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RETAIL TRADE 

JANUARY, 1953 

Canadian retail stores began the new year with an increase 

in sales larger than any experienced since May 1952. January 

sales totalled $813,845,000 or 12.3% above the January 1952 

estimate of $724,917,000. All regions reported increases with 

Manitoba and Alberta showing the largest gains (15.5% and 

15 . 0 %). R etail sales in Quebec and Onta r io rose 9.1% and 

andwere estimatedat $182,569,000 and $324,735,000, 

respectively. 

Ailtrades but one(CoalandWood)reCOrded sales increases 

in January 1953 when compared with January 1952. Appliance 

and Radio dealers and l iirniture stores had the largest gains 

of 33.9% and 30.3%. Other 
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i.mportant inc r e a s e s were 

shownby Shoe stores ( 20 . 8%), 

Motor Vehicle dealers 

(19.2%), and V a r i e t y stores 

( 1 8.6%). 

Prepared in Merchandising and Services Section 



As expected, 18 of the 20 trades shown in this report had 

lower sales in January than in December. Motor Vehicle dealers 

reported a gain of 3.5% with nearly all of the Increase con.cen- 

trated in Ontario ( 17 . 2 %). 

Department store sales amounted to $63,810,000 in Jan-

uary 1953, 15.7% above January 1952 but 53.5% below Decem-

ber. All but one of the 30 departmental break-downs published, 

reported higher sales this year than last. The value of Depart-

ment store inventories as of D e c e m b e r 31, 1952 equalled 

$182,926,000, 0.2 0/6 higher than those held on December 31, 1951. 

In the following table are shown estimates of sales made 

by chain office-and-store appliance dealers. 

Chain Office-and-Store Appliance Dealers' Sales 

January January 	% Chan8e 
Province 1952 1953 	Jan. 1953/1952 

$ 1 000 $'Ooo 
CANADA 4,604 5,362 + 16.5 

Maritime Provinces 167 178 + 	6.6 
Quebec 1,036 1,190 + 14.9 
Ontario 2,278 2,706 + 18.8 
Manitoba 318 346 + 	8.8 
Saskatchewan 120 136 + 13.3 
Alberta 272 360 + 32.4 
British Columbia 413 446 + 	8.0 
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4 	Estimated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

January, 1953 
(in thousands of dollars) 

No. Kind of Business or Store All Stores Chain Independent All Stores 

Canada Maritime 

1 813,845  140 9129 673,716 55,466 

2 Grocery and Combination  ................. 153,841 61,627 92,213 12,517 
3 15,823 603 15,220 356 
4 35,900 1,294 34,606 4,993 
5 Department 	.................................. 63,810 - 63,83.0 3 9 605 
6 11 ,966 10,37]. 1,595 1,115 
7 

Variety  ........................................ 	.. 
Motor 	Vehicle  ............................... 141,296 1,404 139,892 5,648 

8 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. 

41,520 246 41,274 2,982 
9 13,943 1,402 12,461 1,075 

10 

Meat ............................................. 
Country 	General .............................. 

33,407 3 9055 10,353 1,721 
11 14,922 2,953 11,969 997 
12 7,003 

.. 

2,400 4,523 590 
13 

Garage & Filling Station  ................ ... 

12,822 826 11 ,996 692 
14 24,888 4,869 20,019 524 
15 

Men's Clothing ............................... 

14,696 3,290 11,405 1,120 
16 

Family Clothing .............................. 
Women's Clothing ............................ 

Appliance 	& Radio  .......................... 17,736 4,680 13,056 (b) 
17 

Shoe .............................................
Hardware ....................................... 

. 

. 

28,525 2,409 26,116 1,229 
18 

Lumber & Building Material ............... 

Coal 	& 	Wood  ................................. 23,1.36 501 22,935 1,660 
19 

Furniture ....................................... 

flestaurant ..................................... 

Drug  ........................................... 21,063 2 0789 18,274 1 9 539 
20 Jewellery  ..................................... 

.. 

