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Retail ¢ - Cerneda was estimeted at $466,900,000
in February. Tc 1 *own 5% from the Janusry volume
of $L93,370,000, _ - .gher than the February, 19ig
total of $4bb, 730,000.

Janusry results showed a zain of only one-half -< 1%
over the previcus January. when flguree for Januar' and Feb-
rusry of the two years &are brought together, 19IQ gales are
found to be up 2.6% over the same period of 1948, This advance
is moderate in compsrlson with the average monthly gain of 11%

in 1942 over 1947 (see chart below),

Combined sales for the first two monthe £ wounted to
$96C,270,000 this vear and $935,530,000 in 1948,

Recent price trends cannot be dieregarded if changes
in salee are to be properly interpreted. Throughout 1948 the
upward movement of prices outmatched sales incressee in many
linee, eepecislly food and apparel. A levelling off in prices
at the vear's end has continued into the early monthe of 1949,
and evidently this hae hed s moderating effect on sales expan-
slon. Clearance sales were prominently featured by many mer-

chante during the early weeks of
this yvear, particularly 1in the ap-
parel and household durable trades.
Thege probably succeeded 1n moving

out excesgs stocks,but did not result

% CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE in en sapprecisble rise in dollar
gsleg volume above last vear's level,

B2 By MoONTHS
B o — ey
(—’ Y A majority of the indivi-
| dual trades had higher salee 1in the
=L LAY T S S — firet two monthe of this vear than
19487 U lest., Most increases were small,
1945/a ! both in February and 1n the two-
month cumulative compariscn. Simi-
fRvey o) - i larly, 1in the case of those trades
I which falled to equal 19L& volunme,
decreases were of minor proportions.
l ” ! The fact that 13 of the llgted tr-
olld ! 1 : adeg had lncreases or decreases of
JL e AL B0 RS TEL R D

4% or less reflects the unusual uni-

formity of trend among them,

January-Februsry increnses
of 6% for grocery and combinetion stores snd 9% for department
stores were largely regponsible for keeping retail volume a-
need of last year. Other trsdes which ohtalned eizable snlee
increaces over lsst yesr were: meat atoree (11%), variety
storea (7%), women's clothing etorss (£%) and lumber end bulld-
ing materizl dealers (13%). The latter wae the hlgheet in-
creage which any of the individual tradees recorded during the
firset two monthe of the year.

Motor vehicle cdemlers' ssles were down 13% in Januery
and Februsry thig vesr from & year ago,falling off more sharp-
ly than sales of other kinds of busineee. Reduced deliverles
to deslers, &6 assembly lines turned to the production of 1ykg
modelas, partlelly explainse the reduction.



Higher sales increases were recorded in the Prairie Provinces
than elsewhere in the first two months of this year. A roecord level of
cash farm income in 1948, including large supplementary grain payments,
vrovided a fund of* purchasing power which was not exhausted last year
and helped to maintain sales on & high plane in the early part of 1949,
Sales were up 8% in Menitoba, 11% in Saskatchewan and 15f% in Alberta
during the first two months of 1949, Quebec and Ontario bharely exceedas
1948 volume, while British Columbia seales were unchanged frow last year
and toe jlaritive Frovicces reported retail businsas down 2% Irom a vess
AZC

The chart on Pags 3 tracey morthYy sales For theze of &he
trades covered in this publication, Other trades will be given the
same graphical presentation in subsequent issues.

This report is the first in a new monthly series featuring
dollar estimates for an enlarged number of trades., It replaces the for=-
mer monthly bulletin which employed index numbers as a guide %o changes
in retail business. A sumnary bulletin giving details for 1941, 1547
and 1948 was issued recently.

Results quoted in this bulletin are estimates based on reports
filed by a sample of retail chain and independent companies.

Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon and Northwest Territories
are not included in the published results.
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE
By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

February, 1948 Over February, 1948

e - ==3= == P.— P
Kind of Business liar. 1 by Br.
or Store CANADA Prov. Que e Ont. Man, Susk, Alta, Col.

