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The general upward trend in retall trading during the
first four monthe of 1949 was aﬁain evident in May. Total vol-
ume of salesd amounted to $654 milllone &8s compared to $61%
millions in May, 1948, a gain of 6.3%. The increase in sales
for the first four monthe amounted to 8% over 194&, the emaller
galin in May being partly attributable to one less Saturday 1in
the 1949 month. Amongst the trades, motor vehlcle and lumber
and buillding materlala businesees gave heaviest impetus to
gales. Reglonally, Alberta's continuing boom was reflected 1n
consumer purchases at the retail level, while other provinces
experienced smaller changes.

Salea in the [first (five monthe of 1949 totalled
$2,869,530,000 ae compered with $2,670,890,000 in 194¢,a cumu-
lative gain of 7.4%E,

May incremses in grocery and combination and meat out-
lets, which were smaller than the five-month cumulative gains,
were influenced by the fact that the month had only four Satur-
daye as compared to five 4in 1943, This factor undoubtedly
affected other kinde of buslnees ae well.

Amonget the clothing trades, men's clothing, family
clothing, and shoe &stores continued
the tendency to slower trading. The
levelling of women's clothing seales

= was the most notable change, follow-
ing eizable gaine in earlier months of

% CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE the year. Although department store

%

1
o]

B8y MONTHS sales are heavily welchted by clothing,
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gains in all regione were eubstantial,
Women's departments in May, 1949 were
up 16%; nen's clothing, 12%; and shoes,
10% over 1948 as compared to changes

N A A PR of 0.2%, -4.54 and -2% in correspond-

| AN ing retail outlets. Total May volume
in department stores was l11¥ above

1942, unchanged from the cumulative
I increase from January-to-May.

Increased availability of

1

il new motor vehlclee resulted 1n the

spurt in seles of these outlets in all
regions. This sector of the trade ac-
counted for over 12% of total salee.
Receilpts of garages and filling sta-
tions, reduced by the few weekends in Msy, gained 6%, leea than
the cumulative five-month increase of 10.5%.

Heavy gains in May sales of lumber and building msa-
terial outlets in Quebec, Ontario, and the Prairiee more than
offget losses in the Maritimeg and British Columbis to result
in a 17% advance over 1948, continuing the trend of the first
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four months, when sales were up 12% over 1948. Activity in this and in
the hardware trade has been sustained by the volume of capital expendi-
ture projected for 1949 by industry, and by the continued expansion in
residential building. A recent survey reported 48,000 dwelling units
under construction on April 30th. This should help maintain a persistent
demand for builders’® nmardwars and other construciion materisls.

Despite the large number of dwellings being completed this year
(25,000 to April 30th), sales of furniture and appliance and radio out=-
lets have tended to slacken off in recent months,

Fuel dealers' sales continued well below 1948, while drug and
restaurant sales gained slightly., Jewellery sales, continued to respond
to the removal of the Federal tax. The gain of 47% in Saskatchewan was
exceptional,

Regionally, the varied changes in May figures for the Prairies
deserve comment. Saskatchewan total sales flell slightly below May, 1948,
although the five~-month cumulative change was plus 18%. Menitoba and
Albverta increases were smaller than the January-May totals., Ontario and
British Columbia pained 6.,5% and 6.0% respectively, with smaller increases
in Quebec and the Maritimes, Other then the Prairies, May gains were
consistent with the cumulative changes in the first five months.

