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RETAIL TRADE 

Estimated retail sales in Canada increased 1.5% during July of this year 

compared with the same month a year ago. The month's total of $1,203,196,000 

brought the first seven months to $8,126,740,000 for a gain of 4.1% over the same 

period of 1956. These and other estimates contained in this bulletin are not ad-

justed for seasonal variations, price changes or number of business days. 

Total Retail Trade in Canada 

Period 1956 1957 7. Change 
$'OOO '000 1957/1956 

First Quarter 2,910,210 3,149,950 + 8.2 

April 	.............. 1,137,573 1,227,277 + 7.9 
May 	................ 1,272,596 1,293,908 + 	1.7 

June 	.............. 1,298,544 1,252,409 - 	3.6 

July 	............... 1,185,075 1,203,196 + 	1.5 

Total 	........... 7,803,998 8,126,740 + 4.1 

All except the Atlantic Provinces showed slight gains both for July and for 

the first seven months of this year. The Atlantic Provinces recorded a decrease of 

sales in July amounting to 1.6% and for the year to date a loss of 0.47.. The rate 

of increase in July sales was not extreme by provinces and ranged from 4.1% in Mani-

toba to 0.37. in British Columbia. 

Only four of the specified 	trades experienced decreased sales 	for the 

country as a whole. Sales were down noticeably in motor vehicle dealers (-11.17.) 

and to a 1essr decree in lumber. furni- 
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ture and appliance stores and fuel 

dealers. Significant gains were made in 

grocery and combination stores (+10.1%), 

other food and beverage stores (+10.57.), 

variety stores (+12.87.) and shoe stores 

(+10.47.). 

All provinces sharrd in the 
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gains of these 	four trades. Decreases 	in motor vehicle sales 	occurred in all 

provinces except Manitoba. 

Department store sales totalled $83,974,000 in July 1957, an amount 6.6% 

greater than a year ago. Stocks on hand at the end of June in department stores 

were estimated to be $286,252,000 a gain of 7.3% over the inventory of June 30, 1956. 

Percentage Changes in Selected Retail Trades 

January to July 1957 over January to July 1956 

Chains and Independents 

Canada 

All Stores Chains Independents 

Grocery and Combination ............ + 9.6 + 13.4 + 6.9 

Family 	Clothing 	.................... + 1.8 + 1.0 + 1.9 

Women's 	Clothing 	................... + 4.3 + 1.0 + 5.5 

Shoe 	............................... + 6.9 + 9.5 + 5.3 

Lumber and Building Material - 	5.4 - 2.1 - 6.2 

Furniture, Appliance and Radio ., - 	0.1 - 1.4 + 0.2 

Restaurant 	......................... + 3.5 + 1.7 + 3.5 

Drug 	............................... + 5.3 + 5.6 +5.3 

Jewellery 	.......................... - 	0.2 - 2.8 + 1.0 
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4 	Estimated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

July, 1957 
(in thousands of dollars) 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE 	All Stores 	Chain 	Independent 	All Stores 

Canada Atlantic 

I 1,203,196 225,737 977 2 459 105,751 

2 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES ....................... 

Grocery & Comhination 	........................... 237,080 96,259 140,820 24 1,583 
3 Other Food & Beverage 87,709 45,588 42,121 8,519 
4 49,613 3,388 46,225 11,172 
5 83,974 - 83,974 6,809 
6 

General 	.......................................................... 

23,510 19,744 3,766 2 1 524 
7 

Department 	..................................................... 
Variety 	.......................................................... 
Motor 	Vehicle .............................................. 223,356 1,766 221,590 18,629 

8 Garage & 	Filling Station 	......................... .7 2 ,398 582 71,817 5 1 721 
9 15,773 2,022 13,751 936 

10 
Men's 	Clothing 	........................................... 

14, 672  2,507 12,166 2,135 
11 

Family 	Clothing 	......................................... 
Women's 	Clothing ...................................... .18,670 5,591 13,079 1,036 

12 4,772 6,986 804 
13 

Shoe 	...............................................................11,75 8  
2,031 23,684 2 1P 256 

14 Lumber & Building Material 49,563 10,971 38,592 1,766 
15 

Hardware 	....................................................... 25,715 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio 44,754 9,722 35,033 3,180 
16 Restaurant 	................................................... 46,294 3,325 42,968 2,298 
17 Fuel 	............................................................... 12,038 147 11,891 688 
18 27,030 3,323 23,707 1 9 908 
19 Jewellery 	..................................................... 8,554 2,843 5,711 746 
20 150 ,735 11,156 139,578 10,041 

Drug 	............................................................... 

