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HIGHWAY^ TRAFFIC.AT CANADIAN BORDER POINTS 

FEBRUARY .194_8_ 

Volume of highv;ay traffic at the American border in Februs-rj-- 1948 showed, the 
SE.'-ne general characteristics as wei'e shown in January. Americtn traffic entering 
Canada continued to advance over the corresponding period in 1947 &nd Canadian traffic 
returning from the United States continued to decline. The aggregate number of border 
crossings in February ?/as 368,000, an advance of 16 per cent over the previous year. 
The totsl volume consisted of 269,600 foreign entries and .98,400 Canadian vehicles re­
turning. Of the foreign inflow 35,500 cars entered on traveller's vehicle permits, 
224,100 vfere non-permit or. local entries and l?-,200 viere commercial vehicles. The 
Canadian traffic comprised 4,000 units reaaining abroad for more Uian 24 hours, 82,700 
staying for shorter periods, and 11,700 commercial vehicles. 

Foreign yehi_cl_eĝ  

Yifith an increase of 55 per cent over -the corresponding month in 1947 foreign 
traffic entering Canada on traveller's vehicle permits made an even better showing in 
February than it did in Januarj"-. The gain was reflected in all provinces except Mani­
toba and reached its maximum in Ontario and Quebec with advances of 4,800 and 1,200. 
respectively. 

Non-permit or local traffic increased 25 per cent over February 1947, chiefly 
on account of large gains at T.'indsor, Niagara Falls, Fort Erie and Sarnia. 

Canadian vehicles 

The number of Canadian vehicles returning to Canada in Fdsininry 1948 after 
remaining abroad longer than PA hours was 4,000, representing a decrease of 28 per cent 
from Februaiy, 1947. Reviewing the period of -three mon-ths d-uring which tl-ie current 
restrictions on pleasure travel have been in force, the drop from the previous year of 
28 per cent in Februai-̂ ' may be conpared vdth similar drops of 25 per cent in December 
and 11 per cent in January. It is of interest to note tiiat in both Janue.ry UTA Febru-
ayy the number of longer terc! Cantidian cers retui'ning from the United. States is less 
than that recorded in -the corresponding period a yesr before, but is greater than that 
recorded two years before. 

The volume of Canadian-short term traffic remaining abrosd for 24.hours or 
less in February 1948 was 11 per cent lower -tiian in Februarj' 1947. More than half trie 
decline was. due to a heavy drop in short term traffic passing through the port of 
Niagara Falls. 



Traffic by rail_,_ through^ bus, boat and plane - January, 1948 

According to information presented in Table 5, the number of foreign trav­
ellers entering Caneida from the United States by rail, -through bus, boat and plane in 
January 1948 was two per cent less -than in January 1947. A decrease of 2,500 passen­
gers by rail and boat niore than balanced an increase of 1,300 passengers by through 
.bus and plane, re.siilting in a small net loss of 1,200 passengers in tlie aggregate data. 

The number of Car.adians returning from visits to the United States by rail, 
through bus, boat and plane in January 1948 shov/ed a decrease of 15 per cent from the 
previous year. The drop -vvas reflected in eacli type of traffic v/ith the exception of 
that by boat which recorded a small gain. Ihe aggregate decline of 15 per cent in 
•these four types of traffic is practics:lly the scjne as the drop in the nu-uber of Can­
adian automobiles returning from visits to the United States in the same mpn-th. The 
number of longer terra Canadian cars returning in January declined by 11 per cent and 
shorter-term traffic declined by 14 per cent. 

February 

1957 

19S3 . 

1939 

1940 

1941' 

1942 

1945 -

1944 

1945 

1948 

1947 

1948 . 

