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"The iegistration of vital statistics is the irm 
basis on which the whole structure of sanitary 
science and practice must rest. In o:der to learn 
the laws of disease, to devic remedies, and test 
them, we must have an approximately accurate 
knowledge of the movement of population and 
of the CAUSES OF DEATH." 

—Dr. Charles V. Chapin. 
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INTERNATIONAL LIST OF CAUSES 
OF DEATH 

THIRD DECENNIAL REVISION BY THE INTER- 
NATIONAL COM,IISSlON. PARIS, OCTOBER 

11-14, 11120. 

Note.—In reporting causes of death upon "Certificates of 
Death" the Physician i requested to enter, Jirsl the Name of 
the Disease Causingj Death,n'eond, the name of this 
Coatnbutory cause, if Any; and, third, the duration of each 
cyuss. (If death tens iii luenced by occupation, please we that 
kin] of work and industry are correctly stated.) In naming 
the Disease causing death it is urgently recommended 
that the exact names printed in bold-faced type in the 
List below be employed, whenever they are applicable, 
and that no other,tercns be used instead. Thus, always 
write Typhoid Fever; not sometimet I'yphsid Freer, some-
tunes Lute-ic Finer, or "Contisucel Peter," "I'ypho-eewJarai 
Fever," etc. Of course many diseases are not given in the 
terms in bold-faced type below, but only the most important 
ones. For othor, any terms recommended by the Nomnen-
clature of Dieaes of the Royal College of l'hysieimu;s, London, 
or the Nomenclature of Diseases and Conditions of Bellevue 
aol Allied Hoepitals, New York, may be used. Ternis printed 
in staSes are in4cfinhte or otheru.'iee tsndessr&4e, and should 
never be used when a more definite stalement eon be giresi. Ileari 
failu'e," for example, is simply equivalent to cause of dent], 
unknown. ''Conv'ittions," "Afara,sisimeu." "Debility," ''Old 
aye," are terms of this character. Plense aid in the im-
provenserst of our Vital Statistics by using only precise 
and definite terms. 

1.—EPIDEMIC, ENDEMIC, AND INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES 

I. Typhoid and paratyphoid fever. 
a Typhoid fever. 
h Paratyphoid fever. 

2. Typhus fever. 
3. Relapsing fever (epirillum obermeieri). 
4. Malta lever. 
3. Malaria. 
6, Small-pox. 
7. Measles. 
S. Scarlet fever, 
9. Whooping-cough. 

1U, Diphtheria (Croup transferred to Ite.psrstory Diseases 98, 
Membraneot tarfnytiis incleded under 10.) 

11. influenza- 
a sole cause. 
b with phthisis. 
,'with bronchitis. 
d with pneumonia. 

with other respiratory d1sesee. 
f with disease and accidents of pregnancy anci 

part u,-ition. 
(y) with other causes. 

12. Miliary fever. 	IL i is rehricis,iIS,, i:. 
13. Mumps 
14 Asiatic cholera 
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16. Dysentery- 
a amoebic. 
b bacillary. 
c uneperifiel or due to other causes. 

(Do not report ordinary diarrhoeai*id enteritis (113, 114) 
as dy octry.) 

17. Plague. 
a bubonlc. 
1. pneumonic. 
C septicaemic. 
d upcifiet. 

18. Yellow fever. 
19. Spirochetal hemorrhagic jaundice. 
20. Leprosy. 
21. Erysipelas. (1tate uue see Class XIVj 
22. Acute anterior poliomyelitis. 
23. Lethargic encephalitis. 
24. Meningococcus Mer.ingitis—finciudea cerobro-

spinal rneningiti8, posterio basal meningitis.) 
25. Other epicicmc and endemic diseases. 

a Chicken-pox. 
b German measles. 
c Otilers under this title. 

26. Glernlers. 
27. Anthrax. 
28. Rabies. 
29. Tetanus. IState cause; we Class XIV] 
30. Mycoses. (tpeciiy it. Actinomycosis of lungs, etc.) 
31. Tuberculosis of the repiratory system. {pority orgaaj. 
32. Tuberculosla of the meningex and central nervous 

system. )peily orga). 
33. Tuberculosis of the intestines and peritonsum. 
34. Tuberculosis of the vertebral column. 
35. Tubercuirsis of the joints. [ipeity [cul] 
30. Tuberculosis of other organs. [Mpei(y Ortar]. 

a Tuberculosis of the skin and sub-cutaneous 
cellular tisSue. [i are parr). 

b Tuberculosis of the bones (vertebral column 
excepted) ]rpeciiy brine). 

Tul,erculosis of the lymphatic system (meson-
teric and retroperitoneal glands excepted). 

d Tuberculosis of the genitourinary system. 
a Tuberculosis of organs other thari tie above [tate 

organ]. 
37. Dsseminated Tuberculosis-- k4nocify orgsn( 

a acute 
ii chronic or unstated 

38. Syphilis 
139. Soft chancre. 
40. Gonococcus infection. 
41. Purulent infection, septicaemia. [ilaIe insuso; see classes 

VIII and XIV especially). 
42. Other i1ertiou discaec. 

Filiarasia. 
Vaccinia. 

IL GENERAL DISEASES NOT INCLUDED IN CLASS I. 

43. Cancer and other malignant tumours of the buccsl 
cavity. )ale nart.] 

43. Cancer and other nvalignant tumoura of the stom- 
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45. Cancer and other malignant tumour, of the pert-
toneum, intestines, rectum. 

46. Cancer and other malignant tumour. of the /enno2. 
Jenda! o,nns. 

47. Cancer and other malignant tumour, of the breast. 
48. Cancer and othar malignant tumour. of 1*e skin. 

late partJ. 
49. Cancer and other malignant tumours of oiler or 

	

unspecified o'rgane. 	.tatt orean,l 
50. Benign Iu,nours a 	menaces not returned as malig- 

	

nant. (Tumo 	of the female genital organ. 

	

excepted). (Yni 	kinI of tc,nour and thapart affected. 
51, Acute Rheumatic Fever. LUIWUYS define "itheuinatism 

an acute or chonie.( 
62. ChronIc Rheumatism, Oiteoarthrltl., gout. 
63. Scurvy. 
54. Pellagra. 
55. BeriberI. 
58. Rickets. 
57. Diabetes mellitu,, 
58. Anaemia, chiorosi,. (Slate form or (muse.( 

a Pernicicue anaemia 
b Other anacrnian and chiorosle. 

69. Dhseanes of the pituitary gland. JNama the hsaase.( 
60. Diseases of the thyroid gland, (Name the dmsoase.J 

a Exophthalmic goiter. 
It Other lisasen of the thyroid gland. 

61. Diseases of theparathyroid glands. (Nitme the disease.) 
62. Dleeases of the thymu.. (Name the diseana.( 
63. Diseases of the Adren.l. (Addison's diseasal. 
64. Diseases of the spleen. Name the diaease( 
65. Leukn'enea and llodgkin'sdiaeace. 

a Leukaemia. 
b Hodgkin's disease. 

