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FINALLY REVISED STATISTICS OF THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF CANADA DURING 1939,

According to finally revised data issued by the Dominion Buresu of Statistics, Ottawa, the
Canadlen mineral production in 1939 totalled $474,607,059 compared with a corresponding total of
$441,823,287 in the preceding year. Thls represents an increase of 7.4 per cent and reflects the almost
general expansion in production and new development recently experienced throughout the entire industry.
The velue of the 19%9 outrut was the highest ever recorded in the history of Canadian mining. Distinct
increases over 1958 were realized by all the major divisions of the industry. The value of metals and
metallic ores smowunted to $343,506,123 as compared with $323,075,154 in 1938. Coal, petroleum and other
fuels totalled $70,671,328 ageinst $64,803,794; esbestos, gypsum and other industrial minerals were valued
at £25,1761,849, an increase of $4,995,726, while clay products, cement, stone and other structural
materials increased from $73,878,666 in 1938 to a total of $35,362,759.

In order of the value of thelr production, Ontario, (uebec and British Columbia were the lead-
ing mineral producing provinces in 1939. The values of these particular outputs were, respectively,
$222,519,948; $77,785,998 and $65,216,745. Production in Nova Scotia tot:lled $30,746,200; Alberta,
$50,691,617; Manitoba $17,137,330; Saskatchewan, $8,794,090; Yukon, $4,961,321; New Brunswick, $3,929,433
and Northwest Territories, $3,248,777.

Outstanding contributors of mlneral wealth in the Dominion during 1939 were the gold mines and
base metal mines. Canadian gold production during the year umder review reached an all-time high peak of
5,094,379 fine ounces valued at $184,115,951. The great and rapid increase in gold production and 1ts
relatively great economic importance both to the mining industry as a whole and to the nation is emphasized
in a comparlson of its 1939 value with the value of Canada's entire mineral output in 192%, which totalled
$184,297,242 in that particular year.

Based on preliminary statistics of world production, Canada probably ranked second as a gold
produeing country in 1939. High production records in base metals were established in 1939 for copper,
nickel and zine, the combined values of which aggregated $111,855,164. Lead output at 388,569,550 pounds
and $12,313,768 represented a decrease from the preceding year's production of 418,927,660 pounds at
$14,008,941. In 1939, for the first time in several years, the commercial production of iron ore was
reported; this came from the New Helen mine in the Michipicoten district of Ontario. Other interesting
developments in the metal mining industries included the production of tungsten concentrates in British
Columbia and the opening up of an important mercury deposit at Pinchi Lake in the same province.

The fuel industries were featured in 1939 by a continued and important increase in the pro-
duction of vetroleum chiefly from Alberta wells. Coal production increased 8.7 per cent over the 1938 out-
nut, Increases were recorded in all coal producing provinces excepting Saskatchewan and Manitoba,

Natural gas output was a record. The total value of all fuels rroduced amounted to $70,671,328, an in-
creagse of 9.1 per cent when compared with the preceding year.

Among the more important industrisal minerals, asbestos production marked an increase of 25.8
per cent over 1938; output totalled 364,472 tons valued at $15,859,212. Other outstanding minerels in
this groun showing increases included gypsum, mica, sulphur cnd sodium sulphate. Brick and other clay
products were appraised at $5,151,°36, an encoursging increase from $4,536,084 in 1938. Other structursl
materiels to show increases over the preceding year were cement, stone and lime.

An outstending event in Canada's Mining History was an agreement made in 1939 by the large base
metel producers and the Imperial Government by which the vroducers were to supply the Imperial Government
with copper, lead and zinc at prices which prevalled shortly before the outbreak of the war. Canada can
now furnish large guantities of these metals in the refined form, whereas in 1914 no reflned copper,
nickel or zinc and only a comparatively small amownt of refined lead were produced in this country.
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FINALLY REVISED FIGURES ON THE MINERAL
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PRODUCTION OF CANADA, BY PROVINCES, 1939.
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(x) Sulphur content of pyrites shipped and estimated sulphur contained in sulpburic acid and elemental

sulphur made from waste smelter gases.

(£) Includes some talc.

(a) Data not availahle for publication.



PRCDUCTION OF CANADA, BY PROVINCES, 1939.
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{ continued)
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(b) Quantity shipped in 1939 totalled 30,766 tons.

(c) Quantity shipped in 1939 totalled 5,097 tons.

(d) Ground mica schist produced in British Columbia is not included in this total,
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CLAY PRODUCTS AND OTHER
STRUCTURAL MATERIALS
Clay Products '
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PRODUCTION OF CANADA, BY PROVINCES, 1939. (continued)

Sagkat— British Northwest
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Nova New
Scotia Brunawick Quebec Ontario
CLAY PRODUCTS AND OTHER
STRUCTURAL MATERIALS - concluded

Other Structural Materials
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# Includes relatively large quantities used as a chemical.



PRODUCTION OF CANADA, BY PROVINCES, 1939. (concluded)
' Saskat- British Northwest
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174 — o 101,214 ok age 1,102, 395
5,544 g 3 120,404 SR rale 2,119,501
55,969 . 2,848 205,045 B 4,149,589
80,404 Xk 8,166 200,842 500 O 5, 815551
St obh 5 e ol L 14,124
n, & g 800 iy Bl oy 200,054
. 15d 1856 6,460 ele - A 176,265
5,314 9,060 511,830
TN ik & 419 vee N, 1,149
5,428 6,760
56,1453 el 3,048 13,138 Glele yela 5,445,522
85,948 I 3 14,280 535,734 s e 6,455,696
1,567,905 408,199 1,486,374 1,925,681 . - 50,211, 525
17,137,930 8,794,090 20,691,617 65,216,745 3,248,777 4,961,321 474,602,059
17,173,002 7,782,847 28,966,272 64,549,130 568,618 x . 3,959,570 441,823,257

% Not ircluding value of radium and uranium.
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