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Canada's retail trade increased 6% in July 1950 compared with July
1949, The increase in consumer spending has been distributed more evenly
among the various trades in the last three months than was the case in the
earlier part of the year. In the first four months of 1950 increases were
largely confined to the automotive and appliance trades.

The 29% increase in coal end wood dealers' salea was the highest
recorded in July. Sales of motor vehicle dealers were up 27%, an indication
that the pace of consumer demand for new passenger cars remained unslackened,
Appliance and radio dealers reported sales up 18%, continuing the series of
marked gains begun several months ago. Other large gains were those fors
lumber and building material dealers, 18%; department stores, 11%; furniture
stores, 9%; garages and filling stations, 9%; hardware stores, 6%. Six
trades reported aalea declines from July a year ago none of which exceeded 4%,
The apparel group acocounted for three of the six decreases.

With the exception of Saskatchewan, all regions reported gains in
sales volume in July 1950 compared with July 1949, The largest inocreases
were recorded by Manitobe and British Columbia, salea being up 9% in both
provinces, The Maritimes recorded only a minor gain in sales volume (0.3%),
while Saskatchewan results indicated & 5% decline in sales.

Cumulative results for the first seven months showed sales up 5%
compared with the same period a year ago. Results for most provinces showed
little deviation from the national average, though total trade in Saakatchewan
was 2% below 1949 volume, Several trades showed distinctly different reaults
in July than in the seven-months' cumulative comparison. July chenges for
thess, with January-to-July results in brackets, were aa follows: department
atorea +11%(+0.1%); men's clothing stores -1%(-9%); women's clothing stores
-37%(=12%)3 lumber and building material dealers +18%(+2%); hardware stores
+6%(-5%); furniture stores +9%(-0.2%); jewellery storea +2%(-5%).

NOTEs This condensed summary of retail sales in July, 1950, replaces the usual
monthly report on retail trade., Publication of more deteiled information
will be resumed at en early date, following a complete revision of retail

trade estimates.

Prepared in Merchandising and Services Seot:ion.

Year's subacri tf%n, $2.00.
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2 PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

By Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

July 1950 Over July 1949

71
Kind of Business Mar, Bre. CANADA
or Store Prov, | Quae, Onte a Sask., | Alta, iColg
% % % % % % % %

Grocery & Combination cecococoe | # 15| ¢ 4,6 |4 14 |+ 3.6 (= 2.4 |+ 2.8 |+ 4,9 | ¢+ 2,6
Meat ccoocccoccccsscscoscscos | = Ted | # 8.8 |= 140 | «10,6 | =158 | =17.9 |{= 6,1 | ~ 1,8
Country Genersal .ccoccescccce | * 408 = 0.2 |= 2,1 | = 1,3 | ¢ 3.5 [+ 0.4 [+ 1.7 | + 0.7
Departmént ..ccccccoscccoeccoo + 1.3 10,7 |+13.,9 | +12.5 | = 4,0 | + 7.3 |+13,1 | +#10.8
B - sisns s SETodls Sedal Tor2fMe 3.0+ 77 | = 5.7 =108 fu) " P=l8l] ol
Motor Vehicle ccccoscuccsssce | * 98] #16,5 |+31,3 | #40.7 | #11.5 | #30.4 |+47.8 | +26.9
Garages & Filling Station .. | = 6.9 #156,1 |4 B.3 | ¢ 5,56 |+ 1,9 |+ 6.4 |+22.,2 | + 8.5
Men's Clothing ..ccoccoceccocos | =13.1| #13.5 |« 4.6 ¢ 1.6 |=11,1|=1.6 |=112.6 | = 0.8
Family Clothing ccccecocccsco (&) | = 6.6 |+ 1.2 =51 2,7]+8.6[# 8,0 | = 0.7
Women's Clothing ..cccsececes | =15.5| =10.3 | (@) |+ 2,8 |+ 2.3 [~ 7.0 |+ 0.7 | = 3.4
BB o4 coc0csccosntcecdonesse | * 687 #1358 1+ 0.6 = 4,2 | =11.8 | =48.8 | =12.5 | * 2.1
Hardware ccoocococococcoovpsscsco e 1,0 422.2 |+ 5,9 | = 9.1 [ ~11.8 |+ 4.2 |+ 1.4 + 5.8
Lumber & Building Material .. | + 9.2 | #39.9 [+22.2 | +13.8 |+ 2.1 | +16.4 |+11.,8 | +18.2
S R B = 4,7 = 0,6 |+17.,4 | +13.3 | = 5,0 | = 8.5 | +17,6 + 8,5
Appliance & Radio c.ccoecceos | =20.5| +26,6 |415.4 | +33,.3 (b) | =25.0 | +60.8 +18.1
R BAUGAN G HATHET o % b o s chama | * 450 ye=0:8 pe Qb | «=18.8 ji=-6:8 ) Tu) = 8.6 |'= 222
R Wand, .o ctes e s oo | #1810, 9 [+45,2 | = 702 [+1a. 74 (b)Y |[#11.3: ] «29:0
BURRLIEE | 5o o1 3050 0% & o o ohomn dbo o% ofa o = 2,6 ¢+ 2,0 |-~ 2.1 |+ 0,9 |- 3.6 (o) + 2,6 - 0.6
GONENLOrY ceeseseodoctanvenss || & 579 « 148 [+74,.1 | ¢ 30| =787 [ +22.,9 |- 4.8 [s+s2l)
BOEREEA cccccoscscncmossnvece | = TJd| ¢ 1B+ 4.0] - 6,7 (a) |- 2,8 |- 3.8 |.+%}2
T Db haiEa i ol a5, e Enptents 5 = 3.7 = 0.4 |¢# 01| -6,0]=22,0|+ 1.3 |« 1.4 - 2.4
Total, ALl Treges & ww.sul t 008 | 28T de B9 + 9.2 [« 447 |+ BT |+ 9.0 | +16:5

