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RETAIL TRADE

Canada's retail trade during January totalled $805,838,000, a decline of 4.0%
from a year earlier. Although lower sales were experienced right across the country,
the extent of the drop varied from 0.8% in Ontario to 10.2% in Alberta. In the Atlantic
Provinces, sales fell by 5.1%, Quebec, 3.1%; Manitoba, 6.6%; Saskatchewan, 7.6% and
British Columbia, 9.0%.

Only 5 of the 20 trades for which estimates are made reported higher sales
during January. Grocery and combination stores' and meat stores' sales were up 2.2%
and 2.4% respectively, garages and filling stations had an increase of 5.4%, while fuel
dealers' volume was up 15.3%, reflecting weather conditions during the month. The
fifth increase was the only one reported by any of the durable goods trades. Appliance
and radio dealers' sales were up 3.5% over January 1953. It is probably significant
that all of this increase occurred in Ontario, where a television boom has been in pro-
gress for some months.

TOTAL RETAIL TRADE IN CANADA .
{. [oms o poLiams , The most pronounced declines were those

of motor vehicle dealers, (17.3%) and furni-
ture stores (13.6%). Significant drops were
also indicated by family clothing stores, 8.2%;
and jewellery stores and lumber and building
material dealers, both 7.8%.

| ' 3 Department store sales during January
T totalled $62,897,000, a decline of 4.5% from

. e the volume of a year earlier. Merchandise
inventory held by these stores at December 31, 1953 had a selling value of $205,283,000
an increase of 10.3% over the value at December 31, 1952.

Percentage Changes in Selected Retail Trades

January 1954 over January 1953

Chains and Independents

Canada
All Stores Chains Independents
Grocery and Combination ............. + 2.2 + 9.5 - Zeh
Family Clothing ......cccvvviitvinvnnnnnn - 8.2 - 2.2 - 9.4
Women's Clothing ........cooieiieenann - 6.8 + 0.7 - 8.8
SERDCL .. s w10« o ivraisivio sia o o iais o o sigasailos « o 0 Soloninn o S 5.2 - 6.6 - 4.5
Lumber and Building Material....... - 7.8 - 5.5 - 8.4
FUrbilire .....ccoccncerees aounacosssoascs - 136 - 29.0 - 8.6
Appliance and Radio......... ... 3.5 - 9.8 + 6.4
Bestaurant .........cocoieencomeanmons cos - 5.5 - 7.7 - 5.3
550 T S Ceeeeiieiaia. - 2.7 - 1.0 - 3.0
Jewellery ...cooovcevivennnnns ST - 7.8 - 7.3 - 8.0
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Estimated Retail Trade — Chain and Independent — By Provinces and Kinds of Business

January 1954
(in thousands of dollars)
No. Kind of Business or Store All Stores Chain Independent All Stores
Canada Atlantic

1 TOTAL, ALL TRADES............. 805,838 82, 32l 683 7 66,403

2| Grocery and Combination................. 174,591 69,320 105,272 16,771

3| Meals.....cooriiammmniinimibe e sssans s s e 13,975 656 13,319 (b)

4 Gieneral - 35,6h9 2’385 33 ,26‘; 7,‘&59

5] Department . ..oooveniiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnn. 62,897 - 62,897 4,207

(5] INZET T 7 "SSs: G ) el | T 11,827 9,939 1,888 1,002

7| Motor Vehicle ......ccccvvviviieernininenn. 116,186 10,181 115,006 8,036

8| Garage & Filling Station................ . 39,346 290 39,056 3,224

9| Men's Clothing ......vooevvueeeuincenennens 13,651 1,586 12,063 843
10| Raniily Clothing: ... & $.ddnen Moo 12,867 2,316 10,552 1,738
11| Women's Clothing ......ooovvvniininnennnn.. 13,30e 3,054 10,253 676
12 |ISHEL.. . coreress. o deicbictamriet o Wess ol oo i o ie i 6,940 2,297 4,643 K60
13| HARAWARE . $omeer s e o e e e e 14,07 a8 13,289 756
14 Lumber & Building Material ............. 20,934 4,512 16,422 620
o Aunnituge s I T R e e 11,064 2423 8,823 (b
16| Appliance & Radio........c...coeeinnes 28,158 3,542 19,609 (by

