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PREFACE

A record of expenditures from 1,692 farm families weas
secured for 1938 which provides a general basis of comparison between
farm and urban family living expenditures. The form used to secure
these data was patteru:¢” after the schedule employed in the 1937-8
survey of urban wage-earner families. Preliminary bulletins on the
urban survey have already been published,

The data in this bulletin have been collected by the
Agricultural Branch, co-operating with the Internal Trade Branch of
the Bureau. The text and tables were prepared by D. L. Ralston, B.A.,

under the direction of E. F. Greenway, M.A.

R. E. COATS,
DOMINION STATISTICIAN.
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Published by Authority of the Eza. W. D. Euler, M.P.,
Minister of Trade and Commerce

LOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS - CANADA
DEPARTMENT COF TRADE AND COMMERCE

CANADIAN FAPM FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES, 1938

INTRODUCTCRY

This bulletin contairs preliminary results of a survey of Canadian farm family
living expenditures in 1938. Complete records of living outlay were collected from
1,692 farm families on the Dominion Bureau of Statistics' list of farm crop correspond-
ents, The records were more detailed than those returned for a similar survey for the
calendar year 1934. Mechanical tabulation of the 1938 data has made possible a number
of cross classifications of expenditure to be released at a later date. Average family
living expenditures for the principal budget groups have been computed by provinces
according to number of persons per family, the esmount of living expenditure per person,
the amount of living expenditure per family, the size of the farm, the amount of farm
operating costs, and the %ype of tenure in the ¢ase of Prairie records.

The distribution and size of families contributing records may be observed
from Table 1 which also shows the average number of persons per farm household according
to the 1931 census. From this comparison it would appear that the survey families were
slightly above average in gize.

Table 1. - Distribution and Composition of Farm Survey Familias, 1938.

R T T Y

i Average Number of | Average Number | Average Number

NumEer i Persons | of Persons ' of Children
Aren of |  per Femily | _over 18 18 and under
paothed b desy |  1ess | (1988 Survey)
: t Census | Survey!
i ,-T.._g..-_.——.-..‘.r.- T . —— - ———
Maritime Provinces .....: 58 | 50 | 5.2 3.6 1.6
Quebec ao...a-..-on..o-ol 208 b 6;1 706 4‘01 395
CRIMG o.ociss asovneoens] 266 4.5 4.8 { 8.5 1.3
Mﬁ.nitoOba ..ll.!.oloolooag 347 [ 5e1 5.1 3.4 la?
Saskatchewan ...........| 525 | 4,7 5.2 . | 3.5 ‘ 8.7
A.lbe!‘ta .-on-c--..oo--o-' 274 403 500 I 3-4 ’ 106
Baal Columbia i), seve| 14 4.0 3.8 -l_ 2.6 i 1.2
= e - ;
DEMENION o..ccoas5s00:| 1,692 4.9 Gl | 3.5 i 1.8

i 8 a e W RS A— g > e - — st

SUMWARY OF 1938 FARM FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES

Annual living expendlturss for 1,682 families operating farms in all prov-
inces of the Dominion averagzed $763 during iS38. Almost two-thirds of these families
spent less than $800 for living requirements and cnly 20 per cent spent over $1,000.

Cash outlay for focd and clothing forized the principal tudget items, and
together comprised nearly 40 per ceat of the total living expenditure. The food per-
centage of 19.4 was low in comparison with urbzn standards because of the large propor-
tion of foods furnisbed from the farm. Other necessities, namely, siaelter, fuel, and
light, accounted for almost 17 per cen’t, while 9 per cent went fcr furaniture and furnish-
ings. Fealth care averagel almost € per cent of the total expenditure, and represented
a cash amount for all femiiies averaging nearly $€0. Transportation expenses averaged
more than 7 per cent of total lLiving costs, while life insursnce premiums amounted to
6 per cent or anz averag2 cu*lay per family of $47. Expenditure for resrsation accounted
for only 4.5 per cent of the fawmlly livizg costs, and expenses of household operation
another 4.4 per cent, EKducation, welfare, gift2, and poereome) ~srg conctituted the re-~
maining 12 per cent of the sverage femily tudget.
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Table 2. - Summary of Farm Femily Living Expenditures, 1938.

