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HIGHV/AY -TP:AFF1C AT CANADIAN ECRDER PGĤ iTS 

APRIL. 1949 

Highway traffic between Canada and the United States in April was I4 per 
cent heavier than in the same month last year. The advance was principally due to 
Canadian traffic returning from the United States which increased by 4C per cent. 
The increase in United States traffic entering Canada was only 5 per cent. The 
comparison between traffic in the two years is influenced by the fact that Easter 
occurred in April this year but in March last year. For that reason a more valid 
comparison can be made by considering the aggregate voliime of traffic; for the two 
months of March and April. Data for the two months show an increase of 10 per cent 
in total traffic across the boi-der, United States vehicles increasing by 2 per cent 
and Can-adian vehicles by 32 per cent. 

The aggregate number of border crossings in April was 613,800, consisting 
of A15,4C0 foreign entries and 198,400 Canadian vehicles returning. Cf the foreign 
inflow 83,500 vehicles entered on traveller's vehicle permits, 315,600 were non=-
permit or local entries and 16,300 were commercial vehicles. The Canadian traffic 
comprised 23,100 vuaits remaining abroad for more than 24 hours, 160,400 staying for 
shorter periods and 14,900 commercial vehicles. 

Foreign Vehicles 
The number cf foreign vehicles entering Canada on traveller's vehicle per

mits in April was 19 per cent greater than in April 1948. Practically all provinces 
shared in the increase, the greatest proportionate gains being in the Prairie 
Provinces where traffic was more than twice as heavy as in the year before. The vol
ume of this type of traffic entering all provinces in the first four months of 1949 
was 12 per cent higher than in the same period of last year. The corresponding gain 
in the first four months of 1946 over the same months in 1947 ŵ is 25 per cent. Non-
permit or local traffic increased by 2 per cent over April 1948, losses in Quebec 
and Ontario being more than offset by gains in the other provinces. 

Canadian Vehicles 
The current upswing in Canadian highway traffic to the United States which 

commenced last December experienced a sharp increase in April. The number of vehi
cles returning from the United States in April after visits of 24 hours or more was 
almost two and a half times the volume of the year beforeo The following figures 
give the number of such visits via three of the larger ports with corresponding data 
in.brackets for April 1948: Fort Erie 2,655 (474), Niagara Falls 1,612 (655), Windsor 
2,617 (950)0 It is probable that the motive for most of these visits was Easter 
shopping in Buffalo, Niagara Falls and Detroit. Residents of Canada who remain out 
of the country for A8 hours or more have been entitled since January 1st of this year 
tc a customs exemption of $100. Although there was a substantial increase of 34 per 
cent in the number of short term visits of 2A hours or less, the proportionate gain 
in short term traffic, which does not benefit from the customs exemption, was much 
smaller that that shown by longer term traffico Cumulative data for the first four 
months show increases of 3I per cent in short term traffic and 88 per cent in long 
term traffic. 



April 

1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

=. e = 

Tourist Car Movement - April. 1937 ^ 1949 

Travellers Vehicle Permits 
Foreign Vehicles Inward 

44,773 
51,964 
46,766 
43,314 
55,022 
37,822 

• 14,538 
19,477 
32,102 
64,550 
56,241 
69,907 
83,510 

(1) Comparable category unavailable, 

Returning Canadian Cars 
Abroad over 2^ hours 

(1) 
ID 
(1) 

16,769 
4,575 • 
3,887 
1,807 
2,519 
2,935 
10,315 
14,322 
9,496 
23,123 

Traffic by rail, through bus, boat and plane ° March, 1949 

The number of non-resident travellers entering Canada from the United 

States in March by rail, through bus, boat and plane was 9 per cent lower in 1949 

than in 1946. Plane traffic increased by 26 per cent, but traffic by rail, bus 

and boat decreased by I6 per cent, 5 per cent, and 7 per cent respectively. Cum

ulative totals for the first quarter show a drop of 6 per cent as compared with 

the first CjUarter of 1948. In each month there were decreases in the number of 

passengers entering by rail, bus and boat, accompanied by increases in those 

arriving by plane .-

The volume of Canadian traffic returning from the United States by 

rail, through bus, boat and plane in March was 2 per cent higher than in the pre

ceding yearo Increases in the number of passengers returning by bus and plane 
( 

more than offset decreases in rail and boat passengers. Fist quarter totals 

were 7 per cent higher in 1949 than in I9480 



MONTHLY STATEMENT BY p-ORTS OF HIGBVAY TRAFFIC AT CANADIAN BORDER POINTS 

Port and Province 

Nova Scotia 

X X Q > L J L X aJv o o o o o o o o o 

North Sydney ..o» 
Yarmouth ........ 

