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NEW MOTOR VEHICLE SALES AND MOTOR VEHICLE FINANCING

DECEMBER 1955

w tor V e S

Sales of passenger cars contimued at a high level in Decmeber. Sales of
23,809 units set a new record for the last month of the year. The previous record
was established in December, 1950, when 22,647 passenger cars were sold. Sales of
commercial vehicles were down samewhat from the usual December figure but were
higher than in December, 1954« The dollar value of sales of motor vehicles
(885,342,000) was higher than in any former December, the previous high being
December, 1953, when the value figure stood at $63,921,000.

Cumldative flgures reveal that 465,629 new motor vehicles were sold in
1955 for a value of $1,255,564,000¢ This is a record for all time, the next
highest results being for the year 1953, when 462,526 vehicles were sold for a
value of $1,162,471,000.

The outstanding factor in 1955 was the large mumber of passenger cars
solde The number of cammercial vehicles sold has been exceeded in several recent
years but sales of passenger cars, numbering 386,937, sets a new record. The com=-
parable figure for 1953, the next highest year, was 359,172 passenger carse

Note: Retail values quoted in this report are based on the retail price to in-
dividual purchasers at the Canadian point of manufacture. In the case of imported
vehicles, the values are the retail price delivered at the nearest Canadian dis-
tributing centre. Retail values include sales and excise taxes, charges for
standard accessories, dealers' commissions, etce Transportation charges fram
Canadian point of mamufacture to point of delivery are not included.
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Sales of Buses, December 1954 and 1955

: Mumber of Upnits Retail Value
Province 1954 1955 %?24 ;222
$'000 $1000
Atlantic Provinces seesescscee 3 - 74 -
QUEDBC ceesscessscscsssnsccans 8 6 191 158
Ontario ecessccscssccsccossecse B 29 ¢ 529
Manitoba eesssccccescccscsscos 5 N 96 27
Saskatchewan eeececessacsccecs 2 7 22 32
Alborte esesscscescescecencscce 1 da: 3 50
British Columbia& eecececoccacs 1 - 2 -
CANADA seseesccesssens 23 54 407 796
Sales E -Made Vehicles, 1 8
December
Number of Units Retail Value
1954(1) 1955 & Chapge 1954(1) 1255 % Chapge
$1000 $ro00
Passenger Cars 844, 1,259 + 492 1,659 24295 + 38,3
Commercial Vehicles 111 225 +102.7 223 493 +121.1
Total 955 1,484 + 5544 1,882 2,788  + 4841

January to December

Passenger Cars 20,248 22,165 + 95 38,463 40,616 + 5.6
Cormercial Vehicles 1,610 2,466 + 5342 3,233 5,051 + 5642
Total 21,858 24,631 + 12,7 £1,696 45,667  + 95

zli Revised
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Fipancing of Motor Vehicle Sales

New Vehicles

Finanecing of new passenger cars followed the trend of ssles and a new
December record was set. An amount of $16,979,000 was financed, the next highest
figure being $16,637,000 in December, 1952. The rumber of units financed, however,
was exceeded in 1952 and 1953 when comparable figures were 10,096 ard 8,682 units
respectively.

The aggregate of vehicle units financed was up about 1,500 from last
December but no new record was set. The total amount of financing during a month of
December was higher on only one previous occasion, December, 1952.

Cumulative figures show that records were established in the number of
passenger cars financed and in the amount of financing relative to these cars. Total
financing of motor vehicles was at a high point in 1955 but, in respect of commerciel
vehicle financing, both the number of units financed and total financing have been
exceeded in several recent years.

Used Vehicleg

The number of used passenger cars and commerclal vehicles financed
dropped slightly in December compared with the corresponding period in 1954. However,
the value financed held up, being above the 1954 figure by about $540,000.

Cumulative figures indicate total financing of used vehicles in 1955
was up from the previous year but about $50,000,000 less than the record year of 1953.
A rise in passenger car financing accounted for the Increase over 1954 and offset a
small decrease in cammercial vehicle financing.

Sales a c Vehicles C
Jamary to December Passenger Cars  Commercial Vohicleg
1924 1220 1224 1920
No. Sold 310,546 386,937 72,082 78,692
No. Financed 126,099 152,546 28,005 28,593
% of Sales Financed 4046 39.4 389 3643
Bote:

The financing shown herein represents only that tusiness done by sales
finance and acceptance companies engaged in the purchase or discounting of notes receiv=-
able arising from retail instalment sales of new and used motor vehicles.



