 97.0 114.0 13606 134.9 12904 184@6 121 4 101.9
1939 csceevecensance 10433 ‘A0S 4 100,1 81.0 100.1 el 82,45, R.]
1949 - August ccooo 158,2 223.6 153.5 209.3 143.0 304,7 200.3 163.3
1950 - August 00000 164o5 24405 16002 23203 148.6 29800 21507 16995
1951. = January .sc. 1R2.7 208.9 62,6 2281 153.1 208,0- 235.8 27RH
April ccoccoo 18693 26805 16409 23103 158-4 361&-6 266.1 18503
August .ccco 186.5 2W.5 170.4 220,9 169.0 364.6 226.7 198.3
1952 - January c... 21936 295.4 1708 288.2 194.3 448.3 257.8 200.4
April .eecee 194.1 275.1 A 238 A 188.2 L6047 2422 | 201.0
August ece0a 19108 27604 17007 218'1 187.0 46007 22600 19790
1223 ol !anua_!_! 2229 12109 276n9 169n7 218;7 8 Q2 =% 2
WESTERN CANADA
1926 cevevcecesccos 97.8  114.0 122,6  141.6 129.4 18,.,6 137.5 106.3
1939 LR A R BB A B B A 103.3 lmol 9309 7807 101.3 93'8 76.9 101.0
1949 - August ..... 158.7 "250:d 131.3 218 425.3 304.7 208.6 168.6
1950 - August oo 167.1 317.2 138.5 234.0 139.3 298,0 233.5 17.5
1951 - January.sceo 184.2 319.8 136.,0 236.6 150.3 208.0 288}  TFNRS
April ecc000 187.9 330.0 1363 243.8 150.3 364.6 264.1 185.8
Aug'ust cceoo 19002 33006 13700 23709 161o8 364-6 22005 207»‘
1952 - January cees 19604 332.5 13708 2&56 16108 4‘108'3 248.7 2(3.8
Apl'il evsscse 19704 33107 13802 248.3 162.5 46057 22409 21001
August ..... 194.9 332.9 8.6 281.8 1649 460, .Y  aa.2
Mry (KXY l%ua 33502 22 6 0 6 2 2 2
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TABLE 3, - GROUP_INDEX NUMBERS OF CANADJAN FARM FAMILY LIVING COSTS
(1935-39=100)

Health
Composite Food Clothing Fuel Household Main- Miscel-
Index : Equipment tenance laneous
ALL CANADA
JORE . ocv0iiasmawep 121.1 134.,0 136.5 125,3 107,7 95.8 102.3
1939 00000000000000 9905 9600 10007 %05 10101 10099 100.5
1949 - August ..... 17465 280.9  193.3 163.8 186.6 14442 115.5
1950 = A“g“st eaoc0o0e 18007 220.2 19303 16807 18900 14702 11891
1951 - Januery .... 184.1 228,5 193.3 172.9 189.0 156.3° 19,0
April ..ce00 197.1 243:9° « 226.7 177.7 2049 iy Ay g S e
August c.ceo 214.7 252.4 256.8 178.9 230,.8 MNis.9 122.9
1952 - January ,... 215.8 250,8 . 13568 186.5 230.8 IM.7 323.1
April ccoceco 20906 23906 23908 19[000 22903 176o2 12408
August ..cc. 204.1 228.8  227.4 194.8 230,2 Ty 21 | ALl
1953 - January ... 202,2 2202 |\ 32204, 1982 230.2 Y793 H 2D
EASTERN CANADA
B o.ochsoshhmedn 120.2 136.4 ' Magi8 119.5 108.0 95.8 1lo2.3
B 5. . s Terh abane 995 96.3 100,2 98.9 100.9 100.8 100.6
1989 - Auglist ..oss 172.6 204,5 194.0 145.3 178.0 V4.2,  TSHE
1950 - August ..... 178.3 222.7 | 183.5 152.4 179.9 147.2 | | Thla8
1951 - January c... 181.7 231.0 193.5 157.4 179.9 156.2 119.6
April ..ceee 195.1 248.6 217.1 163.9 193.6 158.1 120.1
August ... 212.8 2574 2560 165.8 219.8 ¥62.9 | [IERECL
1952 - January c... 213.9 255.9  2§bsd 172.1 219.8 178.7, 1886
Apnisl 5 senk 207.9 244.5 239.3 180.1 219.1 17642 | ' Y25.5
August ..... 202,7 232,7 228.0 188 20,7 17952 4 | 125520
1953 - January .s.. 200, 5 222 % | el O 183.7 22057 179%3 | 1254
#ESTERN CANADA
026 vioonosovesan 121.9 131.9 138.1 1302 107.4 958~ | 1024
1939 cccoevcoccscee 9.5 95.7 101.1 100.2 101.2 100,9 100,5
1949 - August coceo 176,3 197.2 " 18R .6 £3 .3 95,2 14,2  115.1
1950 - August cccoo 183.1 27,7 7 1g3.2 184 .9 198.1 ME.a L.
1951 - January 0080 18604 22600 19302 18805 198;1 15603 11805
April coeeec 19901 239,.1 2]6.4 19104 216;2 158.2 11902
August .cc00 216,.6 247.4 ' '267.6 192,0 241.8 162:9  121.5
1952 v Janwry sevo 21708 24507 25706 20009 24108 17107 122.6
April 0coovese 21102 23496 24002 zw.o 23995 17602 12402
August c..0s 205,5 25,0 226.8 208.7 239,6 1175057 R 24
1953 - January o.co. 204,0 217.9 226.8 212,6 239.6 179.3 123.8