Total, 
Nova Scotia o....... 

New Brunswick 
Andover .. o o o.. o. 
Belleville o..... 
Blooiaf ield ... o. o 
Brown Road .00.00 
Campobello .. 0.. 0 
Centreville .„ooo 
W X 0 1 J / • • • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0' 

Connors .,.,..... 
Edmundston .,..0. 
Forest City ..«.0 
Fosterville ..... 
Four Falls ...... 
Gillespie ....... 
Grand Falls ..0 0. 
Lord's Cove ..... 

iiPRIL 

N\imber of 
Foreign 

Non-
Permit 
Class 
(Local 
Traffic) 

= 
-
CE> 

" 

2,430 
84 
76 
13 
-

637 
3.456 

-

23,497 
206 
125 
59 

1,056 
454 

Vehicles 

Travel
ler's 
Vehicle 
Permits 

am 

1 
•" 

1 

623 
3 
7 
-
-

104 
622 
-

750 
-

3 
78 
336 
122 

, 1949 

Inward 

Com
mercial 
Vehicles 

0 

"" / 
— 

' 

412 
24 
56 
2 
-

197 
270 
-

1,172 
14 
8 
3 

576 
174 

Number of 
Canadian Vehicles Inward 

Length of 
24 hours 
or less 

0 

-
• • 

2,594 
179 
94 
43 
-

472 
3,139 

-
9,962 

52 
U9 
139. 
698 
467 

stay 

24 

abroad 
Over 
hours 

» 

-
- " • 

16 
-

2 
1 
-

37 
16 
- • 

117 
-
-

"•'.Or 

3 
4 

Com
mercial 
Vehicles 

= 
= 

°* 

623 
59 
77 
6 
-

276 
216 
-

399 
37 
22 
21 
711 
62 

As Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island have no ports of entry adjacent to 
the United States boundary, vehicles proceeding to these provinces (with the 
exception of those travelling direct from the United States by steamer) enter 
through ports in other provinces and are recorded in the latter. 
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Port and Province 

Number of 
Foreign 

Non-
Permit 
Class ̂  
(Local) 
Traffic) 

4,417 
278 

1,491 
7,961 
21,096 

56 
470 

3,125 

Vehicles 
Travel
ler's 
Vehicle 
Permits 

65 
46 
236 
883 

1,016 
3 
7 

462 

Inward 

Com
mercial 
Vehicles 

275 
87 
163 
779 
805 
13 
39 
200 

Number of 
Canadian Vehicles 

Length of stay abroad 
24 hours 
or less 

3,968 
. 173 
1,431 
5,770 

19,905 
106 
493 

1,907 

Over 
24 hours 

7 
-
33 
37 
445 
-
-
55 

Inward 

Com
mercial 

• Vehicle 

344 
1C6 
183 
320 
746 
34 
58 
171 

New Brunswick - Cont'd 

Milltown 
River de Chute 
St. Croix .... 
St, Leonard .. 
St. Stephen .. 
Union Corner . 
Upper Mills .. 
Woodstock Road 

o o * o 6 0 o e « e 

0 • • e 

o a o o 

0 0 0 9 

Total, 
New Brunswick 70,987 5,366 5,269 51,741 777 4,493 

o o • o < 

ituebec 
Abercorn 
Ariostrong . . . . . 
Beebe 
Chartierville . 
Glarenceville . 
Comins Mills .. 
Dundee 
East Pinnacle . 
Estcourt 
Franklin Centre 
Frelighsburg .. 
Glen Sutton ... 
Hemraingf oi-d ... 
Herdman 
Hereford Road . 
Highwater 
Jamieson's Line 
Lac Frontiers . 
J.|£lCOXJ.6 a o « • 9 • e 