% % P4 % 3 % % %
Total, All Tredes ove Toxi anerurall 8 5.0 — 205 & 1.2 e 4-4 it 9.9 +2106 +2105 + 106

Grocery & Combination ......ef * 9,8 |+ 1,2 | + 8,9 +10.:2 #1110 #16,1 [ %23 60 NICRE
ML ..o.iionmilinm ceeiioiod, of B 2NN B3 dps i PedBegl BeeT .3 | +28.7 | #3148 | (&)

Country General ..eeseececese| ¥ 3.6 |~ 2.6 |+ 0.6 (a) {+ 4,3] +10.1 | +14,7{ + 3.9
Department «..veevecececcnscs ¥ 9.4 [+12.2 f+ 1.6 }+ 8,2 [+11.5] +17,8 {+28.,4 | + 8.4
BBl S e iems s snescvee] ¥ TJOF 6.2 |+ 4.8 [410.8 [-4,31+3:7 | Al.l | -8.d
Votor Vehicle .eeeeesveseseoe] = Ged |=27.6 | =15.3 | =14.3 [+24.7 | + 7.5 { +24.4 | = 6,3
Garages & Filling Stations ..|+ 1.1 |- 8.5 [+ 4,8 |+ 1,6 |~10.9{ +44.2 | +10.2 | ~12.0
Men's Clothing ceceeveccscece| = 545 |= 6.8 | =20.3 |+ 0.2 |+15.6 | +12.0 | (a) | - 9.8
Family Clothing ..c.coeeeevses] = 3.2 |=11.4 | = 4.4 |- 1,1 |- 9.4 - 2.4 [*12,9] - 3.3
Hanen's Clothing «ccecccsencd * 8.0 [#13.5 |# 3.4 |+ 6,4 | (b) | +42.9 | +14,0 | <108
BREBER Sais 58 55 o6 0 coiibewihene | = 35 | 647 [ 2.1 |# 0.9/] (a) § #2886 <232 |8
BRPARETE besesoicacosiocenons|® 254 e 6.5 % 1,5 |+ 4.6 |~ 3.6] #14.5 | +18.6 | <1548
Lumber & Building liaterial ..[+17.3 |+24.3 |+ 2.8 | +36.3 |+13.3 | +18,0 [+ 5.0 | =24.1
B NTEEEY 5 os oo coooionnshosl® 448 |= 1,9 |* 3.4 [ #13.2 |21 .4 | #1654 | + 2,0 [' =07 4
Appliance & Radio c.eeeevecae]= 3.8 [+28.0 | =16.5 |~ 1,0 |+ 6,3 |=6.2 |+ 3.4 |~ 5.6
O e < e 5 e 56 s 5 s m slareiolaf = e iz 2468 G2, = 29l Bal | = 2:9 | * 8,8 |= 7«3
CRRR EMBRA . is e svenssimenl= 16 |=16:9 {=12.8 | -11.2 1 %861 1 *2.C | (b) | +82.4
BN SRR B ek e el Tl I AL O @B + Bed fhes |F 9.0 | + G0 R
Jewellery (0) cecececesocvoce|= Co@ [=13,6 |= 5.3 | = 2,1 |+35,0] +36.4 |- 4.8 | (a)

BEERGO Lad dole b bhs s oiell ¥ '1%7 4 Ka) JALIS w208 Dd) 1+ 648 [Hl82 = 840

AL HOELens. Lol ste o ope Ba b B oS RICEN I 4.1 B3 204 L& A8RL MEE NS imn Sl |orashas" it dse

(a) Unchanged. (t) Not available.

(c) Sales upon which comparisons are based included 25% Federal tax levied at consumer
level,




PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Chanpges})