Tourist Car J,lovement 

Februai-y, 1937 - 1948 

Travellers Vehicle Permits Returning Canada 
Forei_gn Vehicles Inward Abroad over 24 

25,245 (1) 

24,195' ... (1) 

18,612 (1) 

22,955 12,247 

'21,526 1,427 

16,512 2,026 

7,074 1,020 

10,575 1,294 

.12,889 1,507 

29,847 5,684 

25,085 5,485 

55,529 5,962 

.an Cars 
Hours 

"(1) Comparable category unavailable. 
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MONTHLY STATEMENT BY PORTS OF HlGHVmY TRAFFIC AT CANADIAN BORDER POINTS 

FEBRUARY. 1948 , 

Nu3iber of 
Foreign Vehicles Inv/ard 

Nuiiiber of 
Canadian Vehicles Inward 

Port and Province 
Non-
Permit 
Class 
(Local 
Traffic) 

Travel­
ler's 
Vehicle 
Permits 

Com­
mercial 
Vehicles 

Leng-th of stay abroad 
24 hours Over 
or less 24 hours 

Com­
mercial 
Vehicles 

Prince Edward Island (x) 
Charlotte to?/n 

Total, 
Prince Edvmrd Island ... 

Nova Scotia (x) 
Annapolis Royal 
Halifax 
L5 verpool 
Nor-th Sydney ... 
Pictou ......... 
Truro 
Yarmouth ....... 

Total, 
Nova Scotia ....'.. 

Nev/ Brunswick 
. -iindover 
Aroostook Jet 

. Belleville 
Bloonfield 
Brown Road 

. - Campobello 
Centreyille 
Clair 
Connors ... 
Edmundston 
•Forest City 

1,448 205 323 

71 
99 

354 
3,171 
116 

2,347 
78 

-

3 

36 
197 
5 

341 
— 

7 
30 

98 
485 
7 

1,308 
13 

1,292 

126 
88 

332 
2,695 

23 
4,699 

37 

9 
3 

108 

.527 

45 
43 

.154 
430 
:/23B 
J515 
.. 29 

(x) As Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.have no-:ports of entry adjacent to-the 
- . . - . • . . . '-. • ti ; • ' '. 

;-." United States boundary, vehicles proceeding to -these provinces (with .the exception 

of those travelling direct from the United States by steamer) enter-through-Sports 

in o-ther provinces and are recorded in the latter-
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Port and- Province 

Number of 
Foreign VehJcles Inward 

Number of 
Canadian Vehicles Inward 

Non-
Permi t 
Class 
(Local 
Traffic) 

Travel­
ler's 
Vehi cle 
••Permits 

Com­
mercial 
Vehi cles 

Length of stay abroad 
24 hours Over • 
or less 24 hours 

Com-̂  
aercial 
Vehicles 

New' Brunswick -' (Cont'd.) • ' 
Fosterville ;.. 116 3 
Four Falls 92 43 
Gillespie .....' .... 769 166. 
Grand Falls 425 71 
Lord's Cove 
McAdam Jet 
Mjlltown 5,524 23 
River de Chute 178 40 
Bt. Andrews 
St. Croix 890 19 
St. Hilaire 
St. John 
St. Leonard 6,487 516 
St. Stephen 11,964 436 
Union Corner 75 
Upper Mills 344 2 
Wilson's Beach 
Woodstock Road 1,884 162 

Total, ~ '•" 
New Brunswick 44,432 2,068 

Quebec 
Abercorn 1,061 .246 
Armstrong 175 62 
Beebe 1,121 55 
Ghartierville - ' ' -
Clarenceville 140 44 
Corains Mjlis 550 
:.Govey Hill 120 ' , 12 
Dundee 523 23 
East Pinnacle 50 
Estcourt • 14 : - . 
Franklin Centre 22 6 

. Fre.lighsburg 246 121 
Glen Sutton 250 514 
Hemmingford 572 45 
Herdnan' 193 123 
Hereford Road 439 2 
Hi^v/ater ... :.... • 546 392 
Jamieson's Line 32 .9 
Lac Frontiere 1 
Lacolle 463 1,537 
Montreal 

