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RETAIL TRADE 

Canada's retail trade during January totalled $805,838,000, a decline of 4.0% 
from a year earlier. Although lower sales were experienced right across the country, 
the extent of the drop varied from 0.8% in Ontario to 10.2% in Alberta. In the Atlantic 
Provinces, sales fell by 5.1%, Quebec, 3.1%; Manitoba, 6.6%;  Saskatchewan, 7.6% and 
British Columbia, 9.0%. 

Only 5 of the 20 trades for which estimates are made reported higher sales 
during January. Grocery and combination stores' and meat stores' sales were up 2.2% 
and 2.4% respectively, garages and filling stations had an increase of 5.4%, while fuel 
dealers' volume was up 15.3%, reflecting weather conditions during the month. The 
fifth increase was the only one reported by any of the durable goods trades. Appliance 
and radio dealers' sales were up 3.5% over January 1953. It is probably significant 
that all of this increase occurred in Ontario, where a television boom has been in pro-
gress for some months. 

TOTAL RETAIL TRADE IN CANADA 
••!LL,ON 	 0 DOt.uA 5 

...-k / Y/Z/ 

The most pronounced declines were those 
of motor vehicle dealers, (17.3%) and furni- 
ture stores (13.6%). Significant drops were 
also indicated by family clothing stores, 8.2%; 
and jewellery stores and lumber and building 
material dealers, both 7.8%. 

Department store sales during January 
i 	o totalled $62,897,000, a decline of 4.5% from 

- the volume of a year earlier. Merchandise 
inventory held by these stores at December 31, 1953 had a selling value of $205,283,000 
an increase of 10.3% over the value at December 31, 1952. 

Percentage Changes in Selected Retail Trades 

January 1954 over January 1953 

Chains and Independents 
Canada 

All Stores 	Chains Independents 

Grocery and Combination + 	2.2 	+ 	9.5 - 	2.1 
Family Clothing 	............... .......... - 	8.2 	- 	2.2 - 	9.4 
Women's Clothing ....................... - 	6.8 	+ 	0.7 - 	8.8 
Shoe 	......................................... - 	5.2 	- 	6.6 - 	4.5 
Lumber and Building Material - 	7.8 	- 	5.5 - 	8.4 
Furniture 	................................. - 	13.6 	- 	29.0 - 	8.6 
Appliance and Radio ......... ........... + 	3.5 	- 	9.8 + 	6.4 
Restaurant 	................................. - 	5.5 	- 	7.7 - 	5.3 
Drug ........................... ............. - 	2.7 	- 	1.0 - 	3.0 
Jewellery 	.................................. - 	7.8 	- 	7.3 - 	8.0 
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4 	 Estimated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

January 1954 

(in thousands of dollars) 

No. Kind of Business or Store All Stores Chain Independent All Stores 

Canada Atlantic 

1 805,838 152,321 653,517 66,403 

2 Grocery and Combination ................. 174,591 69,320 105,272 16,771 
3 656 13,319 (b) 
4 General ............................................................... 35,649 2,385 33,264 7,459 
5 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. 

Department 	. ................................ - 62,897 4,207 
6 

Meat' 	.......................................... 13,975 

Variety ........................................ 

. 

9,939 1,888 1,002 
7 Motor Vehicle ............................... 

.62,897 

1,181 115,006 8,036 
8 

11.6,186 
.11,827 

39,346 290 39,056 3,224 
9 

Garage & Filling Station ................ .. 
Men's 	Clothing .............................. 13,651 1,588 12,063 843 

10 12,867 2,316 10,552 1,738 
11 

Family 	Clothing .............................. 
ni \oen's 	Clothing ........................... 13,308 3,054 10,253 676 

12 Shoe ............................................. 6,940 2,297 4,643 460 
13 14,074 849 13,227 756 
14 20,934 4,512 1,422 620 
15 

Hardware ....................................... 

11,064 2,241 8,823 (b) 
16 

Lumber & Building Material .............. 

ppliance 	& Nadic, ......................... 23,151 3,542 19,609 (b) 
17 

Furniture ...................................... 
. 

31,069 2,182 28,887 1,503 
18 

Restaurant .................................... 