January=February , 1949 Over January-February, 1948

leried at consunmer level,

— — - S— S—
‘i“dojfsigjinsss CANADAIYRY: | que. | Ont. | Man. | Sask. | Alta. ggio
f % | % % % % 7 7 %
Total, All Trades ..cccoou|® 2.6 |~ 2,3 {+ 2,2 |+ 0.8 |+ 7.6 ) +11,2}+15,1 | {a)
Grocery & Combination coccecul® 6ol |~ 1,1 |+ 656 | # 5.3 |+ 8.1 |+ 8.6 | +18,9 t+ 7,1
MEAL oossocosccoooaccascecsast*llod I+ 9,0 | +13,0 | +10.1 [+16.7 | *17.2 | #29.0 |+ 2.5
Gy GanePal .o...ococidno)® 105 1= 37 |# 129 1 &£ 1,2 |# 1,0 |* 3,9+ 8.0+ 2,1
IR S8 osssstncanaccd®Bs] P G0 16,3 |+ 658 F 6.7 1#l1l.0 | #15.4 | +20.9 )+ 8.9
BRI o oeoccccccccsioacsonoal®™ 8.9 |+ 5a6 |+ B0 [# 9.8 |~ 654 = 1.9+ 6.8 |= 4.2
Motor Vehicle cccecosccccccool 1302 [=26.8 | =10,7 |=17.2 |+ 5,1 |+ 0.6 | + 3,6 | -19,0
Garages & Filling Stations ,.!* 2.8 |+ 9.9 |+ 3,3 |+ 2.2 |+ 1,9 | #+20.7 | + 1,2 |= 6.3
Men's Clothing coccevccooeaas|= 0.8 |= 3.1 | = 4.6 {+ 1.9 {+21.1 |+ 3.4 - 4.7 | 12,2
Family Clothing c.c.ec.occcoo|® 0oB8 | 4,7 |~ 0.9 1+ 4,9 |-8.8]~-4.2]+ 9,1 | (a)
Women's Clothing c.ccecsecocol® 802 |+ 7.7 |+ 8.1 |+10.0 [+30.,9 | #26.5 | + 1.0 |~ 7.3
B I YRS o ko n s sl b 2T (= R |+ 96 ¥ 6.3 T 4.0 VLW B T ¥ 5.8 | ~Biig]
KiRe imaiacll SRl 8 08 o ot cioiord sratoll BB S, G Tt ZLIST et 8. F #1058 = S WEE M) #HE.61u] ST
Lumber & Building Material ..|+12.9 |+26.0 |+ 8.8 |+27,0 | +14.0 | +10.1 | + 3.2 | -23.6
R EEa s b s s somssbb ol 0.9, 1419 ~1,0 > 4.9 F-17.9] a), | + 1.7 }-206.5
Appliance & Radi0 ac.cocceocol= 0.8 |+29.4 |~ .3 1= 0,1 §+ 4.5} -21,2|+ 3,1 |- 8.3
RESLAUrant o..oseevo.icsencoal™ 0.2 [+ 0.7 |+ 5.7 1=2,0|-3.0}-2.8]|+8.7]~-4.8
Bonl & Wood sa-iensa,ovssnnial= 3.9 |-19,1 | -13.7 |-11.8 |+21.5 | +25.1 | +64.9 | +62.6
RN conbinanssyéindecirabmeld il |wl.B | 5250 ¢ 3.0 |83 4 T4} + 4.8 |miln?
Jewellery (b) cececevveovroool= 4,0 )= 9.1 | = 6.8 |~ 5,9 [+26,2 | +11.1 ] -~ 4.0}~ 5.6
TobaCCO «vovsavuns o gamowoopoot® 248 U= 3.0 1% 3.2 Fo 3.3 [|- @4 0+ 850 ] %28.8 = 5.9
B OtRee o.isbsibocoars naaltid 5 | WIRE L4200 jo b e To0 L4272 1480 4 R+ 5,0
Ta) Jncharged. (b) Sales upon which comparisons ars bused inc)ided 25/ lederal tax



ESTIMATED RETAIL TRADE - BY PROVINCES AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

JANUARY, 1949

(in thousands of dollars)

