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RETAI i_. TRA D E - - - - - - AUGUST 1949 

Bales volume in Canada's retail stores was down 3% from 
July but, at $6 145 nilliuns, was 75% greater than in August a 
year ago. The margin of gain over last year has been stabilized 
at between 5% and % for the greater part of this year. In the 
first eight months of 1949, sales reached a total of $tl.59  nil-
lions, 7% greater than the l94 tot&l of $14,536 millions for the 
same period. 

Apparel merchants reported a reduction in sales volume 
from August, 1914, as did Coal and Wood dealers. Otherwise, the 
trades for which separate estimates are obtained recorded ad-
vances over August or last year. This was a situation which con-
trasted with that in July when many trades reported sales de-. 
dines compared with the same month of 1914. 

Motor vehicle dealers were again to the fore, when 
sales gained 29% over August, 19141. 	Only two other trades re- 
ported sales ga 4 ns exceeding the national average. 	Garages and 
Filling Stations, and Appliance and Radio Stores experienced in.-
creases of 13% and 12 respectively. 

In the apparel trades, decreases were rairly general 
for all sections of the country, although there was a notable 

exception in the case of women's wear 
stores in Saskatchewan which in-
creased sales by 20% over August lest 
year. 

The overall provincial pic-
ture was little changed in August 
from what it had been in the first 
seven months of the year. Sasat-
cnewan and Alberta were the only pro-
vinces showing marked variation in 
trend. Saskatchewar had ar, 'icrease 
of 29%  in total retail trade over 
August last year, while its gain in 
the January-to-August period was but 
15%. Alberta's incieaee or 10% in 
August was lower than its cumulative 
gain of 17% for the eight-month per-
iod of this year over laet. 

I I Department store sales and 
inventories are compared on Page 8 of 

this bulletin. Agenst the 6% increase in sales for Aug"-t, there 
was a 13% increaao in the selling value of inventories. Stocks 

Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section. 
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for a wide range of cornmJ 	•rc :s ci' 	 Lte beii; 
August this year, among the largest being those for women's apparel 
IYtefl S W 	- 	 n '1 	1 	 1 	 11-' 	 I - 	 d 	r 
f'oot,ar- 

AlT 1JV 	ol 	 ;c; 	ha 	iai re- 

tailers rport'd a sales increase of 10% over August, 198, while inde-
pendent food merchants showed a gain of 2%. 

The chart on Page 3 shows sales trends in recent months for 
the three tr&des handling a general line of nrchandise. 

Figures for Newfoundland, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories 
are not included in the published results. 

Price 25 cents 
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PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL_TRADE 
By Provinces and Kinds of Busine 

(Without Adjustment for Price Cham 

August, 1949 OverAugust, 1948 

Kind of Business 
or Store 

CANADA Ir' I Que. I On: Man. 
Total, All Trades .,.., 	* 75I 	3.3 4  1.9 14  6,7 1+13.9 1429.0 + 95 I' 6,1 

Grocery & Combination 	4 4.3 — 101 + 2.5 + 5.0 + 905 + 6.1 + 8.5 + 5.8 

Meat ..,.., ..............+ 5 0 7  - 2,6 H 8.5 + 6.7 	28,1 — 5,0 + 7.0 — 3.1 

Country General •..0000000 	' 0.7 — 4.7 — 5,2 + 0.8 + 7,5 + 6.0 — 202 	1205 

Department 	+ 5.8 * 4.3 +12,3 + 4.5 + 8.3 + 6,2 + 4.1 + 2.0 

Variety .......... O 	+ 7,3 4 6.5 + 501 + 9,4 	3.2 	(a) 	+18.8 	(a) 

