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In view of the public intereot in government finance, the Bureau has pre- 
pared the present bulletin dealing with the bonded indebtedness of the municipalities 
of Canada. 

The increase in public indebtedness during recent years has not been con-
fined to the Dominion and provincial governments alone. There are over 4,000 
rcunicipal governing bodies, with borrowing powers, in Canada classified into, (.L) 
cities, towns and villages representing the urban areas, and (E, rural municipal-
ities, districts and ccuritjee, representing the rural areas. 

For earlier years provincial reports do not in all instances record the 
municipal borrowings, but those provinces for which information is available show 
that a large increase in municipal bonded debt has taken place. Taking the year 1914 
as a basis and comparing the figures with those for 1923, which are the latest 
available for allfpp 1vinces, the bonded indebtedness of the municipalities of 
Quebec incr 6ased/$l 2l,1714,6 to $214 , 2 60,791; those of Ontario from $ 195,357, 29 1  
to $376,512,002; those of Saskatchewan from $33,804,192 to $51,709,772 ; those of 1berta from $41,65,492 to $70,999,611, and those of British Columbia from 
$92 ,561,75 to $96,273,937. 

There are of course new municipalities created from time to time, and 
their activities and levelopment account for a certain portion of the growth Of 
bonded liability, while older municipalities also, especially urban municipalities, 
have largely increased their population in the last decade. Between 1911 and 1921 
the urban municipalities of Canada increased their population from 3,290,964 to 
4,352,4O2, or by nearly 33 per cent, while rural municipalities increased from 
3 , 933,696 to 14,436,361 or by 12.9 per cent. 

The present report consists of four tables, Table 1 shows the populatione 
as estiir.ated by the municipalities reporting to their respective provincial gCvern-
ments for each year from 1919 to 1923, also the total and per capita bonded indebted-
ness of all classes of municipalities. Table 2 shows the total bonded indebtedness 
of urban and rural municipalities by classes, together with totals for all classes 
for all provinces ccrnbjned, for yeach year from 1919 to 1923. Table 3 shows in 
detail, the bonded debt of municipalities by classes, for each province, in the 
years 1919 to 1923. Table 4 shows the estimated populations of the provinces also 
the total and per capita bonded debt of urban as well as rural classes of 
municipalities. 

In comparing the classes of municipalities as between provinces, it must 
be borne in mind that the municipal systems of the several provinces vary with 
regard to the erection and incorporation of different kinds of municipalities, as 
for example in British Columbia, where eight out of thitty-tree cities have a 
population of 1,000 or less, while town municipalities do not exist. Again, in 
prince Edward Island, there is no system of rural municipalities, the provincial 
government administering all public loanB and borrowings other than those made by 
the incorporated urban municipalities which number one city and six towns. The 
Statistics of  population and total as well as per capita indebtedness apply only 
to the •City of Charlottetown and the town& of Summerside and Montague. The towns 
of Alberton, Kensington and georgetown had no bonded debt, while no information 
is available for Souris. 

Fina.11y, in New Brunswick the municipalities do not report very System- 
atically to the provincial government and incomplete returns largely account for 
fluctuations and seeming decreases of debt in the years under review. In these 
circumstances no attempt is made to show per capita rnt.inicipal indebtedness in 
New Brunswick. 



- 	•L 	 1P i , f All 21 us cf :urio± 

1919 	 1920 	 1921 	 1922 	 192 

?rinco Edward Is1nd 
Poo1-'.ti.ori 	1/ 15,934 15,934 15,934 15,934 
Totol 9rndcl Ir.obtcnoss 1/ .970,0 1,086,500 1,202,200 1,254,900 
Per Capita. Bondod Indobtodnoss 63.38 68.19 75.45 78.76 

P 

Nov" Sc'tia — 

Pru1atfon 2/ 523, 837 523,37 523, 837 523337 
Total Bond..d Inr1cbt6ncss 17,863,881 19,192,462 22,151,743 23,5.:-1,759 
or Capita Bondod Indbtccthoss 34.10 36.64 42.86 4•.94 

-w .)ruro\.iok - 
ulc+.ion 3/ 

Tctd Dndo.d indubt-Ancss 	11,128,467 	10,841,166 	7,578,567 	10,025,633 
Pi C pita Bondod Indobtodnoss 	c 

Quobuc 
Population 2,436,500 2,503,548 2,538,516 2,557,738 
Totd Bndod Indohtodncss 171,i66650 190,204,326 194,877,251 207,683,993 
Pr CapitaBonded Indebtednoss . 	 68.84 75.97 76.76 81.28 

Ontario — 

Population 2,621,75 2,649,936 2,738,407 ,792,482 
Total Bonded Indobtadnoss 4 	243,226,877 269,727, 2 71 317,613, 2 83 349,276,606 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 92.77 101.79 1.9b 125.38 

Noto:- i/ Census of 1921 popu1ctions for Charlottotown, Summcrsido and Uontagu. 
2/ Census of 1921  popultion. 
3/ Rcturno for Nw Brunowick arc so incornp1ot th.. t it would h misleading to show per cait: I igUrS. 