== —=2 === s —_
Kind of Business or Store CANADA* Mar1?1me Quebec Ontario | Manitoba Sasicat= Alberta Brltlsb
Provinces chewan Columbia
Total, All Trades ....eec.0.| 493,370 36,100 % 113,810 200,070 |’ 29,0560 ! 265,550 <17 (0] 50,640
Grocery & Combination ..eeeeee. 94,070 8,350 ' 27,540 39 080 3,990 z 3,380 4,930 8,110
N R kone s RS EoTi ks kaat SEuRe]eTsakox iy aks. oo 13,410 480 3,830 5,200 420 | 550 1,000 1,930
Gonn GEVEGEReRal: ' o8 « 55000 s s 28,530 3,880 6,140 5,740 2,040 4,060 3,980 2,690
eI oyavesn & o576 676 srov0is s & ol Fuve 49,060 3,010 7,940 18,330 7,460 2,330 3,200 6,780
Pl T o OO IO o L 8,780 830 2,740 8,940 220 240 380 450
HMeitar MEDTCHE | .ot aiotsis eiorsioisahoie si 43,840 3,450 9,570 17,970 2,410 2,790} N4 ,870 4,870
Garages & Filling Stations .... 25,630 2,250 4,930 11,400 1,480 ' 10104 -15860 2,550
EBm s IGILoiEhing, v st bsdlorsgois s o5 oo 1L EL0] 710 2,700 5,630 490 ' 330 850 890
HEANISy OMOTHETIE. - operenprssmsasrsmsrersmvrons 9,420 930 2,970 3,530 SEar o 500 370 790
Women's ClotHing .eisvecoscrsone 10,540 420 2,080 5,260 480 460 570 1 ;519
ST, 5 S P R o S o s e, (S D) 320 1,610 2,430 150 100 200 470
Hardware ..,..... e P, . np 10,500 670 2,560 4,200 490 640 1,000 930
Lumber & Building Material .... 12,110 460 1,850 53a80 1,090 1,220 1,760 960
ERIEIEN G U0 (ore (eaomane. srocoms, sxeononsacsissoe o=0 8,820 550 25310 4,150 120 160 690 840
ApEisiagce ~& RAGTO o .ic ale sieiie sasiase 7,170 340 1,860 3,560 3580 110 370 600
REISTGRALTGARE %ie o o o ox0 oTo 5o Busgslons. siofesd 20,120 800 3,480 9,260 1,000 1,060 1,900 2,628
GBI &) RO taia $iss aTs aia olalaks sle axsls s 17 R8I0 1,810 3,360 8,550 15, 730 1 JOF 310 1,560
DR rde ok EVerotes - i h rerdhin LS . Sy 14,620 IR0/ 2,600 6,690 930 798! 15006 1,530
Jewellery 7 N ST 3,740 210 960 1,470 260 150 280 420
GIERCICIOL IV oot o ace « ¢ o0 bibroniioresodorons 7,630 240 AL AL0) 3,960 140 180 260 720
S (050 T2 PE R 90,920 5,840 21°%366 85,650 4,540 5,340 8,330 10,920

* Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories and Yukon figures.

(a) Sales upon which comparisons arc based included 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level.

- A



ESTTMATED RETALL TRADE - BY PROVINCES AMD MIdDE OF BUSIMESS

FEBRUARY, 1949
(in thousands of dollars)

- ) . 4 [ﬁaritime [ } . I Saskat= British
Kind of Business or Store CANADA :Provinces ! Quebec Ontario | Manitoba ! chewan Alberte !Colunbia

! i

= = : l — - —— - e e e '- = ot = !

! ] i
Total, All Trades ...,,.....:_ 466,900 33,350 | 108,660 | 190,900 | 28,110 | 25,390 | 33,240 i 47,220

t | i
Grocery & Combination .........: 92,8801 €,140 1 27,270 | 37,4401 3,890 3,470 4,550 8,110
HBEE Lo we ol s donsosowesossmwosens]| Lol 390 1 3,910 4,840 420 540 870 1,810
Country Generl ...............{ 27,640] 3,410 ! 6,390 5,470 1 1,950 | 1,920 3,830 2,680
DOParfment «.iaveecescesnsseses) 50,1300 5,040 § 7,660 | 20,0001 7,440 | 2,250 3,210 | 6,440
T T NSNS e e 8, 980! 860 { 2,640 4,120 | 220 280 400 ' 470
Motor Vehicle ......,,o.......,i 36,5401 2,800 { 7,590 {14,520 ! 2,320 1,920 3,770 3,410
Garages & Filling Stations ....t 22,0701 1,840 ! 4,400 © 10,090 ! 1,250 1,110 1,510 1,900
Men's Clothing eeecevccecceecsal 9,500! 556 | 2,080 4,910 370 280 470 830
Family Clothing ...............! 7,210 700 1 2,800 2,670 | 290 410 350 580
ilomen's Clothing seeeccevescsocel 8,770 420 1,800 4 080 1T ial 400 450 980
= 2T TR Dk TR SEES SRR R 280 1 1,380 2,140 110 90 160 350
HABGWALe oo .agesoasesmcsasnaoanl © 85800 520 + = 2,060 5,180 540 630 1,090 920
Lumber & Building Material ....i 11,580 460 1 1,090 5,630 940 1,180 1,470 820
FUPNItULe 4eveesessscvaccoonnas! 8,970; 510 1 2,410 | 4,380 ‘ 110 150 510 900
Applicnce & RAdio eeeseveeon.ns 6,000 320 | 1,570} 3,100 | 340 150 300 510
RESTAUPANE «evsveosoneevonnneea] 18,750 740 ) 3,250 | 8,810 ! 910 990 1,730 2,290
A O T AN 17,000 1,270 3,260 74860 ¢- 4,770 1,070 (a) 1,480
Rt Zacie S s e g > 14,170 1,070 2,580 6,370 | 930 730 970 1,510
dodeile iy (N} i di0d. P i i 3,490 190 890 1,380 | 270 150 200 420
SalSGtaN. . digine o il s 3.0, Ll 7,530 240 2,070 | 3,750 140 170 260 710
All Others ....................{ 89,180] 5,600 21,760 | 36,060 ‘ 3,340 5,500 6,800 | 10,100

