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Canade's retall trade was sharply higher 1ia April
when sales reasched $669 millions and exceeded April, 1948 vol-
ume of $573 millione by 17#. The occurrence of Easter snd the
prevalence of favoursble weather conditions in April this year
were partiaslly responsible for ‘the high level of consumer
spending. Last year sessonal Easter buylng was concentrated
in March. Tsax reductions provided in the budget released ad-
di;ional purchesing power which alsoc helped to swell retsil
sales.

~ Salee 1n the Janusry-to-April period of 1949 were
32,211,610,900, while volume in the same period of last year
amounted to 82,055,590,000, a gain of 8%.

The April lncresee wss the largest recorded in seve-
ral monthe and 1s in contrast to the more moderate gailne in
earlier months of the yenr, which were as followe: January,
+1%; February, +5%; and March, +6%.

BEaster's effect was felt more sharply bv some trades
then others. It was probably important in bringlng about the
considerable incresses recorded by apparel, variety snd depart
ment stores. Rather sizable gsins
for the sutomotive, food and Jewel-
lery stores must be attributed main-
ly to other factors.

TOTAL RETAIL TRADE-CANADA

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS In the

Fer=h=Tf T 0 T T 5 & T Prairie Provinces,

where sales have teen expandiug at a
800 rapld rate for gome time, exception-
/’ ally high esleg volumesg were record-

/ 1948 .~~~/ .~ ed in April. Incresses in totsl
gy e M - trade amounted to H0% 1in Saskatche-

800 - e
.‘H/ds;”ﬁﬂ.“”m“""- 1947 wan, 33% in Alberta and 27% in Mani-
471
-

toba compared with April a year ago,
s evidence of the promising outlook
- occasioned by oii well development
and its effect on related enter-
l L LB prises in Western Canada. Announce-
T o T L ment in March of a 20-cent increase
JFMAMUJJASOND in the price of wheat, retroactive
to 19U45,zave added buovancy to trade
in the Prelrie Provinces. Other
parts of the country shared in less-
er degree the prosperoug April trade,
increagses ranging from 8% in the Maritime Frovinces to 15% in
Ontario.

200

Coal and wood dealers sustained a reduction of 5%
in April eales thls yenr from last year. Reductions were com-
mon to all provincee and reached 54% in Saskatchewan.



Removal of the Federal Tax on jewellery may be considered the
principal reason for the abrupt upswing in sales of jewellery stores in
April. This year, with the tax removed, sales were 35% higher than the
total for April, 1948 which included the Federal Tax,

Grocery and combination store sales wero 14% above April, 1948
volure, An additional factor affecting results for the food trade was
the fact that there were five Saturdays in April this year and four in
April, 1948,

One of the larger increases in April was that reported by
motor vehicle dealers, and substantial retail deliveriss of new vehicles
had a decided influence on this result. Garages and filling stations
also enjoyed increased patronage in April this year. Increases for both
these segyments of the automotive trade were in the vicinity of 25%.

All other trades reportad higher sales in April this year than
last. In some casas, particularly in the durable household goods trades,
the gains were small in extent. Declines appeared in some trades in
certain areas, most of them in British Columbia.

The chart on Page 3 illustrates the trend from 1947 onwards
for the four trades constituting the apparel group.

- enrn s s e

Fipures for Newfoundland, the Yukon and Northwest Territories
are not included in the published results,



MILLION
DOLLARS

SHOE STORES

a0

MONTHLY SALES
APPAREL STORES

MILLION
DOLLARS

r =l | [Fs—p i | | e

. 20

30

20

—— 30

—— 20

20

Z44(0)




PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

April, 1949 Over April, 1948

T

P S e o canana| pore | que. | ont. | Man. | Sask. |Alta.| gog.