TABLE ] New Motor Vehicle Sales, by Provinces
December 1954 and 1955

Number Retall Value
Province % Change, 4% Change,
1954 (1)| 1955  [1955/54 | 1954 (1) 1955 1955/54
% s 1000 $ 1000 %
Passenger Cars
Newfoundland ............ 197 128 | = 35.0 496 349 - 29,6
Prince Edward Island ... 42 85 | +102.4 104 222 +113.5
Nova Scotig ................... 613 76 | + 24.6 1,534 2,0’76 + 35.3
New Brunswick ._....... 443 506 | + 142 1,140 1,399 + 2247
Quebec. ..o 3,939 4,057 | ¢ 3.0 10,429 12,202 + 17.0
Manitobs ... 890 929 | ¢ L 2,298 2,632 e
Saskatchewan ............. 967 856 | = 11.5 2,525 2,446 = 3,1
Alberta...........ccocooeueven. 1,839 1,850 | + 0.6 FAS AN 59375 + 134
British Columbia ........ 2,145 3,129 | + 459 5478 8,818 | + 61.0
Camada.......oeeee. | 199453 23,809 | & 22.4 52,248 68,474 + 3l
Commercial Vehicles
Newfoundland ................ 98 62 | = 3647 214 155 - 2746
Prince Edward Island.... 19 31 | ¢ 632 42 81 + 92,9
Nova Scotia .................... 17 214 ¢ 20,9 462 684 * /Bel
New Brunswick .............. 163 166 | ¢+ 1.8 3 452 + 19,3
Quebec............ccoiiein. 894 909 | ¢+ 1.7 3,200 3,284 * 26
ONtario ..o 1,307 1,912 | o 46e3 3,801 7,057 * 85,7
Manitoba ... 193 247 | ¢ 2840 580 816 + 407
Saskeichewsn .............. 199 178 | = 1046 LT 50, | & 547
British Columbia ......... 398 701 | ¢+ 76.1 1,225 24150 + 755
Comada........... 3,889 4,987 | ¢ 8.2 11,549 16,868 | + 46l
Total — Passenger Cars and Commercial Vehicles
Newfoundland .............. 295 190 | = 3546 7o 504 = 2940
Prince Edward Island.... 61 116 | + 9062 Lb 303 +107.5
Nova Scotia ................. 790 978 | ¢ 23.8 1,996 2,760 + 38,3
New Brunswick ............. 606 672 | + 109 1,519 1,851 * 21,9
Quebec............oerrnreenne 44833 4,966 | ¢ 2.8 13,629 15,486 * 13,6
Ontarto .......occovvoverenenenne. 9,685 13,417 | ¢ 3845 27,304 40,012 + Lbe5
Manitoba ...............occ..... 1,%3 1,176 L 8.6 2’878 3,448 < 1908
Saskatchewen ... 1,166 1,034 | = 11.3 3,002 2,950 - 107
Albeitay r b £y 24280 2,417 | ¢ 640 5,910 7,060 + 19.5
British Columbia 2,543 3,830 | » 5046 6,703 10,968 | ¢ 63.6
Canads...........oo... 23,342 28,796 | ¢ 2344 63,797 85,342 | + 33.8



