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BONDED INUEBTEINEES OF URBAN AND AUR.L WUNICTPALITIES

e

Tha aubject of govermmental honded deht is ome ci growing interasy to
perlissentarians, economists and students of public finance. Tie Bureau issues reporus
dealing with Dominion and Provincial Government Public Finance, and it now presents its
annuxl bulletin dealing with Bonded Indebtedness of Municipal Governments throughout
Canada for tce year 1931. These statistics are compiled from the various reports by
municipalities to provincial governments and represent the lutest available information.

There were 4,280 municiplities in Canada in 1931 divided into urban and
rurasl classes. The urban class consists of cities, towns and villages to which nave
been added some five suburbun municipelities in the province of Manitoba while the rural
classcs consist of rural municipslities, districts and counties.

Wnile the borrowing powers of municipal governments are more or less
under restriction of their respective provincial governments, such powers have been some-
what freely used, with the result that tiere has been a steudy annual increase in
municipel cebt since the Bureau first instituted tnis report in 1819. The demand for
improvements of public services, such as, hizhways, educational, charituble, and social
instituticns, is largely responsible for tne increuase in debt. Oirdinary revenues of
municipalities, as 1s the case in other forms of government, have snown a distinet falling
off and in order to meet the settlement of old obligations as well as provide funds to
carry out improved services, debenture issues have been generally resorted to. Witain the
last year or two, an unusually heavy expenciture by municipal governments has teken plece,
due to the adoption or emergent meusures to meet tne cost of unemployment.

The Bulletin is made up of six tables, tne first giving the number by
slusses of municipalities in each province; the second dealing with ti:e debt of all
sunicipalities reported in each province; the taird showing the debt of &ll urbun &and
rural municipulities in Canadaj; the fourth snowing the debt of the various classes of
municipulities by provinces; the riftn, a summary of the total und per capitu urben as
well as rurul municipal deot for euch povince and the sixth showing the total bonded
indebtedness of all municipalities by provinces for the years 1819-13Z1 inclusive.

There are no municipal estimates of population computed by the provinces
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Manitoba for the year 19&l, consequently populations for
these provinces as shown by the Dominion census returns for 1221 have been used in
tébles ¥ and 5 of the report snd the per capitu debts are bused on the census populatiunss
n the case of the provinces of Ontario, (uebec, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbisa
the estimated municipal populations as given in the prowincisl reports for 1831 have beern
employed in working out the per capita debt as shown in tables < and §-



The municipal system of erection and incorporation of the different
classes of municipalities varies considerably as between provinces, as for instance seven
of the thirty-three cities of British Columbia have a population of under 1,000 while
town municipulities do not exist. There is no rural municipael system in Prince Edward
Island and all public loans and borrowings other than those contracted by eigit incor-
porated urban municipelities, are administered by the provincial government,

The sixth summary table is particularly interesting as it shows
compuratively the total municipal bonded debt by provinces for the yeurs 1319 to 1331,
In the case of the province of Quebec revised figures nave been compiled includirng sehe

Beeie Moot weide oot chden S Drevious refcrhe

Tabia Y.

Number of Municipalities in Canada and in esch Provioce

by Classes, 193l. |

' ural Locul Subur-  Total
Provinces Cities Towns Villuges Counties Munici- Improve- ban Number
palities ment munici- of
‘ Listricts pulities munici-
pulities
Prince Edward Island 1 7 - - - - - 3
Nova Scotia - 43 - - 24 - - 69
New Brunswick 3 L0 2 15 - - - 40
Quebec &5 o8 300 74 a2 - - 1,563
Ontario 28 148 i88 | 1)/ €8 -2/ W7l - - 949
dManitoba 4 30 - ! - 113 - 5 174
Saskatchewan 8 80 3/ 385 - 302 83 - 858
Alberta 7 54 3/ 145 - 166 ©34 - 60% *
British Columbisa 33 - 16 - 8 - - e
-t = g
CANADA i 478 1,026 127 Bt 3517 S 4,280

l/ The?e.are forty-four counties in all, geographically, but six of them zre united for
municipal purposes.

z/ Offieially known ss townshipe.

