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lREF'ACE 

in ,l;itiiiarv. 198. the late Honourable Norman Rogers, then Minister of 
labour and Acting Minister of Trade and Commerce, was responsible for the 
irtnation of an inter-departmental committee to discuss the need for statistical 
data on family living expenditures. Besides representatives of the dvprtmerit 
which Mr. Rogers then headed, the Department. of Agriculture, the 1)epartnmnt 
f Pensions and National Health, and the National Research Council were 

inon this Committee which was made up as follows: 
1o,irman.—Dr. R. H. COATS, Dominion Statistician 

. H. BARTON, Deputy Minister of Agriculture. 

H. E. WODEHOUSE, Deputy Minister of Pensions and National 
Health. 
.J. F. Boovu. Dr. W. C. Hor1ER and Dr. J. M. SwAINE of the 
T)ominion Department of Agriculture. 
.J. .1. HEAGERTY and 1)r. C. A. MORRELL of the Dominion Depart-
rut of Pensions and National Health. 

!. NEWTON and S. J. Coox of the National Research Council. 
W. BOLTON of the Dominion Department of Labour. 

L N. IftTHERFORD and II. F. GREENWAY of the Dominion Bureau of 
:ttistic. 

tee discussed at length the purposes to he cimsiclered in collecting 
Iv living expenditure data and methods of $anlpling best suited to such a 

j!ujtct. Subject to the limitation of available resources, the recommendations 
the eomuiitt (c have been followed in securing the data presented in this report. 

In conducting its first family living expenditure survey, the I)ominion Bureau 
it isties received valuable aid from many sources, including staff members 

I Pincial universities in the I)ominion and Provincial 1)epartmcnts of 
\riculture and Health, and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. The Bureau 
irticularl' acknowledges the helpful efforts of Miss Laura C. Pepper of the 

I :lfltOfl I)epartment of Agriculture, and Miss Ethel Pipes, Director of Dietetics, 

	

\ r 	iiver ( envral Hospital. 
\Vithin the Bureau, recognition is due to the late M. C. MacLean. to J. B. 

ii hierford, and to Nathan Kevfitz for their contributions in determining the 
niphing baAs and in the actual organization of the project. The general 

coiiduct of the survey was under the direction of H. F. Greenway, who was 
liv 1). T. B:rltrr in 	 Ii 	rp:Irn 	a ci tills report. 

R. H. COATS, 
Dom?nion Statist 'dan. 





INTRODUCTION 
The main body of this report has been divided into three sections, the 

first on family financial position, the second on family expenditure, and the third 
on physical attributes and background material related to the family. The final 
section might logically head the list, but because of its incomplete nature, 
and the primary emphasis of the survey upon income and expenditure, the 
latter have been considered first. 

Four principal objectives were kept in view when plans were being laid 
for the collection of family expenditure records. The first of these was to 
provide satisfactory budgetary material for the construction of wage-earner 
family budgets and living cost index numbers. Data on the purchases of 
foods were wanted also for extensive nutritional analysis to be related to 
the intensive studies organized by the Canadian Council on Nutrition. This 
same material on foods along with purchase records of other family needs 
was considered as potential source material for marketing studies of individual 
products and groups of products. Finally, the survey was considered as a 
source of material for international comparisons of living standards. With 
this end in view, data were collected on the qualitative aspects of housing, 
and transportation, and the arrangement of the schedules was made after 
close study of British and United States schedules recently used. 

Plans for the collection of records were carefully formulated after the 
general purposes had been agreed upon. At the outset it was decided to 
limit the investigation to urban households in view of the limited resources 
available and the relative costliness of rural surveys of this kind. The first 
problem was to decide what type of families to approach and where to look 
for them in order to obtain a group of records which might be considered 
typical of Canadian urban households. The type of family and the cities to 
be surveyed were determined from the results of a special study of 1931 urban 
census records. The following family attributes were considered in making 
this selection: 

(1) Percentage of population in private families with married wage-
earner heads. 

(2' Percentage of ordinary households with male wage-earner heads. 
(3) Percentage of male wage-earner householder tenants. 
(4) Median value of homes owned by male wage-earners. 

(5, 6, 7 and 8 for households with husband and wife living together 
and the family head a tenant and wage-earner). 

(5) Median monthly rent. 
(6) Average monthly earnings of head. 
(7) Average number of lodgers. 
(8) Average size of household. 
(9) Average number of weeks male-wage earner heads were unemployed. 

(10) Percentage of the population British and French. 
This analysis led to the selection of Charlottetown, P.E.1., Halifax, N.S., 

Saint John, N.B., Quebec and Montreal in Quebec, Toronto and London in 
Ontario, Winnipeg, Man., Saskatoun, Sask., Edmonton, Alta., and Vancouver, 
B.C., to represent Canada's urban wage-earner homes. Ottawa was added to 
this list because international living standard comparisons often are made in 
terms of conditions in capital cities. In Quebec City the sample was limited to 
French families, while in T1ontreal three groups of records representing French, 
British and other racial origins were required. The Winnipeg sample con-
tained two groups representing British and other racial origins, while in the 
remaining cities only families of British origin were included. 

Wnithin these centres, it was decided to concentrate efforts further by 
selecting families possessing certain characteristics which were typical of urban 
households. These limitations were four in number. 

7 



(1) All families were to be of the wage-earner type with husband and 
wife living together as joint heads. 

(2) All families were to have from one to five children living in the home, 
with not more than one additional lodger or domestic (except for 
Quebec and Montreal where no limitation was made concerning 
number of children). 

(3) Family earnings during the survey year ending September 30, 1938, 
were to range from $450 to $2,500, and all families were to be self-
supporting during this period. 

(4) All families were to be living in a self-contained dwelling unit, nt 
sharing any living amenities with other families. 

Families satisfying these conditions were located by a preliminary survu y  
in which all households in a random selection of census sub-districts were 
approached for information concerning the composition of the household, 
racial origin, tenure, and earnings. From returns satisfying the sampling 
controls enumerated above, a random selection of families was made for 
the complete budgetary record. 

The field work of the survey was conducted by a specially selected staff 
of approximately 90 field agents working under the direction of city super-
visors. The field staff was composed mainly of graduates in household science 
and of social service workers. City supervisors attended regional meetings 
or were visited individually by members of the Bureau's staff prior to the 
survey in order that duties might be clearly understood. In addition, each 
city staff was visited twice during the actual progress of record collection, to 
discuss (lifficlilties and to make sure that a uniform interpretation was placed 
upon the detailed printed instructions which each field agent received. 

Records from the preliminary survey, more than 45,000 in number, were 
forwarded directly to Ottawa andl a list, of 6,252 families satisfying sampling 
controls was compiled. Only families included in this list were approached 
for expenditure records in the final survey. 

All expenditure records were checked by the supervisor or an assistant 
before being sent to Ottawa where they were checked a second time. If 
not satisfactory, the supervisor was advised concerning the deficiency, or 
in some cases families were written to directly from Ottawa, in order to 
secure information necessary to correct the faulty schedule. 

In addition to an annual schedule of living cxpenditul.es* completed by 
the field agent from information provided by the homemaker and other family 
members, a secOfl(l schedule was used for food purchases covering one complete 
week in October-November, 1938, a second week in February, 1939, and a 
third in June, 1939. The food schedule contained a separate page for each 
day of the week upon which the home-maker was instructed to enter purchases 
day by day as they were made. She was visited by a field agent several times 
during the week to make sure that the task was not left until the conclusion 
of the period and then (lone from memory. 

The office compilation of living expenditure and food purchase record 
Ottawa was (lone PartlY by mechanical means and partly by hand. A sin- - 

mary of data for each family was placed upon punch cards which could he 
cross-classified according to any two sets of facts upon the card. This made 
possible a very complete study of time inter-play of influences affecting living 
expenditures. Results from a considerable number of these cross-classifica-
tions may be found in the chapters on " Family Attributes " and " Family 
Living Expenditure Patterns." Others have not been published due to limita-
tions of space. A complete list of mechanical tabulations is contained in 
Appendix C. All detail shown on family expenditure schedules has been 
tabulated by hand according to cities and according to family income per 
person groups. It has been necessary to omit some of this material also from 
the chapters which follow. 

* See Appendix A. 



PART I 

FINANCIAL POSITION 
CHAPTER I 

SOURCES OF FAMILY INCOME 
For the present analysis, family income has been considered under two 

main headings, with sub-divisions under each one as follows: 
(A) Net Income 

(1) Earnings of family head and other members. 
(2) Value of payments in kind. 
(3) Income from investments. 
(4) Other cash received. 

(B) Gross Income 
(1) All items of net income as listed above. 
(2) Loans and credit outstanding (for purchases in the survey year 

only). 
(3) Reduction in hank savings and investments. 
(4) Value of trade-in allowances. 

The average net income of British wage-earner families amounted to 
$1,433. Of this amount fully 92 p.c. represented earnings of the family head. 
Other family earnings amounted to 4 p.c. of the total, and income from invest-
ment returns and other cash received, made up the remaining 4 p.c. The cor-
responding proportions of family net inconic for the French sample were 
almost identical. The average net, income of $1,315 was 91 p.c. from earnings 
of the faInilV head, 5 p.c. other family earnings, and 4 p.c. other income. 

Table 1.—Compositfon of Urban Wage-Earner Family Net Income 

1.135 BrItish Famlftes 211 French Families 

- 	 Per- 	 l'L,r- 
Amounts cent age of Amounts centage of 

Total 	 Total 

$ 	 $ 
EARNIrOS 

	

Earning'. ,f Family Head ........ ............ ...... ..1,323.2 	924 	1,1952 	909 

	

Other FrniIy Earnings ...................... ....... ..57.7 	4.0 	72.1 	5.5 

THER INCOME 	 I 

	

Valtiv of Pnv meats in Kind .......................... .8.6 	0.6 	2.2 	0.2 
m m Incoe fro 	I nvestiiients ............................ .46 	0.3 	83 	06 

(' Other 	ash ......................................... . 

	

..87 	27 	37.4 	2.8 

	

Total Net Income ............... ...... .. 1,432.8 	100-0 	1,315.2 	100.0 

Gross income, of course, was comprised mainly of items included in the 
above table. However, approximately 8 p.c. was obtained from credit and 
loans, withdrawals from assets, and trade-in allowances. The following table 
shows the relative importance of these items as a source of purchasing power 
to wage-earner families. 

9 
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10 	 FAMILY iNCOME AND EXPENDITURE IN CANADA 

Table 2.—Composition of Urban Wage-earner Family Gross Income 

1,135 British FamIlies 211 French Families 

- 	 Per- 	 Per- 
Amounts centage of Amounts cent age of 

Total 	 Total 

$ 

Net Income (From Table 1) ......................... .1,4328 
Credit and Loaes .  ................................... . 81-8 
Reductions in Savings and Investments .............. .33.0 
Trade-in Allowances ................................. .11-6 

Total Gross Income.................... I 	1,559-2 

$ 

919 1.315-2 901 
52 851 5.8 
2-1 583 40 
0-8 1.7 01 

100-0 1,451-3 100.0 

* Amounts for credit and loans represent unpaid balances at the end of the survey year on credit and 
loans received during that year. They are likely to be lower than the total value of credit and loans 
utilized during the year, and probably soinewh,tt less also than the total value of all credit and unpaid 
loan balances outstanding, since no account has been taken of loans and credit for periods prior to the survey 
year. These were reduced by instalment payments (luring the survey year, such amounts being con-
sidered as savings from current income. 

Reductions in Assets 

This portion of gross income has been considered as a debit item in the 
financial balance sheet of urban wage-earner families. It is dealt with briefly 
in this chapter since decreases in assets cannot be classified with debt obliga-
tions to which a separate section of a later chapter has been devoted. Reductions 
in assets indicate the extent to which wage-earner families have drawn upon 
accumulated resources for current expenses or other purposes. Withdrawals 
from hank balances were the main sources of such income, and accounted for 
more than three-fourths of all asset decreases of British families during the 
survey year. Sales of stocks, bonds, and property supplied the remainder. 
For French families, withdrawals from bank balances amounted to almost 90 P.C. 
of the total income from liquidation of assets. 

Table 3.—Urban Wage-earner Family Gross Income from Decreases in Assets 

1,135 BrItish Families 	1 	211 French Famflles 

Per- Average Per- Per- Average Per- 
centage Amount  centage centage Amount COfltagC 

of for 1.135 of Total of for 211 f Total 
Families Fain ilies Decrease Families Families 1ec.rease 
3.eporting in Assets Reporting 

$ $ 

DecreaseinBankBnlanco .............. 17.3 25.8 782 21-3 509 873 
Sale of Stocks or Bonds ................. 14 2-3 7.0 2-8 35 6-0 .. 

.. 

4.8 4-9 14-8 2-4 3-9 6.7 Saleofl'ropertv..........................

Total Decrease In Assets.. - 33-0 100.0 - 58.3 110-0 

Composition of Net Income at Progressive Income Levels 
(a) Inconi.e per Family 

Practically the full amount of income for British families in the net 
income range between $400 and $799 per family was supplied by earnings 
of the family head. Only 2 p.c. was obtained from other sources. For 
families with net incomes of $2,400 and over, however, receipts from other 



SOLTRCES OF FAMILY INCOME 	 11 

sources rose to almost 12 p.c. of the total. The earnings of other family 
members increased from 07 p.c. of the total to 44 p.c. and income from invest-
ments, etc., advanced from I •3 to 74 p.c. between these same income ranges. 
French families reported it more pmnn(e(l rise in secondary sources of 
Intume, and for families with net incomes of $2,()00 and over, earnings of the 

iiilv head accounted for only 84 p.c. of the total. This increase in other 
ntmnily earnings was associated with larger numbers of gainfully employed 
uhildren in the higher income ranges for French families, but not to any 
appreciable extent in the case of British fimilies. 

Table 4.—Compos,tion of Faniilv Net Income at Progressive Levels of Family Income 

(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

Income per 	amily $400 
gg 

0800 
.ggg 

01,000 
$U99 

$1,200 
1,399 

$1,400 
1,599 

$1,600 
-1,799 

$1,800 
1.909 

$2,000 
-2.399 

$2,400 
+ Avera 

PersonsperFamily ................... .4.5 4.3 4.4 43 43 4 , 3 48 4.7 4.6 4-4 

DOLLAIS AvCRAoSa 

690 868 1.024 1.202 1,377 1.555 1.701 1,950 2,;123 1.323 
Other Family Earnings.. ... 5 23 31 48 50 65 iOO 113 115 58 
Earninzs of Family head 	........... 
Other Interns . 	. 9 17 27 33 50 07 72 50 194 52 

Total 

PsacIxyAeIa 

EarningaofFazniiy}Iead ............. 98-0 95-6 94-6 93-7 92-8 92-1 90-8 91-0 88-2 92-4 
Other Family Earnings 07 2-5 2-9 

1 
3-7 38 39 53 53 44 4-0 

13 

.. 