14 
3 
89 
88 

35 ' 
65 

132 
109 
500 
188 

. 2,469 
- 81 

— 
— 
1 
1 

4 
-

36 
7 
90 
51 

235 
65 

88 567 

182 1,078 14 

3,976 29,687 198 

182 

274 
734 
22 
13 

4,920 
10,057 

51 
443 

12 
45 
-
-

232 
714 
61 
92 

202 

;,926 

.. 104 . 
35 
89 

12 
59 
15 
11 . 
23 
15 
-

22 
244 
94 
64 • 
27 
344 
— 
3 

• 81 

880 
97 
539 

87 
285 
42 

. 574 , 
66 

.; 23 
2 

135 
212 
592 
317 
168 
315-
17 
11 

1,262 

. . 5 . . 
167 

3 
-

7 
1 

-

31 
-

9 
- • 

3 
1 

-

10 
— 

197 

155 
258 
55 

14 
92 
39 
17 

. • . 24 , 
21 

• • • . _ 

. -57 
65 
46 

. 18 
79 
155 

- • 

35 
226 
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Wumber of . 
Foreign Vehicles 

Number 
Inward . Canadian Vehicles Inward 

Port and Province 
Non-
Permit 
Class 
(Local 
Traffic) 

Travel­
ler' s 
Veliicie 
Permits 

Com- Leng-th of stay abroad Com­
mercial 24 hours Over mercial 
Vehicles or leas 24 hours Vehicles 

Quebec - Cont'd^ 
Morses Line .. 
Noyan 
Philipsburg .. 
Quebec ........ 
Rock Island .. 
St. Anaand ... 
St. pamphile . 
St. Zacharie . 
Stanhope ..... 
Trout River .. 
Wobum 

Total, 
Quebec 

123. 
221 
607 

2,993 

314 
524 
264 

11,151 

Ontario 
Brpckville 
Jobourg < 
Cornwall 
Courtright 
Erleau ..., 
Fort Erie ..., 
Fort Frances < 
Fort William .....,,, 
Gananoque ..........< 
Kingston 
Kings-ville 
Lansdowne *«... < 
Leamington 
Midland . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Morrisburg . . . 
Niagara F a l l s . 
Pe l ee I s l a n d . 

• Pigeon River . 
P o r t Arthur . . 
Port Lambton 
Prescott 
Rainy River ..... 
Sarnia 
Sault Ste. Marie 
Sombra .......... 
Toronto 
Vi'alpole Island .. 
west Dock ....... 
Ytindsor ....^.... 

Total 
Ontario 

!«•••• 

> • • • • O • 

»«•«•••« 

25,627 

121 

662 
150 

10,685 
944 

7 

83,817 

99 
70. 

1,735 

460 

11 
34 
99 

161 

508 
269 
17 

225 
26 
37 

90 
182 
510 

2,267 

136 
1,047 

426 
105' 

5 
69 

39 

2 
101 
SB 
16 

6,919 1,852 9,977 702 

2,891 

74 

76 
6 

1,504 
80 

29 

34 

29 
16 
126 
30 

6,457 3,292 

11,274 

118 

269 
464 

2,073 
1,107 

4 

6,170 

.. 34 
27 

•;io4 

110 

36 
237 
20 

580 

2,654 

1,477 
-
-

33,216 
2,664 

-

270 

173 
2 

-
4,924 

45 

8 

485 

71 
-
_ . 

688 
166 

-

188 

1,392 
-
— • 

5,162 
1,812 

46 

506 

59 
-
._' 

214 
21 

2 

103 

168 
—- ' 
.« . 

409 
220 

2 

137 

216 

47 

24 
2 

213 
30 

1,130 

14 

81 
56 

262 
43 

970 

169,530 16,706 6,357 29,597 1,466 3,492 
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Number of 
Foreign Vehicles Invmrd 

Number of 
Canadian Vehicles Inward 

Port £ind Province 

Mani toba 
Boissevain 
Cartv;right 
Coulter 
Crystal City ... 
Emerson .... 
Gbbdlande ,.:... 
Gretna 

. Haskett 
Lena 
Lyleton ........ 
Middlebro ...... 
Pi hey 
Snowflake 
South J-unction . 
Windygates ..... 

