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FARM FAMILY LIVING COS75, 1939.

Farm family living costs averaged lower in 1939 than in 1938, although food
prices mounted appreciably in the final quarter. On the base 1926w100, spring and fall
indexes for 1939 were 82.2 and 81.9 respectively, as compared with a 1938 index of gh.o.
A monthly index of retail prices for foods purchas:d by farm families remained between
limits of 71,0 and 72.3 bVetween Janusry and Scptcadber. By December, however, it had
risen to 77.9.

Farm family cost of living indexes of 82.2 and 81.9 in the spring and fall of
1939 compared closely with correspording urban cost of living indexes of 83.1 and 83.0,
but wers materially abtove comperesble wholesale price indexes of 65.5 and 58.4 for Canadian
Farm Products.

Regional indexes of 81.7 and 81.5 fcr farn living costs in Western Canada
differed by less than 1,0 from Eastern Canade regional indexes of 82,6 and 82.2 for the
spring anc fall periods of 1939. The regional comparison was close for indexes of all
the principal living budget groups except fuel. Fuel price indexes were affected by the
differont kinds of fuel typical of Eastern and Wostern areas.

Movements in retail prices of staple foods purchased by farm famlilies were un-
usually narrow during the first three quarters of 1939. From September to November,
advances werc general, although moderate doclines wera recorded for December. The net
rise for the year approximated 9 p.c. The Scptember-November rise in Eastern (anada was
8lightly sharper than in the West, although the November food index of 79.6 for the West
was still above the corresponding Zestern index of 78,4, A comparable index of urban
rotail food nrices for November was 80,5,

Rising prices for basic textiles and leather came too late to influence fall
clothing prices, Indexes of 74,2 for the Eas%t and 73.0 for the West were lower than for
the preceding two years. So also was an urban clothing index of 72.b.

Fuel price indexes for the fall of 1939 were also low in comparison with those
for 1938 and 1937 in Eastern Canada, but the Westsrn index moved slightly higher, The
declining tendercy in Western fuel prices during ithe past fifteen ycars has been more
marked than in the East as indicated by the Western fall index of 76.7 and one of 82.7
for the East. The corresponding urban index was £3.7.

Retail prices of household furnishings and supplies moved slightly lower in
1939. Fall indexes of 93.0 for the East and 93.9 for the West compared with correspond-
ing 1938 indexes of Q4.1 for both East and West,

Table 1. - Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Living Costs and Related Series, 1913-1939.

(1976200)
; Canadian Farm Living Costs - Canadian zgg%::aﬁg
Year Eastern | Western Dorainion Urban Canadian
Canada Canada Average Living Farm
! = ads Costs Products
T et 63. 69,4 66.0 65.4 64,1
1328 -y A e § 1u3,5 5.4 1445 12k, 2 160.6
T 100.0 1009 100.0 100.0 100.0
B o s oo 99.0 99.5 99,2 98.4 102.1
I ... s .. RS 97.9 98.i+ 98.1 98.9 100.7
Bk 11~ » 5 s 97.9 96.4 97.; 99.9 100.8
1930 eovecerennns 94,7 93.7 94,3 99.¢ 82.3
19§1 R 26,4 6.3 26,04 82.6 6.3
- 81.0 80.3 81.0 81,3 8.1
SRSt 79.5 79.3 79.4 77.2 51.0
193 'Aoo.o-etl-o 8101 8007 8009 780 29.0
- ST 81,4 80,3 Sl TS+l 3.3
T - 81,7 €2.9 gl 80,8 69,
YR T T 8h4.0 8loh 8&.1 8l.1
1938 oo ceneanecns suag 83, gh.0 gh.o 23.6
193 S ring e o v e i 820 81 ? 8202 8301 5.
2 r§11 Bt iwr - 4« NLE 81.5 81.9 83,0 58.2
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T=ble 2. - Index NumSers of Caradian %.:i'’X Food Frices, 1913-1939.

