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RETAIL TRADE 

Retail sales as contained in this monthly report are estimates subject to revi-
sion on an annual basis; they are not adjusted for price changes, seasonal variations 
or number of shopping days. 

Total Retail Trade in Canada 

Period 

First Quarter ............ 
April . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 0 ...... 
May ............. ......... 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1958 
$ , 000 

3,312,027 
1,277,912 
1,397,542 

5,987,481 

1959 
$ 1 000 

3,493,307 
1,351,743  
1,437, 534 

6,282,584 

% Change 
1959/ 1958 

+ 5.5 
+ 5.8 
+ 2.9 

+ 4.9 

Estimated Retail Trade - by Provinces and Kinds of Business 

January to May 1959 

(in millions of dollars) 

Kind of business 	Canada 	Que. 	Ont. 	Man. Sask. Alta. B.C. 

Total, all trades ............ 	6,283 	514 	1,487 2,434 	312 	361 	512 	662 

Grocery & combination ...... 1,303 125 366 521 46 47 79 119 
Other food & beverage 425 35 120 170 14 14 26 47 
General 	. ............. 238 55 37 46 19 36 24 22 
Department 505 35 86 169 45 25 58 86 
Variety 	.................... 108 10 30 49 3 4 6 6 
Motor vehicle 	.............. 1,183 102 250 426 61 91 112 141 
Garage & filling station 384 29 87 167 14 20 31 37 
Men's 	clothing 	............. 90 5 23 39 3 3 8 9 
Family 	clothing 	.. ......... 80 11 29 23 3 4 6 4 
Women's 	clothing 	.......... 103 5 29 44 3 3 8 Il 
Shoe 	....................... 5b 4 15 26 1 2 3 5 
Hardware 	............... 111 7 23 38 7 12 16 8 
Lumber & building material 172 6 36 61 15 16 20 19 
Furniture, appliance & radio 220 15 63 85 11 8 20 18 
Restaurant 206 9 53 85 10 11 18 20 
Fuel 	....................... 167 9 48 89 5 2 1 14 
Drug 	....................... 158 12 33 67 8 9 12 17 
Jewellery 	.................. 44 3 9 20 2 2 3 5 
Miscellaneous 	.............. 729 39 151 309 42 53 61 74 

NOTE: Totals may not balance due to rounding. 



Estimated Retail Trade - Chain and Independent - By Provinces and hinds of Business 

May, 1959 

(in thousands of dollars) 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE 	All Stores 	Chain 	L Independent 	All Stores 

Canada 	 Atlantic 

1 
	

TOTAL, ALL TRADES ........ 	1,437,534 	277,805 
	

1,159,729 	124,183 

2 

285,578 130,242 155,336 27,587 
96,166 48,950 47,215 7,690 
58,483 3,958 54,526 14,545 

117,605 - 117,605 8,993 
26,937 22,746 4,191 2,643 

277,333 2,544 274,789 26,985 
84,572 530 84,043 6,941 
19,990 2,460 17,530 1,118 
19,558 4,025 15,533 2,Q83 
25,422 7,830 17,592 1,220 
15,277 6,867 I 	8,411 1,060 
30,742 4,063 26,679 1,924 
47,422 8,707 38,715 1,656 
48,162 11,656 36,507 3,754 
45,456 3,002 42,454 2,111 
15,595 	1 255 15,340 790 
32,975 4,235 28,741 2,400 
10,187 3,682 6,506 671 

180,074 12,053 168,016 9,112 

Manitoba [Saskatchewan 

71,419 	f1l61,066 ,353 80,835 

9,887 4,155 5,732 9,410 
3,145 2,062 1,083 3,007 
4,067 (a) (a) 8,696 

10,163 - 10,163 5,569 
649 623 26 851 

14,927 - 14,927 20,169 
2,877 (a) (a) 4,916 

645 (a) (a) 647 
816 106 710 853 
640 172 468 792 
393 	1 124 269 450 

1,815 (a) (a) 2,869 
4,263 875 3,389 4,482 
1,999 706 1,294 1,570 
2,090 219 1,872 2,279 

489 - 489 168 
1,666 (a) (a) 1,882 

510 (a) (a) 546 
10,378 379 9,999 11,679 

2 Grocery & Combination .......................... 
3 Other Food & Beverage 

	

4 
	

General........................................................ 