I'lanitoba Saskatchewan 

21 

Miscellaneous 	............................................. 

64,140 9,204 	f 54,936 73,511 

22 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES 	....................... 

10,242 3,795 6,446 8,937 
23 

Grocery & Combination ............................. 
Other Food 	& 	Beverage......................... 3,428 1,810 1,618 3,080 

24 General 	......................................................... 4,214 (a) (a.) 6,564 
25 7,845 - 7,845 3,987 
26 Variety 	.......................................................... ... 578 28 810 
27 Motor 	Vehicle.............................................. 11321 - 11,321 15,574 
28 

Department 	.................................................... 

2 ,876 (a) (a) 5,135 
29 

.606 

514 . 46 467 483 
30 

Garage & Filling Station 	.......................... 

719 (a) (a) 803 
31 423 160 263 580 
32 313 76 237 260 
33 

Men's 	Clothing 	.............................................. 
Family Clothing 	............................................ 

1,369 (a) (a) 2,473 
34 Lumber & Building Material 

. 

4,716 1,074 3,642 6,527 
35 Furniture, Appliance & Radio 1,434 239 1,195 1,879 
36 

Women's 	Clothing .......................................... 
Shoe 	.................................................................. 

Restaurant 	................................................... 2 ,402 241 2,161 2,633 
37 

Hardware 	....................................................... 

- 434 343 
38 Drug 	.............................................................. 1,414 (a) (a) 1,482 
39 

Fuel 	............................................................... 434  

.. (a) (a) 434 
40 

Jewellery 	.....................................................423 
Miscellaneous............................................. . 9,647 654 8,792 11,527 

(a) Indicates figures wIthheld to avoid disclosing Individual operations, but are Included in the totals. Any slight 
difference8 between the totals and their components are due to the munthng of the figures. 



Ftu'at•J Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of BusIness 	5 

July, 1957 
(in thousands of dollars) 

Chain 	I Independent I All Stores 	Chain 	I Independent I All Stores J 	Chain 	Independent 1No. 

Provinces 	 Quebec 	 Ontario 

16,926 88,825 269,097 43,033 226,064 452 9 205 105,357 346,848 1 

,754 19,829 64,911 19,628 45,283 91,394 50,829 40,566 2 
(a) (a) 20 0 187 5,097 15,089 36,131 21,916 14,214 3 

13 10 2 460 8,065 847 7 0 218 10 1 162 428 9,734 4 
- 6,809 13,378 - 13,378 26,623 - 26,623 5 

,294 230 5,907 4,837 1,070 10,948 9,341 1,607 6 
() (a) 45,185 - 45,185 79,403 (a) (a) 7 
6) (a) 15,253 (a) (a) 30,849 (a) (a) 8 
(.) (a) 4,034 529 3,506 6,333 1,129 5,204 9 

(a) 4,981 1,292 3,689 4,121 632 3,489 10 
184 853 5,095 1,3214 3,771 7 3 670 2,748 4 0 922 11 

(a) 3,357 1029 2,028 5,336 2,575 2,761 12 
(a) 5,764 (a) (a) 9,157 825 8,332 13 

- 1,766 9,685 (a) (a) 16,582 2,446 14,136 14 
12 2,668 11,987 3,376 8,611 18,022 3,874 14,148 15 

0 2,208 11,944 877 11,067 17,794 1,158 16,635 16 
- 688 2,980 - 2,980 6,095 (a) (a) 17 

155 1,753 5,525 436 5,088 11,512 1,470 10,042 18 
161 585 1,695 488 1,207 3,705 1,314 2,391 19 
358 9,683 29,164 1,667 27,496 60,368 4,313 56,055 20 

saskatchewan -_Alberta British Columbia 

1C,50 62,661 102,054 16,753 85,301 136,437 23,620 112 2 817 21 

- ,+67 6,470 14,495 5,731 8,764 22,519 9,056 13,463 22 
1,806 1,274 5,838 3,538 2,300 10,527 5,934 4 1 592 23 

(a) 4,880 (a) (a) 4,554 767 3,787 24 
- 3,987 9,175 - 9,175 16,157 - 16,157 25 

69 140 1,407 1,090 317 1,308 935 373 26 
- 15074 22 0 650 - 22,650 30,594 - 30,594 27 

) (a) 5,914 (a) (a) 6,650 (a) (a? 28 
) (a) 1,757 (a) (a) 1,716 (a) (a) 29 

(a) 986 (a) (a) 927 (a) (a) 30 
178 402 1,627 423 1 0 204 2,239 576 1 19 664 31 

77 184 565 226 340 1,123 300 823 32 
) (a) 2,578 (a) (a) 2,119 (a) (a) :i 

3,542 2,985 5,760 2,950 2,810 4,526 520 4,006 34 
1,620 3,540 350 3,191 4,712 1,112 3,600 35 

