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RETAIL TRADE 

Estimated retail sales in Canada during the month of February 

1956 were 8.2% higher than those in the same month a year ago. The dollar 

value of these sales was estimated to be $864,230,000 this year as compared 

with sales of $798,533,000 in February last year. With the addition of sales 

for February, the total for the first two months of 1956 was 6.4 0/a  above the 

corresponding two-month period last year. T h e value of sales was 

$1,744,195,000 this year as against $1,638,606,000 in 1955. These and other 

estimates contained in this bulletin are not adjusted for price changes, 

seasonal variations or number of shopping days. 

February sales showed a percentage increase in all provinces of 

Canada. Alberta and Quebec showed the largest gains with 13.516 and 11.6% 

followed closely by British Columbia with 9. 5%. For the two-month period of 

1956 the same three provinces had the largest increases but Alberta was third 

with 6.9% while Quebec and British Columbia preceded with gains of 9. 71v and 

8.97o respectively. 

Total Retail Trade in Canada 

Period 	 1955 
$ 1 000 

January ............. 840,073 
Februar y ............ 	798,533 

Total ............. 	1,638,606  

1956 
$ 1 000 

879,965 
864,230 

1,744,195 

% Change 
1956/1955 

+ 4.7 
+ 8.2 
+ 6.4 - 

All kinds of business had great-

er sales this February as compared 

with last. Largest among the in-

creases were the lumber and building 

material dealers (22.8%), furniture, 

appliance and radio dealers (11. 1%) 

and department stores (10.9%). For 



2. 

the year to date the lumber and building material dealer group also showed the 

greatest percentage increase (17.8%). 

Percentage Change in Selected Retail Trade 

January and February 1956 over January and February 1955 

Chains and Independents 

Canada 

All Stores Chains Independents 

Grocery and Combination + 5.3 + 9.8 + 2.4 

FamilyClothing ............ + 1.3 - 6.5 + 3.1 

Women's Clothing .......... + 2.7 + 3.0 + 2.6 

Shoe 	...................... + 1.6 + 2.1 + 1.3 

Lumber andBuilding Material + 17.8 + 14.8 + 18.4 

Furniture, Appliance andRadio + 8.0 + 12.2 + 7.1 

Restaurant................. + 4.3 + 2.6 + 4.5 

Drug 	.................. + 3.8 + 5.1 + 3.6 

Jewellery 	................ + 4.0 + 8.0 + 2.4 



MONTHLY SALES 
GENERAL MERCHANDISE TRADE 
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L,2J4b 608 2,046 
(a) (a) 3,915 

- 6,205 3,663 
310 15 522 

- 6,144 6,673 
(a) (a) 1,804 

39 250 408 
(a) 	I  (a) 418 

117 209 437 
29 83 153 

(a) (a) 875 
451 1,993 2 9 007 
143 1,220 990 
140 1 0499 2 2 155 

- 863 637 
(a) (a) 1 0 184 
(a) (a) 323 

479 4,289 4,448 

j
160 .0312  

76,769 
30,93? 
1,899 

18,093 
5,58]. 
8,015 
5,761 
1,233 

10,316 
2,373 

704 
1,394 

781 
478 
892 
8% 

2,406 
1,334 
1,770 
1,599 

2 0103 	5,083 	600 
7,281 	82,692 	7,753 

Manitoba 	 Saskatchewan 

6,190 f 	35 9 657 	39,642 

2,914 	5,366 	6,984 

11,675 
1,314 

337 
1,445 
1,57]. 
3,273 
2,198 
1,372 
4,591 
7,896 
2,423 

370 
2,858 

33,422 
32,800 
75,154 
2,417 

141,030 
43,1144 
11,140 
8,355 

10,500 
3,727 

12,134 
21,525 
30,665 
29,346 
300674 
19,853 

703,918 71,967 

4 	Estimated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 
February, 1956 
(in thousands of dollars) 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE 
	

All Stores 	] 	Chain 	Independent I All Stores 

Canada 	 Atlantic 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES ...................... 

Grocery & Combination .......................... 
Other Food & Beverage 
General........................................................ 
Department.................................................. 
Variety........................................................ 
MotorVehicle.............................................. 
Garage & Filling Station ........................ 
Men's Clothing .......................................... 
FamilyClothing ........................................ 
Women's Clothing...................................... 
Shoe.............................................................. 
Hardware...................................................... 
Lumber & Building Material .................. 
Furniture, Appliance & Radio .............. 
Restaurant .................................................. 
Fuel.............................................................. 
Drug.............................................................. 
Jewellery.................................................... 
Miscellaneous ............................................ 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES ...................... 41,847 . 