|

* Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories and Yukon figures.
(a) Not available.

(b) 3ales upon which comparisons are based included 35% Federal tax levied at consumer level,
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DEPARTKVENT STORE SAIES AND INVENTCRIES
February, 1948 and February, 1949
These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories,
Inventories are at selling value.
SALES INVENTORY®
Department Feb., Feb, |% Change|Jan, 31, |Jen. 81, }% Changs
1948 1949 11949/48 1948 1949 1949/4L__
($000) | ($000) ($000) ($000)
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..| 45,857 | 50,128 | + 9.3 143,231 | 163,643 +14,3
1. Women's dresses, coats
andy SHIES] | & Gl ilds d. s 4,816 5,288 +10.0 1d..167 15,436 +38,2
2, Girls' and infants' wear. 1,353 1 27 *112 .9 4,191 6.424 +53.3
3., Hosiery and gloves ...... 1,431 1,438 | « 0.5 3,432 4,686 | +36,5
4. Lingerie and corsets ..., 1,764 1,983 +12.4 4,534 5,625 +24.1
o) MIESININIED SRR Yaie o aleler sxarorats oo o o 357 399 | +11.8 781 961 +235,0
6, Women's and children's
apparel - (Total, 1=5) BRTaNs | ‘1@, 646" | '+ 2.5 24,105 33,132 +37.4
7, Men's and boys' clothing
and Furnilshings seees e o 4,042 4,351 + 7,6 16,027 18,104 +200 S
8. Drugs, toilet articles
and preparations ce.o.... 1,273 1,337 & 530 4,207 4,079 = 3,0
Sy BHleeaNEROdEN .. aiaisiesc o o0 o 3,930 4,588 +16.,7 12,295 15,520 +26.2
M@y Small IWBIBES! J o0 o's e o 0aaaso 1,667 I @8 L T8 6,358 6,462 o (
11. Food and kindred products 4,800 4,355 - 3.3 6,896 4,242 ~38.5
12. Furniture (including -
mattresses and springs).| 3,359 5,905 | +16.3 11,064 10,608 | - 4,1
13, Home furnishings .....000 4,015 4,584 *14,2 18,072 19,874 +10.0
14, Household appliances and
electrical supplies ..., 2 0L® 2ol w177 5,616 61, 6 38 i 1B
15. Hardware and kitchen
IEETREWINSE o8 ojist, " olorars 5 013 o o o 2,101 24y 2SI =82 Bi,1.32 8,420 | *+ 3,5
16, Radios, musical instru-
ments and supplies ...e. 840 1,04C +23.8 3,510 S, 20T = 6.6
17. Shoes and other footwear, 2,461 2,653 7 8 11,104 13,549 28,9
18. Stationery, books and
magaZines cesossessoccan 872 966 +10.8 2,791 2,843 R ITT
19, All other departments,
PRz Ly -~ tHE S E I PO (R A (T 5,066 | F1EKS 14,054 16,898 48052

« Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of February in the two years.