Leadville ..... 
Mansonville ... 
Morses Line ,.. 
Noyan^ 
Philipsburg 
Rock Island 
Sto Armand . 
St o Pamphile 

e o a o 

0 0 0 

9 9 m 

0 0 0 0 

1,382 
99 

1,334 

139 
494 

1,485 
19 
33 
103 
250 
227 
687 
478 
591 
919 
126 
-
512 
4-
25 
90 . 
507 
497 

4,225 
11 
» 

666 
406 
80 

59 
262 
142 
6 
8 
29 
159 
698 
2̂ 8 
149 
54 
943 
23 
3 

4,918 
-
-
85 
267 

3,762 
2,015 

34 
6 

149 
24 
59 

12 
35 
25 
11 
13 
7 
71 
114 
111 
,50 
96 
267 
6 

154 

45 
49 
215 
232 
1 

1,384 
72 
494 

126 
260 

1,262 
24 
42 
33 
136 
344 
751 
640 
186 
504 
45 
1 

3.874 
29 
36 
62 
451 

1,578 
2,816 

23 

66 
13 

6 
31 
9 

12 
1 
9 
2 
30 
22 

45 

1,675 

3 
52 
784 
116 
1 

111 
52 
12 

19 
57 
48 
6 
37 
4 
39 
46 
73 
6-2 
46 
.47 

4 
146 

4 
41 
30 
169 
105 
6 
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Port and Province 

Number of 
Foreign Vehicles Inward 

Numer of 
Canadian Vehicles Inward 

Non-
Permit 
Class 
(Local 
Traffic) 

Travel
ler's 
Vehicle 
Permits 

Com- Length of stay abroad Com
mercial 24 hours Over mercial 
Vehicles or less 24 hours Vehicles 

Q,uebec - Cont'd 

St. Zacharie ., 
Stanhope 
Trout River ... 
Woburn , 

Total, 
Q,uebec 

Ontario 

33 
166 
901 
259 

15,616 

• • • • o 

• • • • o • 

o • • e e • 

• e « » • o 

Brockville 
Cobourg .. 
Cornwall . 
Courtright 
Erieau ... 
Fort Erie 
Fort Frances ..o 
Fort V/illiara .,. 
Kingston ,. 
Kingsville 
Lansdowne 
Leamington 
Midland 
Morrisburg 
Niagai'a Falls .., 
Pelee Island ... 
Pigeon River ... 
Port Arthur .... 
Port Lambton ... 
Prescott .... o o. 
Rainy River .... 
Sarnia 
Sault Ste. Marie 
Sombre 
Walpole Island . 
Windsor 

192 

2,438 
267 

50,996 
3,330 

639 

26,647 

143 

442 
596 

7,164 
1,974 
261 
116 

119,668 

3 
830 
626 
72 

126 

579 
94 

11,948 
109 

2,233 
1 

6 
6,990 

208 

177 
369 
3 

5,132 
400 
95 
63 

16,959 

2 
35 
14 
287 

110 
959 

1,306 
171 

16,575 2,107 17,745 

2 

92 

1,169 
109 

496 

21 

15 

2 
18 

169 
48 

-,295 

273 

3,390 
46 

10,311 
2,647 

1,712 

17,234 

563 

179 
796 
3 

2,404 
2,573 
112 
306 

14,686 

31 
121 
52 
24 

3,149 

50 

193 
12 

2,655 
75 

699 

1,612 

359 

51 
175 

795 
161 
20 
6 

2,617 

37 
71 
40 
69 

1,430 

• - 132 
2. 