Total, 
Mani toba 

Saskatchewan 
Big Beaver 
East Poplar River .. 16 
Elmore 
Estevan ' 79 
Mar J en-thal 
Monchy ... i 10 
Northgate .. — 50 
North portal • 183 
Oungr'e 2 
Regway 1 
Treelon 24 
West Poplar River: .. 5 
fallow Creek ....... 

Tot^l, 
Saskatchewan 370 

Alberta 
Aden 1 
Carway 14 
Chief Mountain 
Coutts 811 
Del Boni ta 85 
Tv'ild Horse Q^ 

Total, 
Alberta 917 

. Non-
Per;;:i t 
Class 
(Local 
Traff ic) 

. 14 
7 
2 

14 
1,558 

1 
841 

18 
12 

57 
65 
14 
47 
"5 

2,615 

Travel­
l e r ' s 
Vehi c l e 
perir.i t s 

16 
1 
1 

194 
2 
1 

1 

216 

Cor.-
luercial 
Vehicles 

3 

1 
3 

50 
1 
7 
6 
3 

77 
4 

11 
15 

181 

6 

5 

6 
2 
1 

5 
1 
2 

26 

14 

196 
8 

2 
2 
6 
2 

15 
148 

175 

Length of sta^ aiyoed Com-
• 24 hours Over mercial 
or less 24 hours Vehicles 

185 
4 

3 
7 
10 
521 
32 

444 
40 
16 

23 
60 
9 
47 
8 

1,242 

4 
43 
5 
40 

18 
18 

175 
16 

22 
4 

348 

2 
' 9 

218 191 

821 
65. 

_22_ 

909 

2 
224 
4 
16 
4 
3" 

.266 

24 

27 
I 
15 
1 

81 

18 

240 
3 
2 

4 
1 
8 

56 

87 
19 
7 

8 
9 

12 
2 

215 

1 
5 
9 

37 
39 
4 
2 
25 

134 

262 

2 
3 

245 
17 

2. 

269 
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Port end Province 

British Columbia 

Aldergrove 
Boundary Bay 
Carson '. 
Cascade Ci ty •..., 
Fla-thead 
Huntingdon 
Keremeos 
Kingsgate ... 
Mi dway 
Nelway 
New Westminster .. 
Osoyoos 
Pacific Highway ., 
Paterson 
Pleasant Camp .... 
Port Alberni ...., 
Powell River ..... 
Prince Rupert .... 

' Roosville 
Rykerts 
Sidney 
Silver Heights ... 
Stewart • 
Vemcouver ....... 
Victoria 
sVaneta .".'\. 

Total, 
British Columbia 

Nui.iber of 
Foreign Vehicles 

Non- Travel-
Permit ler's 
Class Vehicle 
(Local Permits 
Traffic) 

279 
540 
240 

• 220 

1,419 
3 

27 
58 
78 

591 
1,207 

85 

21 
184 

115 

483 
52 
68 
80 

389 
4 

139 

11 

318 
6,197 

63 
2 

3 
5 

10 

1 
318 

Inward,^. 

Com­
mercial 
Vehicles 

- 58 
42 
24 
9 

47 

10 
29 

27 
77 

103 

3 

5 
36 

Niimber of 
Canadian Vehicles Inward 

13 

5,080 

Length of stay abroad Com-
24 hovirs Over mercial 
or less 24 hours Vehicles 

801 
641 
133 
249 

2,631-
3 

124 
13 
85 

846 
4,754 

269 

58 
308 

53 
206 

6 
2 

90 
51 -. 
5 
26 
— 

209 
4 

169 " 
1 

17 -

140 ' 

84 
-55-

77 
119 
15 
.29 

• • . ' " 1 • 

207 
• • ' — 

19 
, 5 
11 

191 
• ̂  • 4 2 

- 79 

1 
38 

-

92 
4 

1 
143 

41 
195 

1 
• • • • -

8,143 470 11,162 986 1,175 

Yukon Territory 

Dawson 
ViOai t eho r se 

Total, 
Yukon Terri tory • 

TOTAL 
CANADA 224,075 

33 17 

17 

33,329 12,199 82,722 3,962 .11,743 
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TABLE 1 -SUMMAl-g BY PROVINCES OF HIGHV.AY-TRAFFIC AT CAiUDIilN BORDER POUTS 

FEBRUARY. 1947 and FEBRUARY. 1948 

Prov ince 

. .Prince Edward I s l a n d , , 
Nova S c o t i a . . . . . . , , . . . , 
New Brunsvdck 
Quebec . . . . . ' . , 
On ta r io 
Manitoba . . . « . » 
Saskutchev/an . . . . . . . . . . 
Alber-ta , . 
British Columbia ..,,,, 
Yukon Territory ....... 