Fuel 	...................................................... 29,427 537 28,890 1,685 
19 Drug ............................................ 22,019 2,795 19 0 224 1,403 
20 Jewellery ..................................... 6,529 1,911 4,618 329 
21 Tobacç ......................................7,448 1,180 6,269 (b) 
22 All 	Others .................................... 138,886. 39,547 99,335 13,390 

Manitoba 

. 

Saskatchewan 

23 45,303 6,106 39,197 42,877 

24 

TOTAL, 	ALL TRADES ............. 

Grocery & Combination ................... 2,715 4,853 6,482 
25 - 401 575 
26 

Meat 	.......................................... 401 
General ................................................................. 

.7.,568 

3,178 225 2,953 4,635 
27 Department ................................... 6,196 - 6,196 3,666 
28 286 

. 

273 13 408 
29 8,628 

. 

(a) (a) 8,732 
30 

Variety 	......................................... 
Motor Vehicle ................................ 

1,688 (a) (a) 1,423 
31 Men's 	Clothing .............................. 476 42 434 716 
32 592 (a) (a) 607 
33 368 

.. 

110 258 613 
34 

Family Clothing .............................. 

212 43 169 (b) 
35 

%\omen's Clothing ............................ 

667 (a) (a) 1,412 
36 

Garage & Filling Station .................. 

Shoe .............................................

Lumber & Building Material 2,692 540 2,152 2,243 
37 

Hardware ...................................... 

(b) (b) (b) 
38 Appliance 	& Radio ......................... 

. 

,566 
(b) (b) (b) 

39 

Furniture ...................................... (b) 

Restaurant ................................... 104 1,462 2,181 
40 

.(h) 

1,232 - 1,232 990 
41 1,286 

. 

(a) (a) 1,256 
42 

Fuel 	..................................................................... 

(a) (a) (b) 
43 

Drug ............................................
Jewellery......................................(b) 

(a) (a) (b) 
44 

Tobacco .......................................(b) 
UI 	Others .................................... 6 .,091 1,561 4,530 5,845 

Indicates figures withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but are included in the totals. Any slight 
cliffeè1ites between the totals and their components are due to the rounding of the figures. 

Not available 



Estimated Retail Trade - Chain and independent - By Provinces and kinds of Business 

January 1954 
(in thousands of do11ars 

Chain Independent All Stores Chain Independent All Stores 	j Ciain Iixlep.ndei* No. 

Provimes Quebec Oari. 

10,706 55,699 1713,744 30,949 147,795 332,929 74,557 258,372 1 

2,646 14,125 48,504 14,981 33,523 70,034 38,702 31,332 2 
(b) (b) 3,569 - 3,569 b,014 512 5,502 3 

409 7,050 5,6133 476 5,207 b,478 456 6,022 4 
- 4,207 U,025 - 11,025 20,995 - 20,995 5 
891 111 3,357 2,654 703 5,498 4,&27 671 6 

(a) (a) 17,191 (a) (a) 51,106 485 50,b22 7 
(a) (a) 7,642 (a) (a) 17,526 (a) (a) 8 
(a) (a) 3,666 235 3,431 5,746 1,096 4,650 9 

249 1,429 4,338 ',108 3,230 3,920 714 3,206 10 
98 5713 2,939 719 2,219 6 2 228 1,425 4,802 11 

(a (a 1  1,739 594 1,145 3,245 1,257 1,988 12 
(a ) (a) 2,721 426 2,235 5,5513 217 5,341 13 
- 620 2,493 (a) (a )  8,579 1,061 7,518 14 

(a (a) 3,227 1363 2,364 5,292 1,006 4,286 15 
(bj (b) (b) (b) (b) 14,395 1,401 12,994 16 
(a) (a) 7,606 624 6,720 12,444 901 11,543 17 
- 1,685 9 1626 - 9,626 13,646 537 13,109 18 

131 1,272 4,710 3133 4,327  9,596 1,367 2,229 19 
79 250 1 2 202 391 811 3,153 957 2,296 20 

(a) (a) 1,792 349 1,443 4,736 (a) (a) 21 
5,2 6,298 32,901 5,1364 27,036 58,740 17,191 41,549 22 

