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RETAIL TRADE 

Retail sales in Canada during March 1958 were estimated to be $1,194,753,000 

an increase of 1.17. over sales of $1,181,703,000 in the same month last year. Cumu-

lative sales for the first three months of 1958 were $3,302,279,000 up 2.8% over 

sales of $3,211,497,000 in 1957. These and other estimates contained in this bulle-

tin are not adjusted for seasonal variations, price changes or number of shopping 

days, 

Total Retail Trade in Canada 

Period 1957 1958 7. Change 
$'OOO $000 1958/1957 

January 1,030,036 1,091,304 + 5.9 
February 999,758 1,016,222 + 	1,6 
March 1,181,703 1,194,753 + 	1.1 

Total 3,211,497 3,302,279 + 2.8 

Five of the seven regions in Canada showed increased sales in March this 

year when compared with the same month a year ago. In Alberta sales were down 4.47. 

and in British Columbia 0.27. for the month. Manitoba and Saskatchewan with in-

creases of 4.07. and 2.47. registered the largest gains followed by the Atlantic Pro-

vinces 2.07. Ontario 1.97. and Quebec 1.27. For the three-month period this year all 

provinces showed sales gains over 1957; Saskatchewan was up 6.6% for the largest in-

crease and the other provinces ranged downward to a low of 0.87. in Alberta. 

In March, fourteen of the eighteen specified trades as well as the miscel-

laneous category showed greater sales this year. Some of the largest gains were in 
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the clothing classifications, caused mainly 

by the early date of Easter in 1958. Variety 

stores increased 7.87, grocery and cotnbina-

tion stores 6.1% and department stores 6,07.. 

Motor vehicle dealers' sales were down 7.6% 

with all provinces contributing to the de-

crease except Saskatchewan, where sales were 

up 3.570. 



2. 

Percentage 	in Selected Retail Trades 

January to March 1958 over January to March 1957 

Chains and Independents 

Canada 

All Stores Chains Independents 

Grocery and Combination + 8.3 + 11.8 + 5,5 

Family Clothing 	.............. + 4,2 + 8.9 + 3.2 

Women's Clothing ............ + 8.9 + 6.7 + 9.6 

Shoe 	......................... + 11.2 + 15,6 + 8.5 

Lumber and Building Material + 6.8 + 5.0 + 7,1 

Furniture, Appliance and Radio + 1.1 + 4,6 + 0.2 

Restaurant 	................... - 0.2 - 4.2 + 0.,1 

Drug 	......................... + 7.1 + 5.8 + 7,3 

Jewellery 	.................... - 0,7 + 1,3 - 1.7 
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4 	EstImated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

March, 1958 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .................... 

2 Grocery & Combination .......................... 
3 Other Food & Beverage 

	

4 
	

General........................................................ 

	

5 
	

Department.................................................. 

	

6 
	

Variety........................................................ 

	

7 
	

Motor Vehicle.............................................. 
8 Garage & Filling Station ........................ 

	

9 
	

Men's Clothing .......................................... 

	

10 
	

FamilyClothing ........................................ 

	

11 
	

Women's Clothing...................................... 

	

12 
	

Shoe.............................................................. 

	

13 
	

Hardware...................................................... 

	

14 
	

Lumber & Building Material .................. 
15 Furniture, Appliance & Radio .............. 

	

16 
	

Restaurant .................................................. 

	

17 
	

Fuel.............................................................. 

	

18 
	

Drug.............................................................. 

	

19 
	

Jewellery .................................................... 

	

20 
	

Miscellaneous ............................................ 

	

21 
	

TOTAL, ALL TRADES ...................... 

22 Grocery & Combination ............................ 
23 Other Food & Beverage........................ 

	

24 
	

General........................................................ 

	

25 
	

Department.................................................. 

	

26 
	

Variety.......................................................... 

	

27 
	

Motor Vehicle.............................................. 
28 Garage & Filling Station ........................ 

	

29 
	

Men's Clothing .......................................... 

	

30 
	

FamilyClothing ........................................ 

