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Rl TRADE . o _ NOVEMBER 1949

Canada's retail trade in November totalled $661 milliona,
a modeat 2% above the November, 1948 total of $650 millions, but
down 5% from the October, 1949 total of $697 millione. Evidence of
the moderation apparent in the previous month was continued in No-
vember. Dollar salee in the firgt eleven months of 1949 were 6%
higher than in the corresponding period of 1948, There was the
same number of shopping days and Saturdays in November of both
years.

Twelve trades reported lncreases and nine, decregees 1n
November., With few exceptlona, these percentsge chances fell with-
in a narrow margin of the overall increase of 24 for 811 tradea.
Largeat lncrssees were those of 15% for coal and wood yards, 12%
for shoe stores and 9% for gaerages and filling stations.

The sharpeet revergal occurred in the case of motor ve-
hicle dealers. Thelir Novembar eslea were practically unchanged
from the previous vear, a reault which contraated with the large
caine recorded throughout the earllier part of 1949, The explana-
tion 1lles in the fact that shipments to dealers fell off during
November 8s a result partlally of strikes affecting motor vehicle
production and the elowing of production 1in some plants ae & re-
sult of sssembly-line changeover.

November's retall trade in-
creases by provincee were all fairly

close to the 2% increase for Cenada

9 RADE as a whole., This was a result which
. CHANGS? :AI?DNR-rEngLT contrasted with the rather widely
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— varying trend in recent months. Four
provinces recorded increases, ranging
from Manitoba's 1€ to Ontario's uUX.
The other three provinces showed de-

creases, the largest being 3% for the
1948/7 Maritimes. Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta recorded increasses of 11%,
13% and 13% respectively in the Janu-
ary-to-November, 1949 pericd over the
same 11 monthe of 1948. These were
in all casee much higher than the
aine shown by November regults.

ritish Columbia's 1¥ decrease in No-
vember aleo represented a decline

compared with the 5% increase for the

firet eleven months of 194G. On the

other hand, the Maritimes recorded a

34 decreaage 1n November and a 2% 1n-
creage in the January-to-November period. Quebec and Ontario sales
in November ghowed little chenge from the increases reported in the
firat eleven months of this year.

Prepared in Merchsndisling and Servicee Section



Department store sales and inventories are compared on Page 8,
The selling value of irventories at the beginning of November was 14%
higher apainst an increase of 4% in sales for November. Stocks for most
lines of wearing apparel were consicderably higher. Women's and chilcdren's
apparel, shoe, furniture, appliance, radio, and music department inven-
tories were all up 20% or more over the correspondinpy value a year ago.
Food department inventories shcwed the only extensive decrease (30%), this
being mainly accounted for by the curtailment of food departments by
certain of the larper departmentsl firms.

Retail food store sales arae reviewed on Page 9. There was & 10%
increase in the case of chain retailers. Independent food merchants'
sales declined 1% in November.

The chart on Page 3 shows trends from 1647 onwards for furniture,
appliance and autenotive trades.

- = e o

Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories
are not included in the published results.

Price 25 cents
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4 PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

—— -

By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

November, 1945 Over November, 1948

Kind of Business CANADA Mar, Ques T Sask, |Alta, Br,

or Store Prov, 3 . Col,

% % % % % % % | %
Total, All Tredes .eceveep + 1,7 - 3,2 + 2.4] # E,00 #aa + E]s 25l Mg