Aibia fltltIsb Columbia 

5,888 36,989 59,841 9,492 50,349 79,746 14,630 65,116 23 

1,694 4,788 9,545 3,237 6,309 15,613€ 5,345 10,343 24 
(a) (a) 1,120 (a) (a) 1,767 (a) (a) 25 
(a) (a) 4,288 (a) (a) 3,928 (a) (a) 26 
- 3,666 6,842 - 6 0 942 9,9t6 - 9,966 27 
337 71 610 477 134 o66 481 185 28 

(a) (a) 9 1962 (a) (a) 12,531 (a) (a) 29 
- 1,423 4,272 - 4,272 3,572 (a) (a) 30 

(aj (a) 1,117 104 1,014 1,087 (a) (a) 31 

(a) (a) 817 (a) (a) 856 (a) (a) 32 
125 488 1386 203 684 1,599 374 1,225 33 

(a) (a) 352 102 250 771 157 614 34 
- 1,412 1,752 (a) (a) 1,202 (a) (a) 35 

1,362 281 2,536 1,242 1,286 1,773 (a) (a) 36 
(b) (b) 683 - 6133 640 (a) (a) 37 
(b) (b) (b) (b) (b) 1,790 332 1,458 38 
(a) (a) 2,302 63 2,245 3,663 632 3,231 3 
- 990 (b) (b) (b) 2,171 - 2,171 40 

(a) (a) 1,576 2 52 1,324 2,192 533 1,660 41 
(a) (a) (b) (b) (b) 7134 227 557 44 

(a) (a) (b) (a) (a) 404 (a )  (a) 4 
1,595 4,250 9,230 2,890 6,339 1 	12 3 690 1 	5,353 1 	7,337 44 



6 	Percentage changes In Retail Trade- By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

January 1954 Over January 1953 

KIND OF BUSJNS OR STORE CANADA Atlantic Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta ca 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .......... 4.0 - 	5.1 • 	3.1 - 	0.8 - 	6.6 - 	7.6 - 10.2 - 	9.0 

Grocery & Combination.............. 

.- 

+ 	2.2 - 	2.8 2.7 + 	4.7 - 	2.3 + 	7.7 - 	0.8 - 	2.0 

Meat .................................................... + 	2.4 (b) 7.8 + 	3.2 + 	8.7 + 12.3 + 	0.9 7.0 

General .................... . ....................... 	. 

. 

- 	2.7 - 	4.7 4.0 - 	3.3 + 	0.8 - 	2.5 - 	2.0 0.5 

- 	4.5 - 	8.2 2.8 2.5 - 	7.0 6.3 - 	3.4 7.0 Department 	..................................... 

Variety .............................................. 5.0 -11.2 . 	5.9 - 	1.9 6.8 -10.3 - 	9.1 - 	6.9 

Motor Vehicle................................ - 	.3 17 

... 

- 13.6 22.6 - 11.0 - 14.5 - 24.1 - 21.1 27.4 

5.4 

. 

+ 	4.9 8.9 + 	5.2 + 	9.1 9.8 + 	5.3 3.2 

Men's 	Clothing .............................. - 	5.1 - 	6.7 . 10.5 - 	1.3 - 	4.0 . 	4.1 - 	6.8 . 	3.0 

Garage& Filling Station ......... 

Family 	Clothing 	........................... - 	8.2 12.1 . 	5.8 - 	8.0 - 	4.1 19.6 - 	5.5 8.3 

- 	6.8 

. 

+ 	3.5 6.0 - 	1.2 - 16.0 19.1 19.3 15.9 Women's Clothing......................... 

Shoe .................................................... .- 	5.2 - 	7.1 . 	5.1 4.8 - 	2.3 (b) - 	5.6 3.6 

Hardware 	........................................ 3.5 - 	9.1 7.8 + 	2.9 - 12.2 - 	7.4 - 	5.0 . 	4.9 

Lumber & Building Material.... - 	7.8 - 33.7 . 22.6 + 	0.2 + 	7.9 - 	5.4 - 18.4 . 12.5 

Furniture .......................................... - 13.6 (b) 16.8 - 14.0 (b) (b) -24.9 -10.0 

Appliance and Radio .................. + 	3.5 (b) (b) + 17.2 (1,) (b) (b) .19.2 

- 	5.5 - 	6.0 8.0 - 	0.5 - 15.1 1.4 - 16.3 . 7.6 Flestaurant 	....................................... 