66. Alroluh.m. 
a Delirium tremen., 
b Acute alcoholism 
Chronic alcoholism. 

67. Chrome poisocing by anneal eubstaneon. 
a Chronic lead poisoning. (State caweandoenjpationl. 
It Other occui,ationnl. (State cause and oecupation.1 

68. Chronic organic poinoting. 
o Chronic morphinism. 
I Chronic cocainism, etc. 
c Other organic poisoning. (State cauae.( 

69. Other general disean's. (Name the disease.) 
a Diabetes invipidus. 
b H.emophilia. 
c Purpura ha.morrhaglea. 

III. DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM AND OF 
THE ORGANS OF SPECIAL. SENSE 

70. Rnc.phalitis. 
71. Meaingia (doe, not include meningitis specified as men-

ingocoeclo, tuberculceis, rheumatic, etc.(. 
a Simple meningitIs. (State muse.) 
b Non-epidemic cer.broapinsl meningitis. Nate 

72. Taboo Dorsall, (L.occmotor ata,ia), 



75. ..hcr oeuees of tee apmal Curl: 1;;e the dicane.[ 
aChronic spinal muscular atrophy. 
b Primary lateral sclerosis, 
c Syringomyclia, 0(4'.. 

74. Cerebral heniorrhage, apoplexy. 
a Apoplasy. 
b Cerebral hemorrhage. 

Cerebral thrombosis and ,rmholinm. 
75. Pa,'aly.sin wf5nt specified ca4n: 	.. f.a 	n 	ann.) 

a Hemiplegia. [State ea.-e 
b Others 0541cr this title. 

76. General Paralysis of the mel or. 
77. Other fortes of mental alien.,;. n. 	I  Name disease 

causing death. Form of in a . . 	nut I he named m 
c'.ON'riiIBu'roRY CAUaE 	lv, unless it is actually 
the disease cautbing deatb. 

78. EpIlepsy. 
7P. Con misions (Non puerperal) (5 years and over). [State cause.) 
80, Jnfannde Convulsions (under 5 years of aye). [State cSaSe.) 
81. Chores. 
82. Neuralgia and neuritis. [State rauso.] 
83. SoJ(enit0s of the Brain. [State couse.[ 
54. Other ifiseases of the nervous synteit. [Name the disease.) 
5. Di,ea..ce of tb eye and anexa. INse the lisoase.) 

86. Discuses of the ear and of the na'itoi.I proenuse. 
a E>inn'eu of the ear, [Name tIe disease.) 
b Dinenos of the mastoid process [Name the disease.) 

IV. DISEASES OF THE CIRCULATORY SYSTEM 
87. Pericarditie. JAcute or CIro;ic: rI;euiatie (SI). etc.) 
88. Endonusrd it is and Myocarelit is. [Always report asacute 

or chronic; (to not report when mere terminal mnditaon.) 
a Acute Endocarnlitis. 
b Acute Myocarditis. 

89. Angina pectoris. 
90. Othcr disvanei,i of the heart. [Narne the disease.) 

a Chronic valvular disease. (Name the disesse.j 
I Fatty degeneration of heart. 
c Aortic insufficiency. 

91. Disease of the Arteries. 
a Aneurysm. 
I Arterioscierosia. 	 - 

(.1(1ev menses of the ui-tense. [Name the wseaee.) 
92. Embolism and thrombosis (not cerebral). [State organ, 

I'uerperal, (147)?[ 
93. Diseasesoftheveiuia (varices, haemorrhoieh, phlebitis, 

etc.) 
94. Disca,-eq of the lymphatic system (lymphangitis, etc.). 

[cause? i'uerperal?[ 
95. Ifaerorrhage without specified cause. Cause? Pulmonary 

hemorrhage from Tuberculosis of Lungs 31 .—Puer-
peral. 

96, Other Dinnisea of the circulatory system. [Name the toense.] 

V. DISEASES OF THE RESPIRATORY SYSTEM 
97. Diseases of the nasal fossae and their annexa.. [Name the 

disease.) 
98. 3)inesse of the larynx. 

a Larynglimu. .trldulu.. 
I...ryngtis. 

......... 	' I 	',. 	............ 



1'ttRNATtONAt LInT OF CAUSSS 0? DCATH 

99, Bronchitis. Jalways state as acute or chronic; was 1 
Tubercuious?l 
a Acute. 
b Chronic. 

Not otherwise defined under 5 years of age. 
d Not ottierv.10 defined I years and over. 

100. Bronchopneumoia lit secondary, give prmari cause.] 
a Bronchopneunonia. 
b CapUlnry sronhtis. 

101. i'neu,,cnis. lit  I.otr ;eport.a Lobar pneumonia). 
a Lobr 
)' Not othorn ise hOned. 

102. Pleurisy. ICause.' II tuberculosis, so report (31).1 
103. Conge-tiosand heiiiorrhagic indaret of the lung. (cause.] 
104. Gangrene of the Lung. 
105.Asthma. 'luheriulo-in.] 
106. Pulmonary emphysema. 
107. Other Diseases of the respiratory system (tuberculosis 

excepted). Jsuch indefinite tornss as 'Lunp iiosble," 
Pig'ronary hemor'rhape." etc., it conipiled hero vitiate 
statistics. Tuberculosis of lunge (31)? Name 
the disoase]. 

a Chronic interstitial Pneumonia, including Oc-
euputionul diseasesof the respiratory system. (State 

b Diseases of the modiastinum. 
c Others under this title. 

Vi. DISEASES OF TIlE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM 

108. fljeeann of the mouth and annesa. (Name the diseaae.1 
109. Diseases of the ptiarynx and beaus (including adenoid 

vegttutions). 	Name the disease, Diphthorit.ie.I 
a Adenoid vegreations. 

110. Diseases of the ()esophngus. (Name the disease.] 
111. Ulcer of the stomach and duodenum. 

a Ulcer of the stomach. 
b Ulcer of the duodenum. 

112. Other diheaseti of the stomach (cancer excepted). INanse 
the I license Avoid such indefinite terms as 'Stomach 

"Jndigcnrüni.' Dgspepeuu," "Gaulridii.' eta., 
when anti vagu'ly.( 

113. Diarrhoea and entoritis (nndor2years of age). 
114. Diarrhoea and enteritia (2 years and over). 
115. Ankylostomia.eis. (Hook-worm.) 
116. Diseases due to other Intestinal Parasites. Name species.] 

a Connotes (llydatids of the liver ouceptod). 
b Tremintodes. 

Nematodea (other than ankyloetoma). 
a Coceilia.  
e tither parasites specified. 
f Para-it.'s not specified. 

117. AppendicitIs and typhiitis. 
118. llerria, nuntestinnal obstruction. (State form and whether 

strangulated.) 
a Hernia. strangulated Ingutnal hernia (opera- 

tion).  
t intestinal Obstruction, Intuasuseept ion, V01-

vulus, etc. 
119. Other Ili --eeoc f the jnt,stines.  
120. Acute yellow atrophy of the liver. 

50467-2 
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1t. HycletIci tumour of the liver. 
122. Cirrhoaia of the liver. [Stiite'aue.) 

in Specified as alcoholic. 
b Not speeilied as alcoholic. 

