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ZCONCMIC PCSITICN CF THE CANADIAN PRAIRIZ PROVINCES IN 1923,

Treface,

Tre present study of the econemic position of the Prairie Provinces of
Canada ic based oOn various recorde, notably those of invested capital, production
and the transportation and marketing of commoditi€e; more varticularly is it an
attempt to snalyze the relatione c¢f these provinces (which constitutc more or lese
a single economic unit) with tre rest of Canada and the outside world, The year
cevered is 1923, the latest ammual peried for which comprehensive and comparatle
figures are available for the purpose of a general conspectus of this character.

Perhaps the outstanding result of the investigation is that it shows net
exports from the Prairie Provinces amounting to aoproximately $270,000,000, whilst
imports into this area were approximately $145,000,000. The "favoursble" trade
balunce of thie secticn of Canada wans, therefore, in the neighborhood of $125,000,000.

It may be well tc explain the general policy of which this investigation
ie a result. For scme time past tre Cominion Bureau of Statistice hae been desircus
of establishing a periodic measurement of interprovincial trade in Canada and of
the general economic relationships of the several provinces, As the first step in
tris direction an anmual survey of production in all its phases was instituted in
1918, including agriculture, fisheriee, lumbering, mining, mamufactures, construction,
etc, Subsequently in 1920 an arrangement wes made with the railway companies where-
by a monthly recori is obtained by provinces (1) of all goode loaded on cars, and
(2) of all goode unloaded from care, with supplementary figuree of goods received
from and delivered to foreign connections. From these figurec it is possible to
obtain a rough idea of the imports and exports of each province in so far as goods
kandled by the railways are concerned, the difference betwesen the figures of goods
loaded and goods unloaded being either an import or export. When such figures are
considered in juxtuposition with the local figures of production and of imports and
exports by customs ports, some valuauble conclusions can be reasched as to the
economic relaticne of the areas under investigation, beth with the rest of Canada
and with other countries,

Up to the present no transportation record has been obtalned for goods
handled by water carriers, gso that conclusions can be reached only for those sections
of Canada in which water traneportation is not a factor. ZIZven for these, the returns
are not entirely satisfactory, as additional light would undoubtedly be thrown on
local conditicns by increased comprehensiveness in the data for Canada, It is
trougkt, however, that a statement for the Prairie Provincee, &s the region for
waick rail transpSrtation figures show practically the whole of the trade movement,
would be of interest and value, In the case of these Provinces the compreheneive
marketing statistics trat have been established in the Bureau, covering both field
crope and live stock and their products, yleld an additional body of information
that is relatively of great importance,

It must be remembered, of course, that the records of goods handled by thre
railwayc are available only for a limited classification and that quantities are
expressed in tonnages only, nedessitating tranelation, sometimes on an arbitrary
basis, intc the quuntities used in commerce in order to ottain values, and thus
pPresent comparative and comprehensive figures. It is believed, however, that the
main ccnclusions of the present survey may de relied upon as approximately correct,
and trat tre setting out of the more important basic data in this way will permit
thcese interested to examine the situation for themeelves. The investigation as &
whole is meant to be suggestive rather than final,

Tre statement includes in addition to the introductcry summary & brief
treatment ¢f the natural resources of the prairie region and the more important
figures releting to invested capitel and production.

L. H. COATS

Dominion Statistician,
Dominicn Burecau of Statistics,
Ottawa, February c¢5, 1926,
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DEPARTVENT OF TRADE AND COM/ZRCE
DOMINION BURTAU OF STATISTICHS - CANADA
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH

B e — . e

Doeminion S$tatistician: R 5 Coéts, B.4., F.S.S.(Hon.), iR Sy
Chief, Internal Trade Branch: ¥, J. Horaares=tEses. WSS,

ECONOMIC POSITION OF TEE CANADIAN FRAIRIE PROVINCES IN 129273,

INTRODUCTIOY AND SUMMARY.

Canada is cone of tke largest countries in the world, comnrising areas
¢f the mest varied reeources, senmarated from each other by great meuntain chains
or long stretches of snarsely inhabited wilderness. It is frequently divided
into four, and by some writers into five, economic areas, viz., the Maritimes,
Quebzc, Ontario, the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia., Each of thece is
as large as great natinons in other varts of the vorld, The Maritimes are as
large as England; Guebec is as large as Germany, France, Snain and Italy to-
gether; Ontario is much larger than Sweden, lorway ard Denmark united; the
Prairie Provinces are together larger than quebecy British Coluwbia is almost
trhree times as large ms the TUnited Kinzdom,

Trade between such great areas as the above and over such long dis-
tances weuld in mest parts of the werld constitute internatieral trade, and
therefere be carefully recorded in quantities and values., Here, however, no
record 1s xevot of the values of trade between the areas, and n¢ adeQuate
record of the articles and tke various quantities of thcse articles which are
transported by water, There 1s, however, 3 fairly commnlete record of guantities
of articles entering into the trade by land over eur raillways. In the case
of four e¢f the five great economic areas, herever, which shin goods both by
land and by water, there is nc ccmnlete record even ¢f the quantities of the
goods which are immorted and exmorted from the area in questicn., It is as if
one wre was investigating tke trade of France had nn record of the goods
ehipned via Calais, Eavre, Erest, Bordeaux and Marscilles; but rad to rely ex-
clusively on his statistics ef the trade cver the Belgisn, German, Swiss,
Italian and Spanisk frentiers.

Feur of the five great eccromic areas skiv gnods both bty land and by
water, Only in the case of the Prairie Travinces is it necessary for all
shipments into ¢r aut of the area tn be made by land. Possessing as ve do
statistlcs of the quantity of all shipments by land, or rather of all skin-
Teatis ‘byrail, it és osslble bty approxiwating as closely as mossible to average
values, to attain/ onglusion as to the value of the commodities which thoee
prcvinces ship Soutk, £ast and West, and c¢f the commodities rhich they imvort
in return, In other wcrds, it is pessible to arrive at came rather tentative
cenclusions as to the balasnce of trade between the Tralrie Provinces, con-
sidered as a unit, and the rest of the werld, As already stated net exworts
frem the orairie region durine this year were valued at the sum of %270,000,000,
w#hile imperts inte the Prairie Frovinces reached a total value of $145,000,077,
leaving a favourable trade balance fer this section of Canada of $125,070,000.