8,281 Grocery & Combination ..............................
Other Food 	& 	Beverage........................ 
General.......................................................... 

1.,854 
3,038 
6,205 Department...................................................

Variety.......................................................... 325 
Motor 	Vehicle.............................................. 

.. 

Garage & Filling Station 	......................... 
6.,144 
1,265 

Men's 	Clothing 	............................................ 289 
280 
326 

FamilyClothing 	............................................ 

shoe.............................................................. 112 
Vomen's 	Clothing ......................................... 

.... 
790 Flardware..........................................................

Lumber & Building Material 	.................. 2,444 
1,362 

Restaurant 	............. ..................................... 

.. 

1,639 
'urniture, Appliance & Radio.................. 

863 uel.................................................................. 
.. 

1,466 Jrug................................................................ 
3% Fewellery.......................................................

1iscellaneous ............................................. 	. 4,768 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

864,230 

187,cQ6 
64,359 
34,699 
75,154 
14,092 

142,344 
43,481 
12,584 
9,926 

13,773 
5,925 

13,506 
26,116 
38,562 
31,769 
31,044 
22,710 
7,186 

89,974 

(a) Indicates figures withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but are included in the totals. Any slight 
differences between the totals and their components are due to the nunding of the figures. 



Fstimated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - fly Provinces and hinds of flusiness 

February, 1956 
(in thousands of dollars) 

Chain Independent All Stores ChainJ Independent All Stores Chain 	Ldedent No. 

Provinces Quebec Ontario 

10,758 61,209 	1 
- 

202 1,991 
H 

34,606 
t 

168,385 	1 343084 1 	76,103 	1 267 #281 1 

3,398 14,695 52,313 16,984 35,329 73,660 40,993 	1 32,667 2 
3,243 2039 	i 17,721 5,193 12,529 25,640 13,953 	1 11,687 3 

524 7 9491 5,769 306 5,463 6,731 293 6,438 4 
- 5,76]. 13,676 - 13,676 25,593 - 25,593 5 

1,103 129 3,914 3,0841 829 6,452 5,528 924 6 
1,109 9 2 206 27,317 - 27,317 56,443 (a) (a) 7 (a) (a) 9,315 (a) (a) 19,811 (a) (a) 8 
(a) (a) 3,24]. 299 2 1,941 5,851 866 4,985 9 

116 1 2 278 3 9433 883 2,531 3,218 443 2,775 10 
112 669 4,270 884 3,386 5,806 1,456 4,351 11 

(a) ~a)  1,401 613 788 2,799 1,199 1,600 12 
(a) a) 2,937 

N 
(a) 5,525 679 4,846 13 

- 884 5,286 (a) 9,660 1,209 8,451 11 
282 1 	2,124 9,183 3,C77 6,106 17,013 2 1,716 34,298 15 
53 1,282 8,517 	1  683 i  7,834 	1  12,758 992 	1 11,766  16 
- 1 9 770 8,518 - 8,518 	1 15,454 (a) (a) 17 

139 1 	1,460 4,650 401 4,249 	i 9,631 i 	1,293 8,338 18 
125 i 475 1,410 364 1,046 3,288 984 2 0304 19 
303 7,450 20 0140 1,050 19,089 38,051 2,946 	

1 
35.9104 20 

Saskatchewan Alberta British Columbia 

5,716 7 33,926 - 68,780 10,738 58,042 95,627 16,204 79,423 	- 21 

1,963 5,021 	i 10,601 4,280 6,321 17,095 6,237 10,858 22 
1,132 914 4,024 (a) (a) 7,492 (a) (a) 23 
(a) (a) 3,710 (a) (a) 3,522 528 2,995 24 

- 3,663 7,519 - 7,53.9 12,737 - 12,737 25 
43]. 91 840 655 185 808 563 245 26 

- 6,673 15,108 - 15,108 20,344 - 20,344 27 
(a) (a) 5,081 (a) (a) 3,833 (a) (a) 28 
(a) (a) 975 (a) (a) 1,119 (a) (a) 29 
(a) (a) 641 65 576 561 (a) (a) 30 