1-9 2-5 2-5 3-4 40 39 3.7 7.4 3.5 Other 1n'ornc 	............... 
ToRI.. 1014 1011 INS 10O-IIN-e lOSS INS liii 

(211 French Families) 

Income per Family r $2,000 Average 

I'ernonsper Family ...... 	........ 4-2 4-9 5-1 66 6-9 5-3 

DOLLAn Avzal,GES 

I ttl,ilv I 
IItlor i'ttitttty Farnings ................. 
I II hi'- I ti-lilt ......................... 

i'otal....... I  

635 974 1,240 1,547 1,801) 1,195 
25 35 58 143 170 72 
5 14 43 74 190 48 

1 1 347 1,761 2,221 1,315 

PEW'E,crAo Cs 

95-5 95-2 92-5 875 839 900 
38 :1-4 4.3 83 7.9 5.5 

Eariijns of Family Head ................
()ilw 	F'iiiojl',' Eiitijn.a.................. 
Other Ineotni 	...................... 0-7 1-4 3-2 4-2 8-5 3.11 

Total ....................... 100.0 

. 

100.0 101.0 100.0 100.0 190.0 

13096- -2 



12 	 FAMILY INCOME AND EXPENDiTURE IN CANADA 

(b) Income per Person 
Since the number of persons in wage-earner families showed a decided 

decrease at, higher levels of income per person, the proportions of net income 
supplied by family members other than the head did not experience the marked 
increase noted in the case of progressive levels of income per family. Residual 
earnings amounted to 3'7 l).C. of the total net income for British families 
with incomes between $100 and $199 per person, and only 24 p.c. for those with 
incomes of $600 and over. Income received from other sources increased 
steadily, however, and accounted for 19 and 58 p.c. respectively in the above 
groups. Net  income for French families was observed to be higher than that 
of British families in the low income per person groups. This was due in 
part to larger contributions of children in French families, and also to higher 
average earnings of French family heads in this income range. 

Table 5.—Composition of Family Net Income at Progressive lncoms per Person Levels 

(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

Income per Person 8100-199 8200-299 8300-399 8400-499 8500-599 8600+ 

PersonsperFamiiy ..................... .5.7 49 4.2 38 3.6 3.4 

DOLLAR AVERAGES 

EarninVs of Family i-lead ....... 	....... 869 1.142 1,312 1,522 1,677 2,109 
Other Family Earning.c ....... 	........ 
Other Income ....... 	................... 34 

18 

.. 

.. 47 
42 

71 
43 

60 
55 

73 
88 

55 
133 

Total ...................... . 821 

.. 

1,231 1,426 1 1 637 1,838 2.297 

PERCENTAGES 

Earnings of Family Head ............... 944 928 920 93-0 91-2 918 
3.7 3.8 5-0 3.7 4-0 2-4 

Income 19 

.. 

3.4 3-0 3-3 4-8 5.8 
Other Family Earnings ................... 
Other 	............................ 

Total .............. 	. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 ISIS 100.1 

(211 French Families) 

Income per Person 8100-199 8200-299 8300-399 8400-499 

l'ersons per Family .................................. -6.5 5.6 4.4 3-8 

DOLLAR AVERAGES 

Earnings of Family Head ............................ 
Other Family Earnings ...................... 	....... 
Other 	Income ....................................... 

Total 

..963 

..59 
18 

1,210 
80 
54 

1.327 
91 
52 

1,39) 
5 11 
72 

1,14S 

.. 

1,344 1,470 1,512 

I'F.RENTAGES 

Earnings of Family Head ............................ 926 90-0 903 91.9 
Other Family Earnings .............................. 
Other Income ....................................... ...5.7 

17 

.. 
6-0 
4.0 

6-2 
35 

3.3 
48 

Total .................................... - 100.0 

.. 

100.0 100.0 100.0 
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Composition of Family Net Income according to Age of Father 

The net income of British wage-earner families in which the father was 
under 25 years of age, averaged $1,169. This amount increased steadily to 
$1,541 for families in which the father's age centred around 50 years, and then 
dropped l.)aek to $1,451 for those with fathers between 55 and 64 years of age. 
In the lowest age group the earnings of the father ac('(olntcd for 97 p.c. of the 
total net ,  income, while in the group between 55 and 64 years of age, they 
formed only 83 p.c. Proportions supplicri by other family members rose from 
2 p.c. to 11 p.c., and income from other sources advanced from less than 1 P.C. 
to 6 p.c. It should he noted that the average number of children incrcae(l 
from I •2 to 40 in these respective age groups, and the average age of the 
children rose from 5 to 16 years. 

Timble 6.—Composiuion of Family Net Income according to Age of Father 

1,135 BritIsh FamWe) 

Age of Father 	 24 	25-.34 	35-44 	45-54 	53..64 

DOLLAR AVERAGES 

1.135 1,251 1.384 1,383 1,203  
UtIit.r 	I'niijilv 	E,ir,ins ......... ....... 27 33 43 87 158 
Eurrijags of Faniilv Ile,uI ............... 

7 
. 

35 44 71 90 Oilier Ineoii,e ...........................

Total ........................ 1,169 1.319 1,171 1,511 1.151 

I'ZRCENTAOES 

Earrings of Family head ............... 97.1 948 94-I 89-7 829 
Other Family Earnings ................. 23 2-5 29 5.7 109 
Other Ijicome ........................... 06 

.. 

.. 
2 7 3.0 4.6 6.2 

Total ... 111.0 

.. 

100.0 110.1 1000 1000 

Composition of Net Income according to Size of Family and Ages of Children 

In the foregoing sections it has been Silown that the proportion of total 
net income earned by the family head from regular employment, bore an 
inverse relationship to the size of wage-earner families. This was clearly 
apparent also from data on family net income classified according to the number 
if children in survey families, but as will be noted in the following section the 
illiolmnt of other family earnings were related more closely to the ages of the 
.hildrcim, than to the nuitiber per family. Earnings of the family head supplied 
94 p.c. of the total net income for families with one child, and 88 l).C. for those 
with five children. The proportion made up froimi other family earnings increased 
from 2'9 p.c. to 78 p.c. in these groups. Ineonie from other sourecs showed 
no marked rise among large-sized families, although there was a slight increase 
in proi ortionate amounts from 2'9 to 42 p.c. between the one-child and five-
child family groups. 
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Table 7.—Coinposition of Family Net Income According to Size of Family 
(1,135 British FamlIies 

Number of Children 1 	2 3 4 	5 

I)OLLAR AVERM;rs 

Earnings of lainily 1hnd ............... 1,311 	I. ..o 1 	.. 
40 	49 70 50 107 (.)lher Family Earnings ...................

OiI,nr 	I,icome ............................ 41 	56 

.. 

49 56 58 

Total ................ 
.. 

..... 	1,392 	1,486 1,416 1,182 1,377 

J'ERCENTAGIS 

Ear,lingsof Family Hcd ............... 94-2 92.9 91-8 908 880 
Other Faiily Eariings .................. 2-9 3-3 4.8 5-4 7-8 
()thei' Incoint ............................ 29 

.. 

.. 

3-8 3-4 3-8 4.2 

Total ... .................... . 110.1 

.. 

100.1 106.0 100.1 lIO.S 

The ages of children naturally have a greater apparent influence upon family 
income than number of children. This conclution is supported by income data 
related to different family types, and stages of the life cycle. The basis of the 
following analysis is explained in detail in a later chapter, viz. Family Living 
Expenditure Patterns. For the pi'esent purpose, data on two and three children 
families have been used in the accompanying tables on net income composition, 
but the same tendencies appeared in records for families with other numbers 
of children. 

Distribution of British Wage-Earner Families according to Type 5  
Two Children—Ages—(a) Two, UI)  to 3 years 

(b) one, up to 3, and one, 4-12 years 
(c) two, 4-12 years 
(d) one, 4-12, and one, 13-18 years 
(e) two, 13-18 years 
(1) one, 13-18, and one, 19 or over 

Three Children—Ages— (a) two, up to 3 years, and one 4-12, or one, up 
to 3, and two, 4-12 years 

(b) three, 4-12 years 
(c) two, 4-12, and one, 13-18 years 
(d) one, 4-12, and two, 13-18 yea 
(a) three, 13-18, or two, 13-18 and wie, 19 or 

or one, 13-18 and two, 19 or over 

In each of the foregoing sub-groups with the same number of 	iiii 
average family net income advanced quite steadily as the life rpaIi Of the 
family lengthened. For example, net income for two-child families in which 
the ages of the children were both under 4 years, amounted to $1,348. This 
increased to $1,549 for two-child families in which the childrens' ages were 
between 13 and 18 years, and still higher to $1,660 in the group in which one 
child was 19 years or over and the other between 13 and 18. However, there 
was a marked difference in the composition of family income in these age 
groups. In the youngest age group noted above for two-child families, earnings 

See Page 183, Family Living Expenditure Patterns. 
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of the family head accounted for 97 P.C.  of average net income, while in the 
oldest they comprised only 83 p.c. Other family earnings rose from less than 
1 p.c. of the total to 125 p.c., and income from other sources showed a moderate 
increase from approximately 2 to 5 p.c. Similar increases in supplementary 
sources of income were noted in other family groups as the ages of the children 
advanced. 

Table 8.—Composition of Family Net Income According to Number and Ages of Children 

(361 BrItish Two-Child Families) 

'ges of Children (See Page 14') 	(a) 	(b) 	(c) 	(d) 

DOLLAR AVERAGES 

1,310 1,388 1,350 1,410 1,430 1,370 
Other Family Earnings ................. . 18 26 39 82 207 
Earningsof Family Head ............. ....
Other Income .......................... 31 

.7 
46 60 78 37 83 

Total ............. 	........ 1,348 

.. 

1,432 1,436 1,527 1,549 11669 

PERcroas 

97-2 ¶15.6 940 92.3 923 82.5 Earnings of Family head ................
Other Family Earnings ................. 
Other Income ... .......................23 

0.5 1-2 
12 

1.8 
42 

2.6 
5.1 

5-3 
2.4 

12.5 
5.0 

Total ............... ........ liii 1000 ill-S liii ills isis 

(199 BritIsh Three-Child FamUles) 

Ages of Children 	 j 	(a) 	J 	(b) 	J 	(0) 	I 	(d) 	J 	(e) 

DOLLAR AVEEAGES 

Earnings of Family Head ......................... 
Other Family Earnings .............. .....  ........ 

1,264 
17 

1,275 
26 

	

1,302 	1,336 	1,362 

	

40 	47 	214 
Other 	Income ..................................... 36 

..

.. 

22 36 	89 	53 

Total ....... ............. 	............ 	.. 1,317 
.. 

1,323 1,318 	1,472 	1,121 

PERCENTAGES 

Earnings of Family Head ......................... 960 963 94.5 908 83.6 
Other Family Earnings ..... ...................... 1.3 2.0 2.9 3.2 13.1 
Other Income ..................................... 

.. 

27 
.. 

1.7 26 6.0 33 

Total ............................... 	.. 

.. 

100-5 151-I isis ISIS ISIS 



CHAPTER II 

FAMILY EARNINGS AND EXPENDITURE 
The 1,439 family expenditure records secured during the survey were 

collected from a broader list of 6,252 families satisfying sampling controls 
relating to type of family and earnings. As noted in the introduction of th 
report, the broader list represented a stratified-random selection within the 
control limits established. The distribution of earnings reported by the 6,2.'i2 
families may be considered as fairly representative of wage-earner families in 
the 12 survey cities, and provides an approximate basis of judging how repre-
sentative were the income and expenditure records of families contributing 
to the final survey. The number of records was not proportionate to total city 
population, but it is believed that a sufficient minimum number was collected 
to give a representative distribution of family earnings in each city. 

In addition to a consideration of the distribution of family earnings, this 
chapter contains a description of city expenditure averages. Data are presented 
for the complete sample, and for the $200-299 inconie per person group in 
several cities. Thus a basis is established for comparing average wage-earner 
family expenditures from city to city, and also for inter-city,  comparisons of 
expenditures of families at comparable income levels. 

The Distribution of Family Earnings in 12 Cities 

The most characteristic range of British wage-earner family earnings was 
between $1,200 and $1,599. For French families in Montreal and Quebec it was 
from $800 to $1,199, while the sample of other racial origins in Montreal and 
Winnipeg was mainly concentrated in the lower earnings brackets from $400 to 
$1,199. The great majority of families earned less than $1,600 as may be 
observed from the following percentage distribution statement of earnings for 
6,252 families. 

Table 9.—Proportions of Families in Specified Earnings Ranges 

City 
la iii ii k-s 
in 'lot al 

I'reliminary 

l'ereenta.ge of 1-'ain j)j-s Earning- 

$400-799 $800-1.599 $1 600-2,499 
Sample 

('harlottetown ....................................... 173 2.5-9 45-0 23.1 
Halifax .............................................. 354 172 61.3 21.5 
Saint 	John ........................................... 354 

. . 

.. 

297 53-2 17-I 
Quebec .............................................. 

. 

.593 245 6.3-9 
535 15-3 61.9 1 

British ................................... 314 13-7 63• I 2:1-2 
Other .................................... 	... 209 34-0 51-2 14'8 

339 6-5 47-5 49.0 
463 8-4 61-7 29-9 

Montreal—French .................................... 

London ...... 	..................................... 361 7.8 67-3 249 
Winnipeg—British ................................... 737 

... 

5-7 07 - 1 21 	2 

Ottawa .............................................. 
Tornnt 	.............................................. 

tIther ..................................... 283 

. 

254 U. s-I 
211 7-1 66-4 26-5 Saskaloon ............................................

Edmonton ........................................... 338 

. . 

6-2 71-9 21.9 
Vancouver ........................................... . 

.687 11-4 62-1 265 

Earnings distributions for survey families compared closely with distribu-
tions for the larger list of families in nearly all cases. In most cities, however, 
the final selection yielded a smaller proportion of families in the lowest, earnings 

16 
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group from $400 to $799, a larger proportion in the middle earnings range from 
$800 to $1,599, and slightly less than a proportionate number in the earnings 
range from $1,600 upward. This excess of returns in the middle earnings 
group reflected a more favourable reception to field workers than among families 
at higher earnings levels. The deficiency at low earnings levels was due mainly 
to the discarding of records because of incomplete information. 

Although deficiencies in low and high earnings ranges were compensating 
in effect, family average earnings of the final sample differed somewhat from 
the broader sample. The percentage relation of earnings averages for survey 
families to the preliminary sample is shown in the following statement. 