7| Mestaurant. . ..eceoeins . besiminsssesnnes 31,069 2,182 28,287 1,503
IBPUIRUE] oo enriisess v ccitins s isn sz esins sone 29,427 537 28,890 1,685
WO UDENE. e s e - o - S Gt i el 22,019 2,795 19,224 1,403
20 | Balgllerya.. ... thes. coupas cowepe dum ung s 6,529 1,911 4,618 329
31 L Tabagly. .. oo i s 0w mvye . covonpyaman .. TlsliB o 1,180 6,269 (b)
08 | ALEOtlirs.v. . b, o s oot b 138,886 39,547 99,335 13,390

Manitoba Saskatchewan

23 TOTAL, ALL TRADES............ 45,303 6,106 39,197 42,877
24| Grocery & Combination................... 7,568 2,75 4,853 6,482
TN MER e er e I Retaie T B e Reroc Pl ks o o 401 - 401 575
D6 GENETA ....ccoocermreroiesbisitnesshiassossess Husunabesar essfics 3,178 225 2,953 4,635
277 [ D REARLMENE . Shiv e - & sigselsbiseiissiaml 6,196 - 6,196 3,666
28 || NGy oo B o o B AS B orennt . s, 286 273 13 4,08
291 Motor Vehicle ....oeevvevinininiininannnnn. €,628 (a) (a) 8,732
30 | Garage & FFilling Station................. 1,688 (a) (a) 1,423
3| Menis: Glotbing: ¥ 5= e Baseatms ek 476 L2 4,34 716
32| Family Clothing.......ccocccnoiiniiiianenen. 592 (a) (a) 607
33| Women's Clothing .....coovveviiininnnen. 368 110 258 613
31 T o - I PSS I — ] R 212 43 109 (b)
35| Hardware. 2o e, 5. oo B ettt o e yeste 667 (a) (a) 1,412
36| Lumber & Building Material ............. 2,692 54 2,152 2 Y208
2174 BT o[ T S MERRO ERIR SRR s S (b) (b) (b) (b)
38| Appliance & Radio..........cooeeniiinnss (b} (b) (b) (v)
39| Restaurant 1,566 104 1,462 2,181
4'0 Fuel Meenseesesesisnsarrure saieseebesunnrEiaassain ety = 1,232 i 1’232 990
BP0 I T St ot v i et 1,286 (a) (a) 1,256

2| WewallEnpedm den. ..o & i miaioionis « oo (v) (a) (a) (b)
48| NaEaEcope:. 4. & ... - 1L e (b) (a; (a) (b)
A AR OO D S do Jotjoios wioie - ool imiaiessisis o « 6,091 s, 56l 4,530 5,845

diffeténtes between t

(a) Indicates fi%‘ures withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but are included in the totals. Any slight

(b, Not available

e totals and their components are due to the rounding of the figures.



