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BONDED INDEBTEDNESS OF URBAN AND RtJRkL MUNICIPuLITIES. 

1929 

The Annual Bulletin on bonded indebtedness for the municipalities in 
Canada is herewith presented. The statistics are compiled from returns made 
to the various provincial governments and the data contained herein is the 
latest for which information is available. 

There were 4,181 municipalities in Canada in 1929, divided into urban 
and rural classes. Cities, towns and villages represented the urban class, 
while rural municipalities, districts and counties comprised the rural class. 
While the provincial governments have a supervising or directing control of 
municipal affairs, each of the organized municipalities throughout the country 
has the power in a greater or less degree to borrow money in connection with 
their municipal debt or public undertakings. 

There are five tables in the bulletin, the first giving the number by 
classes of municipalities in each province; the second dealing with the debt 
of all municipalities reported in each province; the third showing the debt of 
all urban and rural municipalities in Canada; the fourth showing the debt of 
the various classes of municipalities by provinces, and the fifth, a summary 
of the total and per capita urban as well as rural municipal debt for each 
province. 

The municipal systems of the several provinces vy  considerably With 
regard to the erection and incorporation of the d1fferen lasses of 
municipalities, as for instance, in British Columbia where eig,it out of the 
thirty-three citiee have a population of 1000 or less while town municipalities 
do not exist. The province of Prince Edward Island has no rural municipal 
system and the provincial government administers all public loans and borrowings 
apart from those contracted by the seven incorporated urban municipalities. The 
returns made to the provincial government of New Brunswick are incomplete from 
year to year, consequently no attempt has been made to show the per capita 
bonded indebtedness of that province. The latest returns available for 
Deloraine, Manitoba, and Alberton, Prince Edward Island, are for 1928. 

In oomparison with the previous year a brief analysis of the statements 
shows that there was an increase in the total bonded debt of all municipalities 
reporting throughout Canada of $58,017,358 for 1929 over 1928. Of this total 
increase the urban municipalities consisting of cities, towns and villages 
showed an increase of bonded debt for 1929 over 1928 of $76,451,166, while the 
rural municipalities decreased their bonded debt by $18,433,808 in 1929 as com-
pared with 1928. 
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Table 1. 

Number of Municipalities in Canada and in each Province, 

by Classes i  1929. 

Rural 	Local 	Total 
Provinces 	Cities Towns Villages Counties Munici- Improve- 	Number of 

palities ment 	Munici- 
- 	Districts 	palities 

Prince Edward Island 1 6 - - - 	 - 7 

Nova Scotia 2 43 - - 24 	- 69 

New Brunswick i/ 3 23 4 15 - 	 - 45 

Quebec 24 98 293 74 1,003 	- 1,492 

Ontario 27 145 154 2/ 	38 3/ 	573 	- 937 

Manitoba 4 30 21 - 120 	- 175 

Saskatchewan 8 80 4/ 382 - 302 	18 790 

Alberta 6 54 &/ 137 - 167 	s/ 	229 593 

British Columbia 33 - 12 - 28 	- 73 

CANADA 108 479 1,003 127 2,217 	247 4,181 

From Census returns of 1921, 

2/ There are 44 counties in all, geographically, but a number of them 
are united for municipal purposes. 

3/ Officially known as townships. 

4/ Includes six summer resort villages. 

5/ Includes five s'jmmer resort villages. 

e/ Year 1926, 
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Table 2. 

Populations and Total and Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness of all 
C1as.es of Lrunicipalities  by provinces, year 1929. 

I 
Province 	 1929 

Prince Edward Islamd - 
Population 	 - 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 1/ 	$ 	1,599,624 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	 - 

Nova Scotia - 
Population 2/ 	 523 1,837 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	29,029,119 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	55.42 

New Brunswick - 
Population 3/ 	 - 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	21,129,540 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 3/ 	 - 

Qtaebec - 
Population 	 3,028,618 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	293,557,500 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	96.93 

Ontario - 
Population 	 3,065,251 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	451,936592 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	 147.44 

Manitoba 
Population 	 569,364 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	85,901,404 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	150.87 

Saskstchewan - 
Population 	 858,329 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	. r3l3,lO0 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	63.98 

Ajberta - 
Population 	 643,960 
Total Bonded Indebtedness 	$ 	78,473,392 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	 121.86 

British Columbia - 
Population 	 498,525 
rotal Bonded Indebtedness 	 118,483618 
Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness 	 23767 

]/ Urban Bonded tridt;edness only, there being no rural municipal system. 