Table 10.—Family Earnings Averages of Survey Families as a Percentage of 
Corresponding Averages from the Preliminary Sample of 6,252 Familica 

	

Charlottetown ...................................................... 	1038 

	

Halifax ............................................................ 	104'O 

	

Saint John ........................................................ 	1o8•2 

	

Quebec ............................................................ 	I032 

	

Moi,treai—French .................................................. 	106W 1 

	

British ................................................. 	989 

	

Other ................................................... 	1009 

	

Ottawa......................................................... 
 ... 	

920 
Toronto ...........................................................97.5 
Indon ................................ ... ..... ... ............... 83 5 
Winnipeg- -British.......................... ..... ..................93.7 

	

Other ................................................... 	1099 

	

Saskatoon ......................................................... 	939 
Edrnontoii ......................................................... 92 7 

97 1 

Survey earnings averages apparently were slightly high in Quebec and 
Maritime cities, and a little low in Ontario and Western cities, with the 
exception of the Winnipeg group of foreign origin. Only in the case of London, 
however, did the difference in the two averages exceed 10 p.c. Presumably 
London expenditure averages shown following are somewhat too low to reflect 
average conditions. 1)ilTcrences shown between the two sets of earnings averages 
should be borne in imnd when comparing expenditure data presented in later 
sections These are not sufficiently large, however, in any city to make sig-
tii1itItIt (liffcr(nces in family living expenditure patterns. 

Urban Wage-earner Family Characteristics according to Cities 

kxift'nditure data indicated that the principal budget outlays of wage-
earner families were affected not only by income but by size of family, 
cot1(litionS of tenure, etc. For this reason, some of the more important family 
attributes observed in the final city samples are worthy of note. 

Family income averages within the sample earnings limits of $450 and 
$2,500 were distributed between $1,571 for Ottawa and $1.200 for Quebec. The 
average number of persons in survey families was fairly consistent, and for 
I•itjsl1 families varied only from 48 in Montreal to 40 in London. Families 
of French origin averaged 56 persons per family in Montreal and 49 in 
Quebec. Home-ownership appeared most prevalent among families in western 
it ies. Almost 48 p.c. of survey families in Winnipeg lived in their own homes, 

anti very similar proportions of 46 p.(. and 44 p.c. in Vancouver and Edmonton, 
rtspec.tively. Temiancy was characteristic of Montreal and Quebec where coin-
paratively few families were home-owners. Car ownership was most common 
alniong survey families in Ontario cities. About 45 p.c. of the Ottawa, Toronto 
it 11(1 1 ondon sample families operated automobiles, as compared with approxi-
mately 30 p.c. of the families in western cities, and about one-fifth in the 
Maci times. 

* Quebec survey families were smaller on the average than indicated by the 1931 Census. 



Table 11.—Comparison of Urban Wage-Earner Family Attributes 	 - 

Montreal Winnipeg 
City Hall- 

fax 
Saint 
John Quebec Ottawa Toronto London Saska- Ed- Van 

town French British Other British Other toon monton couer 

Number of Families ............. ..54 70 78 70 141 69 48 95 129 65 184 45 122 101 168 

Income per Family ........... 	$ 1,356 1,450 1,317 1,200 1,372 1,396 1,320 1,571 1,537 1,302 1,447 1,339 1,449 1,401 1,403 
4-7 4-8 4-5 4.9 58 4.8 5-1 4-5 4-3 40 4-3 4.5 4.3 4.3 4.4 

ChildrenperFamily ............. 2.4 2-5 24 2-8 3-5 2-7 2-9 23 2-2 1-8 2-2 2-4 2.2 22 23 
Ageof Father ................... 39 38 41 38 40 40 40 41 38 40 43 39 40 40 42 

5.3 515 4.8 4-9 5-2 49 5.9 5.3 5-4 4-9 4•7 5-3 4-7 4-8 

Persons per Family ............. ... 

RoomsperPerson ............... 

.. 

. 

8-5 

3-2 1-2 1-0 0-9 1-1 1-0 1-3 1-2 1-3 1-1 1-0 1.2 1-1 1.1 

Rooms per Household ............5-5 

Percentage of Families Owning 

.. 

Homes ........................ 

.12 

27-4 7-7 5-7 6-4 1.5 8-3 17-9 29-5 30-8 47-8 57-8 34-6 43-6 46-4 
Percentage of Families Owning 

. 

MotorCars .................... .29-6 20-0 20-5 1  11-4 9.2 1  15-9 8-3 	1  48-3 42-5 1  44-6 1  30-4 1  24-4 31-9 33-7 29-2 

0 
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City Comparisons of Wage-earner Family Living Expenditures 

The following remarks are concerned with comparisons of (a) average 
living expenditure per family, (b) average living expenditure per person, and 

c average living expenditures in families with annual income ranging from 
200 to $299 per person. This material proizides a starting point for inter-city 
niparisons of family living levels. 

Average family living expenditures showed some notable differences in the 
\elve cities covered by the survey, despite the earnings limit of 8150 and $2,500 
ithin which all families were grouped. Total annual outlay ranged from 
l .541 for Toronto families to $1,215 for those in Quebec. Differences in 

expendIture among British families in the western cities of Winnipeg, Saskatoon, 
Edmonton and Vancouver were comparatively slight, actual outlays varying 
within the narrow limits of $1,429 for Saskatoon families, and $1,410 for those 
in Winnipeg. Expenditure of $1,391 for French families in Montreal was some-
what higher than the $1,215 average for Quebec. survey families in Halifax 
recorded the highest budget outlay of Maritime cities, amounting to $1,468. 
Families of foreign racial origin in Montreal and Winnipeg showed a marked 
similarity in their total expenditures, averaging $1,391 and $1,375 respectively. 

When family expenditures were reduced to a per person basis, some note-
worthy changes in city relationships occurred. Average living expenditures 
ranged from $358 per person for Toronto families with an average of 2.2 
ehildren, to $248 per person for both Montreal and Quebec French families 
with 3-5 and 2-8 children respectively. 

Table 12.—Average Living Expenditures of Urban Wage-Earner Families 

City 
Number 

of 
Inmilies 

Persons 
per 

Family 

Expendi- 
lure per 
Family 

Expendi- 
ture per 
J'ern 

$ $ 

(liarlottetown ....................................... U 47 1,385 295 
70 4-6 1,468 319 

SaintJohn ........................................... t8 4-5 1,282 285 
Queh ............. 

	..................... 

	. 	............... 70 4-9 1,215 248 
Montreal—French ................................... 141 516 1391 248 

4-8 1,394 290 
Other ..................................... 

. 

29 

5.1 1,391 273 
Ottawa. 	..... 	...................................... 4.5 1,530 340 

HaUf,i 	............................................... . 

Toronto ............................................. 

... 

4-3 1,541 358 
London .............................................. 

.. 

.. 

4.0 1.339 335 

Brijahi.................................... 69 

Winnipeg—British ................................... 184 

.48 

4'3 1,410 328 
Other .................................... 

.95 

. 

. 

4-5 1,375 305 
:iskatoon ........................................... 

.65 

122 4-3 1.429 332 
F:lrnonton ........................................... 

.45 

101 43 1,418 330 
\olcouver ........................................... .168 

. 

4'4 1,419 323 

In turning to the principal groups of family living expenditures, similarities 
between cities were more impressive than differences. This was particularly 
true of the basic groups, food, shelter and clothing. Differences were most 
pronounced for transportation and welfare and gift costs. 

Appreciable regional variations occurred within a few expenditure groups. 
Average fuel costs per family, for example, were relatively low in Quebec and 
Montreal, due presumably to the prevalence in these cities of flat dwellings 
heated by stoves. On the other hand, household operation costs for French 
families were relatively high. Transportation costs in Ontario cities were above 
the 12-city average because of the more general use of motor cars by Ontario 
wage-earner families. Average food expenditures per family showed a positive 
relationship to the size of the city, while shelter costs apparently were affected 
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more by income levels than any other observable factor. Marked differences in 
shelter costs still remained when they were computed upon a per person rather 
than upon a per family basis. 

Differences in Proportions of Family Expenditure Devoted 
to Principal Budget Group. 

The consistency of proportions of total family living expenditure used for 
different budget goups may be observed from the following statement. Th 
second figure opposite each budget section has been obtained by subtracting the 
lowest city percentage from the highest city percentage. For example, Montreal 
British origin families spent the largest proportion of total outlay upon food, 
i.e., 348 p.c., while Ottawa families spent the lowest among survey cities, 
i.e., 27-6 P.C. The food figure shown in Column 2 is the difference between 
these percentages. i.e., 7-2 p.c. This was the largest difference, followed by 
housing and transportation, for which the range of city expenditure percentages 
was 6-4 and 6-3 l).C. respectively. The smallest range of 0-6 was for 
personal care expenditure. 

The size of differences cited above was, of course, influenced by the relative 
importance of budget group expenditures in relation to total expenditure. A 
range of 0-6 for personal care which accounted for an average of only 1 7 p.c. 
of total expenditure in all cities indicated a inuch greater degree of varia-
bility than would be the case for an 0-6 range in food expenditures which 
accounted for an average of 31 -9 p.c. of total expenditure for all survey 
families. To obtain an approximate comparison of expenditure variability 
from city to city in each budget. group, the range between high and low city 
percentages was expressed as a proportion of the group average percentage 
expenditure for all cities. This procedure ranked food as the group in which 
expenditure variability was lowest. Other necessity groups including clothing 
and shelter also showed a relatively small degree of variability. The greatest 
amount occurred for welfare and gifts, and transportation expenditures. rç  lie 
relatively wide range of percentages for welfare and gifts was due very largely 
to the unusual proportion of expenditure under this heading for Saint John 
families who were subject to a municipal income tax. 

Table 13.—Family Living Expenditures in 12 Cities Ranked according to Variability 

Budget Group 

Food ............................................................. 
(lot lung ........................................................ 
Shelt .  ............................................................ 
Perso,,uul Care .................................................... 
Recru-uul jun ...................................................... 
J.•-! and Light ................................................... 
Health . ........................................................... 
Hi,us.huuuld Operation ............................................. 
E[ucatj,n and Vocation .......................................... 
Tranpurtatiu Ou ................................................... 
Welfare and Gifts ................................................ 

(a) 58 if Saint John excluded. 

1 2 3 
1 ,su lu to 

Averace Diticrence Column 2 
Expondi- Ji,.t,ween as at 
lure Per- High and I'er- 
centages Low City eent:uge 

for 12 Grotp 
Cities her- 

c.ntutges of 
Column I 

31.0 7-2 2;; 
12-0 3.2 27 
19-2 64 33 
1.7 0.6 35 
5-8 2-4 41 
6.4 36 56 
4.3 2-5 58 
9-1 5-9 65 
1-6 1-2 75 
5.5 f3 113 
2-4 3.1 129 	(a) 
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Comparison of Living Expenditure Patterns for Families with Annual 
Income Ranging from $200 to $299 per Person 

Expenditure patterns discussed in the preceding section naturally were 
affected by variations in average levels of family income in different cities, in 
the present section expenditure patterns at comparable levels of income per 
person are examined in relation to all family " averages, representing all 
families with earnings between $450 and $2,500 during the survey year. The 
group of families with annual income per person ranging from $200 to $299 was 
chosen for this purpose, since it represented the most typical range of family 
income per person. A restricted list of six cities was used in order to maintain 
a minimum of 20 families in each group. 

As noted earlier in the chapter, the range of average living expenditure per 
person in survey cities was from $248 for French families in the Montreal and 
Quebec samples to $358 for families in Toronto, with 9 of the 15 family group 
averages exceeding $300. This comparatively narrow range was influenced by the 
family earnings limits of 450 and $25{X) within which all families were selected, 
and would have been somewhat wider for wage-earner families if no earnings 
limits had been imposed. Census data for 1931 and 1936, however, indicate that 
the increase in this range of city averages would not have been substantial if 
earnings limits had been removed. It has been shown also in the introduction 
of the chapter that a prollouncc(l concentration of family earnings occurred 
between $800 and $1,599, and in only one of 12 cities did more than 30 p.c. 
of the preliminary sample of family earnings fall between $1 ,60() and $2,500. 
It is reasonable, therefore, to consider expenditure per person for the complete 
samples as fairly representative of city average levels for wage-earner families. 
Hence, if average income levels were the cause of substantial differences in 
living standards, this should be observable in comparisons of living expenditure 
patterns of the complete sample and that portion with earnings within the same 
limits for each city, i.e., $200 to $299 per person. However, it must be 
remembered that closely similar living expenditure patterns in different cities 
for families with the same income per ierson form no guarantee of exactly 
comparable living standards. Regional differences in price levels may affect 
the comparison. This might occur, for example, if clothing in the east was 
relatively cheap compared to clothing in the west, while an opposite situation 
existed for certain other groups such as foods. Appreciable (lifferenees in the 
(itv patterns of the $200-299 per person income group is evidence either of 
1if1ent price levels, different, consumption levels, or a combination of the two. 

The third alternative is probably reflected in the high percentage for food 
1tirbtsecl by Saint John faiiilies. Other data pronide evidence of relatively high 
riis in that city co-incidental with lower than average purchases of several 

important foods such as milk and fruits. Further comparisons suggest that the 
high rental percentage for Toronto reflects a high rental level rather than 
unusually high housing standards at this income level. Low percentages for 
fuel iii Quebec and Vancouver were associated with smaller than average fuel 
J)uIcl1mLses, due in the case of Quebec to the extensive use of stoves for heating, 
and in Vancouver to a mild climate and to cheap fuel. A high proportion of 
expenlituic for clothing by Montreal French families suggested an unusual 
emphasis upon apparel, since Montreal is one of the principal centres of clothing 
mnanim tacture in the Dominion. French families also devoted a relatively high 
proportion of expenditure to fit mi ture am I household furnishings, although 
there was no evidence of high prices for these goods in Montreal. 
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Differences in other budget expenditure percentages were generally greater 
than for the groups already mentioned, personal care being a noteworthy excep-
tion. In the case of transportation. these represented considerable variation in 
the prevalence of motor cars and in carfare as between large and smaller cities. 

CFIART 1* 
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POMP, IOWA F",  191001, ON WOO  1.11,00151 	po"',  A100010, 

CLOTHING 	 HEALTH 

.. ..... .. - - . 	. 	.. • -' _.i. 