= v 4
Total Living . Dominion
Area Expendi tures | Budget Group { Average
per Family 'Expenditures
$ : $
MAFAEAmes «ooovuvenosonnsnss 681 §BRRRE o dmam i S 148
t Fuel and Light eecceccrenses 40
QUEDBC «esecrnsssncsesanssae 706 SHELEBE eov o s cioiss sessevoel 31
Clothing IR, & 150
ONtArio coeseocosncsossncsee 849 Furnishings and Eousehold
(OREGAGHIONN o1 s 6lXatekRalekeisle 5 ofsle 103
NEATMEEOLIA ey ae S P o wixs Svivels) ate 724 Fealth and Personal Care ...; 68
Recreation ececvercecrecosas! 34
SaskatchewBll ¢.ecceovcaccons 748 Transportation .............i 58
Life Insurance esasenssnons 47
Alberta ...ievecucecscacsnss 826 Education, Community Welfare 67
Gifts and Contrtibutioms .... 17
DOMINION AVERAGE o.ovevsess $763 TOTAL ....................[ $763
i |

Certain broad differences in provincial living expenditure patterns were
Living cost averages ranged from $68L for Maritimes families to $849 for those
in Ontario. Farm households in Alberta spent an average of $826, which was considerably
higher than corresponding figures of $724 and $748 for Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Liv-
ing expenses for Quebec femilies averaged slightly lower at $706. Nearly 30 per cent of
the households in Ontario and Alberta reported expenditures of $1,000 or more, while in
the provinces of Quebec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and the Maritimes, this proportion

dropped to approximately 20 per cent.

noted.

Table 3. - Provincial Distributions of Farm Living Expenditure, 1938,
(Numerical Distribution)

e — S i
| Maritimes Quebac Ontarioi Manitoba | Saskatchewan Alberta. Total
1 '8 | t f i
* 1" 399 RN RN 8 ! 47 38 ' 72 i 91 50 { 308
400- 599 *es e 25 E 60 51 76 H 129 i 54 402
Gog- 788 .. ... w ' a 48 84 | 128 ! 60 372
1200-1399 e oo 6 ! 9 25 18 26 20 105
1400-1599 ..... 8 | 9 6 7 17 12 50
1600+ S . 7 | 15 12 19 22 | 76
| |
; 1 :
TOTAL .......| 58 | 208 | 266 347 525 . 27a | 1,602%

* Dominion averages include 14 records from British Columbia but no provincial t¢iale
were made for that province due to the small number of returns.

(Percentage Distribution)

. Maritimes. Quebec ; Ontario | Manitoba | Saskatchewan Albertal Total
® A= 39 ... ) 04 | 8NP 14,3 20.7 17.3 f 188 ; « 282
400~ 599 +.... | 43.1 | 28,9 19.2 21.9 208 . IEE-] AR
600~ 799 ..... 1718 19.2 18.0 24,2 24.4 | 21.9 : 22,0
800~ 999 ..... 5.2 11.5 18.4 15.3 WA e | 1S
1000-1199 ..... 8.6 5.8 12,8 ) G | - %] 7.9
1200-1399 ....."| 10.4 4.3 9.4 5.2 5.0 | 7.3 | 6.2
1400-1599 ..... - 4.3 2,3 2.0 S 0 Odeas - i
1600+ e b hal 8 Fib 3.5 ales - | 8.0 1 4.5
TOTAL 100.0 | 100.0 10 ! i |
P : ; 3 G | 8GO« i | WEDE- L dotee || JdfEe
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FARY LUVING SFENDITURS3 FCR PRINCIDAL BUDGET GROUTS, 1935.