The chart on Page 3 illustrates the trend from 1947 onwerds for
the household durables and automotive trsdes including furniture, appli=-
ance and radios, motor vehicles, and filling stations,

O > - - -

Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon and Northwest Territories
are not included in the putlished results,
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

Kind of Business Mar.

or Store

May, 1949 Over May, 1948

Total, All Trade8 .cccsess
Grocery & Combination ccecccs

MEAE. - .. alovers spersiolbie oraistato s intorswsis
Country General ...ccecccoeces
Bepartoent L. ilhseesecoecons
Variety PRI S et S oo 570
Mol VEEBCIO) . 5 « & - « 20500 o0
Garage: & Filling Station ..
Mbn's Clothing seeccecesscccoe
Femily Clothing .cececcsencoe
Women's Clothing .sceeccececco
Sho® ...c.seevescesc0r0scvasss
Hardware ....ccoecocsvc0000c0
Lumber & Building Material ..
Furniture ecccceceececscscosso
Appliance & Radio .eccsccscoos
Restaurant .scceeecescecesocos
Coal & Wood ccessececcccncasns
BEUE % .o 86seescenecscccacesns

Jewellery (c) ccceviicceccens

Tobacco ..

soee00cee s

Alld OthelrSl ), i M. taiese

- -
CANADA[GAT- | Que. | Ont. | Man. [Sask, | Alta. SZi,
% | % % % ] & ek paee
+ 6,3]% 1,5 |+ 2,8 [+ 8.2 |+ 8,7~ 0.4 +14.4 |+ 8.7
+ 3.0= 6,5 |+ 10,8 #8453 *aT,1 |+ 6,8 | +16 S l#E5E
+ 6,8|* 5,0 |#17.5 | (a) [+22.6 |¢ 7,0]| #15,6 |- 4.6
= gJaf= 2.5 0% 5.8 |-4.2 | (a) | - 661 Do homisn
410.7|+15.4 |+10.1 |+11.6 |+ 9.5 | + 5.0 | %12.7 |+ 8.4
+ 4,1|* 6,2 [+ 0,7 |+ 6,0 = 5.4| (a) |+18.8 [+ 1.8
+28,2|+414,9 | +13.4 [+37,7 | +50.0 | ¢« 8.5 | +37.9 | +38,0
+ 5,8/ 6.8 | % 9.1 |+ 5.2 |+ 7.9 |=8,1}4+ 9.9 |+27.9
o 4,65[{= BoB | =662 |= 75| (b) |+ 4.3+ 8.6 |=2,5
e Bo5|= 2,2 |= B.,7 {* 0.3 |=8.5|*5.,6] (a) |+ 1.2
¢ 0.2le 7,0 {=8.3 |+ 3.56|+4.1|+ 3.5|+ 6,0+ 2,8
= 1:8|m 7.1 § =19 |- 3,5 |i{a) ‘{128 + 5,6 | (&)
+ Batl BNt B3 (2 To2d? 6572 2.8 |+ 4.l "GN
+17.3{~ 7.4 |+ 6,9 | #20,1 | #13.7 | +18,5 | +42,7 | = 6,2
- 2,9 1,1 | 11,8 |+ 5.0 |+ 5.9| «13.0| #12,1 | -14.5
* 3,7(+33.3 |~ 5.3 |+ 5.5+ 3.1~ 5,0] + 3,6 |+12.3
+2.9|-3.2{+11.8|=4.1]|-8.5]+ 8.8 (b) |+ 4.4
~12,3|~15,1 ( 16,5 {<10.1 | = 8.7 | =32.7 | ~10.0 s,
$ 1o71= 2.6 |= 064 |+ 03]+ 2,0] #27.6( + 5.1 | & st
+ 9,4|+ 7.7 |+ 5.8 |+11.2 | - 2.9]| +46.7| +10.3 | + 8,8
+ 4,4|- 6,9 (% 6.4 |* 6.9+ 67|~ 9.5] ¢ 3.7]~ 7.6
+ 3,9+ 4,4)~0,2|%8.8|%0.4]-11.0] +2.8]+ 9.4

(a) Unchanged.

March, 1949.