103 334 965 269, 696 1,189 333 856 31 
30 

(a) 
123 

(a) 
282 

1,424 
93 

(a) 
189 

(a) 
700 

1,063 
151 

(a) 
549 

(a) 
32 
33 

961 1,046 3,083 1,387 1 2696 2,752 313 2,439 34 
245 745 3,322 389 2,932 4,285 1,044 3,241 35 

(a) (a) 1 2 932 81 1,852 3,434 443 2 2 991 :36 
- 637 69 - 69 3,733 (a) (a) 

(a) (a) 1,660 246 1,414 2,521 620 1 2901 38 
68 255 336 200 136 833 273 561 39 

441 4,008 7,208 619 6,589 7,606 1,443 6,163  .40 



6 	 Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

February 1956 Over February 1955 

Atlantic 	 Saskat- IAlberta 	British I 
KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE 	CANADA Provinces Quebec 	Ontario Manitoba chewan 	 I Columbia 

% 	I 	%f % 	I 	% 	I 	% 	i 	% 

TOTAL, ALL TIIADES .............. .+ 8.2 + 7.8 +11.6 	+ 6.5 1  + 3.6 + 1.8 	+13,5 	+ 9•5 

Grocery & Combination 	................... + 6.8 	+ 3.2 + 6.4 .+ 7,3 + 8.7 + 4.2 +10.8 + 7.6 

+ 4.014 5.9 + 4.0 +4.4 + 3.9 1.4 2.2 + 6.1 Other 	Food& Beverage 	............... 

General 	................................................. + 5.8 7.0 +11.2 + 3•3 + 3,3 + 2,7 + 8.5 4 2.6 

Department 	......................................... 10.9 •15.1 U.9 1 V14-4 - 4.2 +10.6 11.2 + 9.6 

Variety 	........................................... ...... + 7.5 + 2.1 + 8.8 + 7.3 + 6.2 • 4.4 +20.3 + 2.8 

Motor 	Vehicle 	..................................... + 97 4 2.5 +20.7 • 2.9 + 1.5 - 2,8 441.0 9.6 

Garage & Filling Station ................. + 6.4 + 3.1 +16.9 + 1.3 - 1.8 + 3,7 + 8.2 15.1 

Men's 	Clothing 	................................... + 296 + 5.9 + 5.4 I 	+ 1.8 +17.0 -15.5 0.4 + 4.2 

+ 2.7 - 6.4 + 9.3 + 1.3 - 4.4 + 3.0 + 1.7 + 3.1 amily 	Clothing ................................. 

Women's 	Clothing 	............................. + 2.1 + 8.8 ' 	1.7 + 8.8 - 6.6 + 1.9 + 3.2 -13.3 

Shoe 	....................................................... + 1.6 - 5.0 + 1.2 4 0.8 -3.4 -3.2 + 8.9 11.1 

Hardware .............................................. . 4  9.9 + 8.0 +16.1 33•5 + 8.8 - 2.5 + 5.6 - 2.8 

Lumber & Building Material ........... +22.8 15.7 33.4 +28.3 +24.6 - 2.2 +14.5 +19.5 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio ........ . +1.1.1 +10.4 53.6 - 0.7 -16.7 +11.7 + 3.8 +15.9 

+ 6.0 + 8.7 + 6.7 + 6.7 + 2.1 4  6.7 + 1.2 + 5.3 

Fuel.......................................................+ 9.3 + 2.1 + 8.4 + 4.6 4 6.0 +16.7 + 0 .5 +41.7 

Restaurant 	........................................... 

+ 6.8 + 6.9 + 6.3 • 7,4 + 4.4 - 1,8 + 6.1 •11.5 Drug....................................................... 

Jewellery 	............................................. + 9.0 +15.8 +12.7 + 5.2 +13.8 + 1.3 + 4.3 •17.2 

Miscellaneous 	..................................... +10.5 +34.5 +10.3 + 9.9 + 7.7 1.7 • 6.7 7.5 



Estimated Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

January and February 1956 

(in thousands of doflars) 

	

Atlantic 	 Saskat- KIND OF BUSIN1SS OR STORE 	CANADA I pmvinces 	Quebec j Ontario 	Manitoba 	chewan 	Alberta 	British 
Columbia 

1,744,195 145,164 4 0634 695,448 85,095 81,534 135,697 196,636 TOTAL, ALL TRADES ............. 

