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!wotor V3hc1cm La1e 

Sales of new passenger cars in December reached a new high level for the 
ncmth with 25,203 units which sold for a record value of $71,632,000. These fl-
Wares accounted for gains of 6 per cent and 5 per cent respectively over the pre-

'rlous high records of 23,809 units retailed for $68,474,000 in December last yeare 
iotal sales for the year 1956 were up 5 per cent in number from 386,962 In 1955 to 
.(O6,663 and 10 per cent in value fri $1,023,351,000 to $1,124,788,000, a record :'or any year. Iuropean-nde passenger cars increased their share of total passen- 

r cars sold during 1956 to 8 per cent from 6 per cent in the previous year. 

Sales of new oomnercial vehicles in December rose 18 per cent In number 
:'rcm 4,987 in the same inciath of 1955 to 5,894 and 30 per cent In value frc*n 
•16,868,0oo to 1 967,000. The annual totals for 1956, with 1955 in brackets, 
ore 91,397 units 78,716) sold for $326,047,000 (232,539,000). In 1956, tuses 

'ccotmted for 71 units valued at $1, 512,000 In the mcnth of December and 745 units 
he t.'(iV' icni oricmc 

Retail values quoted In this report are based on the retail price to In-
ividtial purchasers at the Canadian point of manufacture. In the case of imported 
hicles, the values are the retail price delivered at the nearest Canadian dis-

ributing centre. Retail values include sales and excise taxes, charges for 
tandard accessories, deae ocimnissicias, etc. Transportaticia charges frctn Ca- 

t of manufacture to point of delivery are not included. 

7 'e financing shown herein represents only that t*isiness de by sales 
a~cceptan 	canies engaged In the purchase or disccimting of notes 

. - 	 v rot r.i in. t12nent -,a l pc of :an . d :otor vehicles. 

Prepareu in Merchandising and Services Secticn, 
Industry and Merchandising Divisicia. 



Salej of European-Made Vehicles, 1955 and 1956 

December' 

Number of Units 	 Retail Value 

1955(1) 	1956 	% Change 	955(1) 	956 	% Change 
t000 	sf000 

2. 

Passiger Cars 

C(llunerciaJ. Vehicles 

Pas5enger Cars 

Ccriercia1 Vehicles 

Total 

1,266 1,803 + 12.4 2 1 306 3 1 I + 510 

225 375 + 66.7 493 74 + 59.0 

1,491 2,178 + 46.1 2,799 4 3,272 + 52.6 

January to December 

22 9,165 33,163 + 49.6 40,609 61,285 + 50.9 

2,466 3,604 + 4.1 5,051 7,693 + 520 

24 3,631 36,765 + 493 /+5,660 6,97 + 51.1 

(1) ReviBed 

Financing of Sales of New Motor Vehic10 

New Vehjc1e 

The financing of new passenger car sales by sales finance and accoptar ce 
cxipanies in December 1956 was higher than in any former December. The amount of 
financlng increased to 323,660,000, 37 per cent above the previous high recorded 
for December 1955 with financ1rg of 17,254,000. This amount covered the financing 
of 10 0 717 new passenger care or 31 per cent more than the 8.,169 units financed In 
December 1955 and 6 per cent more than the previou5 high record of 10 3,096 estab1i1iod 
In December 1952. The financing of sales of new conniercia1 vehicles in this period 
advanced 45 per cent in amcmt from $5 p234 1,000 in Dccr.r 19 	;o .7,'17,'JC nd 
32 per cent in number financed from 1.,805 to 2,389. 

With the close of the year passenger car and coinrnercial vehicle saJ 
financing attained a new peak with an amount of $512 v165 9 000, This amount was 3( er 
cent above the previous high level of 375,997 9 000 reached in 1955. The number of 
vehicles financed totalled 221 9 433 units, 20 per cent more tbn the 15,127 financod 
la5t year md 17 ner cent .c-repter than the nrevious hirh record of 19 ) O57 financed 
In 1953 .  