Grocery and Cambinmation ...} 4 2.5 =G T +2,7 + 3.9+ + 7,3 ®6,6|+ 4,3| + 0,3
Y i avsapstaraimets s amen sty L oOphimibel | £ 208 % 4.4 -.6.8] = 6@ +6.3 | ~ 5,9
Country General eesecececesh = 441 | = Tl | = 3,3] = 2,1] = 4,6{ = 1,3|= 9,2 | = 3,2
Department .iccesesccccsnss) ¥ 3,8 ] 410.1 + 6,3] * 9,1 + 0,6 = 8, 1|~ 7,5| = 4,7
BEEIBEY cidedsccssndinisecnag t 3T §r 42,6 | + T.5] #7°6,0f = 2,8] = 25d [l | w11 4l
Motor Vehicle ..cesccocessef ¥ 0.2 -13,8 - 3,1 +2,2] -12.4] - 4,8+ 2,8 +21,2
Garage and Filling Station .§ + 9,1 | - 2,9 | + 2,5] +13,0 (b)] + 4.7|= 3,7 +14,1
Men's Clothing eevesscacend = 44,5 - 6,5 w 0,8] = 0,8 + 4,9| =11,3{=15,4 | ~28.6
Family Clothing eecececcsced = 2,8 | = 0,7 | + 5.,8] + 0,6] =22,2| =22,4|=21,0| =22,5
Women's Clothing sesescceeed = 85 | = 1,5 | = 6,0] = 6,6] = 4,2 =17,6|=23,6 | =12,8
B & e e apriBasncedias dl TR E 5 2,0 | 224,080 +17.0) -32.8] -28.24 (R §=bhgl
AT o iesccntosconsoty » 3.6 [ = BB | % 0,9 -~ 4,4] = TJT| + 6,1+ 048l =1659
Lumber and Building Materiall -~ 2,9 -18.4 - 6,5 = 1,4 + 8,8| +10,4(|=13,7 | = 8,1
BTG, oo o ocopsannsascng 0 T4 M=-5.4] ¥ 5.5 (a)'] ¥3.6]|F S5 43
Appliance and Radio seeseeed = 1.3 - 2,6 =10,2| * 5,8] +11,9 (b)) |=21,7 | = 9,6
Restaurant ,...ccevuvvenceed = 0,5 | # 6,0 | = 1,4 = 1,6 + 2,4 + 3,7|+ 8.2 | = 8,0
Coal and Wood scesveccsceeced 14,6 + 1.9 +29,8| #2042 + 0,7| = 1,0|= 7,7 | = T¢3
BT S - oo 05 5 o i o 0is msnrp0ca) ¥ 1 o) (a) + 0,8 (&3] = 2l +2.4 |18 | U7
Jewellery ) ST SR IRe TE (a) FA0L| = 18] * 7.0 #8.7] ()| * 4,8

TObaocO s$eecsseerccsvanneany + 4.0 (a) +10.2 + 200 (a) il 500 + 709 - 2.7

All Others 5000000-000000001 + 205 - E&‘ ¥ 200 + 2.1 b 004 +1705 + 2O5 b 1.5

(&} Unchanged (b) Not available (0) Sales upon which comparisons
are based include the 25% Federal Tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in
March, 1549,



PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Ad justment for Price Changes)

Jan,~Nov,, 1949 Over Jan,=Nov,, 1948

ey cANADA | pon? | Ques | Ont, | Man, | Sask, | Alta, .

- % | % ] % | A | » % b2

Sl ORF Vool ciasealt * 6LL] Y 2.O0 * 3.4 1 ¢+ 5.6210.8 | t32.81 12,8 i 6.8
Grodsry and Combinatich ,..e + 5,8] = 0,2] + 5,0+ 6,6+ 8,71+ 9,5 *12,9| + 5,3
BIERITEY  Grerate o ofe oie 7a § TelT 80 siere e TOall t 110 v TSt ¢ 5.4 | 5,05 +75,2 ] +15.6 [4= Gl
Country General .eceeeccess| = 04| =3,5|=-3.7|-2,2|+2 2]+ 3.4! 3.8+ 3.8
Department ..ceee0040cc0e0e + T8 B0, ] +=8R1 | 46,00 [it L€ Intr7 JEill T eSS0
BEIREY. . cuclisbesshoseionnea| T 5,9 % 4,0] + 4,6+ 7,5 1= 0,57 +2,3] +16.,0 |i= 9,0
Motor Vehicle seseesescccsns 57 1= 7,00 418,5+ +1.5,9 329,80 26 5=l | 5216 LIRSS e
Garage and Filling Staticn,. +10La || ¥ 4,91 * 45 | + 8,3 | V2ORS ]l t48 5 | HEAS NS
MORAE CLOUBINE « v ovvvasnee] = 1e0] @ 4.1 | = 3.3(= 1.8 (b) 1 +2,2] + 1.2 b~ SaT
Family Clothing escesccesee = 1,5] = 1.5] = 4|+ 1,6]|~€ES5] = 3.6] +2.,4] - %,5
Women's Clothing ceesescsee +1lee [’ 08 [ = 28 I '+ 1.8 16, el =104 + 320 T
BIEEE . < ale's i slale tre olore vitrelinl o 0ls ¥ BBt 0,61 8,00+ 2,7+ Jg99 & 7,687 ¥14,9% 2247
HRBWAITS ochessunnssabosean| F 2, T| =-2,4] +# 8,1 {+2,7]|% F,6]% 8,9] +8,3] - 640
Lumber & Building Material , t ALY 1.0] % 0.5+ G011 3,2 % 8.6] +10,r= ol
PRERTD  gvos - cataaddee:nd T OsTlie= T |~ Dug 7ol =4, ) i 2 0H & 86l T G- 0k
Soaliemee Aail Radde diei. e oSpaiitee 0l & L 81| g, SRS, R + 4 ey Op
ReatRuaant edssnds snsanossg] . * SA= 0B * 3,7} % 2.2+ 6,30 + 6,68] +14,5] + 1.7
GioallS2Tid._WaBd™T  ieleiessaeoiesisie - 3,7] =13,3| = Tol | - 4,0| + 5,4| - 4,5| - 2,9] +14,0
RZE o ks slalale¥s ole extes s i 1010 wimls + S [, + 100 * 2R € 2. 0N+ L56EE FRIDRGT + 4051 L E5EN
Jewellery () iieeveee] +6.0] + 7.9] + 0.1 + 6.1 416.1] +26.4| + 2.3] + 8.5
TObACCO cavecsosccccaconsns] + 346 #+ 3.1 +6,2| + T3]+ 2,3| = 2,8] 410,6| =~ 3,0
All OLhOrs eseeeccessscsscse] * 645] + 3,61 + 1,4 + 5,4 + 9,4] +22,4] +17,8] + 5,1
(a) Unchanged (b) Not available. (¢) Sales upon which comparisons are