123. Blliary calculi. 
124. ()tl,er stiscasesof the liver. (Name the clisetise.l 
125. Dtscaseso( the pancreas. INainr the tineate.l 
126. Perltonitle without specified c.quse. (i'uerperal?J 
127. Other 1)iseasee of the digesti,e system (cancer and 

tuberculosis excepted). (Nni -i4tho disease.I 

VII. NONVENEREAL DISEASES OF THE GENITO- 
URINARY SYSTEM AND ANNEXA 

128. Acute nephritts (including unspecified under 10 years 
of age (slate pr i Plary cease, especially scarlet fever. 
etc.) (Always atilte 'Neptiritis as acute or ohronic.( 

129. Chronic rnephritls, (Bright's disease) iiiiiludtng an. 
speeiled 10 years and over). (Better Chronic, inter-
ititial nephritis, Chronic parenchymatous 
nephritle, etc. Neverreport more names of symptoms, 

trsemia. etc. See .lo note on (128). 
130. Chyluria. 
131. Othir Disease, of the kidneys and anneza. (Name the 

dtseare.( 
132. Calculi of the urinary passages. (Name bladder, 

kidney.J 
133. Dissaea of the bladder. (Name the disease). 

Cynt lOs. [enuee.( 
134. Diseases of the urethra, urinary abscess, etc. [Name the 

disease.. Gonorrheal 7] 
a Stricture of the Urethra. 
b Other un)er this title. - 

135. Diseases of the prostate. (Name the dnseeae.J 
136. Nonvenereal diseases of the wale genital organs. Name 

the dimeane(. 
137. Cysta and other benign tumours of the ovary. (State 

Var tet 
138. Salpingitls and pelvic abscess (female). (Name the 

si emse. Gonorrheal (40)) Puerperal (146)?J 
139. Benign Tumour. of the Uterus. (State varicty.J 
140. Non-Puerperal Uterine Hemorrhage. [causm?] 
141. Other Disease, of the Female Genital Organs. (Name the 

dmseamo.( 
142. Nonpuerperal diseases of the breast (cancer ex-

cepted). (Name the d.isemmse(. 

VIII. THE PUERPERAL STATE 

Note.-1he term Puerperal is intended to include Pr.g 
nancy, Parturition, and Lactation. Whenever Parturition 
or Miscarriage has occurred within one month before the iteath 
of the patient, the fact nhould be rerttfietl. even though child 
birth tony not have contributed to the fatal manse. Whenever a 
woman of child-bearing age, especially it imtatriesl. is reported to 
have died from is disease which might have been I'uerperal, the 
local rLtstI-tr iltoulsi reqitit e sir, exploit otsitimsient frs,m the 
ret. .....r ;) it a- liter the lit; it ti- or a it 
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Puerperal in character. The following dieaees and Syitiptolii 
are of this claus;- 

Abscess of the Breast. 	Met rorrbaga. 
Acnleipkeitis 	 Nepiiritii, 
A1btiminura. 	 Pelejc Absc2ss. 
Ceflulif4s. 	 Pcleipemtonif is.%Coma. 	 Peritonitis. 
Cones fsions. 	 Piileo,nasia aTha dolens. 
Eaampsia. 	 Phb'biii. 
Eta holism. 	 Piemi. 
Gautrifio. 	 .. ricaesa. 
llae,nrJti, 	i;i.e 	. 	(lea death. 

I). 	 1 reins. 
14itnphtot'e. 	 lhroinbosis. 
.Meiribs 	 [ee,iLia. 
!tfefroperiioei lie 

Phyiciane are reqiiee-1c0 lwiiv 1 write Puerperal before 
the above terms and otbe'tith:it might he puerperal Lii character. 
or to add in parenthesea ,fot Puerperal), so that there maybe 
at, poesihiliiy of error ui the compilaiion of the mortality 
statistics, aleo to rei.,pnel to the requmts or the local 
r.•gistraro for additiontli information when, inalvertantly, the 
teared data are omitted. The value of iuch ittLtieties can be 

greatly improved by cordial co-epiration between the medtcal 
priifen1on and the registration ofliciaf. If a physician will not 
write the true statement of puerperal character on the certificate, 
be may privately cotitiounicate that tact to the local orprca 
vincial rezi4rar, or write the number of the International Liet 
under which the death ehoald be compiled, e.g.. "Peritonitis 
(146)." 

142. Accidents' of pregnancy 
a Abortion. Iterro not used in inyidiou sense; Criminal 

abortion should be to specified (1119)1. 
b Ectopic Gestation. 

0th-rn under this title. 
144. Puerperal haemorrhage. 
146. Oth'r acidents of labour. LNamne the condition4 

a Caesarean nection. 
b Difficult labour. 

Other surgical opratiorri and instrumental delivery. 
d Uncontrollable vomiting. 

Rupture of uterus in labour, etc. 
146. Puerperal Sept icaemia. 
147. Puerperal phlegmaala alba dolene, embolus, i.udden 

death. 
148. Puerperal albuminuria and convulsions. 
149. Pvllowinç, Childbirltr, not ot4erwise dejiried. 	(I'uerperal 

luntunity). IDefinel. 
150. Puerperal diaost of the breast. [Name the dicase]. 

1 1n the sense of conditions or operations lependert upoa 
pregnancy or labour not "accidents' from external causes. 

IX. DISEASES OF THE SIUN AND OF THE CELLU- 
LAR TISSUE 

151. Gangrene. Jfltate part affected. Diabetic (57) etc.) 
152. Furuncle. 
153. ArnIe Abscess. IName partaffeeted, natureor cause.) 
154. (TIther diseases of the skin and ann-an. INtone the disease). 

56467-21 
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X. IMSEASES OF TUE BONES AND OF THE ORGANS 
OF LOCOMOTION 

155. Diseases of the bones (nhrLstrrrd and tuhereitloaisexcepted) 
(Nanie the diseaae(. 
Necrosis. (give cause.] 
Osteomyei it is. 
Oateoperiostitis, etc. [C' 

156. Diseases of the joints (tiil,, 	 rheumatism 
excepted). (Name the die 	 city "Acute 
Rheomatic fever" (51),.\ 	 o-mens (2). 
Tuberculosi, of - jo 	 hen cause is 
known 

157. Apnptnlations. (namedireise 	 :ing the ampu- 
tation, thus permitting COCi . ............ n elsewhere.] 

158. Other direasee of the organs of lorOmouOn. (Name the 
disease.] 

XI. MALFORMATIONS 

159. Congenital malformations. (tilihirtlin not included): 
(Do not initlule "Acquired hgdrocephelux (4) or 
Tuherculous hydrocephalu. (ruberculous men-
in it is) (32) under I his liEn).] 
a Wngenital hydrocephaluz. 
b Congenital malformations of the heart. 
c Spins bilide, etc. 

XII. EARLY INFANCY 

160. Congoniiei derililij, Icteru. and Sclerema. (Give neuse of 
debility). 
Airs pIp. (Give causi 1. 
Inaniiion. (Give caurl. 