	

5 
	

Department .................................................. 
6 
	

Variety........................................................ 

	

7 
	

MotorVehicle.............................................. 
8 Garage & Filling Station ........................ 

	

9 
	

Men's Clothing .......................................... 

	

10 
	

Family Clothing ........................................ 

	

Ii 
	

Women's Clothing ...................................... 

	

12 
	

Shoe.............................................................. 

	

13 
	

Hardware ...................................................... 

	

14 
	

Lumber & Building Material .................. 
15 Furniture, Appliance & Radio .............. 

	

16 
	

Restaurant 	.................................................. 

	

17 
	

Fue l .............................................................. 

	

18 
	

Drug.............................................................. 

	

19 
	

Jewe lle ry .................................................... 

	

20 
	Miscellaneous ............................................ 

21 
	

TOTAL, ALL TRADES ..................... 

22 Grocery & Combination ............................ 
23 Other Food & Beverage........................ 
24 
	

General........................................................ 
25 
	

Department.................................................. 
26 
	

Variety.......................................................... 
27 
	

MotorVehicle.............................................. 
28 Garage & Filling Station ........................ 
29 
	

Men's Clothing .......................................... 
30 
	

Family Clothing ........................................ 
31 
	

Women's Clothing ...................................... 
32 
	

Shoe.............................................................. 
33 
	

Hardware...................................................... 
34 Lumber & Building Material .................. 
35 Furniture, Appliance & Radio................ 
36 
	

Res taurant.................................................. 
37 
	

F uel.............................................................. 
38 
	

Drug.............................................................. 
39 
	

Jewellery 	.................................................... 
40 
	Miscellaneous............................................. 

(a) Indicates figures withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but are included In the totals. Any slight 
dlfferces between the totals and their components are due to the rounding of the figures. 



01 

I -t n' H! 	• I uI 1 r.uln - ( hain •tI1(I Independent - By Provinces and Kinds of 8usiness 

May, 1959 
in thousands of dollars) 

Chain 	Independent 	All Stores 	Chain 	I Independent I  All Stores 	Chain 	Independent jNo. 

Provinces Quebec I Ontario 

20,043 104,140 347,394 59,910 287,484 551,421 1 129,411 422,010 1 

6,443 21,144 81,764 27,800 53,964 113,086 68,088 44,998 2 

(a) (a) 26,643 7,927 18,716 39,667 23,110 16,557 3 
1,248 13,296 9,703 681 9,022 11,072 567 10,504 j 

- 8,993 21,005 21,005 39,792 - 39,792 3 
2,395 249 8,291 7,139 1 	1,153 11,875 9,765 2,110 6 
2,544 24,441 58,635 58,635 100,091 (a) (a) 7 

(a) (a) 19,026 (a) (a) 36,310 (a) (a) 8 
(a) (a) 5,704 466 5,238 8,280 1,777 6,503 9 
321 2,662 7,465 1,968 5,497 5,338 1,131 4,207 1) 
198 1,022 7,148 2,054 5,094 11,121 3,940 7,181 11 
(a) (a) 4,440 2,123 2,316 6,974 3,565 3,409 12 
(a) (a) 7,182 867 6,316 10,881 856 10,025 j3 

- 1,656 10,382 (a) (a) 16,733 1,946 14,788 14 
944 2,810 14,864 3,730 11,134 18,302 4,514 13,788 15 

62 2,048 11,878 694 11,184 18,826 1,154 17,672 16 
- 790 3,341 - I 	3,341 8,960 (a) (a) 17 