The data on which these conclusions are based are as follews: During
the year the gross volume of all traffic loaded by railways in the Prairie
FProvinces ameunted tc 2n,77€,2%2 tons made up of 13,681,557 tons of sgricultural
~reductss 662,616 tons of animsl vroducts:; 2,641,723 tors of mine mroducts;

245 0ND tons of forest mroducts and 1,239,772 tons of manufactured and miscell-
aneeus traducts., On tke other hand, freight unloaded by railvays at stations
#itkin the »nratrie reglon amounted to 10,870,330 tcne grouved as follovs:
agricultural n»roducts 2,257,173 tons; animal mreducts 425,505 tens; mine nroijucts
4,213,792 tons; foreet vreducts 1,312,132 tens and manmufactured end miccellaneeus
nreducte 2,492,172 tons. The excess of freight loaded nver freight urloaded,
therefore, amounted to 9,9C5,%58 tons, In cemvarison with this figure it ie
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very interestisg to ncte that the tecnnage of wheat actually ehioped out of tre
Prairie Provinces, as chown by railway returns, amounted to SRR, 152istons)s

The balance ¢f trade above mentioned, be it first understood, is in no
¥ay connected with the figures periodically published of the Imports and exvorts
of the Prairie Provinces, Those imports and exports merely crose the international
frontier into or from these previnces. Trey do not include tre great quantities
0f gcods originating in the Prairie Provinces and corsumed §r. the East or exported
by way cf tke Bast or of the West te other countries. Nor d¢ they inciude tre
large quantities of commodities imported for consumption in the Prairie Provinces,
but entering Canada through Mcntreal or Vancouver., Wrat is attempted in the
Present study is, sc to speak, the Iraming ¢f a line around the Prairie Provinces
along tre Y9tr parallel, the Rocky Mcuntains, the 60th paralle}, end the Easien
bcundary >f Manitcba, and ascertaining ao well as possible, tre values of tre
commcdities cressing this line inward and outward — as if the Prairie Provinces
were in themselves a nation, with ull the privileges of the same, such as trat of
maintaining a cordon of custom-rouses wrere the value c¢f everything entering or
leaving tre country was accurately ascertsined, Undoubtedly much may be learned
abcut the Prairie Provinces by carefully examining the data zmvailable ‘rom the
production and transportation statistics cf this immense area,

Trhe present investigation i& divided into six parts; the first bteing a
brief outline of the natural resources of the Prairie Provinces of Canada: the
secend dealing with the wealth, i.e,, the capital investments made against this
Prysical background: the tkhird with the income of the Prairie Provinces; the
fourth with the production of the district - mainly creation of utilities and
income; the fiftk with the volume of the external trade of the Prairie Provinges
in 1923; wkilst tre sixth part uses conclusions of the preceding varts to obtain
the approximate value of the external trade of the Pruirie Provinces in the
atove year,
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HaTURAL HESOURCES OF CAMADIAN PRAIRIE PROVINCES.

The Prairie Provinces comoriee {n payt a great intericr continental
plair of wast fertility and extend rcughly fpox a line jolniug the Weet coast
te Hudson Bay and the Lake of the Woods to the Roclky Mountains an the Test,
On tre North and South skis. section is beunded by the 60tk sand 4Oth parallels
of latitude resmectively,

Manitota, the most Fasterly of the Prairie Provinces and the oldest
in pcint of settlement, extends Westerly to a line avmroximating closely to
the 102nd meridian West from Greenwich. The total area of Manitoba is 251,832
square miles. Trls area may be commared to that of the United Eingdom with
its area of 121,63% sguare miles, and Manitoba is seen to be &,566 square miles
greater than twice the totsl area of the British Isles, The vrovince 1s
tyoically an agricultural one, its southern vlains being smecially adapted to
tkis form of industry, 1Its northern districts, with a tomogranvhy very different
frem that of its nrairies, are of impertance in the production of copper ore
and of timber preducts,

The central vrairie wrevince, Saskatekewan, extends from the 102nd
t~ the 110th meridian, and covers an area of 231,700 square miles, dut slightly
less than that of Manitoba, and greater by 5,000 square miles than the combined
arzas of the United Xingdom and Yorway, The country consists for the moct
vart of open rolling nrairie at an average altitude of 1,500 feet abeve sea-level,
vhile in the north it assumes a more troken aspect and is as yet but slightly
develoved, The climate is quite different from that cf eastern Canada, vith
less vrecipitation and perhans sligktly greater extremes in temperature than
azre encountered in many other parts of the country, but it is revertheless most
favcurable to v»lant and animal zrowtk, Twe ncrthern districts are abundantly
vatered by lakas and rivers and are rick in coal and timber rasources.

berta lies tetween Saszatckewan en the east and the KRocky Mountains
and 120th meridien on the West. Its area is slizhtly greater than that of
Saskatchewan or Manitola, comvricing a total of 255,295 stuare miles, a little
mere than tke comdbined areas of Germany =nd Bulgaria, Fermerly a great
renching ceuntry, it has now become a great vheat woducing region, the frontier
of tre graln growing area now apwroximating te the line of the foot~-hills of
the Rockles. In the southwest, econsiderable coal mining is carried on, sixteen
Percent ef the world!s ccal rescurces teing contained »ithin the province,
Natural gas and petrcleum are slsc found in censiderable quantities, Iumbering
1s impertant in the more mountalnous westerr parts and in the north, vhere
scme ranckhing is still pursued. The climate of Alterta is a partioularly
faveurable cne, less severe &n summar tkan mere eastern parts of the country
and temvered in winter ty the "Chinook" winds from the Pacifie.