(1926=200
Food Retall Price Index Numbers - Dominion
Urban Retail
Year Eastern Western Dominion Food Price
Canada. : Canada Average Index
arm Families |F. .n Families |Jor Farm Families

SRR T y 58.5 75.6 1.3 66.2
AR N 163,0 1603 161.9 141.1
B o7 a8 s e 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
N . ol S, 99,6 QL7 100, 4 98.1
" AR e Ll bt il b 99.7 102,0 100.6 98,6
|, R e S 101.0 100,2 1007 101,0
TR . o207 e e 95,2 93.8 g4, 6 98.6
B s s e B 750 746 4.8 Wl
L IERRAR T T 64,7 66,6 65.5 6l4.3
S M & i e < 65.9 €9.2 67.2 63.7
RN ;.5 B o ¥ s, 70.6 13,0 7246 69.4
C 1 T IL r 70.9 73.1 71.8 70.4
ey e 71.0 73.6 rii Ao 73.4
o~ TSR T 84 21.0 79.3 17.3
=, . i modkivepth'e 4Ty .0 79.0 77.8 78.0
1939 Jenuary coee.ocse. 3 70.3 72.0 1.4 73.2
Febru.ary Cevesesae 71:7 7301 72.3 7 05
el . ot 71.0 73.2 71.9 7.5
P - Sl s i 72.8 ™. 7 4.5
Sl N . 70,5 72.8 71.4 4.6
. o nemsin s 70.5 7682 r- TH4.3
dRly 5 sws Bl o ¢ 70.2 §2:1 1.0 72.1
IR s sxdeys ... Foub ja. 1 k.2 4.9
September ........ 70.2 72,5 71.1 4.2
A R e 77,6 78.5 78.0 79,8
Novamber o.eeeeoss 78,4 79.5 78.8 80.5

Docember ....ove o 774 78.6 77-9

Table 3. - Index Numbers of Cansdieu Retail Clothing Prices, 1913-1939G.

(1926=100)
Retail Price Indexes of Jloihimg Jor - Dominion
Year ; Urban
Eastern Western Dominion Clothing
‘ana

Farg?%%gﬁlies Farm %g%i%?es for Féggegggglies Index
B s 005 5 el s Sims 649 62,2 63.8 63.3
B o v 0.3 s AT oty 157.1 1673 161.2 B3, &
R A2 e e ¢ 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0

R AR et e oo 97.0 9607 96,9 97,

IS e -l dais . 5 2 93.0 93,2 93.1 97.
Bt AT 91,7 89.6 90.9 96.9
RS Y g€.8 87.5 87.1 93.9
B o 4 79.4 gl 80.2 g2.2
B & S R i Th.1 75.4 4.6 72.3
DR & e e e e o 71,2 704 70.9 67.1
AN T 8k 71.9 T80 69.7
e 7.4 70.9 71.8 69.9
- ETENEREAS 73.0 70.9 12,2 70,5
B 5 005 e s oo o o o ’ 759 71,2 7502 T
VSRS 7205 73.1 4.5 73.3
HTCICIEET, Tk 7 S AP - T4.5 Tl 73.9 72.8
e e 4.2 13.2 3.7 72.6
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Table 4. - Index Numte:s of Caradian sosail ¥ael Prices, 19131039,