30 2,583 3,561 159 3 9 402 5,662 750 4,911 36 
- 343 46 - 46 1,452 (a) (a) 37 

() (a) 2,098 274 1,825 3,090 793 2 2 298 38 
107 327 406 243 163 1,145 413 732 39 

10,507 14,771 1,240 13,531 15,417 1,904 13,513 40 



Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

July 1957 Over July 1956 
I- 

KIND OF BUSINFS OR STORE CANADA Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta British 

TOTAL ALLTRADES .............. + 1.5 -1.6 + 2.0 + 17 + 4,1 + 2.8 + 2.2 + 0.3 

10.1 + 7.2 4 9.4 +11.0 + 8.7 +13.2 +11.3 +10.0 

Other Food& Beverage 	.............. +10.5 + 4.8 + 5.7 +16.7 4 14.5 +11.0 84 + 5.0 

. 	.................... 

. 

+ 2,3 + 5.1 - 2.6 + 5.8 + 0.2 + 3.1 + 2.8 - 2.3 

Grocery & Combination ................... 

+ 6.6 + 4.0 + 6.6 + 7.8 + 4.3 - 2.0 + 3.6 +11.0 

.. 

+12 .8 4 17.1 + 7.6 +15.0 21.1 7.4 13•0 +11.9 

Department 	......................................... 

Variety 	................................................. 

Motor Vehicle 	..................................... -11.1 -20.4 - 7.9 .13.5 + 2.9 - 8.2 - 7.5 11.5 

+ 4.8 + 5.7 + 5.6 + 4.4 + 6.3 +20.2 - 2.0 - 1.7 

+ 1.3 - 2.1 - 1.6 2.1 +17.9 - 2.6 + 7.8 - 1.4 

4  2.1 - 1.7 - 0.2 + 3.2 +13.6  +14.2 + 5.7 - 24 

Garage & Filling Station .................

Men's 	Clothing ................................... 

+ 5.9 + 3.3 +10.6 + 5.7 (C) - 1.2 + 1.6 + 4.1 

L'amily Clothing ................................. 

Women's Clothing 	............................. 

+10.4 + 59 +10.3 +12.9 +17.7 + 0.4 + 3.1 4 6.5 Shoe 	....................................................... 

Hardware .............................................. . 4.2 + 5.4 4 	8.7 - 1.3 - 3.4 + 8.2 4 	9.0 4 13,1 

Lumber& Building Material .......... -3.1 - 1.8 -2.2 6.6 - 7.7 +13.1 _7'5 -1.1 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio ........ - 2.1 - 4.9 - 1.2 - 7.1 - 3.4 +25.2 +10.6 ' L3 

flestaurant 	................................... ....... + 1.2 - 4.0 + 4.5 - 0.1 3.8 + 0.5 + 1.9 - 0.5 

Fuel 	....................................................... .- 1.8 

. 

11.1 4 	8.7 - 4.3 +26.2 + 39 +394 -12.9 

lJrng ....................................................... + 6.5 

. 

+ 5.6 4 6.6 6.1 + 6.1 ' 	5.0 + 6.7 + 9.7 

4 2.8 + 0.8 + 6.6 4 1.9 + 7.1 - 1.6 - 6.0 + 	5,3 Jewellery 	............................................. 

Miscellaneous ..................................... 4 	0.2 - 3.0 - 4.4 4 	2.3 + 3.4 - 4.2 + 7.4 1.2 

(c) Unchanged 



Estimated Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds or Business 

KLND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............8,126,740 

January to July 1957 

(in thousands of dollars) 

Atlantic 
Provinces 	Quebec 	Ontario 

662,523 1,907,506 3,099,426 

ManitobaSaskat- 
I chewan 	Alberta I 

405,961 468,095 1 674,449 

British 
Columbia 

908,777 

Grocery & Combination .................. 
Other Food & Beverage .............. 
Genera l .............................................. 
De part ment.......................................... 
Variety.............................................. 
Motor Ve hicle.................................... 
Garage & Filling Station................ 
Men's Clothing .................................. 
Family Clo thing ................................ 
Women's Clothing ............................ 
Shoe.................................................... 
H ard wa re ............................................ 
Lumber & Building Material .......... 
Furniture, Appliance & Radio ...... 
Restaurant .......................................... 
Fuel.................................................... 
Drug.................................................... 
Jeweller)' ............................................ 
Miscellaneous .................................. 