161. Premature birth: Injury at birth. 
a Premature birth. 
b injury at birth. 

162. Other iieeaseis peculiar to early infancy. 
Atelectasia. 
Umbilical haemorrhage, etc. 

163. Lack of Care. 

XIII. OLD AGE 

1&4 &siliiy. (Name the disease cane ing death.] 

XIV. EXTERNAL CAUSES 

Note—Coroners, medical examiners, and phyeieiane who 
certify to daoths from violent causes, should always clearly 
indicete the fundamental distinction of whether the Oeath wflS 
due to Accident, Suicide or Homicide, and then state the 
Mean, or instrument of Death. 

165. Sucide by solid or liquid poison. (corrosive nubstaneci 
excited) . INs inn i pSefl .1 

I lW, Suicide by corro',ive t,1,s1 nncr. I 	p in I 
.7 	Snnl, its ty 	Ifl,,iii)ii. 
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108. SuicIde h 11 tni-i n . strangulation. (Name nicansol 
siranguht 

181). Suicide by re wt. 
17U. Suicide by n.., 
171. SuIcide be 	 . piercing Instruments. (Name 

irnO rut, 
172. Suicide by 	from high places. (Name place]. 
171. Suicide Inn 	.. 	 ,,.. Name means.] 
174. tIther Snie 
175. Poisonin g  . 	. 	.arne kind of food.] 
176. Poisoning 	,,u:, US animals. 
177. Other a—tic ,., i,entai poisonings (gas excepted). 

(nnlnc pt,ln'U! 
178. Conflagration [state (ally its "Jumped from window 

of burning building, forest tire. etc.] 
179. AccIdental burns and scalds. [cocillgrau;oii excnpte'i.l 
ISO. Accidental niechankal suffocation. Jvor1aymg, 

lway.. itate moiuis.J 
181. Accidental absorption of irrespirable or poisonous 

Gas. [NiLinS gan.J 
Asphyxia by sn,ose (conflagration excepted.]. etc. 

182. Accidental drowning. 
1S3, Accidental Trauniat jam by firearms. (wounds of war 

except eI,J 
184. Accidental treumatism by cutting or piercing 

instruments. [alibi' iitntrunicnt.J 
185. Accidental traurnatiam by fall. (specify as "Acm-

dental (all from wiridow.J 
186. Accidental traumatisin in mines and cluorries. 

a Coal mines.  
h Other mines. [Nanie kind of mine.] 

Quarries. 
187. Accidental traurnatismbynnschines. rsi.icci.y kind of 

of ii,achiiie. ilL if the Occupation in aol fully. gina under 
that boa......Id suffl,ient to bh,,iv the ex,i.t industrial 
character of the 1iil injury. Tl.us. Crushed by Pas-
lenger Elevator, Struck by Piece of En -serv Wheel 
(Knife Grinder), Elevator Accident (l'ils JJriver), 
ctc.). 

JSS. Aeci,lental traurnabom by othar ertiabuigs (vehiolus, 
rail;cay, litnilelides, etc.). 

o Railroad accidents. 
1. Street-car accidents. 
c Automobile accidents. 
d Aeroplane and balloon accidents. 

lnjuris by Other vehi.iis. (specify]. 
f Other crushing. [specify moans of crushingj. 

ISO. Injuries by aniiiinls (lint poisoning). 
190. Wounds of war. (.'pecify.j 
191. Execution of civilians by behhigerantarinies. 
192. Starvation (Deprivation of Food or Water). Not 

"lnnnition" From disease. 
193. Exce.e,vo cold. Freezing.] 
194. Excessive heat. (Sunstroke.] 
1115. Lighting. 
1116. OIlier accidental electric shocks. (Howl state oceupa. 

tion.) 
197. Homicide by firearms. 
19$. Homicide by cutting or pIercing Instruments. (Name 

irtstrumeni[. 

- 	,1 
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201. Fraciure (Cause not *pedJfeil 	 of injuryl 
202. Other Externil Violoncu 	 .,d (including 

legal executions). 
203. Exteriial Vlobtot Icause no 

Internal injure. Not kowii 	 olaf. Suicidal, 
or Hoinicidsl. 

XV. ILL-DEFINED L4EASES 

Note.—lf physicians will friiil or v. t Iremselves with 
the nature and purposes of the International List, and 
will co-operate with the registration authorities In 
giving additional information so that returns can be 
properly clasaifled, the number of deaths compiled 
under this group will rapidly diminish, and the statis-
tics will be more creditable to the office that compiles 
them and more useful to the medical prof.sslon and for 
sanitary purposes. 

204. Sudden dratl. givo nause. Puerperal?] 
205. Catue of Death not Specified or ill-Defined. 

a Ill-Defined. 
b Not Specified or Unknown. 
c Heart Failure. 
d Syncope. 

(It may be extremely difficult or impossible to determine 
definitely the cause of death in some eases, even if a post-
mortem be granted. If the physician is absolutely unable to 
satisfy himself in this respect, it is better f or him to write 
Unknown, than merely to guess at the cause. It will be help-
1W if he can specify a little further, as Unknown disease (which 
excludes external causes), or Unknown chronic disease 
(which excludes the acute infective diseases), etc. Even the 
Ill-defined causes inclutleti under this hand are at least useful 
to a limited degree, and are preferable to no attempt at state-
mOot. Some of the old ebronics," which well-informed 
physicians are coming lees and less to use, are the following; 
Aadeine; llhioua Fessr; Cochexia; Catterrhsl Fever; Celia pee; 
Come; Conoeedort; Cpanosis; Debilslj; J)ei.risrn; Denfitio,ç 
Dpspsoee; Exlasaf ion; Fever; Glsirme Peser;JiART FAJLLRH 
Loparolornv; Marss:n us; Peralpsis of the Hear f,-  Surtiical S*ock 
ree thing. Iii many cases so reported the physician could 
etate the disease (not mere sympton or conchtion) causing 
death.) 
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LIST OF UNDESIRABLE TERMS 
The attention of physicians is called to the desire of the 

Bureau of Statistic, to serure accurate vital statistics. 
Tbou'.ando of queries are Cent 01St annually askIng for more 
spsrfi' ntntemnls regardng CUWO of ,ieath. These replies are 
oonsidered ronfidontiat FLIII are for statistical purposes oniy. 

Uaiaaai.g Tauts 
(It is understood that 	I 	RetsoN Wy Uresicanr.s 
term criticised is in th -fAaD Suooawrroa roa Moles 
ferns given below, 	tte.t 1 	DzrrNrTx STA'rSMEtT or 
fwthr ezplsnaiws or qo.ji- 	CAUSS our DEATR 

cahoL) 

"ecess" 	"Abscess of 	Was it tuberculous or due to other 
brain,"_"Abscsu of lung,' infection? Traumatic7 The re-

turn of "Ab.oeaa' unqualified, 
is worthless. State cau.. (in 
which case the fact of "ab.. 
cesa" may be quite unimport 
ant) and location. 

Impossible to classify .atisfae-
torily. Mways state (I) whether 
accidental, sulcidalorhomi. 
cidal and (2) Means of injury 
(e.g. Railroad accident). The 
lesion (e.g. Fracture of skull) 
may be added, but is of second-
ary importance for general inor-
tality statistics. 