376,122 35,500 107,541 147,024 16,36? 13,807 21,351 34,532 Grocery & Combination ...................
Other Food &3everage 125,692 10,497 34,303 49,988 3,620 4,050 7,858 15,375 

70,115 16,494 11,255 13,535 6,042 8,615 7,467 6,709 General 	................................................ 
Department .......................................... 	. 149,201 11,096 26,662 50,652 12,725 7,447 15,601 25,018 
Variety 	................................................. 27,988' 2,382 7,855 12,850 659 1,005 I 	1,616 1,624 
Motor 	Vehicle .................................... 	. 272,072 20,474 50,174 106,409 12 2 227 13,755 27,560 4.1,473 
Garage & Filling Station ................ . 90,386 5,870 19,710 40,693 2,893 3,416 9,538 8,268 
Men's 	Clothing .................................. 	. 26,944 1,462 7,578 11,409 840 989 2,183 2,486 
Family 	Clothing ................................ 21,862 2,995 7,224 7,206 810 909 1,302 1,415 
Women's 	Clothing 	............................ 29,579 1,688 8 2079 12,794 670 1,003 2,178 3,167 
Shoe 	..................................................... 13,144 1,044 3,128 6 0 204 288 343 625 1,513 
Hardware 	............................................. 27,582 1 9 743 6,248 11,627 1,475 1,600 2 2 785 2,101. 
Lumber & Building Material 53,149 1,637 9,588 20,380 i 	5,195 4,252 5,692 6,406 
Furniture, Appliance & Radio 81 9485 5,163 17 0 277 38,918 2,855 2,435 7,267 7,569 
Restaurant .......................................... 64,756 2 9 740 17,420 25,430 3,433 4,494 3,941 7 0298 
Fuel 	..................................................... 68,961 3,209 18,063 35,885 1,970 1,4.44 198 8,193 
Drug 	..................................................... 45,480 3,175 9,350 19,459 2,650 2,536 3091 4,921 
Jewellery 	............................................ 	.. 14,311 1 0081 2 9 581 7,006 643 I 	742 700 I 	1,559 
Miscellaneous 	................................... 185 ,366  16,914 40,598 77,979 9,733 8,692 14,444 17,006 



8 	Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - iy Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

January and February 1956 Over January and February 1955 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE Atlantic I 	 Saskat- I Alberta I British 
CANADA Provinces Quebec 	Ontario I Manitoba i chewan 	 Columbia 

TOTAL, ALL TflADES.............. + 6.4 + 49 	+ 9,7 1 + 5,9 	4 1.0 	- 1.5 + 6.9 1 + 8.9 

Grocery & Combination 	................... + 5.3 + 0.7 4 6.7 	4 5.9 + 4.8 + 0.9 4 6.7 + 4.9 

+ 3.4 4  4.9 • 3.7 	+ 3.2 ' 0.8 - 5.8 	- 3.1 + 9.1 Other 	Food & Beverage 	............... 

General 	.................................................. ' 4.0 43.4 + 8.1+305 +1.9 +3.0+4.6 42.7 

Department 	......................................... + 9.1 •10.9 +10.8 	+12.0 - 3.2 + 4.9 	+ 9.4 4 8.9 

Variety 	................................................ +8.0H3.1  +7.9+9.3 +4,3 +4.6+14.4 +4.4 

Motor 	Vehicle 	..................................... 

.. 

+ 6.1 + 4.6 +15.4 	4  0.5 - 0.6 -11.1 	+20.8 +12.6 

Garage & Filling Station .................. 6.1 2.5 +14.6 	+ 3.0 + 401 - 5.0 	+ 2.1 17.9 

Men's 	Clothing 	................................... + 2.3 + 0.3 + 9.2 (c) + 6,2 - 9.4 	- 1.0 + 1.6 

Family 	Clothing ................................. + 1.3 - 5.4 + 8.2 	4 0.7 9.9 - 4.7 	- 5.5 4 5.0 

+ 2.7 +11.5 * 3.9 	+ 6.2 -11.0 - 2.3 	- 5.6 - 6.4 Women's 	Clothing 	............................. 

