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RETAIL TRADE 

Canadian retail stores did an estimated 1,300 million dollars 

worth of business during the month of June 1956. Sales for June this year of 

$ 1,286,728,000 were 8.2% above those of $ 1,189,241,000 recorded in the same 

month last year. Sales for the first sixmonths of 1956 totalled $6,420,212,000 

an increase of 7.6% over sales of $5,968,722,000 In the corresponding period 

In 1955. These and other estimates contained In this bulletin are not adjusted 

for seasonal variations, price changes or number of shopping days. 

Total Retail Trade in Canada 

Period 1955 1956 % Change $'Ooo $'OOff 1956/1955 

January ..................... 840,073 879,965 + 	4.7 
February 	.................. 798,533 864,230 + 	8.2 
March 	...................... 915,875 1,045,409 + 	14.1 
April 	....................... 1,101,038 1,106,866 + 	0.5 
May .......................... 1,123,962 1,237,014 + 	10,1 
June 	......................... 

Total 	..................... 
1,189,241 
5,968,fl2 

1 286,728 
6zo,ziz 

+ 	8.2 
+ 	7.6 

All provinces showed greater dollar sales in June this year 

as compared with a year ago. Alberta,the At1atic Provinces and Saskatchewan 

registered gains of 11.5%, 9.4% and 8.6% respectively all above the national 

average of 8.2%. Ontario withan increase of 8.0% was slightly below the ever-

age,followed by Quebec with 7.7%,  British Columbia 7.3% and Manitoba 6.6%. 

With the exception of the jewellery store classification all 
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largest in the non-durable group. 	Variety stores showed the largest per- 

centage gain during June with 19.1% followed by shoe stores 156%, furniture, 

appliance and radio stores 1.1%,  family clothing 14.4% 	and grocery and 

combination stores 13.8%. 	Motor vehicle dealers which have been showing 

greater sales In the first five months had an increase of only 1.0% for June. 

Department stores had sales of $99,517,000 during June 1956 

an increase of 10.1% over sales of the corresponding month in 1955. 	Cumu- 

lative sales for the first six months for this classification were estimated to 

be $539,974,000 up 9.7% from the corresponding 1955 period. 

Percentage Changes in Selected Retail Trades 

January to June 1956 over January to June 1955 

Chains and Independents 

Canada 

All Stores 	Chains Independents 

Grocery and Combination ........+ 	7.6 	 + 	12.5 + 	4.4 

Family Clothing ....................+ 	6.9 	 + 	5.2 + 	7.3 

Women's Clothing 	.................+ 	5.7 	 + 	6.7 + 	5.4 

Shoe ....................................+ 	6.4 	+ 	7.5 + 	5.7 

Lumber and Building Material., 	$.13.9 	 + 	17.1 + 	13.2 

Furniture, Appliance 	and Radio 	+ 	9.2 	 + 	10.7 + 	8.8 

Restaurant 	...........................+ 	4.5 	 + 	2.1 + 	4.7 

Drug 	...................................+ 	4.8 	+ 	5.6 + 	4.7 

Jewellery .............................+ 	6.5 	 + 	7.9 + 	5.8 
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20,010 
2,879 

535 
2,589 
2,939 
6,212 
5,555 
2,132 
9,510 
9,563 
2,766 

191 
3 0202 
3,196 

10,990 

'47k fO) 

99,517 
3,942 

274,449 
66,025 
17,813 
16,313 
15,695 
8,214 

25,671 
40,236 
39,774 
39,060 
14,136 
21,867 
5,918 

140,363 

	

225,458 	1,061,270 

	

97061 	140,984 

	

42 2 991 	41,508 
2,837 

112,230 

21,614 
7,459 

11,097 
8,487 
2 ,343 

26,604 
5,339 
1,238 
2,840 

944 
1,148 
1,772 
1,684 
4,033 
2,464 

573 
1,809 

808 
9,974 

4 	Estimated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

June, 1956 

(in thousands of dollars) 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE 	I All sores 	J 	Chain 	J Independent 	All Stores 

Canada 	 Atlantic 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES ...................... 1,286,728 

Grocery & Combination 	........................... 238,345 

. 

Other Food & Beverage 84,499 
General........................................................ 52,622 
Department ...................................................99,517 
Variety.......................................................... 23,952 

.. 

Motor Vehicle .............................................. 277,328 
Garage & Filling Stdtion .......................... 66,560 

. 