Used Vehieio L. 

The financing of used passenger care and ciznercia1 vehicles at 19,258 3,00( 
in December this yeni' was  doni 1 per cent, frori 19,44,OOO recorded for December 15 
The nurn'ber of vehi. 



3 . 

The cumulative figures for 1956 showed a rise of 13. per cent in amouit 
of £iiiancing from 	343,331,000 in 1955 to 	379,69O,OOO while the number financed In- 
creased 3 per cent from 414,203 to 42,740 	Compared with the record year 1953 the 
number of vehicles flnaxiced was smaller by 22,676 but the amount financed was 
less than 1 per ct below the 1953 total of $383,298,000. 

a1es and Financing of Ner Vehicles Compa'ed 

J.nuary to December 	 Paseuger Care Caiinercja3. Vehjce8 

1955(1) 	12L6 2955(1) 1956 

?o. Sold 	 386,962 	406,663 78,716 91,39 

No. Financed 	 156 2 191 	187,255 28,936 34,158 

% of Sales Financed 	 10•4 	46.0 36.8 37.4 



4 	 TABLE 1 New Motor Vehicle Sales 1  by Provinces 
Decnber 1955 and 1956 

Number Retail Value 

Province % Change, % Change, 

1955(1) 1956 1956/55 1955(1) 1956 1956/55 
$'OOO 	$'OOO 

Passenger Cars 

128 
85 

764 

171 
65 

529 

+ 33.6 
- 2395 
- 30.8 

349 
222 

2 9 076 

1460 
175 

3.,392 

+ 31. 
21.2 

- 32.Q 

Newfoundland 
Prince Edward Island 
Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick 506 409 - 19.2 1,399 1,114 - 20.4 
Quebec ............................ 
Ontario ........................ 

4057 
11,505 

5046 
11,062 

+ 31.8 
- 	3.7 

12 0 202 
32,955 

15,452 
31,996 

+ 26. 
- 	2. 

10 261 + 35.7 2,632 3,546 + 34- 1-1 
 

Manitoba 	.........................929 
Saskatchewan 

.. 

856 3,3.29 + 31.9 2,446 3,1 23 + 2?. : 

British Columbia 
10850 
3,129 

2,319 
2,892 

+ 25.4 
- 	7.6 

5,375 
8,818 

69 460 
7,894 

+ 20. 
- 10., 

Canada ...................... ..23,809 25,203 + 	5.9 68,474 - 	71,612 + 	4-6 

Commercial Vehicles 

Newfoundland & 113 + 82,3 155 308 + 98.7 
Prince Edward IslancL 31 30 - 	3.2 81 79 - 	2.. 
Nova scotia 23.4 168 21.5 684 477 - 30 J 
New Brunswick 166 153 7.8 452 562 + 24. . 
Quebec ............................ .909 3,297 + 4297 3,284 4,884 + 48. 
Ontario ............................. 

..
1,912 1,895 - 	0.9 7,057 7,740 + 	9. 

247 287 + 16.2 816 1,296 + 
Saskatchewan 178 368 +106.7 504 10209 +139. 
Manitoba 	........................ 

Alberta ............................ SEt? 934 + 61.2 4685 3,194 + 89. 
British Columbia 701 

. 
669 - 4.6 2,150 2 0218 + 	3 2 

cda ...................... 4,987 5,894 + 18.2 16,868  21,967 + 30 

Total - Passenger Cars and Commercial Veh1cic 

190 284 	+ 49,5 504 768 + 52.4 Newfoundland 
Prince Edward Island 116 95 	- 18.1 303 254 - 16.. 

97 

. 

69'? 	- 28.7 2,760 1,869 32c. 
New Brunswick 672 562 	16.4 19851 1,676 - 	9. 
Nova Scotia ..................... . 

4,966 6,643 	+ 33.8 35,486 20,336 + 33..: Quebec ............................. . 