5,365 

.. 

1,982 3,382 301 
21 8,821 

.. 

.. 

1,331 7,490 (b) 
22 

Tobacco ........................................ 
All 	Others  .................................... . 113,062 31,927 111,137 14262 

Manitoba 	 I Saskatchewan 

23 48 ,581 5,672 42,909 44,050 

24 Grocery & Combination  ................... 6,040 2,468 3,572 5,400 
25 Meat 	....................... 	.................. (b) (b) (b) 545 
26 3,179 137 3,042 6,188 
27 9,472 - 9,472 3,399 
28 

TOTAL, 	ALL TRADES ............. 

291 291 - 381 
29 Motor Vehicle  ............................... 8,074 

.. 

N  (a) 7,99]. 
30 

Country General  ........................... ... 

2,156 

.. 

(a) 1,825 
31 

Department......................................
Variety 	......................................... 

Men's 	Clothing  .............................. 670 34 636 772 
32 Family 	Clothing  ............................ 505 (a) (a) 1,155 
33 

Garage & Filling Station ................... 

511 163 347 894 
34 

.. 

48 142 (b) 
35 

Women's Clothing ............................. 

...

189 

... 

765 (a) (a) 907 
36 

Shoe .............................................. 

2,334 425 1,909 2,046 
37 

Hardware ........................................ 

(b)  çb) (b) 
38 

Lumber & Building Material .............. 

(b) b 
~bj  

b) (b) 
39 

Furniture ....................................... 
Appliance 	& Radio........................... 

1,994 114 1,880 1,685 
40 

Restaurant ....................................
Coal 	& 	Wood .................................  1,850 - 12 850 1,486 

41 1,220 (a) (a) 1 0 205 
42 Jewellery .....................................  297 

. 

N (b) 
43 

Drug ............................................ 

(b) 
... 

N  248 
44 

Tobacco ........................................ 
All 	Others  .................................... . 7,400 1,508 5,891 60 239 

(a) Indicates figures withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but are included in the totals. Any slight 
diffefences between the totals and their components are due to the rounding of the figures. 

(b) Not available. 



F stiniated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

Jaxuary, 1953 
'tiousands of dollars) 

Chain Independent All Stores Chain Independent All Stores 	Chain Independent No. 

Provinces Quebec Ontario 

8,706 46 9 760 182,569 28043 154026 324,735 67,793 256,942 1 

2,109 10,407 43,997 12 0614 34382 63,041 34814 28,227 2 
- 356 4,568 - 4,568 5 9 851 509 5,342 3 
178 4,816 6 9 660 255 6,405 6,525 380 6,145 4 

- 3,605 9,990 - 9,990 23,055 - 23,055 5 
989 126 3,609 2 815 795 5,1.23 4,876 547 6 

(a) 25,235 a) 
N  

60,632 675 59957  
(a) N  8,287 (a) 18,452 (a) (a) 8 
(a) (a) 3,229 319 2,910 5,511 962 4,549 9 
369 1,352 3,776 1 1,052 2,725 3,939 717 3,222 10 
82 915 4,004 726 3,278 5,441 1 0 207 4234 11 

(a) (a) 1,744 573 1 9 170 3,324 1,448 1,876 12 
(a) (a) 3,035 446 2,589 4,777 220 4,557 13 
- 524 2,314 174 2 1 140 10,698 1,096 9,601 14 
(a) (a) 4,019 1,499 2,520 6,928 1,320 5,609 15 
(b) (b 2,974 1,02]. 1,952 9,053 1,761 7,293 16 
(a) (a, 5,697 664 5,033 10,974 990 9 1,984 17 
- 1,660 6,713 - 6,733 10 0 662 501 10,161 18 
132 19407 49 654 378 4,276 8 1834 4383 79451 19 
102 199 12 219 394 825 2 039 

b) 
819 

(a) 
1 220 

a) 