222 2,178 6,415 	i 472 5,942 14,249 1,922 12,327 18 
190 480 2,110 600 1,511 4,577 1,696 2,881 19 
325 8,787 41,398 2,940 38,458 75,287 5,154 70,132 20 

/ 
Saskatchewan Alberta 1ritish Columbia 

10,267 70,568 113,621 19,743 93,878 148,659 28,076 120,583 21 

2,555 6,855 17,891 8,238 9,653 25,954 12,963 12,991 22 
1,833 1,174 5,617 3,553 2,064 10,396 5,792 4,605 23 

(a) (a) 5,221 (a) (a) 5,180 759 4,420 24 
- 5,569 12,323 - 12,323 19,760 - 19,760 25 

728 123 1,286 1,055 231 1,340 1,041 300 26 
- 20,169 24,296 - 24,296 32,229 - 32,229 27 

(a) (a) 6,430 (a) (a) 8,071 164 7,907 28 
(a) (a) 1,640 (a) (a) 1,955 (a) (a) 29 
(a) (a) 1,262 236 1,026 841 (a) (a) :3() 
202 590 1,951 455 1,496 2,550 808 1,741 31 
169 281 824 371 453 1,137 272 864 32 
(a) (a) 3,993 (a) (a) 2,076 (a) (a) 33 

2,372 2,110 5,693 2,641 3,052 4,213 434 3,778 34 
390 1,180 3,949 555 3,394 3,725 818 2,907 35 

33 2,246 3,567 150 3,417 4,705 690 4,015 36 
- 168 84 - 84 1,764 195 1,569 :37 

(a) (a) 2,685 380 2,305 3,678 972 2,706 38 
215 330 I 	606 369 236 1,168 465 704 39 
408 11,270 14 2 303 569 13,734 17,917 2,279 15,638 to 



Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

May 1959 Over May 1958 
1 

KND OF BUSINFS OR STORE CANADA Quebec Ontario Manitoba 

+ 2.9 + 3.3 + 3.4 + 3.7 + 4.9 - 0.9 - 0.3 + 1.8 

+ 0.8 + 3.1 + 3.1 + 0.9 -11.3 - 	8.4 - 0.8 + 1.4 Grocery& Combination .................... 

Other Food& Beverage 	.............. 
- 0.1 - 3.3 + 3.3 - 0.9 + 7.8 + 4.8 + 6.3 - 	8.7 

.. 	................................................ - 0.7 + 0.8 + 6.1 - 	3.1 - 	3.6 - 0.4 - 6.0 - 3.4 

TOTAL, ALLTRADES.. ............ 

+ 4.8 - 0.4 + 3.8 + 9.7 + 6.5 + 2.1 - 3.0 + 4.3 

+ 2.9 + 6.0 + 8.1 + 1.1 - 4.7 - 5.4 - 	1.9 - 3.8 

+10.1 

. 

+12.6 + 3.2 +14.6 +15.5 + 6.8 + 6.2 +10.8 

- 	1.8 + 1.5 - 	1.2 - 2.3 + 2.3 - 7.6 - 9.4 + 5.9 

+ 2.6 - 2.5 + 9.4 + 4.7 - 3.6 - 8.4 - 9.7 - 3.4 

Variety 	................................................. 

Men's Clothing 	.............................. 

+ 3.1 + 3.0 + 8.1 + 2.1 + 0.9 - 7.3 - 4.5 - 5.3 

Department 	...................................... ... 

Garage & Filling Station ................. 

Women's Clothing 	............................. + 3.5 

. 

- 	1.9 + 4.9 + 9.0 + 7.9 - 0.6 - 8.3 - 8.6 

Motor Vehicle ..................................... 

Shov 	....................................... + 9.8 + 3,9 +18.0 +13.9 - 0.5 - 0.4 - 7.2 -10.3 

Pamily Clothing .................................. 