Estimated Retail Trade — Chain and Independent — By Provinces and Kinds of Business 5
January 1954
(in thousands of dollars)
Chain Independent All Stores Chain Independent All Stores Chain Independent b,
Provinces Quebec Ontario
10,706 |  55,699| 178,74 30,949 | 147,795 332,929 Th,557 | 258,372 |
2,646 | 14,125 L8, 504 1,981 33,523 70,034 | 38,702 31,332 ¢
(b) (b) 3,569 - 3,569 6,614 512 5,502| 3
4C9 7,050 5,683 476 5,207 6,478 456 6,022 4
> 4,207 11 025 - 11,025 20,995 - 20,995 °
891 2L 3,357 2,654 703 5,498 4,827 67| 6
(a) (a) 17,191 (a) (a) 51,106 485 | 50,022 7
(a) (a) 7,642 (a) (ay 17,526 |  (a) (aj |8
(a) (a) 3,666 235 3,431 5,746 1,096 4,650 9
24,9 1,489 i,338 1,108 3,230 3,920 b 3,206 |10
98 578 2,939 719 2,219 6,228 1,425 4,802 |11
(a) (a, 1,739 5% 1,145 3,245 1,257 1,988 |12
(a} (a) 2, G 486 2,235 5,558 217 5,341 |13
= 620 2,493 (a) (2, 8,579 1,061 7,518 (14
(a) (a) 3,227 863 2,364 5,292 | 1,006 4,286 |15
(b, (b) (b) (b) (b) 14,395 1,401 12,994 | 16
(a) (a) N 62, | 6,780 12, hksky 901 11,543 |17
- 1,685 9,626 - 9,626 13,646 537 13,109 | 18
131 1,272 4,710 383 4,327 9,596 1,367 e,229|19
79 25¢ 1,202 391 £11 3,153 a57 2,290 |2
(a) (a) 1,792 349 1,443 4,736 (a) (a, |2l
5,092 6,298 32,9C1 5,864 27,036 58,740 17,191 41,549 |2
Saskaichewan Alberta RBritish Columbia
5,888] 36,929 59,841 9,492 50,349 79,746 14,630 65,116 |23
1,69 4,788 9,545 3,237 6,39 15,68¢ 5,345 10,343 | 24
(a) (a) 1,120 (a) (ay 1,767 (a) Yoy [#3
(a) (a) 4,288 (a) (a) 3,928 (a) (a) |26
= 3,666 6,842 6,842 9,906 9,966 |27
337 7 610 W7 134 066 1 18528
(a) (a) 9,962 (a) (a, 12,531 (a) (a) |29
- 1,423 b,272 - 4,272 3,572 (a) (a) |[30
(a) (a) 11005 104 1,014 1,087 (a) (a) Jﬁ
(a) (a) 817 (a) (a) 856 (a) (a) |2«
125 438 886 203 624 1,599 374 1,225 (33
(a) (a, 352 102 250 M 157 614 |34
- 1,412 1,752 (a) (a, 1,208 (a) (a) |39
1,362 e81 2,534 1,248 1,286 1,773 (a) (a) |36
(b) (b) 683 - 683 640 (a) (a) E
(b, (b) (b) (b) (b) 1,790 332 1,458 |38
(a) (a) 2,308 63 2,245 3,663 432 3,231 |39
- 950 (b) (b) (b) 2 47 2,171 |40
(a) (a) 1,576 252 1,324 2,19z 533 1,660 41
(a) (a) (b) (b) (b) 78l 227 557 |4<
(a) (a) (b) (a) (a) 404 (a, (a) |43
1,595 4,250 9,230 2,890 6,339 12,690 5,353 7,337|44




6 Percentage Changes in Retail Trade— 3y Provinces and Kinds of Business

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

January 1954 Over January 1953

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE |CANADA | Atlantic| quebec | Ontario | Manitoba Sagkat | alberta |- POl
% % % % % % % %
TOTAL, ALL TRADES..... |- 4.0 |- 5.1 3.1 |- 0.8 |- 6.6|- 7.6 |-10.2 - 9.0
Grocery & Combination............ +5 22 |~ 2.80F 2.7 {Foehall VM2 3+ T7 (- 0.8 --248
LT S RN S e L (b) * 7.8 |+ 3.2 |+ 8.7+ 12.3 [+ 09 7.0
General . ... recomrenccesinn - 2.7 |- 4.7 4.0 |- 3.3 |+ 0.8(- 2.5 |- 2.0* 0.5
DEpSHBEAL ot Lol d (= 252lp 248 Ta2Rs (230D - 6.3 |= 3.4 beansp
VI SNSRI, || [ = L L SR Rl SELST R S T T
Motor Vehicle o= 173 |- 13.6 = 22.6 |- 11.0 |- 14.5 |- 24.1 |- 21.1 | 27.4
Garage & Filling Station ...t 5e4 [+ 4.9 F 8.9 |+ 5.2 |+ 9.1 9.8 |+ 5.3} 3.2
Men’s Clothing......uvc = 9oL |= 6.7 + 10.5 |- 1.3 |- !,,.Or- L. |- 6.8+ 3.0
Family Clothing ..o~ 8.2 |=12.1 L 5.8 |-.8.0 |- 4.1+ 19.6 |- 5.5+ 8.3
Women's Clothing .........coocccc.... - 6.8 |+ 3.5t 6.0 |- 1.2 |-16.0 - 19.1 |- 19.3 + 15.9
Bhge e B 102 = PR 5L JrsI8 [+ 23 | (B) |- S.6.F 3.6
Hatdwate &owmiaf bl Fraded |0 (Tl B J8 1% '2.2 222 |- 7.4 |- 5.0 4.9
Lumber & Building Material... |- 7.8 (= 33.7 }- 22.6 [+ 0.2 [+ 7.9 |- 5.4 |- 18.4 | 12.5
FURDIIILE ccoreimesbibisenmeesmsegoee (SEL I 6 (b; + 16.8 |- 14.0 (b) (b) |- 24.9  10.0
Appliance and Radio....c. [+ 3.5 (b) (b) |+ 17.2 (v) (b) (b) = 19.2
ReSLaurant ......comvwines = 9e5 |= 6.0+ 8.0 |- 0.5 |-15.1pF 1.4 (- 163 - 7.6
Pl ...onvcrmmmmmmmsmrinisscntt 1503 |=' 10WL 4% @6 22155 §+ +hal p 21.6 (b) + 18.8
| B7,11] SR IR o .l e ek N g EE I- 140 b= v ¢t 2.0 = 6.4 | S8
Jewellery ... - 7.8 |- 6.3 |-19.8 |- 0.4 (b) (b) (b) & '§e2
TaBALER,.cnadscrime il ... S A M i+ t8n3 ’_ 0 (b) (b) (b) + 8.2
ANl OthrS oot |- - 348 1= 0,6 |="0:8 4= 3.0 |- 20.7 } 5.2 |- 15.8 |- 3.6