20 
21 (a) (a) 1 0 801 394 1,408 

_3 2 714 7,548 351044 5,012 30,032 54,181 13,485 40,697 22 

Saskatchewan Alberta fluitlsh CoLunthla 

6,578 37002 23 66,792 9096 57,196 91,626 13,246 - 78,380 

1 509 3 891 8 0 679 3059 5 620 34,167 5 053 9 114 24 
25 (a5  ~ la 1,223 (a) a) 2,826 a) (a) 
26 

a 5,072 (a) (a) 3,284 219 3,065 
27 

- 3,399 5,123 - 5 9 123 9,166 93,166 
28 

381 - 381 516 64 566 513 5,4 
29 

(a) (a) 10,148 (a) (a) 23,568 (a) (a) 
30 

- 1 825 39894 - 3 1,894 3,925 (a) (a) 
31 

(a) a) 1,1,82 85 1,397 1,205 43 1 162 32 
(a) (a) 837 392 444 1,475 (a) a) 
155 739 1,327 195 1,133 1,749 426 1,324 

(a) (a) 399 133 266 592 140 452 
- 907 1 0,528 (a) (a) 1,118 - 1,118 

1 367 679 4,903 1,579 3,324 2,069 227 
(a) 

1 842  
(a) 

' ' b) (i,) 973. - 971 1, 1 11 
(b) (b) (b) (b) (b) 1,075 338 737 
(a) (a) 2 539 78 

(b) 
2,461 

(b) 
4,407 

9'71 
498 3,909 40 - 1,486 b) - 41 

(a) (a) 19 512 216 1 3,296 2 2 099 543 1,556 
(a) (a) 502 234 288 765 239 526 

(a) (a) (b) (a) (a) 724 178 546 
624 14172 2,481 11 1691 14,764 4,111 101652 



Estiniated Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

January, 1953 

(In thousands of dollars) 

KIND OF BUSINESS CR STORE CANADA* Maritime Quebec Ontario Manitoba Saskat~ Alberta  British 

813,845 55,466 182,569 3249 735 48,58]. 44,080 66,792 91,626 

Grocery & Combination  .................... 153,84]. 12,517 43,997 63,041 6,040 5,400 8,679 3.4,167 
Meat  ............................................ 15,823 356 4,568 5,851 (b) 545 1,223 21 826 
Country General  ............................. 35,900 4,993 6 9 660 6,525 3,179 6,188  5,072 3,284 

63,810 3,605 9,990 23,055 9,472 3,399 5,123 9,166 
11,966 1,115 3 9 609 5,423 29]. 381 581 566 

Motor Vehicle  ................................ 141,296 5,648 25,235 60,632 8,074 7,991 10,148 23,568 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. 

Garage&FillingStation  .................. 41,520 2 0 982 8 2 287 3.8,452 2,156 1 9 825 3,894 3,925 
13,943 1,075 3,229 5,511 670 772 1,402 1,205 

Department .................................... 

Family Clothing  ............................. 13,I0'7 1 9 721 3,776 3,939 505 1,155 837 1 9 475 

Variety ......................................... 

Women's Clothing  ........................... 14,922 997 44004 5,44]. 513. 894 1,327 1,749 

Men's Clothing ............................... 

Shoe  ............................................ 7,003 590 1,744 3,324 3.89 (b) 399 592 
12,822 692 3,035 4,777 765 907 1,528 1,118 Hardware .......................................

Lumber & Building Material  .............. 24,888 524 2,314 10,698 2,334 2,046 4,903 2 1 069 
Furniture  ...................................... 14,696 1,120 4,019 6 1928 (b) (b) 97]. 1,3.11 
Appliance & Radio ........................ 

. 

.

.

. 

.

.

.

.

.

.17,736 (b) 2,974 9 1 053 (b) (b) (b) 1 9 075 
Restaurant 	.................................... 28,525 1,229 5,697 10,974 1 9 994 1,685 2039 4,407 
Coal & Wood .................................. 23,436 1,660 6,713 10,662 1 0850 1,486 (b) 971 
Drug ............................................ 21,063 1,539 4,654 8 1 834 1,220 1,205 1,512 2,099 

5,365 301 1,219 2 9 039 29'7 (b) 502 765 
8,821 

. 

