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Sales volume in Canada's retall stores was down 3% from
July but, at $645 millions, was 7.5% greater than in August a
year ago. The margin of gain over last year has been atabllized
at between 5% and 8% for the greater part of this year. In the
first eight montha of 1949, sales reached a total of $4,859 mil-
lione, 7% greater than the 1948 totel of $4,536 milliong for the
same period.

Apparel merchants reported a reduction 1in sales volume
from August, 1948, as did Coal and Wocd dealere. Otherwise, the
tradea for which separate estimates are obtained recorded ad-
vances over August of last year, This was a situation which con-
trasted with that in July when many trades reported eales de-
c¢linee compared with the same month of 1948,

Motor vehlicle dealers were again to the fore, when
eales gained 29% over August, 1948, Only two other trades re-
ported sales ga‘ng exceeding the national sverapge. Garagee and
Filling Statione, and Appliance and Radlio Stores experienced 1in-
creages of 13% and 12% respectively.

In the apparel tradeas, decreases were rairly general

for all sections of the country, although there was & notable
exception in the caee of women's wear

stores 1n Sackatchewan which 1in-

creased sales by 20% over August lest

e yeur.

% CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

i B8Y MONTHS The overall provincial pic-
% B st T B Rl R stk ST ture was 1llttle changed 1in August
| from what it hed been 1in the first
geven monthe oI the year. Saskat-~
chewan ané Alberta were the orly pro-
vinces s8howlng merked variation 1n
trend. Saskatchewan hed an !ncrease
of 29% in total retall trade over
Augus! last year, while 1ta gain 1in
the January-to-August period was but
15%. Alberta's increase of 10% in
August was lower than its cumulative
gain of 17% for the elght-month per-
i0d of this year over last.

this bulletin. Ageinst the 6% increase in sales for Augnc%, there
vas a 13% increase 1r the selling value of inventoriee. Stockse

Department store salss and
inventories are compared on Page & of
Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section.



«
August this year, among the largest being those for women's apparel,
men's wear, piess EeOES
footwear .

for a wide rangd Of 'Gommadity ‘grovps were bigher ot the begimming of

1 yeEa 3 vy sl oovare ¥ 3 s A~
y Dirpiture, bouseheid appliancess vadigs ead

An analveie of docd stobe suase on Pege 9 shows thap chein re~

teilers reported a sales increuse of 10% over August, 1948, while inde=
pendent food merchants showed a gain of 2%.

The chart on Page 3 shows sales trends in recent months for
the three tredes handliing a general line of merchandise.

Figures for Newfoundlend, the Yukon, and Northwest Territories
are not included in the published results.,

Price 25 cents
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PERCENTAGE CIIANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

A

By Provinces and Kinds of Businecas

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

August, 1949 Over Augggﬁ, 1948

T T T T S e T e
Kind of Business CANADA Mar., T,
o e DU ANAD okt Que . Ont. | Man. |Sask., {Alta., Ceatrc

%% % % % % % % %
Total, A1l Frades .. ... C O R TR R ) (N

+

B 7, 1413, 9.8 +29L.0 | + 2955, syl

Grocery & Combination ooco| * 463 j= 1,1 |+ 2,5 |+ 5,0 |+ 9,8 |+ 6,1 |+ 8,5 |+ 5,8
Meat © 8 0€CO0O6F Q0L S OB EC e HO MO DD * 507 - 206 * 805 + 607 +2801 - 500 ‘ 7.0 e 301

COuntry Genﬁral ceceeo0o00ceco & O -4.7 - 5,2 = IR B P * 60 and 20

™

+12,6
BT o b e BB A LF 1 #12,3. 8 4.5 |+ 8.3 [+ 6.2 [+ 4.0 820
DR R e b Lt ot 44 o Y B L 6.5 [+ 5.1 (4 9.4 01SMg 2NE) [ #18.8 Y (a)