20,402 Men's 	Clothing 	........................................... 
19,253 Family Clothing 	......................................... 

Women's Clothing ...................................... . 21,907 
Shoe.............................................................. ].3,769 
Hardware...................................................... 27,803 
Lumber & Building Material 49,745 

.. 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio 49,337 

.. 

41,826 
14,327 

Restaurant 	.................................................... 

25,069 
Fuel................................................................
Drug................................................................
Jewellery ....................................................... 9,114 
Miscellaneous 	............................................. 151,353 

21 TOTAL, ALL TRADES ...................... 

Manitoba Saskatchewan 

62,158 
} 	8 0 625 53 9 533 79,766 . 

10,978 3,896 7,082 9 0613 Other Food 	& 	Beverage ........................ 2,753 1,548 1 0205 2,967 
Grocery & Combination ............................. 

4,159 (a) (a) 6,814 
. 

8,597 - 8,597 5,139 
General 	.......................................................... 
Department 	.................................................... 
Variety.......................................................... 	.... 583 556 27 830 
Motor 	Vehicle .............................................. 9,526 - 26 18,998 
Garage & Filling Station 	........................ 

.. 
3,105 (a) N 4,699 

729 48 681 636 
.. 

(a) (a) 1,073 
Men's 	Clothing 	........................................... . 
Family Clothing 	.........................................795 . 

217 364 608 
93 362 396 

Women's Clothing .......................................580 

Hardware 	...................................................... (a) (a) 3,091 
Shoe ............................................................... 455 

Lumber & Building Material 4,826 893 3,932 5,526 
Furniture, Appliance, & Radio 

.,465 

1,329 169 1,160 1,9(XL 
Restaurant 	.................................................. 2,185 181 2,004 2 3,546 
Fuel .............................................................. 172 
Drug 

.. 
- 

(a) 1,325 (a) 1,474 ............................................................... 
Jewellery 	.................................................... 425 (a) (a) 490 
Miscellaneous.............................................. 8,17]. 545 7,626 12,679 

(a) Indicates figures wIthheld, to avoid disclosing indlvi&al operations, but are Included in the totals. Any slight 
dIffercea between the totals and their cononenta are due to the iounding of the figures. 



Fstimated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 	5 
June, 1956 

(in thousands of dollars) 

Chain Independent Al! Stores J 	Chain jndeendent AU Stores Chain j Independent No. 

Provinces Quebec 

494,193 

 Ontario  

388,029 1 16,144 96,086 298,826 47,130 251,696 106,164 

3,912 17,702 68,807 20,923 47,884 92 2259 52,164 40,094 2 
4,441 3,018 20,418 6,400 149 018 35 2671 20,174 15,497 3 

737 10,360 9,053 539 1 	8 9 514 10,585 517 10,068 4 
- 8,487 17,839 - 17,839 33040 - 33,340 5 2,107 236 6,959 5,538 1,421 10,72]. 9,262 1,460 6 2,539 24,065 60,076 - 60,076 101,803 (a) (a) 7 

~a~  ~a~ 12,770 (a) (a) 28,078 (a) (a) 8 a a 5,539 561 4,978 9 1119 1,641 7,478 9 160 2,680 6,969 1,624 5045 5,430 831 4,598 10 
242 

(a) 
702 

(a) 
6,487 1 2,662 4,825 9,302 2,799 6,503 ii 

(a) (a) 
40 135 
6,144 

1,584 
(a) 

2,551 
(a) 

5,890 
10,986 

3 9 086 
1,001 

2,804 
9,985 

12 
13 

- 1 3,684 8,876 (a) (a) 18,119 2,535 15,584 14 450 3,583 12 2902 3,472 9,431 20091 3027 17,065 15 
60 2,404 10,008 736 9,272 17,140 1,072 16,069 16 
- 573 2,806 - 2,806 8,267 (a) (a) 17 150 1,659 4,802 482 4020 11,061 1,464 9,598 18 

202 606 1,852 576 1,276 3,865 1,429 2,436 19 
464 9,510 32084 1 0925 30,460 62,166 4010 57,857 20 

Saskatchewan Alberta 

87,090 

British Columbia 

114,698 21 9,627 70,139 102,478 15,388 137,086 22,388 

2,571 7,042 14,177 5 1,222 8,955 20,898 8,673 12 0225 22 
1 2603 1,363 5,137 (a) 10,095 (a) (a) 23 
(a) (a) 5,955 (a) 