Hardware .............................................. (c) + 0.7 + 4.2 - 0.8 + 1.3 - 5.3 + 0.8 - 5.3 

- 	1.2 + 0.4 + 6.3 - 9.3 + 3.0 - 4.9 +19.2 - 5.8 

+ 1.8 - 	1.1 + 1.7 + 0.4 + 8.7 +14.3 + 6.8 - 	1.1 Furniture, Appliance & Radio......... 

estaurant 	........... .............. .- ............ - 1.4 + 9.4 + 0.6 - 0.8 - 	2.1 - 7.4 - 9.0 - 3.3 

- 	2.2 - 1.2 -24.2 + 0.9 +43.4 + 4.3 +40.0 +35.8 

Lumber& Building Material ........... 

+ 4.8 + 6.6 + 0.1 + 5.1 + 6.4 +12.2 + 9.3 + 3.4 

Fuel 	....................................................... 

Drug ....................................................... 

- 	1.9 

. 

- 4.4 - 0.2 - 4.3 + 4.7 - 0.2 + 9.0 - 	1.8 Jewellery 	............................................. 

Miscellaneous ..................................... + 2.3 - 3•5 + 6.1 + 4.2 +14.4 - 	5.2 8.0 - 	2.3 

(c) Unchanged. 



Percentage Changes in Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 	
5 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

January to May 1959 Over January to May 1958 

KiND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA Atlantic Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta British 

TOTAL 1  ALLTRADES .............. 4.9 + 5.1 + 3.8 + 5.3 + 6.8 + 6.0 + 6.9 + 3.1 .+ 

3.2 + 5.5 + 4.0 + 3.7 - 7.6- 2.6 + 1.3 + 5.1 Grocery& Combination ...................+ 

+ 3.0 + 1.6 + 3.8 + 2.8 + 7.2 + 5.8 + 7.2 - 1.2 Other Food& Beverage 	................ 

... 	............................................... + 3.8 + 4.2 + 5.3 + 1.1 + 4,9 + 5.1 + 2.8 + 4,5 

Department 	........................................ + 

. 

5.4 - 0.9 + 3.1+ 7.0 + 7.1+ 4.9 + 8.4 + 4.7 .. 

2.8 + 2.8 + 3.0 + 2.5 + 1.8 + 0.6 + 3.7 + 4.5 Variety 	.................................................+ 

105 + 12.3 + 4.4 + 13.2 + 154 + 15.0 + 14.7 + 5.3 Motor Vehicle .....................................+ 

Garage& Filling Station ................ + 1.9 + 3.7 + 3.7 0.4 + 10.8 + 0.7 + 4.3 + 3.0 

Alen's Clothing .................................. + 

. 

2.5 - 0.3 + 1.9 + 4.5 + 1.5 - 2.6 - 1.3 + 2.8 

+ 1.3 + 0.3 + 2.0 - 0.5 + 4.7 + 2.6 + 3.4 + 3.0 1'amily Clothing ................................. 

Women's Clothing 	........ . .................. 

.. 

+ 2.4 - 1.7 + 4.0 + 3.1 + 7.4 + 3.9 - 3.4 + 0.3 

Shoe ..................................................... .+ 3.4 2.3 + 6.7 + 3.2 + 2.0 + 6.8 + 6.6 - 3.3 

Hardware .............................................. 

.. 

+ 0.7 - 2.1 + 0.9 - 2.7 + 7.1 + 3.9 + 6.5 - 1.2 

. 

+ 5.8 + 0.3 + 10.6 - 1.3 + 12.9 + 12.2 + 18.1 + 2.3 

Furniture, Appliance & Radio ........ 

.. 

+ 1.8 - 4.9 + 1.8 + 4.7 + 8.4 - 1.2 + 5.0 + 1.2 

Lumber& Building Material ........... 

.. 

0 . 1  + 3.1 (c) + 1.1 + 05 - 0.7 - 1.6 - 4.8 

+ 9.9 + 21.6 + 8.3 + 9.2 + 16.1 - 9.8 + 28.6 + 14,4 

Restaurant 	............................................. 

