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FARM FAMILY LIVING CS3, 1939. 

Parm fanti:Iy living costs averaged lowor in 1939 than in 1938,  although food 
prices mounted appreciably in the final quarter. On the base 1926.lOO, spring and fall 
indexes for 1939 were 82.2 and 81.9 respectively, as compared with a 1938 index of 811.0. 
A monthly index of retail prices for foods purchas.d by farm families remained between 
limits of 71.0 and 72.3 between January and kpte:ber. By December, however, it had, 
risen to 77.9 ,  

Farm family cost of living in lexes of 82.2 and 81.9 in the spring and fall of 
1939 compared closely with correspor..ding urban cost of living indexes of 83.1 and $3.0, 
but were natriai1y above comparable wholesalo p:"Lce indexes of 65.5 and 5$.4 for Canadian 
Farm products. 

Regional indexes of 81.7 and 81.5 fcr farm living costs in Western Canada 
differed by loss than 1.0 from Eastern Canada regional indexes of 82.6 and 82.2 for the 
spring and fall periods of 1939.  The regional comparison was close for indexes of all 
the principal living budget groups except fuel. Fuel price indexes were affected by the 
different kinds of fuel typical of Eastern and Wostern areas, 

Movements in ret&il prices of stapin foods purchased by farm families were un-
usually narrow during the first three quarters of 1939. From September to November, 
advances were general, although mozierate declines wer3 recorded for December. The net 
rise for the year approximated 9 p.c. The September-November rise in Eastern Canada was 
slightly sharper than in the West, although the November food index of 79.6 for the West 
was still above the corresponding Eastern index of 73,14.  A comparable index of urban 
retail food ricos for November was 30.5. 

Rising prices for basic textiles and leather came too late to influence fall 
clothing prices, indexes of 7402 for the East and 73,0 for the West were lower than for 
the preceding two years. So also was an urban clrthing index of 72.6. 

ue1 price indexes for the fall of 1939 were also low in comparison with those 
for 1938 and 1937 in Eastern Canada, but the Western index moved slightly higher. The 
declining tend.or.y in Western fuel prices during ;he past fifteen years has been more 
marked than in the East as indicated by the Westcr.i fall index of 76.7 and one of 82.7 
for the East. The corresponding urban index was 83.7. 

Retail prices of household furnishings and supplies moved slightly lower in 
1939- Fall tndcxes of 93.0  for the East and 93.9 for the West compared with correspond-
ing 1938 indexes of 914.1 for both East and West. 

Table 1. - Indox Nu..mbers of Canadian Farm Living Costs and Related Series, 1913-1939. 
(197 6 100)  

Year 
Canadian Farm Livii Costs - 

Dominion 
Canadian 
Urban Eastern Western 

Canada Canada Average Living 

69.11 66.0 

Costs 

1913 	.......... 63.7 6 4  
124.2 1920 	........... 143.9 1145,14 1414O 

1926 	......... 100.0 10000 100,0 100.0 
99.0 99. 99,2 98.11 

1928 	....... 97.9 98.4 98.1 93.9 
1927 	............. 

1929 	........ 97.9 96.4 
94':~, 

9q.9 
1930 	........... 
1931 	............. 

914,7 
86.11 

93.7 
36.3 

99.2 
39.6 

1932 	....... 81.0 30.9 81.0 81.3 
193
193L+ 	, 

79.5 
81.1 

79.3 
80. 

79.14 
80.9 

77.  
78.  

193 	......... 81)4 80 . 1.2 79.1 
193 b 	........... 81,7 33,9 80.8 
1937 8)4.9 814.0 81tO5 
193$ 	............. 314.5 83.. 31400 
1939 Spring 8206 8l7 82.2 83.1 

Fall 	,....., 82,2 81.5  1.9 83. 0  

ynoi esaie 
Prices of 
Canadian 

Farm 
Products 

6)4.i 
160.6 
100.0 
102.1 
100.7 
100.8 
82.3 
6.3 

• 1 
51.0 
9 .0 

b3. 
69, 
87.1 
73,6 
65. 
58. 
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'ib1e 2. - Index Nuios_of canadian 	.'Food_Prices, 19 13-1 . 
(l92GCJ0; 

• n.. : 

Year 

a 	 flaflnnran 

Food Retail lrice Index Nwnbers - Dominion 
Urban Retail 
Food Price Eastern Western Dominion 

Canada Canada Average Index 
rarm Families f 	..ifl Families for Farm Families  

1913 	................ 68.5 75.6 1.3 66.2 
163,0 160.3 161.9 1111.1 1920 	................... 
100.0 10060 10090 100.0 
99.6 131.7 100. 11. 98.1 

1926 	................... 

99 , 7 102.0 ioo.6 98.6 
1927 	..................... 

101.0 100,2 100.7 10110 
1928 	.............. 