(t) Not available.
clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer

(¢) Sales upon

which comparisons are based 1
level prior to its removal in



PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE
By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Charges)
Jan.-May, 1949 Over Jan.-May, 1948

Kind of Business CANADA Mar. A Bri

or Store Prov, Que . Ont. Man. |Sask. lta. Col,

-

1 % a % % % % %

Total, All Trades sescneor + 7.4)* 100 + 3,7 * 605 ‘1309 ‘1708 *21.7 + 600

Grocery & Combination ...oeea| + 7.9~ 0,7 [¢ 6,1 | *+ 9.0 [+11,0 {+12,8 | +20.,4 [+ 7,8
IIEIERE! S5 Sials tle siaie o v 0is s 0nis oo w0y P11 AT Bo) | +1446 | +°84 [420.1 |+17.3 | #2B.1 |+ B0
Country General ....s.oee0c0c0] * 1.9f= 2,2 § = 2.7 | = 1.5 |* 5.5 |+ T4 {4 9,6 | ¢ 4,9
Department scececeosscscecscs| *10.,5{¢14,7 |+ 6.8 {+ 8.6 [+13.]1 §+14,5 | «20.1 { + 9.8
QRSB lcleiniaictoe o oo bie o o Suth ol & Sradi #1952 Ihel 6 03 4 F1U0,. 8 = G T fit 15642 1] 8.5 (a)

Motor Vehicle eeicesoccesssecof +11,4: 10,6 |+ 7.3 4 +10.,3 |+34,0 {+25.1 }{ +29.1 | +10.0
Garage & Filling Station .| *10,5¢ 0,7 i+ 5,1 |+ 6.6 |+16,0 |+37,2 | +30.,0 ] *16.4
B S ELOERATIE oo o cbeesssaues) * 2.1 =~ 0.3 |=2,2[~0.24 (B) |+ 9.4]11.91 ~ 386
Family Clothing .............‘ i 3.8‘* 1.9f«2,9|+ 9.1 |- 1,0 |+14.0,) +17.4 | + 5.9
Women's Clothing eceseceoccsel *10.3}* 3.3 |+ 6.4 | ¥10,6 |+34.7 | +29,0 | +18,5 | + 1.2
IR 8 b cisie s wain ce Mo oaipons afi® 5,7 41,9 | % 946 [+ 4.4 §+22,2 I90R.0 || #l8.0 | - QdB
HATBWALE o osadeeoolsiossosecenf * 5.9 = 1,01 % 3,81 ¢ 7,0 j+ 8,2 +18,611"+16,5% = B
Lumber & Building Material ..} *13.5i ¢ 2,5 | * b3 | +16,3 |+20,7 | +11,9 | +32.2 | -11.9
PAPRLEUre scoscocosvssmiscanef = 0217 1.2 (@ 4,9 (¢ 6.5 j= 40/ |* 6.7 | ¢ 9,1 | -16:8
Appliance & Radio .eesesececel * 4.4 436,21+ 1.3 1+ 3,4 t+11.6 (# 2,1 |+ 9,2} ¢ 0,9
Reataurant ceeceecoessccsscccel * 2ell * 0.5 14 6.3 | = 1.5 [~ 5.0 }# 5,7} 420,53} * 0.2
Coal & WoOd ..ceaacossecscacel = Bo1p =17,2 | ~14.1 | =10,7 {+ 7.5 (=~ 8.1 #26.4 | #26.1
B Shs o aetblebodbo i honet * S0+ 040 | % 3, Q¢ 4540+ RN N6 W 7,6 | * B0

Jowellery (c) ccceseoccessceal #10.5 + 6,8 | + 5.4 | +13,0 | +23,5 | *2944 | * 6.4 | * 6.7

Tobacco Geo® o0 @ et IIR IR O LR + 3"ﬂ r 2.3 + 408 + 4’4 * 1.3 + 2.2 *14'3 - 301

-‘\11 Others s e ee Pt 0P CORCODOIC * 807 + 605 + 101‘”‘t4‘6‘0-%..--:‘1-g-3‘8-' +30°-$. +28°5 ‘ 809
{(a) Unchanged. (b) Not available. (c) Sales upon which comparisons are based in-
clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removel in

March, 1949.