Fuel 	....................................................... 

+ 5.7 + 8.4 + 4.3 + 5.5 + 6.8 + 8.7 + 7.2 + 4.5 Drug 	....................................................... 

Jewellery 	............................................. + 4.3 - 4.2 + 1.9 + 6.5 + 7.0 + 2.9 + 9.2 + 2.7 

Miscellaneous 	......... ........................... 	. + 5.4 + 4.5 + 3.9 + 6.8 + 12.2 + 6.8 + 5.7 - 1.3 

(c) Unchanged. 



Percentage Changes In Retail Trade - By Provinces and Kinds of Business 

(Without Adjustment for Price Changes) 

May 1959 Over April 1959 

KIND OF BUSINESS OR STORE CANADA 4jX Quebec Ontario Manitoba Alberta Columbia 

TOTAL, ALL TRADES .............. + 6,3 + 9.3 + 9.6 + 7.5 + 3.7 - 	6.1 - 	1.6 + 7.8 

+10.3 + 9.6 +11.7 +10.2 +14.6 - 	2.2 +14.0 + 8.4 

+ 9.9 + 2.5 + 7.4 +15.2 + 7.8 + 8.7 + 6.1 + 6.6 

+15.5 +31.1 +26.1 +15.2 - 	3.1 + 3.8 - 0.2 +17.1 

+ 9.0 + 9.7 +12.2 +10.0 + 9.0 + 1.3 + 0.9 +11.0 

+15.1 +14.9 +32.0 + 9.1 + 8.2 + 4.2 - 	1.7 + 9.8 

- 	2.1 0.7 - 	3.8 + 0.4 + 1.5 17.9 - 8.0 + 8. 

+ 4.4 +22.9 + 3.0 + 5.0 + 4.8 + 4.0 - 5.8 + 	1.0 

+12.9 +16.7 +17.9 +12.8 + 4.7 - 	1.2 - 4.4 +23.1 

Grocery& Combination ................... 

+11.4 +22.8 +14.6 + 5.4 + 8.5 - 	7.4 + 9.2 +17.3 

Other Food& Beverage 	................ 

+13.0 +26.4 + 6.6 +21.2 + 9.4 + 4.2 + 2.4 + 6.0 

Department 	......................................... 

Variety 	................................................. 

+18.2 +18.2 +15.3 +22.6 +11.0 +11.7 +12.0 +14.0 

Motor Vehicle 	..................................... 

Garage & Filling Station ................. 

+23.1 +29.3 +45.5 +39.5 +14.0 - 	8.6 + 1.3 - 	0.1 

Men's Clothing ................................... 

1' amily Clothing ................................. 

+ 22.7 +35.2 +27.8 +24.5 +39.9 +27.4 +20.6 - 	7.7 

Women's Clothing 	............................. 

Shoe 	....................................................... 

+ 0.4 +17.1 + 1.8 + 3.6 -15.0 -11.7 -12.5 - 	3.2 

Hardware ......................................... ...... 

Lumber& Building Material ........... 

+ 5.5 

. 

- 	0.1 + 6.6 +11.2 - 	7.7 - 4.7 -11.1 +11.5 

Furniture,Appliance&Radio......... 

Restaurant 	........................................... 

-36.7 -42.7 -47.6 -34.9 -24.1 -41.7 +64.7 -17.2 

+ 5.7 - 5.4 - 	2.6 + 9.9 + 1.6 + 8.0 + 9.4 +11.8 

Fuel 	....................................................... 

Drug 	....................................................... 

Jewe1ler' 	............................................+20.6 +37.2 +10.0 +21.7 +37.1 +26.4 +16.3 +22.2 

Miscellaneous ....................................+ 6.2 + 2.8 +32.4 + 5,8 - 	9,9 -14.8 -14.9 +10.0 
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E. 
Department Stcwe Sales and Stocks 

May 1958 and May 1959 

These figures are estimates of total department store sales and stocks. 