It would be difficult, however, to relate such differences to material variations 
in physical well-being, and quite impossible to discover in what degree they 
were associated with variations in human satisfactions. They serve to show 
a wide range of emphasis upon non-physical requirements, and also that minor 
differences presumably exist in the case of purchases for the more primary 
physical needs. The instance of low fuel costs in Quebec and Vancouver, 
however, suggested that h'eal conditions may create variations in the l)hysieal 
need for such expenditures. This possibility should he canvassed before 
inferences concerning living standards are drawn from the data which follow. 
- 	

Data from Table 16. 
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Turning to Table 14, showing (lifferenees between expenditure percentages 
in the $200-299 income per person group and those for all families in the sample, 
it is at once apparent that the Montreal French group is differently situated 
from others included. The Montreal French family average expenditure per 
person of $246 for the $200-299 income per person group was almost identical 
with the average expenditure per person of $248 for all families, and so also 
were the corresponding living expenditure patterns. For the other five cities 
the average expenditure per person was from $30 to $12() higher for the 

all family " group, and living experaliture patterns showed appreciable differ-
enees for some expenditure groups. 

The most easily discernible difference was that for foods, percentages in 
the $200-299 per person income group exceeding " all family " percentages by 
ainouiits ranging from 40 for Saskatoon to 64 for Toronto. Tests for Saint 
John and Winnipeg indicated that actual quantities purchased per person in 
the $200-299 per person income group compared favourably with " all family" 
averages in most cases. Differences in food expenditure percentages, therefore, 
must have been in the main, a reflection of differences in income levels between 
the $200-299 per person income group and the " all family " average. They are 
not sufficiently marked to suggest any material differences between average food 
consumption levels in the six cities covered, with the possible exception of 
Montreal. In Montreal the absolute level of food expenditure per person and the 

all family " food expenditure percentages were relatively high. Quantitative 
data on foods compared favourably with most other cities but a lower proportion 
of expenditure was available for remaining budget groups. 

Differences between shelter percentages for " all family " and the $200-299 
income per person groups were mixed. Montreal and Toronto, with the greatest 
differences in income per person, were alone in showing percentages for the 
$200-299 group slightly higher than "all family" percentages. In Saint John 
and the western cities, an opposite relationship occurred. The most reasonable 
explanation for these differences appeared to be a greater flexibility in the 
housing accommodation in the latter group of cities. Similarity of relationships 
for Toronto and Montreal did not mean similar rental levels or housing 
standards in the two cities. The average tenant rental in Toronto was con-
siderably higher than in Montreal and a higher proportion of wage-earners 
lived in owned houses with shelter costs usually above those of tenants with 
comparable income. It is of interest, however, that despite lower average 
rentals, dwellings of Montreal tenants were more completely equipped with 
kitchen sinks, flush toilets and bath tubs than those of Toronto tenants at 
comparable income levels. 

Expenditures for fuel and light and clothing in most eases required slightly 
higher proportions of income from the $200-299 group than from the " all 
family sample. These differences were very narrow and of no apparent 
significance as an indication of consumption differences. The same was true 
of differences for expenses of household operation, furniture, welfare and gifts, 
which took a slightly larger proportion of " all family "living expenditures. 

The only other noteworthy difference in expenditure proportions was for 
transportation costs in Saint John and Toronto, where the all family " percent-
ages were moderately higher than those for the $200-299 income per person group. 
For the former city, however, this was an indication of relatively low trans-
portation costs in the $200-299 group rather than it high average for the city. 
Toronto reported an unusually high proportion of wage-earner families with 
motor cars. 
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The foregoing observations support the conclusion that the average plane 
of living among urban wage-earner families is fairly comparable in different 
parts of Canada. The most marked variations appeared in housing which, 
although primarily related to income, were also related to climate, available 
building materials, and to some extent to regional and racial tradition. 

Table 14.—Differences between Expenditure Percentages for the $200-299 Income 
per Person Group and AU Survey Families 

:tnd 	in I i,- z  It, ,  c200.299 percentage higher or lower than the 'All Family" Percentage) 

- Saint 
John 

Montreal 
French 

Toronto Winnipeg 
British 

Saska- 
toon 

Van- 
couver 

Food ................ 	................... +4-2 —04 +6•4 +4-6 ±4-0 +4-3 
Shelter ................................. -09 +0-6 +0-3 —1-9 —2.4 —1.8 
Fuel and 	Light. ......................... ±0-3 0.0 +16 +0-6 +1-1 ±0-2 
Clothing ............................... +12 +0.6 +0-5 00 01 ±01 
Household Operation ................... -0-3 —0-7 —1-9 —0.6 —1-5 —1-3 
Health ................................. 

.. 

-0.7 +0-1 —06 +08 0-0 +0-9 
PerMonal 	Care .......................... 

.. 

.. 

+0•l 0-0 +0-3 +0-2 +0-1 01 
Transportation... ...................... 

.. 

-2-7 +0-4 —5.0 —0-8 —0.8 —1.3 
Recreation ............................. +0-2 —0.7 —06 —1'1 0-0 —0-7 
Education. Vocation .................... -0-1 

.. 

.. 

.. 

+0-3 —0.1 —0-7 +0-3 +0-1 
Welfare, 	(;ifts .......................... -1-3 

.. 

—0-2 —0-8 —11 —07 —0-6 .. 

.. 

.. 

Acrage lpendlture per Peison—  
All 	Families.. ................... 	$ 285 218 558 328 332 323 
S200-?99 Income Group ......... $ 257 246 239 2411 261 248 

Compare with Tables 15 and 16 on Pages 25-26. 
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'lalilt- 13.—l)i,-trihtiii,,i, of I rlian ' i ztge-Eariii-r I aniiI 	Lis ing 

(200-299 Income per Person Group for Specified ('kiss) 

Saint 'Montreal Saint I Montreal Toronto  Winnipeg 
Budget Groups 	 J0 	(Fr.) 	Toroato Winnipeg  SaskatoonVancouve 	John 	(Fr.) 	 (Br.) 

PEReZ NTAGES DOLLAR Avziuos 

Food ........ 	..... 	..... 	...... 479-3 488-1 420-0 448.1 417.4 428-8 37.3 336 35-8 232 340 
228-0 288.2 243-6 225-0 202-8 218-7 17.8 18-5 208 17.7 165 

Fuel and 	Light .... 	............... 107-7 79'9 05-9 106-8 1100 66.5 8-4 5-5 82 8-4 9.0 
('tithing 156-1 207-3 134-8 1380 1358 129.1 122 143 115 10-9 111 
Household Operation 802 139-8 782 88-0 105-4 99-0 6 3 97 67 7-0 86 
Health ......... 	.............. 	.... 536 64-4 37-4 62-9 63-0 63-6 4-2 4-4 3 2 50 51 

21-0 

.. 

24-7 23-3 25-0 20-3 198 1-6 17 20 20 1-7 

Shelter ........................... 	... 

Transportation ... 	................ 378 

.. 

60-0 48-0 68-5 34-2 73-2 2-5 4-1 4-1 5-4 2-8 
Recreation...... ................. 64-I 64-4 58-5 676 88-8 65-4 5-0 44 50 5'3 7.2 
Education and \oeation ........... 13-7 

.. 

29-7 10-5 16-9 22-0 23-1 1-1 2-1 0 9 1-3 1-8 

Personal ('are .... 	......  .... 	...... 

Welfare and Gifts .................. 46-7 
.. 
.. 
.. 

24-9 21-0 23 3 26-7 26-2 3-6 1-7 1 	-. 18 2-2 

Total .... 	............ . 1,288-2 

.. 

1,451-3 1,171-2 1,2087 1,220-4 1,213-4 100-0 	100-0 100-0 	110-S IWl 

P0 
U' 



Table 16.—Distribution of Urban and Wage-Earner Family Living Expenditures 

($450-2,590 Family }arnIngs Range for AU Survey Cities) 

Char- 	 Montreal 	 Winnipeg 
Budget Group 	 lotte- 	Halifax 	Saint- 	Quebec 	 Ottawa Toronto London 	 Basics- Edmon- 	Van- 

town 	 John 	 French I British  I Other 	 British Other 	toon 	ton 	nouver 

Dou.sa Ava.saaa 

390-5 4375 	424-0 359-5 472-4 485-1 482-9 421-2 454-4 380-7 430.9 4568 429-3 419-0 439-5 
233-5 3262 	2393 2334 2494 2454 2752 356-9 3157 258-9 276-2 2462 2704 269-7 278-5 
1197 1172 	1033 60-7 770 88-9 706 1014 1016 109-4 1100 103-6 112-0 787 74-9 
1715 1594 	1411 1427 1905 1021 185-4 1661 169-4 148-9 153-6 1616 160-1 1629 149-0 
1401 120-1 	55-0 152-0 1435 99-8 1249 125-5 133-3 128-0 108-7 100-3 143-2 130-2 135-7 
70-5 67-4 	63-4 70-6 904 50-6 46-4 828 59-1 57-6 596 49-8 72-5 68-9 62-8 
28-5 245 	19-8 19 0 23-6 22-8 24-2 23-1 28-5 26.1 25-9 24-2 23-4 24-0 24-1 
749 62-3 	66-5 53-5 51-9 93-8 53-6 99-7 140-0 10618 88-0 104-4 51-7 109-4 103-2 
90-9 94-4 	61-2 63-4 70-7 79-8 83-7 91-9 85-9 82-5 90-6 75-4 103-3 98.7 86-6 
21-0 11-5 	15-1 21-1 25-5 14-5 19-9 21-4 15-2 13-0 27-8 23-8 21-7 21-6 25-1 
43-5 47.4 	63-3 27-2 26-5 32-8 24-6 39-7 39-9 28-8 41-1 28-5 41-6 34-9 40-0 

1,384-6 11 4471 1 1 282-0 1,215-1 

1  
1,311-4 

1  
1,369-6 1,311-4 1,531-7 1,341-9 1,338-7 1,4164 1,274-6 1,421-2 1,418-4 1,411-4 

PaBcaa-rAGrs 

Food ................................. 28-2 29-8 33-1 32-I 34-0 34-8 34-7 27-6 29-5 28-4 30-6 33-2 30-0 29-5 31-0 Shelter ............................... 16-9 22-2 18-7 19-4 17-9 17-6 19-8 23-3 20-5 19-2 19-6 17-9 18-9 19-0 19-6 Fuel and Light ........................ 8 5 8-0 8-I 5-0 5-5 8-2 5-1 6-6 6-8 8 2 7-8 7-5 7-9 5-5 5-3 Clothing .............................. 12-4 10-9 11-0 11-7 13-7 13-I 13-3 10-9 11-0 111 10-9 11-8 112 11-5 10.5 
Household Operation. ................. 

- 

10-1 8-2 6-6 12-5 10-4 7-2 90 8.2 8-6 9-8 7-6 7-3 10-1 8-2 9-5 Health ............................... 

- -- 

5-1 

. 

4-6 4-9 5-8 4-3 3-6 3-3 5-4 3-8 4-3 4-2 36 5-I 4-9 4-4 Personal Care ......................... 2-1 

. 

1-7 1-5 1-6 1-7 1-6 1-7 1-5 1-7 1-9 1-8 1-8 1-8 17 1-7 
5-4 4-2 5-2 2-8 3-7 6-7 3.9 0-5 9-1 8-0 6-2 7-5 3-8 7-7 7-3 Recreation ............................ 6-6 

.. 

6-4 4-8 5-2 5-I 5-7 6-0 6-0 5-6 6-2 8-4 5-5 7-2 7-0 6-1 Education and Vocation ............... 

-- 

1-5 

.. 

0-8 1-2 1-7 1-8 1-I 1-4 1-4 1-0 1-0 2-0 1-7 1-5 1-5 1-8 

Transportation ................ 	-------- 
-- 

-- 

3-1 3-2 4-9 2-2 1-9 2-4 I-S 2-6 2-6 2-I 2-9 2-1 2-9 2-5 2-8 Welfare and Gifts----------------------- 

Total -------------------- 	- ill-I 100-I 100-0 101-9 ill-I ill-S ill-S Ill-I 116-I 180-I 111-I ill-I ill-S Ill-S ill-I 

P0 

Fond ................. 	............... 

Shelter............................... 
Fuel and Light....................... 
Clothing ............................. 
Household Operation ................ .. 
1-lenith ............................... 
Personal (are ......................... - 

Triuportcttion ............ ............ 
Recreation.. ....... ................. 
Education and Vocation............... 
Welfare and Gifts..................... 

Total ..................... 

0 

rZI 
4. 
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Tests of Family Expenditure Variability 

Expenditures of individual families in Montreal and Winnipeg for certain 
expenditure groups and for savings were examined to observe the extent of 
variations within the complete sample and in the $200-299 income per person 
group. Food, shelter, clothing and recreation were used along with savings for 
this purpose. Standard deviations from expenditure averages were computed, 
indicating the range in dollars within which approximately two-thirds of 
individual family expenses were located on either side of the group average. The 
en-efficients of variation were then computed expressing the standard deviation 
as a percentage of expenditure averages. This procedure yielded the following 
results :- 

Table 17.—Measures of Variability in Family Living Expenditures 

Expenditure Averages Co-efficient8 of Variation 

Montreal-French Winnipeg-British Montreal-French Vinnipeg-British 

Budgot Group $200-299 $200-299 8200-299 8200-299 
AU 

Families 
per 

Person 
All 

Families 
per 

l'eron 
All 

Families 
per 

Person 
All 

Families 
per 

Person 
Income Income Income Income 

$ $ $ $ P.C. P.C. P.C. PA 

Food—Weekly 
Shelter—Annual 
Clothing—Annual 
Recreation—Annual 
Savings—Annual 

10.0 
249.4 
190.5 
70.7 

149.0 

10.8 
268.2 
207.3 
64.4 

159.9 

9.3 
276.2 
153.6 
90.8 

151.5 

10.0 
225.0 
138.0 
67.6 

107,5 

36.1 
39-6 
558 
790 
757 

29-9 
420 
53-9 
77.6 
68-4 

365 
44-5 
534 
655 
83.0 

329 
41.0 
46-1 
620 
720 

It will be observed that co-efficients of variation were slightly lower for the 
$200-299 income per person groups than for the "all family" groups with the 
exception of shelter costs for Montreal French families. The relationship in this 
instance was reversed by a smal.l number of cases in the $200-299 group with 
annual shelter costs in excess of $400 a year, although there was a prnnounccd 
concentration between $200 and $249. Variability was lowest in food expendi-
tures, with shelter next, and clothing highest among the budget groups represent-
ing physical needs. All three were lower than recreation and savings which 
showed successively greater degrees of variation. Differences between Montreal 
French and Winnipeg British families generally were not large. However, 
Montreal co-efficients of variation for recreation were noticeably higher than 
those for Winnipeg, although actual recreation cxlwn(liture percentages for 
Winnipeg families were materially higher than those for Montreal families. 