TABLE 2 New Motor Vehicle Sales, by Provinces

January-to-December 195/ and 1955

Number Retail Value
Province % Change, % Change,
1954 (1)| 1955 |1955/54 | 1954 (1) 1955 1955/54
% s 1000 $ 1000 %
Passenger Cars
Newfoundland ............... 3,7100 4,636 + 2440 8,953 11,473 | + 2841
Prince Edward Island... 1,101 1,490 | + 3543 2469 3,647 | + 35.1
Nova Scotia ................... 11,103 12,413 | «11.8 27,303 31,180 | + 14e2
New Brunswick .............. 75935 9,799 | + 235 19,761 25,021 | @ 2646
Quebec........cooooneen..... 65,625 80,918 |+ 23.3 172,863 219,403 | + 2649
OBLario .........ccoovc... 1/1,188| 180,889 | » 28,1 362,155 479,458 | + 3244
Manitoba 15,113 16,476 | + 9.0 38,454 435426 | ¢ 12.9
Saskatchewan ... 16,143 14,8]3 - 82 424049 39,140 | = 649
Alberta......cn. | 22,0201 27,7 | * 2546 57470 73,836 | + 28.5
British Columbia ......... 264478 37,729 | + 25 65,847 96,672 | + 46.8
Canada............. | 310,546| 386,937 | + 2446 7979554 1,023,256 | + 8.3
Commercial Vehicles
Newfoundland .............. 1,484 1,645 | » 10.8 3,282 3,977 | ¢+ 212
Prince Edward Island. .. 599 554 | = 75 1,278 1,275 | = 02
Nova Scotia ... 3,201 3,175 | = 0.8 75210 79T | + 78
New Brunswick ............ 2,437 2,846 | + 16.8 5,782 75604 | ¢ 3145
QuebeC ..o, 1,044 16,181 | + 12.0 41,499 53,081 | + 27.9
ontarfo...........co.coooeenens 21.,966 3,286 ¢ 13.3 68,272 84,196 + 23,3
Manitoba ..., 3,656 3,608 | ¢ 1la 9,926 12,257 | + 2345
Saskatchewan ................ 5’%9 4,&4 - 2303 14’426 ]J.,393 L 21'0
Alberta..........oo..... 8,837 8,70 | = 08 22,692 25,337 | ¢ 11.7
British Columbia ....... 64459 84934 | + 3843 17,597 259414 | @ Lhed
Total — Passenger Cars and Commercial Vehicles
Newfoundland ............. 59224, 6,281 + 2062 12,235 15,450 | + 26.3
Prince Edward Island.... 1,700 2,044 | + 2042 3,977 4y9R22 | & 23,8
Nova Scotia ................. | Lhy304 15,588 | « 94,0 344513 38,954 | + 1249
New Brunswick .............. 10,372 12,6105 + 21.9 259543 32,625 * 277
Quebec..........coviverns 80,069 97,0” + 2.3 21/0,3& 272,[84 * 27,
ontaro ..., | 1669154 | 209,175 | ¢ 2549 430,427 563,654 | + 3140
Manitoba ........................ 18,7@ 20,:»74 * 75 48,380 55,&3 + 1501
Saskatchewan ............... 22,142 19,417 | = 12.3 564475 504533 | = 1045
Alberta ..o, | 305957 36,543 | » 1840 80,162 99,173 | ¢ 23,7
British Columbis ... | 32,937 46,663 | + 417 83,444 122,086 | + 46.3
Camada.......... 382,628 | 465,629 | ¢ 21.7 989,518 | 1,255,564 | * 26.9




(] TABLE 3 Financing of Sales of New Motor Vehicles, by Prov+ces
December 1954 and 1955

Number of Vehicles

Amount of Financing

Province % Change, % Change,
1954 (1) 1955 1955/54, 1954 (1) 1955 1955/54,
% $1000 $1000 %
Passenger Cars
Atlantic Provinces....... 503 515 * 24 910 1,010 |+ 11.0
Quebec..............ocooeee. 1’3(B 1’6210 * 242 2’664 3’640 * 3646
ONLAFO ....oocvrorreeeee 2,969 3,823 | + 28.8 54346 8,060 |+ 5048
Manitoba 228 372 | + 63.2 405 708 |+ T4e8
Saskatchewan .......... 298 261 = 124 528 520 |= l.5
Alberta.............coo. 754 656 | = 1340 1,467 1,387 |= 55
British Columbia ......... 710 752 |+ 549 1,390 1,654 |+ 19.0
Canada............... | 6,TTO 8,003 + 18,2 12,710 16,979 |+ 3346
Commercial Vehicles

Atlantic Provinces ........ 169 ]Jﬂ = 13,0 365 327 - 10-4
Quebec.........cceurvreneees 356 460 * 292 982 1,335 [+ 3549
(o717 ¥ L N 489 645 + 319 1,111 1,841 |+ 65.7
Manitoba 43 60 | * 39.5 109 172 |+ 57.8
Saskatchewan 70 65 - 7.l 120 17, |e 4540
Alberta.......cooooooororoe 235 211 | - 10.2 613 576 |= 640
British Columbia ......... 149 194 | + 30.2 7 645 |+ 739
Canada............... 1’511 1’782 + 179 3'671 5,070 + 38.1