13,437 12,977 	- 	3.3 40,0]2 39,736 -  oe - 
Manitoba 	.................. ..... 19548 	+ 33.6 3,l1B 4,842 + 40. 

1034 1,497 	+ 44.8 29950 4332 + 146. 

Ontario ............................. . 

Alberta ..................... 

..1,176 

29417 39233 	+ 33.8 7,060 9,654 + 36 
Saskatchewan ................. . 

British Columbia 3,830 3,563. 	- 	7.0 10,968 10,132 - 

Canada ...................... . 28,796 31,097 	+ 	8.0 85042 93,579 + 	ç. 



TABLE 2 New Motor Vehicle Sales, by Provinces 
January-to-Do comber 1955 and 1956 

Number 	 Retail Value 

Provthce 

	

t9% Change, 	 % Change, 

1955(1) 	1956 	 956/55 	1955(1) 	1956 	1956/55 

	

$ 1 000 	$'OOO 

Passenger Cars 

49636 5,581 + 20.4 110,473 14400 + 25.5 
1,490 1,566 + 	5.1 3 1,647 3,998 + 	9.6 

12,411 13,015 + 	4.9 31,173 33,628 + 	7.9 
9,802 10,791 + 10.1 25 1,034 28 1,731 + 14.8 

80,918 92,670 + 14.5 219,424 263 9974 + 20.3 
180 9888 180,269 - 	0.3 479,456 498,455 • 	4.0 
16,483 16,166 - 1.9 439443 44,410 + 	2.2 
14,812 179248 + 16.4 39 9147 469 787 + 19.5 
27,781 34750 + 34.3 73,872 88,507 • 19.8 
37,743. 37,607 - 	0.4 96,682 101,898 + 	5.4 

386,962 406,663 + 	5.1 1,023,353. 1,324788 + 	909 

ince Edward Island.... 
Nva Scotia .................... 

Nvw Brunswick... .......... 
quebec ............................ 

rLtaro ............................ 
. .njtob ........................ 

.katchewan ................ 
..................... 
.............. 

Commercial Vehicles 

1,645 1,775 • 	7.9 3,977 4,851 • 22.0 
554 578 + 	4.3 1,275 1,571 + 23.2 

3 1,175 3,263 + 	2.8 71,774 9,437 • 21.4 
2,846 3,390 + 19.1 7,604 10,225 • 3445 

16,181 209 795 + 28.5 53,081 81 1,774 • 54.1 
28,286 31,675 + 32.0 84,196 1161,728 • 38.6 
3,698 3,826 + 	3.5 12,257 32 1,702 • 	3.6 
4608 5 9 033 + 	9.2 11,408 146876 + 30.4 
8782 100,998 + 25.2 25,409 39 9 503 + 55.5 
89941 10,065 + 12.6 251,558 349440 + 34.8 

78 1,716 91098 + 1.6.1 232,539 326,047 • 40.2 

Prince Edward Island.... 
Nova Scotia .................... 
New Brunswick .............. 
Quebec............................ 
Ontario............................ 
Manitoba ........................ 
akatchewan ................ 

'rta............................ 
:ish Columbia .......... 

anada 

!'rir 
Nov 
Nev 
Que 
Onti 
Man 
Sasi 
AIb 

Total - Passenger Cars and Commercial Vehicles 

60,281 79 356 + 17.1 15,450 1992 • 24,6 
ce Edward Island 	2,044 2144 • 	4.9 4,922 5569 + 13.1 
iScotla .................... 	35,586 16,278 + 4.4 38,947 439 065 + 10.6 

34,183. • 12.3. 32,638 38,956 + 19.4 &unswick ...............12,648 
979099 

.. 

13.39465 + 16.9 272505 345,688 + 26.9 
211,944 + 	1.3 563 9 652 &15,183 + 	9.1 ito .............................209,174 

toba ......... ............. 20,181 19 9992 - 	0.9 55,700 57,112 • 	2.5 
atcbewan ................ 	19,420 22,281 + 34.7 50,555 Q,663 • 22.0 

1.2,748 + 16.9 99,281 128,010 + 28.9 rta.............................36,563 
sh Columbia 	46,682 

.. 