Trhe Prairie Provinces are also fortunate in having within their
beundaries imvertant water-newers. While the Southern agricultural districts
are flat with fow ennertunities for the levelcmment of water-mewer, there are
many large rivers in the Rocky Mountains and Northern parts of the Frovinces
cavable c¢f such development,

With its lumense area and varied topogranhy, tkis district alsc
has richk resources in fur-Searing and game animals, The vlace of fur in
ceomerce is now well established and these wrevinces afford a rich fleld not
nnly for tranping tut for the ralsing of arnimals for trelr pelts,

In all the three Trairie Trovinces, mumercus lakes and rivers,
covering nearly 31,000 square miles in area, atound in valuadble food fiskres,
Lake Tinnipeg, Lalze Winnipegcsis, Laxe Manitcba and the smaller lawas to the
Nertn and BEast furnisk most of the fisk wrgducts ¢f M=nitoba, Whitefish and
vickerel are the chizf nreducts, but woiike, tullidbee, @olderye and many other
varleties atound, 1In Saskatchewan and Alverta cemmercial fishing is confined
to the reglons Yorth of the Sasknterewan River, 7here whitefish 1in large
duantities are tasen,

The 7mide stretches of the North abourd with wild 1ife and afford
attractive c¢pportunities for huntinz and fishing., This feature will bring
many tourists tc the district and give an enhanced value to what are considered
by many to de "barren lands."
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The total “.al area ¢f the Lominion is placed at 2,306,502,308 acres, of
which the three Prairie Provinces of Cgnada comprisc 466,068,758 acres. Of this,
215,281,000 acres, or 46,24, consists of possible farm land as estimated in the
census of 1921. The occupied farm land amounted to 87,931,800 acres or 40.8% of
the total farm lund available for cultivation. There is therefore 127,349,200 acres
of arable land unoccupied in the Prairie Provinces of Canada,

Tre population of the Prairie Provinces was shown by the census of 1921
tc be 1,956,082, It is estimated that in 1927 the population iad increased tc
2,055,4C0.

Particulars of the land areus, estimated possible farm land, farm land
occupied, and population by provinces are skown in the following table:

o

- Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberte Total

148,432,698 155,764,100 161,872,000 Y66,068,798

Aree in Acres (1)
<} 24,700,000 93,458,000 97,123,000 215,281,000

Arable Land
Areg under

Cultivation (1) 14,615, 84 4l , 022,907 29,293,053 37,931,804
Arable Land

Unoccapied 10,084,156 49,435,093 67,829,947 127,349,196
Population, 1921 610,118 757,510 588,45l 1,956,082
Populatiocn, 1923 637,400 797,000 621,000 2,055,400

{1) From "Census of Agriculture, 1921" Pg. XI.

WEALTH OF CANADIAN PRAIRIE PROVINCES.

Tre national wealth of Canada in 1921 wae estimated at $22,195,302,443
whick is equivalent to $2,525 per capita. Agricultural wealth only, baseil on thne
valus cf lands, buildings, equipment, etc., of cperating farms, but not including
tre value of unoccupied lands, amounted to $7,982,871,126 or $908 per capita. Of
this $6,586,648,126 represented farm investments in land, buildings, implements,
machinery and live stcck a6 shown by the census of 1921, the balance being the
value of agricultural products in the possession of farmers and traders., On this
basis the 12r capita wealth invested in farming and efuipment was $749,

In the Prairie Provinces the total estimated capital wealth amounted to
$6,447,112,372 or $3,296 per capita, Of this the total agricultural wealth
amounted to $3,747,384,259 or $1,916 per capita, the sum of $73,269,144,25¢
respresenting the farm values of land, buildings, implements, machinery and live
stock as shown by the camsus of 1921, This shows the per capita investment in
farms and equipment in the Prairie Provinces to be $1,671 on the basis of the 1921
census, TrLe balance of the agricultural wealth was represented by the value of
agricultural products in the possession ¢f farmers and traders,

- Particulars of the estimated capital wealth of the Canadian Prairie

Provinces in 1921 by provinces and chief component items are shown in Table I in
the appendix hereto,

INCCME OF CANADIAN PRAJRIE PRCVINCES. i

The tctal net value of all prcduction in Canada in 1923 amounted %o
$3,051,456,821, Thesc values were produced by approximately two-thirds of the
gainfully employed persons in the Dominion - those engeged in the various kinds
¢f "procucticn", defined aceccrding tc the usual acceptation of the term ae
including agriculture, forestry, fisheries, trapping, mining and manufacturing,
etc, Tre remaining one-third of the gainfully employed are considered to¢ be
algc producers in the larger sense of the word, being engaged in activities suct
as transpcrtation, trade, administration, the prcfessions, domestic and perscnal
service. As exemplifying the importance of the latter activities, it may be
pointed out that railway gross earnings in 1923 amounted to $u75,328,0u7. street
railway gross earnings tc $50,191,387 and tclephone and telegraph earnings to
$53,550,2U43, all of wkhich from & broad point of view, shculd zlec be considered

L
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28 "nroduction". Since the above values were wreduced by enly two-thirds of
the emoloyed wopulation ve may add one-half teo the total value of wroduction
as shown above, et A rough estimate of the value in dellars of the total
prodquctive activity of tre Canadian neople, according to the economist's
definition af production, vhrisk arrroximatecs te the concent of natienal incdmh,
according te this Ttrosder interpretation, vroduction 1n 192% represented
created values of $%,577,07°C,n00,

In order tc arrive at the figure of national income, however, certain
neavy deductions from the above amount must be made - deductions esmecially
connected mitkh the maintenance of the industrial equivment of the country -
providing not only for devreslation dbut for obsolescenne or revlacement by new
and improved apraratus of nroduction, Aafter these deductions have teen made the
1922 inceme of the Canadlan veople is estimated at somewhere in the neishtour-
heed of $4,200,000,000.