(b) Not available



Percentage Changes in Retail Trade— 3y Provinces and Kinds of Business

{Without Adjustment for Price Changes)

January 1954 Over December 1953

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE | CANADA |priiaitiC | quebec | Ontarto | Manitoba | K3 | mjperta | British
% % % % % % % %

TOTAL, ALL TRADES....... -31. [~ 34.41- 32.9 |- 28.2 |- 28.0|- 35.9 |- 33.9| - 32.5
Grocery & Combination......... -12.3 {-12.4 |- 14.7 |- 9.1 |- 143 |- 2C.3 |- 17.0]| - 11.2
L SRR S L - T (b) £ 17.5. 187139 =196 AL.3 1= 22.0.0 - W9
General .........onneiinsn 413049 |- 22.2°1 36.9 {-'29.6 -35.1 |- 36.3. 1- 32.7| ~ 25.2
Department 4= 55.8 |- 64.2 F 57.9 |- 56.6 | - 50.2|- 55.0 |- 4B.5| = 54.7
Varety .......coooreeereneccreeconsnen - 703 |-77.7F 65.9 [-69.7 |- 73.5/- 72.8 |- T4.0| - 73.1
Motor Vehicle ..., - 1045 |- 196 F 2644 |* 62T |+ 1i2|- 263 |=25.64 - 15.6
Garage & Filling Station ... = 5.00- Hh8k11.6 |- 2.0 |+ 6KOI|= 27.5n =815 e 12502
Men’s Clothing........ccoiimnnneve. - 56.6 |- 55.7F 46.5 |- 63.7 |- 45.7|- 45.9 |- 55.8| - 50.5
Family Clothing .....ccoeoecvee. - 51.9 |- 60.1 | 50.2 |~ 53.1 |~ 47.0|- 45.1 |- 50.4 |- 39.8
Women's Clothing...........cecccc... - 51.3 |- 56.2} 55.9 |- 47.2 |- 48.5|- 36.7 |- 62.8] - 51.0
Shoe......c.ocooreurercne = 53.1 (- 57.4 F 61.4 |- 50.8 |-37.3] (b) |-34.5|- 37.5
Hardware ..............coooomemen - L6 |- 543 F 44 (- 370 (=590 554 |- 46,11 - 56.3
Lumber & Building Material... |- 34.0 |- 36.9 } 37.3 |- 38.6 |- 18.4 |- 30.7 |- 33.9 |- 26.9
Fumiture ... |= 412 1 (B) F 51.9 |- 31.7 | (b) | (b) |- 35.9 (- 45.7
Appliance and Radio................ - 26.8 (b) (b) |-16.3 (b) (b) (b) |- 44.3
ReStaurant ... = 13.9 (= B9 [-23.7 = 3.0 |= 178F 17.3 |« 827, | = kb
FUel oo imcmrrvnssnimirenneft 2201+ 4.0 [+39.0 [+ 13.4 |+ 25.2 » 38.7 (b) [+ 22.5
Drug.....ccccooccvmmnecrccsmsmssssnnnens - 29l [= 32,8 |220,5 |- 30.0 |- 30.8 |- 34.8 |- 36.9 |- 31.2
Jewellery ..o = The3 (b) +76.6 |- 7.3 (b) | (b) (By [= g
TODACCO..cooccocrrrr e srirenneassse - 2,4.8 (b) |-28.1 |- 22.3 (v) 1 (b) (b) |- 24.6
A1) Others.......c.ccmimimriecn = 3941 |= 3422 |=35.2 |- 36.4 |- 32.6J -31.4 |~ 31.6 |- 34.6

(b) Not available



Department Store Sales and Stocks
January 1953 and January 1954

These figures are estimates of total department store sales and stocks.
Stocks are at selling value,