yA % % % % % % %
Total, All Trades ..cceecef +16,8f * 7,8]+10.4 | +14.6 | +27.0 | +49.8 | +38,04+ 9,6
Grocery & Combination s..e..d +14,2{ ¢ 3,11+11.2 | 17,1 | +16.6 | +23.4 | +26.2}+12,0
Mot seecevecrscosocnsennceesd #16.5) ¢ 2.6[+18.0 | #15.2 | +28.9 | 429.5 | +28.11+ 7.4
Country General ...cceceeeces * ToB8) ¢ 0.4|= 7.2 |4 0.3 | +21.1 | +33.4 | +23.7|+ 4.6
BRPErGIEnRE ....c0'vhirenencoad +15,3] 420.4]¢10.5 | #13.1 { 19,9 | +23,2 § +26. 5REN1SS
Varioty cceccsccsscessocccccd +29,5] #26,1]|+27.6 | +31.9 | +25.8 | +32.3 | +43.2]+16.4
Motor Vehicle ..eceveccoceses *+26,3) ¢ 3.00¢14,1 | +24.6 | +61.4 | +69.9 | +57,11+14.8
Garage & Filling Station .J +24.9| - 7.3}¢12.8{ +11.1 | #50.9 [*127.7 } #91.3{+22.0
MBnts ClOhANG eevsesnsoeased +13.0] +10.5)+13,0} #13.2 | (b) § +31.7 | ¢32.2|+ 5.5
Family Clothing ceeeeeeceeced *24.8] #20.8)417.3 | +36.6 | +35.0 | +38.5 | +34.0}+ 5.3
Women's Clothing .eeceeeeeecd +32.0] #10.1}1+26.6 | +32.4 | +90.5 | +77.6 | +42,1]+11 .4
SRPQantevesoersonvsosscanne +30,0] ¢29.2]+41,1 | +25,1 | #48,0 | #90,9 | +41.7|~ 1.4
Hardware ........coeeeeseeseqd +12.21 + 2.2]/¢ 0,9} ¢ 7.5} +24,7| +46.2 | +57,5|= 9.9
Lumber & Building Material .J + 7.8] =13,8/+ 6.5] - 1.4 | +21.4 | +12.6 | +60,2|-13.8
BRP TIPS | o oosveonsensscerced * 2421 (a) |* 1,31+ 7.56] (&)l #6306 | + ¥.4|-17.2
Appliance & Radio .ececcescod + 2.4] +44.8] (a) (&) I'mE.00 ()l ~3.5]+ 4,2
BOSHEAMIANT! o o cisanssssncacd ¥ 2.9 ¢ TA[* 2.91 ¢+ 0,3 ='5,0% +15.0 | +28.6| - 5.0
Coal & WOOd <eveeeccoeccocced =24.8] =31,3| =24.5| -22,9 | <15.5| =53.7 | =36.4{ ~15,3
BEUZ hnima s cosescosnsoncccced ® 98] #1000+ 3.7 ¢ 9.0} *17:Q% +20i6 | +10,2] ¢12.0
Jewellery (¢) c.ccceceecoceced 435,01 +26.1) 61,0 | +34.4 | +38.5| +35.7 | +28.0] +16 .4
s T BBl hes ce v renrood (T 9LBY 8,00+ 7.8 * 2,7 % 6e5] *1h} it GuS] ¢ 451
All (O4hers o.cosocccoscsccsccod +23.60 *+21.2] ¢+ 9.2 | +20,1 | +38,5| #95.2 | +41.9] *+16.9

(a) Unchanged. (b) Not available. (c) Sales upon which comparisons are based in-

clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in

March, 1949..



PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustmenﬁ-for Price Changes)

January=-April, 1949 Over January-April, 1948

March, 1949,

Eipd °f3§“31"°°‘ CANADA g"; Que , Guty | et ISentl | il 3’;

or ore rov, Oloe
= —et—g =T
fetel, ALl Trades .1f $ 781+ 1.0 14 309 1+ 5,9 |415.2 | 24,9 | +23.6 |+ 4.8
Grocery & Combination ..coood # 9.3 {# 0.8 f¢ 7,8 §410,2:]1+12,0 | #15,3 | #21,7 |+ 9.2
BRR it s 00w 00 0 ohio dodoos JIPL2.6 |4 8.4 | #18,8 {#11,.1|#18.6 0 #21.7 | +80.8 §+ 4.3
Country General .cccccceccood # 3.0 )= 1.2 | = 4.3 |= 1.0 |+ 8.7 | 12,4 | +12.5 |+ 4,3
BERHEEIRNT" on'coosonshoscnasod #10.5 1 #14.5 |# 5,8.1¢ 7,7 | *14.2 1.217.8 | +22.2 | #3051