~a)  
a) 4,959 686 4 0 273 24 

- 5,139 9,825 - 9,825 16,290 - 16,290 25 
685 145 1,318 1,028 289 1 0198 835 364 26 

- 
 18,998 23,417 - 23,417 36,905 - 36,905 27 

(a (a) 6,299 (a) (a) 6,270 (a) (a) 28 
(a (a) 1,606 (a) (a) 1,535 (a) 29 
a (a) 1,106 158 947 1,041 (a) a 

~aj 
30 226 382 1,842 467 1,375 2,145 600 1,545 31 

88 
(a) 

308 
(a) 

572 
29671 

201 
(a) 

371 
(a) 

1 0172 
1,675 

246 
(a) 

926 
(a) 

32 
33 

2,551 20 975 5,854 2,638 3,216 4,863 547 4015 34 260 
(a) 

1,641 
(a) 

4,235 451 3,784 4,547 1,435 3,112 35 
2,810 95 2,715 4,673 580 4 1 092 36 

- 

(a) 
286 

(a) 
10 

1,895 
- 

265 
10 

1,629 
2,233 
2,704 

(a) 
676 

(a) 
2,028 

37 
38 

135 355 451 263 188 1,223 462 761 39 
984 11 2696 13,298 968 12,330 12,680 1,796 10,884 40 



6 	 Percentage Changes An Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

June 1956 Over June 1955 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA  Atlantic Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta ColumbIa 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. + 8.2 + 9.4 + 707 	+ 8.0 + 6.6 + 8.6 +11.5 + 7.3 

+13.8 +11.8 +15.2 	13.7 +13.7 + 8.9 .'15.2 +33.7 

+ 7.7 

. 

l 	7,7 + 3.9 	+ 7.5 + 7.8 +14.7 +10.7 +12.9 Other 	Food & Beverage 	............... 

+ 94 +13,0 + 8.1 	+10.9 + 6.5 + 3.8 +12.4 + 7.4 

Department 	......................................... +10.1 4 9.2 + 7.0 	+ 9.9 +10.0 + 7.7 17.2 +11.5 

Grocery & Combination ................... 

18.1 +19.4 +14.2 	+21.1 4 24.8 +12.8  +19.2 +13.6 

General 	................................................. 

+ 1.0 +10.1 - 0.9 	- 1.6 - 7.6 +3•4 + 4,7 + 1.2 

+ 6.6 + 2.7 4  6.6 	+ 5.3 +20.4 + 5.9 4 6.0 +11.3 

Men's 	Clothing ................................... +13.0 + 7.3 +11.1 	+17.5 +15.5 12.6 15.5 - 1.6 

Variety 	................................................. 

1otor 	Vehicle 	..................................... 

Garage & Filling Station ................. 

14.4 +11.6 +15.4 	+16.9 +44.0 + 1.5 + 3.0 1 12.9 Family 	Clothing ................................. 

+ 8.8 

. 

4 	7.2 + 9.1 	13.5 +11.1 +14.3 () - 3.4 Women's Clothing 	............................. 

+15. 6  +13.8 +12.2 	21.1 +25.3 19.3 - 1.2 + 8.5 

Ilardware .............................................. + 92 + 2.1 13.5 	+11.9 + 8.8 +14.7 - 2.1 - 3.2 

Shoe 	....................................................... 

. 

6.9 + 1.6 + 1.6 	+ 6.5 +10.2 + 8.8 + 9.5 +12.6 Lumber & Building Material ........... 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio ........ +15.1 ' 	4.1 + 9.9 	15.9 + 7.4 41.7 26.0 422.9 

Restaurant 	........................................... + 7,5 

. 

+ 8.6 8.0 	+ 95 + 2.7 + 3,4 - 2.0 +10.0 

4  8.9 + 6.1 - 2.2 	+181 + 3.0 -19.4 -41.2 + 0.3 Fuel 	....................................................... 

Drug 	....................................................... 7.3 +10.4 + 7.1 	+ 7.0 + 2.6 + 6.8 + 5.1 +11.6 

- 0.5 + 0.1 6.2 	- 6.8 - 9.4 +14.8 4 	1.1 + 9,7 Jewellery 	............................................. 