526 
1,428 

258 

1,774 

14 

40 

216 
66 
19 

. 17 
1,265 

Total, 
Ontario, 215,075 47,494 7,456 57,437 9,680 5,786 
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Port and Province 

Number of 
Foreign Vehicles Inward 

Number of 
Canadian Vehicles Inward 

Non-
Permit 
Class 
(Local 
Traffic) 

T r a v e l 
l e r ' s 
Vehic le 
Permits 

Com- Length of stay abroad Com
mercial 24 hours Over mercial 
Vehicles or less 24 hours Vehicles 

e o • « 

Manitoba 
Boissevain .... 
Cartwright .... 
Coulter 
Crystal City 
Emerson..... 
Goodlands .. 
Gretna ..... 
Haskett 0... 
Lena •..... o 
Lyleton .... 
Middlebro ..... 
Piney 
Snowflake ..... 
South Junction 
Windygates 

9 9 

• • 

ft e « o 

e o • • 0 0 

Total, 
Manitoba 

Saskatchewan 
Big Beaver .... 
East Poplar Riv 
Eliaore . . . . . . . . 
Estevan . o . . . . . 
Marienthal 
Monchy ...i. 
Northgate .. 
North Portal 
Cungre ..... 

c « 

e r 

0 0 0 0 0 

Regway . . . . . . . . . 
X X C Vif JL O X l -r 9 0 « « 0 9 9 9 

West Poplar River 
Willow Greek .... 

Total, 
Saskatchewan 

Alberta 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Aden 

Can-vay , 
Chief Mountain 
Coutts , 
Del Bonita ..., 
Wild Horse .... 

Total, 
Alberta 

39 
27 
46 
14 

1,908 
• 26 

l',2l6 
74 
67 
27 
110 
125 

63 
58 

3,800 

30 
43 
99 
362 
53 
22 
421 
542 
30 
23 
51 
17 

1,713 

» o « o 

9 
66 

903 
391 
19 

1,406 

49 
2 
11 
2 

733 
10 
47 
12 
.20 
6 

3 
3 

904 

416 

62 
-
4 
7 
70 
2 
71 
3 
1 
4 

19 

2 
• 9 

35 
104 
IC 

1,142 
• 170 
1,296 
224 
173 
72 
276 
120 

79 
58 

199 3.821 

13 
12 
6 
47 
6 
27 
23 
129 
36 
71 
10 
11 
19 

1 
2 
IG 
7 
1 
-' 
23 
105 
3 
2 
1 
-
- • 

140 
161 
152 
272 
216 
26 
443 

1,145 
137 
100 
90 
24 
-

155 2,906 

3 
141 

806 
44 
7 

•c 

y 

132 
1 

23 
66 

1,573 
164 
25 

62 
IC 
23 
1 

974 
15 

19 
10 

1,131 

36 
43 
14 
70 
12 
30b 
60 
463 
56 

172 
63 
• 3 2 

1,331 

1,001 217 1,671 

6 
1&5 

793 
26 
16 

1,028 

12 
4 
24 
•6 

65 
5 

30 
45 
14 
30 
54 
28 

11 
10 

360 

57 
8 
54 
35 
53 
1 

130 
263 
40 
90 
52 
15 

798 

413 
61 

4 

502 
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Fort and Province 

Number of 
Foreign Vehicles Inward 

Number of 
Canadian Vehicles Inward 

Non-
Fermit 1 
Class 
(Local 
Traffic) 

Travel
ler's 
Vehicle 
Permits 

Com- Length of stay abroad Com
mercial 24 hours Over mercial 
Vehicles or less 24 hours Vehicles 

British Columbia 
Aldergrove 391 
Boundary Bay ..... 1,035 
Carson 263 
Cascade City 332 
Huntingdon 1,569 
Keremeos 5 
Kingsgate 136 
Midway 142 
Nelway I58 
Csoyoos 693 
Pacific Highway .. 1,362 
Pater son 139 
Pleasant Camp .... 
Powell River 
Prince Rupert .... 
Roosville 49 
Rykerts ,,.. 312 
Sidney 
Silver Heights ... 
Skagit 107 
Stewart .......... . 118 
Vancouver 
Victoria 1 
Waneta I6 

575 
40 
129 
181 
791 
11 
361 
3 
61 
719 

7,631 
129 

11 
52 
15 

19 

756 

29 
53 
21 
4 
90 

26 
13 
32 
31 
185 
67 

207 
20 

1,652 
2,132 
326 
613 

4,066 
9 

511 
64 
106 

1,992 
11,266 

906 

93 
623 

46 
408 

19 
11 

293 
166 

19 
56 
354 
-
634 
15 
154 
464 

3,225 
234 . 