Variety i e d e T ey + 9.8 | «10.2 |+ 7.7 ¢¢1204 + 0,9)* 6.9 |+18.4 | (a)
Motor Vehicle ..c..ecvonccocd * 6509 | =17.1 |+ 4.7 ]+ 2.8 | +29.4 | #31.5 | 24,7 |+ 0.2
Garage & Filling Station SRR 400‘1+ 4,6 |+ 6,8 {+19.3 | 68,9 | #37.1 | +10.6
PGS BAOBUINE - 0cadocsccooad ® 2.8 4% 1.7'1= 0.6 4+ 0:8 ! (b) J§Allel#18.5 1=4.0
Family Clothing .ccceccccccoq * 505 |4 2,3 | = 1.2 }+11.8 1+ 0.7 ] #15.6 | *21.3 |+ 4,0
Women's Clothing ccscocococcocad *1ldol |4 9,0 | +11,6 } 13,3 { +48.2 | +41,3 | +22.8 1+ 1.0
B St 4 o minh 70 0 §p ol o i = b BB [ 535; +13,8 | * 7.6 1 +17.6 | +36,8 | +20.,3 | =12,9
BRI < cois ssvimannsaved v 508 T 2.8 ¥ 0ia e 7.2 [+ .0 [42008 | w2a.2 J-1104
Lumber & Building Material .J +12,2 |+ 6.3 |+ 4,5 |+15.0 | +24,0 4§+ 9.0 | +28,9 |-14.2
PUrnitiies Jscccoeocosccosesad|¥ 0.4 |+ 2.4 | = 3.8 |+ 5.8 | = 6.90 +13:6 1+ 8,0 |=15.7
Appliance & RAdio coccocccoed * 3.6 | #37,0 |+ 0.7 |+ 2.3 |+11.3| (a) |+ 7.2 |- 2.3
HEREANEBRE! 5 0.0 06000000 conbood ¥ 1.2 &Y 20| % 3.7 |= 1,03 ~4.,0] * 5, 1]88 #26.9 | = 3.5
Coml & Wood o..ccoccoobosossd = 7o8 | =176 1 =13.4 | =11.4:|+ 9,7 { = 4,5 | 31,1 | +30.4
B ) s v s nos fBoendbas R B9 | 4103 | 85,7 |1 5.7 |+ Shod 416,21\ %, 8.3 |+ 4.0
Jewellery (c) cseescosososoeg +10.9}* 4,4 |+ 5.5 !+14.3 | +30.,9 | +26.,4 | + 4,0 |+ 6.2
R . ok sonbogsia neBlangd | Bod | = 150 'R aaS it 8.6] (a) f+ 5.2 +17.4.= 260
All Others ...ccooccocascacand * 9.9 [+ 7.3 |+ 2,5 §+ 5,4 | +17,3 | +51,3 | #+35.6 | + 8,9

(a) Unchanged. (b) Not available, (c¢) Sales upon which comparisons are based in-

clude the 25% Faderal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in



ESTIMATED RETAIL TRADE - BY PROVINCES AND KINDS OF BUS INESS

MARCH, 1949

Zreviseds

(in thousands of dollars)

R
et

Kind of Business or Store CANADAX Maritime Quebec Ontario | Manitoba | Saskat- APEerta British
Provinces chewan Columbia
TOTAL, ALL TRADES css00s00e- | 579,450 40, 980 131,540 233,690 35,370 33,030 | 43,730 61,130
Grocery & Combination eccocococss | 101,900 8,770 29,220 41, 560 4,390 3,850 5,150 8,970
L R SR S L 410 4,19 5,100 440 640 1,060 1,940
Country Generel seeceoscesoccssa | O1.840 4,030 6,890 6,090 2,350 4,690 4,630 3,170
L R i - 5 e 5,120 10,870 25,660 9,790 3,810 4,950 8,920
B 01 o li. s chele o s 2 oee & 800 0 0 s0mein sml SR 1,120 3,100 4,830 280 310 510 540
Bl VOENE1E | seeceadeoscaccsascs] GORHTO 4,180 14,710 26,110 3,580 4,610 5,870 6,310
Garage & Filling Station seccc-. | 28,510 2,210 5,420 12,600 1,570 1,460 2,310 2,950
Mokils Clathing ceeeasevecsancoeo | 18,430 740 3,200 6,130 {b) 350 730 1,130
MGILy QIGBHINE coovcoccncacveoe| 10,000 990 3,720 3,640 320 630 530 770
WoESR's Clothing ooeevessvescons | 18,060 590 2,840 5,770 700 530 830 1,800
B Ll s 2 e cas SN Eb o0 ashsnnos 6,230 380 1,850 2,830 190 120 240 620
HENNIEIRE, oo » oxre 0070 o0 o009 b6 » sroois e 1 ALOUN 610 2, 360 3,800 640 880 1,410 1,288
Lumber & Building Material .c..o} 14,080 430 1,440 6,160 ¥ &) 1,180 2,240 1,420
Furniture cessccssessesscccscsse 10, 300 680 2,570 4,750 140 190 730 1,250
Appliance & Redi0 secevecccecres 8,120 390 2,250 3,790 400 {b) 350 690
ReBINAraNEt cccscoscssscescnsocss | 20,840 860 3, 330 9,670 1,090 1,250 2,000 2,660
Caglet WOBA ' 7o cse s s vos0esngees sl M8 1,310 3,070 7,790 180 730 120 1,020
TR 2 o olds oinecsooneansessesnions il - IRTnta 1,160 2,770 7,100 1,030 860 e 1,670
SRS (C) ossabssscomonsldobe 4,960 260 1,170 2,110 380 (b) 250 800
B s o o6 5 92 6 o6 ofn o aolaie i 8,060 260 2,300 4,140 160 190 220 790
ARESEERANE 41 e eoes eevon ooesmes i EENONE 6,480 24,270 44,060 4,250 6,320 8,490 12,680