Motor Vehicle eeiceosscoool #28.5 ) #28.0 (= 0,3 [+35.1 |+43,0 |+62,9 |+25.6 {+49,0
Garage & Filling Station, #1355l "9 5Q T @S 5231 BedF 136 684 BT 1 1 #1656 [Faad
Men's Clothing coocecoscocesf = 508 | = 8.2 J= 7ol '« 5,8 | (b) |= 3.1 [|~15.8 |~ 6,7
Fllmily Clothing eeeeosoves) =2.2 L2259 = 0,8 =21 |« 8,1 [=@\8 | (a) |~1645
Wemen's Clothing ceeeveeso 4,2 |%* 1,9 |=15,8 |+ Q.5 1= 2,3 P+l9;5 = 279 =TS0
BECE 12 s dhae o « 0 Bunn ol o o ot RIBPRE o2 5 15 1,770 160 00 8 (a) o TSt Ea" Y
Hardware .ccccovccocesccns| * 0.9 1# 2.2 1+ 2,0 |+ 2,8 |-11.56 |+ 5.8 I* 6ol |- 9.3
Lumber & Building Material| + 6.2 |+ 5.0 [+ 3,5 1+ 9,1 [+ 8,0 |+ 9.9 !+ 3,0 |~ 7,5
PRI EUDE 1R -<s o4 0k bonpe dod | * Lo hKa) I 8.4 [+ 06 1+1345 T 498 | 15,2 |48 0
ARt iRnce & REG10. J.0% .00 [ #12.0 | #7is4 J#R3.6 j+ 6.0.1% 8. | (B) = 3.2 }=3.7
N a  dh .« o o0 oo o bl - PLIBLE BT [ T LI 20 edN06 % 9,7 1+ 648 |+ 4,5
R B Mo bl .ene] 7SRRI P65 |< 2.0 ) [H19.4 [-1540 | =500, | {a)

Bl el s s o s s anp o] HBEe0 Bl J9e298 49- 3,01+ 8,7 Plly) |# 642 | #2450

IR 6) | 5556450 0cvos] ¥|5u | #10.5 §= 8.9 1+:8,4 M+16.1 | (b) |+411.8-|+ 3.0

Tobacco 0665800080004 0Q0O o 306 +20°S * 5°3 '* 3°2 i 6°7 B 4°8 b 3°4 5] 205

All Others .ccesvocoooscoas +#10,7 {+ 1.6 {* 3.3 |+ 65,1 [+20.8 [+66.,4 |*+15,8 |+ 2.4

(a) Unchanged. (b) Not available. (c) Sales upon which comparisons are based in-
clude the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removel in
March, 1949,




FRRCENTAGE

CHANGES IN RET

AIL TRADE

= Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without #djuvatment for Price Changes)

dan,-aug,, 1949 Over Jan.-Aug., 1948

P Y 8 == ==
NP g B CANADA | pore | Que. | Ont. | Man. [Sask. |Alta. | OT:
e L o % % % % % % %
Total, All Trades .....| * Tol |+ 2,4 |+ 3,9 |+ 6,3 [+13,5 |+15.2 |+16.5 |+ 6.2
Grocery & Combination c... * 6,9 |~ 1.0 |+ 5.6 |+ 7.9 |+%10.,6 |+11.6 |*16.2 {+ 6.3
Moat ..cccocoeosecvecccosns ERE G| > @52 (s 1Mio Sl 6,44 § 2L B | Ta3a] 2l &5 | it ilial
Country General .ececcccoo| * 0.6 )= 2,9 |~ 3.2 |+ 1.6 |+ 4,0 |+ 3.5 |+ 4.7 |+ 6.4
Department oe.cccscecceceo + 8,6 #IBRO | +*6,.20 4 6,6 | €1 G4 EEL2R2 1] IS , TaslEhi el
Variety .cccccccoecscescos #6857 [as 793 eE4.9 |+ 8.0 e 0.4 [ Eu4b] w8, 6 eIl
Motor Vehicle .ccocsccocoo| *18,9 |+ 2,7 |+13,0 [+17,3 |*+43.9 |+30,1 |+28,7 |+23.5
Garage & Filling Station . +10.7 1+ 4.5 |+ 4.8 |+ 7.9 |+18,8 [+26.]1 |+18.7 |+20,1
B's 8o thing . .oohovoeen " 10.9 =21 |~ 248 {= 0.9 [ (b} &+ 7300 §% 6a5 = 2.6
Family Clothing ceecesccea + 1,41+ 0,3 1-2.0+ 4.6 |~-~3.8 |+ 4.8 [+10.,4 |[* 0.9
Women's Clothing .cesecccas + 6,0+ 3.3 |+ 2,3 |+ 6,4 |+26.6 |+23.6 [+11.3 |- 1.6
2 oY R U S STy + 3,314 1.1 |+ 8.4 1% 1.7 |+ 6.9 |*15.5 !+18,0 |=12,9
Herdware .sccecccocseccone * 2,90 = Yebr | #ud 0| #2345 I'= 08 | #:9.6 | #1022 = 70
Lumber & Building Material * 8.2 [+ 6,0m'* Sabr| #1792 | *13:8 1 608 | #1F4 = 850
EREERA B URE Ll 4 000 05b0 0 ofe s - 0,6 ]« 1,1 = &.2 |+ 3.6 1% 1.7 |+ 4.5 1'*10.2 |=13.B
Appliance & Radio ....c.00 * 6.5 "€46.1 1% 6.0 [+ B3 I+ b8 H* ALH9 ¢ 9.3 |+ 0.6
ReEaneant .. 1. .0 heli g o (5.2 =056, 14368 |+ 042"+ 3.6 {47821 |&l5.8 [+ 1.6
Ganit ‘¢, MBed  , b de ot ofaistoro = 9,0 | =17.9 [|-16,0 |= 9.4 |+ 3,1 [=14,0 |+ 3.8 (18,4
REIRE W o cho @ lek 3 @ off 2Ee o)o oloa + 4.1 |* 1.2 |* 2.6 |+ 3.7 |* 6.3 |*12.4 |- 6.5 |* 2.5
Jewellery (€)oc.cocccccose | + 7od |+ 9.2 |- 0,6 |+ 8.2 |+19.2 |#33.1 |+ 6.6 |+ 8.7
TOINEICIRO' 1o o o olnicsso s 00eessino * 2.4 R L0 % kB9 [+ 120 [I=i2ee Bl= Q27 | {#12,.7 = 308
ASRIL SERRNERe S| Lol olonosasbdore: S0 020 o T A8MIEEmB P HialaS > 6,6 rl2 4" Ht25:0 [i220:2 .58
(a) Unchanped. (b) Not available. (c) Sales upon which comparisons are based in=-
clude *he 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior to its removal in