Motor Vehicle ..........,, 	•28.5 +28,0 — 0,3 +35,1 +43.0 +62,9 +25.6 +49.0 

Garage & Filling Station, 	+13.3 + 900 + 302 + 8,9 +36,8 +2701 +16,5 +30 0 3 

Men's Clothing ,,,,,,,,,,, 	5,6 	8.2 	7,1 	5

0

8 	(b) 	3.1 -15,8 	6,7 

Family Clothing .......,... 	— 2.2 — 2,9 — 0,8 	2.1 	8,1 — 3,8 	(a) 	— 5.5 

Women's Clothing ........, 	— 4.2 + 109 	1538 + 0.5 	2.3 +19,5 — 2,9 	709 

Shoe ..,..,. ....... ....... 	4 2,1 	4.1 +14,5 + 1.7 	9,1 	(a) 	+21,4 

Hardware .....,,.,,...,.., 	+ 0,9 4 2,2 + 2,0 + 2,8 -11,5 + 5.8 	6,1 	9,3 

Lumber & Building Material 	+ 6,2 + 5.0 + 3.6 + 901 4' 80 + 9,9 .s 3.0 — 7 0 5  

Furniture ,.,,,,,,,,,,,,, 	+ 1,6 	(a) 	+ 84 + 006 +12.5 	4.3 +13,2 	13,5 

Appliance & Radio o.00..o 	+1200 +71,4 	23,3 4  6o0 + 9 9 1 	(b) 	3.2 — 307 

Restaurant ,,.,,,,,,,,,, 	+ 3,4 	2.7 	1,1 + 2,0 	19.6 + 9.7 + 5.8 + 4,5 

Coal & iood ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 	— 707 -12,7 -16.5 	2,0 -1904 	15,0 -50.0 	(a) 

Drug . ....... ......... o. 	+ 309 + 3.4 + 2,6 + 3,0 + 8,7 +11.1 + 6,2 + 2.0 

Jewellery (c) ...,. 	+ 5.5 +10,5 	8,9 1+8.4  l+lG o l 	(b) 	11,8 + 3,9 

Tobacco 	+ 3,6 +20,8 + 5,3,+ 302 4 6,7 	4,8 + 3,4 	2,5 

All Others 	+1037 + 1.6 4 3ø3( +  5,1. +205 +66,4 	1508 + 2,4 

(a) Unchanged. (b) Not available.. TT1es upon which comparisons are basectin-
dude the 25% Federal tax levied at conswner level prior to its removel in 
March, 1949, 
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iYCENTA 	C ANGES III RETAIL TRADE 

}rovinces and KirTds of Business 

tsnt for Price Changes) 

49 Over Jan.-Aug0, 1948 

tid of Uusiness 	Mar 
or Store 	CANADA Pro', 	ue. 	Ont, 	Man. Sask. &lta. 

Total, All Trades 

Grocery & Combination 

Meat ,.00000000s.00* 

Country General 

Departnnt . . . 	. . . 

Variety 

Motor Vehicle ........... . 

Garage & Filling Station 

Men's Clothing 

Family Clothing 

(omen's Clothing 

Shoe ...... 