1930 	.............. 95,2 93e8 94.6 98,6 
1929 	.................... 

1931 	................. 75.0 7)4G6 7)4•g 77.3 
66.6 65.5 611.3 

65.9 E9.2 67.2 63.7 
1932 	................. 

19311 	......... 70.6 73.0 71.6 69.4 
1933 	.................... 

1935 	................. 70.9 73,1 71.8 70.11 
7..0 13.6 72,0 73)4 19) 6 	. .................. 

1937 	................... 78.,1 81.0 79.3 77,3 
193 	.............. 77.0 79.0 77.8 78.0 
1939 January ......... 703 73.0 71.4 7.2 

February 717 73.1 72,3 7L+.5 
March. 	............ 7L0 73.2 71.9 74.5 
April 	........... 71.0 72.8 71.7 74,5 
May 	............ 

. 

70.5 72.8 71)4 714.6 
Ju 	............ 705 72 0 1 71.1 714.3 
July 	............ 70,2 72.1 71,0 7.1 

70,6 721 71.2 7)4,9 
Septerber 70.2 72.5 71.1 7)4.2 

77.6 78.5 78.0 79.8 October ...........
November 78)4 79.5 78.8 80.5 
December 	.......,, 77,14 78.6 77 , 9 

Table 3. - Index Numb€rs of Candini Icti1 Clothing Prices, 1913-1939. 
(19=100) 

ctai1 Price Indexes of 	:' -- 	Dominion 
Year 	 Urban 

Eastern 	Western 	Dominion 	Clothing  
Ca3.ad. 	

'
a 	Canada 	Average 	Index Farm .Iamilies 	Farm 1ami1ies 	or Farm Fami1ie  

1920 	................ 	157.1 	167.3 	161.2 	153.2 
1926 	.............. 	1000 	10000 	100.0 	100.0 

1927 	.......• 	97.0 	96.7 	96.9 	97. 
192 	........... 	93.0 	93.2 	93.1 	97. 

1913 	....................6)4.9 	62,2 	63.8 	63.3 

1930 	...................86..8 	87.5 	87.1 	93.9 
193] 	 [9)4 	81)4 	80.2 	82.2 
1932 	................ 	7)4.]. 	75.4 	74.6 	72.3 

193 	............ 	712 	70)4 	70.9 	67.1 

1929 ...................91..7 	89.6 	90.9 	96.9 

l93i 	.... ......• 	•.• 	72.1 	71.9 	72.0 	69.7 
7)4 	709 	71.8 	69.9 

73.0 	70.9 	722 	70.5 
1937 	.................. 	75,9 	4.2 	75.2 	72.7 
1938. ...... 7.5 	73.1 	74,5 	73,3 
1939 	....... 	7)4.5 	72.9 	73.9 	72.8 

Fal)...............7)4.2 	73.0 	73.7 	72,6 
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iastern western 
Canada 	Canaçia 
rm Families Farn Families 

Year 

es tern Caxde. 

59.1 

100.0 
99 0 7 

100 . 1.1. 
ioo,6 
99.8 
97.3 
91. 

9. 1 
87.3 
886 
8.5 

681.3 
89,0 

Dominion Average 

57.2 
86,2 

100.0 
99.9 

101.1 
10106 
100,9 
9806 
93.14 
90.6 
89.2 
90.5 
90.6 
91.1 
91.14 

Table 4. - Index Numlers of Canadianoa. 11prces  
(19lo0) 

Ft.el Retail Price Index Nuibers - 

LJSJ ) 0.. 

122 
100.0 
98.4 
97.9 
93 0 3 
90. 6 
88.0 
31, 7 
76 ry  

,0 

76.3  
76.7 
15.8 
75 0  
76. 
77.0 
76.7 

--, 

1920 
1Q1 - - - ------------- - --R22 0 	............. 0 

............... fl2.2 
1926 ............ 100.0 
1927 993 
1928 ............ 99.1 
1929 9g 14 
1933 

• 	............ . 

............... 96.8 
1931 

.................. 

............... 95,6 
1332 .......... 9,2 
193(3 ) 	• 5t, 2 
19314 .......... ., g6.2 
1935 .................. 84.9 
1936 ...........,.,.• 39 
1937 ,. 	............. 

193 ................. 83.3 
193) Spring 83.5 

Fail 	, .......... 82,7 

j) OJfl].fl]. On 
Aver for Farm Mille 

63.4 
116.2 
100.0 
98.9 
99 ,  6 
96)4 
94.3 
92,6 

8.2 
41.6 

0. 5 
S0...9 
80,3 

Doraini on 
Urban Fuel 

Index 

65,8 
102.6 
100.0 
97.9 
96. 
96. 
9 07 
914.2 
91. 4 
S77 
97.7 

86. 
814.9 
85.2 
85.1 
83.7 

Table 5. - nciex Numbers of Gaadian Farm 	 1913-1939. 