Miscellaneous ..................................... 4 	8.9 + 7.2 +10.1 	+ 8.3 + 2.7 + 5.2 +27.4 + 18 

(c) Unchanged 



Estimated Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

January to June 1956 

(in thousands of dollars) 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA Atlantic Quebec Ontario Manitoba chewan Alberta CfIa 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. 6,420,212 550,690 1,502 2 416 2,480,470 311,713 355,619 510 0 293 709,052 

Other Food & Beverage 
1,248,118 

436,136 
116,358 
36,668 

356,547 
116,802 

486,738 
175 0 293 

56,419 
12,945 

48 0261 
13,990 

72,357 
26 0 874 

111,439 
Grocery & Combination .................... 

General 	.............................................. 
Department .......................................... 539,974 

....253,169 57,977 
44,155 

43,088 
98,203 

47,751 
180,591 

21,088 
46,445 

32,030 
27,501 

26,928 
54,695 

53,564 
24,309 
88,384 Variety 	.............................................. 

Motor Vehicle .................................... 
....112,814 
.1,279,964 

.... 
10,355 

114,220 
32,209 

261076 
50,851 

479,864 
2,758 

50,395 
3,984 

81024 
6,498 

117,855 
6,161 

174,935 Garage & Filling Station ................ .
Men's 	Clothing .................................. 	. 

325,157 
98,216 

22,580 
5,298 

67,475 
28,177 

141,783 
42,401 

11,741 
2,730 

16,219 
3 9 214 

33,504 
7,622 

31,859 
Family 	Clothing ................................ 	.. 90,180 12,871 32,435 26,665 3,57.3 4,038 5,204 

8 0 777 
5,399 110,221 5,798 30,956 46,146 2j669 3 8 605 8 0 942 12,108 58,424 4,584 16,117 25,567 19674 1,644 2,857 5,981 

Women's Clothing ............................. 

Hardware 	............................................. 
Lumber& Building Material 

117,718 
210,816 

7,707 
6,914 

25,447 
40,557 

47,388 
77,559 

6,164 
19 9 328 

10,378 
18 0231 

12,324 
241 056 

8,313 
24,175 Furniture, Appliance& Radio 

Restaurant ........................................... 
257,247 
219,568 

17,323 
102 992 

63,724 
54,614 

114,765 
87,200 

7,706 
12,214 

8,458 
14,227 

20,975 
15,077 

24 0 297 

Shoe 	..................................................... 

148591 7,575 38,520 77 0255 3,984 3,073 311 
25,245 
17,876 Fuel 	..................................................... 

Drug 	..................................................... 142 ,784 
48,750 

10 8 029 
3,774 

29,407 
9,929 

61,008 
21,955 

7,833 
2 9322 

8,230 
2,850 

10,547 
2,372 

15,733 
5,551 Jewellery .............................................

Miscellaneous 	................................... 722 ,365 55,512 156,833 289,690 39,725 54062 61 2 295 64,946 



8 	 Percentage Changes In Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

January to June 1956 Over January to June 1955 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta Ca 

% % 	.% % % % 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. + 7.6 + 6.6 	+ 9.1 + 6.3 + 3.2 + 6.7 10.1 10.3 

+ 7.6 + 4.3 	+ 8.9 + 7.9 + 7.4 + 3.6 4  9.0 + 7.0 Grocery & Combination ................... 

+ 4.9 + 3.7 	+ 5.1 4.1 + 4.4 + 1.7 4 2.4 +10.2 

+ 5.2 

. 

+ 5.1 	+ 7.7 + 3.6 + 2.6 + 55 + 6.7 + 5.2 

Other 	Food & Beverage 	............... 

+ 9.7 + 9.7 	+ 7.9 + 9.9 + 4.4 +10.0 +14.5 11.5 Department 	......................................... 

+10.5 + 7.2 	+ 8.4 +11.4 +10.6 +10.5 +20.4 +10.0 

General 	................................................. 

+ 6.0 + 9,7 	+ 73 + 1.3 - 6.5 + 8.7 +15.5 +12.4 

Variety 	................................................. 

Garage & Filling Station ................. + 6.6 + 4.8 	+13.0 + 3.7 +10.2 - 2.4 + 3.6 416.4 

lotor 	Vehicle 	..................................... 

+ 4.5 + 0.6 	+ 4.6 + 4.3 + 7.2 - 0.3 + 8.1 + 6.1 \len's 	Clothing 	................................... 