+ 7,1 I • 2.4 14 3.9 1 	6,3 1 4-13.5 1 415.2 I4-16.5L62 
+ 6,9 - 1,0 + 5,6 + 7,9 410,6 +11.6 '16.2 + 6,3 

+ 8.6 + 2.2 '115 + 6,4 +21.1 + 703 +21,6 + 1,2 

+ 0.6 2.9 - 3,2 + 1,6 + 4,0 + 3,5 4- 	4.7 + 6,4 

+ 8.6 +12,0 + 6,2 + 6,6 +11,4 '12,2 +15.7 + 7.9 

+ 6,7 + 7,3 + 4,9 + 8,0 - 0,4 + 3,4 +18,6 + 1,4 

'18.9 + 2.7 +13,0 +43.9 +30,1 '28,7 +2395 

+10.7 + 4,5 + 4.8 

1 +17 * 3 

+ 7,9 +18,8 426.1 '18.7 +20.1 

+ 0,9 - 1.1 - 2.5 - 009 (b) + 7.1 • 5.3 - 2.5 

+ 1,4 + 0,3 - 2.0 + 4,6 - 3,8 + 4.8 +10,4 • 009 

s 6.0 + 3,3 + 2,3 + 6,4 +26.6 *23,6 +11,3 - 1,6 

• 3,3 + 1,1 + 8,4 + 1,7 4  6.9 +15,5 +18,0 -12.9 

Hardware 	,,, .... ,,,..,,,,. 4 2,9 - 1,6 + 3,0 + 3,5 - 0,2 + 9,6 +10,2 - 7,0 

Lumber & Building Material + 8,2 +6,0 +3,6 + 9.2 '13,3 + 5,8 +19,4 95 

Furniture 	,.,,.,...,.,,.,,, 0,6 11 4.2 + 3,6 + 17 + 4,5 '10,2 '1308 

Appliance & Radio .....,. 4- 6.5 *43,1 + 6,0 + 5,3 + 5,8 + 1.9 + 9,3 • 0,6 

Restaurant 	.............,. + 3,2 - 06 + 5,8 4.  0,2 + 3,6 + 7.2 +15,8 + 1,6 

Coal 	& Wood 	.,.,,,,,,,,,,, 9,0 -17,9 '15.0 9,4 3,1 14,0 + 3,8 '18,4 

Drug + 4,1 + 1.2 4- 	2,6 + 3.7 + 6,3 4-124 6.5 + 2,5 

Jewellery 	(o),,..,,,.,,,,, + 7,4 + 9,2 005 + 8,2 +19,2 4-33,1 + 6,6 + 8.7 

Tobacco 	.. ... ...,.,, .... ,, + 2,4 4-. 	1.0 + 5,9 + 1,2 + 2,5 - 0,7 +12,7 - 3,5 

All Others ... ,,,,,,,,,,,j + 7,8 + 5,9 1+1,9 I 6,6 1+12,4 1+25,0 1 4-20,2 
(a) Unchanged. TbJiri1ab1e ,  (c) Sales upon which comparisons are based in- 

clude the 25% Fdera1 tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in 
March, 1949. 



ESTIL1ATED RETAIL TRADE - BY PROVIUCES AND KIND3 OF BUSINESS 

JULY, 1949 
TRevtea) 

(in thousands of dollars) 

Maritime 1 Saskat- British 
Kind of Business or Store CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario Manitoba chewan Columbia 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES 664,990 48,600 	152,820 256,770 42,890 - 46,830 48,970 1 	68,110 

Grocery & Cotbination ........ 111,760 9,370 32,550 44,880 5,000 4,900 5,760 9,200 
L:eat 	..... 14,080 410 4,120 5, 04 0 660 760 1120 1,970 
Country General 	.,....... 41,500 5,040 , 8,880 9,340 :3,040 5,020 5,090 4,090 
Department............ ....... 49,890 3,740 7,100 17,22 0 8,010 2,490 3,57C 7,750 
Variety 	,.,.,....... 12,940 1,390 3,730 5,850 350 400 620 610 
Motor Vehicle 89,460 5,590 23,140 30,950 7,500 6,670 7,460 8,160 
Garage & Filling Station 44,320 3,780 8,290 17,890 2,710 4,520 2,970 4,060 
Men's C1othin 12,150 840 259C 5,780 650 360 630 1,290 
Family Clothing 	....... 10,950 1,14C 3,820 3,600 390 590 560 870 

, 	11,710 580 Nomen's Clc  th ing 	....,.. 2,730 5,200 570 440 710 1,480 
3hoe 	....... 	, .,.. 7,140 520 1,880 3,330 240 170 340 650 
Hardware 	................... 15,010 970 3,160 5,740 990 1,270 1,430 1,460 
Lumber & Buildir.g Material ... 20,320 650 2,230 7,470 2,320 2,870 3,24C 1,530 
Furniture 	,..,,,..... 10,780 640 3,240 4,760 150 200 710 1,080 
Appliance & Radio 	........ 7,750 390 2,220 3,770 300 (b) ' 	280 510 
Restaurant 	. ................ ,,. 26,210 1,010 3,670 ' 	11,990 1,81C 1,820 2,500 3,400 
Ccal 	& 	iood 	......,......... 10,450 770 2,300 5,770 690 340 50 530 
Drug... ..... .............. ... 14,460 1,200 2,510 6,290 1,070 840 1,010 1,550 
Jewellery 	(C) 	................ 