	

31 
	

Women's Clothing ...................................... 

	

32 
	

Shoe.............................................................. 

	

33 
	

Hardware...................................................... 
34 Lumber & Building Material .................. 
35 Furniture, Appliance & Radio................ 

	

36 
	

Restaurant.................................................. 

	

37 
	

Fuel.............................................................. 

	

38 
	

Drug.............................................................. 

	

39 
	

Jewellery 	.................................................... 

	

40 
	

Miscellaneous............................................. 

(in thousands of dollars) 

All Stores 	j Chain 

Canada 

11947J 230,007 

254,429 114,929 
86,059 43,625 
42,068 3,225 
99,893 - 

20,654 17,455 
223 9 276 1,563 
69,098 610 

	

16,815 
	

2,106 

	

15,902 
	

2,717 

	

21,409 
	

4,675 

	

10,826 
	

4,510 

	

20,081 
	

2,844 

	

28,743 
	

3,583 

	

44,475 	,331 

	

41,205 
	

2,872 

	

31,760 
	

283 

	

29,526 
	

3,611 

	

7,782 
	

2,647 

	

130,752 
	

9,414 

Manitoba 

8,266 

	

10,007 	4,018 

	

2,558 
	

1,586 

	

3,534 
	

(a) 
8,827 

	

522 
	

510 
11,969 

	

2,518 
	

(a) 

	

756 
	

(a) 

	

611 
	

(a) 

	

497 
	

117 

	

255 	70 

	

1,119 
	

(a) 

	

2,112 
	

358 

	

1,730 i 	290 

	

2,379 
	

183 
577 

	

1,470 
	

(a) 

	

338 
	

(a) 

	

9,130 
	

374 

	

Independent 	AU Stores 

Atlantic 

	

964,753 	95,057 

	

139,500 
	

22,990 

	

42,434 
	

6,818 

	

38,843 
	

9,097 

	

99,893 
	

7,631 

	

3,199 
	

1,945 

	

221,713 
	

16,457 

	

68,487 
	

5,140 

	

14,709 
	

903 

	

13, 185 
	

2,231 

	

16 3,734 
	

1,086 

	

6,316 
	

814 

	

17,236 
	

1,637 

	

25,159 
	

939 

	

35,144 
	

3,448 

	

38,333 
	

1,768 

	

31,478 
	

1,746 

	

25,914 
	

2,100 

	

5,135 
	

485 

	

121,341 	7,822 

Saskatchewan 

	

52,643 
	

66,012 

	

5,988 
	

10,039 

	

972 	j,622 

	

(a) 
	

5,916 

	

8,827 
	

5,072 

	

13 
	

712 

	

11,969 
	

15,178 

	

(a) 
	

4,043 

	

(a) 
	

604 

	

(a) 
	

624 

	

360 
	

595 

	

185 
	

251 

	

(a) 
	

2,228 

	

1,754 
	

1,829 

	

1,440 
	

1,674 

	

2,195 
	

2,387 

	

577 
	

494 

	

(a) 
	

1,659 

	

(a) 
	

451 

	

8,756 
	

9,634 

(a) Indicates figures withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but are included in the totals. Any slight 
differences between the totals and their components are due to the rounding of the figures. 



Fstimatrd Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - fly Provinces and Kinds of Business 

March, 1958 

(in thousands of dollars) 

Independent I All Stores All sores j Chain  

Quebec 

286696J 48,2297 

70,741 24,179 
23,963 7,041 
6,277 794 

17,992 - 

5,527 4,664 
50,322 - 

15,378 188 
4,568 438 
6 3,1281 1,509 
6,449 1 2 222 
2,898 1,366 
3,644' (a) 
6,768. (a) 

12,995' 2,630 
9,922, 747 
8,853 - 

6,107' 447 
1,808 439 

26,356 1,706 

Alberta 

92,5801 14,606 1 

Chain 	Independent j No. 