!'arnily 	Clothing ................................. + 6.9 4 6.0 	+11,0 + 3.2 +17.7 - 0.7 + 2.2 + 9.0 

+ 5.7 + 6.5 	+ 5.8 + 7.4 - 2.6 + 5.9 + 2.9 4 3.0 

shoe 	....................................................... + 6.4 4 2.0 	4 5.7 + 6.0 + 5.5 + 8.2 + 8.8 +12.6 

+  6.9 + 3.2 	13.2 + 5,5 + 9,3 + 7.2 + 4.2 4 2.6 

+13.9 + 7.1 	+16.1 12.0 +10.7 + 9.1 •18.4 +20.8 

Hardware............................................... 

9.2 + 4.2 	+16.7 + 7.1 - 5.3 + 3.0 + 9.2 12.1 

\omen's Clothing 	............................. 

lurniture, Appliance & Radio......... 

+ 45 + 1.3 	+ 4.8 + 4,9 + 1.1 + 8.5 - 1.0 + 7.0 

Lumber & Building Material ........... 

+16.2 + 7.7 	16.3 +20.2 12.8 + 7.4 + 9.9 + 7.0 

Restaurant 	........................................... 

E)rug 	....................................................... + 4.8 + 6.1 	+ 5.6 + 4.4 + 2.4 + 2.1 4 3.7 + 7.6 

Fuel 	....................................................... 

+ 6.5 + 9.0 	+14.6 + 2.7 - 3.3 +12.1 + 5.1 9.2 Jewellery 	............................................. 

liscellaneous ..................................... 10.1 +10.3 	+12.5 + 9.2 + 4,3 +10.6 U.2 +10.8 



Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

June 1956 Over May 1956 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA Provi nces Quebec Ontario Manitoba chewan Alberta Ca 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. 4.0 + 0.5 + 4,7 + 6.6 - 1.6 - 1.1 + 2.6 + 3.2 

Grocery & Combination .................. 

.+ 

+9.7 + 6.0 + 8.6 +10.4 + 7.3 + 9.5 13.2 +13.5 

+ 7.7 

. 

+17.6 - 8.4 +17.6 +10.3 20.1 + 4.0 + 4.9 Other 	Food & Beverage 	............... 

General 	.................................................+ 5•3 - 6.3 - 1.5 17.5 - 2.0 +15.3 +11.6 

33 

. 

]3.]. 

- 9.7 - 8.0 - 2.1 + 1.4 - 2.1 + 0.2 - 1.4 Department 	.........................................- 

Variety 	................................................ +17.9 11.4 +15.7 + 8.8 + 8.4 + 7,3 + 4,4 

- 1.3 

.. 

- 7.9 + 9,9 - 1.6 28.1 - 6.2 - 3.7 + 2.2 Motor 	Vehicle 	...................................... 

Garage & Filling Station ................ + 3.4 +23,8 + 3.5 - 2.0 *30.6 + 9.5 + 2.3 + 0.3 
+16.7 

. 

+34.0 +16.7 +17.8 77.8 +13.0 +•4 -13.0 Men's 	Clothing ................................... 

Family Clothing ................................ +16.6 +18.3 +19.9 +13.4 + 8.9 +29,1 +11.4 + 9.0 

Women's Clothing 	............................ 

.. 

+ 3.2 -24.8 +16.1 +11.2 +13.3 -14.4 16.2 17.6 

Shoe ..... . 

. 

+15.1 +33.2 +24.1 +34,3 +23.3 + 48 +12.0 - 3,9 
hardware.............................................. 	.+ 7.0 + 6.3 + 9, 3. + 8.0 +19.2 +34.6 - 8.1 - 0.9 

Lumber & Building Material .......... + 5.2 + 5.4 - 5.3 + 4.5 +18.0 +26.0 +32.3 - 8.1 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio ........ 

.. 

+44.8 +10.6 + 7.1 +34.2 +78.8 + 7.2 + 9.0 

Restaurant 	.......................................... 

.+33.0 

+0.7 +22.8 + 3.9 + 2.7 -12.2 -11.7 -17.6 + 5.2 

- 9,]. -40.5 -30.5 + 4.2 -56.0 -40.3 -50.0 +34,4 

. 

+ 4.1 +32.5 -10.8 +11.4 + 0.8 + 5,9 + 3,5 + 3.2 

Fuel 	....................................................... 

Drug 	....................................................... 

+ 1.2 + 8.9 + 1.0 - 0.2 + 2.7 -27.6 - 3.8 +22.9 lewellery 	............................................. 

Iiscellaneous ..................................... + 2.7 -14.2 + 5.1 +14.8 - 5.0 -25.0 + 5•5 + 0.5 
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