Fuel 	...................................................15.3 

. 

. 

-10.1 21.6 + 15.5 + 	4.1 21.6 (b) 18.8 

Drug .................................................... - 	2.7 - 	6.5 - 	2.5 - 	1.0 - 	5.4 2.0 - 	6.4 . 	6.2 

Jewellery 	......................................... 7.8 

. 

- 	6.3 -19.8 - 	0.4 (b) (b) (b) 7.2 

Tobacco ............................................ - 	5.4 (b + 3.3 - 	7.4 (b) (b) (b) . 	8.2 

All 	Others ........................................  .- 	3.8 

. 

- 	0.6 - 0.8 - 	3.0 - 10.7 - 	5.2 - 15.8 - 	3.6 
(b) Not available 



Percentage Changes in Retail Trade- 3y Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

January 1956 Over Decnber 1953 

KIND OF BUN 	OR S1DRE CANADA iebec tario Manitoba A1bta Columbia 

S S S % 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES.......... - 31.1 - 34.4 - 32.9 - 28.2 - 28.0 - 35.9 - 33.9 - 	32.5 

-  12.3 - 12.4 - 14.7 - 	9.1 - 14.3 - 20.3 - 17.0 - 	11.2 Grocery & Combination........ ...... 

Meat................................_._.._-...... - 18.4 (b) - 17.5 - 1.3.7 - 19.6 - 21.3 - 27.1 - 	24.9 

General................. ................----- - 30.9 - 22.2 - 36.9 - 29.6 - 35.1 - 36.3 - 32.7 - 	25.2 

- 55.8 - 64.2 - 57.9 - 56.6 - 50.2 - 55.0 - 48.5 - 	54.7 

Variety...................- ......................... - 70.3 - 7'?.? - 65.9 - 69.7 - 73.5 - 72.8 - 74.0 - 	73.1 

Department 	.......-...............-.-.- ...... 

Motor Vehicle...........-.. ......_.... - 10.5 - 19.6 - 26.4 + 	6.7 + 	1.2 - 26.3 - 25.5 - 	15,6 

Garage & Filling Station ....... - 	5.0 - 	4.8 - 11.0 - 	2.0 + 	6.0 - 27.5 + 	8.5 - 	12.2 

Mens Clothing... 	..............-....-... - 56.6 - 55.7 - 46.5 - 63.7 - 45.7 - 45.9 - 55 - 	50.5 

Family Clothing ..... - 51.9 - 60.1 - 50.2 - 53.1 - 47.0 - 45.1 - 50.4 - 	39.8 

- 51.3 - 56.2 55.9 - 47.2 - 48.5 - 36.7 - 62.8 - 	51.0 Women's Clothing ............. ............ 

Shoe........... ...................... ................... - 53.1 - 57.4 - 61.4 - 51.8 - 37.3 (b) - 34.5 - 	37.5 

- 46.4 - 54.3 - 44.4 - 37.1 - 59.]. 6.4 - 46.1 - 	56.3 Hardware 	................... ...................... 

Lumber & Building Material.... - 34.0 - 36.9 37.3 - 38.6 - 18.4 30.7 - 33.9 - 	26.9 

-  41.2 (b) 51.9 - 31.7 (b) (b) - 35 , 9 - 	45.7 Furniture........................................... 

-  26.8 (b) (b) - 16.3 (b) (b) (b) - 	44.3 Appliance and Radio ................... 

Restaurant 	....................................... - 12.9 - 11.9 -23.7 - 	3.0 - 17.8 . 17.3 - 22.7 - 	6.6 

Fuel 	..................... ................................ 22.1 + 	4.0 4 39.0 13.4 + 25.2 38.7 (b) + 	22.5 

Drug ..................................................... -  29.4 - 32.8 ...20.5 - 30.0 - 30.8 - 34.8 - 36.9 - 	31.2 

Jewellery 	......................................... - 74.3 (b) 76.6 - 71.3 (b) (b) (b) - 	74.1 

-  24.8 (b) -28.1 - 22.3 (b) (b) (b) - 	24.6 Tobacco............................................. 