Cause of the" Aciocis." If diabetic 
write Aciclosle (diabetic); Il 
not diabetic, write Acidosta 
nondlabetic). 

See "Dropey." 

Frequently cover tuberculosis pre-
maturity, and other denit. 
causes. Name the dl....e 
causing the condition. 

See "Septicemw" Syphilis? 

Was it acute orchronlcand,If acute. 
what was the i*u.e? Was it 
puerperal? 

What wan the ctiuns of the "Acut. 
Bright'. dIsease?" If it ap-
peared as a complication or 
sequoia of some other disesse or 
adnormal condition 5  stare nature 
of the name. Was it puorperal? 
When no cause can be ascribed, 
wrIte Bright's ,lisesso, acute 
(cause unknown. 

"Accidsnl," !esr" Ezs 
CS! CdliSel," "Vwlsiw. 
Also more epeciflo term 
as" Drowsing," "Gunslot, 
which might be either no 
cidental, suicidal, or horn 
aidal. 

"Acidous.. .............. 

"Aegsarcs," "Ascifes.. ...... 

"Mropkp." "Astheni.," "Dr. 
bW4g "DecIise,""Ezlane' 
Sos,' "Iwiitson," "Weak 
.eu," and other vague 

"Diced poisoning" 

"Bright'. dis.ase" 

"Bright's disease, acute",. 



}iY.Ii'ikNE 	P 	ISLT i•t';. 	.:' r 

REABote WHY UDEs!RABLE, 

	

Uetni.g TERM 	AND SUGGESTION FOE MORE 
DuFILTR STtTEMENT OF CAUSE 

OF L)tATIC 

	

"Brorw).opnevmonia. 	Whri !liton terminates 
ing-couh, 

'n.e, the prim. 
uld always be 
.chopncunionia 
the certificate 
en l3roncho- 

p 	.. primary). 

tfurnii ...................... how received? If due to conflagra. 
tion, a 	turning houe, prairie 
hr, etc.. so state. 	.klso sbite 
Whether accidental, guicidal, 
or homicidal. 

'Cancer,'"' Carcimona," Sar- In all eases the organ or part first 
corns," etc. affected by cancar should be 

specitied. 

. 

Term best avoided, if possible. 

"Cardiac inaufficienci,," "Car- See " Heart disease" and ' Hesrt 
disc dcienerat on," "Cprdiac failure' 

"Caturrt .. .................... 

weakness," etc. 

"Cardiac dilatation" .. 	...... Do not report when a mere ter- 
minal condition. 	State cause. 

See "Abscess" "Sept icernw." 

"Cerelral softening ........... What was the cause? If duo to 
,irterioncle nob, cerebral hernorr- 
huge, 	embolism, 	thrombosis. 
taumatjein, or any other dis- 
eermble cause, state nature of 
utile. 

Cell at die .. ................... 

"Cerebi'oapinsl meningitia"... Sec "Meningitis." 

. 

"Congestion," "Congestion of Alone, the word "congestion" 	is 

. 

tiou'els," 	'Congeslwti 	of wortliess, and in combination 
brain," "Congcotio'n of kid- it is almost equally undesirable. 
nesjs,"Congeetion of lungø," If the disease amounted to in- 
etc. ;la'n,ration, use the proper term 

(lobar pneumonia, chronic 
nephriti, 	eriteritis, 	etc) 
merely passive congestion should 

r'iorpl 	it a 	enitee 	of 
the 	pri ,,,, rv 



i'cEiNi XtL ms,r 	or I I ,:AlIi 

ItE.iJuN Wily L'xDxsiii.atE, 
UNPE5mABLC rxnM 	AND STGOESUONS FOR Moist 

DEFINITE STATEMENT or Causa 
or Deans 

Convulsions," "Eclampeia," 'It is hoped that this indefinite 
i.' r ''Fits " 	term 	I"Convulaions'l 	Will 

/ henceforth be restricted to 
tlioti&, CSSC8 in which thin true 
cause of that ivmldon can not 
be ascertained. 

Fit—This is an objectionable 
term it is indiscrini natoly 
applied to epileisny, convulsions. 
and apoplexy in different parts 
of the country."—Dr. Forr, in 
Firal Rep. Reit -Gca., 1839. 

"Creep .... ........... ...... ...Uroup" is a most pernicious term 
Irom a puolic leaiur point or 
vmw, and should be entirely 
disused. Write Diptherts when 
this disease is the cause of death. 

State diseas, causing death. 

Name the disease, e.g., Lobar 
pneumonia, Tuberculosis of 
lungs, Chronic interatiiial 
n.nphritie, Syphilitic gum-
ma of brain, etc. 

"Dropsy .................. I Drc pap" should never be return-
ed as the cause of death without 
Iart1culart as to its probable 
origin, e.g., in disease of the 
heart, liver, kidneys. etc. 
Name the disease causing (the 
dropsy and) death. 

"EdentsoftAsglollis .......... .What was the cause? If due to 
• disease of any Put, specify, or 
• if to injury hits w liether acci-
dental, ulcidal, or homicidal 
and the means of Injury. 

"Edema of lunge .......... ....Usually terminal. Name the die- 
ase causing the condition. 

"Exlniveaation of urine.. ...... hat was the cauSe? If due to a 
diseased condition of any part 
or followed an operation or 
injury, define the primary con-
dition if known. If of traumatic 
origin, stats whether acci-
dental, aulcidal, or homici-
dal atid ibe Instills or INtrO- 

"Dentifwn," "Te6L8 159." 

Disease." •' Trouble," 
"Coaplairt"oI (anyor 
e.g., 'Lunii treble,"" 
ney corn planet ," "Dress oil 
brain,' etc. 



rv 

R.tsoN way Uwneia.eai.it , 
UNRASLIt Taaie 	AND 9UOGE8T1ON FOB MORE 

J)grxeii'x STATcME,cr OF 
CAV8R OF DEATE 

Peter .................... . Name the disease, as Typhoid 
fever,bobsr pneumonia,Mai-
aria, ec., in which thefever" 
c,c'tt,rs. 

	

"Fracture," 	"Fracture of Indefliot. ii. 	iiciple of chissi- 
akud," etc. fication i,,r.. oral mortality 

Statistic, is U It the lesion but 
(1) the nsturc of the violence 
that produced it (accid.ntal, 
suicidal, homicidal) and (2) 
the mean. of Injury 

'Gangrene of the sntesliau." 

"Oastritie," "Gastric 
an-h," "Acute indigo 

"General decal,," etc....... 

"Genaral ader' ......... 

What was the cau..? If due to 
embolism, mechanical obstruc-
tion, or paralyaie, state as 
clearly as possible the nature 
of the affection. II due to 
violence. State the mean, or 
in.trum.nt of injury, e.g., 
automobile, revotver, etc., and 
whether accidental, sukidal, 
or homIcidal. 

rreQuently  worthies, as a state-
meut of the actual cause of 
death; the terms should not be 
loosely used to cover almost 
any fatal affection with irrita-
tion of stomach, Gastroenteri-
ti,? Acute or chronic, and 
cause? 

ee "Old age." 