% Ceneds totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories, end yukon figures.

(b) Not available,

(¢) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 254 Federal tax levied &t consumer level prior

to its removal in March, 1949,



ESTIMATED RETAIL TRADE - BY PROVINCES AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

APRIL, 1949
(in thousands of dollars)
R R i Y R - T AN TN =
Kind of Business or Store CANADA" Mari‘fnme Quebec Ontaric Manitobsa Shplksie- Alberta British
Provinces chewan Columbia
TOTAL, ALL TRADES .,cc..:0000] 669,270 47,190 155,260 259,490 42,480 48,250 51,080 65,510
Grocery & Combination cseccccoo| 108,67C 9,270 31,180 44 ,C10 4,780 4,330 5,680 5,360
T Sl i I e s L T | 15,340 400 4,780 5,620 580 790 1,140 2,040
Country General ©0800050090500 00 37;330 49500 7”910 79180 2,810 69270 59480 39160
Damar @aBnts' oo o o ofg-t 5 07 o 0/5 0.6 5 74,970 5,960 12,180 27,540 10,960 4,300 4.870 9,160
VBT et Blomk ola'o 37510 010 sToiaiele alole/d 13,930 1,400 4,300 6,160 390 410 630 640
MOEGRCAVERANETE ~.0 .0 o:0:0:0 ofbfos0.0 sloioiaxala 80,180 5,810 18,326 29,390 5p 166 T 20 T,9768 7,060
Garage & Filling Station ...... 36,700 2,270 7,290 13,970 2,550 3,780 3,500 3,30
¥en's Cloth'lng ©00000e800050000 16.520 950 4.090 7,"-50 (b) 540 780 19260
Fanmily Clothing o.cesecoss000000 16,270 1,450 5,760 4,970 54C 90C 670 990
Homen's Clothing cescscccccssas 18,390 760 4,230 8,290 1,200 870 1,080 1,950
SHOEE S R B als s, a1t ve Rk &' -0 00 Bo: s 10,430 620 3,640 4.540 370 210 34C 720
Halr dWaRE ssac o0 a0 0 085+« 0000000 15,470 930 3,190 SIS0 910 1,550 1,950 1,360
Lumber & Building Material .... 16,670 500 1,810 7,140 1,360 1,520 2,900 1,440
Eanmitian. 8lon s, o o0 im0 ¢ v 0 etomins 11,820 770 3,240 5,420 170 250 750 1,200
Appliance & Radio ccccoccscvocoae 7,990 420 2,030 3,840 460 (v) 290 780
RoSIEAMBRRIE o 1ei/sr o rolclomit.e a0 416,0/010 21,750 890 3,500 YO, T20 1,140 1,460 2,160 2,450
ConlRpERWARANE 5 % o 670w ola oTj01e108 5 9,000 790 1,790 4,680 710 310 70 660
LTV SIEREE (ahe oioin s 'ale oal oW 0 /5 ols/5lokd 15,540 1,250 2,520 7,050 1,100 900 1,080 1,680
Jowelloth (8) 1. cveoesoboesconse 5,510 290 1,54C 27180 360 180 320 640
GabaccllisPas sitldale « oid o S oo a0 traiom 8,350 270 2,340 4,260 170 200 340 770
A SO R BRI Re eieleis o o a M st 530 EISO M0 46 7,730 29,650 50,100 6,370 12,140 9,680 14,870

* Canada totals do not include jﬁewfoundland, Northwest Territories and Yukon figures,

(b) Not available.
(c

to its removal in March, 1946,

Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 256% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior



DEPARTMEM T STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES

April, 1948 and April, 1948

These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories,
Inventories are at selling value,