Ontario 

109,798 

61,292 
19,560 

435 

8,139 
(a) 
(a) 
1,221 

762 
2,410 
2,383 

575 
443 

4,046 
1,077 
(a) 
1,630 
1,290 
3,999 

ritish Columbia 

25,692 1 

	

Chain 	Independent 

Provinces 

	

15,453 	79,604 

	

5,460 
	

17 $ 30 
(a) 
	

(a) 

	

825 
	

8,272 
7,631 

	

1,831 
	

114 
(a) 
	

(a) 
(a) 
	

(a) 
(a) 
	

(a) 
(a) 
	

(a) 

	

127 
	

959 
(a) 
	

(a) 
(a) 
	

(a) 
939 

	

672 
	

2,777 

	

72 
	

1,696 
1,746 

	

202 
	

1,897 

	

120 
	

365 

	

358 
	

7,464 

Saskatchewan 

	

7,957 	58,055 

	

238,467 
	

460,120 

	

46,563 
	

101,999 

	

16,922 
	

33,348 

	

5,483 
	

8,424 

	

17,992 
	

32,880 

	

863 
	

9,920 

	

50,322 
	

78,244 

	

15,190 
	

30,914 

	

4,130 
	

6,875 

	

4,619 
	

4,811 

	

5,227 
	

8,800 

	

1,532 
	

5,084 
(a) 
	

6,804 
(a) 
	

10,657 

	

10,365 
	

17,963 

	

9,175 
	

16,867 

	

8,853 
	

17,387 

	

5,661 
	

12,606 

	

1,368 
	

3,236 

	

24,650 
	

53,301 

	

77,974 
	

133375 

	

350,322 
	

1 

	

40,707 
	

2 

	

13,788 
	

3 

	

7,988 
	

4 

	

32,880 
	

5 

	

1,781 
	

6 
(a) 
	

7 
(a) 
	

8 

	

5,654 
	

9 
4,049 10 

	

6,390 
	

11 

	

2,701 
	

12 

	

6,229 
	

13 

	

10,214 
	

14 

	

13,917 
	

15 

	

15,790 
	

16 
(a) 
	

17 

	

10,976 
	

18 

	

1,947 
	

19 
49,303 20 

107,683 21 

2,661 7 0 378 
1,479 1 9 143 
(a) (a) 

- 5,072 
635 77 

- 15,178 
(a) (a) 
(a) (a) 
(a) (a) 

138 457 
82 169 

(a) (a) 
921 908 
382 1,292 

35 2 $ 52 
- 494 

(a) (a) 
137 314 
333 9,301 

15,517 
5,459 
4,611 

11 ,003 
972 

20,521 
4,916 
1,587 

899 
1,745 

558 
2,798 
2,575 
3,326 
3,614 

66 
2,250 

473 
9,690 

6,676 
3,167 
(a) 

853 

(a) 
(a) 

103 
170 
202 

(a) 
1,061 

420 
140 

287 
221 
454 

8,841 
2,292 
(a) 

11,003 
119 

20,521 
(a) 
(a) 

796 
1,575 

357 
(a) 
1,514 
2,907 
3,474 

66 
1,963 

251 
9,236 

23,136 
11,291 
4,210 

16,488 
1,056 

30,584 
6,188 
1,522 

598 
2,236 

966 
1,851 
3,862 
3,338 
4,268 
2,638 
3,333 

992 
14,818 

10,642 
6,863 

593 

822 

(a) 
(a) 
(a) 

470 
243 

(a) 
506 
890 
618 

(a) 
873 
330 

2 0 190 

12,494 
4,428 23 
3,617 24 

16,488 25 
234 
	

C) 

30,584 27 
(a) 
	

28 
(a) 
	

29 
(a) 
	

30 
1,766 
	

31 
723 32 

(a) :33 
3,357 34 
2,447 35 
3,650 36 
(a) 37 
2,460 38 

661 39 
12,629 40 



Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Ch&nges) 

March 1958 Over March 1957 

KIND OF BUSINZS OR STORE CANADA Quebec Ontario Manitoba chewan Alberta Ca 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. + 1.1 + 2.0 + 1.2 + 1.9 + 4.0 + 2.4 - 	4.4 - 0.2 

+ 

. 