March, 19490,




ESTILATED RETAIL TRADE - BY PROVINCES AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

JULY, 1949

—Theviseds

(in thousands of dollars)

Kind of Business or Store CANADA,.l gi;i:;?:s‘! Quebsec Ontario Manitoba i;:;:; Alberis g;;:iz?a
;.
:
TODAL, ALL: TRADES" & %o 1 561y, '890 48,600 | 152,820 2EESHETO" ~) 42,880 46,830 48R0 | 685%10
Al 1
i ]

Gnoeery &) Coningtion..5i...5 | BANEE 9,370 { 32,660 44,880 £,000 4,200 6,760 g, 200
O A S e ST i ¥ 14,080 410 | 4,120 5,04C €660 760 1,120 1 70
GBEiaery \GENCRAL, . v Mo cis o o o ciareols 41,500 5,040 | 2, GiRE 9,340 3,040 5 1820 5,080 4,090
DEIERSEMOIUT — Guils Sl 5@ ogf s o b 49,890 SR74E g ¥l WP IORG 8,01C 2,490 3,57C Tyl S0
R e EReal.o 'op of-s arens ‘ahagercre ViP il eriy 1| M eT0) 1 3,730 S 350 400 620 610
NEHe T VEHAORel 5 v s 055 870 ¢ 8 ols o o 89,460 5,590 1 23,140 3C,950 7,500 6,67C 7,460 8,160
Garage & Filling Station .....} 44,320 3,7ee- 8,200 . 217,800 2,710 4,620 2, 9 4,060
MRS IR~ 55 5 05 « « 953 o 12!, 180 840 ! 2,590 5,780 650 360 €30 15880
Family Clothing (eesccecaocess 10,950 2,140 3 35820 3,600 390 59C 560 870
MEmens s “CNCBNIE ™, . o «.0.0 0.0 ciain0 il =1(6) 280 -} 2,750 5,200 570 440 TR0 1,480
BHO8 ¢ scoc-as00080000a02900sss 7,140 aaln | ! 1,880 3,830 ! 24C 11770 340 650
HEGANATE =t & Snelale axolo ais eieie 1o aie dfa 15 5 GO 970 3,160 5,74C 990 Iy G, 1,430 1,460
Lumber & Buildirg Material ... 20,320 650 25260 7,470 2,320 2,870 5,24C 1,830
BRUTRERGIIRE ot ot ohaie & %ke 5 ».0 " S%e) o orelh 10,780 640 3,240 4,760 | 150 200 710 1,080
Ml ldnce % Radio Joaeeseeses 7,750 390 2,220 l SdRe -! 300 (v) 280 610
ROGBAMIRENT . o aa-0 e 00 a-2000e vi8 6 o8 01 26,210 15 GO, 3,670 11,29 | 1,81C 1,820 2,50C 3,400
GEENRIROG. v o e d T s b b 2 10,450 ¢ 770 2,300 B AT ’ 69C 340 50 530
I SR T ¥ ake ‘s ofa1a) o[& oo /o) pragoTort 5 14,460 l 1,200 2,510 61,290 | 15870 84C 1,01C 1,660
Jewellery - T e 5., 186 340 1,140 1,970 330 (b) 360 830
(R EMN s ioxe &315Te ofae fe 4.0.01e7s 414 sle 7,24C 280 2,240 3,230 160 190 360 78C
All Others ,..ccesooveassosess | 241 ,68C 9,980 31,170 56,700 5,960 11,480 10,210 16,210

» Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories and Yukon figures.

(b) Not available.

(¢) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior

to its removal in March,

19465,



S~ T - -

AUGUST, 1549

(in thousends of dollars)

eITTTE I I I T T = T == =TT s
¥ind of Business or Store CANADA® g:zz:z::s Quebec Onterio Menitoba S;:::;- Alberta g;iz;;?a
TOTAL, ALL TRADES ...e.....| 645,020 47,160 138,970 247,220 40,510 54,840 50,220 66,050
Grocery & Combination ........| 104,200 8,890 29,570 41,640 4,840 4,530 5,750 8,970
WREHR .« oin'e.s oo golelsls oo as 55 dgns oius | | | I ONE - I 370 4,070 4,930 730 760 1,070 1,890
Country Gensral ....cossaseee-) 41,00C 4,630 8,510 8,500 3,170 6,850 5,320 4,040
Department ...csccscsesnscescol 57,180 4,360 8,970 20,970 8,340 2,570 3,790 8,180
VST P g A R S & 8 <1 1,320 3,480 5,220 300 360 570 580
IR Ve hicla  ...ctotescdianns | 6EPT20 4,850 13,120 24,680 4,090 6,810 6,630 6,540
Garage & Filling Stetion .....| 43,340 3,640 7,850 17,350 2,900 4,790 2,970 3,830
BomLE CUBERANG .« « co0onctrwsenns 9,930 670 2,210 4,580 (v) 310 480 Il 80
Pand e Clothing csoescevsesoss] 10080 1,01C 3,580 gl 340 51C 490 860
Wakien s’ Clothing cvcersnsdoses|— 10,060 540 2,080 4,450 430 490 680 1,390
BRGRT - Us s oo™ onin o v sl yura 6,460 470 1,740 3,020 200 130 340 560
HOFARATR . oot oo socapbpoass ) 18000 940 3,030 4,710 850 1,280 1,730 1jé%e
Lumber & Building Material ...] 23,890 €40 2,290 1€,1C0 2,290 3,01C 3138 1,610
B USSR o decnc.c <« ¢ 0 odiaslbe o o« T LELPE0 €90 2,970 4,720 180 220 770 1,150
Spikinugerd: RRgdo .a.. ¢ Maeies ok 7,300 360 2,380 3,190 360 (bj 300 520
R SRR . Jhop oo 00 avole i aosie ol SO B0 1,080 3,720 11,380 1,650 1,700 2,360 3,450
Opad DF BISRE oop b s bt cneal BRRED 890 2,370 7,840 790 510 70 880
Hedl= CPa . B0, . a0, ] YT, TR 1,210 2,410 6,900 1,090 900 1,030 1,540
Jove 118ry g) voteess s 2y s 5,750 420 1;230 2,330 3€0 (e) 380 800
BRLOREG .o i Lo o+ 6o Sess o a8 8,080 2950 2,200 4,170 160 200 300 770
R 1 Litlee s — .o tmmin 3.0 <0 g i o o247 A0 9,690 31,190 53,310 6,850 18,500 11,460 16,010

* Canade totals do not include Newfoundland, Northwest Territories and Yukon figures,

(b) Net available.

(¢) Sales upon which comparisons are based include the 25% Federal tax levied at consumer level prior
tc its removal in March, 1949.