On tke tasis of the net value of wroduction in the Prairie Provinces
a8 shown In Tatle II in the anvendix at 3645,L93 271, thic beilns the yroduction
of eppruxizrtely two~thirds of thre nomlation, the value of all vroduction
by tre pecnle in this regieon would arount to annroximately $062,000,000, Similar
2llevances as in the case for all Canaia, however, have also to be made for
depreciation of the agents of trocuction snd the cost of thelir nmaintenance.
After such deductions the totrl "mational" income of thre -rairic region of
vsnada wculd seem to anproximate to about $878,000,000 in 1927 or $L32 ver
canitsa,

ZRODUCTION OF CANADIAY FRAIRIX TROVINCES IN 1923

The Prattle TFrovinces are fundamentally sgricultural. A survey of
the oreduction ¢f these vrovinces in 12272 ghovs thst more than 91 ner cent of
trhe value ¢f the eut—ut of Sackatchkowan vas obtalned fronm farming; in !onltota
and Alberta, the premortisns were 8% ver cent und 74 ver cent resvectivelr.
Y1lneral production, consisting chiefly of 2oal-mining, held second vnlace in
Alberta, with an outmut of 13 per cent of the wmrovincial total. Manufacturir:
ras second in Immortance in Manitoba and Saskatchewarn,

The total value of vroduction of all branches of I'ndas ey 1o ilie
Prairic Providees in 1023, classified sccordiry to industrial divisiens, 1s shown
in Table II in the sopendix hereto.

«griculture vas reswonsitle for a groes reverue in 1923 in the nrairie
reclen of Canada estimated at $585,747,299, The net valuc of arricultural
rroduction amounted to $500,102,440 after nllowances have tecn made in erder to
elimirate the cost of the materizls consumed in the wroduction »rocesc., The
lergest ltem of revenue ccmes from the vroduction of fleld crovs which were valued
at $h7u,825,000. Particulars of tkis agricultaral rovemue are shorn bty vrovinces
ard tranches cf agrieulture in the following statcnents

Acricul tural Revenue, 19272,

Manitoba fasitatcheran Alberta Tatal
$ 3 3 3

Fi21d Crops 60,707,000 248,778,000 145,70,0n0 U7h 828 0N
Fruits and Vegetadles 1,702,000 2,Lk6A1,000 1,260,000 6,023,000
Grases and Cloverseed 61,000 103,000 58,000 222,000
Farm Animals 5,082,000 11,912,000 11,584,070 28,578,000
Weol 73,000 142,000 264,000 479,000
Dairy Products —

Dairy Butter P " =

= < % 6, 70%,0%0 Q,820,000 7,880,000 24 Ung,000

¥ilk to Facterles L,086,781 3,285,726 5,575,352 12,947,959
bairy Factories €,531,902 5,083,910 7,371,211 19,587,023
Youltry and Eggs 3,138,000 %,670,000 6,264,000 18,132,000
Tur Farm Felts 17,247 s, | 5,041 23,559

‘ T Animals 69,078 2,000 50,828 171,852
Girnss Total 88,235,760 290,258,907 206,952,432 585,337,299
Paid to patrons b¥a§%g§ £ 4,086,721 3,285,726 5,575,322 12,947,¢59
Seed 5,501,000 20,801,000 £,760,000 35,262,000
Feed 10,160,000 12,300,007 14,450,000 26,910,070
Nursery Stock 15,000 12,000 g,000 25,000
¥et Froduction 62,473,179 253,860,181 177,759,080 500,192,440
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As field crops occupy such an impertant vosition in the econemy oi the
Prairie Provinces, full particulars of the production and value of those crops in
1927 are shown in the following 8tatement:

Field Cromps Quantity Value

. L

Fall wneat 2,359,000 busk, 1,534,000
Spring ¥reat L9, 901,000 " 293,092, 000
A1l vleat U2 260,000 294,626,000
Cats 391,756,000 " 99, 725,000
Barley 59, Iedyiagn. 21,155,000
Fall Rye 15,758,000 * 7,062,000
Spring Rye 5,084,000 2,258,000
All Rye 20,842,000 " 9, 320,000
Peas 147,000 223,000
Beans 28,000 " 78,000
Mixzed grain 1,7%0,000 " 516,000
Flaxseed 7,04k 800 12,505, 000
Total Grain 933,586,000 " 438,148,000
Potatoes 18,451,667 8,265,000
Turnips and Mangolds 2,220,000 cwt. 2,015,000
Hay and Clover 1,192,100 tons 8,753,000
Grain Hay 4,204,100 12,662,000
Alfalfa 139,000 " 1,567,000
Fodder Corn 781,800 1,415,000
A1l Field Crops 474, 825,000

Manufacturing in the Prairie Provinces etands second to agriculture. The
Census of Industry of these provinces for 1923 conducted by the Bureau included
2,173 establishments representing a total capital investment of $183,978,000. Tre
employees of these plants mumbered 27,715 verscns who received &8 salaries snd
wages a total of $34 416,444, Fuel consumed in mamfacturing represented 2 value
of $h,289,357. The gross value of products produced by these plants amounted to
$186,010,1%3, The cost of materials entering intoe the mamufacture, however, was
$106,919,090 leaving the net value of ramufacturing production in the three
Prairie Provinces of Canada at $79,091,043,

As the production of grain 18 the foremcst activity in the Prairie
Provinces it naturally follows that the flour and ¢rist milling industry occupies
a premier position among the manufacturing industries of tris Be Z10Mnn  LEE
number of plante engaged in this brarch in 1923 was 107 with a total capital
investment of $15,291,407; there were 1,790 employees receiving a total of
42,298,118 in salaries and wages; the gross value of products in 1923 amounted to
$36,742,036; tre cost of materials entering intc the mamufacture was $30, 335,026,
leaving tre net value of producte produced in the flour and grist milling
industry in the Prairie Provinces of $6,407,010.

Slaughtering and meat packing and the manufacture of butter and chesse,
which 2are likewise closely allied to agriculture, rank second and third respectively,
Judged by value of moducts., The rumber of slaugrtering 5ad meat packing
establishments in tre Prairie Provinces in 1923 was 14 with & total capital
lnvestment of $11,015,065, employing 2,345 persons with a gross anmual wage bill
of $2,989,874; the cost of materials used in slaughtering and meat packing was
$18,311,0544 and the gross value of products $25,602,617, leaving the net value
added by mamufacture at $',?90,973. The manufacture of butter and cheese was
carried on in 207 establiskments, Capital invested in these Plants amounted to
$8,203,000, while 1,938 persons receiving annually 33,468,000 in salaries and
vages were employed. The gross wvulue of producte amounted to $19,587,0217, thre
coet of materials being $13,619,059 and the net value of products $5,967,96k.