6.1 + 6.2 + 6.1 + 6.2 + 0.5 + 8.4 + 	8.0 + 6.0 Grocery & Combination ...................

Other Food & Beverage 	.............. + 2.6 + 0.7 + 5.1 + 3.1 + 2.3 + 0.9 - 	0.8 - 0.6 

General 	.................................................. + 

.. 

1.5 + 1.8 + 0.6 + 4.5 - 6.1 + 11.1 - 	1.6 - 4.9 

Department 	........................................ + 6.0 + 4.0 + 4.3 + 8.5 + 5.1 + 5.7 + 	8.4 + 2.8 

Variety 	................................................ + 

.. 

7.8 + 9.0 + 7.5 + 8.2 + 16.5 + 3.2 + 	1.1 + 10.5 

Motor Vehicle 	.................................... 

.. 

7.6 - 2.9 - 10.3 7.7 - 0.5 + 3.5 - 	18.1 - 4.5 

1.3 - 3.3 + 2.8 + 2.9 + 23.5 - 5.2 - 	9.5 + 0.5 Garage & Filling Station ...................

Men's 	Clothing .................................. .. + 1.3 + 5.0 - 0.9 + 4.2 + 5.6 2.4 - 	1.3 - 4.7 

4.9 + 13.5 + 4.3 + 5.5 + 9.9 + 3.8 - 	5.1 - 8.4 Family Clothing ................................. 

+ 

.

+ 

0.1 + 18.8 + 12.7 + 12.4 + 12.2 + 3.3 - 	1.7 + 2.1 iomen's Clothing 	............................. 

...................................................... + 10.2 + 14.3 + 16.1 + 10.1 + 19.2 + 5.9 - 	9.1 + 3.4 

lardware .............................................. 

.. 

+ 2.2 + 8.5 + 2.5 - 0.5 4.5 + 6.4 - 	3.1 + 15.7 

Lumber& Building Material .......... 

. 

+ 4.2 - 0.3 + 2.7 + 10.6 + 3.0 + 4.4 - 14.1 + 6.5 

'urniture, Appliance & Radio ........ 

. 

+ 0.8 + 6.6 + 5.8 - 4.2 + 21.7 + 7.2 + 	8.2 - 12.4 

lestaurant 	.......................................... 

. 

- 1.5 - 8.2 - 1.8 + 0.4 + 7.5 - 3.7 - 	0.7 - 8.3 .. 

- 8.9 - 10.4 - 8.9 - 7.6 - 9.7 - 10.0 + 26.9 - 15.7 uel 	........................................................ 

5.6 + 6.9 + 4.9 + 57 + 7.1 + 2.7 + 	3.9 + 7.4 )rug 	.......................................................+ 

ewellery 	............................................ - 1.2 + 4.3 + 2.7 - 4.0 + 3.0 - 4.7 - 	4.4 - 3.7 

liscellaneous .................................... . 	

.. 

+ 1.8 - 2.1 + 2.5 + 4.3 + 9.6 - 6.3 - 	7.2 + 2.1 



Estimated Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

January to March 1958 

(In thousands of dollars) 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA AtI anti C Quebec Ontario Manitoba chewan Alberta Columbia 

3,302,279 254,968 785,067 1,290,484 161,453 176,046 264,623 369,632 TOTAL, ALL TRADES ............. 

Grocery& Combination .................. ..725,718 65,046 202,625 293 2 257 28,994 27,354 43,480 64 0 963 Other Food & Beverage 239,053 19,519 67,165 91,508 7,362 7,323 15,272 30,906 
General 	.............................................. 117,723 24,596 18,337 24,206 9,803 16,202 13,361 11,219 

19,666 45,311 86,305 23,377 13,492 30,007 45,690 Department...........................................263,849 
.. 