ESTIMATED RETAIL TRADE - BY PROVINCES AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

APRIL, 1948

_T}evisedf

(in thousands of dollars)

3 sl { h
Kind of Business or Store CANADA g:;i:;t:s Quebec Ontario | Manitoba :;:::: [Alberta g:;;:;?,
—

| \
TOTAL, ALL TRADES ..ve09.s..} 675,230 47,80 1%2&%%14_360’740 42,840 48,560 J» 51,680 66,520

L]

]
Grocery & Combination ...e.c000} 108,330 9,300 30,950 44,110 4,800 4,240 5,620 9,310
Meektiger okl nes: S B0 o o BRE Bo e 16,350 400 4,800 5,530 590 770 Ll 70 2,090
CounSry Goneral '...so.esosveesos 36,800 4,370 7,600 7 22450 2,700 6,260 5,470 3,160
PSRBT RNGHT Jdokls ¢ 6708 2 ss o v o5 sus 74,970 5,960 22 186 27,540 10,960 4,300 4,870 9,160
VARG Teicssis olosie aiaie 0/0/0/0 » & o oi0 s oks 13,970 1,400 ] 4,360 6,150 380 410 630 630
G R IHICH.0 %+ s + %% 050 o o s &' o/810 81,620 S3820 18,650 29,680 5,080 7,270 7,600 7,920
Garage & Filling Station ...... 36,860 2,250 TERINE 14,110 2,530 3. 720 3,490 35890
MERRE SR GO RINE o o e10 0167 ¢ 5.0 o7s 00 s 16,190 970 4,050 H T 780 870 540 770 14260
HEGANE CHOMRENE < oo ooe voooossno 151500 1,490 5 7am |f 4,940 550 940 710 15080
Homents. GIBEhINg < 'ccitscoooossn 18,160 720 4,230 83l 70 1,200 820 1,080 1,930
B ool e s sehons 16 0. 9,0 5.3 219 0% 8.0 o 10,360 620 3,630 4,470 370 210 330 730
e RN R E] (e okale [3 (o as [o-BAS TRIPSET® & W] ¥ 0 [¢ & 15,400 930 3,250 5,630 930 1,540 13820 1,390
Lumber & Building liaterial .... 16 ,660 500 1,820 T4k 1,360 1,610 2,870 1,470
BRI 1 oid are sionsiars . 0u 8 5.0.9.0.0.000 ® 11,920 760 3,400 5,390 170 250 760 1,196
Appliance & Radio ..cccse0c0000 8,360 420 2,220 3,910 490 (b) 330 750
REIGHENI RN 52 S 2 s s assbolsconss 22,310 900 3,660 10,240 1,140 1,480 2,140 2,740
G IS G ORI . 72 2k aie ome 0.0 sloi0 e eiste 9,170 790 NN A10] 4,880 710 310 70 660
DRRZE olaie oke o sleks sis o0 & o in o oicin s oo 15,540 1,190 2,540 7,070 1 80 920 13080 1,640
Jewellory (€) eooeecacecacccone 5,500 310 1,530 2,140 380 180 320 640
BRI Yot 0 o sTorsia e tire o o s.0 luio¥ola e 8,400 N0 2,350 4,300 170 200 340 270
AL = OBIBINE » Hevers™s"ohnra s o7 s o sin-eoiolins -LOLBS0 7. 750 29,870 50,480 6,340 12,450 105210 14,800

i i
& Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories, and Yukon figures,

{(b) Not available.