SALES STOCKS
Department el Jan. Change | pec. 31| Dec.31| Change
1953 1954 [1954/53 1 1952 1953 | 1953/52
$'000 $°000 % $'000 $'000 %
TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS........... 65,832 | 62,397 | - 4-5 186,118 205,285 + 10.3
1. Women’s and Misses’ Dresses............ 1,760 | 1,504 | - 145 3,3c1| 3,131|- 5.
2. Women’s and Misses’ Coats and Suits 15558 1,313 | - 44 My 2,783+ C.b
3. Women's and Misses’ Sportswear......... 1,479 1,517 | * 2.6 3,959 4,516 | + 14.1
& FUDB : . o larusg deiiensauiiaiors 1 1,867 1,717 | - 8.0 4,136 4,391+ 6.2
5. Girds' and Infants’ Wear .........coceeruee 2,098 2,23¢ | + 6.3 6,929 2,302 [ + 19.8
6 Lingerie and Corsets ......c..ccccocvuvenns 2,684 2,578 | - 3.9 6,929 7,20 |+ 3.9
7. Aprons, Housedresses and Uniforms.. L81 L6 | - 7.3 789 807+ 2.3
8. MillRhmmy ol M b vl S0 e S e e 422 395 | - 6.4 670 689 |+ 2.8
9. Hosiery and Apparel Accessones ....... 2,153 1,955 | = 9.2 6,232 6,278 | + 1044
10. Women's, Misses' and Children’s Shoes [ 2,014 1,392 | - 6.1 10,393 11,179 |+ 7.6
Ladies' Apparel and Accessories.
TOED 1 = B0 10 ooes AR o ks san 16,331 | 15,547 | - 48| u46,110| 49,877+ 8.2
1. Ments|Clothingy. . &t Fndeie os onls Gt eses 2575 2,764 | * 4.0 0,622 7,859 | + 18.7
12. Men’s Furnishings .....cccccccveerurnnnnenne 2,474 2,259 | - 8.7 8,334 9,995 |+ 19.9
13. Boys’ Clothing and Furnishings ......... 1,334 { 1,303 | - 2.3 5,069 | 5,477+ 8.0
14. Men’'s and Boys’ Shoes .....c.cccvivneeenns 894 933 | *+ 4.9 4,060 L,209 |+ 3.7
15. Food and Kindred Products........ccveee- 5,177 Gedel | A 27 35u@ 3,588 |+ 5.5
16. Toiletries, Cosmetics and Drugs ........ 1,962 1,880 | - 4.2 4 ,391 5,029 | + 2.8
17. Photographic Equipment and Supplies.. 205 208 | - L5 789 818 |+ 3.7
18. Piece GoOdS ....veervererrsensavessecenssseens 2,472 2,294 | - 7.2 2,089 8,495+ 5.0
19. Linens and Domestics ...c.eerrenrninnnnne 4,148 3,733 | - 10.C 8,222 8,273 1+ 0.6
20, SolalIWERES. b rkeossb s smes s dhsns kot 180 | 1,675 | - 72| 5,673 5,562|- 2.0
21. China and Glassware .........cc.cceeeennns 217 286 |- 1l.k 7,907 7,024 | - 0.7
22. Home FurniShings ......c.cccevreesssnsonaese 4,C84 31,620 - 11.3 17,499 | 19,132 |+ 9.3
23. Furniture ...... = S O S ookl 4,995 4,808 | - 3.7] 12,315 | 13,409 |+ 8.9
24. Major Appliances ....cccoceuerunirenninannes 3,198 2,769 -13.4 7,933 8,718 |+ 9.9
25. Radio and Music ..c...ous vereissverenneenes 1,609 1,940 | + 206 4,026 | 6,257 |+ 55.4
26. Hardware and Housewares .....c...ccceee Salbls 1 3,589 { * 160 11,732 | 13,794 |+ 17.6
871 JEmallly ..oin: oomutnsnsns s o dsowss s ows 1,087 989 | - 9.0| 6,79 6,636 | - 2.4
28. Sporting Goods and Luggage .....ccvvvunee . 258 1,299 | + 3.7 6,626 8,742 |+ 31.9
29. Stationery, Books and Magazines........ 191872 AL - 2.6 3,380 3,481 |+ 3.0
30. All Other DepartmentS....ccceuuesuarnuennae 5,179 5,113 | - 13 R 8,910 |+ 19.2
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