: The mineral vproductien of the three Prairie Provinces was valued in 19273
at $74,103,156, to which Manitoba contridbuted $1,768,037, Saskatchewan $1,047,583
and Aiberta $71,287,536, The production of coal in Alberta was the largest single
item amounting to $28,018,303. Tre total number of operatine plants or mines
in the three wrovinces was 552 and the capital investment $81, 368,047, The number
of employces was 12,662 and the total salaries and vages pild amounted in 19273

to $20, 747,393,
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EXTERNAL TRADE OF CANADIAY PRATRIE TROVINGCES IN 1923,

Tor the bread measurement of trade in tre Prairie Prawinaes a monthly
return from transportation companles of gcodg delivered nnd regeiyed for shivment
vithin the provinces has been used. These returns show all frelght lcaded and
unleaded, classified in seventy different grouns. Wnile simllar returns have
Not as yet been recelved from water transmortation companles, compilations tbased
¢n tae railvay returns shew the ccmolete movement te and from the three Frairie
“rovinces of Cansda. The three vrovinces have been treated as one unit and a
statement of the traffic to and from this district has been comniled.

The returne received are based on rallway accounts and figures af
tonrage only are available., The Bureau, hovever, receives detalled returns from
all manufecturing industries trroush its Census of Industry showing the value
of goods at tre mlace ¢f manufacture. Trese and similar average valuaticns
Lave been anvlied to the quantities returned by the rallvay commanles and a
feneral vesluation of the commodities moving tn and from the Frairie Provinces of
Canada has thus been obtained,

Theat production in the Prattie Provinces in 1923 amounted to
452,360,700 busrels, From this amount, a»roximately, 3,770,000 bushels must be
deducted for loss ir cleaning and grain not merchantatle, leaving a balance of
L22,O?O.O‘O bushels of wheat of merchantadle quality. Durins the crom or
marketing year 1927-4, 350,700,000 bushels were shined out of the Prairie
frovinces. A large part of this was eventually exnorted from Canada after passingz
thraugh ané telrg handled 1n Zastern Csnada, Whest sround into flour in Eastern
Canada accounted for 80,000,000 bushels of this shinment from the West, s nrox-
imately 30,002,000 bustels belng cround for domestie consumntion and 50,000,000
bushels for exwort as flour. Returns from the railwvay comnenles show that total
shimments of wheat from the Pralrie Provinces during the calerndar year 1023
amounted tc¢ 9,580,152 tcns or nearly 320,700,000 tuchels, Similarly large
Quantities of the coarser srains were alss shinned from the Trairle Frovinces,
some of whick vere also destined to be eventually exmorted from Canada. These
scivments during 1923, as shown by the railway returas, amounted to 40,032,650
buskels of oats, 14,471,200 buskels of barley, 5,382,200 bushele of rve and
3,805,600 bushels of flaxseed, Corn amvuntinz to 194,000 bushels and 23,2L2
tons cf "other ¢rains" were also skinped from the Testern Previnces,

Naturally in a large ¢raln vroducing disirict, flour ard ~rict millin:
1s an 1mncrtant industry, These mills srind not cnly for demestic consumntion
*ithin tke Prairie Provinces, hut slsc fer shipment outside, TFleur crousnd in
the West and later shinned, mainly to Zastern Canada and Eritish Columbia,
ameunrted tc 7,22€,270 barrels in 19237, Other mill nroducts merufactured and
srhirmed sut amounted te 22 A <

The Frairie Provinces, hewevar, have no surnlus of fruit znd veretables,
"ith tke excention of petatoes. The emall quarntity of 775 Bons or 25,832 bushels
ef this commsdity was skinmed sut, On the ntrer hand nearly half a millioxn
tarrels of anvles were immorted inte the Prairle Trovinces duringe 19273 for cor-~
sumoticn therein, Other fresh fruit brouskt in amounted to 65,710 tons and
fresh vegetables other than motatees to 16,544 tans,

Animal rustandry is the second immortant tranch of arriculture
folleved in Western Canada, 7hile consideratle shinments of cattle =nd rogs were
rade to the Western Frovinces in 1923, these wers mare than counterbalanced
ty shipments out. Outside of live animals, hevever, the shinments of animals
and amnimal vroducts to Western Cansda were quite small and more thar counter—
talanced by shivments out, These nrovinces also etand, therefore, 2s a source
o surnly for this ¢roup of commodities, Net ehirments of animals and animal
nrzducts out of the Tralrie Provinces amounted to the followin: wel:skhts as
revorted by the railvay commanles:

Horses 2,&29 tons
Cattle and calves 105,068 "
Skeep aoen: "
Eogs G Jedy .1
Dressed meats, fresr =l
Dressed meats, cured or salted g,067 "
Toultry Lo sl
Egzs Loohy o
But ter and Cheese g,e269 "
wecl N

Hldes and Leather g
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Shirments inte the prairie arsa consisted of §44 tons of "Other Packing House
Products" and 1,691 tons of "Other Animal Preducts", makire a net shipment of
183,561 tons of animal and animal products out of the Prairie Provinces,

Alterta is a large producer of coal and a large part of the supoly of
coal required for consumption in the Prairie Provinces is naturally drawn from tkis
source, Tre small amount of 79,384 tons of lienite coal was shipped out of the
Prairie Provinces in 1923. Tkis shipment was likely made to Ontario for consumption
trere. Tre movement of Alberta coal to Central Canada, for use rather tran
imported United States coal, is being fostered and the likelihood is that in later
years larger amounts of Canadian western coal will find their markets in Ontario.
On the other hLand some United States anthracite and bitumincus cosl is brought into
tre West via the Great Lakes for coneumption in Eastern Manitcba (mainly Winnipeg) .
Alberta cosl, rovever, is becoming firmly establisked in this market and with the
development ¢f the trade in Alberta coal in the East, it may be presumed that
Maniteka »ill become less dependent on coal imported from the United States. The
amount of Urnited States coal brought in during 19273 as revemue freight amounted to
176,785 tons of anthracite and 165,073 tons of bituminous coal: in addition coal
shipved in jor railway purposes amounted to avproximately 543,000 tons. Coke
amounting tc 24,395 tons was also shipped into the Prairie Provinces, Shipments
of crude petroleum from the United States to refineries lecated in the Prairie
Provinces are also of considerable extent. In fact in tonnage crude petroleum
comes next to coal among the mineral yroducts shipped into the Prairie Provinces.
In 1923 these ehipments amounted to 209,401 toms. Shipments of salt were also large
emounting to U4,237 tons. Other shipments into the Prairie Provinces in this group
were as fcllows: . :