27 
131 
9 

-
-

216 
5 

244 
125 
56 
24 
294 
' 1 
26 
5 
97 
145 
166 
64 

3 
21 
- • 

• 65 
127 

1 
3 

Total, 
British Columbia 6,650 11,706 803 24,869 6,024 1,509 

Yukon Territory 

JuQ.WSOIl « « « o » o o o e o o ' 

Snag Creek 11 

T o t a l , 
Yukon Territory .. *.. 11 

TOTAL, 
CANADA 315,660 

47 

47 

60 

60 

63,510 16,266 160,391 23,123 14,686 
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Table 1 <= SUMMARY BY PROVINCES CF HIGHWAY TRAFFIC AT CANADIAN BORDER POINTS 

APRIL, 1948 AND yiPRIL, 1949 

NUMBER OF FOREIGN VEHICLES INTft'ARD 

Province 
Non-Permit Class 
Local Traffic 

Traveller's 
Vehicle 
Permits 

1946 1949 1948 1949 

Commercial 
Vehicles 

1948 1949 

Nova Scotia - - 5 1 - . -
New Brunswick 59,904 70,967 4,468 5,366 6,145 5,269 
Quebec ,. 18,42? 15,616 14,124 16,575 2,046 2,107 
Ontario.. .220,967 215,075 40,477 47,494 7,085 - 7,456 
Manitoba 2,994 3,800 420 904 94 199 
Saskatchewan, 965 1,713 119 416 I69 I55 
Alberta ,. .,. 1,175 1,406 585 1,001 II5 . ' 21? 
British Columbia ,. 6,056 6,850 9,667 11,706 589 803 
Yukon Territory' ... - 11 42 47 34 60 

0 0 0 0 0 o o e o o e o TCT/iL 
Percentage change 

310,508 315,660 

+ l o 7 

69,907 83,510 

•> 19.=5 

16,299 16,266 
- 0.2 

T a b l e 2 ° SUMMARY BY IRGVINCES OF ElGHliVAY TRAFFIC AT GMADIAN BORDER POINTS 
APRIL, 1948 AND APRIL, 194.9 

NUMBER CF CANADI/iN VEBICIES INWiiRD 

Length of stay abroad 
Commercial 

Province 

Nova Sco t i a . . . . . . . 
New Brunswick 
^ l X 6 u 6 v . ' • o o o a o o o o o o e 

Manitoba ' . . . . . . . . . , 
Saskiatchewan . . . . . . 
/ i X D 6 ! r v & o o o e e o e o o o o 

B r i t i s h Columbia . . . 
Yukon T e r r i t o r y , . , 

Percentage change . 

24 
o r 

1948 

c » 

40,222 
16,032 
41,664 

2,132 
1.571 
1,344 

17,062 
*" 

120,027 -

hours 
l e s s 

1949 

^ 

51,741 
17,745 -
57,437 

3,621 
2,906 
1,671 

24,869 
1 

160,391 
• 33o6 

24 

1948 

_ 

439 
1,624 
3,301 

636 
994 . 
715 

1,787 
" 

9,496 

Over 
hours 

1949 

^ 

777 
3,149 
9,660 
1,131 
1,331 
1,028 
6,024 

3 

23,123 

• 143c5 

Vehicles . 

1946 

mm 

3,663 
1,557 
4,165 

204 
463 
256 

1,967 
^ 

12,535 ,, 

1949 

_ -

4 ,493 
1,430 
5,768 

360 
798 
502 

1,509 
6 

14,666 

• 18 .8 



Table 3-CUMULATIVE SUM̂ IARY BY PROVINCES CF HIGHWAY TRAFFIC AT CANADIAN BORDER POINTS 

JANUARY-ZiPRIL. 1948: JANUARY- APRIL, 1949 

NUMBER OF FOREIGN VEHICLES INT/ARD 

Province 
Non-Permit Class 
Local Traffic 

1948 1949 

T r a v e l l e r ' s 
Vehicle. . 
Permits 

1948 1949 

Commercial 
Vehicles 

1948 1949 

O O 9 0 O O O 

I O « O • O O 

Nova Sco t i a 
New Brunswick 
(Quebec -., 
vnT/srio . . . ' . . . . . o 
Manitoba . o . . . . . . . 
Saskatchewan .o.. 
Alberta 
British Columbia 
Yukon Territory . 