(b) 1,801 (b) (b) 248 (b) 724 
Jewellery ......................................
Tobacco........................................
All Others ..................................... 143,062 11,262 35,044 54181 7 9 400 6,239 149172 349,764 

• Canada totals do not include Newfoundland, North West Territories and Yukon figures. 

(b) Not available. 



Percentage Changes in Retati Trade- By Provinces and Kinds of Business 	 7 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

January 1953 Over JRnmrLry  1952 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta Cia 

% 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .......... + 12.3 + 12.3 + 	9.1 + 13.2 + 15.5 + 13.4 + 15.0 + 11.2 

Grocery & Combination ............. + 	9.5 + 12.1 + 	5.8 + 11.7 + 10.2 + 	3 03 + 15.2 + 	892 

Meat .................................................... + 	097 + 	5.6 - 	7.7 + 	7.9 (b) + 	3.0 - 	2.3 + 	3.2 

+ 	0.9 + 	0.9 - 10.6 + 	1.2 - 	3.4 + 12.4 + 	5.0 + 	6.2 

+ 15.7 + 11.0 + 11.6 + 17.2 + 18.6 + 17.8 + 24.1 + 10.6 

Vanety .............................................. + 18.6 + 27.3 + 3.7.3 + 16.3 + 18.8 + 29.2 + 26.3 + 19.7 

Country 	General 	........................... 

Department 	..................................... 

Motor 	Vehicle ................................ + 19.2 

. 

+ 18.0 + 18.9 + 20.2 + 23.5 + 30.4 + 	1.3. + 21.6 

+ 10.9 + 	7.4 + 33.7 + 	6.3 + 3.4.7 + 3.6.9 + 25.3 + 3.3.8 Garage & Filling Station .........

Men's 	Clothing .............................. + 	6.5 + 	2.2 + 11.3 + 	1.5 + 19.6 + 28.9 + 	5.9 + 	5 0 1 

Family Clothing 	........................... 

. 

.

.

.

.+ 15.5 + 20.3 + 1502 + 	604 + 11.0 + 2699 + 36.8 + 20.5 

Women's Clothing ........................ + 	7.5 + 	7.4 + 	2.0 + 	4.1 + 22.2 + 25.9 + 15.1 + 15.0 

Shoe .................................................... .+ 20.8 + 19.4 + 1603 i 2506 + 	902 (b) + 17.7 + 33.2 

Hardware 	......................................... + 139 + 25.6 + 	6.7 + 3.0.4 + 	8.8 + 38.7 + 308 + 11.0 

Lumber & Building Material.... + 12.7 + 37.5 - 	2.5 + 	8.3 + 15.4 + 	499 + 29.4 + 23.3 

Furniture .......................................... + 30.3 + 10.9 + 29.2 + 38.3 (b) (b) + 31.6 .. 	8.1 

+ 33.9 

. 

(b) + 28.9 + 36.0 (b) (b) (b) • 	4.0 Appliance and Radio................... 

+ 	2.6 + 	9.]. - 	0.4 + 	1.0 + 	3.3 + 19.4 + 	5.7 + 	1.3 

6.]. + 	9.6 - 10.0 - 	8.5 + 15.3 + 	5.5 (b) 20.0 

Restaurant 	....................................... 

+ 	8.5 

. 

• 	8.2 + 	7.1 + 	8.5 + 12.4 + 	3.5 + 12.7 + 	9.6 

Coal 	& Wood ................................... 

Drug ..................................................... 

+ 3.4.2 - 	1.6 + 	6.]. + 16.3 i 21.7 (b) + 	6.4 + 36.4 Jewellery 	......................................... 

+ 23.3 (b) + 	2.8 (b) (b) + 10.7 (b) - 	4.4 Tobacco.............................................