All 	Others......................................... -  35.1 - 34.2 -35.2 -36.4 - 32.6 -31.4 - 31.6 - 	34.6 

(b) Not available 



Depwunent Stare Sales and Stocks 	 8 

January 1953 and January 1954 

These figures are estimates of total department store sales and stocks. 
Stocks are at selling value. 

SALES STOCKS 

Department 
Jan. Jan. Change Dec. 31 Dec.31 Change 

1953 1954 1954/53 1952 1953 1953/52 
V000 $Ø()() % $'OOO $'OOO 

TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ........... 6 5, 832  62,897 - 	4.5 186,118 205,285 ' 	10.3 

Women's and Misses' Dresses ............ 1,760 1,504 - 14.5 3 1 301 3,131 - 	5.1 
Women's and Misses' 	Coats and Suits 

. 
1,373 1,313 - 	4.4 2,772 2,783 + 	0.4 

Women's andMisses' Sportswear ......... 1,479 1,517 2.6 3,959 4,516 + 	14.1 
Furs . ........................................... 1,867 1,717 - 	8.0 4,136 4,391 + 	6.2 

. 

. 
2 , 098  2,23L + 	6.3 6,929 8,302 + 	19.8 Girls' and Infants' Wear .................... 

6.. 	Lingerie and Corsets 	....................... 2,684 2,578 3.9 6,929 7,201 + 	3.9 
7. Aprons, Fousedresses and Uniforms 481 446 - 	7.3 789 807 + 	2.3 

395 - 	6.4 670 689 + 	2.8 Millinery ........................................422 
Hosiery and Apparel Accessories 2.153 1,955 - 	9.2 6,232 6,878 + 	10.4 
Women's, Misses' and Children's Shoes 2,014 1,892 - 	6.1 10,393 11,179 + 	7.6 

Ladles' Apparel and Accessories. 
Thtal 1 - 10 ............................... .16,331 1 15,547 	- 4.8 I 46,110 1 49,877 + 	8.2 

2,173 21260 + 	4.0 6,622 7,859 + 	18.7 
2,474 2,259 - 	8.7 8,334 9,995 4 	19.9 

Men's Clothing ................................ 
Men's Furnishings 	........................... 

1,334 1,303 - 	2.3 5,069 5,477 + 	8.0 13. Boys' Clothing and Furnishings .......... 
14. Men's and x3oys' Shoes 	...................... 894 938 4.9 4,060 4,209 + 	3.7 
15. Food and Kindred Products................. 5,177 4,881 - 	5.7 3,4C1 3,588 + 	5.5 
16. Toiletries, Cosmetics and Drugs 1,962 1,880 - 	4.2 4,891 5,029 + 	2.8 
17. Photographic Equipment and Supplies 205 202 - 	1.5 789 818 3.7 

2,472 2,294 - 	7.2 8,089 8,495 + 	5.0 
4,148 3,733 - 10.0 8,222 8,273 + 	0.6 

18. 	Piece Goods ................................... 

1,804 1,675 - 	7.2 5,673 5,562 - 	2.0 
817 726 - 11 . 1  7,077 7,024 - 	0.7 

22. 	Home Furnishings ........................... 3,621 11.3 17,499 19,132 + 	9.3 
21. China and Glassware 	........................ 

4,995 4,808 - 	3.7 12,315 13,409 + 	8.9 

19. 	Linens and Domestics ...................... 

3,198 2,769 - 13.4 7,933 8,718 + 	9.9 

	

20. 	Smaliwares 	..................................... 

	

25. 	Radio and Music .......... .................. 1,609 1,940 + 20.6 4,026 61257 4 	55.4 

4. ,084 

3,464 3,519 +1.6 11,732 13,794 + 	17.6 

Furniture ........................................... 
MajorAppliances ............................. 

1,087 

. 

989 9.0 6,796 6,636 - 	2.4 
26. Hardware and Housewares ................. 

1,253 1,299 + 	3.7 6 1 626 3,742 + 	31.9 
Jewellery ....................................... 
Sporting Goods and Luggage ............... 
Stationery, Books and Magazines 1,172 1,141 - 	2.6 3,380 3,481 + 	3.0 
All OtherDepartments ...................... .5,179 5,113 - 	1.3 7,474 8,910 + 	19.2 



AIS}CS ntA[' LBR 

\ 
1010778433 