3/ Includes six summer villeges.
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Table X.

Populations and Total and Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness of &all Classes
of Municipalities, by Provinces, year 1331.

Provirces IR &) S
Frincs Edward Island 1/ -

Population =

Total Bonded Indebtedness ¥ 1,859,687

Par Capita Bonded Indettedness 3 =
Nova Soobia -

Population : olx,846

Total Bonded Indebtedness & 31,386,028

Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness § 61.20
New Brunswick -

Population 408,219

Total Bonded Indebtedness $ 21,477,5:1

Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness $ 58.61
Quebec -

Population 8,146,452

Total Bonded Indebtedness ¢ 428,018,439

Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness $ 136.03
Ontario -

Populetion 3,194,243

Total Bonded Indebtedness $ 439,00%,074

Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness § 156.22
Manitoba -

Population 700,139

Total Bonded Indebtedness ¢ 91,615,195

Per Uapita Bonded Indebtedness v 150,85
Saskatchewan -

Population 874,458

A Total Bonced Indebtedness 54 89,146,704

Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness $ 67.64
Alberta -

Population 648,54«

Total Bonded Incebtedness & 78,672,571

Per Capita Bonded Indebtecness $ LV
British Columbia -

Population 619,83

Total Bonded Indebtedness g 143,913,890

Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness b 249,92

1/ Urban Bonded Indebtedness only, there being no rural municipal system.
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Tuble a5
Bonded Indebtedness of kach Class of Urban wnad Rural Municipalities

for ell Provinces combined, year 1931.

19 &%
¥

Cities 1,005,18%,4%%
Towns 145,467,608
Villages 1/ 50%,971
Suburbe&n Municipalities 8,166,740

Total Urban Municipalities 1,159,126,740
Rural Municipslities i g 68,167,492
Districts 13,742,590
Municipal Districts 17,374
County Councils 20%,813
Counties 34,005,67¢

Total Rural Municipalities 116,186,<41
Totul School Debt, All Municipalities, Quebec

(not separsble by classes) 655836,108
Total All Municipalities, Urban and hural 1b, S400 O8N Ot
1/ In Quebec the villages are included in counties and in Ontario they Is

are included in towns.

2/ Includes {22,409 Bonded Debt of Independent Rural Municipalities
of Quebec.
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Table 4.
Bonded Inaebtedness of Municipalities, by Provinces and Classes, 13931. 1n
Provinces Lgead. 1
¢
Prince Bdward Islsnd- Cities 1,650,600
Towns 308,072
fural R
Total . 1,399,67% —
Hova Sactia (1tias 17,368,041
Towns 1a,57<,667
Total 81,386,025
Mew Brunswick- Cities 135,016,803
Towns 1/ 5,615,000
Comtias Ay _‘ilijé.b y 918
Total 21,477 a0l
Quebeac- &/ Biics 507,467,143
Towns 41,186,843
County Councils 20,813
Counties 3/ 13,253,456
Ind, Kural Mun. 3/ 2,409
Total 364,132,354
School Debt 4ll Municipalities 65,886,%9§_
Totul including School Debt 428,018,459
Ontario- Cities 351,073,531
Towns 4/ 74,938,129
hural 54,979,030
Counties e p AlgeSC R T ST
Total 499,002,074 e
Manitoba- Cities 75,150,311
Towns 3,368,291
Villages 105,069
Suburban Municipulities 8,166,7<6
Rural el S 1SR e o
Total 9L,06L0,138 . o o imel
caskatenewan-— Cities 47,160,534
Towns 4,370,359
Villages 329,433
fural 5/ & 6,685,878
Total 59,146,704
Alberta- Cities 76,136,376
Towns 2,456,752
Villuges 68,469
Municipal Districts E” 17,974
Total 78,673,571
British Columbia- Cities 116,171,300
Districts 15,742,530
Total 1AL LS BN S . e

1/ Includes £53,000 for twofvillages. 2/~§bhool Debt by classes of Municipalities
3/ Includes Loans on obligetions or notes. not available. :
4/ Includes villages. $/ Includes FRural Télephone Lebt.
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Table 5.