SALES INVENTOR TES *
Department April April | % Change| War. 31, Mar. 31, |% Change
1948 1949 | 1949/48 1948 1949  ]1949/48
($000) | ($000) (#000) | (9000)
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ,{ 65,018 749969 +15,3 169,143 {193,049 +14,1
1. Women's dresses, coats
Bl SvilEe N WEE L | s . 8,362 | 11,032 +31.9 14,850 } 19,740 +32,9
2, Girls' & infants' wear| 2,506 3,523 +40,6 5,539 8,243 +48,8
3, Hosiery and gloves ... 2507 2,497 200,56 4,617 6,054 +31,1
4, Lingerie and corsets . 25293 2,695 +¥7a 5 5,415 7,123 +3 45
&0 | MINSIBLYE « o B¥8 « 20 2080 o 850 1,328 +66.2 1,078 )i £ B1E2 14,3
6, Women's and children's
apparel- (Total, 1=5),] 16,082 | 21,075 +81 .0 31,499 | 42,392 +34,6
7. Men's & boys' clothing
and furnishings ..s.s 6,899 B,718 +26,4 19,593 22,716 +16,9
8, Drugs, toilet articles
and preparations ,... 1,310 8337 2 t 4.7 4,212 4,19 = 0,8
9, Piece 00dS .oscs0000s| 4,790 4,684 - 262 14,673 | 18,366 +25,2
10, Smallwares scccssocsoo | 1,840 1,939 + 5,4 7,090 7,306 + 3.0
11, Food & kindred productﬁ 53968 5,040 - 4,2 5,713 3,652 36,1
12, Furniture (including
mattresses & springs)| 4,146 4,201 =23 12,872 | 12,871 (a)
13, Home furnishings ..., 5,513 5,677 #1380 20,749 ( 21,608 *+ 4.1
14, Household appliances &
electrical supplies ,| 2,609 2,819 + 8,0 8,77 7,€40 +35,9
15, Hardware and kitchen
UBeNSI1S Loubonnsoco: | 3,654 3,886 + 6,3 9,043 9,968 410,2
16, Radios, musical instru-
ments and supplies .. 782 827 + 508 3,544 3,558 + 0,4
17, Shoes & other footwear | 4,569 5,792 +26,8 13,775 | 16,348 +18.7
18, Staticnery, books and
mgazj-nes @B:sn0000000Q 743 855 ""15(».1 3n076 34;1 ?4 <5 106
19. All other departments,
total ooccocniocococ. | 6,819 8,084 #1846 17,533 | 19,109 + 9,0
» Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of April in the two years,

(a) Change of less than 0,1 per cent,

Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures.



RETAIL FOOD TRADE

Note: Beginning with the present issue of this bulletin, results for the
retail food trade appear in the form of estimates of total sales
for the two segmente, chains and independents,
below are for grocery and combination grocery and meat stores, but
do not include totals for meat markets,

Chain Stores

The figures quoted

Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 24% higher in

April, 1949 than in |April, 1948y

Total sales were estimated to be

238,550,500 in April this year and $30,986,100 in the same month of 1948,

Chain Food Store Sales in April, 1948 and 19549

> -

Region

CANADA ¢sces0erseDD

Maritime Provinces cesaocs
Quebec Servcevseesssenec
D T A O
Prairie Provinges .eeesss
British Columbi® .eeesee0

Bstimated Sales % Change,
April, 1549
April, 1948 April, 1949 April, 1948
$ $ g

30,986,100 38,550, 500 +24,4
1,251,400 1,372,800 + 9.7
5,449,800 7,319,100 +34,3
17,104,700 21,080,100 a2
3,781,300 4,796,500 +26,8
3,598,900 3,982,000 17,2

Independent Stores

- -

A gair of 9% in sales of independent food stores in April was

somewhat smaller than that for chain stores,

There was also a wider

variation in the degree of the increases for different regions, gains
ranging from 2% in the Maritime Provinces to 26% in Alberta.

Independent Food Store Sales in April, 1948 and 1949

——

Region

CANADA SO seD s *eBOE I

Maritime Provinces e¢cseoo
Quebec 00 0PN OCDOGEOOCOODOES
RRAIE I Mo lsiche o o.0 Taie oreel I3
UEEERBOBE /siolein o o o ple's ¢ o0 eie
Saskatchewsn cceovcecocos
Alberta ¢e0evcccccoearoee
BritiSh Columbia sececcos

-

Estimated Sales % Change,
April, 1949
April, 1948 April, 1949 April, 1948
$ K

64,072,600 70,024,400 + 9,3
7,737,000 7,899, 500 % el
22,565,900 23,829,600 + 1586
20,487,900 22,926,000 +11,9
2,598,000 2,974,700 +14,5
2,515,800 2,988,800 +18,8
3,208,000 4,029,200 +25,6
4,960,000 5,376,600 + 8.4
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