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RETAIL TRADE
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8

______ OQCTORER

Canada's retail trade 1in October was estimsted at $696
milltione, & moderate &.2% increase over the October, 1948 total of

8622 millions.

smallest this year,

Sales were also up slightly from the September,
1945 total orf $6#5 millions.
Sales in the first ten months of 1949 were

The October incrense was among the

6.5% above those in the similar period a year ago. The moderate

increace of Octover,

be attributed 1n some degree

1949 sales over the same month a year sgo may

to:'the particularly large volume of

trade in October, 1948 when sales were 12.4% higher than October,
1947 sales. Changes in sales volume in October were probably un-

affected by seasonal factors

gince there was the same number of

shopping daye and Saturdaye in this month in 1942 and 1949.

Twelve of the 21 tradee had salee increaces in October,

and these ranged from +0.3%
+14.7% for motor vehicle dealers.

for grocery and combination stores to
October increasegs for asome of

the more important tradee, with January-to-October galns in brack-

ets, were ag follows:
country general stores,

hardware, +2% (+3%);

grocery and combination stores, +0.3% (+6%);
-2% (unchanged);
drug stores,
(+4%) Practically all trades making up
showed evidence of moderation in October.

reach the high levels
creases, and sales decreases,

furniture, -1% (+0.4%);
-1% (+i2); rescaurante v U7
the retall salee total

Saleg increases did not

of the January-to-September cumulative in-

particularly in the apparel group,

exceeded the declines in eales recorded in the same perilod.
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Provincial sales incresses
varlied considerably. Alberta and
Saskatchewan recorded the only lasrge
gains over the same month a year ago,
with increases of 7% and 11% respec-
tively. Most other provinces reported
gaine approximating the average galn
of 2.2% for Canada.

In the first ten months of
194%C, Manitoba and Ontaeric recorded
gains of 12% and 6% respectively over
the comparable period of 1948, while
their October, 1949 increases over
October, 194& amounted to only 1%.
Alberta's gain of 15% during the Jan-
uary-to-Octoter, 1949 periocd wae much
higher than the 7% increase recorded
for October, 1949. Sales gaine for
October 1in other provincees dld not
ettaln the proportions of those re-
corded during the firet nine monthe
of 19lg.

Prepered in Merchandising and Services Section

Department store sales and lnventorlea for October, 1948
and 1949 are given on Page 8, Saleg in October, 1949 showed a

1949



slight increase over the Same month a year ago, with the selling value of
inventories at the beginning of October 11% higher  Stocks were higher
for most lines of women's and children's clothing, shoes and household
durables, Focd department inventcries showed the only large decrease
(375%). This decline nay be sccounted for, to a large degree, as result-
ing from the elimination of food departments by seversl large department
stores,

Reteil food trade sales for October, shown on Page 9, increased
4% ir the cuse of chain retaiiers, while independent fond merchants showed
a decrease of 2%.

The chart on Page 3 shows trends from 1947 onwards for the four
trades constituting the apparel group.

Figures rfor Newfoundland, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories
are not included in the putlished results.

Price 25 cents
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PERCENTAGE CHARGES IN RETAILL TRADE
By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Ad justment for Price Chanres)

October, 1549 Over October, 1948

= = == ==
Kind of Business Mar, Br.
or Store CANADA | Prov, Que., | Ont, | Man, |Sask,|Alta,|co3,
% % % % % A % %
Total, ALl Trades .ececees| + 2.2 [ +3,2 | = 0,7[+1,1]+1,4|410,2[¢ 7,8 + 3,7

Grocery & Combination secses| * 043 | = 045 = 08| = 04| + 1.8 |+ 2,7|% 6,2 .+ 338
B | Bliairdie oo oalkilaiocs 150 o saidle o1 3 1320 1T 0 18 45 = 6,5 = 0,5 ¢ 7,4 [=13,1{* 2.,3| ~ 4.8
Country Genoral ssecesoessces| = 241 | = 6,3 = 444 | = 840 = 4,3 |+ 6,9|= 0,3| =~ 0,3
Department su.cecescescssese| * 0.8 (a) « 3,0 & 2,20 + 3.0 | + 1,60% 9,08 s E
Variety ....................‘ + 0,9 | = 5,2 (@) |+ 3.2 = 9,1 |~ 2,1{+15,3| = 9,6
Mowars VRhiCl @ .o of s sseece o lafblidei? +20 . +1 7,8 '+ 8,71 =108,8 | #1821 +38, 4| L L6523