CHAPTER III 

FAMILY FINANCING 

A statement of goods and services purchased in any given period does not 
provide an accurate gauge of a family's level of living. Some families habitually 
strain credit resources to the limit, while others adjust their levels of living to 
make provision for the future and may continue to (10 50 in the face of repeated 
reductions in income. Some families are faced with unlooked for outlays due 
to sickness or accidents while others receive equally unexpected windfalls of 
cash from legacies, insurance policies, or gifts. Expenditure statements, there-
fore, become more revealing when viewed against the background of a complete 
record of change in family financial position during the period. 

To make such a statement it is necessary to balance against each other 
all debit. and credit items resulting from transactions (luring the statement 
period, the year ending September 30, 1938, in the present instance. This pro-
cedure results in the grouping of strange bed-fellows . Among the credit 
entries, additions to bank savings appear alongside of I)ayments  on debts 
incurred prior to the survey year. The latter are considered as saved from 
current income. Among the debit entries, unpaid balances due on merchandise 
purchases, medical l)ills, etc., are grouped with reductions in bank savings, sales 
of property, and trade-in allowances. From a financial point of view, the last 
three items represent a depletion of assets, considered as tantamount to borrow-
ing from a fund of past savings instead of from a loan company. 

In the first section following, families have been grouped to show the 
proportions reporting debit and saving.s balances for the survey year. These 
proportions are shown for cities and family income groups. In the second and 
third sections, debit and savings items are examined under the headings of gross 
debt and gross savings. Further distinctions are made between saving from 
current income to pay for past outlays and saving for the future, Likewise 
gross debt is broken down to show withdrawals from past saving separate from 
debt which involves repayment commitments out of future income. 

From the data outlined above it is possible to consider family finances 
from several angles. The primary object has been to gain some idea of the net, 
improvement, or deterioration of family economic posit ton. This (00 he obtained 
by balancing all debit items, i.e.. s .Vy year loans and credit outstanding, sales 
of prol.erty, reductions in bank balances, and trade-in allowances against all 
savings items, i.e., purchases of propert.y and securities, increases in bank 
balances, life insurance payments, and payments on debts incurred prior to the 
survey year. It is also possible to consider separately debits which involve 
repayment comimutments, in relation to net savings which strengthen the families' 
financial position for the future, i.e., those items customarily considered as 
savings in relation to ordinary debts. 

Proportions of Families Reporting Debit and Savings Excesses 
Approximately one family in every three reported a clel.it excess over 

savings, i.e.. a net increase in debits during the survey year ending September 30, 
1938. Practically all the remainder ended the year with a net increase in 
savings. Although proportions of families with debit increases generally became 
smaller at higher income levels, city proportions of families with debit. and 
savings excesses bore no close relationship to city averages of family income. 
In Saint .John. where family income was somewhat below an average for the 

23 
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12 survey cities, only 192 p.c. of families reported debit excesses. In Quebec 
('ity where earnings averages were also comparatively low, 456 p.c. of families 
recorded debit excesses. In Ottawa and Toronto in which earnings levels were 
above average, 379 and 27 1 p.c. of families respectively, showed net debit 
increases. These figures reflected a different attitude towards the use of credit 
either by wage-earner families or by merchants of the various cities. In Ottawa, 
for example, where credit accounts are easy to establish, debit increases were 
numerous despite the relatively high earnings levels of survey families. 

Table 18.—Percentages of Families Reporting Financial Positions Les. Favourable, 
Unchanged or Improved 

Percentage of Families Reporting- 

City Net Budget Net 
Delit. Ilalaticed Savings 

Increase to within Increase 
one p.c.) 

P.0 P.C. P.C. 
Charlottetown .............. 	.................... 	................. .50.0 19 48.1 
halifax ....... 	........ 	......................................... 434 - 566 

19 2  05 743 
46 15 529 
39.0 2.1 589 

flritinh ................................................ 285 29 70.6 
Other .......... 	....................................... 68.1 31.9 

Ottawa ..... 	....... 	...... 	... 	................................... 37.9 - 621 
luri'nto ....... 	................................................ 27.1 1.0 713 

SaintJohn ........................................................ 
... 

385 

... 

1.5 600 

Quib ... .......... 	. ........................ . ..................... ..... 
ihiint real—French ................................................... 

Winnipeg—British ......... ....................................... 26 6 

... 

Il 72.3 

... 

... 

... 

-  55.6 
Maskatoop ................................................. 	...  .... 336 1.0 55.4 

1 .oiidon ....... ......... ... 	..... 	........................ ............ 

Edmonton ....................................................... 38.6 2.0 594 

Other......................................................

Vancouver .... 	..... 	....... 	..................................... 361 

... 

... 

31 608 
... 
... 

. 313 17 121 All Families .... .... 	...... 	........................... 

Financial Position in Relation to Income 

The proportion of families showing net debit increases tended to decline at 
progressively higher levels of income per person. 	Almost 50 p.c. of families 
with annual income of less than $200 per person reported debit increases during 
the year. 	This ratio declined irregularly to 217 p.c. in the $500-599 income 
per person group and to 246 l).C. in the group with income of $600 or more 

Table 19.—Percentages of Families Reporting Net Debit and Savings Increases 
at Progressive Levels of Income per Person 

Net Budget Net 
Family Income per Person Debit Balanced Savings 

Increase (to one InCrease 
p.c.) 

$ 	1-199 ............................. 	 ............................. 498 4.9 	43.3 
200-299 .......................................................... 37.5 18 	50-7 
300-399 .......................................................... 388 10 	60.2 
400-499 .......................................................... 28.0 04 	710 
500-599  

.. 

.. 

1.8 	76.5 
too±.... 	........... 	................ 	.... 	.... 	........ 	.... 24.6 

.. 

.. 

-. 	75.4 ..

363 17 	120 All 	FamilIes .......... 	........................ 

Although a high proportion of low-income families added to debits, the 
amounts were usually small. Of the 498 p.c. reporting debit increases in the 
group with less than $200 per person, 340 p.c. reported amounts of $100 or 
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DEBIT AND CREDIT BALANCES OF URBAN 
WAGE-EARNER FAMILIES AT PROGRESSIVE 
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less per family. As income per person increased, proportions of families with 
fairly large net debit increases also moved higher. Increases of $300 or more 
per family occurred for only 35 P.0 of families with income per person of less 
than $200 a year, as compared with 92 p.c. of families with $600 or more per 
person. This same tendency was apparent to a lesser extent among families 
reporting net savings. 

As income per person increased, the distribution of families on the savings 
side of the ledger remained comparatively normal, with gradual decreases in 
the proportion of families in successively higher savings brackets. On the debit 
side, however, the distribution of families became decidedly irregular. The wide 
differences in net savings and debits reported within narrow income ranges 
reveals more strikingly than living expenditure patterns the importance of 
personal preferences in determing family living expenditures. As might be 
expected, these differences become more pronounced at progressively higher 
levels of income per person. 

Table 20.-Summary of Debit and Savings Balance, at Progressive Income per 
Person Level,' 

Percentages of Families Reporting Net Debit 
Increases o - 

Family Income per Person 	
All 	t2I 	 I 	I 	I $100- 	II- 

Amounts I 	499 	I 	399 	I 	299 	I 	199 	I 	99 

Under $200 ................................... 
200-299 ........................................
300-399 ...................................... 
400-499 ...................................... 
600-599 .......  .... ....................... 
600 ...... 	..............  ................ 

37 .5 
..498 

..38.8 

21.7 
..286 

246 

05 
14 
13 
I•7 
2.7 
4.6 

2.0 
02 
110 
- 

0•9 
- 

1.0 
1.6 
2-1 
21 
- 

46 

4 9 
5! 
4.2 
4.2 
3.6 
3.1 

74 
7.1 
8.6 
54 
2-7 
$9 

340 
22•l 
21.6 
15.2 
118 
6-1 ..

813 15 97 88 6.9 3.7 59.0 All Fmwe 	............................. 

Percentages of Families Reporting Net Savings 
Inciesses of- 

Family Inoom. per Person 
$1- 	$100- 	$200- 	$300- 	$400- 	 All 
99 	199 	299 	399 	499 	 Amount, 

	

tinder $200 ....................................3S9 	4.4 	j.( 	05 	- 	0-5 	45•3 

	

200-299 ...................................... ..38-9 	17-4 	32 	12 	- 	- 	60.7 

	

00-399 .......................................31.5 	18.7 	76 	l8 	0-3 	0-3 	602 

	

400-499 ........................................252 	240 	14-3 	4.6 	1-7 	1-2 	71-0 

	

500-599 .......................................204 	59.7 	13-6 	6-4 	4•5 	I-S 	76•5 

	

600+ ....................  ... ...... .............6.2 	339 	13.9 	13.8 	62 	123 	75.4 

	

AM FastlUss ............................. 13.3 	17.7 	7.3 	2-8 	1.0 	1-1 	53.0 

Families at low income per person levels used credit to a lesser extent than 
more favourably situated families and, of course, could not generally finance 
the purchase of motor cars, new homes, etc. Debit increases for this type of 
purchase became considerably more numerous in the $200-299 and $300-399 
income per person group. The tendency was sufficiently pronounced in the 
latter group to check the rise in average net savings per family at this point. 

For percentages of balanced budgets see Table 19, Page 29. 
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Average net debits or net savings at progressive levels of income per person 
may be observed in the following statements. Debit items have been sum-
marized under two headings, (a) debt increases, i.e., increases in credit and 
loans outstanding, and (b) decreases in assets such as bank balances, securities, 
etc. The average increase in debt per family was quite pronounced between the 
$100-199 and $200-299 income per person groups. In the middle income range, 
centring around $400-499 per person, the average debt increase per family 
showed a slight tendency to decline, but averages above that level continued 
upward. The check to increasing debt in the middle income range was due to 
lower amounts of credit outstanding. Withdrawals from assets rose steadily at 
progressive income levels. 

Table 21.-Family Grosst Debits at Progressive Levels of Family Income per Person 
(1,135 British Families) 

Income per Person i 	$100- 1 	$200- 1 	$.300- I 	$400- I 	$500- 1 $600+ 1 	All 
199 1 	299 1 	399 1 	499 599 j Families 

Dowcn AvEitoEs 

New credit and loans outstanding ........ 57.3 77.6 88.2 I 	82.1 84.5 132.3 I 	81.8 

Decrease in assets ........................ 8.3 

.. 

24.4 45.7 62.9 68.5 115.1 44.6 

Total ........................ . 63 6 

.. 

102 0 133.9 145.0 153.0 247,4 121.4 

Table 22.-Family Grosst Savings at Progressive Levels of Income per Person 
(1,135 BrItish Families) 

Income per Person $100- $200- $300- $400- $500- I $600+ All 
199 299 399 499 599 Families 

DOLLAR AVEBAOE3 

Life Insurance Premiums ................. 37-4 	60-2 I 75.21 997 109-7 144-3 77.7 
Old Debt re-payments (incurred prior to! 

. 
I I 

October 	1, 	1937)..................... 22.9 	34.1 42.1 	I 50.7 37.9 83.8 41.2 
Bank Savingsand Investments ......... .... 3.5 	12.4 19.5 46.1 71.8 91.6 29.4 

Total ...... 	. 	.... 	.. 	... 	.... 63.8 	106.7 	136 8 196.5 	219.4 319 7 148.3 

Table 23.-Financial Balance of British Families at Progressive Levels of Family 
Income per Person 

(Minus indicates average net debt increase, plus indicates net savings increase) 

Income per Person $1 $200- $300- $400- $500- $600+ All 
199 299 391) 499 599 Fami1ies 

Numberof families ... ............. ...... . 

1.8 

320 312 220 106 61 1135 

Change in financial status ............... $ 

.114 

+4.7 +2.9 +51.5 +66.4 +72.3 +21.9 

• Includes 2 families with incomes from 81-99 per person. 
Related only to expenditure and savings in the survey year. ended September 30, 1938. These 

figures do not include earlier debts or savings. 
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Paralleling the rise on the debit side of the balance sheet, considerably 
sharper increases were recorded for savings, including life insurance premiums, 
bank savings and investment increases, and amounts repaid on old debts. Life 
insurance premiums were the most important, with debt repayments coming 
second, and bank savings third. It is of note that reported debt repayments on 
accounts incurred prior to October 1, 1937, averaged only $412 as compared 
with $81 .8*  for new debts outstanding as the year closed. Life insurance 
premiums and savings increased rapidly as income per person advanced, but the 
corresponding rise in debt repayments was more gradual and less regular. 

It is realized that a considerable proportion of life insurance payments are 
for risk. It has been impossible, however, to distinguish between the risk and 
investment elements involved, so that savings averages are really too large by 
the amount of risk represented in life insurance premium payments. On the 
other hand, debt repayments may be somewhat understated. That item over 
a perio(I of time must balance new debts outstanding, but as already noted the 
latter were reported as considerably larger. An understatement of debt repay-
ment would tend to balance the risk element in insurance savings. Omissions 
from asset decreases and new savings appear about equally likely. hence the 
net results of debt-savings comparisons may be considered as reasonably 
accurate. 

GROSS DEBT INCREASES 
Questions concerning debt were limited to transactions during the survey 

year ending September 30, 1938. In the section following only additions to 
gross debt during this period are examined. The same families may report 
savings items such as life insurance preinituns or property purchases co-inci-
dental with increases in indebtedness due to merchandise purchases, medical 
care, etc. The net financial position of survey families, including records of 
withdrawals from savings has already been considered, and the present reference 
is to debt items alone. Since only those debts incurred during the survey year 
are considered, data presented do not show total debts of survey families. 

The average new debt accumulation by British wage-earner families during 
the survey year was $82. For French families in Montreal and Quebec this amount 
averaged slightly higher at $85. Credit on goods and services obtained in 1938 
accounted for close to three-fourths of this increase, while loans macic up the 
remainder. This ratio was fairly consistent for the majority of cities, although 
merchandise credit amounted to as high as 90 p.c. of the average debt increase 
of Montreal families, and as low as 60 p.c. for those of Toronto. 

Medical services and purchases of household furniture and equipment were 
mainly responsihie for credit obtained (luring the survey year. Approximately 
(inc-third of British wage-earner families showed indebtedness as a result of 
medical care, and the average amount per family of $13 formed 16 p.c. of all 
new debts. New credit outstanding on furniture averaged $9 per family, and 
other furnishings and equipment $13, the combined amounts accounting for 
more than one-fourth of all debt increases. Although less than 6 p.c. of British 
families reported indebtedness for motor car purchases in 1937-38, this item 
ranked next to medical care and furnishings as a proportion of total credit, and 
amounted to 10 p.c. of all new debt increases. 