froportions of expenditure on goods claczsed as necessitiss ware
fairly consistert throughout the different proviaces. Saskatchewan Families spent
50.5 per cent of living budgets on the principal items of food, clothing, shelter,
fuel, and ligat. Quevec families spant a very similar propcrvion of 49.C per cent.
Other provinces averaged slightly lewsr, and ranged frcem 48,2 per cent for Alberta
to 44.2 per cent Tcr Ontario. Saslkatchewan fuel outlays were materielly higher than
those for other previnces while iz Guebec tire droportion devoted wc clothing was
unusvaliy high. hetnal dollar exwvendifurce for the principal living nocassities
of foad, clothirg, sholter, fuel end lislw tveraged $369 for all previnces, and
varied from $336 for feullies ia Alberta to 3324 for whose in vhe Maritimes.

Family ®xneadituraes fcr Food, Clothing, Chelter, Fuel amrd lsiat, 1938

e ©  — —— - o A et . e . e —

f— e e e e e ; =T WEITTRST ‘-Tm—-_'—-'-‘- 4-.'.:‘...-,......... T T i e v e . o oS
| i ! ]
iMaritimes Quabec Catario | Maaitoba |Saskatchowan Alborta| Average
! g f
i - 15 Al .
| : ! I
Average Expendi- E ;
LUrE ceveceoeod 324 352 375 346 3n7 393 369
|
Percentage of i { |
Total Living f
Expenditure... 47,5 43,9 | 44.2 47,7 &9.5 43.2 48.3
: ; . l |

i - At .y - .

Provineial expenditures sn other budges items showed varying degrees
of similarity. Trensportaticn expense avsrages reuged from &.& per cent of total
living costs for femilies ia Ontario, to 4.3 per cent for those in Quebec. These
amounts represcnted average expendi‘tures per fanily of $75 and $20 respectively.
Outlays for chiid education naturally were reiated to Uhe numbers cf children in the
farm households. FEducation costs for Quevec families with an average of 3.5 children
under 18 years of age, amounted {0 6.5 per cent of total living eipenses. In Ontario
the corresponding nwaber of children averaged 1.3 per family, with a considerably
smaller proportion of 2.8 per cent spent on education. These proportions represented
dollar averages cf $4€ for Quebec and §24 for Ontario. Recreation outley showed a
marked similarity in nearly all provinces,; and wasg confined withiu rarrow limits

from 4.1 ner cent to 5.0 per cent of fawily expeaditure. Househelds in Quebec

proved an excevtion, and spent a smaller proporticnate amount of 2.8 per cent for

this purpose. The actual casi cubiay for recireavion wes relatively small, averaging
$34 for femilies irn all provincee.

A cormlete statemens of living expenditures showing provincial
averages :: contained in Table 4 on pags U.



Teble 4. - Distribution of Ferm Family Living Expenditures, 1938.