4,941 14,021 25,381 1,355 1,914 2,726 3,035 Variety 	...............................................53,372 
Motor 	Vehicle ..................................... 578,842 39,543 128,808 204,638 27,077 36,898 58,652 83,224 
Garage & Filling Station ................ 200,562 13,721 45,351 89,360 6,981 10,221 15,984 18,942 
Men's 	Clothing .................................. 49,480 2,648 11,953 21,064 2,031 1,781 4,796 5,208 
Family Clothing ................................ 40,449 5,500 14,424 12,447 1,631 1,671 2,752 2,023 

54,725 2,963 14,913 23,161 1,242 1 2 652 4,824 5,969 
28,009 1,997 6,862 13,501 625 666 1 1 535 2 9 822 
52,938 3,878 9,124 18,413 3 0 125 5,871 7,901 4,625 

Women's 	Clothing 	............................... 

Lumber & Building Material 80,110 

... 

2,894 16,505 30,412 6,320 6,198 8,339 9,441 

Shoe 	....................................................... 
Hardware 	............................................... 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio 128,252 

... 

9 2 363 35,677 51,415 5,802 5,008 10,769 10 9 215 
115,774 

..85,888 

4,959 28,763 46,684 6 9 688 6,244 10,150 12 2 284 Restaurant ............................................ 
Fuel 	..................................................... 118,499 5,000 32 9 891 67,614 2,544 1,634 222 8,596 

5,978 17 9 878 36,760 4,268 4,831 6,535 9,639 Drug 	....................................................... 
22,232 1,506 4,961 9,376 958 1,181 1,384 2 9 867 Jewellery ...............................................

Miscellaneous 	................................... 346,804 21,250 69,498 144,982 21,270 25,905 25 2 934 37,964 



Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

January to March 1958 Over January to March 1957 

lUND OF BUSINS OR STORE CANADA Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta Cia 

% 

TOTAL, ALLTRADES .............. + 2.8 + 3.0 + 2.1 + 	3.0 + 5.5 + 6.6 + 0.8 + 2.3 

+ 

. 

8.3 + 7.5 + 6.9 + 	9.6 + 5.6 + 9.5 + 8.6 + 7.7 Grocery & Combination ...................

Other Food & Beverage 	.............. + 3.1 + 0.6 + 2.6 + 	4.5 + 6.9 + 4.6 + 3.1 + 0.5 

General ........................ + 

.. 

2.4 + 1.6 + 1.9 + 	5.2 - 4.6 + 11.0 + 3.8 - 6.6 

Department 	........................................ + 5.8 + 5.0 + 2.7 + 	4.9 + 7.1 + 7.2 + 11.5 + 6.2 

+ 

.. 

6.7 + 8.4 5.5 + 	6.5 + 17.0 + 4.2 + 5.9 + 10.2 

44 + 2.5 - 6.7 - 	6.6 + 0.4 + 6.2 - 9.2 - 0.2 

Variety 	................................................. 

Garage & Filling Station ................ + 3.0 - 1.4 + 5.4 + 	4.6 + 11.8 - 5.6 - 6.6 + 4.3 

Motor Vehicle 	.....................................- 

+ 

. 

1.8 + 3.5 - 1.9 + 	3.7 + 4.5 + 4.8 + 4.4 - 1.6 Men's 	Clothing ................................... 

Family Clothing ................................. + 4.2 + 6.1 - 0.1 + 	8.1 + 9.5 + 5.3 + 8.2 - 2.5 

+ 8.9 + 14.6 + 6.9 + 11.5 4  10.9 + 8.5 + 3.5 + 5.7 Nomen's Clothing 	............................. 

+ 11.2 + 14.5 4  13.7 + 10.5 + 17.7 + 17.7 + 2.5 '. 8.9 ...................................................

lardware .............................................. 	. + 4.8 + 4.2 + 1.8 + 	1.3 - 2.1 + 16.44 7.7 + 12.7 

+ 6.84 6.3 4  3.0 + 	11.1 + 4.7 4  3.5 - 2.3 + 12.9 Lumber& Building Material ........... 