Van it G.n.raI scl.rosia of the 
spinal cord, or G.n.ral .rter-
lo.cl.rosl.7 

'he exact form of the cardiac 
affection, as Mitral regurit.-
tion, Aortk stenosla, or, less 

Nrecisely, as V.lvuL.r h.art 
l....., should be stated. 

Heart failure" is a recognised 
synonym, even among the laity 
for ignorance of the cause of  
death on the part of the physi-
cian. If thephysician can 
make no more definite state-
ment, it must be compiled 
among the class of il-defined 
diseases (,"f unler heart din. 

"H.a,t disease,"" 
b'ouble," etch •' 0 
heart trouble." 

heart failure." "Ca, 
weakness," "Cardiac 
Memo,....Cardiac & 
lion," "Paralaia of 
heart," etc. 
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Rassort Wny I3NDESIRABL.E 
UNDESTRA.BLE Tegu 	AND SraoesrioN FOR Moss 

DeesarTs ST&Trm.ENT OF 
CAOSIC or DCATH 

"l!enwrrliaqe." 	"JkPeeptii Freiuentiv mask tuberculosis or 
'Ijeniorrhu.a, sis." 	 of deaths from 	injuru's (traumatic 

lance.' 	 J henrorrhage), Puerperal hem- 
orehage or hemorrhage after 
operation for various conditions. 
What was the cause and loca- 
tion of the hemorrhage? 	If 
from violence, state fully. 

... ................. State means 	employed, 	e.g.. 
poison. revolver, etc. 

!Iydrocephtm1ue ............ It is desirable that deaths from 
hydrocephalus 	of 	tubereulous 
origin should be definitely as- 
signed 	in 	the 	certificate 	to 
Tub.erculoua m.nlngltts, so 
as 	to 	distinguish 	them 	from 
deaths caused by simple in- 

. 

flammation or other diøes, of 
the brain or its 	membranes. 
Congenital 	hydroc.phalus 
should always be returned as 

.. 

such. 

State primary caus, of condi- 
tion, 	If Tub.rculous menin- 
gitis, so state. 	If not tuberen- 
lotis, 	write 	Hydrocephalus, 

"Hydroccphahis, acsi1......... 

acute (not tubqsculoua). 

See "Op.rahon." 

InfasI,leaeiilenia,....Infant- See "Afrephy." 

If ystereclomy" ............ 

is 	atroshi," 	'Iofentmle 
debility, 	etc. 

"Infantile paralysis ......... This term is sometimes used for 
.paralysi, of infants caused by 

instrumental delivery, etc. The 
importance of the disease in 
its recent endemic and epidemlo 
prevalence in Canada makes the 
elact and unmistakable expire- 
slons Acut, anterior polio- 
nsyslitis or InfantIle paraly- 
•is 	(acute 	anterolr 	polio.. 
myelltis) desirable. 

Of wh&L organ or part of the body? 
Cause? 

"leftate maclion" ............

"Laparotons, .............. See "Operation." 

"MaUgncmat," "MoJinarJ 

. 

Should 	he 	restri'ted 	to 	use 	as 
disease." qua1ifl'.r 	rn xor 	m.eoplaonoi; see 

Tumor. 



Rsa.sosc Wy UMSEBTRABLE, 
UNoaMaBLE Tnu 	AND S000EBrloN FOR MORE 

DEtiNrig f3TATEMENT Or 
'CAijsic OF I)EATa 

te "Atrophy." 

ate clearly whether diphtheritio 
or not1  dci, (10) 

rily three terms should ever be 
used to refort deaths from 
Cerebrospenal fever, syrian-
y's. Meningo-coccus Men-
ingitis, Epidemic cerebro-
spinal meningitis, ,iud they 
houtd be written as above and 

in no other way. It matters 
not in the USC of the former term 
whether or not the disease be 
actually s;,,dcmic in the locality 
A siogle sporadic case should 
be so reported. No one can 
intelligently ciaif such re-
turns as are given in the mar-
gin. Mere terminal or syrup-
tornatie niertiugitis should not 
be entered at all as a cause of 
death; name the disease in 
which it occurred. Tubercu-
bus meningitis should be re-
ported as suth. 

"Malnutrüior" . 

"Mrnbranoiis 14 nQltil.". 

"iI'IemiisfIitiS," •' Cerebral 

"Cerebruepinal snen;nijif is," 
Spinal rneninQitta.' 

'Nuturat causes ............ .This statement eliminates external 
causes, but is otherwise of little 
value. What disease (prob-
ably) caused death? 

"Nephrilis ................ . Was it acute or chronic and, if 
acute, what was the cause? 
Was it puerperal? 

- 

"Nephritis, acute ........... . 1at was the cause of the 
Acute nephrilis?" If it appeared 
as a coniplierition or aequcla of 
some other disease or abnormal 
condition, state nature of the 
same. Was it puerperal? When 
no cause can be ascribed write 
Acute nephritis (cause un-
known). 

• 	Tori often used for deaths of 
•lderlypersooe who succumbed 
t, a definite disease. Name the 

causIng death. 



INTgBNATIO?CAL LIST OF CAUSES OF DEATH 

Rs.&soy Wiiy UNDESIRABLE, 
UNDESIEABLE TIcRM AND S0001':NTION FOR acojeg 

Dariierrc STATEMENT 
tT CASX OF DEATH 

"Operation," "Surgical opesl$- All  these are indeSnite and on- 
on,"",Surgieal 	shock,7' satisfactoi-y—untess 	the 	sur- 

"Amputation," "flystcrJ. eon 	desires his 	work 	to 	be 
lamp," "Laparotorny," e. held 	primarily 	responsible 	for 

the death. 	Name the disease, 
abnormal condition, or form 
of external violence (means 
of dnth 	accidental, suici- 
dal, or homicidal?), for which 
the 	operatiou 	was 	performed 
If death was due to an noes- 
tijetia 	(chloroform, 	ether, 
etc.) state that fact and the 
name of the anesthetic. 

Paralysis," "General pam- The vague use of these terms 
li,sio," 	"Parcois," 	'Gets- thould 	be 	avoided, 	and 	the 
eral paresio," "PaIeij, etc." precise form stated as Acuta 

ascending paralysis, Paraly-  
ala agitana, Bulbar paraly- 
sis, etc. 	\Vrjte General par- 
alysis of the insane in full, 
not omitting any part of the 
name; this is essential for satis- 
factory 	Compilation 	of 	this 
cause. 	Distinguish Paraplegia 
and Hemiptegia; and in the 
latter, when is sequel of Apop- 
lexy or Cerebral hemorrhage, 
report the primary cause. 

Suite definitely whether Mumps 
or not. 

"ParoUditis (parotitis)" ..... 

"Perforatiaa or ruputure of State 	cause 	of 	perforation 	or 
a part." rupture, e.g., 	ulcer, injury by 

automobile, revolver, etc., and 
in case of in]ury, state whether 
accidental, suicidal, or homi- 
cidal, 

"Perilonitia ................ Wli'never the' condition occurs- 
either 	as 	a 	consequence 	of 

. 