DEPARTMENT STORE SALES AND INVENTORIES

August, 1948 and August, 1949

These figures are estimates of total department store sales and inventories.
Inventories are at selling value,

W—ﬁ —_— P— e e
SALES INVENTORIES"
Department Aug . Aug. % Change |dJuly 31, |July 31, [® Chunge
1948 1949 1949/48 1948 1949 1949/48
(8000) (QOOO) - {g000) {$000)
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS .. | 54,016 57,180 Ao ) 169,746 191,741 +145/60)
1, Women's dresses, coats,
and SUliBs. i et lE] « o 53 5 6,318 6,286 * 2.7 14,157 17, 787 +252
2. Girls' and infants' wear. 1,969 | 2,125 () 6,366 8,034 +26,2
3. Hosiery and gloves c.seas 1,402 1,405 + @2 51,022 4,929 -~ 1,9
4, Lingerie and corsets .... e o) 2,103 +10.6 6,447 7,38 +14,0
5o Millinery abe0eoDO000O0eD O 506 571 *1298 663 786 *1896
6, Women's and children's
apparel = (Total, 1-5) .| 11,896 12,490 + 5,0 32,655 38,827 | +18,9
7. Men's and boys' clothing
and- PurnlsBINES e ohee oo 4,822 4,857 + 0,7 20,057 23,498 } +17,2
8. Drugs, toilet articles .
and preparations .cocccee 15295 1,356 & 1958 4,433 4,304 | = 2.7
SN ‘Bpical Iohads ..o eiRhakt. . 4,345 4,385 + 0,9 15,669 18,4564 *«17,8
BEEY SERIMIFETOS . o o o's/o sin's seass o] 11,658 1,697 + 2.4 7,008 7,264 * 1t
11. Food and kindred products 4,816 3,998 =17 .0 4,812 3,206 =33 .4
12. Furniture (including
mattresses and springs). 4,301 08,251 +22.1 10,852 B2, 50 3 S.3
18, Homep furnishings ..ecss .o 4,686 4,817 + 2,8 21,647 23,471 + 8.4
14. Household appliances and
electrical supplies .... 2,284 3,086 +36.1 6,268 7:658 +22:2
15. Herdware and kitchen
BRSNS . 575 dlene o @Tow0ld ¢ o o 2ETa8 2,868 + 4,7 9,048 9 i + 1.4
16, Radios, musical instru-~
mnts and supplies LR ] 857 821 . 402 3,534 4.276 *21 .0
17. Shoes and other footwear, 3,262 35§27 e 181, 1L 13 097 15,870 a2 .2
18, Stationery, books and y
magazines cecaccccscenss 873 969 + 9,9 3,556 3,628 = 0,8
19, All other departments,
BOGREE o) ciin foshale oka, 5 a0 48 4.4 6,243 7,068 R340 17,018 19,702 +15,1

* Comparisons are based on inventories at the beginning of August in the two years.

Canada totals do not include Newfoundlend figures.



Chain Storas

Jules of chain grocery and combination stores were 10% higher in
sales were estimated to be

RETAIL FOOD TRADE

August, 1648 than in August, 1948,

$34,065,400 in August this year and $31,119,000 in the same month of 1948,

Total

Chain Food Store Sales in August, 1948 and 1949

Region

—_—

Estimated Sales

Aupgust, 1948

August, 1949

% Change,
August, 1949

Aupust, 1948

CANADA cressvenoce

Maritime Provinces .
QUBISEICH " s ) a)s T 51 ¢ |s |5 o Sl
GENEENTAID! o dhave,efere Slole oo
Frairie Provinces ..
British Columbia ...

$ $
31,119,000 34,065,400 + 9,5
1,258,700 1,300,200 + 3.3
5,436,000 6,131,800 +12.8
16,931,900 18,372,600 + 8.5
4,153,900 4,669,300 +12.4
3,338,500 3,591,500 + 7.6

Independent Stores

An increase of 2% occurred in sales of independent food stores

in August.

Sales were down 2% in the Maritime Provinces.
were shown by other provinces for August, 1949 compared with August, 1948,

Higher sales

Independent Food Store Sales in August, 1948 and 1949

s —— - ———ate
Estimated Sales % Change,
Region August, 1949
August, 1948 August, 1949 August, 1948
$ $
5 117V R P 68,816, 900 70,135,400 + 1,9
Maritime Provinces . 7,730,200 7,591,100 - 1.8
RESHEE o fhiov. W Ll L. 23,413,300 23,436,700 + 0,1
CrFar el s o Jds Jl e 22,703,700 23,271,300 + 2,5
Maindt tolba i, 5. 8 JLL s 2,848,200 35,118,800 + 9.5
Saskatchewan ......o. 3,138,200 3,248,000 + 3.5
ARRts. ... ...l 3,838,100 4,087,600 + 6,5
Britis.sh Columbia ... 5,145,200 5,381,900 + 4,6
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