Credit purchases of furniture and other household equipment formed almost 
ni-third of total debt increases shown by families of French origin. Clothing 

:iiiolIfltC(l for Ii p.c., medical care 10 p.c., and motor ear purchases only 4 p.c. 
The atiiotint of new loans outstanding was similar for both race groups, with 
Freiah families averaging a slightly smaller amount borrowed on insurance, 
hut greater loans from other sources. 

* 1937 was the most prosperous year since the depression of 1929-33, and conditions then 
affected income in 1938. It would be reasonable to expect an increase in credit purchases under 
such conditions, particularly after a series of comparatively lean yeals. 
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Table 24.-Composition of Urban Wage-Earner Family Gross Debt Increases 

1,135 BrItish Famflleg 211 French Families 

Per- Amount Per- Per- Amount Per- 
centage per centage centage per eeut:ige 

of Fain ily of To tat of Fern ihy of 'Intel 
Frnilies (1.135 Debt Fain thea (211 1 )ebt 
Reporting Families) Increases Reporting Families) Increases 

$ S 

10-0 2.8 3-4 171 7.4 8-7 
165 45 5.5 20-4 9.4 11-0 
16-1 8.6 105 25-6 16.5 19-4 
23-3 12.9 158 128 10.3 12-1 
5-7 8.2 10.0 2-8 3.6 4.2 

32-0 13.2 1111 25-6 8.5 100 
21-8 8.9 100 9.5 3.7 4.4 

- 59 1 72.2 1 1 - 59.4 69-8 

8-5 9.7 11-9 	11 10-9 7.9 9.3 
6-1 13.0 15-9 5-2 17.8 20-9 

- 22.7 27-8 - 25.7 30-2 

76-0 81.8 IN-I U-I 85.1 iN-I 

CREDST 

G roceries ............................... 
C'ktiiing............................... 
Furniture .............................. 
other 1-urnnhings and Equipment ..... 
_¼Ut 	iuiuhiihc ........................... 
Med ia1 Care ........................... 
Other .................................. 

Total Credit ............... 

LOAN3 

Borrowed on Insurance ................. 
Other Sources .......................... 

Total Loans ............... 
Total Debt Increase ....... 

Credit in Relation to Family Income per Person 

Changes in the income position of wage-earner families naturally affect the 
extent to which credit can be used to secure desired goods and services. It will 
be observed from the following table that the types of merchandise and services 
for which credit is obtained likewise show noticeable differences with changes in 
income. Medical care accounted for close to 30 p.c. of the average increase 
in credit during the survey year for families with incomes between $100 and 
$199 per person. Groceries comprised 23 p.c., and clothing another 11 p.c. As 
the income position of wage-earner families improved, the proportions of total 
credit formed by these items showed a decided drop. For families with incomes 
of $600 and over per person, medical care constituted only 73 p.c. of all new 
ere(lit outstanding, while grocery accounts were reduced to a fractional per-
centage of 0-2, and clothing (IroJ)ped to 34. 

In contrast to the smaller proportions of credit at higher income levels on 
the above goods and services, increasing amounts of indebtedness were noted as 
a result of purchases of motor cars, and household furniture and equipment. 
Debt incurred from motor car purchases during the survey year formed only 
1-4 p.c. of the total c.redit increases of families with incomes between $100 and 
$199 per person. However, for those with incomes of $600 and over per person, 
this item comprised 33 p.c. of new credit outstan(ling. Credit obtained on 
household furniture and equipment constituted the largest item in all income 
groups with the exception of that from $100 to $199 per person. In this group 
it formed 164 p.c. of the total, but rose sharply to 371 p.c. in the $200-299 

group, and at the $600 and over income per person level it comprised 45 p.c. 
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Table 25.—Distribution of Credit at Progressive Levels of Income per Person 

(1,135 BritIsh Fsmllles) 

Income per Person $600+ Average 

P.C. P.C. P.C. P.C. P.C. P.C. P.C. 
ccriea .......................... 22-9 o7 2-8 22 07 02 47 
thing .... 	...................... 11-4 0.8 5-9 108 97 34 7•6 
niturcand Furnishings .......... 16-4 371 372 38-5 29.7 452 36-4 
omobile ........................ 

.. 

14 

.. 

31 162 175 23.1 32-9 139 
heal Care ......... ............. 28-5 293 217 183 24.6 7•3 22.3 
icr .............................. 194 170 162 12.7 12.2 110 15-1 

0-a................T 	i 	P.C. 100.0 

.. 

.. 

100.0 100.0 100.0 110.0 100.0 100.1 
$ 42.8 

.. 

.. 

51.2 61-3 60.0 56.6 101.2 59.1 

____________________ w Credit Outstanding as Per- - 
sotageof Income ................ . 46 44 4.5 3.7 31 45 4-1 

CHART 3 
It 

DISTRIBUTION OF NEW CREDIT OUTSTANDING 

AT [.0W AND HIGH INCOME PER PERSON LEVEI..S 

AMOUNT PER FAMILY 
	PERCENTAGE OFTOTAL NEW CREDIT 

0 	20 	30 	40 
	

50 0 	tO 	20 	30 	40 

1 u 
U 

IL 

Nc 

GROCER/ES 

CLOTH///6 

FURN/TIJRC 
FURN/S//I/Y 

MOTOR 
CAR 

MEDICAL 
CARE 

OTHER 

Families with incomes oFloO-I99 per person 
$600 or more per person 

"Obteined during the year ending September 301938 and siII otstandin on that date. 

Debt Increases in Relation to Certain Family Attributes 

Wage-earner family debt increases were examined in relation to size of 
family, and age of father. This analysis does not give the complete picture of 
the amount of debt incurred by different types of wage-earner families, but 
provides a record of relationships between debt and two factors having a direct. 
hearing UOfl it. 

l3996-3 
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Size of Family 
Aklitions to accounts outstanding during the survey year were greatest 

Thing families with large numbers of children. Between one and five child 
faiiii!ics there was an average difference of $31 per family. The amount of 
ii'ndit and loans outstanding reported by British families with one child averaged 
$70, while families with five children showed an average of $101. 

Table 26.—New Credit and Loans Outstanding According to Number of Children 
per Family 

(1.135 BritIsh Families) 

Number (It ('huldren 	 1 2 3 4 5 

.'rage Cross Debt Increase per Family .......$ 	70 81 78 85 101 
'L'centare of Family Net Income ............ ...... 5.0 5.5 5.4 5.7 7.3 

.4 ge of Father 
An inverse relationship was observed between the amount of debt increase for 

-iirvey families and the ages of family heads. Families in which the father's age 
i'ent,red around 30 years reported new credit and loans outstanding averaging 
$92. This amount dropped steadily to $58 for the group of families in which the 
niie of the father was between 55 and 64 years. This tendency apparently was 
&'l:tted to the advancing ages of the children as well, who became less of a 

ii iianrimtl burden as they approached maturity, and were able to contrilmute to 
nmnu!v income in some cases. 

'Fable 27.—New Credit and Loans Outtanding According to Age of Father 

(1119 British Families) 

of 	Father ................... 	. 	........................... 
'crage Age 	of 	Children ........... ......................... 

..25-34 35-44 

9 

4544 	55-64 

13 	16 
rningsof Wife and Children ...............................$ .3 43 87 	158 

djt and Loans 

.5 

Outstanding—Actual Amount ........................... $ 92 75 72 	58 
—PercentageofNetlncome ................ .70 51 4'7 	4.0 

,dli.' wjili f:ii1r under 25. and 3 above 64 yearsof age. 

GROSS SAVGS INCREASES 

.\ 0(1(1 marli&'r. gross savings of wage-earner families from current income 
iwlu led bank savings and investments, life insurance pretlijumns, and repay- 

iits of debts incurred prior to the survey year. This last item was considered 
being saved from current income. Gross savings for British families averaged 
8 per family, and for French families $138. More than one-half of the 

live amount for British families consisted of life insurance premiums, 
nil about 28 p.c. was comprised of debt repayments. Increases in bank 
nuances and purchases of stocks, bonds, annuities, etc., accounted for the 

1'e iiiainder of close to 20 p.c. The gross savings of French families showed 
higher proportion for life insurance premiums and less for debt repayments 

I1II I itIVtSit incimts. 
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Table 28.—Composition of G ross * Savings of Urban Wage-Earner Families 

1135 BritIsh FamIlies 211 French Families 

l'ercent- 	Averi- 	I'erca-nt- Percent 	Average 	I'econt- age1 Amount, Amount. 	age of Farnilier ami u.s 	 age of 
for 1135 	Gross 

Report- 
for 211 	Gross Rport- 

Families 	Savings Fiunilies 	Savings 
ing ing  

$ $ 
12-2 12-0 81 81 8-6 6'2 
1-9 1-2 0-8 1-4 3-3 2-4 
1.1 2-7 1-8 - - - 

28-8 11-2 7-6 14-7 12-4 9.0 
5.5 2-3 1-5 14 0-3 0-2 

- 26-4 118 - 24-6 us 

878 77-7 52-4 	905 8-4) SI -S 
46-7 41-2 27-8 	33-7 

tN-I 	- 

28-6 20-7 

— 1483 138-2 1611 

SAvisos AND 1NVErdENTS 
Lir-ase in bank balance ............... 
I'iirchase of stocks and bonds .......... 

Purchase of property ................... 
Purchase of annuities, pensions, etC ...... 

Other .... 	........................... 

Total ...................... 
I lIe insurance preuiiune .............. 
Debt repay inients ..................... 

Gross Savinea ............... 

From current income only. 

Gross Savings in Twelve Cities 

Gro-s -avings ranged from $181 per family in Ottawa to $96 for families 
of foreigni racial origin in Montreal. However, the proportions of total net 
income going into savings showed a marked similarity in the majority of cities, 
and for British and French families varied within a narrow range between 
11 •6 p.c. in Charlottetown and 9-5 l).c. in Saint. ,John. Families of foreign 
racial origin in Montreal and Winnipeg showed somewhat lower ratios of 
savings to total net income, and averaged 73 and 81 p.c. respectively. 

Table 29.—.Citv Comparison of Wage-Earner Family Gross Savings 

(ity 

ross 
Savings 

per 
Family 

Percent-
age of 
F',ttiilv 

Not 
Income 

$ 
(lnar1c,t tet,wn ................................................................. 157 11 -B 
halifax ....................................................................... 158 10-9 

i IiiIt 	John ....................................................... 	............. 
.. 

126 9-5 
Quit ic........................................................................ .117 9-7 
Montrtitl—Frercli ............................................................. 149 10-9 

—British ............................................................. 134 9-6 
. 

7.3 
Ottinva .................................................... 	................... 181 11.5 
lorontri ...... 	............................................................... 151 98 
1 .oiiili,ii ..... 	............................................. 	................... 146 

. 

11.2 

—Other ........................................... 	....................96 

152 105 
1. 	—Other .............................................................. 108 

. 

8-1 
Winnipeg—ltritish .............................................................
Saskatoon .................................................................... 152 

. 

10.5 
Edmonton .................................................................... 140 

. 

. 
100 

Vancou'er 	..... 	....... 	 ........... 	. 	..................................... ..I: 9-8 

Gross Savings in Relation to Income per Person 

Family gross savings in the form of investments, life insurance and debt 
repayments, all experienced a substantial increase at progressive levels of 
income per person. Increases in bank balances, and purchases of bonds, 
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annuities, etc., averaged only $4 for families with incomes between $100 and 
$199 per person. This amount rose to $92 for families with incomes of $600 
and over per person. Life insurance premiums mounted from $37 per family 
to $144 between these groups, and debt repayitients from $23 to $84. Proportion-
ate amounts of total gross savings formed by the different items at various 
income levels were also worthy of note. Life insurance premiums accounted for 
close to 60 l).C. of all savings at the $100-199 income per person level, and 
tiropped steadily to 45 p.c. in the $600 and over group, while debt repayments 
showed an irregular decline from 36 p.c. to 26 p.c. These reductions were 
offset by increasing proportions of income going into bank savings, annuities, 
bonds, superannuation payments, et ('. 

Table 30.-Composition of Gross*  Savings Increases at Progressive Income per 
Person Levels 

(1,13.5 RrlElsh Families) 

Income per Person 199 1600+ 

DoLLAR )51555 
i'avings and Investments- 

1.8 3.8 6.7 17.1 38.1 37.4 
l'urehasc of stocks and bonds 
Purchase of preperty ................ 

- 

.- 

0.5 
0.2 

0.7 
1.4 

1.8 
6.6 

1.6 
2.8 

10.4 
12.1 

l'urcliase of annuities, pensions, etc ..7 6.1 8.9 10.5 24.7 30.4 
Other investments ............... - 1.8 1.8 4.1 4.6 1.3 

Increase in bank balance ........ ...... 

3 5 

.. 

12.4 19 5 46.1 71 8 91.6 

	

Total ............ 	..... 	... 

	

Life insurance premiums ..... 	......... 
I)eht repayments............ 

37.4 
22,9 

60.2 
34.1 

75 2 
42 	I 

90.7 

I
50 7 

109.7 
37.9 

1443 
83.8 

Total Gross Savings 136.8 $3.8 1$$.7 1865 219.4 359 7 

1600+ 

PErn ENTAOES 

14.3 	23.5 	32,7 	28.7 
550 	507 	500 	451 
30.7 	25 8 	17.3 	26.2 

110 0 III 0 100.0 liii 

Income per Person 	 $100 I  1200- 
199 	299 

Savings and investnients ............... ..5.5 
rti Life insurance pre 	urns..................586 

Debt repayments ....................... ..35.9 

Total Gross Savings 	1101 

From current income only. 

11.6 
564 
32.0 

tee.. 

Gross Savings in Relation to Family Income 

More than nine-tenths of British wage-earner families with net incomes 
between $400 and 799 reported gross savings of less than $100, and almost 
60 p.c. were below $50. Amounts increased substantially at successive income 
levels, and for families with incomes of $2,400 or more, only 5 p.c. showed gross 
savings of less than $100, and almost 40 p.c. reported amounts ranging upward 
from $400. The average gross savings per family rose from $43 to $362 between 
these income groups, and corresponding proportions of gross savings to total net 
income advanced 61 p.c. to 138 p.c. 
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Table 31.-Gros. 5  Savings at Progressive Levels of Income per Family 
(1,135 British Families) 

(Percentage of Families Reporting pecUind Amounts of Gross Savings) 

Income per Family 8J3- 82,400+ 

SAVINGS 

$ 	0-49 .................. 57.8 39.0 30.4 17.0 	11.8 6.8 3.3 1.0 2.4 
50-99 ................... 33.3 

. 
34.3 33.7 26.7 	22.2 17.8 3.3 5.0 2.4 

100-149 ..... 	............ .6.7 19.4 22.3 25.0 	22 6 18.6 19.7 11.0 4.9 
150-199 .................. .- 4.6 6.0 14.0 	IS 9 22.9 25.3 12.0 17.1 
200-249 .................. 2.2 2.8 3.3 11.4 	13.2 12.7 14,3 11.0 9.8 
250-299 ....... 	.......... 
300-349 .... ............ 