2/ Census of 1921. 

3/ Returns for New Brunswick are so incomplete that it would be misleading to show 
per capita figures. 
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Cities 
TovQns 
Villages i/ 

Total Urban Municipalities 

893,683,450 
135,344,984 

511,865 

1,029 1 540,299 
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Table 3. 

Bonded Indebtedness of Each Class of Urban and Rural Municipalities 

for all Provinces eontbined, year 1929. 

1929 

Rural Municipalities 
	

2/ 	65,769,032 
Dietricts 
	

12,481,921 
Municipal Districts 
	

29,038 
County Councils 
	

228,622 
Counties 
	

26,973,977 

Total Rural Municipalities 	 105,482,590 

Total All Municipalities, tJrban and Rural 
	

1 0 135,022889 

i/ In Quebec the villages are included in counties and in Ontario they 
are included in townB. 

2/ Including $21,000 Bonded Debt of Independent Rural Municipalities of 
Quebec. 
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Table 4. 

Bonded Indebtedness of Iunicipa1ities, by Provinces and Classes, 1920. 

I 
Provinces 	 1329 

$ Prince Edward Island - 
 Cities 	1,341,100 

owns 	257,24 
- 	 - 

	

rotal 	1,598,624 

Nov& Ccot1 - 
Cities 	16,425,993 
Towns 	11,052,161 
Cmlnties 	1,550,065 

	

Total 	29,029,119 

New Lruriswick - 
Cities 	14,065286 
Towns 2/ 	5,527,500 
C.ounties 	1,546,754 

	

Total 	21,129,540 

Quebec - 
Cities 	251,876,159 
Towns 	33,703,967 
County Councils 	228,622 
Counties 	7,727,752 
md. Rural Mun, 	21,000 

	

Total 	293,557,500  

Ontario - 
Cities 	316,930,839 
Towns 2/ 	73,819012 
Rural 	45,029,175 
Counties 	16148,506 

	

Total 	451,936,592 - 

Manitoba - 
Cities 	69,031,062 
Towns 	3,441,346 
Villages 	90,802 
Rural 	13,288,194 

	

Total 	85,901,404 

a$katce.krar. - 
Cities 	42,213,078 
Towns 	4,919,706 
Villages 3/ 	349,653 
uri1 	/ 	7,430,663 

	

iotal 	54,913,100 

;1berta - 
Cities 	75 0 749,176 
Towns 	2,623,768 
Villages 	71,410 
Munic. Djatricts 	- 29,038 

	

Total 	78,473,392 	- 

BHtlsh ColtUithia - 
Cities 	106,001,697 
Districts 	12,481,921 

	

Total 	118,483616 

1/ Dartxnoutn Ferry bonds nÔt Included. 
2/ Including villages. 
3/ The purchasers of the Light and power Plant have taken over $458.34 of the 

Debenture Debt of the village of Elfros. 
4/ Includes Rural Telephone Debt. 
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• 	Fop'dtions, Tt. 1  R:-ld Per 	11onded Indebtednen of 77rban an 
1 ': 	cipdiec Yr o':i?ei :o: 	lfl. 

otal Branded Per 	Buried 
Popu1ti Ofl Indebtedness Indebtedness 

Provinces 
Urban Fural Urban Rural Urban Rural 

Prince Edward Island 1/ 19,093 1,598,62' - E3,7 

Nova Scotia 	1/ 227,038 296,799 27,470.14 1,5r3,965 121.03 5,23 

New Brunswick 	2/ - - 19,582,76 1,6'6,754 - 

Quebec 1,810,173 1,218,445 285,580,:26 7,977,374 157.76 6.55 

Ontario 1,981,423 1,083424 390,758,911 61,1'7,681 197.0 565 

Manitoba 297,S83 271 9 7fl. 72,613,210 13,28.194 24 	.01 48, 

Saskatchewan 278708 579 9 621 47 482,437 7,43C,663 1707 12,P2 

Alberta 280,590 363,370 78 ) 444,54 29038 2"9.57 

British Columbia 377,345 121,180 J.C6.001,697 1,921 280.91 103.Cr 

Census of 1921. 

2/ Returns for New 2runwck arc. co inemp1ete th&t it would b nisieading to chow 
per c'.pita figures. 

12/5/3 VRBM. 
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