'urniture, Appliance & Radio ........ 1.1 + 10.3 + 6.0 - 	6.7 + 14.8 + 8.5 4  10.2 + 0.7 

(estaurant 	.......................................... - 0.2 - 8.5 + 0.1 + 	0.3 + 10.0 - 1.84 1.0 - 4.5 

.+ 

.. 

4.5 - 23.2 - 3.9 + 	2.2 - 9.5 - 17.9 - 6.7 - 29.6 'uel 	.......................................................- 

)rug 	...................................................... + 7.1 + 9.3 + 6.2 + 	7.4 + 7.1 + 4,7 + 5.9 + 8.5 . 

0.7 + 9.5 - 1.4 - 	3.9 + 4.4 - 3.0 + 3.7 + 4.2 rewellery 	.............................................- 

liscellaneous .................................... . + 3.0 - 2.1 + 2.7 + 	2.1 4  11.5 + 10.9 - 3.2 4  5.9 



Percentage Changes In Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

March 1958 Over February 1958 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta Columbia 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. + 17.6 + 23.5 + 17.5 + 16.0 + 23.4 + 24.7 + 13.5 + 16.3 

Grocery& Combination .................. + 

. 

11.0 + 10.0 + 10.6 + 10.2 + 8.5 + 17.3 + 13.1 + 13.2 

Other Food& Beverage 	.............. + 

.. 

12.6 + 12.6 + 9.1 + 15.1 + 4.9 + 12.5 + 13.6 + 14.3 

General ................................................ + 14.9 + 23.2 + 13.8 + 9.2 + 11.3 + 18.3 + 6.6 + 20.1 

+ 

.. 

27.0 + 23.1 + 32.9 + 26.8 + 26.3 + 21.5 + 26.6 + 25.4 Department 	......................................... 

+ 

. 

28.7 + 26.1 + 36.4 + 30.3 + 32.2 + 14.7 + 15.0 + 7.4 Variety 	................................................. 

Motor Vehicle 	..................................... + 27.8 + 45.4 + 22.0 + 29.5 + 60.7 + 45.6 + 14.9 + 17.5 

+ 5.7 + 26.8 + 5.7 + 6.0 + 11.6 + 44.3 - 17.9 - 5.7 

+ 24.7 + 5.6 + 51.5 + 23.1 + 29.0 + 18.9 + 32.9 - 12.8 

Garage & Filling Station .................

Men's Clothing ...................................

Family Clothing ................................ + 53.1 + 53.9 + 74.6 + 49.4 + 37.3 + 44.4 + 3.8 + 28.6 .. 

+ 54.0 + 37.5 + 75.6 + 50.1 + 74.4 + 57.8 + 58.1 + 23.4 Women's Clothing 	............................. 

hoe 	........................................................ + 55.8 + 52.4 + 63.6 + 59.9 + 99.2 + 51.2 + 40.2 + 25.5 

[lardware................................................ + 26.4 + 42.8 + 28.8 + 25.0 + 15.0 + 33.7 + 14.4 + 33.5 

Lumber& Building Material .......... + 20.4 + 0.6 + 42.5 + 22.0 + 2.6 - 5.6 + 7.1 + 26.7 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio ........ . + 13.2 + 30.5 + 18.0 + 17.6 + 5.7 - 1.2 - 12.3 + 2.7 

+ 15,2 + 20.7 + 8.9 + 195 + 12.6 + 30.9 + 14.1 + 7,9 F{estaurant 	............................................ 

24.1 + 11.8 - 26.0 - 27.6 - 39.1 - 21.5 - 2.9 - 0.4 

Drug 	...................................................... 	.. 

.. 

+ 9.3 + 11.6 + 7.4 + 10.0 + 9.4 + 9.6 + 9.3 + 8.5 

Fuel 	........................................................ 

Jewellery 	............................................ + 11.8 - 1.2 + 20.9 + 7.4 + 16.2 + 24.6 + 11.6 + 11.2 

liscellaneous ..................................... 

.. 

+ 26.2 + 35.8 + 29.6 + 19.9 + 38.0 + 22.0 + 30.1 + 33.2 
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