Iron ores 292 tons
Other ores and concentrates w.
Clay, gravel, sandstone (crushed) 21,363
Slate, dimension or block stone 5, A"
Asphal tum FiEar"
Other mine nroducte Oy DI

The aggregric agticllpment of mine products intc the Prairie Provinces in 1923 was
572,009 tons.

The timber supply of this district falls short of the needs of the people,
Wrhile 95,400 tons of pulpwood were shipped out of the Prairie Provinces net shipmente
in vere as follows:

Logs, posts, poles and cordwood Lg 519 tons
Railway Ties go,le
Lumber, timber, box shooks, staves

and heading }32,7&3 "
Other forest products 16,34

The net import of forest producte into the Prairie Provinces in 1923 amounted to
152,630 tonse,

Tre industrial section of Canada is located mainly in the central
provinces., While mamufacturing occupies an important place in Western Canada, ae
shown above, large amounts of mamfactured goods are also imported. 1In addition
to the large quantities of crude petroleum shipped in for refining purposes
182,197 tons of refined petroleum and its products were imported into the Prairie
Provinces. Sugar beet cultivation is carried on in southern Alberta and southern
¥anitoba, and a bett sugar refining plant has been esteblisked at Raymond, Alberta,
(in 1925). This is a comparatiiely new industry and the sugar produced will
probably fall short of meeting the requirements of the people of the Prairie
Provinces for a considerable time. Imports of sugar amounted to 92,565 tons in 1923,
fgricultural implements and vehicles, other than autemctiles, form the next
item in point cf size. Net imports of commodities in this group amounted to
63,086 tons in 1923. Automobiles and auto trucks were shipped in during 1923 to
the net amount of 11,009 tons. Irorn and steel producte were also shipped to the
Prairie region in considerable quantities. Net shipments of bar and sheet iron,
ctructursl ircn.and iron pipe inte the Prairie Provinces amounted to 19,952 tons:
of iron, pig and bloom, to 17,029 tone; of ralle and fastenings to 10,980 tons and
of cestings, machinery and boilere to 23,005 tons. Shipments of steel rails and
fastenings carried by railways "on company service" amounted to an additional
40,000 tons. Paper, printed matter aul books shipped showed a net volume of 34,309
tons; canned goods shipments amounting to 25,317 tons net, included 1,271 toms of
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canned meats and 24,046 tons of cther canned food troducts. Other shivments of
wanuf actured goods made to the Prairie Provinces during 1927 were as follovs:

Brick and artificial stone 72€ tone
Sewer vine and drain tile 1,bke ¥
Furniture 7,993 "
Liquors and Zeverages 5 ey -
Cther manufactures and niscellaneous 19[S SEl
¥arcrandise 69,943 "

Amonz the shivments of mamufactured and misoellaneous goods from the
Prairie Provinees to other marts of Canada, cement comes first with 1},556 tons
ard lime and plaster second with 10,421 tons. Cther shinments of manufactured and
iscellanzeus goods consisted of 3,221 tons of all kinds of fertilizers; 2,078
<ons or fish, fresh, frozen, cured, ete,; and 1,565 tons of household goods, The
net shirtments of manufactured ard miscellaneous commodities inte the Pralrie
Provinces in 1927 are shorn ty tke rallvay returns to have amounted to 667,348
tens,

From the statement of revenue freight carried by Canadian railways, it
would, thkerefore, annear that while the orailrie region is a considerable exmorter
of grains and also of live animals and animal woducts, it immorts wroducts of the
ferest and mines, snd manufactured arnd miscellaneous goods., The net shipmerts in
tone under these headlings are as follows:

Shioned out Stivpoed in
Arricultural (vegetable) mroducts 11,314,744 tons
Animal wroducts 183,561 "
Mine products _ 572,709 tons
Foreect treducts Ha.Ge0
Mamifactured and miscellanceus Aoy, S0E

This weuld show a total net exmort of all commodities from the vrairie region »f
9,905,958 tons., Tre total amournt of freirht loaded at stations situated in the
Frairie Prcvinces ameunted tc 2C,776,28% tons as enycesed to 10,270,730 tons
unloaded,

VALUE OF EXTZRNAL TRADE OF CAFADIAY TRATRIE FROVINCES.

Tre trade ¢f tre Canadian Tralrie Trovinces in 1922 as set out in the
preceding section vas derived from monthly reperts furnished by railways overating
ir these provinces showing tons ¢f freight loaded and unloaded according tec a
simple classification agreed on matually by the companies and the Pureau. These
reports being derived from tke r21lway scerunts do not show the value of the goods
themselves tut merely the weights, The feature of value, hevever, 1s very
Impertant. In the industrial census conducted ty the Bureau values of commodities
at the print of production are returned by the manufacturing comranies. The
average prices as shewn from these and similar returns have teen used and anvlied
te thke quartities as shown bty the rallway returns discussed above and show thet
the net exmorts from the Prairie Frovinces are valued =2t anproximately
$270,000,000, wkilst imports irte tke wralrie regiorn are valued at avnroximately
2128,00C,000.