1976=100) S
Fvel Retail Price Index Numbers - Dominion
Year Eastern ' Western Dominion Urban Fusl
% Fa:(}%n %g:?{ilies Farmcr@‘gr%ﬁies for Fggr%r%gzgilies .
R Y- e s =1 52.2 80,2 63,4 65.8
R0 ..o e T AT, 11248 122.2 116.2 102.6
}926 &l PN WD T A 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0
B .- 4-isiainshs il . 99,3 98.4 98.9 97.9
- PR 99,1 97.9 92.6 96,8
B .. i tooWiatube : 98, k4 93.3 96.4 96,
PO o e S s o I 96.8 80,6 g4.3 9297
B ... cnlOINCS. : 95,6 88.G 92.6 94,2
SN . A lse: 3 ites - 92,2 81.7 £8.0 gl b4
193} £ 2% YL 4y seee Se v 86.)? 76(\8 820)4' 8707
L SRS bedas 86,2 76.3 g2,2 87.7
R TV § e gh.9 =T %1.6 86.8
ST TS 83.9 75 & ; 30.7 85.4
_ S TR e - 83.5 ' [ 80,3 gt.9
B = - At s 83,3 : 76, , 20.5 85.2
WO STRALE . 03 et 83.5 | 71-0 ; 80.9 85.1
TAEE B S 82.7 : 76.7 | 80.3 P
Table 5. - Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Household Equipmeat Reiail Prices, 1913-193G.
(1926=100)
Yeap = Eastern Carada %estern Canada Dominion Average
LT SRS I ST e 65,1 63.0 64,3
O 2ui:l Sihng i e 139.7 15641 138,3
T SR A P 100.0 100.0 100.0
BT .. s = Tt 96,7 98,8 97.5
., PSR = bl g7.2 97, 97.3
B e M 975 g6, L 97.1
N ;.75 23 Pty s 96,1 56,0 96.1
BRI, .. 5 b s SR 91.3 92.8 91.9
DS, 5 o sy 10 S b 0.9 G1.5 a3
L, PR AL WY 87.4 £8.6 27.9
R P m hhy 89.4 904 89.8
[ S B 88.9 90,9 89.7
DN o ois o <pe s = I 90.9 SR T 91,2
e o S Ve RIETath e 96.3 953 93n9
B 5 oot ke wnd g4.1 94,1 4,1
1939 SPring coscesese 94,0 94,2 gk, 1
o GRS 93.0 97,9 93,4
Table 6. - Index Numbers of Canadian Farm Family Heelth Maintcnance Costs, 1913-1938.
(192-=100)
Year Eastern Canacda Western Caimde Dominion Average
R . . 56.0 £9,1 57.2
R . i sl Jomal ) 83.8 £9.3 86,2
B« 5y o s 100-0 100.0 : 100.0
BT . Sk 100,0 99,7 99.9
B .l Vg 101.6 100. U WL
1 PR i 102.3 100.6 101.6
B A 2eie o5 o T 101.6 99.8 100.9
R e I 99.4 97.3 98,6
B i s Lo | D o gl ot 91.8 93,4
MY 5 va vt oo en BT PYe 01,6 89,1 90,6
B o B iy it ey . 90.5 87.3 89.2
BT % . e e iy ol . 91.8 88.€ 90.5
BREG - Lo ar AR wod 92,0 €8.5 90.6
BT + o 350 8 ogishole W 2 92,6 683 9i.1
IRERE - hrs < o 2 Folgdis oo s 93.0 £9,0 91,4
1939-‘.."."......... ’ '

X Tndexes .computed. annually. Data not ;;t available.
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Table 7. - Index Numbers of Miscellaneous Farm living Costs, 1926-1938

(1926-100)
Year Fastern Cznada VWestern Canada g Dominion Average
T T S S - 100.0 100.0 100.0
R T 100.8 100.7 100.8
R ;.o T bR e 99.2 99.1 99.2
B . L e s B B 99.1 99.0 99.1
WIBE st L TR e A TP¢ « o 98.9 98.9 98.9
DR el s o N— 99.1 98.9 99.0
BN ol b e o = 97.0 96.8 96.9
SR R | 96,8 96.6 96.7
oS+ o ane it~ ' 96.5 96.3 96.4
1935 evercenniernninnnns 97.6 97.6 97.6
T e e R, T »- 98.1 98.1 98.1
R itk it oS it 98.0 98.1 98.0
B e e o 99.0 98.7 ! 98.9

i

|

X Indexes computed annually. Data not yet available.
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