(c) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior

to its removal in March, 1949,



ESTIMATED RETAIL TRADE - BY PROVINCES AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

MAY, 1949
(in thousands of dollars)

Kind of Business or Store CANADA® ﬁi;i;i::s ! Quebec Ontario | Manitoba E;::::- Alberta ggizi;?a
: |
{ | |
t '
TOTAL, BLL TRADES &.eov.00 0. | 685,960 47,890 ! 151,960 | 257,120 39,780 42,760 49,310 65,160
%
Grocery & Combination .........| 103,330 8,690 ! 30,010 41,330 4,650 4,220 5,590 8,840
B Al ol emrmailors * (reliETURs Goiinore G iaxeperd ohoss 14,320 ; 420 | 4,490 5,090 650 760 1,040 1,860
Country General ....cceccscosse 39,840 | 515" 70N 9,980 7,610 2,860 5,920 5,000 3,320
Department ‘veecacccncccsocccens Te,200- | 5,910, | 115868 27,510 10,120 3,570 4,360 8,880
Variety esvecacsscssesseesccocos 13,030 | 1,370 | 4,140 5,660 | 350 370 570 580
Motor Vehicle s.ecnss0se0accoes 80,330 5,700 | 16,610 | 31,490 4,590 6,160 8,180 7,590
Garage & Filling Station c.cocs 36,190 3,479 6,740 15,270 2,190 22710 2,670 3,440
Men's Clothing .ce0cs0e00000000 13,870 850 3,630 6,320 (v) 480 760 1,180
Blamil N CHOENInE « 2 s v o s ess 12,580 1,340 i 4,640 3,790 430 940 580 870
Women's Clothing sc.vvieecececec 14,370 660 314228 6,430 770 590 890 1,810
B ke [ B Roroartako to-<Eake 4 1% (eao.nTers) 4008 8,240 g0} 2,590 3,570 300 190 290 760
LRI T e S e SO YR O S 1.7 SoONE 1,040 | 4,150 6,410 1,110 1,520 1,760 1,530
Lumber & Building Material .... 21,950 630 2,330 9,390 2,070 2,690 3,340 1,500
F TR LA UL ToE e Jo ke ko ne Foxsriorohale. » o4o4s (914" sjororsle %2 5070 890 ZI800" § 5,440 180 200 740 1,120
Appliance & Radio ......ecco000 i 0) 400 1,960 3,820 330 19C 290 820
Re Sl ANREIIhET Giaisld oie ofe & siois. ol iaseralets 22,870 800 | 3,800 10,390 1,180 1,460 (v) 3,010
AN T IRC N, Ne=o e N seme et 4 £ ley 9,900 7al. 2,030 5,500 630 330 90 590
Drug cecesscecsosesscscnsscnsnce 16,0560 1yl 40 2,510 6,790 1,040 1,000 1,050 1570
Jema BERFIEYL )" 2L, ol S 5,140 280 1280 2,080 340 220 320 620
Tobaceo ecseseeoscocsccscos 2o 8,480 270 | 2,490 4,360 160 190 280 730
AT GRREESL e s ot b % 3 5 ove o LIS IR =80 { 29,990 | 49,070 5,180 9,060 9,210 14,540
.|

¢ Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwes% Territories and Yukon figures.

(v) Not available,

(c) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior
to its removal in March, 1949.



DEPARTEENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES

May. 1948 and May, 1949

These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories.
Inventories are at selling value.