TOTAL , 

NUMBER OF FOREIGN VEHICLES INWARD 

Non-Permit Class ' 
Local T r a f f i c 

T r a v e l l e r ' s 
Vehicle 
Permi t s 

1947 1948 1947 1948 

46,371 
7,308 

107,762 
1,972 

626 
967 

3,967 

•44,452 
11,131 

169,530 
2,615 

3.70 
.917 

6,080 

„ 

1,561 
5,759 

11,904 
232 
7 

166 
7,646 

19 

1 
2,068 
6.919 
16,706 

216 
26 
218 

8,143 
53 

Coramerciai 
Vehicles 

1947 1948 

4,916 
1,966 
6,536 

200 
155 
389 
307 

167,865 224,076 26,083 55,529 13,605 

5,976 
1,332 
5,367 

181 
175 
191 
470 
17 

12,199 

I4^^_2^--SyM-^HlJBYX^p^TOjGESQZ..HIGHWAY TR/iFFIC AT CiiHADlMi B.ORDER POINTS 

i-EhmAiH. 1947 anii'i'EhmAxam 1948 

NUMBSR OF CAiWlDIAN VEHICLES INVJARD 

Prov ince 

P r ince Edward I s l a n d . . 
Wova Sco t i a . . 
Uevi bi 'unsnick 
Quebec 
O n t a r i o . ...o.< 
Manitoba . . . . 
Saskatchewan 
Albex-ta . . . . . 
B r i t i s h Columbia 
Yukon Terri- tory . . 

Length of s t ay abroad 

24 hours 
or l e s s 

1947 1948 

31,538 
8,682 

36,639 
955 
992 

1,245 
15,^-286 

1947 

Over 
24 hours 

1948 

Commerciai 
—Vehicles• 

1947 

29,687 
9,977 

£9,397 
1,242 

. . 348 
909 

11,162 

263 
988 

2,362 
264 

63 
179 

1,366 

198 
702 

1,466 
266 
81 

263 
986 

4,638 
2,946 
2,406 

123 
130 
39 4 
855 

1948. 

3,926 
2,654 
3,492 

213 
134 
269 

1,175 

TOTAL »< 93,195 82,722 6,486 3,962 11,592 11,743 
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TABLE 5 - CUMULATIVE SUMM/iRY BY PRQVII'iCES OF HIGHWAY TRAI''FIG AT CANADIAJ'J BORDER POINTS 

JMiUARY ^ FEBfiU;JxY. 1947: JmUIdU - FEBHUiiRY. 1948 

NUMBER OF FOREIGN VEHICLES INWARD 

Province Non-permit Class 
Local T ra f f i c 

Traveller's 
.. Vehicle 
Permits 

Coramerciai 
Vehicles 

1947 1948 1947 1948 1947 1948 

Prince Edward Island ..... •» 
Nova Scotia -
New Brunswick . . . . . . . . . . . . 95,759 
Quebec 16,027 
U U t ' & X ^ l O • o o « e e a e e « e « e e e a v « fdOX^ v / U U 

Manitoba 6,042 
Saskatchewan 1 , 270 
A lbe r t a 1,814 
B r i t i s h Columbia 7,861 
Yukon Terri-tory 