- - 
- - 2.2 

1.6 

	

2.1 	7 5 

	

1.3 	0 5 
102 
5.1 

13.2 
5.5 

11.0 
13.0 

7.3 
9.8 

359-399 ..... 	. 	.......... - 0.9 0.5 0.8 	1.4 1.7 7.7 0.0 7.3 
44)0-449 .... 	............ - 

. . 

- - 0.9 	0 5 1.7 5.5 10.0 14.6 
450-499 ..... 	............ - 

. 

- - - 	0.9 - 1.1 5 0 - 
500-549 ..... 	............ - 

. . . - - 0.4 	- 1.7 - 6,0 7.3 
550-599 ..... 	.......... - . - - - 	- - 1.1 2.0 4.9 
600+ ....... 	... 	........ ..- - - 0.4 	0.5 0 8 - 4,0 12.2 

Total ............. . 110.0 liii 100.8 IllS 	1011 NIl 108,0 liii isis 
Gross Savings per 

Family ...... ........ 	8 43 69 84 121 	143 176 218 307, 362 

Percentage of Family Net 
Income ...... ............ 6.1 7 6 7,8 9.4 	9.6 10.4 11.6 14.3 13 8 

* From current income only. 

Gross Savings and Persons per Family 
The amount of gross savings appaiently was not influenced nearly as much 

by changes in the size of wage-earner families as by differences in their relative 
income positions. However, large-sized families reported smaller amounts of 
savings than those with a small number of children. British families with one 
child reported average gross savings of $145, and those with two children a 
slightly higher amount of $165. For families with fIve children, gross savings 
dropped to $125 per family. In relation to total net income, these amounts 
diflele(1 by not more than 2 p.c. in any of the child groups. Percentages for one 
and two child families averaged 104 and 11'1 respectively, and subsequent 
pi'oport.ions dropped successively in each group to 91 p.c. for families with five 
ciii Idren. 

Table 32.-Gross' Savings in Relation to Number of Children per Family 
(1,135 British Families) 

Number of Children 	 1 	2 f 	3 4 

Gross savings per family ............... ......$ 	145 	185 140 142 	125 
Percentage of total net income ..................... .10.4 	11.1 9.7 9.6 	9.1 

* From current income only. 

Gross Savings and Age of Father 
Another secondary factor related to the trend of family savings was the age 

of the wage-earner family Ilead. The average gross savings for families in 
winch the father's age centred around 30 years amounted to $128. This increased 
to $170 for families with fathers between the ages of 45 and 54, and then receded 
again to $128 for those in which the father's age centred around 60 years. 
Proportions of total net income devoted to savings also followed this trend and 
rose from 9'7 to 11'0 p.c. between the first two groups noted above, and 
dropped to 88 p.c. in the last one. 
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CHART 4 

GROSS SAVINGS OF 
URBAN WAG[- [ARN[R RMILIES 

AT PROGRESSIVE INCOME PER FAMilY LEVELS 
(PERCENTAGES OF FAMILIES REPORTING SPECIFIED 

AMOUNTS OF SAVINGS) 
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Table 33.—Gros Savings in Relation to Age of Father 

(1,135 British Famifles) 

Age of Father (years) 25-34 3544 	45-54 	55_64 

Gross savings per f,irnil,' ... ... .................... $ 	123 154 	170 	128 
Percentage of total net income ....................... .9-7 105 	110 	8.8 

*Fro m current income only. 

Family Characteristics and Living Expenditures in Relation to 
Gross Savings per Family 

The most common amount reported for gross savings in British wage-earner 
homes centred between $50 and $100 during the survey year. However, almost 
60 p.c. of families showed an amount for savings above this range, and only 
18 p.c. were below. There was a surprisingly low correlation between gross 
savings and family income. Average income for families with gross savings of 
less than $50 amounted to $1,136 and increased gradually to $2,131 where savings 
amounted to $450 or more. A difference of 291)0 p.c. in savings was accoiiipamed 
by a difference in income levels of less than 100 p.c. Other family data failed 
to explain this relationship. The average age of the father was 42 years in the 
$450+ savings group, as compared with 40 years where savings fell below $50, 
and the average nuniber of children per family of 24 and 23 at these respective 
savings levels was substantially the same. Larger amounts of gross savings 
were accompanied by higher proportions of families living in their own homes 
and driving motor cars. Between the $049 and $450-I- savings levels, propor-
tions of owned homes increased from 204 p.c. to 514 p.c., and the proportion 
of families with motor cars from 234 p.c. to 595 p.c. 

The above data and the living expenditure patterns of families at low and 
high savings levels point strongly to wide differences in thrift among wage-earner 
families. At the highest savings levels families were able to effect their savings 
by careful attention to practically all budget groups. Between the $0-49 and 
$450+ savings levels, only transportation, household operation and the 
relatively small groups of education, welfare and gifts increased by proportionate 
amounts greater than corresponding income averages; i.e., 875 p.c. Meanwhile, 
savings showed an increase of more than 30 fold. 

1l 



Table 34.—Attributes of British Families at Progressive Levels of Gross Savings 

Gross Savtngs $0- 
49 

$50- 
90 

$100- 
149 

$150- $200- 
249 

$250- 
299 

$300- $330- 
390 

$400- $450+ Total 

Number of Families ......................... 201 254 225 153 108 63 35 28 26 37 1.135 

Net Income per Family...................$ 1.138 1,241 1,387 1,592 1,581 1,722 1,895 1,831 2,095 2,131 1,433 

New credit and loans outstanding from year 
ending September 30, 1938.............$ 56 64 73 S5 94 87 160 114 140 95 82 

Age of father ................................ 

.. 

39 dl 41 41 44 40 40 42 42 41 

Number of children .......................... 

..40 

23 22 2.4 2.2 22 2-3 2-1 24 2-2 21 2.3 

Rooms per person ... 	........................ 1-1 1-1 1-1 12 12 12 1-3 12 1.3 13 1-2 

Percentage of families owning homes......... 

... 

.. 

283 28-4 405 37-0 46.0 22-9 42-9 53-8 51-4 32-0 

Percentage of families owning motor cars 

20..4 

234 268 35-6 35-5 361 39-7 34•3 46-4 61-5 50.5 32-0 

N 

tit 
0 

tzj 
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Table 35.—Family Living Expendiiures in Groups with Gross 	Savings of 
$0-49 and $450+ 

Expenditure Averages for 
Budget Group Families with Savings of Per Cent 

Increase 
$049 	$4504- 

$ $ 

403 476 181 
, he1ter ...... .................................................... 239 324 356 
Fuel and light ...... ............................................. 85 127 49•4 

130 209 608 
Ilousellold operation ............................................. 87 167 92.0 

Food ............................................................... 

health .................................................... ....... 61 

..52 

77 262 
Personal care .................................................... 20 30 500 

('lothing.......................................................... 

163 2135 
Recreation ....................................................... 76 123 618 
Education and vocation .......................................... 

...

..

..

.. 

13 29 1231 

Transisrtation.....................................................

%% eifare 	and 	gifts ................................................. 26 72 1769 

1,112 

..

..

.. 

1,717 I.8 Total ................................................ 

Savings .............................................. .20 

.. 

602 2,9100 

From current income only. 

13996-41 



PART II 
FAMILY EXPENDITURE 

CHAPTER IV 

FAMILY FOOD PURCHASES 
Data on family food purchases have been divided into three sections: 
(a) Annual food expenditures. 
(b) Weekly food expenditures in three seasons of the year 
(c) Weekly quantities and costs of individual family food purchases. 
At the time family budget records were collected in October and November, 

1938, estimates were obtained of annual food expenditures in the year ending 
September 30, 1938. These amounts were transferred to expenditure summary 
cards and were cross-classified by mechanical means with certain family data 
and with other budget group expenditures. This material is described in the 
first section. 

The second section is based upon a hand tabulation of exact weekly 
expenditure data taken from journals kept by home-makers for three separate 
weeks; one in October-November, 1938, one in February, 1939, and one in 
June, 1939. In addition to an examination of proportions of expenditure 
devoted to different food groups, regional, seasonal, and per capita income 
comparisons have been macic. 

In the third section, quantity data taken from the same three sets of 
weekly journals are describccl. Average purchases per l'IsorI form the basis 
of comparison rather than one of the several consumption units commonly 
used for this purpose. Tests were made with three of the better known units, 
however, and comparisons are presented. Sections two and three were based 
mainly upon records of families in the Z200-399 per capita income range 
having completed satisfactory food journals in all three survey seasons. This 
income range represented 56 p.c. (if all survey families. 

The relation between actual averages of persons per family and cor- 
responding averages of man value units was computed according to the 
Canadian Dietary Standard, the League of Nations Health Organization, and 
the Lusk scales. Comparative results are shown in the following statement. 

Table 36.—Comparison of Average Numbers of Persons Per Family with Equivalent 
Man Value Unit Averages Computed from Specified Dietary Seales 

($2N-2 Income per person group) 

City Toronto (British) couver 

Number of Families .............................. 14 27 12 38 44 

Average Number of Persons per Family ........... 5.1 

.. 

5.7 5.2 4.9 4.9 

Average Number of Man Value Units:- 
T.usk .................... 	...................... 4.2 

.. 

4.4 4.0 4.0 3.9 
('ariidian Dietary Standard ................... 4.6 

. 

4.7 4.3 4.3 4.2 
League of Nations 3.9 

. 

4,0 3.7 3.8 3.6 

• For calories required. 
44 
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Average numbers of persons per family for each city group in the table 
are, of course, materially higher than any of the related man value unit 
averages. It will be itoteci that absolut.e values computed from these scales 
might show material differences since equivalent man value averages vary 
appreciably according to the scale employed. However the use of a dietary 
scale woul(.l have placed inter-city comparisons upon a slightly more accurate 
basis, since a]l three scales agreed closely as to relative differences in man 
V:i It Le iii ii in 1he f oi r city groups used for the test. 

A1NNUAL FOOD EXPENDITURE 
Amiuul expenditure on food by families of British racial origin averaged 

approximately $430 and comprised about 30 p.c. of total living expenses. 
Exactly one-half of survey families spent annual amounts on food ranging 
between $40() and $599, while more than 40 p.c. spent less than $400 and only 
about 10 p.c. reported expenditures larger than $600. 

City average outlays for food varied from $485 for British families in 
Montreal, to $381 for those in London. These differences, of course, were 
influenced by the relative sizes of wage-earner families as evidenced by the 
fact that food costs for the Montreal British families with 27 chil(lren aver-
aged $101 per person, and for London families with an average of 1 8 children, 
only slightly lower at $95 per person. Outside limits of food costs per person 
were $106 for Toronto families and $80 for those in Quebec. Food outlays 
were noticeably uniform in Western cities. Average food costs per person in 
Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Edmonton and Vancouver differed by not more than 
$4. In the Maritimes, food costs of Halifax and Saint .John families, averag-
ing $95 and $94 per person respectively, were somewhat higher than those 
shown by Charlottetown families at $83 per person. 

Table 37.—Annual Food Expenditures of Urban Wage.Earner Families According to 
Cities 

City Fd 
Expenditure 
per Family 

Fl 
Expenditure 
per Person 

Percentage 
of Total  

Expendiure 

$ * 
Charlottetown ............................................ ....... 391 83 28.2 

438 95 298 
Snint John .............................................. 	......... 424 94 33.1 
Quebec ........................................................... 390 80 32.1 
Montreal—French .... ...... ....... .............. ......... . ....... 472 84 34.0 

485 

.. 

101 34.8 British 
........ 	......................................... 483 

.. 

95 34.7 Other ..... 	. 	...... 	.... 	.... 	.. 	.... 	........................ Ottawa .......................................................... 421 

.. 

94 27.6 

Halifax 	................................................ ... .... 
	
.... 

Toronto .......................................................... 454 

.. 

106 29-5 
London .......................................................... 381 95 284 

431 100 30.8 
Other ................................................. 457 102 332 

\\ innipeg—British .................................................
Saskatoon ........................................................ 

.. 

429 100 300 
Ediiionton ....................................................... 

. 

419 98 29.5 
Vancouver ... 	......... 	.................. 	...... 	.... 	.... 

. 

. 

440 100 31.0 

Annual Food Expenditures in Relation to Income 
Average outlay for food among British families showed a considerable 

increase from low to high income levels, and advanced from $288 in the $400-
799 income group, to $535 where incomes were $2,000 and over. Proportions 
of food outlay to total expenditure declined more sharply than those for other 
necessity budget groups and fell from 393 p.c. to 245 p.c. between the above 
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income ranges. Average food costs per person among families with incomes of 
$2,000 or more were almost double those in the group from $400 to $799, 
amounting to $116, as compared with $64 at the lower income level. 

Table 38.—Food Expenditures at Progressive Levels of Faniily Incomes 

(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

Income per Family $400- 
799 

$800- 
1,199 

$1,200- 
1,599 

$1,600- 
1,999 $2,000+ Average 

Expenditure per Family 	 $ 
Expenditure per Person ...... ..... ..$ 

288 
64 

369 
86 

430 
100 

488 
108 

535 	413 
116 I 	98 

Percentage of Total Living Expenditure. 39.3 35•3 309 27.9 245 	30•2 

Similar trends for families of French origin may be oI)served in the chapter "Family Living Expencli-
ture Patterns." 

CHART 5 

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES ACCORDING TO W[EI(LY FOOD 
EXPENDITURE IN RELATION TO INCOME PER PERSON 
INCOME PER FAMILY AND CHILDREN PER FAMILY 

(PERCENTAGES OF FAMILIES REPORTING SPECIFIED FOOD COSTS PER WEEN) 

INCOME PEU PERSON 

PEP CENT 	100-199 	200-299 	300-399 	400-499 	500-599 	6004- 

...... 

Al 

40 	 iC€l'1E r'EIS 
- 	400- 	800-lI99 	200-1599 	1,600-1,999 	2000 

zo 

#11.11 

	

ONE Ill' 	 I 1 	fllf1!I 

I1VøiIL 
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Food Expenditures and Size of Family 

Food expenditures naturally were related to the size of wage-earner 
families. Those with one child spent 272 P.C.  of total living outlay for food, 
while families with five children spent the materially higher proportion of 
382 p.c. These percentages represented an increase in expenditure from 
$381 to $534. Food costs per ierson, however, experienced a steady decline 
as the size of the family moved upward. One-child families spent an average 
of $123 per person for food, while families with five children showed a smaller 
outlay of $72 per person. 