Tobacco 	....... .....,....... 
5,190 
7,240 

340 
280 

1,140 
2,240 

1,970 
3,230 

330 
150 

(b) 
190 

350 
360 

830 
780 

All OtFrs 	141,680 9,950 31,170 56,700 5,960 11,480 10,210 16,210 

* Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories and Yukon figures 0  
(b) Not available. 

(c) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior 
to its removal in March, 1949. 



ES'HL'ATED jTAIL 'rRADE 	BY PROVINCES AND hIJDS OF BUSINESS 

AUGUST, 1949 

(in thousands of dollars) 

Kind of Business or Store CANADA* Maritime 
Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta 

British 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES ..,,..... 645,020 1 	47,160 138,970 247,220 40,510 54,840 50,220 66,050 

Grocery & Combination .,....., 104,200 8,890 29,570 41,640 4,840 4,530 5,750 8,970 
370 4,070 4,930 730 760 1,070 1,690 Meat 	......., 	..........13,820 

Country General 	.......,....., 41,00C 4,630 8,510 8,500 3,170 6,850 5,320 4,040 
Department 	. , 57,180 4,360 8,970 20,970 8,340 2,570 3,790 8,180 
Variety 	...... ............ 11,830 1,320 3,480 5,220 300 360 570 580 
Motor Vehicle 	......,....,.., 66,20 4,850 13,120 24,680 4,090 6,810 6,630 6,540 
Garage & Filling Station 43,340 3.640 7,850 17,350 2,900 4,790 2,970 3,830 
Men 9 s Clothing 9,930 670 2,210 4,580 (b) 310 480 1,110 
Family Clothing ............, 10,030 1,010 3,580 3,230 340 51C 490 860 
women's Clothing 	,.........,., 10,060 540 2,080 4,450 430 490 680 1,390 
Shoe 	a 6,460 470 1,740 3,020 200 130 340 560 
Iardware 	. ......... 	 ........ 13,970 940 3,030 4,710 850 1,280 1,730 1,370 
Lunber & Building Material .. 23,690 840 2,290 1C,100 2,290 3,01C 3,730 1,610 
Furniture ., 10,690 590 2,970 4,720 180 220 770 1,150 
Appliance & Radio 7,300 360 2,380 3,190 360 (b) 300 520 

25,340 1,060 3,720 11,380 1,650 1,700 2,360 3,450 Restaurant 	....,....,. ......... 
Coal 	& Wood 	...... ., .... ,.., 13,350 890 2,370 7,840 790 510 70 880 
Drug 	...... . .............. ... 15,120 1,21C 2,410 6,900 1,120 900 1,030 1,540 
Jewellery 	(c) 	.......... ...... 5,750 420 1,230 2,330 360 (b) 380 800 
Tobacco 	....................., 8,080 290 2,200 4,170 160 200 300 770 
All 	Others.................... 147,010 9,690 31,190 53,310 6,850 18,500 11,460 16,010 

* Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories and Yukon figures. 

(i,) Net available. 

(c) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior 
tc its removal in March, 1949. 
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+ 2,7 

+ 7,9 

+ 002 

+10.6 

128 

14,157 

6,366 

5,022 

6,447 

663 

17,727 

8,034 

4,929 

7,351 

786 

+25,2 

+26,2 

- 1 1 9 

+14,0 

*18,6 

+ 5,0 32,655 38,827 •18.9 

• 0,7 20 11 057 23,498 +17,2 

+ 908 4,433 4,314 - 2 0 7 

* 0,9 15,669 18,454 *17.8 

+ 2,4 7,008 7,264 + 3.7 

-17.0 4,812 3,206 33.4 

+22.1 10,852 12,502 +15,2 

+ 2,8 21,647 23,471 + 804 

+35,1 6,268 7,658 22.2 

+ 4,7 9,048 9,171 + 1.4 

42 3,534 4,276 +21,0 

+ 	8,1 13,097 15,870 21,2 

+ 9,9 3,556 3,528 0,8 

*13,2 17,110 19,702 +15 1 1 

ring of AuguBt In the two yers 

DEPART1ENT STORE SALES AND INVENTOR Ii 

August, 1948 and August, 1949 

These figures are estimates of total depar1nt store sales and inventories 
Inventories are at selling value 0  