Year Eastern C.nada 'estern Canada 	D3minion Average 

1913 	................ 65.1 63.0 614.3 
1920 	............... 139.7 136i 138.3 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
967 95.8 97.5 

199 	................ 972 97 9703 

1926 	................. 

97.5 96, h 9701 
96.0 96.1 

1927 	................. 

1931 	................ 91.3 92.8 91.9 
1932 90..9 91.5 91.]. 

1929 	................. . 
1930 	................. 96,1 

87.4 ;8.6 7 , 9 
1934 	. . . 	• • 	• • 	• • • 89. 14  90.14 89 . S 
193 	................. 

1935 	................ 88.9 909 89,7 
1936 	.. .......0•••00 90.9 91.7 91 0 2 
1937 	................ 96.3 95.3 9 0 9 
1938 	............... 914.1 914.1 914.1 
1939 Spring ..., 914.0 9142 914.1 

93.0 _2_______ 

Table 6. Index Numbers_of CadinFarmL 	ehMaintnanceCots.193•- 1938. 

year 	 Eastern Canada 

56.0 1913 	................. 
1920 	• ................ 83.8 

100.0 1926 	.................. 
1927 	............... 100.0 
1928 	................ 101.6 

101.6 
1929 	.................102.3 

1931 	...... it ....... 99.14 
1930 	.............. 

1932 	• 	. • . • 	. . . . 	. , 914.14 
1933 	................ 91.6 
19314 	................ 90,5 
1935 	. . . 	. ........... 91.8 
1936 	.. .............. 920 
1937 	. . 	........ . . . . 92.6 
1938 	............... 93.0 
1939x. ......... 

X In1exes compute& annually. Data not yet available. 
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; 	Table 7. - Index Numbers of Miqce1laneou 'arm Living Costa, 1926- 1935 
(1926-100) 

Year 	 eastern Ce.nada 	Western Canada 	Dominion Average 

1926 	............... 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1927 	........... 100.8 100.7 100.8 
1925 	.............. 99.2 99.1 99.2 
1929 	...... 99.1 99.0 99.1 
1930 	................. 98.9 98.9 98.9 
1931 	........ 99.1 98.9 99.0 
1932 	............... . . 97.0 96.8 96.9 
1933 	................... 96.8 96.6 96.7 
193 4  96.5 96,3 96, 14 
1935 	........... 97.6 97.6 	1 97.6 
193 	. ........ , 98.]. 98.]. 98.1  
1937 	. . . . 	 . . . . . . . . 	 . . . 9g.0 98. 3. 98 .0 
1 98 	. . . . 	........... . 99.0 98.7 98.9 1939X 

X Indexes computed annually. Data not yet available. 



• 	• • . 17 

'-I- 	 - 

- •• - v'.' . • - --'. 	. Or  
 

• 

- 
.k 	.- . 	•, 

-.-- •-.'-• 	
- 

- 	. 	. 	•.:... 	. 	_ 

5 -... ,,. 	 - 	• .. 

- 	- - -, 	 -:- - - 

	

- ...•. ....-.- 	r- - - 	I,__ - 	. 	-. — . - - — . - - •— -'.5. . . •_5•_, • . 	 • 	 • 	• - 

	

- 	. 	•_J 	. 

• 	 _h'..•• 	-. 	- 

	

1-  .;.z. -- 	 :.:. 	-• 

---=- 	r - r. 
-..... 

pw - 	 -.. - - 

- - I  

...j; 	 - 
-,• -.--- 	.. .. 	

- •:.r'- 

- 	. 	
. • ____ 

-'c  
. .,_v.,-.  w- 

•—: -. 	- 	. • 	- ... 
• 	- .•-• 	)_• • 	. . 	 ._ 4 . 	. 	- fr 	., - - 

	

p .,.. 	..:.. 

-..-' 	 • 	. - 	!i 	•,, 
- 	 - 	.:, 	-. 	 ..... 	 .••. 

:.;- 	. 	.rj 
— 	 — k-- 	 : 

	

b •. 	-. 	•.• -' 	 i.' . 	 . . - 	. 	 ' d- 	 - 	. • 	 . 	 . -- 	 i—v—;- . - . '. - 	- 	. 	 - 	. 	. I. 	- • - 	- ..L. 	. — 	 4 . 	- ... 	- . 	 —•. 	. 	• - 	_.... _, 	._, 	. 	.,... .i.. 	. 	 • ... -. 	A.. 	... - 

-.. 

	

_______ 	•--- 

..;.• 

	

-S .. .. 	• -. 

oo 

 

-Th 
-.. ..;. 	. 	 . .. 	- 

orr-1 	w;e'• - 	-.4 - . 

-st; .• 	 .' :' 

jl 	-.-4- 
- 

:. 	V' 	r 	 .• 

— 	 i- Ile 
- 

ow 