Populations, Total und Per Capita Bonded Indebtedness of Urban
and Kural Municipalities, by Provinces, for tue yesr 13Z1.

Provi Po. t5 Total Bonded Per Capita Boiudey
i i ggalatiop Indebtedness Indebtedness

Urban hural Urban Rural Urban hural
¢ WL e
Prince Edward Island <0, 385 - 1,969,672 - 96,15
Nova Scotia 251,654 281,192 9,730,708 1,660,317 148,34 5.88
New Brunswick 128,940 ATOINERS 18,631,603 2,845,218 144.50 10.19
Quebec 1/ 1,902,867 1,243,885 348,663,986 13,478,%48 183.25 10.84
Ontario 24088,017 1,109522€ 426,066,656 72,935,418 &04.35 65.75
Menitcba 315,969 384,170 2/ 86,730,397 4,844,798 £74,68 12.56
Saskatcnewan 291,329 583,129 52,460,826 * B,685,878 130,07 11.47
Alberta 279,838 368,704 78,661,597 IEe gk, 1L0 .05
British Columbia 395,442 124,331 316,171,300 15,742,580 295.73 110,49

1/ Exclusive of school debt not qepnrable by classes of muniecipulities.

arh =7 A T YT . pll - } e A iy i 1
Total echoul deivw L83l was -.‘.,’,j., BB y wauliig] AT war capita "N-udga

2/ Includes five suburban municipalities which in previcus years were incluced
with rural municipalities.
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Table 6.

Total Bonded Indebtedness of all Classes of Municipulities,
by Provinces, 1913 - 1931.

Prince
L5 TN L Edward Nova New = , p
=i Island Scotia Brunswick 5 el g2 e
¢ < ¢ $ 3
1919 970,100 17,363,881 11,128,467 205,636,319 245,226,877
1920 1,086,500 19,192,462 10,841,466 230,500,744 G, (2 i
1321 10, AR S200 2,451,745 7,578,567 257,515,794 317,613,853
B 1,254,300 25,541,753 10,028,634 253,704,994 349,276,606
19%3 1,290,800 24,243,782 7,974,362 267,592,757 376,512,002
1984 1,143,550 5,348,664 17,350,825 284,373,792 430,010,501
13&56 1,163,080 86,724,635 10,660,863 283,843,322 406,173,883
1986 1,247,545 26,281,152 17,091,550 304,115,745 413,474,813
1927 1,458,425 28,541 618 15,707,699 324,673,587 434,464,056
198 1,816,158 29,049,412 19,365,555 345,813,010 455,312,807
1929 1,598,6:4 Pas q0re S AR 21,189,340 563,160,768 451,236,592
1330 1,865,211 80,182,264 0,665,998 396,078,£56 485,180,182
1231 15969, 67 51,386,025 1,477,651 428,018,439 499,00%,074
Manitoba Saskatche- alberta Britisn Totals
wan Columbia :
§ i § %
1319 55,562,788 39,585,388 66,870,464 94,741,615 85, 585898
1920 57,820,683 54,982,751 87 ,:05,:78 BT, il 777,471,968
19<1 65,463,259 35,040,356 55,422,558 97,425,984 837,730,704
1922 68,811,040 54,787,655 60,85z, 5650 93,761,630 918,946,367
1923 75,908,963 51,719,648 #8,999, 611 6. 0.3, 90" 97055:6,91%
194 73,944,105 49,448,311 65,414,317 96,106,151 1,043,746,216
13285 16 211 JoNT 46,755,040 57,908,523 99,066,c01 1,014,476,9<4
196 80,716,c7& 44,763,559 56,360,712 10%,805,¢<8 1,047,500,646
157 88, UG 02 54,361,158 6,414,660 107,376,118 1,111,843,6x1
1928 85,651,306 53,0921850 63,428,853 110,134 ;819 | X lidis 568, 8T
199 85,901,404 54,913,100 78,475,392 118,483,618 1,204,6:6,157
19280 84,879,707 59,000,185 78,646,303 125,832,088, 11,248, 323692
Jlekl 91,615,195 59,146,704 78,872,671 AF9 05, 880F 1 , S40 1S el
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