TOTAL • 567,663 
Percen tage Chai-ige 

90,069 
22,638 

517,337 
6,645 
1,059 
2,160 

10,809 

2,967 
8,077 

24,867 
. 666 

28 
. 276 
12 ,601 

28 

1 
5,885 

11,235 
29,824 

468 
80 

462 
16,607 

64 

9,436 
5,816 

11,278 
540 
585 
784 
756 

8,620 
. 5,496 
11,290 

528 
444 
582 

1,052 
17 

449,616 49,589 61,572 
+ 25.7J6 + 24.75̂  

26,795 26,603 
- 4.8% 

TABLE 4 - CUMULATIVE SUaiARY BY PKOVINCLS OF HIGHViiAY TRiil'TIC AT CAi-JAPlAfJ BQxiD£fi_POINTS 

jAi'JUMiY' - FEBRUARY. 1947; JANUARY - FLBRUARY. 1948 

NUMBER OF CANADIAN VEHICLES INWAh.D 

Len'gth oi' a tay abroad 

Pro-vince, 

P r ince Edward i s l a n d . . . . . 
ariva. -Scotia 

Quebec 
Ontario, 
Manitoba .........ooo..... 
Saskatchevian 
ip-ber-ta 
B r i t i s h Columbia . . . . « . • . . 
Yukon Ter i ' i tory 

lOT/iL 
Percentage Change . . . . . . . . 

(L^ 
or 

1947 

66,447 
18,951 
74,838 . 

3,266 • 
2,006 
2 ,396- • 

25,257 

190,130 
^ • / , 

nours 
l e s s 

1948 

• 607052 
. 207306' 
57,473 

2,460 
1J136 

. -2 ,204 . 
.22,565 

165,985 
- 12.7;& 

( 
24 

1947 

468 
1,822 
4,922 

604 
130 
316 

2,477 

10,639 

jver 
hours 

1948 

465 
1,506 
3,243 

488 
201 
607 

2,138' ' 

e ,538 
- 19.7% 

Com mei'cial 
Vehicles 

1947 

9,696 
6,464 
8 ,469 ; 

702 
571 
891 

• 1,682 

28,164 

'• 1948 

8,211 
4,374 . 
7,020 

- 474 
342 

•-677 
2,438 

23,536 
- 16.4% 
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The following notes define briefly the classifications used in the -tables: 

1. "Commercial Vehicles" are -trucks used for commercial pvirposes. 

2. Vehicles not classified as commercial vehicles consist of automobiles, 
taxis, motorcycles and bicycles. 

5. Through buses, local buses, horse-drawn vehicles, and military trucks, 
or other military vehicles, ere not included in any of -the classifica­
tions. 

4. Foreign Vehicles Inward 
(a) Non-Permit Class (E.49) — , 

Local vehicles which are not required to make out formal Customs* permits. 
They are restricted to travel wi-thin the jurisdiction of the port and 
may not remain in Canada more -than 48 hours. 

Also included are the repeat trips of commuters and o-thers who cross 
-the border frequently on commuting permits. (See below). 

(b) Traveller's Vehicle Permits (E.50) 
Traveller's vehicle permits are issued to all non-commercial vehicles 

which - ° 
1. Travel beyond -the jurisdiction of "the port of entry, or 
2. remain in Canada more -than 48 hours, or 
S. leave the country by another port than the one by which they 

entered. 

These permits are usually issued for period of 60 days or 6 mon-ths, 
but a considerable number is issued to vehicles which are in Canada less 
-than 48 hours. 

Also included in -this class are commuting permits which entitle the 
holders to cross the border frequently during -the tenure of their permits. 
Repeat trips'after -the first, however, are included in the non-permit 
class, as mentioned above. 

5. Canadian Vehicles Inward (E.60A) 
Canadian vehicles returning to' Canada are classified by leng^-of-

stay depending upon whether they are abroad for more or less -than 24 hours. 

Statistics on volume of highway traffic have been published aimually from 
1925 to 1957,. and haye been published annually end mon-thly from January 1938 to 
date. Cer-teln changes In classification instituted in April, 1941 do not permit 
exact comparisons between data published before and after that date. Particulars 
of changes In classification can be fotmd on page 4 of -the annual statement for 
-the year 1944. 

Publication is made possible through -the co-operation of Customs and Immi­
gration officials across Canada. 
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