Total — Passenger Cars and Commercial Vehicles
Atiantic Provinces ....... 672 662 = 15 1,275 1,337 (¢ 49
2’(31& * 2502 3’6106 4’975 * 3645
l"l.& + 2942 6’1057 9’901 + 53.3
432 + 5944 514 880 |+ 7Le2
326 = 1le4 6.8 R4 |+ 7]
867 [ 1203 2’(30 1,963 — 5.6
946 + 1041 1,761 2,299 |+ 30.6
Canads.................. 8,%1 9’785 + 18,2 16'%1 22,049 + 3446

(1) Revised.
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TAﬁLE 4 Financing of Sales of New Motor Vehicles, by Provinces
January-to-December 1954 and 1955

Number of Vehicles

Amount of Financing

Province 4% Change, % Change,
1954 (1)| 1955  |1955/54 1954 (1) 1955 1955/54
% $ Y000 $ 1000 %o
Passenger Cars
Atlantic Provinces ........ 10,597 12,007 | + 133 18,539 22,464 ¢ 202
Quebec ............................ 29’734 35,372 + 19.0 57,801 73 136 + 26.5
ONLAFO w.eoorvcerer s 549846 69,653 | + 27,0 979244 133,874 + 377
Saskatchewan ... 5,839 5, 287 | =« Q.5 10,359 9,850 = L9
Alberta.......ccoovmcn. | 109 Thdy 12,930 + 20,3 20,072 25,406 | + 2646
British Columbia ......... 9,129 12,031 | + 31.8 17,654 24,4498 + 38,8
Canada............. | 126,009 152,546 + 2.0 230,900 299,139 + 29,6
Commercial Vehicles
Atlantic Provinces........ 3,310 3,400 | 2.7 6,260 75187 + 1.8
Quebec.......... 6,614 6,888 | ¢ Ll 15,072 17,057 + 13.2
ONLArio ....coccooccvovorern. 8,606 9,501 | + 10.4 17,494 22,427 + 8.2
Manitoba ...................... 1'150 974 = 1503 ’382 2’171 = 809
Alberta.................... 3,844 3,417 | = 1.1 9,736 8,854 | = 9.l
British Columbia ... 2,525 3,161 | + 2542 6,284 9,076 | + Lhed
Total — Passenger Cars and Commercial Vehicles
Atiactic Provinces ... | 13,907 15,407 | + 10.8 24,799 29,651 | + 19.6
QUEDEC ... | 369348 42,260 | ¢ 1643 72,873 90,193 + 23,8
Ontario ..., 63,452 9,154 | + 247 114,738 156,301 * 3642
Manitoba ... 6,3&) 6,2@ - 1.9 ].1,613 12,%2 L 4 w
Saskatchewan ... 7,795 6,539 - 16.1 14,490 12,515 - 13.6
Alberta ... e | 145881 16,347 | ¢ 1241 29,808 34,260 | + 1449
British Columbin 11,654 15,192 | + 3044 23,9% 33,574 + 403
Canada.. ... | 154,104 181,139 | ¢ 175 292,259 368,576 | + 2641

(1) Revised.