47,672 • 	2.3. 322,240 336,338 + 11.5 

Asada 	 ........145,678 4989,06]. • 790 1,255,890 1,450835 + 35.5 

(1) ReVised. 



Atlantic Provinces ........ 
Quebec............................ 
Ontario............................ 
Manitoba ........................ 
Saskatchewan ................ 
Alberta............................ 
British Columbla .......... 

Canada ..................... 

515 
1,629 
3,945 

383 
262. 
672 
764 

1,229 
5,424 

10,523 
827 
985 

2,505 
2,167 

23,660 

+ 21.7 
+ 48.5 
• 27.6 
+ 12.2 
+ 89.. 
+ 7704 
+ 29.1 

+ 37.1 

6 	TABLE 3 Financin, of Sales of New Motor Vehicles, by Provinces 
December 1955 and 1956 

Number of Vehicles 	 Amount of Financing 

Province 	 % Change, 	 % Change, 

1955(1) 	1956 	1956/55 
	

1955(1) 
	

1956 
	

1956/55 
% 	$ 	$ 

	% 

Passenger Cars 

596 + 15.7 19,010 
2,315 + 4291 3,652 
4,929 + 24.9 8,245 

383 (2) 737 
472 + 80.8 520 

1 9,070 + 59.2 11,412 
952 + 24.6 1,678 

10,717 	+ 31.2 I 	17,254 

('omniercial Vehicles 

Atlantic Provinces 	347 160 + 	8.8 327 368 + 12. 
668 • 44.9 1,344 2,320 • 72. 1  
742 + 13.3 1,940 2,286 + 17. 
107 + 75.4 178 259 + 45. 

Saskatchewan 	 65 136 .109.2 2.74 393 +125.9 

Quebec ........................... 	....46]. 
Ontario ............................... 655 

Alberta ............................ 	217 375 + 72.8 589 1,243 .111.0 

Manitoba 	............................6]. 

British Columbia 	 199 
... 

201 • 	1.0 682 740 + 	9.7 

Canada ................... ... 1,805 4389 + 32,4 5,234 7,617 + 45. 

Total 	Paengr'r ('ars and C ommercia %ehices 

Atlantic Provinces 662 756 + 14.2 1,337 1,597 + 19.4 
Quebec ............................ 2,090 2,983 + 42.7 4,996 7,744 + 5590 

4,600 5,671 + 23.3 10,185 12 0809 + 25. ontario .............................
Manitoba 	................. 444 

. 

490 + 10.4 915 1 1 086 + 18." 
Saskatchewan ..... 326 608 + 86.5 694 1,378 + 98.: 
Alberta ............................ 889 1,445 + 62.5 2,00]. 3,740 • 87. 
British Columbia 963 

... 
1,153 + 1997 2,360 2,935 + 230 

Canada ........... 9,974 13 1,106 • 31.4 22,488 31,277 + 39 

(1) ReViSe 
(7' 



TABLE 4 Financing of Sales of New Motor Vehicles, by Provinces 	 7 
January-to-December 1955 and 1956 

Number of Vehicles 	 Amount of Financing 

Province 	 %Change, 	 %Change, 

- 	 1955(1) 	1956 	1956/55 	1955(1) 	1956 -- _1956/55 

	

$1000 	$ t()(J() 

Passenger Cars 

12,007 33,952 + 16.2 22,464 27,799 + 23.7 
35,543. 441657 + 25.6 739497 100087 + 36.9 72 9 335 82,972 + 14.7 337,934 176,504 + 28.0 
5,437 6,054 + 1.1.3 10,258 12,550 + 22.3 
5,291 6,803 + 28.6 9,861 33,926 + 41.2 33,316 179 3 + 31.5 26,092 37,580 + 44.0 12,264 15,304 + 24.8 24,963 34,874 + 39.7 

156,191 1879 255 + 19.9 305,069 403,820 + 32.4 

,(.lu.riLie i:rovnces 

Quebec ............................ 
Ontario............................ 
Manitoba ........................ 
Saskatchewan ................ 
Alberta............................ 
British Columbia .......... 