All 	Others ........................................ .+ 13.9 H 12.0 + 16.4 + 14.8 + 21.2 - 	2.2 + 20.0 + 	5.9 

(b) Not available 



8 	 Percentage Changes in Retail Trade- By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

January 1953 Over December 1952 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR SRE CANADA Maritime 
Provinces Quebec Ontario 1Manitoba Mberta Cca 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .......... - 27.4 - 34.6 - 28.7 - 25.8 - 29.1 - 3]..]. - 23.8 - 25.0 

Grocery & Combination............... - 	7.8 - 11.1 - 11.4 - 	3.4 - 	9.6 - 	8.2 11.3 8.3 

Meat .................................................... - 3.3.9 

.. 

(b) - 12.7 - 	7.4 (b) - 29.5 - 14.2 - 14.2 

31.0 

.. 

- 3.9.9 - 42.6 - 23.9 - 27.4 - 35.7 - 31.7 22.0 

Department 	.................................... - 53.5 - 63.3 - 54.6 - 54.5 - 50.7 - 52.9 - 47.7 50.6 

Country General 	............................ 

- 67.6 

.. 

- 74.5 - 63.1 - 67.7 - 69.8 - 68.5 - 70.4 70.3 

+ 	3.5 - 2101 - 	105 + 17.2 - 	0.7 - 15.4 - 22.8 + 10.5 

Variety................................................

Motor Vehicle ..................................

Garage & Filling Station ........ - 	2.8 - 	0.4 - 10.6 + 	393 + 13.7 - 31.3. + 	4.9 - 	9.1 

57.0 

.. 

- 57.9 - 41.4 - 66.4 - 46.7 - 39.0 - 52.1 49.3 

Family Clothing 	.......................... ..- 49.4 - 54.4 - 51.8 - 52.]. - 46.6 44.9 - 36.9 - 36.3 

Men's 	Clothing................................. 

Women's 	Clothing......................... - 43.9 - 52.1 - 41.0 - 48.2 - 42.9 - 21.7 37.4 - 43.2 

Shoe .................................................... - 51.7 - 54.1 - 63.3 - 48.4 - 38.2 (b) - 24.3 - 33.6 

- 45.7 

.. 

- 50.1 - 40.5 - 37.9 - 53.]. - 53.8 - 53.2 - 56.4 

Lumber & Building Material.... - 33.0 - 17.6 - 30.8 - 13.3 - 19.2 - 29.1 (b) 19.1 

Hardware 	.......................................... 

Furniture .......................................... 	.. - 3404 - 55.8 - 39.7 - 24.4 (b) (b) - 25.3 - 39.]. 

Appliance and Radio .................. - 17.5 (b) - 25.4 - 21.2 (b) (b) (b) - 28.5 

Restaurant 	...................................... - 	8.4 - 	4.8 - 18.5 - 	294 - 11.4 - 	8.9 - 19.7 + 	1.1 

. 

.. 

12.1 + 10.0 + 	5.7 + 15.5 + 28.6 + 46.3 (b) - 24.3 Coal 	& 	Wood ...................................+ 

Drug .................................................... - 25.3 - 26.0 17.1 - 28.3 - 25.2 - 23.0 - 31.7 - 2498 

Jewellery 	.......................................... 

. 

73.8 (b) - 76.0 - 72.5 (b) (b) - 71.8 - 70.6 

Tobacco ............................................ - 33.7 (b) - 30.0 (b) (b) - 36.6 (b) - 19.2 

All 	Others......................................... - 35.1 1  

. 

- 34.6 - 33.1 - 39.4 - 32.1 - 40.9 - 10.1- 387 
(b) Not available 



Depiment Stose Sales and Stocks 	 9 

January 1952 and January 1953 

These flgures are estimates of total department store sales and stocks. 
Stocks are at selithg value. 