! AVERAGES IN DOLLARS ! PERCENTAGES
Areas ,Maritimes; Quebec‘ Ontario, Manitoba: i:z::;-g Albertaj‘?roigceé Maritimes: Quebec Ontario;Manitoba i’;:];:z_; Alberte’Prﬁtincas
{ ! i ‘ i g ! i I :
No. of Familiess | 58 ! 208 266 ' 347 | 525 : 274 [ 1692% ; : : 1
i i : | I |
! : | { s ‘ 5 { '
FOOQ ecesocssessans| $127 $136 © $158 | $140 ! $1S2 $159 I $148 18.6 ! 19.3 18c6 | 19.3 2003 | 19.2 | 19.4
Fuel and Light eces 23 16 | 39 34 58 39 0 4 | 3@ | WEY A 7.8 ’ 4.7 542
Clothimg eosscssose| 140 e, G 138 145 144 164 | 150 | 2045 23.2 | 1643 | 2040 19.3 19.9 | 19.6
Sholter sececessesse| 34 36 | 40 27 23 g6~ | <@k 5.0 Sed | 249 T B 3.1 | 404 | 4.
Household Opera- | { ! I : i i
WL RE Teees..! W L@ | 88 36 34 ® | = ) 4.0 4.1 4.1 | 5.0 4.5 | 402 | 4.
Furniture and g ! i § ! i |
Furnishings eeceee 59 . 83 67 60 23 69 8.7 10.6 | 9.8 : 9.3 8.0 8,8 | 9.0
Health C&re scser000 45 57 ! 73 51 56 62 59 i 6.6 801 ! 8.6 E 7-0 7:5 ! 7¢5 T )
Personal Care eeese 6 T 1 10 9 10 10 9 <9 a0 %o 12 Log '] Tl 1 %
Education of ' ! ! ! f ‘
5 T R 29 45 24 26 29 40 ax | 4.3 6.5 | 2.8 | 366 3.9 | 4-8 1.1
Community Welfare-c 40 25 49 28 28 28 ar 849 | 3.5 | 508 I 3¢% $37 0 | i 4.}
Adult Education -.. 3 3 6 4 5 8 B 1! o4 o4 | ol -6 kel ,
Gifts and Contri- ; | | l s
butions eeecesess 17 14 19 17 16 22 B o_i 2.5 2.0 | 12423 & 1 258 Bl - &7 | 243
Transportation «... 45 30 78 97 58 67 58 6.6 4¢3 Bs8 § T 7.8 | 8l | 7s5
Recreation seceeces 30 20 35 39 217 4] 34 4.4 23 4.1 i 456 4.9 5.0 | 405
Life Insurence eceee 56 48 65 50 38 42 47 ' Be2 6.8 Te'f i 609 S.1 Sel 6.2
i !
- ;r
TOTAL soscscesee; 681 706 849 724 748 826 763 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 ; 100.0 2000 {100<0 | 10040
I g i !

X Including 14 for British Columbia.
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FARM FAMITY LIVING EXPENDITURES, 1934 AND 1938.

Data from the recent survey of farm living expenditures during 1938 may
be compared with the findings of an earlier survey conducted in 1934, although the
reecords do not cover exactly thc same familfies in the two periods. In order to gauge
as accurately as possible the cLanges in farm living costs during this period, family
living expenditures were comparcd on & per person besis. This method removed inequal-
ities due to differences in the size of farm households, and gave a clearer notion of
the relative economic position cf families in the years 1934 and 1938,

Farm living expeniiturec per person averaged approximately 50 per cent
higher for families in the 1938 survey, than for those in 1934. Provincial differences
Tanged from increases of 65 per cent and 62 per cent for families in Mani toba and
Ontario respectively, to 43 per cent for those in Saskatchewan and Alberta. Earvests
for 1937 in the last two provinces were poor, but comparatively good in Ontario and
Manitoba. Per capite advances in farm living expendituges for households in Quebec and
the Maritimes averaged 58 per cent and 51 per cent respectively. The foregoing percent-
age differences represented increased cash outlays per person of $68 for Ontario
families, $56 and $50 for Manitoba and Alberta families respectively, $44 and $43 for
those in the Maritimes and Saskatchewan, and $34 for femilies in Quebec. Since average
farm living costs advanced less than 4 per cent between 1934 and 1938, it is evident
that these increases point to a material improvement in living levels during this period.
The year 1934, of course, was one of unusual stringency for farm femilies generally,