{(a) Unchanged.

(b) Not available.



PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL TRADE

By Provinces end Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

January to July 1950 Over January to July 1949

Kind of Business Mar. Br.
or Store Prov., [Que. |Ont, Man, [Sask. |Alta. [Col CANADA
% % % % % % % %
Grocery & Combination seeees. | # 0.9 [+ 4.5 [+ 5.9 [+ 4.5 |+ 1.8 [+ 6.9 |+ 4.9 |+ 4.8
Hie Difh L SR - T S S = 340 |# 3.5 |# 043 |= BoB | =14e3 [ = 3,9 |= 56,9 [= 1,1
GoUREEY GeNBIRL. o650 siocies o's = 2.7 |[= 2.7 |= 1.9 |= 44,1 |=0,6 |« 2.9 |= 0,9 |= 2.1
Department cccoececcescecsceses [ = 2,0 |+ 1.9 [+ 0,1 [- 0,6 |« 7.0 (¢ 1.8 [+ 1,7 |+ 0.1
Varioty cccccccecccccccccesss | = 208 |= 0s2 |¢ To3 [= 8,7 [= 6.3 |+ 2.4 [«10,1 |+ 2.2
MASR Yehicle sosscoccvcccene +33.9 |+24,.8 | +37.5 |+48,5 | +22.,4 [+26.2 {+47.8 [+33.9
Garages & Filling Station .. | #10.7 [416.,8 | +12.3 |+ 3.1 [+ 4.7 [+ 4,2 [+16.4 [+11.7
MERMS | CHOENINGE '« ¢ s e500 0600000 “14.4 [~ 9.3 [=- 9.5 [~ 4,5 ~10,2 [~ 6.0 |= 8B.6 |- 9.3
BRE R EOERIE. « oo :ccrovrses || = 5.9 |~ 8Be2 |- 6.7 [~-12.9 | 14,6 )~ 6.8/ |- 5.5 4= 6
Women®s Clothing .iu.csei0s00 = 3.2 |=14.9 | =11,7 {~23.3 |- 6,9 |~ 9.9 |- 9.2 [-12.1
BN B, Wil s ol hses oo i (8) |+ 3.5 |- 4,2 [=12,0|~10.4 |+ 4.6 |- 9.7 |~ 2.1
Hardware cccccecssacsoccesens = 5e6 [# 1.1 | = 4,3 [=12.9 | ~16.5 [~ 6,6 |= 7.8 |= 5,0
umber & Building Material .. | ¢+ 0.5 [411.,3 |+ 1.5 P 8.5 |+ 1,0 [+ 4.1 |+ 8.5 |+ 2.4
Fushiture ,ecececeeccsaccsces | = 658 [= 6.7 [+ 5.7 |« 5.7 [= TR |= Tel |- 1.8 |= 0.2
Applimnce & Radio ecessesssss | + 2.3 [+13.0 |#26.2 [= 1,2 (B) |- 3.9 |+11,0 [+#11.5
Restaurant scececececevacnnse + TeT |= 0.2 [ 1.3 |= TeT | = 28 |= 2,5 |= 3.6 |= 0.4
Bt O0N 28T a%-v 00 0 sls o elo.eisis +17.7 |+21.3 [424.1 |+ 2.0 { 425.9 |- 3.9 |+ 3.8 |+19.6
L &% Joia bs wi's olbir oife Koo, v ahe -1.53 |#3.9|=~3.2 [#1,7]|¢1.2|=1.6|=1,6 |-1,0
AP ST o O B R R S S + 0.6 |- 9.0 |=- 6.4 |=10.5 = 6,7 |+26.56 |= 5.9 |- 4,9
T T SR B e - 3.3 |#4.8 44,2 |~3,7|~-4.6[+1,0 [~ 5,0 |+ 2,8
T R R ~ 0.1 [+ 0,5 |+ 0.1 [« 8,7 | ~16,0 |~ 0,8 [~ 1,1 [= 1.6
Totad ;ALY Brades .i.e-q. +4.,6 [+ 4,5 |+ 6,6+ 2,6 =1.9|+ 3.9 [+ 5.1 [+ 4,8

(a) Unchanged.

(b) Not available.
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