December 1954 and 1955

TABLE 5 Financing of Sales of Used Motor Vehicles, by Prov#nces

Number of Vehicles

Amount of Financing

Province % Change, % Change,
1954 (1)| 1955 |1955/54 | 1954 (1) 1955  |1955/54
% $1000 $ 1000 %
Passenger Cars
Atlantic Provinces ... 1,831 1,855 | ¢ 1.3 1,403 1,461 * Ll
Qxebec .......................... 2’8915 3’423 * 1803 2’586 3’130 L 2 21.0
OBLArO ..o 7,992 8,007 | + 02 6,207 6,538 | + 5.3
Manitoba ................... 604 760 | ¢ 25,8 473 620 + 31,1
saskatchewan ... 967 T8 | = 2467 s 580 =~ 18.9
Alberta .........ccceeiciiiennne 2’]16 1,@ - u.o 1’6% l’m - 22.2
British Columbia .......... 1,810 1,541 | = 14e9 1,759 1,499 - 148
Canada ... 18,214 | 17,923 | = 1.6 14,833 15,102 | ¢ 241
Commercial Vehicles
Atlantic Provinces ... 542 554 | ¢+ 242 360 454 ¢ 23,0
QUEDEC .eoovrireererserernrecnes 7.8 763 | ¢ 2,0 776 879 * 133
ontario ........cocececvienenns 1’286 1'175 - 806 %3 1’066 * 804
Manitoba 7 A | » 16.3 103 171 + 6640
Saskatchewan ... 327 231 | = 2944 238 196 - 176
Alberta ...........cccccosnae L 551 | = 228 687 627 - 8.7
British Columbta .......... 367 358 | = 245 366 360 - 1.6
Canads ... 4el3l| 3,803 | = 7.9 3y522 3,753 | ¢ 666
Total — Passenger Cars and Commercial Vehicles
Atlantic Provinces ...... 2,373 2,409 |+ 15 1,772 1,915 + 8
QUEDEC 138, ... L NS 3’61‘2 49186 + 149 39362 44009 + 19.2
OBEAHO ... 9,278 9,182 | = 1.0 75190 79604 | ¢ 5.8
Manitoba ...............c.... 751 931 | + 2440 576 791 * 37,3
Saskatchewan ................ 1’294 959 - 259 953 776 = 18.6
Alberta ..........cccoiiinrenn 2’830 2’160 - 23.7 2’377 1,941 = 1843
British Columbis ........ | 29177 1,899 |~ 12.8 2,125 1,859 | = 12,5
Canmada ... 22,345 21’726 - 2.8 18,355 18,895 + 29

(1) Revised.



TABLE 6 Financing of Sales of Used Motor Vehicles, by Provinces
January-to-December 1954 and 1955

Number of Vehicles

Amount of Financing

Province % Change, % Change,
1954 (1)| 1955  |1955/54 | 1954 (1) 1955  [1955/54
% $1000 $ 1000 %
Passenger Cars
Atlantic provinces ... | 33,141 | 36,674 | + 1047 25,252 28,953 | ¢ 14e7
QUEDEC ..o | 629050 6'7 501 | + 8.8 55,381 59,068 + 647
Ontarfo .......covvimrrrnnnne 142,607 | 151 ,81.8 + 64 113,892 121,524 + 6.7
Manitoba ...................... 13’5]-4 13 118 - 2.9 n,266 10’505 O 608
Saskatchewan .............. 17,107 14, 686 = 14e2 13,233 10,962 = 172
Alberta . e | 299590 | 31,331 | @ 549 244362 25,613 | + 5.1
British Columbia ....... 27,854 30,0'76 + 8,0 25,758 28,065 |+ 9.0
Canada ... 325,953 | 345,234 |+ 549 269,144 28,690 + 5.8
Commercial Vehicles
Atlantic Provinces ...... 84542 8,979 |+ 5.1 6,006 6,383 + 643
Quebec ......oorinienns 10,939 11,195 |+ 2.3 9,867 9,962 + 1,0
ODtario ........cocvevrron. | 18322 17,673 |= 345 14,669 13,475 - 8.1
Manitoba ..........cromee 2,535 2,464 |= 2.8 2,100 2,116 |+ 0.8
Saskatchewan £y527 | 3,815 |= 1547 3,647 2,77 | = 2349
Alberta ..........ccccoeevinens 8’211. 8,0].8 - 2.4 8,21‘3 7,183 - 12.9
British Columbia .......... 5,592 5,767 |+ 341 5,711 6,015 + 543
Canada ... 58,671 | 57,911 |~ 1.3 504243 47,908 | = 46
Total — Passenger Cars and Commercial Vehicles
Atlantic Provinces ... | 41,683 | 45,653 [+ 9,5 31,258 35,336 | ¢ 13.0
Quebec .......cccoovernnnnnn. 72,989 78,606 |+ 7.8 65,248 69,030 + 5.8
Omtario ........coccvevinvennne 161’019 169,521 * 53 128 561 134,999 +* 540
Saskatchewan............... 21,634 18, 501 - 1he5 16,880 13, 736 = 18,6
Alberta ... | 37,804 39,349 * Ll 32, 1605 33, 796 |+ 0.6
British Columbis ....... | 33,446 | 35,843 |e 7.2 31,469 31.,080 + 8.3

(1) Revisede
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