In the commcdities experted, agricultural or vegetable wroducts form
the largest zrsup in value as in guantity and account far $275,000,000 of the
tetal filgure of $270,900,000. Wheat is the lergest cinzle commedity ard the
cuantity of wheat shirned ocut of the Tralrie Frevinces in 1627 had a value =zt
the farm tased on farm prices as returned by crco corresnmondents to the Pureau
«f wzarly $208,01C,000. Of tre other .grains oats accounted for $10,000,000,
ooriey for $5,0°0,700, rye for 32,800,000 and mixed grains for a further
SC00,000, making a total for all graine of 3226,70,"0N, Ip addition flax
¢t inments cut of the regicn were valued at annroximstely $6,500,000 making a
t:4al for thls grcuv of 322,500,070, Munufactured v»roducts included in thils
¢1ouo, namely, fleur and other mill wroducts were valued at $17,000,070 ard
15 ,%00,000 resvectively, making 2 totel of 8255,000,300 ag set out above,

Shipments of commodities Tased on animsl hustawndry ceme next in
importance and show a cross value of atout $12,0n7,005, Cattle shioments were
vzlued roughly at 32,570,000, =nkile otrer live animals shinved cut amounted to
o further sum of $500,000, making a total value of all shipments of live animals
of $3,205,07C, The dairy industry in the Test has grown ranldly in the last
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few years and large gquantitiza of butter and cheese are mamuf actured not only for
local consur.ption but also for shipment to Zastern Canada and British Columbia either
for consumption there or for furtherance. In 1927 these shipments werse valued at
over $5,000,000. Hides and leather shipped cut also form a considerable item and
Fave a value of say $2,000,000. Poultry and egg shipments are also important and
mey be valued at a further cum of $2 000,000, shipments of poultry being valued at

s little less than $1,000,000 while shipments of eggs are valued at a little more.
These items form a total of $12,000,000 for the animal products group.

Shipments ac shown above based on trhe two branchee of agriculture, namely,
field crops and animel husbendry, trerefore, account for a total of $267,000,000
out of a grand total of $270,000,000 for all exports, The balance of $3,000,000
{8 divided detween the threc groups of mine products, forest products and manuf actured
and miscellanecus producte at $250,000, $1,750,000 and $1,000,000 respectively,

Tignite coal sripped out of the prairie region accounts for the full
amount of $250,000 in the mining group, whilst pulpwocd accounts for the full
ameunt of $1,759,000 in the forest yroducts group. In the menufactured and miscell-
ancous items shipped out, cement is valued at $425 000; lime and plaster at
$165,000; fisk (fresh, frozen, cured, etc,) at $375,000 and fertilisers at $75,000
meking & total value for exporte in this group of $1,000,0C0.

Wnile agricultural or vegetable preducts form the largest group of
shipments from the Prairie Provinces it conversely is the smallest group far
shipments in. These shipments had a gross velue of 43,000,000 and consisted mainly
of apples and other fruits, and vegetables. Imports of mine produc ts including
reilway coal were valued at $9,000,000 made up of coal and coke valued at
$6.800,000; crude petroleum valved at $1,400,000; salt valued at $500,000 and
miscellaneous items aggregating $200,000.

Torest products have a velue of $8,000,000, of which $6,000,000 is
accounted for by lumber, *imber, box shooke, staves, heading, etc. Ties are
valued at $1,200,000 and 1.3s, posts, poles and cord wood »i $800,000.

The largest group, comprising mamufactured and miscellaneous articlew,
accounts for $109,000,000 of shirments into the prairie region or nearly 85 per
cent of the total valve of all shipments. The prinsipel items making up this
total are as follows:

Refined petroleum and ite prcducts ¢ 5,400,000
Sugaer : 17,500,000
Iron ‘pig and blaom 00,000
Rails and Tastenings 2,000,000
Rar and sheet ircn, structural iron and iren pipe 4,200,000
Castings, machinery 2nd boilers 8,300,000
Agricultural implements and vehicles other than autos 28,500,000
Jutemobiles and autc trucks 15,000,000
Jurniture 5,500,000
Licuors and beverages \ 700,000
Paper, printed mattsr und books 17,500,000
Canned meava 500,000
Canned goods { 1,500,000

Total $109,000,000

™e values uted above for both-exporis and imports are computed at point

of crigin, On the other hand, if valuations were made on the basis of the point

of entry into the purchasing country, it is estimated that the value of all
imports would amount to about 110 per cent of the total value of all experts as
stcwn by the statistics of the exporting countries, which are naturally based on
velues at tne respective points or exit, Tris increment of 10 per cent is
accounted frnr by the inclusion of transportation, ir urance and similar chargee
under such a system, If the same percentage is accepted as the increase in the
value of tne geods shipped into the Prairie Provinees the value of $132,000,000

at point of crigin becomes approximately a value of $145,000,000 laid Jovm,

On the other Land, exports from the prairie region were vealued at
570,000,000 leaving & "trade" talance in favour of the prairies of $125,000,000.
Wrile freighi, insurarce and similar charges tave already been provided for there
are other crarges for "invisible" erports and imports for which allowance must be
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made similar to those wrick are made in discussions of the international trade
and trads balzgce of complete "wolitiecsl" or rnational entities, Some of the
items, for examvle, vhich muct te included in 2 comvlete stetement of the exmorts
from the Trairie Provinces of C=znada would include (1) Payments of interest

and sinking fund sent outside the area; (2) Payments »f dividends on securities
¢f Trairte compenice to neremns recident cutside the Trairie Tegion; (3)
Demittancee of cesh by imnizrant residents: (%) Ixmenditures of travellers;
itudents, ete., ordinarily resident in and deriving their income from the
Frairie Provirces, made outeide the Trairie Aistrict; (5) Payments to outeside
inourance commanies; (€) The exmort of sarit=l accommenying emigrations (7)
“nottal eent away from the Trairies for imvestuents () Charges for transiexnt
‘sbiur recruited mainly from Eactern Censda (marvesters' excursicns). Similarly
2re following ltems would, inter alila, have to te included ir z comnlete
statement ¢f the values imported irto the Frairie Previnces (1) Tarnings on
canital imvested outside by residents of the Frairie Trovineces:; (2) Experditures
by travellers in twe Prairile Provinces from outeide districts: () Cash
remlttances to the Frairies by friends of residente; (4) Insurance nmayments to
the Prairie district; (5) Capital brought in by immigrants; (f) Cavital imvorted
for investment, These items, vhile tc scme extent offsetting each other, accournt
Tor the services and other utilities revresenting the fsvourable traide talance
of §125,000,000 set out above,