1 C3 
1,290,800 

8i.oi 

523,837 
2.,24.8,782 

46.29 

7,974,36 2  

2,626,397 
214,260,791 

81.58 

2 ,17,d5O 
376,512 ,002 

:1 
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T.b1e 1.- Fopulu.tions ana Tetal/Fer capita ondi InrJibtednss of all Clises of i.unicpa1ities by Provinces, years 1919 -1923. 

1919 	 1920 	 1921 	 1922 	 1923 

Manitoba - 
Population 	 507,442 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	55,562,788 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedneos 	. 	109.50 

Saskatchewan - 
Population 	 794,328 
Total Bonded Indebtedress 	' 	39,585,388 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	49.84 

Albert. - 
Population 	 2/ 50,000 
Total Bonded indebtedness 	66,870,464 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	113.34  

British Columbiu - 
Population 	 374,740 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 	94,741,615 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	q 	252.d2 

541,466 552,701 573269 
57,820,588 65,463,239 68, 	811,040 

106.79 118.44 120.03 

814,236 726,899 729,118 
34,989,751 35,040,336 52,787,655 

42.97 48.21 72.40 

2/ 	620,000 i/ 	588,454 i/ 	586,454 
57,205,275 53,429,558 60,832,650 

92.27 90.80 103.38 

	

383,380 	 398,085 	 400,375 

	

9,107,911 	97,495,984 	98,761,630 

	

250.69 	 244.91 	246.7  

564,518 
73,908,963 

130.92 

793, 241  
51,719,648 

65.20 

505,403 
70,999,611 

140.48 

400,863 
96,273,987 

240.1? 

Note:- 1/ Census of 1921  population 
21 These figures are frost the Alberta Vital Statistics :1port. 



Table 2.- Bonded IndobteInoss of nach Class of Urban and Rural }.iunicipality for all Proincos combined, years 1919-1923 

1919 1520 1921 1922 1923 

Citios 
Towns 

570,235,145 
78,676,136 

596,400,624 
81,388,735 

639,595,603 
88,013,212 

687,764,730 723,071 ,201 
Villages 741,446 710,043 652,097 

97,3 48 ,076 
557,678 

101,948,018 
557,676 

Total Urban Municipalitios 649,652,727 6 78,499,402 728,261,112 785,670,484 825,576,895 

1ura1 !iUnicipaliti3s 17,266,141 
22,16,189 

21,279,364 
22 ,657,901 

26,541,281 
23,842,662 

43,799,329 46,21-;,.;02 
}uji. aj Districts 
Comtv Councils 73,051 99,712 99,833 

24,175,080 
90,7L8 

21,794,937 
7b,910 231,678 

11,73,101 
108,500 

14,330,671 
159,236 

16,245, 037 
142,637 

19, 2 97,548 
194,36 

20,329,236 
Total Rural Uunicipalitior, 51 , 465,503 58,676,148 66,891,o 8 7,505,382 91,612,051 

Total All iiunicipalitios, 
Urban and Rural 	 701,118,230 	737, 1 75,550 	795,152,161 

	
8 73,175,866 	917,1ts8,946 



T.ABL 3.- BCIDEfl ID BTDSS O' MtYNICIPALrTIS BY CLASSES FOR LCH PROVINCZ, 

1919 	1920 	1921 	1922 	1923 

I Prince Edwrci Is1an. 1/ 
€ities 	8 143,100 	92 14,600 	1,0142,100 	1 , 0 92 , 1 00 	1,128,300 
Towns 	127,000 	161,900 	16o,ico 	162.8co 	i62,co 

1Total All Municipalities 	- 970,100 	1086,500 	1,202,200 	1,2514,900 	1,29000 

Nv* Scotia 
Cities 	8,5142,106 	9,222,016 11,515,916 1 2 ,189,516 12,613,866 
Towns 2/ 	8,1 9 8 ,555 	8,515,1 146 	9,6114,160 	9,935,265 10,201,152 Counties 	 - 1,123,220 	1,1455,300 	1 ,321 , 6 67 	i,1416,97 	1,1433,7614 

Total U1 Municipalities 	17,86 3 ,8811 9, 1 9 2 , 14 62 22 , 1451,7143 23,5141,759 214,214!,782 

New Brunswick 14/ - 
Cities 
Towns 

7,602,1407 8,256,620 5,595,821 7,306,1470 6,620,210 
2,893,1400 2,o66,ioo i,14614,000 1,8149,100 1,306,900 Counties 632,660 518,7146 518,7146 870,063 147,252 

Total All Municipalities 11,128,1467 10,8141 1 1466 7,578,567 10,025,633 7,9714,362 

ueb e c 
Cities 1146,706,369 1614,600, 766169, 690,3141 1 79,3 31 ,39 1  185,881,650 
Towns 20 ,98 5, 2 50 21,980,692 21,129,018 23,1451,119 2 3,087, 2 39 County Councils 
Counties 31 

231,678 105,500 159,236 1142,637 1914,536 
3,2145,353 3,51 14 ,368 3,898,656 14,958,8146 5,097,366 