Garage & Filling Station.,..! * 9.l % A + 540 + 9,8 + 3,8 | ¥15,0(+ 0,4 #2248

Neu's Clothing eeeeevioeesss| =11,1 | =17,9 | =12,1| =11,8{ =15,1 | (a)|- 6.9] = 9.6
Fandly Clobhing cescendeeces| #1447 1| =12,8 | =15,6] =17.4] <10,1 i-ll.l - 8,7 -10,2
Wonen?s Clobhing weevessdese] =131 |/=18,7 | «19,9] =15,8] = 9.8 | = 1.2|- 8.8] = 28
B Bl e it 0l ve teeel B3 e 1097 | -10,3) =~ 28] - B.861- 15,011 SR

Hardware tesescanssscsssesnee o 1.7 - 4.8 5 3.1 — 2.0 +20.7 + 8.5 + 2.2 - 5.6

Lumber & Building Material .| + 1,3 -15,4 = 6ed| * 0,3 + 8,2 | ¥1046|= 0.,5] = 0,6

Furniture ensensssersssnroe R - 1-1 - 1.3 - 1'2 + 1.3 e 6.3 ¥ 3.3 — 7.7 - 4.9

Appl iance afid RAdio «seesese] * 0e9 | + 8,1 - 8,81 +:7,2 (a) (b) |- 4.1 = 2,6
REEEAUEANE 0% ve s s cveee ot venel ¥ bl = 4,9 - 15 i)~ [ N7 6 (b) |- 0,60+ 6,8} k0%
BRI BAWOOE oivivcnscneions] =048 1 = 4,4 | « 5,8 = 4,7 + 8.9 (b)) |= 88! 12008
oy S O S T el (U o LT A R () | + 0,3} = 1,8
BRIy (c) techecvnceas] ¥ 2,1 | = 3,0 | = 8,9 +'6,40+ 2,6 | #¥21,1|-10,.0f{ % 234

1 [

TObacco Peevsessect et suneed g 6.8 (a) i 8‘1 + 900 (&) ‘- 905 ¥ 5.7 F 1.3

All Other 28 90 s s b vt sen tas ¥ 505 + 2.4 + 007 + 4.5 + 3.4 +29.9 % 6.8 + 4.0

(a) Unchanged. (b) VNot available, (¢c) Sales uron which comparisons are basecd
include the 25j Federal Tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in March 1948,




PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN REUTAIL TRADE

By P_r;cw_in_q_gs_ and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

Jan,-Oct,, 1949 Over Jan,-Oct,,1948

- - -t - =
find of Business CANADA ﬁ::; Que, | Ont, |MNan, [ Sask. {Alta. g:i
or Store . .
% % % % % % % %
Total, All Trades .., +6,5 +2,6|+3,6| +5,8]+1,9] +13,9|+14,8 ]|+ 5,8
Grocery % Combination .., |+ 6.2 -0,3]+5,3| +6,0|+¢8,8] +9,8|+1%,8|+ 5.8
B e b o leesas | +16a6 + 1,5+ 8,3 | + 5.4 +17,4| + 4.0 | +16,7 | + 0,8
Country General ,.......o (2) = o3| = 3.8 = 2.2] 42,8 +3,8] 43,7 +4,5
PR oo i o is ¥ T +10,1| + 4,8 + 5,8 +1o.35 + 9,8| 13,5| + 7,3
R b ok aid T e dieanen 1] ¥ 6.2 +5,2| +4,8] +7,0|-0,3 +2,9| 48,2 + 0,4
MBI VEHRELa: oo 0,000 +1 9,5 + 9,4 +15.1 +17.,1 | $233,5) +29,3| +29,1 | *+24.1
Garsge & Filling Station, | #10,5 + 5,6 + 4,0 + 7,2] 49,7 +24,5| +15,8( +18,1
B 8| CYOBRANG oo o svoves’ | ™ 0.8 - 3.9l -4,3| -2,0] ()| + 4a.8] + 2,0]-2.8
Family Clothing e.eee...s | = 1.5 1,9 - 4,5| +1,3|- 5,9 ~o0.2| +6,3| ~0,9
Women's Clothing .eee.e.e |+ 2,4 - 0.7] = 1,8 + 2,8]|+18.6] +16,1( + 7.2 | = 2,4
BRI L s s 5 o595 ool Yol i NS % 0,8 | & 78 + 1.2 ]+ 5,7 #11.,4| +14,6| «12,8
HIBVCRRANRE. s sk o oi o5 ohd 0 eus ai@ + 3.4 I A e TR R SFCT S 5PTo 1R 1 I (e TR
Lumber & Building Material | + 6,2 E 1B (B SN + 5,71 +13,9 + 6.3 +14,4] - 7.6
FREnAare Laat oo s vanceae | $0,4 - 0,4]|=2,6| +4,1|4+ 2,6 +5,0| + 9,0 =11,0
Appliance and Radio ..... |t 5.9 +36.4 | + 3,4 ) *t 6,0} ¢+ 4.q + 18] + 8,01 *eIGE
IE SRR (o016 o5 55 s o0 0l + 1S58 = 1la3 [# 2 + L8l t Saill =t 6 o Sl o Hl Gl A4S
Goal Bnd Wood ¢ee.ip..aow [= 5.7 “15,2 | =10,56 | = 6,3 |+ 6.9 = 5,0| = 2,1| #17.0
D bt i o v o S Bagial T Bl +1,0)+2,7| +3,8|+s5,d +10,8f + 4,9] + 1.4
By 5810 g 1R +8,8)=0,9] + 7.1 |+17.2 +20.0] +2.6] + 9.0
I i 5o 50 00 34 e dibe g Wb 848 + .4l 5,7] + Z4 w2, ~l2.8] d.0] ' 830
A1l Obhers .o.eecoveevses |+ 7.0 |+ 4,4f+1.4a] +5.8|nc,q +22.7 v19.4f « 5.5

(a) TUnchanged. (v)

Not available,

aidi;

) Sales upon which comparisons are

based include the 254 Federal Tax levied at consumer lavel prior to its removal in

March, 1949,



EST IMATED RETAIL TRADE - BY PROVINCES .AND KINDS OF BUS INESS

SEPTEMBER, 1949
(Revised)

(in thousands of dollars)

& [Maritime Sasint- | British

Kind of Business or Store CANADA |pProvinces Quebec Ontario Manitoba chewan |Alberta [ &0 hia
TOTAL, ALl TRADES .......... | 684,670 | 47,700 { 153,780 , 266,290 45,810 52,920 | 52,640 65,550
Grocery and Combination ........ {110,240 9,430 31,990 44,100 4,980 4,820 5,940 8,990
, puiyeetiyeme Semd R AR (S 4 ") 440 | 4,250 5,330 740 880 1,140 1,860
Country General ...eseeeeessssss | 40,620 4,410 8,150 7,430 3,400 7,560 5,810 3,870
B BIONE o s o 5'olho st e s || -HGLAIGD 5,600 12,200 27,920 11,370 4,770 5,070 9,230
AR SN A DGO B | rs) 1,350 3,920 5,960 370 380 570 570
Motor Vehicle seeceossecccessssee | 80,670 | 5,740 18,780 29,510 4,560 7,790 7,510 6,790
Garage and Fillinz Station ......| 40,080 3,080 8,440 16,100 2,980 3,730 2,770 2,980
MRS GL oBllgdh s AT . Ll 0t [P Li2seR0 710 2,710 6,360 550 510 740 1,300
e TR R SR S [ T 1,1%0 4,030 4,080 500 720 560 840
Women®s Clothing eeeeeoeeceeccees | 12,600 560 2,510 5,980 670 550 800 1,540
R 2 T, s o o gt e o s Ve 7,910 530 | 2,190 3,710 280 180 300 720
o p s SR U L B | T 970 | 3,410 5,040 1,100 1,440 1,830 1,540
Lumber and Building Material ..., | 22,890 790 5 2,130 8,850 2,640 3,220 3,570 1,690
e T SRR I SRR R R S (5, T 760 3,330 5,170 180 250 860 1,190
Appliance and RAdio eeeeessseenss 8,390 430 1,830 4,250 460 (b) 430 690
BRI « . s o o Tws tls ooia s oisd d o5 bib | IBENEET) | 850 3,810 11,700 1,650 1,700 2,390 3,310
G IR MO0 . o oishovdeleness o one il | ILNBED 1,220 3,850 10,610 1,500 930 120 1,060
Bl ol . es siane aareiiare a8l i SINEIRSLE1IG 1,150 | 2,640 7,110 | 1,110 940 1,060 1,500
" EPRET ) S R R SR e 5,620 360 1,310 2,20 b 410 220 340 710
T SR SR S W BOS 8,370 330 2,290 4,270 | 170 190 370 740
RNEGIETE ..cooovcovesvicanves LAY i, 7,860 30,010 50,540 6,190 11,840 { 10,460 14,430

¥ Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories, and Yukon figures.