('anada 

Commercial Vehicles 

3,400 3,316 - 	2.5 7,187 8,036 + 11.8 
6,948 8,819 + 26.9 179 220 28,089 + 63.1 
9,613 109 822 + 12.6 23 9 293 34,318 + 47.3 

976 19040 + 	6.6 2,193 3 9 016 + 37.5 1,256 1,535 + 22.2 2,673 49165 + 55.8 
3 9 534 4,843 + 37.0 99075 17,034 + 87.7 3,209 3,783 + 17.9 9,287 33 9 687 + 474 

28,936 34,158 + 18.0 700928 108,345 + 52.8 

\aljBc  

Quebec ................... 
Ontario ............................ 
Manitoba ........................ 
Saskatche wan 
Alberta............... 
British Columbia 

"anada 

\ t i a 
.uet 
:inta 
ani 
ask 
The 

Total - Passenger Cars and Commercial Vehicles 

15,407 17,268 + 12.1 29,653. 35,835 + 20.9 
ec ............................ 	42,489 53,476 + 25.9 90 9 717 3.28 9676 + 41.8 819948 93,794 + 14.5 161,227 210,822 + 30.8 

.. 

7,094 + 10.6 12 9451 15 9566 + 25.0 
itchewan ............... 	6,547 8 9338 + 27.4 12,534 18,091 + 44.3 
oba 	.........................6,433 

16,850 22,356 + 32.7 35 9 167 54,614 + 553 
;h Columbia 	35j4?3 

. 

199087 + 23 94 34250 48,560. + 41.8 
anMda .......................185,127 221,433 + 1906 375,997 53.2,165 + 36,2 



TABLE 5 Financing of Sales of Used Motor Vehicles, by Provinces 
December 1955 and 1956 

Province 

Number of Vehicles 	 Amount of Financing 

%Cllange, 	 %Change, 

1955(1) 	1956 	1956/55 	1955(1) 	1956 	1956/55 

	

$'OOO 	$000 	% 

Passenger Cars 

1,855 1,581 - 14.8  1,461 1,238 - 15.3 
3,543 3,611 + 	1.9 3,266 3,524 + 	7C 

8,210 7,710 - 	6.1 6,726 6,811 + 

775 718 - 	7.4 637 667 + 	4. 
723. 823 +14.1 571 644 +12.F 

1,678 1,780 + 	6.1 1 9,364 19596 + 17. 

1,642 1,790 + 	9.0 1 9,614 1 9809 + 12.: 

1 9 424 	1,013 1 - 2.2 	 16,289 I + J 

Atlantic Provinces 
Quebec.......................... 
Ontario .......................... 
Manitoba ........................ 
saskatchewan ................ 
Alberta .......................... 
British Columbia .......... 

Canaib .................... 

Commetral %'eicIs 

554 420 - 24.2 454 306 32. 
775 616 - 20. 5 897 693 - 22. 

1,183 919 - 22.3 1,017 796 - 26.: 
173. 338 

218 
- 19.3 

.6 
171 
196 

160 
162 

- 6 
- 17.3 231 

570 465 
- 
- 18.4 644 418 - 35... 

369 346 - 	6.2 386 434 + 12.. 

3 3,853 1,122 - 1.0 3,825 2,969 - 22... 

Atlantic Provinces ...... 
Quebec.......................... 
Ontario.......................... 
Manitoba........................ 
Saskatchewan .............. 
Alberta.......................... 
British Columbia .......... 

Canada .................... 