Stocks are at selling value. 

SALES STOCKS 

Department May May Change April 30 April 30 Change 

1958 1959 1959/58 1958 1959 1959/58 

$'OOO $'OOO $'OOO $'OOO 

TOTAL, ALL DEPARTMENTS ........... 112,185 117,605 + 4.8 309,398 332,491 + 7.5 

4,673 5,467 +17.0 6,788 7,452 + 9.8 
Women's and Misses' Coats and Suits 2,309 2,150 - 	6.9 4,823 5,108 + 5.9 
Women's and Misses' Sportswear 3,596 4,058 +12.8 9,100 9,350 + 2.7 

300 332 +10.7 4,282 4,289 + 0.2 
4,666 5,180 +11.0 14,838 16,082 + 8.4 

1. Women's and Misses' Dresses ............ 

4,445 4,531 + 1.9 11,259 12,172 + 8.1 
7. Aprons, Housedresses and Uniforms 627 565 - 	9.9 1,154 969 -16.0 

Furs 	............................................. 
Girls' and Infants' Wear .................... 
Lingerie and Corsets ........................ 

8. 	Millinery ........................................ 881 827 - 	6.1 1,213 1,201 - 	1.0 
9. Hosiery and Apparel Accessories 3,592 3,766 + 4.8 10,228 10,490 + 2.6 

10. Wonien's, Misses' and Children'sShoes 4,933 5,205 + 5.5 16,616 17,421 + 4.8 

Ladies' Apparel and Accessories. 
+ 5.3 30,022 32,081 + 6.9 80,301 84,534 

3,245 3,567 + 9.9 10,851 11,236 + 3.5 
3,886 4,178 + 7.5 15,271 15,673 + 2.6 11 . 	Men's Clothing ................................ 

2,248 2,383 + 6.0 7,934 8,673 + 9.3 
1,600 1,635 + 2.2 6,474 6,766 + 4.5 
6,728 6,422 - 	4.5 4,517 4,498 - 0.4 

16. Toiletries, Cosmetics and Drugs 2,688 2,674 - 	0.5 7,009 7,476 + 6.7 
15. Food and Kindred Products ................ 

17. Photographic Equipment and Supplies 423 449 + 6.1 1,313 1,596 +21.6 

Total 	1- 	10 ................................ 

2,450 
2 , 9 7 2  

2,227 
3,015 

- 	9.1 
+ 1.4 

9,689 
10,235 

10,236 
10,579 

+ 5.6 
+ 3,4 18. Piece Goods ................................... 

1,685 1,630 - 3.3 5,851 6,214 + 6.2 

12. 	Men's Furnishings ............................ 

1,2 22  1,302 + 6.5 8,482 8,888 + 4.8 

13. Boys' Clothing and Furnishings .......... 
14. Men's and Boys' Shoes ..................... 

Sniallwares ..................................... 

7,655 7,888 + 3.0 26,864 28,676 + 6.7 
China and Glassware ........................ 

8 ,l6 ' 8,287 + 1.5 19,652 21,386 + 88 
Home Furnishings ............................ 

6,812 7,288 + 7.0 18,108 20,851 +15.1 

19. Linens and Domestics ...................... 

1,778 2,032 +14.3 8,949 11,341 +26.7 
10,656 11,561 + 8.5 23,249 26,483 +13.9 

Furniture ....................................... 
Major Appliances ............................. 
Radio and Music .............................. 

1,653 1,868 +13.0 7,890 8,429 + 6.8 
Hardware and Housewares ................. 

5,161 5,513 + 6.8 17,111 18,669 + 9.1 
Jewellery ....................................... 
Sporting Goods and Luggage............... 
Stationery, Books and Magazines 1,366 1,466 + 7.3 5,241 5,512 + 5.2 
All Other Departments....................... 9 ,77 1  10,139 + 3.8 14,407 14,775 + 2.6 
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