based include the 25% Federal Tax levied at

March, 1949,

consumer level prior to its removal in



ESTIMATED RETAIL TRADE ~ BY PROVINCES AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

October, 1949 {Revised)

(In Thousands of Dollars)

- — _ .
#| Maritime Saskate British
Kind of Business or Store CANADA™ | provinces Quebsc Ontario Manitobe o hewa Alberta Columbia
TOTAL, ‘ALY, TRADES ....eeef 697;260 48,220 155,010 269,220 47,090 54,500 55,160 67,650

Grocery and Combimation ....esf 109,900 9,460 32,180 43,340 5,010 4,610 5,830 9,490
MBBT " ".is oia s anonare sionsnaio s o ajs)e oia 8]® 16,940 440 4,510 5,820 730 880 1,340 2,20
Country Generdl ecssesscccssce 42,290 4,500 9,760 7,380 3,120 7,630 6,090 3,810
Department .ececcccvcscsconss 82,940 5,880 12,520 29,680 12,980 5,200 6,300 10,330
VBISHOLY. .otus s sie sis e o siossiasnsise 14,370 1,490 4,270 6,430 400 470 680 64C
Mooy, Viehifelle | ¢v ool e ososiae 75,900 5,560 16,500 28,440 4,650 6,600 8,070 6,090
Garage and Filling Station ... 39,520 3,030 7,760 16,150 2l 3,490 2,810 3,580
IRt CMOERANT o4 Sieisisls s ofeus s sioas 14,490 790 (0 6,960 450 720 990 1,410
Pamily Clothing scsoccecccecsne 13,560 1,320 4,820 4,450 620 I, 2100 720 830
NEHER ISP GEOGRINE .00l s18107510 0xn 13,820 640 2,490 515870 740 770 1,060 1,750
T e PP T 0 0 74510 510 1,920 3,560 270 190 360 680
T 57 L TS ol T S i S 16,420 890 3,670 5,260 1,460 1,660 1+, B0 1,510
Lumber and Building Material,,. 235,660 680 2 ; 1870 8,930 2,620 3,870 3,720 1,670
RPN U O s ls of e o o oloale o o & o &) Sga il 12,920 730 3,730 5,480 180 210 960 1,530
Appliance and Radio .eeseeesce 9,270 410 2,000 4,730 500 (b} 490 770
Restaurant ...ceececcocceccnss 24,230 790 3,550 11,340 () 1,630 2,380 2,850
Corl and Wood eeescccccccssne 17,930 1,290 3,090 9,390 1,620 (b) 21C 1,080
T o [ohks ol asdhenars e ol oroinislo orsloiore 16,630 1 JUBE 2,740 6,980 [ (4170) 940 1,120 1,670
Jewellery Ic) o A0 S B ac o 5,720 320 15220 2,500 400 230 360 690
THEBAICIED) .o, ¥e e 2 e aratPa e 012 o o bli 5 lelers, 8,930 270 2,550 4,610 170 190 370 760
ANSISQRRA LS o o aieieie eisiossusiass ors Sis el he Lol o Y 7,960 30,390 51,420 5,730 12,620 9,430 14,340

& Canada totals do not include
(b) Not available.