Expenditures for the principal items of the femily budget contained some
noteworthy differences in these two years. The more basic requirements of food and
clothing experienced only a slight advance in the amount of actual expenditure per person,
Consequently the proportions of total living outlay on these budget groups by families
in the 1938 survey wers noticeably less than compareble proportions in 1934, Increases
in actual food purchases never exceeded $6 per person in the average family budgets of
the various provinces, but proportionate amounts gpent on foodstuffs declined by per-
centages ranging from 9.7 for families in Omntario, to 6.4 for those in Manitoba. In
1934 Ontario ferm houssholds spent 28.3 per cent of their total living expenditure on
food, while in 1938 the proportion dropped to 18(6 per cent. Corresponding percentages
for Manitoba were 25.7 and 19.53. Clothing expenses showed & very regular advance in all
provinces, with an average incrcase of $6 per person. In no province was there an
advance of less than $5 and in none was it greater than $7. As in the case of foodstuffs,
the increase in clothing expenditure was at a much less thean proportionate rate as com-
pared to the rise in total living costs. Clothing expenses for Ontario households in
1934 accounted for 22,2 per cent of total living expenditures, and in the later survey
this emount droppsd to 16.3 per cent. Families in Saskatchewan and Quebec showed the least
declines in the proportions of expenditure on clothing. In the former province, 20,7
per cent was devoted to olothing expenses in 1934, while the slightly lower amount of
19.3 per cent was spent for this purpose in 1938. Corresponding figures for Quebec
fami)lies were 25.7 per cent and 23.2 per cent at these two respective periods. Fuel
purchases per person showed very little change during the four-year interval, but in re-
lation to the total living budgets of the femilies, they registered a noticeable desline,
Proportions of expenditure spert for fuel dropped as much as 9 per cent for families in
Saskatchewan, and as little as 2 per cent for those in the Maritimes.

Expenditures for household furniture and furnishings advanced fairly con-
aslatently in all provinces. This was observed also to a lesser degree in the case of
health care. Proportions of total farily expenditure for furnishings registered a slight
advance among families in Ontario and Quebec, but were relatively stationary in other
provinces. Proportionate amounts spent on health were fractionally lower in most in-
stgnges, but in no province was the decrease greater than 3 per cent.

The remaining iteas of the family budget comprised of such expenses as
transportation, recreation, life insurance, community welfare, gifts, etc., experienced
the greatest advances from 193¢ levelc. A combined grouping of these items disclosed
expenditure per person averages :n 1938 more than double those reported by families in
the earlier survey. For exampl:, per person expenditure for this miscellaneous group
averaged $22 among Ontario famiiies i 1934 and $63 in 1938. These figures represented
a shift from 19.5 per cent of tic fewnily budget to 42.1 per cent.



Table 5. - Average lLiving Expenditures per Person, 1934 and 1938.

' Average Numberi ; i H 1 ‘
! Persons i Food Fuel ' Clothing ! FuOUEjiehC.) p Hsealth ‘' Miscellaneous Total
i . : | rnishings
Area per Family J» | i |
1924 | 1938 | 193¢ | 1938 . 1934, 1938 | 193¢ ' 1938 | 1934 | 1938 1934 | 1938 | 1934 | 1938 1634 | 1933
— ! - : ! 4
$ $ $ $ $ 0§ i $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
MAaritimes seeoccecssef 5.8 507 24 24 55 5 g 21 27 8 17 7 10 22 48 87 e
Quebec s 0sdsensessne 8.4 7.6 17 18 4 3 ' 15 22 5 14 5 8 13 28 ! 59 93
Onta.l"io seceasnnceeoses 5.0 4-8 31 33 13 10 : 24 29 ' 10 25 9 17 22 63 109 177
Menitiobe ssiss oo s oos] Bel | Bel 22 28 10 CE 28 8 20 7 12 1 46 86 142
Saska‘tchewan evsvescsea 5-7 502 28 29 18 12 i 21 28 8 18 8 13 18 4’4 lOl 144
Alberta essseccccccance 5e3 5.0 | 31 32 11 8 ! 27 33 12 238 13 14 21 56 115 165
i
Percentage Distribution of Principal Family Living Expenditurss, 1934 and 1938.
, ] = j S
i Household : : :
. Food Fuel Clothing Furnishings | Health ' Miscellaneous Total
Area i i
1 ' i i i =
¢ 1934 1938 1934 1938 1934 J 1938 1934 ! 1938 ! 1934 1938 1934 1938 1934 1538
3 A . e [ T . s ————
T
Maritimes CLesEVOOOOT 27.2 1806 507 34 2403 2005 903 8&7 l 8.5 606 2500 4‘202 lOC»O : -LO(J?O
Quebec esescescccsenso 279 193 Ted 203 25.7 23¢2 8.8 10.6 8.2 ol 22.0 3665 100.0 100-0
Onta.rio oc2ee 003008008 2803 18a6 1109 4,6 2202 1603 9:5 9.8 806 806 ! 19.5 42”1 ]0000 10059
Manitoba sOb 0800 BCERL OO 2507 1903 llcz 407 2500 2003 903 9.3 807 700 ' 20.1 3904 ]OOUO 100.0
Saska.'tChewa.n etnsedoo 27c7 2003 17.4 78 2007 19'3 Be2 8.0 800 TeS i 18.0 3701 10040 10090
Alberta ecceceseocosse 267 19.2 b 10.0 4.7 23.0 19.9 10.8 8.8 11.0 Te5 I 18.5 39,9 100.0 1002
‘l 1
: | i
! i :
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A dakgilad etudy odf the principal expd ation was carried
out in conjunction with the 1938 survey of farm living P%. Results from this
section of the survey will be published at & later d=s% age expenditures on farm
operation accounted for a greater proportion of tots! snnual cutlay than expenditures
for living requirements. From the reports of 1,692 farm households, expenditures in
operating farms, apart from taxes and mortgage payments, avereged nearly 29 per cent
more than money spent on farm family living. This amount represented a cash outlay of
$984 as compared to $763 for living costs. Provincial ratios of living costs to farm
operating costs showed marked differences. In Manitobe, Saskatchewan, and Alberta, farm
operation outlay averaged close to 60 per cent of farm expenses, i. 6., living expenditures
plus operating expenditures. For familles in Ontario this proportion dropped to 52 per
cent, and still lower to 45 per cent and 46 per cent for farm households in Quebec and
the Maritimes respectively.