““.:-m"«-_..--‘—"""'..-‘:‘:*. == — — — T e e T e e T S S LT
SALES INVENTORIES®
(R s Yay May, |% Chenge,|Apr. 30, |Apr. 30, |% Change,
= R et . 1949 |1949/1948] 1948 | 1949 [1945/1948
($000) ($0600) (30
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ... L§§3229 72,198 +10,7 {371,468 191,086 +11.4
Nl TR, T
1, Women's dresses, coats
BRIGWNEINTESI & Saks s sisisiole o <al'] | 73909 9,352 +18,2 14,985 | 18,145 H20L
2. Girls® and infents® wear . 2,260 2 TLT +20.2 55458 [ 7,408 | +568C
§
3. Hoslery and gloves .ecceso 2,148 s + 1.4 4,838 5,526 +14,2
4, Lingerie and corsets ..... 2,446 2,919 +19,3 5,813 7,168 +23.3
50 Milliner}' e840 csesco80avdBBs0O 715 775 + 8.4 “--950 909 - 2.3
6. Women's und children's
apparel - (Total, 1-b) ..| 15,478 | 17,942 BLS5a8 32,022 | 39,166 +22.3
7. Men's and boys' clothing
and furnishings ..cececos 6,77€ 1 AGirl * 10,5 20,258, | 122,531 +11,2
8. Drugs, toilet articles
and preparations socseceee 1,348 1,438 +« 6.7 4,357 4,318 - 1.9
90 Piece {;OOds ©Ce00°00000C00CO0 49605 5,059 * 9.9 15,192 18,764 "23.5
10» Smallwares tes®e8csvose000a 1-)771 1,909 LA AN 7,168 7,481 + 4.4
11. Pood and kindred produocts, 5,047 4,665 - 7.6 5,450 3,318 =39,1
12, Furniture (including
mattresses and springs) . 4,468 5,142 %l 5,1 12,281 i, e, + 4,0
13. Home furnishings ..ccecooo 5,645 6,060 + 7.4 20,647 22, 126 ¥ 7.2
14, Household appliances and
electrical supplies ..... 2,498 3,023 +21.0 5.9 75 8,035 +39.7
15, Hardware and kitchen
MIESAEERIS. S < o4 sicio e e siaoie o o 3,946 4,379 +11.0 9l S, 10,349 +10.,4
16, Radios, musical instru-
ments and supplies s..... 822 832 + %2 3,596 3,869 + 7.6
17, Shoes and other footwear .| 4,825 5,329 +1C.4 14,364 | 15,907 +10,.7
18, Stationery, books and
MAZAZINOS cscoecesccnsos 52 761 2 3,290 3,268 - 0,7
19. All other departments,
ECEENE R, s oale siite sisiee oo o10n0 0 7,248 8,088 +11,6 17,680 | 19,136 + B,2

* Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of May in the two years,

Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures,



RETAIL FOOD TRADE

Chain Stores

Sales of chain grocery and combination stores were 8% higher in
May, 1949 than in May, 1948, Total sales were estimated to be §35,247,200
in May this year and $32,529,600 in the same month of 1948,

Chain Food Store Sales in May, 1948 and 1949

re—— e s e e S——
Estimated Sales % Change,
Region = May, 19489
May, 1948 May, 1949 May, 1948
¥ ]

CANADA o sss0see0 32_'529,609. 35J247‘,_2.00 i3 * 814_
Maritime Provinces .. 1,248,500 1,221,000 - 2.2
Quebec eescesensocaee 5,805.700 6,432,700 "10.8
QREATIE aes oeosseseae 18,027,300 19,465.700 + 8.0
Prairie Provinces ... 3,952,300 4,545,400 +15,C
British Columbia ... 5,495,800 3,582,400 5

Independent Stores

The fractional increase of 0.4% in sales of independent food

stores in May

was the product of wide divergence in regional sales,

The Maritimes fell back 7% and Quebec, 2%, while increases ranged from
1% in Saskatchewan and Ontario to 18% in Alberta.

Independent Food Store Sales in May, 1948 and 1949

= o ¥

Estimated Sales % Change,

Region S May, 1949

May ., 1948 May, 1949 May, 1548

3 3 R 7
CANADA . .cvseecne 67,785,700 686,080,400 I A IS

Maritime Provinces .. 8,045,600 7,466,300 T2
Quebec seemnsscnencace 23,960,800 23,577,400 - 1.6
(50 o o) IS | TR ORGP 21,583,300 21,863,900 - RS
Uanitoba cecaoscaseas 2,796,800 2,960,800 B 95,19
Saskatchewen ......0. 2,902,800 2.0925), 1 G0 + 10,7
PHBr B .o liic s o sia sl alohs 3,419,800 4,028,500 +17.8
British Columbia .... 5,077,600 5,260,400 + 3.6
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