?cta]. 	All Municipalities 171,16,65 19c2142 14,7251 207,883993 21 14 ,260,791 

Or.taric. 	- 
Citje 
Towns 3/ 

190,8 148,817 
314,1423,817 

210,1469,968 2146,627,175 266,3014,269 2 57,014 8,092 

Iura1 Municipalities 11,221,375 
37,328,73 14  
13,086,312 

143,1481,113 
16,999,0214 

149,135,776 
21,78 14 ,900 

53,020,070 
2 2 ,692,986 Countje3 6, 732 , 868 8,9.2,257 10,505,968 12,051,661 13,750,8514 

Total All Municipalities 2143,226,877 269,727,271 317,613,283 349,276,6o6 376,512,002 

Note:- 1/ The  statistics  shown represent the City of Charlottetown and the towns of 
Surmer si i.e and MonteLgue, only. 

2/ Dartmcuth Ferry bonds not included, 

31 Including villages, 	 S 

14/ Yearly returns are incomplete. 

I 



TLE 3..-C:DED I;DTEss OF 	 0 -1:::, 
Yeara 1919.4923. 

1919 	1920 	1q21 	1922 	192 

Manitoba 
CitteB 	 . 	... 47,900,7' 481305,654  53,975,7 14 57,619,139 59,71,99 Tc'-ns 	 . 	• 2,67.9,597 23G0 ,.62 ,05,073 2,262,255 3,99 
t.11ages 	. 	. . 	• a6,g93 96,16 101,07 29,g16 90,957 u 'ra1 	hnicipaltties 95,595 7,10,90 ,145].,21 ,9,g3oio,o7.,1J9 

Total 	11 	hni11iti 55,562 ,79 57,320,5 	- 6 5 ,146,239 6,ii,o14o 73,90,9G3 

Snskatchev-aq  
C it I E's  
Tcrns 54-37,70 5,74,151 6,o3i',759 1/7,265,003 1/7,356,2.31:. 
Vi11ae8 535,930 506,142g 
Thml 	n'cia1i-ties 

 46l,579 1/ 	1430,596 1/ 	373,112 
1,1494. 1,G&4.,16 

Thtal 4d1 	hnt'tpa1jt1 39,595,39 314,9E9,751 35,O14O,6 5277,655 	51,719,6 14 

1abrta , 	'.. .... 
Citje. 
To'-ns 
Villages 
M.rnict.paJ. Dtstrirts, 

Lotal 11 Mu.nictpalities 

)ritis Co1unbja . 
Cjtics 
Districts 

ThtaJ. All iiicipa1iiee 

	

62 ,:697,99 53,5,99C 50,1142,29 	57,357,g39 671452 , 037. 

	

3,90,4C9 	3, 214-2 ,38 4. 3,O97,990 	3,26,75S ]/3,375,027. 

	

10'7,159 	S9,141.14- 	97,2G6 1/ 93,607 

	

73,09 14 	99,71? 	99,8.3 	90,793: 	79O 

66,70, 146 14  57,205,275 53,1429,55860,832,650 70,99,611 

72,581,126 73, 250,010 73,653,322  714,5$6,55c 71,1479,050 
•-22,1Go, 149 22,857,.9o. 23,142,-66a 214,175,090 214,7914,937:.. 

..14,714,615 96;107,911 97,1495,984 98,761,6W 96,27397. 

Tote:- 1/ Vet debeiriture debt. 	 . •. :. 	 - 	 . 	1-. 

2/ Including rural te1eone debt. 
r 	 -. 



T:Llo 	. - 	Pc pulatiorLs, Total and Per Capita Bonded Indebtedra-ss - f 	rhan 	icd 	nr1 Unni c ip1i t 	cs by 	I- r 	vi 	ns 	for tL 	* 
- year 192. 

For Capita Econded 
Province Population Total J3ondcd indebtedness Indebtedness 

Urban ilural Urban nrt1 Urban 
I -I 

Prince Zdviard Island 1/ 15,934 - 1,2)U,000 - 01.61 - 

Novzt Scotia 21 227,038 2/296,799 22,615,018 1,433,764 100.49 4.83 

New Brunswick 3/ - 3/ 	- 7,5 2 7,110 47,252 3/ - 3/- 

uehoc 1,428,372 1,198,025 208,968,889 5, 2 91,90 2  14(.30 4.42 

Ontarie 1,056,025 340,068,162 3,443,640 193.02 34.51 

Munitoba 284,678 279,840 63,101,854 10,807,109 221,66 38.62 

Stskatcho-.;an 234,950 558,291 39,005,341 12,714,307 166.02 22.77 

Alberta 239,433 2 65,970 70,920,671 78,940 296.2u .30 

British Columbiu 2 47,183 13,68C 71,419,050 24,794,931 2 89.17 161.34 

Note:- i/ Census of 1921 populaticns for Charlottotown, Summersido and i2ontague. 

2/ Census of 1921 poulution. 

3/ oturns for NOW Brunswick are so incomplete. that it would be misleading to shori per capita figures. 
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