Shoe 	....................................................... + 1.6 I - 1.4 2.0 	+ 2.0 - 5.9 - 6.0 - 1.4 + 6.3 

hardware ......................... ..................... 	. + 7,4 + 3.8 13.1 	11.1 + 77 .11.1 - 1.2 + 3.2 

Lumber & Building Material ........... +17.8 4 13.8 4 27.7 922.1 4 14.6 + 2.2 + 8.2 +16.o 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio ........ . + 8.0 10.6 +31.5 + 2.7 13.2 8.9 4  5.9 + 3.2 

+ 4.3 +10.1 + 4,9 + 4,2 0.7 + 9,7 - 4.7 + 5.9 Restaurant 	........................................... 

Fuel 	....................................................... '13.5 • 3.8 ' 	9.3 414.3 ' 5.1 '20.1 441.4 '25.1 

Drug 	....................................................... + 3.8 + 6.3 + 3.7 I  + + 2.6 - 4.1 1.3 + 6.3 

' 4.0 16.6 4 9.1 	+ 0.5 - 0.8 - 2.9 + 1.2 '12.0 Jewellery 	.............................................. 

Miscellaneous 	..................................... + 78 +12.6 + 8.0 	+ 9.9 + 0.1 - 2,8 + 3.1 + 8.1 

(c) Unchanged 



Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 	 9 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

February 1956 Over January 1956 

Atlantic I KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE 	CANADA provinces  Quebec I Ontario Manitoba Saskat- I 	 British 
chewan 	 Columbia 

% 	% 	 % 	% 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES............... -  1.8 	- 1.7 	+ 0.7 - 2.5 	- 3.2 	- 5.4 + 2.8 	- 5.3 

- 1.1 + 3.9 - 5.3 	+ 0.4 + 2.4 + 2.4 - 1.4 - 2.0 Grocery & Combination 	.................... 

+ 4.9 +13.5 + 6.9 	+ 5.3 4 5.0 + 2.1 + 5.0 - 5.0 Other 	Food & Beverage 	............... 

- 2.0 - 5.5 + 5.2 	- 1.]. + 1.1 -16.7 - 1.3 +10.5 

Department 	........................................ .• 1.5 8.0 + 5.3 	+ 2.1 - 4.8 - 3.2 - 7.0 3.7 

General 	.................................................. 

+ 1.4 + 7.3 - 0.7 	+ 0.8 - 2.7 + 8.1 + 8.2 - 1.0 Variety 	................................................. 

Motor 	Vehicle 	..................................... + 97 + 1.6 19.5 	+13.0 + 1.0 - 5.8 +21.3 - 37 

Garage & Filling Station ................ I - 7.3 i -32.1 -10.4 	- 5.1 -22.3 411.9 +14.0 13.6 

-12.4 - 7.1 -25.3 	+ 5.3 -47.5 -29.8 -19.3 -18.1 

Family 	Clothing ................................ -16.8 -12.9 -10.4 	-19.3 -47.2 -14.9 - 3.0 -34.3 

Men's 	Clothing 	................................... 

.12.9 .13.9 +12.1 	16.9 - 5.2 -22.8 .20.4 39.9 

-17.9 -15.5 -18.9 	-17.8 -36.4 19.5 -17.8 -13.9 

hardware .............................................. - 4.0 + 4.8 -11 .3 	- 9.5 +15.3 420.7 4 4.6 + 2.1 

Women's 	Clothing 	.............................. 

Shoe 	...................................................... 	.. 

Lumber & Building Material 3.4 17.4 +22.9 	9.9 .11.2 -10.6 '].8.2 .24.7 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio ........ 

.. 

-10.2 12.7 +1.3.5 	.22.3 - 8.8 -31.5 15.8 +30.5 

Restaurant 	.......................................... 

.. 

- 3.7 - 5.1 - 4.3 	+ 0.7 - 8.6 - 7.9 - 3.8 11 -.1 

.. 

+23.0 -10.8 	-24.4 -22.0 -21.1 -46.5 -16.3 

Drug 	...................................................... 

.. 

0.3 + 1.5 - i 	- 2.0 i. +23.8 -12.4 - 4.1 • 5.0 

Fuel 	.......................................................-18.1 

.- 

+ 0.9 24.7 +20.4 	-11.6 +60.3 -22.9 - 7.? +14.7 Jewellery 	............................................. 

Miscellaneous 	..................................... - 5.7 -154 - 1.6 	- 4.7 - 4.0 4 4.8 - 0.4 -19.1 



STATISTCS CANAU' LF 
STAIS' 

UI I IIl 	III 	ll III 
1010778410 