Hernia, Perforating ulcer of 
the stomach or bowel (Ty- 
phoid lever)?, Appendicitis, 
or 	Metritis 	(puerperal 	or 
otherwise), 	or else as an ci- 
tension 	of 	morbid 	processes 
from other organs (l'iame the 
disease] 	the 	fact 	should 	be 
mentioned 	in 	the 	certificate. 
Al-says ep.....lv Puerparai peri- 
tonitis 	fre,m 



PHYSiCIANS' POCIET REPEItENCe 

Ressoi'ewijy UneslissatE, 
UNDFBrRABLE Teau 	AND SUGGEarION ron slUng 

L$c:.'lNlrF S'rATlcsrcNT or 
I CausE or DEssa 

aho4iou, miscarriage, or labour 
at trill 	term. 	Always state ii 
due t 	tuberculosis or cancer, 
Wlwill I ran inatic, report meana 
of injury and whether acci- 
dentam, suicidal, or homici- 
daL 

"Pleurisy ................. Sin.,. the Cause. as Lobar pneu- 
monia, Acute rheumatism, 
l'uberculosis, traumarisra. 	II 
due to violei,ce r,tat.r ci: means 
or 	instrument 	of 	injury, 

. 

e.g., 	aut,imn,iliile, 	ccvi her, 	etc., 
and whether accidental, sui- 
cidal, or homicidal. 

"Pneumonia," "Typimsid 'J'ncunmsti" 	without 	qualifies- 
pneumonia." tmoa, i 	indeflrirt.e; 	it should be 

elearly stated ,'itlr'ras Etroncho 
pneumonia or Lobar pneu- 
monia. 	The term Croupous 
pneumonia I.' also eltar. 	The 
term 	"Tjjphaid 	pneumonia" 
should never be employpd, as 
it 	ma',' 	mean 	either 	I,nter,c 
fever typhoid fever with pul- 
monary coniplictioflS, on the 
one hand, or Pneumonia with 
so-called typhoid s i' mptosns On 
the 	other. 	Whet, 	lobarpneu- 
imionia 	or 	hrorseliopneumnoma 
occurs 	in 	tb' 	course 	of 
or following a disease, the pri- 
mary cause should be entered 
first, 	with 	duration, 	and 	the 
labarpocumonia 	or 	broncho- 
pneumonia be entered beneath 
as the contributory cause, with 
duration. 	Do 	not 	report 
"Jlyporilafi'c 	pneueiotii" 	or 
other mere terminal conditions 
as causes of death when the 
disease causing death can be 

certa,ned. 

Pfomamn peisoninq," "Auto 'I'hese terms are used very loosely 
sntox,rah.on," "Toxemia,' and it is impossible to complete 
ele. statistics of value unless greater 

cision 	can 	be 	obtained, 
ey should not be used when 2 rely descriptive of syrnptonms 
conditions 	arising 	iii 	the 

'he 



TN'Itftte/sTIONAL LiSt OF CAUSES OF IEA'IU 

RcasoN wHY UNsiRr.r.e, 
UNDZSIEADLS Tanu AND bLrOOeaTtON ros MORE  

Dcrrirx STATEMENT or CAUSE 
or DEArH 

dleeae causing death should 
alone 	be 	named. 	"Ptomatn 
poisoning" should be restricted 
to 	deaths resulting 	from 	the 
development 	of 	putrefactive 

Iha1oids 	or 	other 
food, and the food should be 
named, as Ptomnin poison- 
ing (mushrooms), eto. 

Pidmonry cnesiian".. . See "Con Qeeion," "FIemc'rrhae." 
"Put monarj, he,norrhaje." 

"Pyetnia .................. See "Seplicemia." 

To what was the "&1pindi" due? 

. 

If of gonorrheal, 'yphiiitie, puor- 
poral, or traumatic origin, state 
the facts as fully as possibly. 

"Saipmgihe ............. ... 

Seroeu ................. Was it Sclerosis of the apinal 
cord, 	or 	General 	arterio- 
sclerosis? 

. 

"Sepdceinsa....Sepaia" Always state cause of this eondi- 
"Septicinfcction," etc. tion 	and, 	if 	localized, 	part 

affected. 	Puerperal? 	'Frau- 
mutic (see p.  13).? 

"Shock" 	(post-operaes).., See "Operation." 

'Specific.. ................ 

"Stricture of the oesophacjus" 

"Suicide.. ................ 

Tabs. ,aesenterica," 
"Tate.." 

The word specific should never be 
used without explication. It 
may signify syp4ilsbc, tubercu-
lees, (Ionorrheext, diphtherilic, etc. 
Name the dlsoas.. 

What was the cause of stricture? 
If due to congenital stenosie, 
cicatricial contraction or tumor 
of oesophagus, to pressure from 
surrounding parts or other dis-
cernible cause, state exact 
nature of same. 

State means employed, e.g., 
drowning, gunshot, etc. 

The use of this term "Tubes muse'!-
terica" to describe tubercu-
bus dieaae of the peritoneum 
or intestines should be diseon-
tmued, as it is frequently used 
to denote various other wasting 
diseases which are not tuber- 



r 
llEsoN WOY UaiiESlLiAIiLi, 

UNDESIR/iBI,E Teat 	an SvooesnoN FOR MORE 
Dviiic iT.iTCMENT or Cause 

CF Dc.vrii 

culous, 	Tuberculous pen- 
tonitis is the better term to 
eniplo when the condition is 
due t tuberele. Tabea dor-
salle ould not be abbreviated 
to ''2 cs.' 

"Teething................ . See 'Dent diem." 

Toxemia . See "Plomain poisoning." 

Tlterciioei . The organ or part of the body 
affected should always be stated, 
as Tuberculosis of the lunge, 
Tuberculosis of the spine, 
Tuberculosis meningitis, 
Acute general miliary tuber-
culosia, etc. 

"Tumor," 
" 
 

New growth.' 
These terms should never be ut,d 

without the qualifying words 
Malignant, Nonmalignant, 
or benign. If riialigiiant, they 
belong under Cancer, and 
should preferably be so report-
ed, or under the loire exact 
terms Carcinoma, Sarcoma, 
etc. in all cases the organ or 
part affected should be Ci)eci 
fled 

Urenna . Name the disease causing death 
i.e. the primary cause, not 
the mere terminal conditions 
or symptoms, and state the 
duration of the primary 
cause 

Uterine /iesnosriaqe .. .......See "!Ieniorruiage." 



INTERNATIONAL LIST OF CAUSES OP DEAf ii 

STATEMENT OF AGE, SEX, RACE 
OCCUPATION AND OTHER 

IMPORTANT DATA. 
The physician's respu.sibility is usually confined to the 

correct statement of the kause of deith, hut be may in some 
instances fill nut the entk  certificate, or he may note errors 
in the statement of p%l'ional part iculars, the correction 
of which will be of service to stati3tical accuracy as well 
as insuring more truthful legal records. hence his 
interest is solicited in the completeness and correctneSs in 
all respects of all certificates passing through his bands, and 
more es-peciallv in the correct statement, of sex, racial origin, 
marital condition, age, occupation, birthplace. 