1,614,939 
564,490 
309,288 
644,278 
145,389 

1,592,432 
459,053 
118,197 
107,103 
132,143 
76,025 

145 s 907 11  

250,328 
308,676 
285,598 
177,651 
184,864 

58,664 
951,715 

148,604 1 447,242 
50,118 148,017 
66,389 49,533 
51,952 112,856 
14,118 39,400 

124,403 345,188 
32,097 99,929 
6,543 32099 

15,316 40,044 
6,783 37,679 
5,307 20 1 942 

11,116 31,024 
8 3 643 50,243 

19,5 20 87,157 
12,685 72,893 
10,341 48,773 
12,992 38,039 
4 0 169 13,153 

61,427 192,995 

642,022 
222,198 
63,726 

210,137 
66,783 

561,774 
198,288 
47,668 
29,733 
54,685 
34,893 
54,280 
87,792 

126,792 
112,671 
92,552' 
78,363 
25,143 

389,926 

68,578 
19,707 
26,342 
57,024 
3,562 

75,483 
15,739 
3,954 
4,743 
3,017 
2,152 
7,933 

21,263 
11,205 
14,810 
3,620 
9,474 
2,734 

54,621 

62,222 
19,066 
41,091 
31,998 
5,219 

107,590 
29,418 
4,019 
5,053 
4,106 
1,855 

13,777 
25,514 
10,598 
16,911 
3,489 

10,808 
3,020 

72,341 

96,795 
37,159 
32,535 
68,425 
8,117 

169,879 
37,921 
12,078 
6,621 

11,228 
3,865 

15,878 
29,131 
24,434 
21,832 

406 
14,207 
2,964 

80,974 

149,479 
68,227 
29,670 

111,886 
8,192 

208,115 
45,660 
11,537 
5,594 

14,646 
7,012 

11,895 
27,735 
28,970 
33,797 
18,473 
20,977 
7,480 

99,432 

ni 



8 	 Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without AdJustmeDt  for Price Changes) 

January to July 1957 Over January to July 1956 

KIND OF BUSINS OR STORE CANADA  Atlantic  Provinces Quebec Ontario Manitoba A)berta British 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES.... .......... 4.1 - 0.4 4.7 2.5 + 6.2 + 9.9 + 8.0 + 5.7 

...9.6 + 6.3 7.4 11.7 4 6.4 9.5 + 9.8 +12.3 

+ 7.4 + 4.1 5.8 8.3 414.6 411.1 4 	9.8 + 6.0 

Grocery & Combination ..................... 

General ................................................ + 4,0 + 3.5 t 1.3 4 	6.6 + 4.7 + 5.7 4 4.2 + 1.5 

Other Food & Beverage 	................ 

+ 4.1 

.. 

+ 2.4 * 1.9 + 2.4 + 	5.7 + 1.4 i 	7.6 + 	8.'? 

+ 8.5 +12.3 6.4 + 8.7 + 9.1 110.2 + 5.3 11.9 

Motor Vehicle 	.................................... + 0.5 -.7 11 + 	5.5 -6.7 16.8 414.6 +14.5 + 0.5 

+ 7.5 + 	5.8 + 8.2 + 7.3 + 1.8 '19.3 + 2.8 + 7.1 

Men's Clothing ................................... + 3.0 + 	5.5 + .2.7 1.2 + 9.4 +11.6 • 7.3 + 1.8 

Variety 	.................................................. 

+ 1.8 0.5 4 	4.2 - 2.9 + 5.3 + 8.3 + 6.2 + 0.9 

+ 4.3 + 1.3 +10.3 + 2.3 (c) 2.1 + 2.7 + 1.6 

Department 	.......................................... 

Women's Clothing 	............................. 

+ 6.9 + 1.9 + 8.8 + 6.6 + 7•9 + 6.1 + 6.9 + 7,4 

+ 2.8 

.. 

+4,7 + 5.4 -2.1 -1.4 +7.7 + 8.2 +9,4 

Garage & Filling Station .................. 

- 5.4 - 2.2 - 2.2 - 9.9 -11.4 5.7 -6.6 - 3.8 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio......... - 0.1 - 6.7 + 0.1 - 1.2 4 	1.6 +20.3 4 	3.3 - 0.9 

Family Clothing ................................. 

Hardware............................................... 

+ 3.5 - 3,7 4.0 4 1.9 + 4,5 + 2.7 4 	4.]. +10.2 

Shoe 	....................................................... 

+ 6.3 4fl,7 + 8.1 + 7.0 + 3.5 - 3.8 +23.8 - 2.0 

Lumber& Building Material ........... 

flestaurant 	........................................... 