The majority of farms reported operating expenditures of less then $1,600.
More than 80 per cent of expenditure totals were within this range, and less than 10
per cent were above $2,400. The average size of all farms was approximately 400 acres,
with provincial averages ranging from 150 ac¢res for ferms in Quebec to 604 acres for

those in Saskatchewan.

Table 6., - Farm Family Living and Farm Operating Expenditures 1938.

——= = r——rarr—— ¥ - —
’ | i
. l
Province: Maritimes. Qusbec ! Ontario‘Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta: Provinces
No. of Farms: 58 | 208 | 266 R 274 | 1692
K i B ! .
Average Acreage.... L7 | 150 | 185 | 382 ! 604 528 { 40L
Ferm Living : : i ; :
Expenditure .....$; 681 . 706 | 849 | e 748 826 | 763
Farm Operation ; ! ,
Expendi ture .....$3 77 | 867 - " 98k i 1070 | 1043 1238 | o84
(exclusive of farm | i i |
taxes and inter- ! } i
eat charges) i i | :
Operation Expenses | ’ i , ;
as Percentage of ! ! 1 ’ i
Total Annual | | | { i
o * T N 45.9 | 8 b GRS 3 OELe | T we.2 60.0 | 56.3
, i : e i

Table 7. - Percontage Distribution of Farm Operating Expenditures, 1938,

TP b T T T T TERTTE T A PR T ¥ T BRI £ N T T O e

Total Amounts ?Mhritimesi Quebee 'Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewa Alberta! All
I | f i ﬁ Provinces
¥ ! 1 ; l
§ I ati. . das ) S | 207 | 25.1 23,2 25.5 i 28.3
400"' 799 (AR R XN 20.7 i 26.4 33.8 ' 28.0 2901 23-0 ( 28-0
800-1599 cscceess| 27.6 S é 30.1 , 26.8 28.6 21.9 ‘ 25.8
VEDO=ZBGY ..uive.es] T, 77— 29 1 19.0 10.9 10.5 14,6 ; 9,7
2400+ oo AT L 1.4 6.4 9.2 8.6 165,30 8.2
|
TOTAL ..........i 100,0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 [ 100.0
hem e T -
Families Report- | ; ' |
ing .............i 58 ' 208 g i s 525 274 1692
t X | it

o ———— - o e s e a e i e — i e v et et
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