Newf oundland, Northwest Territories, and Yukon figures.

(¢) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer lavel

removal in March, 1949,

prior to its



ESTIMATED RETAIL, TRADE - BY PRCVINCES AND KINDS CF BUSINESS

NOVEMBER - 1949

(In Thousands of Dollars)

Kind of Business or Store | CANADAE | MBFIZImS 1 o tec | Omtario | Manitoba | opemmn | Alberta | priiamn

TOTAL, ALL TRADES seccceee.qd 661,340 45,810 153,120 262 ,850 44,010 42 ,260 49,780 63,460
Grocery and Combination ....} 104,920 8,490 30,760 42,000 4,850 4,220 5,530 9,070
MEaNE " 157e Worale Atk o o 00 LISSRTST, o olotell 14,770 370 4,330 5,650 550 750 1,200 1,910
Country General eeeeesseceess| 37,580 4,330 8,740 7,330 2,930 6,010 4,950 3,280
DEpArtmont «c.veeeeveesscsces| 93,050 7,280 14,900 37,130 13,590 4,410 5,440 10,300
Variety cecececcccnsconscsnee 14,760 1,580 4,160 6,780 420 470 690 640
Motor Vehicle ,...550000se00 64,560 4,000 13,450 24,470 3,520 4,790 7,590 6,740
Garage and Filling Station ,. 36,180 2,330 7,420 Y6,570 (b) 2,660 2,160 3,080
HEntis ClobhEang igas « s sie1es o sois 15,490 870 3,680 7,710 850 550 0 1,060
Family Clothing s0ccsesssssere 14,790 1.440 5.680 4,950 560 830 640 690
Women's Clothing eeeeescsccee 13,010 670 2,640 6,260 690 470 840 1,43C
SO Fare B Srive cmuiopiafeverdiots, ajelats ojala 8,360 470 2,810 3,850 220 140 280 590
HAGaWESREl™ . Voiaierttoialaislatorstejale o aln 14,710 830 3,330 5,000 960 1,390 1,770 1,330
Lumber and Building Material. 19,920 620 1,730 7,910 1,950 2,980 S 2=0 1,580
BRrndfeare, | S0 S idals ' oletele tia/e 12,080 730 2,960 5,650. 180 290 920 1,350
Appliance and Radio eseseeses| 8,510 380 1,940 4,390 470 (b) 360 750
ResGalERNG B 0 Herstale v mie e aiols 21,750 880 3,830 9,670 1,260 1,410 2,370 2,630
Goall -ard Wood ~5Stiver: c vssones 18,180 1,580 35710 9,300 1,390 850 240 1,020
L0 T 0 M ) (T DD O PR O L 14,740 1,110 2,520 6,650 1,020 840 1,020 1,590
Jowellery (c escs0essssssne 6,020 350 1,410 2,530 420 250 380 690
TabARCD ™ 55 oTals 7 o'e s 7sts s o7d's o'a'd 8,280 230 2,590 3,990 160 190 410 710
A}) SUhEEE - v sy dFTES aNaesu ) TN 7,170 30,730 46,060 5,000 8,460 9,130 13,130
x Canada totals do not include Newloundland, Northwest Territories, and Yukon figures,
(bg Not available.
(c) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to ite

ramoval in March, 1949,



DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTOR IES

November, 1948 and November, 1949

These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories,
Inventories are at selling value,