8 

Do par thent 
SALES 

Aug. 	Aug. 	% Change 
1948 	1949 	1949/48 

INVENTORIES' 
ly 31, Ijuly 31, 
1948 	1949 	194 9/4 8 

TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS 	I 54,016  I 57,180 
1. Women's dresses, coats, 

and 	suits 	.............. 

2. Girls' and infants' wear. 

3. Hosiery and gloves 	...... 

4. Lingerie and corsets 	.... 

50 Millinery .. .... 
6, Women's and children's 

6,118 

1,969 

1,402 

1,901 

506 

6,286 

2,125 

1,405 

2,103 

571 

apparel 	(Totai, i..$) 11,896 12 9 490 
7. Men's and boys' clothing 

and furnishings ........ 4,822 4,857 
80 Drugs, toilet articles 

and preparations 	....... 1,235 1,356 

9, 	Piece 	goods 	............. 4,345 4,385 

10,$mallwares 	.............. 1,658 1,697 

11. Food and kindred products 4,816 3,998 
12, Furniture (including 

mattresses and springs), 4,301 5,251 

13. Home furnishings 	...o... 4,686 4,817 
14. Household appliances and 

electrical 	supplies 	.... 2,284 3,086 
15. Hardware and kitchen 

utensils 	.,.,.......... 2,738 2,868 
16. Radios, musical instru- 

ents and supplies 	..... 857 821 

17. Shoes and other footwear, 3,262 3,527 
18. Stationery, books and  

magazines 	.............. 873 959 
19. All other departments, 

total 	,,. .... ,.,,.,,,.. 6,243 7,068 

* Comparisons are based on inverr'ories at the begi 

Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures0 

+ 5.9 I 169.746 I 191.741 I 413.0 



RETAIL FOOD TRADE 

Chain S+(-) rcs 

Jales of chain grocery and combination stores were 10% higher in 
Aivust, I;49 than in August, 1948. Total sales were estimated to be 
34,065,400 in August this year and 31,119,000 in the same month of 1948. 

Chain Food Store Sales in August, 1948 and 1949 

Estimated Sales 
	

% Change, 
Region 	 August, 1949 

August, 1948 
	

August, 1949 
	

August, 1948 

CANADA ......... 

Maritime Provinces 
Quebec 
Ontario 
Prairie Provinces 
ri.tish Columbia 

31.119.000 

1,258,700 
5,436,000 

16,931,900 
4,153,900 
3,338,500 

34,065,400 

1,300,200 
6,131,800 

18,372,600 
4,669,300 
3,591,500 

* 9.5 

+ 3.3 
+12.5 
+ 8.5 

+ 7.6 

Independent Stores 

An increase of 2% occurred in sales of independent f'ood stores 
in August. Sales were down 2 in the Maritime Provinces. Hig}r sales 
were shown by other provinces for August, 1949 compared with August, 1948. 

Independent Food Store Sales in August, 1948 and 1949 

Estimated Sales 	% Change, 
Region 	 August, 1949 

August, 1948 	August, 1949 	August, 1948 

CANADA ......... 1 	68,816,900 	1 	70,135,400 	I 	* 1.9 

Maritime Provinces 7,730,200 7,591,100 - 1.8 
Quebec 	......... 23,413,300 23,436,700 • 0.1 
Ontario 22,703,700 23,271,300 • 2 1 5 

2,848,200 3,118,800 • 9,5 
Saskatchewan ...,... 3 ,138,200 3,248,000 + 3,5 
Manitoba 	............. 

Alberta 	............ 3,838,100 4,087,600 + 65 
British Columbia ... 5,145,200 5,381,900 4 4,6 
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