(b) Not available.

(c) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its
removal in March, 1949,



EST IMATED RETAIL TRADE - BY PROVINCES AND KINDS OF BUS INESS

OCTOBER, 1949

(in thousands of dollars)

& [ Maritime P Saskat- British

Kind of Business or Store CANADA | pProvinces Quebec Ontario Yanitoba | chowan | AlPOTYR |50 hia
TOTAL, ALL TRADES ....c.u.s. 696,360 48,220 154,670 268,700 46,800 54,970 55,410 | 67,510
Grocery and Combination ...,..,|110,010 9,410 32,200 43,500 5,000 4,600 5,830 9,460
I Fer et i+ SO Rt sl I ) 430 4,480 5,790 730 860 1,901 2.%0
Country General ..eceececseseccs| 42,120 4,430 9,720 7,350 3,120 7,610 6,080 3,800
Department ..eeseeccecceccccaas| 82,940 5,860 12,520 29,680 12,980 5,200 6,30 | 10,390
T AR SRS LR SRR e L P ) 1,490 4,270 6,430 400 470 680 640
Hator ValMele .o vivicib s voovme | TG540 5,680 16,400 27,770 4,370 6,740 8,510 5,990
Garage & Pilling Station .......| 39,710 3,030 7,770 16, 360 2,730 3,520 2,740 3,660
Bou' s GUOURANE o .onisorescaccns| 14,190 780 2,980 6,880 450 720 950 1,420
Family CLOBRANG +sssescce-ves0ss| 13,830 1,280 4,800 4,320 620 1,200 730 880
womﬁnis Clothlng .'.Q‘.O0.0QO;;‘O 139940 650 29580 69390 740 840 18060 19750
SRR BT 65 63 6% 60« sahoe Fows5ssoal] T TPEED 510 1,920 3,560 270 190 310 670
DR, ae ¢ s < 5 55056 608 0 s b b [-2 0 7400 990 3,670 5,260 1,460 1,660 1,870 1,510
Lumber & Building Material .,...| 23,650 660 2,180 8,880 2.640 3,860 3,750 1,670
DRI . 03 00 0 vt et et | DR 780 3,840 5,450 170 N0 960 | 1,540
AppiaEEe and RAAIO .eceececetes] 9,200 400 2,180 4,600 490 (v) 470 740
Restalblil .7 ol illheuob. . 100 2000000 780 3,540 11,600 ) 1,630 2,370 2,810
Coal atid Wood oisevevercinesssss {17,880 1,290 3,090 9,390 1,550 (b) 210 1,080
PG v 4 b o' S w0 00 0 s T 50 o DO 060 1,180 2,720 6,940 1,110 940 1,120 1,540
Jowellery (8) ... l..i.ieanssssol . B,780 320 1,220 2,500 400 230 260 690
Tobacco asesvesesssesbessseenss 8.930 270 2.550 4,610 170 190 370 760
BIY QUMGPE cooisssiossosinseres (LB2,040 8,020 30,590 51 ,440 5,710 12,550 9,400 | 14,410

Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories, and Yukon figures,

(b) Not available.

(¢) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its -

removal in March, 1549,



DEPARTMENT STORE SALKS AND INVENTOR IES

October, 1948 and October, 1949

These figures are estimates of total department stor:

Inventories are at selling value,

sales and inventories,

Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures,

SALES INVENT CR IES
Department October [ October| % Chanpge,| Sept.30,| Sept.o0,|% Change,
1548 1949 | 1949/1948 1948 1549 |1949/1948
($000) | ($000) % ($000) (#000) %
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS 82 ,807 | 82,938 + 0,8 180,986 | 201,082 +111
1, Women's dresses, coats,
and suits .scesecesceces | 11,417] 11,078 = 3,0 1185= 2207 22,638 +24,2
2, Girls' and Infants® wear| 4,067 4,390 AP ) 6,754 8,063 +26r88
3, Hosiery and gloves ,.... 28980 2,854 - 4,2 5,92 5,420 - 8,8
4. Lingerie and corsets ... SIRLETS 3,215 & g8 7,428 8,247 10
o Milline!"y Cs 800 c000ev e 992 986 — 036 829 933 +12.5
6. Women's and children's
apparel - (Total, 1-5), | 22,614 | 22,523 - 0,4 39,160 45,801 +17.0
7+ Men's and boys'clothing
ARG SHENEE o2 00 s 3 11 ;073 10,638 - 3,9 24,285 27 010", [ 4 - Hlhege
8, Drugs, toilet articles, !
and prerarations .eceees 1,460 1,499 b i 2 gul, 4,371 4,321 - lel
3| PAleCor £00dS! 145 cifabe oo sbbio 5,987 5,882 - 1,8 16,377 ] s, 20 +12,.3
loo Smal lwares $003eccvncsee 29612 2,561 =, 290 7,923 7,722 < 2@5
11, Food and kindred products| 5,884 4,928 =1642 5,345 3,375 ~36,9
12, Furniture (including mat-
' tresses and springs)... { 4,742 5,304 +11,9 9,620 11,659 +21,2
58" HEme  fupnishTngs ¢eeevo0 5,797 5,981 ¥ e 20,800 22 ;1961 +1C,4
14, Household appl iances and
electrical supplies ,.. 3,186 3,948 +23,9 5,394 5,990 +11,0
15, Hardware and kitchen
BAREIHERIE L) o oia o0 ¢ ¢ 41600 0 2,986 3,105 + 4,0 7,960 8,014 el @ 7
16, Radios, musical instru=
ments and supplies .... | 1,439 1,404 = 2.4 3,086 4,109 +33,.1
17, Shoes and other footwear | 5,568 5,655 +1,6 14,724 17,241 A
18, Stationery, books, and
AEEHPEIIRS | oL o s crers s 00 0 1,073 1,095 % 2.1 3,745 3,764 0 (O
19, All other departments,
OGN s Tarale lo¥n 5 affs si51a 3,8 7,886 8,415 H 6l 19,196 21,866 +13,9
¥ Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginnigg of QOctober in the two years,



RETAIL. FOOD TRADE

Chain Stores

Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 4% higher in October,
1949, than in October, 1948, Total sales were estimated to be $38,414,000 in
October this year and $36,860,800 in the same month of 1948,

Chain Fcod Store Sales in October, 1548 and 1949

Estimated Sales % Change,

October, 1949

Region - = =K
QOctober, 1948 October, 1949 October, 1948

= $ $ %

CANADA ,.e0e 36,860,800 38,414,000 + 4,2
Maritime Prcvinces,... 1,359,100 1,337,400 - 1,6
ONBRECF o s eelo s ssessee 6,856,900 7,014,600 + 2,3
UNEERAOr srirarste s »0 00 50 0 20,252,100 21,087,300 + 4.1
Frairie Provinces ... 4,676,300 4,956,000 + 65
British Columbia ,... 3,715,800 4,018,700 + G2

Independent Stores

|

A decrease of 2% occurred in sales of independent food stores in October,
Sales were up 4% in Alberta, 1% in kanitoba and Saskatchrowan. Tlower sales were
shown by other provinces for Octcber, 1949, compared with Uotober, 1348,

Independent Foodr§ygfg”§g}g§_in Octobgr, 1948 and 1549

Estimated Sales % Change,

Region October, 1949

Ootober, 1948 October, 1949 October, 1048

$ $ %

CANADA ..... 72 ,82€,600 71,592,400 = el
Maritime Provinces ,, 8,104,000 8,071,600 - 0.4
QREBIBC ! . s srtrste o sTetd's oo 25,596,100 25,186,600 = 36
GRG0, & ialiders orels o oo 23,418,800 22,411,800 - 4,3
MAAICODE ' o ches s ot o 00 3,115,500 3,134,200 + 0,6
Saskatchewan ,eeceeee 3,218,200 3,260,000 . OIS
AMLEIGGOS erereptrase.sis stees @ 3,938,100 4,087,700 + 3,8
British Columbia ,... 5,445,800 5,440,500 - 0,1
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