.201,123 
o 55,762 
.719,355 
, 11,823 
. 2,672 
o 4,517 
. 23,158 

2 

249,016 
52,075 

710,641 
•'11,787 

3,319 
4,280 

22,222' 
12 

9 
11,078 
33,692 
95,285 

1,244 
243 

1,601 
34,258 

156 

4 
13,017 
41,606 

108,405 
1,632 

603 
2.445 

30,021 
153 

19,490 
7,551 

25,047 
597 
846 
655 

2,225 
77 

TOTAL - 1,018,432 1,053,352 

Percentage change + 3o4 

177,566 198,086 

•*- 11.6 

56,468 

21,594 
10,116 
27,356 

1,015 
545 
600 

2,303 
247 

63.776 

+ 13 .0 

Table 4 - CUMULATIVE SUMMARY BY PROVINCES OF HIGHl'JAY TRAFFIC AT CANADIAN BORDER POINTS 

JANUARY-APRIL. 1948; JANUARY-AI'RIL. 1949 

NUMBER CF CANADIAN VEHICLES INWARD 

Province 

Length of stay abroad 

24 hours 
or less 

Over 
24 hours 

Commercial 
Vehicles 

1948 

Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick... 135,328 
Q,uebec 49,56I 
Ontario 138,539 
Manitoba 6,340 
Saskatchewan ... 3,473 
Alber ta , 4,677 
British Columbia 56,838 
Yukon Territory. 

TOTAL 394,776 

Percentage change 

1949 1948 1949 1948 1949 

181,539 
51,693 
196,621 
7,968 
5,295 
5,625 

65.836 
1 

1,096 
4,484 
9,622 
1,666 
1,578 
1,625 
5,711 

1,886 
6,899 

22,167 
2,430 
2,116 
2,478 

10,599 
-3 

16,628 
6,426 

1 5 , U 7 
900 

1,061 
1,224 
5,632 

18,991 
11,469 
21,655 

1,137 
1,480 
1,592 
4,305 

45 

516,578 

+30.9 

25,802 48,580 

+ 88 .3 

49,220 60,674 

+ 23.3 
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The following notes define briefly the classifications used in Tables 1 to 4: 

lo "Commercial Vehicles" are trucks used for ccaamercial purposes, 

2<, Vehicles not classified as commercial vehicles consist of automobiles, 
taxis, motorcycles and bicycles. 

3o Through buses, local buses, horse-drawn -vehicles, and military trucks, 
or other military vehicles, are not included in any of the classifications. 

4. Foreign Vehicles Inward 

(a) Non-Permit Class (E.49) 
Local vehicles which are not required to make out formal Customs permits, 
They are restricted to travel within the jurisdiction of the port and 
may not remain in Canada more than 48 hours. 

Also included are the repeat trips of curamuters and others who cross 
the border frequently on commuting permits. (See below), 

(b) Traveller's Vehicle Permits (E.50) 
Traveller's vehicle permits are issued to all non-commercial vehicles 

which -
lo Travel beyond the jurisdiction of the port of entry, 0£ 
2. remain in Canada morethan 48 hours, OT_ '-' 
3» leave the country by another port than the one by which they 

entered. 

These permits are usually issued for period of 60 days or 6 months, but 
a considerable number is issued to vehicles vrfiich are in Canada less than 
.48 hours o 

Also included in this class are cumrauting permits which entitle the 
holders to cross the border frequently during the tenure of their permits, 
Repieat trips after the first, however, are included in the non-permit 
class, as mentioned abovco 

59 Canadian Vehicles Inward (B.60A) 
Canadian vehicles returning to Canada are classified by length-of-

stay depending upon whether they are abroad for more or less than"24 hours. 

. Statistics on volume of highway traffic have been published annually from 1923 
to 1937, and have been published annually and monthly from January 1938 to date. 
Certain changes In classification instituted in April, 194I do not permit exact 
comparisons, between data published before and after that date. Particulars of 
changes in classification can be found on page 4 of the annual statement for the 
year 1944. 

Publication is made possible through the co-operation of Customs and Immi
gration officials across Canada. 
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