+ 	5.3 + 4.7 + 6.3 + 3.1 + 2.8 + 8.3 + 7.7 10.6 

Fuel 	....................................................... 

Drug ....................................................... 

- 0.2 - 4.6 + 1.7 - 2.4 + 0,3 + 3.4 (c) + 4,9 Jewellery 	............................................. 

Miscellaneous ..................................... + 2.1 - 6.3 - 0.5 i 	0.5 + 4.4 '10.2 7.2 + 9.1 

(c) Unchanged 



Department Store Sales and Stocks 

July 1956 and July 1957 
These figures are estimates of total department store sates and stocks. 

Stocks are at selling value. 

SALES 
	

STOCKS 

Department 
July 	July 	Change June 30 June 30 Change 

1956 	1957 1 1957/56 1 1956 	1957 1957/56 

$'OOO 

78,795 

$000 

83,974 + 6.6 

$'OOO 

266,832 

$'OOO 

286,252 + 793 

2, 265 2,461 + 8.7 4,649 5,326 +114.6 
2. Women's and Misses' 	Coats and Suits 719 658 - 8.5 3,266 3,851 1 17.9 

TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ...........

1. Women's and Misses' Dresses............. 

2,518 2,664 ' 	5.8 7,630 8,602 +12.7 
721 639 -11.4 4,890 4,894 + 0.1 

3. Women's and Misses' Sportswear.......... 
4. 	Furs 	............................................... 

2 ,572  2,763 + 7.4 11,857 13 9 719 15.7 5. 	Girls' and infants' Wear .................... 
6. Lingerie and Corsets 3,032 3,354 +10,6 9,559 10032 4.9 ....................... 
7. Aprons, Housedresses and Uniforms 462 507 ' 9.7 1,220 1,130 - 7.4 

340 + 0.6 794 918 '15.6 8. 	Millinery ........................................ 338 
9. Hosiery and Apparel Accessories 2.100 2,231 62 8,821 9 0 128 3.5 

10. Women's, Misses' and Children's Shoes 2,443 2,630 7•7 13373 15 1,513 '11.8 

Ladies' Apparel and Accessories. 
Total 1- 10 ................................17, 170 	18,247 	+ 6.3 	66,559 1 73,113 	+ 9.8 

1,953 2,087 + 6.9 8,793 10,085 1 14.7 
2 ,770  2,983 + 7.7 12,932 13,739 + 6.2 
1, 204 1,216 ' 1.0 7,118 7,404 ' 4.0 

12. 	Men's Furnishings 	........................... 

1,071 19141 ' 	6.5 5,377 5,964 4 10.9 
Food and Kindred Products ................ 5,097 5,406 + 6.1 4,527 4,275 - 5.6 
Toiletries, Cosmetics and Drugs 2,018 2,259 +11.9 6,220 6,525 ' 4.9 
Photographic Equipment and Supplies 348 399 '14.7 1,113 1,196 7.3 

	

11. 	Men's Clothing ................................ 

13. Boys' Clothing and Furnishings .......... 

	

14. 	Men's and Boys' Shoes 	..................... 

1,587 1,657 + 4.4 8,454 8083 4 1.5 
19. 	Linens and Domestics 	..................... 2,911 + 6.9 9,417 9,729 + 3.3 

	

18. 	Piece Goods ................................... 

	

20. 	Smaliwares 	.................................... 
.2,723 

1,348 + 8.2 5,148 5,581 + 8.4 
1,117 

.. 

1450 4 3.0 8,903 8,785 - 1.3 
Home Furnishings ........................... 5,530 5,668 + 	2.5 24,386 26,371 + 8.1 

1. ,246 

6,711 7,114 + 6.0 16,111 18,087 +12.3 Furniture ........................................... 
5,731 

.. 

6,505 +13.5 14,383 159498 + 7.8 MajorAppliances .............................. 
Radio and Music ............................ 2. ,100 1,973 - 6.0 7020 8 9 285 +13.2 

21. China and Glassware 	....................... 

6,883 7,140 ' 3.7 21,537 22,555 1 47 
1,289 1,335 + 3.6 7,243 7,791 ' 	7.6 

26. Hardware and Housewares ................. 

28. Sporting Goods and Luggage .............. 3,821 4021 '13.1 13,913 15,120 + 8.7 
27. 	Jewellery ....................................... 

Stationery, Books and Magazines ........ 1,086 
. 

19136 + 4.6 4,686 4,942 + 5.5 
All OtherDepartments ...................... .7,340 

. 
7,978 + 8.7 12,692 12,626 -0.5 
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