To2! -- ae,gr 	irs ailc! t - ory m-cAW %IrS 

2,409 2,001 - 16.9 1,915 1,541+  
4,318 4,227 - 	2.1 4,163 4217 + 	1. 
9,393 8,629 8.1 7,803 7,607 2. 

946 856 9.5 808 827 + 	2. 
952 1,041 + 	9.3 767 806 + 	5.: 

2,248 2,245 - 0.1 2,008 2,014 + 	0.3 
2,011 2,336 + 	6.2 2,000 2,243 + 12.2 

22 9 277 	21,135 - 5.1 	19 9 464 I 	19 9 258 I - 

Atlantic Provinces ...... 
Quebec.......................... 
Ontario .......................... 
Manitoba........................ 
Saskatchewan................ 
Alberta.......................... 
British Columbia .......... 

Canada .......... 

(1) Revised. 



TABLE 6 Financing of Sales of Used Motor Vehicles, by ProvInces 	 9 
January-to-December 1955 and 1956 

Number of Vehicles 	 Amount of Financing 

	

Province 	 % change, 	 % Change, 

	

- - 	1955(1) 	1956 	1956/55 	1955(1) 	1956 	1956/55 
$'oco 	$'OoO 

Passenger Cars 

360 674 37,442 + 	2.1 28,954 30,605 + 	5.7 
69,726 79,473. + 14.0 61,693. 74058 + 20.0 

1572 230 159 2 013 + 	1.1 126,000 139,179 + 10.5 
13,475 13,515 + 	0.3 10,855 11,477 + 	5.7 
14,655 15023 + 	4.6 10,939 14713 + 	7.1 
32,351 35 1437 + 	9.5 26061 29,926 + 13.5 
31027 33,239 + 	5.4 29,708 33,004 + 11.1 

355,638 37.3 440  + 	5.0 294,508 329,962 I  + 12.0 

t. 	.,tL 

Quebec .......................... 
Ontario .......................... 
Manitoba ........................ 
Saskatchewan ................ 
Alberta .......................... 
Prttish Columbia .......... 

.4fliü 

Commercial Vehicles 

8,979 8,137 994 6,383 6,027 5.6 
11,374 11046 + 	1.5 10,284 11,223 + 	9.1 
17,800 16,17]. - 	9.2 13,639 14,075 + 	3.2 
2,462 2,325 - 	5.6 2,126 1,956 - 	8.0 
3,808 3,474 8.8 2,751 2,495 - 	9.3 
8,237 7,668 - 	6.9 7,381 7,058 - 	4.4 
5,905 6,023 + 	2.0 6,259 6,894 + 10.1 

58 1,565 55,344 - 	5.5 48,823 	I  49,728 I  + 	109 

	

.uebec 	.......................... 
Ontario .......................... 
lanitoba ........................ 

Saskatchewan .............. 

	

v .rta 	.......................... 
ish Columbia .......... 

nM 

>nta 
..4aflj 
ask 
The 

Total - Passenger Cars and Commercial Vehicles 

450653 45,579 - 0.2 35,337 36,632 + 	3.7 
ec 	...................... .... 	81,100 91,017 + 12.2 71,975 85,281 + 18.5 
to 	.......................... 	175,030 175,184 + 	0.). 139,639 153,254 + 	9.8 

15,840 0.6 12,98]. 13433 + 	3.5 oba .........................15,937 
itchewan ....... 	18,463 18,797 + 	1.8 13,690 149208 + 	3.8 

. 

. 

43,105 + 	6.2 33,742 36,984 + 	9.6 ta 	........................ 40,588 
h Columbia .......... 	37,432 39,262 + 	4.9 35,967 39,898 + 10.9 

Anada 	 ......414,203 428,784 + 	3.5 343,331 379,690 + 10.6 



NUMBER OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES SOLD 
THOUSANDS 	 1953-54-55-56 
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% CHANGE IN NUMBER OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES SOLD BY PROVINCES 
1956/1955 
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