SALES INVENTORIES‘A
Depa rtment “ -
November | November|% Change |Oct, 31,| Oct. 31, |% Change
1948 1949 [1949/48 | 1948 1949 1945/48
($000) | (§000) % ($000) [ ($000) *
TOTAL, ALL DEFARTMENTS 89,664 93,045 + 3,8 {186,366 [211,874 +13,7
1, Women's dresses, coats,
and suits *srsesscoacs ¢ 11,460 11'490 + 003 18'1% 22'387 "'23.1
2, Girls' and infants' wean 3,706 4,333 E ALt 6,332 8,357 +32,0
3, Hosiery and gloves ,e.sgq 3,309 3,374 +i2.0 6,015 5,958 - 0.9
4, Lingerie and corsets .,q 3,251 3,535 ¢ 8,7 7,566 8,918 +17,9
S¢ Millinery ceeeccesccceasd 804 842 AR 1) 896 1,048 +17,0
6, Women's and children's
apparel - (Total, 1-5)J 22,630 | 23,574 + 4,6 | 38,999 | 46,668 419,7
7, Men's and boys' clothi
and furnishingé .sceooq 11,000L |t 13 J686 SR0/ e 24,000 | 27,153 +13,1
8, Drugs, toilet articles,
and preparations ..eee.d 1,960 1,970 + 0,5 5,027 5,345 36, &
OF | Pllecalgolds v, 5t s b veleieis'y 5,601 5,595 = 0,1 16,236 | 16,883 +10,8
10, Smal IWaTresH  »% seos s se ol 3,142 3,071 - 2,3 8,551 8,353 - 2,3
11, Food & kindred products) 6,495 5,325 ~18,0 5,392 3,778 -29,9
12, Furniture (including _
mattresses and springs) 4,595 4,707 + 2.4 9,486 | 12,017 +26,7
13, Home furnishings ......{ 6,177 6,453 + 4,5 | 21,381 | 23,337 LT
14, Household appliances &
electrical supplies ..« 3,301 3,885 *17.7 5,588 6,646 +23,4
15, Hardware and kitchen
LBSERENE) L s ertkiors o s o 070i076 3,008 3,070 i 20 8,405 8,497 k1
16, Radios, musical instru=
ments and supplies ,,.4 1,618 1,604 = 0.9 3,183 4,112 +29,2
17, Shoes and other footwenn 6,219 6,79 + 9,2 15,132 18,089 +1 9,5
18, Stationery, books, and
maSQZi-nes POC oo 0Osacq 19907 1'933 i 154 4’4% 4.772 + 6.3
19, All other departments,
BIGIRAN| =. 500e 5 efas ols e o i0iole g 121, 4 B 34:580 +10,5 21,699 | 26.224 +20,9
kX Comparisons are based on inventories at the begirning of November in the two years,

Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures.



Chain Stores

RETAIL FOOD TRADE

Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 10% higher in November,

1949, than in November, 1948,

November this year and $54,418,300 in the same month of 1948,

Total sales were estimated to be $37,712,400 in

Chain Food Store Sales in November, 1048 and 1949

SR

Region

Estimated Sales

% Change,
November, 19549

CANADA LR R N BN N 2

Maritime Provinces ...
QUEDOC cosecescocssone
Ontario esoesssessosce
Prairie Provinces ...
British Columbia soces

November, 1948 November, 1949 November, 1948

$ $ %
34,418,300 37,712 ,400 = 956
1,263,800 17, 2805200 i
6,378,500 6,997,200 S O
18,873,900 20,507,600 +10.2
4,285,800 4,857,000 +13,3
3,616,300 3,770,400 + 4,3

Independent Stores

Indspendent food merchanta! sales declined 1% in November, Maritime sales
were down 8%, while in Saskatchewsn and Manitoba sales were up 4% and 6% respectively,
Other provinces recorded little variation from November, 1948 sales,

Independent Pood Store Sales in November, 1948 and 1949

———— vt S S - > e—— ——— e e = ]

Betimated Sales % Change,

Region et . NOVOmbor, 1049

November, 1948 November, 1549 November, 19548

I 3 %

CANADA covoed 67,898,900 67,207,200 - 1,0
Maritime Provinces .,.. 7,836,800 7,209,900 - 8,0
CBBREL e lsraieTeis ois ool 23,575,500 23,764,100 sieug
Ont‘rio 9eesssescsscee 21.558,600 2] .192’100 - 1.7
M&nitObl estesetae v 2’905'*00 3,050.700 + 5.0
Saskatchewan ,,ee0000 2,801,800 2,899,900 + 3,5
Alberta ssvssscscnssen 3,792,600 5,792.600 (..)
British Columbia ,,.. 5,428,200 5,297,900 - 2.4

(o) Unchanged
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