Racial Origin of decedents furnishes important information 
as to the potential value of the different peoples who take up 
residence in Canada. It is particularly important in con-
nection with statistics of Births and Infant Mortality to know 
to what Bares or Peoples the parentS bclong. It is also 
valuable in determining to what extent environment has 
an influence on birth-rates and Infant Mortality rates. 

Age is of special importance, and as a check on the accuracy 
of the statement, the date of birth is also required. For infants 
under 1 day old state the hours, or even the minutes if less 
than 1 hour old. This is necessary in order that stillbirths 
nifty be distinguished with absolute precision from deaths of 
children born alive. 

Stillbirths should be registered as hth births and deaths. 
They should be compiled, in statistical tables, neither 
as births nor deaths, but separately as stillbirths. A 
tihIborn child is dead at the moment of birth, hence 

no ae whatever, not even one minut,, should be en-
tered under

, 
 the statement of age, but the space may 

be filled with a cipher ("0"). Conversely, if the child 
lived any time whatever, even a single minute, after 
birth "Stillborn" should not be reported as the 
cause of death. 

Precise statement of Occupation is very important, so 
that the relative healthfulness of various pursuits can be known: 
together with any additionaL instructions approved by Pro-
vincial authority, should be carefully followed in this respect, 
and physicians should especially note occupational influences 
affecting the cause of death. 

The statement should include (a) Trade, Profession, or 
particular kind of work ie.g. Spinner) 1  and (b) General 
nature of Industry, Business or Establishment in which 
employed (or employer) whenever the latter is indicattd (e.g. 
Cotton mill), and (c) Name of employer. 

The essential principles of registration, as embodied in 
the Model Bill, may be, summarized:- 
I. Registration of birthi within 24 hours. 
2. RegIstration of clesthe befor, Interment. 
3. Standard Certificates only to be used in making 

returns. 
4. Compulsory Burial or Removal Permits for death. 



PHYSiCiANS' POCKET REFERENCE 

,. An effective check on the accuracy of registration of births 
(by deaths of infants under 1 year, special enumeration, 
and tabulation of newspaper notices). 

6. Efficient Local Registrars. 
7. Sole responsibility f or registering deathg and obtain-

ing Burial or Removal Permit in advance of inter-
ment placed upon undertaker or person diposlng 
of body. 

8. Sole responsibility for registeriug births within the time 
!imits set by law upon the athcnding pbysician  (parent 
in absence on such sttendaii. 

9. A Deputy Registrar General im'trd with full power and 
responsibility to enforce the law in direct connection 
with the Local Registrars. 

10. Prompt monthly returos of the original certificates from 
the Local Registrars to the Deputy Registrar General 
together with an official statement of completeness of 
registration and reoorts of delinquency. 

11. The enforcement of the penalty provided by law. 

THE MODEL BILL AND PRINCIPLES OF REGIS-
TRATION 

The Madel Bill was based upon tested principles of success-
ful registration as worked Out by practical Registration Officials 
in the United States, England, Australia, New Zealand. France 
and the Registrars General of the several co-operating provinces 
of the Dominion. The Draft form of the Bill was prepared 
by the Bureau of Statistics and submitted to a conference, 
which was called in June, lOIS, by the Bureau of Statistics, 
of Health officers and rithir'rs iiitereuted in the production of a 
National Vital Statistic which would meet modern require-
ments, 

The Prvjoces of Nova Scotia aol Prince Edward Island 
enacted into legislation the Model Bill, with only such changes 
as were necessary to meet local conditions. New Brunswick 
in empowered wider its Ile1tti Act to provide the necessary 
machinery for collecting \'ital Statistics by regulations, ap-
proved by Order-in-Council. These regulations brought into 
effect the Loiportant features of the Model Bill. In Ontario, 
Manitoba, Saskateheassu, Alberta and British Columbia, 
where necessary, the existing legislation was amended to 
bring it into conformity with the principles of the Model Bill. 

All of the co-operating Provinces require the returns of 
Births and Deaths to be made upon Standard Certificates 
approved and supplied by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

The most serious defect still obtaining in the legislation of 
some of the Provinces is the length of time allowed to elapse 
between the occurrence of the event whether Births or Deaths, 
and the registration thereof. 

BIRTHS 
There is hardly s relation of life, social, legal, or ec000inic, 

in'wliieh the evidence furnishierl by an accurate registration of 
births may not prove to be of the greatest value, not only to the 
individual, but also to the politic at large. It is not only an 
act of eivilisation to register Birth Certificates, but also good 
business, for they are frequently used in many practical ways:-

I. As evidence to prove the age and legitimacy of heirs. 
2. As proof of age to determine the validity of a contract 

,'ntererl into by an alleged minor; 
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3. A. evidence to establish age and proof of citizenship 
and descent, in order to vote; 

4. As evidence to establish the right of admission to the 
professions and to many public office.; 

il. As evidence of legal age to marry; 
6. As evidence to prove the claims of widow, and orphans 

under the Mother.' Pension Law. 
7. A. evidence to deteriyiine the liability of parents for 

the ,loi,ts of a mnor; 
8. As evidence in the(adcninistration of estates, the 

the settlement of insurance and pensions; 
0. A. evidence to prove the irresponsibility of children 

under 7 years of age for crime and misdemeanor, 
and various other matters in the criminal code; 

10. As evidence in the enforcement of laws relating to 
education and to child labour; 

11. As evidence to determine the relations of guardlane 
and wards; 

12. As proof of citizenship In order to obtain a psssporti 
13. A. evidenc, in the claim for exemption from or the 

right to jury and militia service. 

DEATHS 

Human life is sacred. When a human being panes out 
from our lfr. it is important that an immediate record he 
made of all the essential details of the event—an Immediate 
record—hiwauve it is well established by years of experienc 
that an accurate record in all casea can not or will not be u,ade 
unless the law requires it to he made at once. Such a record 
should anclud, the faeLR relating to the exact time and place 
of death, the fi;hl name, age, sex, racial origin, civil condition 
occi;;i:itirin, piace of birth, and other details relating to the 
individual, and alto a very inipiirtnat reqiiiren;cnt, a state-
ment by the attendIng physician, or by the health 
officer or coroner, of the cause of death. Tliae facts 
may be of the greateel iogai and social iniporlance. 

1. Certificates of death, or certified copies, are con-
stantly required in courts and elsewhere to estab-
lish necessary facts; 

2. Pensions or life insurance may depend on proper 
rvidence of the fact and of cause of death; 

3. Titles and rights to inheritance may be jeopardized 
by the failure of records; 

4. Deaths should be registered that public health 
agencies—National, Provincial, and municipsl 
may knew the causes of death and act promptly 
to prevent epidemics; 

a. Deaths should be registered promptly that the 
success or fnilure of all measures attempted in 
the prevention of disease may be accurately 
determined; 

6 Deaths should be registered that individual cities 
and localities may learn their own health con-
ditions by comparison with the health conditions 
of other communities and determine thereby the 
wise course of public health activity. 
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