-
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TABLE T.- ISTIEATEL CAPLTAL YSALTH OF CaMADIAK PRAIRIE FROVINCES 8% PROVINCES. Ab A0 SOONGP QI 17 LW TSMLA %, 1y £ e U SR AN RS T
Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Total B i v
Farm Values (land, buildings, implements and machinery, oY . ; ETAT : - : 1% ‘
and live stock: census, 1921) | 9550,638,045 1,650,069,19¢ 968,437,018 3,269;144842598 0, 0 $ B IRy
agricultural Products in the posse¢ssion of farmers ¥ O T 8 , (o R of Jurmaxy :
and traders, 1921 | 100,016,000 253,712,000 124,512,000 478,240,000 | .
HGRASEgR ol thiralt Woalthis 9207 5.0, J1 T e LE 5 750,654,045 1,903,781,19¢ .. 1,092,949,018 3,747,384,259 i
Mines (cupital empleyed, 1921) 9.53% 39708 yad, AN61,077 73,603,005 835707, 888 44 242
Forests (cstimated value of accessiblo raw materials, - f it " , "
pulpwocd, and capital invested in weods operations) Wz 120,560 4000 ¢ 46:, 585,000 70,475,000 137,620,000.
Fisheries, (capital iavested in bouts, gear, etec. in vrg 114 . ey
primary operations, 1%21) Tt 695,414 . | 37,09¢ 1347928 867,083
Central Elcetric Stutions (Capital invested, 1921) 24 14,873,6¢€1 - 04.720,585 . S 4p8nl.290 30,125,516,
Menufactures-machinery and tools, 1921 14,687,848 4,099,873 7+363,086 26,150,807+
Manufacturos-materianls on hand, stccks in preccess; ! ] W .
estimate for amcunt in dealers’ hands, 1921 35,208,300 9.+608, 336" 15,662,382 60,644,028 w4, i
Stoam Ruilways (investment in road and equipment = 250,640,000 342,590,000 255,840,000 049,070,000
Blectric Railwuys (investment in road =nd cquipment) . . 30540 3y 59 7386 6,279,36¢€ 23,166,493
Canuls (zmount cxpended on const. tg ldarch 31, 1922) T el e | ] B3 =i ot
Telephones (cost of proparty and eguipnent) : 2 A520, 122 205 P46 299 20,026,415 €3,023,25¢, L ‘;:.
Urban Recl Property (assesscd valuations nnd exempted ‘ h 4
property, und estimuted for under valusticn by
asscssors, and for rands, sewers, otc.) 410,820,516 349,803,449 290,247,235 1,050,871,200
Shipping estimated from 1918 consus and distributed I : ,
accerding te tonnage owned ; 784,200 - 36,500 e 820,700
Imported Herchandise in store being one half imports ' 1 i o -
during year 1921 16,300,315 5,098,6¢€8 2,065 0173 295 361 , 188 3! - Sk
Heuschold furnishings, clothing, carriages, motors, etc. 834200,000 125,800,000 ;¢ . 90,4005000 -. 299,400,000 B0 Ak
Specic held by Government Chartored Banks and estimated I ) vt Ghartod Hapin ard pat i
for public holdinge (n) 14,000,000 '/ 17,400,000 13, 50C,000 44,900,000, . : 30
foital Estimatod Woalbly B98¢ i atim ok o, o uiohat o ¥ 1,650,495,868  2,845,662,985 ... 1,950,973.479 €, 447 MARFBIRNGS G N EEE A
Percontuge Mo =8 8.8 293061 7. LE.
Porcentage distribution of Canudian population by ST i ! Darndis :
provinces and territories, 1921 . . ] | Gs9e-— 1 14y 1920, 62 6.70 22,26 fied

(2) Tho Specie heldings are here distributed among the several prcvinces according tc population.
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A. -~ . L J - -~
TaELB II.- VALUE OF PRCDUCTICH IN PRAIRIE PROVINCES BY INDUSTRIAL DIVISIONS, 1923.
AR I 3% SASKATCHEWAN ALBERTA g} 1105 L Per Cent
of Net
A Greps 4 | thﬂ Grosg Net}i Grosi thﬁ.__ Gress Net e [PV e
S | 66,235,560] 68,4731179 | 290,256,907 | 253,860,181 | 206,852,432 | 177,859,080 | 565,3477299 | 500,1920640! 71.45
Ferestry ; 5,073,000; 4,011,982§ . 2,438,003 \ 2:298,617 3,670,754; 3,266,44€ 11,181,757E 9,556,8453 1.48%
Fishorics 1028, 595 | | 2,0205596 286,643 286,643 438;737l 438,737 1,745,975 1,745,975§ 2
Trapping 1,655,642 1,655,642 2,241,520 2,241 520 1 R TOR 88,992 . S §1i,13% 5,714,134' .89%
liining 1,768,037 1,768,037 1,047,583 1,047,583 | 31,287,536 ] 31,287,53€} 34,103,156} 34,103,156 5.20%
Electric power 3,647,301 3,292,859 2,672,406 | 2,660,179 3,0670031 2,80%, 322 9,38¢,770 8,780,360  1.36%
Construction 9,992,756 €,464,468 54,793,300 3,750,000 7,066,400 4,540,000} 22,852,456 14,754,:68 2.29%
Custom and Repuir 7,227,600 4,505,309 5,564,188 3,630,750 5,892,011 3,824,738 18,683,799] 11,9¢0,797 1.85%
Manufacturcs (a) 97,334,531 41,361,438{ 34,337,811} 15,004,191} 54,337,801| 22,725,424| 18¢,010,143| 79,091,053 9.09%(b)
[ Y .
GRAND TOTAL (a) 202,478,428 124,228,542} 336,458,857 | 280,023,272 | 301,105,188 | 241,241,457 | 840,042,473 645,493,271; 100,0%
e U o ; g SRl

(1) Includes seme duplication, eliminated in grond total.

(b) Percontage adjustod.
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