SALES STOCKS* 

IJeparinient 
Jan. Jan. Change Dec. 31 Dec. 31 Change 

1952 1953 1953/52 1951 1952 1952/51 
1000 000 % $'OOO $'OOO 

TOTAL. ALL DEPARTMENTS ........... 55,159 63,810 + 15.7 182,562 182,926 + 	0.2 

1. Vomen's and Misses' Dresses ............. 1,579 1,718 + 	8.8 3 1 011 3,201 6.3 
2. Women's and Misses' 	Coats and Suits 1,123 1,325 + 18.0 2,554 2,688 4 	5.2 
3. Women's and Misses' Sportswear ......... 1,267 1,436 + 13.3 3,304 3,841 + 16.3 
4. Furs 	. ........................................... 1,372 1,823 + 32.9 3,825 4,051 4 	5.9 

. 

. 

1,835 2,034 + 10.8 6,465 6,754 + 	4.5 5. Girls' and Infants' Wear .................... 
& 	Lingerie and Corsets 	....................... 2,351 2,617 + 11.3 5,691 6,801 19.5 
7. Aprons, Housedresses and Uniforms 435 471 + 	8.3 703 761 + 	8.3 
8. 	Millinery .......................................337 412 + 22.3 695 654 - 	5.9 
9. Hosiery and Apparel Accessories 1,859 2,103 + 13.1 6,017 6,058 + 	0.7 

10. Women's, Misses' and Children's Shoes 1,697 1,953 15.1 10,064 10,176 4 	1.1 

Ladies' Apparel and Accessories. 
Total 	i 	- 	10 	................................ 13,855 1 	15,892 1 + 14.7 1 	42,329 44,985 

1,964 2,112 + 	7.8 7,373 6,428 - 12.8 
12. Men's Furnishings 	.......................... 2,152 2,416 4  12.3 8,538 8,130 - 	4.8 
13. Boys' Clothing and Furnishings ......... 1,292 1,293 + 	0.1 5,036 4,998 - 	0.8 

757 870 + 114.9 3,829 3,996 + 	44 

11. 	Men's Clothing ................................. 

5,106 4,812 - 	5.8 4,149 3,365 - 18.9 
16. Toiletries, Cosmetics and Drugs 

.. 

1,673 1,899 + 	13.5 4,376 4,851 + 10.9 

14. Men's and Boys' Shoes ...................... 

17. Photographic Equipment and Supplies 159 201 + 26.4 777 789 + 	1.5 
18. 	Piece Goods .................................. 2,359 2,414 + 	2.3 7,763 7,927 + 	2.1 
19. 	Linens and Domestics ..................... 3,753 4,040 * 	7.6 7,640 8,112 + 	6.2 

1,675 

... 

1,762 + 	5.2 5,396 5,543 + 	2.7 20. 	Smaliwares 	...................................... 

.. 

663 771 + 16.3 6,903 6,930 + 	0.4 
22. 	Home Furnisngs ........................... hi 3,099 3,974 4 28.2 19,154 17,235 10.0 

15. Food and Kindred Products.................. 

23. 	Furniture .......................................... 3,736 4,853 + 29.9 12,602 11,975 - 	5.0 
24. 	MajorAppliances ............................ 1,803 3,069 70.2 7,354 7,780 + 	5.8 
25. Radio and Music .......... .................. 

.. 

1,053 1,564 + 48.5 4,131 4,014 - 	2.8 

21. China and Glassware 	........................ 

26. Hardware and Housewares ................ 2,261 

.. 

3,382 + 18.2 11,495 11,736 2.1 

.. 

916 

.. 

1,061 + 15.8 7,041 6,768 - 	3.9 
28. SportingGoods and Luggage .............. 

.. 

961 

.. 

1,224 + 27.4 6,557 6 1 619 0.9 
27. 	Jewellery ........................................ 

29. Stationery, Books and Magazines 940 
.. 

1,145 + 21.8 3,079 3,31" 4 	7.7 
30. All OtherDepartments........................ 4,382 5,050 + 15.2 7,040 7,428 + 	5.5 

Not& Canada totals do not include Newfoundland figures. 

1952 sales and stocks have been revised. 
6505-501 
9-3-53 
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