Table 39.—Food Expenditures According to Number of Children Per Family 

(1,135 BrItish F*mllles) 

Number of Children 1 2 3 4 5 

Expenditure per Frni1y ........................$ 381 426 459 510 534 
Expenditure per 1'er,on ........... .............. 	$ 123 104 90 84 72 
Percentage of Total Living Expenditure ....... ...... 272 290 318 345 38.2 

WEEKLY FOOD EXPENDITURE 

Th great bulk of food purchass are for consumption in the home within 
a comparatively short space of time. These purchases have been segregated 
for purposes of expenditure classification under the heading "Purchases for 
Regular Use". In addition, however, there are residual amounts of food 
purchased and eaten out of the home., and further amounts of bulk purchases 
for storage to meet needs over a period of weeks or months. Expenditure 
records would be incomplete without reference to the former group, and would 
be distorted if the latter were not considered separately. To complete the 
record of food available for consumption, it was necessary to take account 
of foods not paid for in cash such as home garden produce and gifts. These 
distinctions have been considered in the first sections devoted to weekly food 
expenditures. Later sections on the relation between food expenditure and 
income, regional and seasonal differences in food purchases, and quantities of 
foods purchased by individual families have all been based upon "Purchases for 
Regular Use". 

Weekly Food Expenditure of Individual Families 

The first statement following shows that typical food expenditures moved 
upward as income increased. At the same time typical expenditures became 
less clearly defined in the higher family income brackets, pointing to the greater 
play of family preference in relation to food consumption. The average number 
of children per family did not vary materially as between incomne brackets 
in the British family sample, but the influence of this factor can be observed 
from French family food expenditures. As numbers of children and income 
per family increased together the shift upward in food expenditures was much 
more marked than for British families. These comments have been based 
upon total family food expenditures reported for one week in October-November, 
1938. 
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Table 40.—Percentage Distribnton of Families in Relation to Weekly Food Costs and 
Income per Family 

(1,135 BritIsh FamWes—October-November, 1938) 

	

$400- 	$800- 	$1,200- 	$1,600- 	
00+ Family Annual Income 	 799 	1,199 	1.599 	1 999 	$2,0  

	

Number of Families. ......... ......... .... .... ..41 	959 	415 	198 	135 

PERCENTAGES 
FAMILY EXPENDITURE PER %EEK 

. 3.9 07 0.5 - 
.5 4 	00- 	.99 ..................................... 4l5 18•5 80 56 22 

341 332 25-8 182 104 

$ 	2.004 	3.99......................................98 

8.00- 	9.99 	.................................... 12.2 293 32-5 29-3 28-9 

	

600- 	7.99...................................... 

10 	00- 	11.99 ..................................... 2-4 

.. 

9-7 21.7 22-2 22-9 
12.00- 	13.99 ..................................... - 42 7-7 12-1 215 
14.00- 	15.99 ..................................... 

.. 
- 04 24 8-1 5-2 

16(X)- 	17.0 	.................................... - 0-8 0.5 1-0 6-7 
18.(X)- 	19.99 ............ .............. 	......... .. - - 07 2-5 - 
20. 00- 	21.99 ..................................... - - - - 1-5 
22.00 ........................................... 

.. 

.. 

.. 

- 
.. 

- - 0-5 07 

Total ................................. . 
.. 

100-S JII 110-0 100-0 100-5 

(211 French Families) 

$800- 	 I Family Annual Income 	 $400- 	
1,199 	1,599 	1,999 

Number of Families* 	...................24 1 	55 1 	55 1 	29 1 	is 
PERCENTAGES 

FAMILY EXPENDITURE PER WEEK 

$ 	2.00-3 	3.99 ..................................... . 3-6 1-8 - - 
4.00- 	6.99 ..................................... 41-7 12.7 9-1 - - 

333 

.- 

23-6 25-5 3.5 - 6 	00- 	7.99 ....................................... 

	

8.00- 	9.99 ..................................... 

.. 

. 38.2 18-2 20-7 13-3 
10,00- 	11.99 ..................................... 

.8-3 
18-4 20-0 37-9 13-3 

12.00- 	13.99 ........................... ....... ... 4-2 5-5 10-9 6-9 26-7 - - 12-7 6-9 133 
16.00- 	1799 ..................................... 

..2-5 

- - 1-8 10-3 200 
18.00- 	19.99 ............................ . ........ - - - 6-9 6-7 

14.00- 	15.99. ............................... ....... 

20.00-21.99 ..................................... - 

.. 

- - - - 
22.00+ .......................................... 

.. 

.. 

- 
.. 

- - 6-9 6-7 

Total ................................. . 
.. 

1000 1000 100-0 100-0 100-5 

Number of families differs somewhat From other family income distribution tables because some 
families did not complete the weekly food record. 

The influence of successively larger numbers of children per family was 
to increase the typical food expenditure by moderate amounts and to increase 
quite definitely the scatter in amounts spent by larger families. In the one 
child British family group, weekly food expenditures of 35-3 p.c. of the families 
were concentrated between $6 and $8 and only 4-4 p.c. spent $12 or more. In 
the five child family group the highest expenditure conrentration range was 
between $10 and $12, while 395 P- of the families spent $12 per week or more. 
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Table 41.—Pereentage Distribution of Families in Relation to Weekly Food 
Purchases and Number of Children per Family 

(1,135 British Families—October-November, 1938) 

Number of Children 

Nuiriber of Families ...... ............. ............320 
	

43 

PEac,'rAoEa 
FAMirt EXPrrDLTURES PER WK 

$ 	2.004 	3.99 .................... ................. 3-5 1.1 1-3 - - 
15-0 12-9 6-4 3-8 

6.00- 	7,99 	................................... 35-3 23-2 18-2 15-9 9-3 
4.00- 	5.99 .................................... ... 

30-i) 

.. 

32-1 26-8 250 23-3 
10.00- 	11 	99 ..................................... 10-9 18-7 24-1 22-4 27-9 

2-8 9-2 12-3 15-9 23-2 

8.00- 	9,99 ....................................... 

0-6 

.. 

1-4 6-8 84 7-0 
12.00- 	13.99 .................................... ... 
14(X)- 	15 	sj....................................... 

1-0 

.. 

1-4 4-1 5-6 9-3 16.00+.. ..................................... ...
Total ........................ 	........ 	.. 1000 1NIS IH-I 190-8 100-0 

Weekly Food Expenditure for Regular Consumption by Families with 
Income of $200-399 per Person 

Data presented in this section will include average costs in certain cities 
for regular consumption purchases both at home and away from home. Such 
purchases give the closest possible approximation to normal food expenditures. 
The $200-399 income per person range was typical of survey families. 

Cost averages per family and per person were affected by differences in 
price levels and in food preferences from city to city. Their uses will be 
mainly to show average food expenditures for wage-earner families, and seasonal 
differences in family food bills. 

City average expenditures per family reflected differences in numbers 
of persons per family, but with the exception of the Montreal French group 
averaging $10.82, October-November, 1938 averages were within limits of $7.31 
for Edmonton and $9.05 for Toronto. W'lien corresponding expenditures per 
person were computed. the Montreal French group still headed the list at $2.09, 
and other city averages ranged downward to $1.67 per 1 ) (' t 11  for the Edmonton 
sample. Inter-city relationslnl)s in February and June, 1939 were substantially 
the same as for the preceding fall period. 

Expenditure averages for the October-November week, were generally a 
few cents per person lower than corresponding February figures (London, 
Winnipeg. and Saskatoon excepted), and J.ine averages in the majority of 
cases were higher than those for either of the fall or winter weeks. 



Table 42.-Summary of Regular Food Expenditures for Families with Annual Income per Person of 8200.399 

(For consumption at home and away from home) 

City Number 

Families 

verage
Numbeof 
Persons per 

Average Weekly Food Expenditure 
per Family 

Average Weekly Food Expenditure 
per Person 

Oct.-ov., Feb., 1939 June, 1939 OCtjOV. Feb., 1930 June, 1939 

$ $ $ $ $ $ 

SaintJohn ........................................... ..26 47 8.72 8.92 9.92 1.87 1.91 2.12 

48 53 10.82 11.74 12.26 2.09 2.27 2.37 

Ottawa .............. 	....... 	... 	. 	........... 46 49 8.99 9.28 9.08 1.82 1.88 1.84 

Toronto .......................... 	........ 	........... 35 4.8 9.05 0.08 10.03 1.89 1.90 2.09 

4.0 7.75 7.39 7.60 1 95 1.80 1.91 

Montreal 	(French) .................................... . 

London ............................. 	.. 	..... 	.... 	..32 

Winnipeg (British) ............ 	...................... 76 4•5 8.71 8,62 8.81 1.96 1.94 1.98 

Saskatoon .......................................... 

.. 

46 8.41 7.97 9.25 1.87 1.77 2.05 

Edmonton ................... ........................ 

.41 

47 

.. 

4.4 731 7.60 8.71 1.67 1.74 2.00 

Vancouver ........................................... . 

. 

81 46 8.52 8.83 9.71 1.88 1.94 2.14 

k 
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Estimated Value of Supplementary Foods 

Comparisons in this seotion have been male for the same cities and income 
per person range used in analysing food purchases for regular use. Values for 
buds used but not paid for in cash were based upon market prices in each 
city. 

(a) Purchases for Storage 
The weekly value of foods purchased for storage was almost negligible 

in eastern cities (excluding Charlottetown) and reached its highest level among 
British families in Winnipeg (luring the fall season. The value of such pur-
chases averaged 54 cents per family. In the fall season purchases for storage 
included potatoes and other vegetables as well as flour, sugar, butter, eggs, etc. 
Purchases of this kind seldom exceeded 2 p.c. of expenditure on foods for 
regular use even in the fall season when they were reported most frequently. 
Of the 1,569 families contributing records in October-November, 1938, there 
were 246 making purchases for storage. 

(h) Food Purchased and Consumed Away from Home 
I'oo Is puicIiaet I and cunsuiiwd away from home cost a relatively small 

fraction of amounts spent on regular purchases for home cOnSumption, usually 
from 5 to 10 p.c. Such amounts centred closely around an average of 45 cents 
it week per family in the fall period, 47 cents in February, and 57 cents in June. 
Expenditures of this type for I'rcnch families in Montreal were itiaterially 
above averages for other cities. 

(c) Estimated Value of Foods Used from Storage, Own Produce and Gifts 
Amounts tinder this heading wilt usually from 5 to 10 P.c. of the value 

of food purchases during the survey week. In contrast to the cost of foods 
purchased and consumed away from home, I he estimated value of this reSi(lUal 
group was largest in the smaller cities, where it tended to exceed the value of 
purchases for consumption out of the home. In the larger cities the value of food 
purchases consumed out of the home usually exceeded the value of foods from 
storage, etc. The latter included considerable quantities of preserved fruits, 
pickles, jam. etc. as well as potatoes, an(l, in the fall period, an assortment 
of home grown produce. These two groups also showed seasonal differences. 
IootI purchases consumed away from home were highest in the June weeks, 
while the estimated value of foods from storage, etc. was highest in the October-
Noveiimlwr period anti lowest in June. These amounts centred around 71 cents 
per fatiti Iv in the fall period, 53 cents in February. and 28 cents in .June. 

Percentage Distribution of Expenditure on Foods for Regular Use 

1)airy products, nicats and cereal proltiets accounted for a little more than 
60 p.c. of the typical urban wage-earner family food budget. Dairy products 
led with 25 p.c., meats followed next with nearly 20 p.c., and cereals caine 
third with a little more than 16 p.c. Next in order of budgetary importance 
were vegetables, fruits, sugar, eggs, beverages, fish, fats and oils. 

Regional differences were not large. However, the cost of meat purchases 
formed a slightly higher proportion of food expenditures in eastern than in 
western cities. Outlay on fish was somewhat larger in Maritime cities and 
Vancouver than for inland cities. Dairy 1)roduet proportions were slightly 
higher in Prairie cities and Vancouver, than in the east, and Prairie cities were 
highest also for sugar products. 

Appreciable seasonal differences were confined to meats, eggs, dairy products, 
fruits and vegetables. Meat percentages were highest in the fall and lowe&t. 
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Table 43.-Expenditure on Foods for Regular Use in Relation to the Value of Other Purchases and Available Food Supplies 

(433 FamlUes with Annual Income from 5200 - $3 per Person) 

- Purchases for Regular Use Purchases for Storage Foodsirch7ed1Consumed 
omeAway Total focstsod 

City 
Nov., eb June N it  Feb., June Feb., June, ct- Feb., June, Oct.- Feb.. Juno, 
1954' 1939 1939 1938 1939 1939 1939 1939 1930 1939 1939 1939 

$ 8 $ 8 8 * $ $ 8 8 8 8 S $ $ 
Saint John .................. S 34 8.58 9.39 0.10 0.39 0.04 0.38 0.34 0.54 8.82 9 31 9.96 0.93 0.62 0.28 
Montreal (French) .......... 9.98 10.64 11.11 0.25 0.06 0.12 0.84 1.10 1.15 1107 11.80 12.38 049 0.23 0.08 
Ottawa ..................... 8.64 9.00 8.72 0.12 0.03 0.04 0.35 0.28 0.38 9.11 8.31 9.12 043 0.50 0.24 
Toronto ..................... 8.62 8.69 9.39 0.09 - 0.05 0.43 0.39 0.64 9.14 9.08 10.08 0.49 0.12 0.23 
London ..................... 7.31 7.10 7.11 0.15 0.17 - 0.44 0.29 0.49 790 7.56 7.60 0.71 0.73 030 
Winnipeg (British) .......... 8.25 

. 

8.16 8.40 0.54 0.03 0.14 0,46 0.46 0.41 9.25 8.66 8.95 0.71 0.58 0.25 
Saskatoon .................. 7.99 7.55 8.78 0.36 0.39 0.37 0.42 0.42 0.47 8.77 8.38 9.62 1.01 0.71 0.40 
Edmonton .................. 7.0! 7.29 8.48 0.23 0.15 0.06 0.30 0.31 0.23 754 7.75 8.77 1.15 1.06 0.56 
Vancouver .................. 
- 

8.04 8.21 8.88 0.18 0.21 0.09 0.48 0.62 0.83 8.70 9.04 9.80 0.47 
_ 

0.26 0.23 

0 

NJ 
k 
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in the summer. The same was true of eggs, but differences appeared more 
closely related to prices than to quantities purchased. Dairy product expenditures 
were highest in February and lowest in June, while the opposite was true of 
fruits. Vegetable cost proportions were lowest in the fall and highest. in June, 
as were costs for sugar products. It will be pointed out in a later section that 
the nutritive value of expenditures under the different headings noted were 
not always proportional to the amounts expended. 

Table 44.—Percentage Distrihulion of Expenditure on Foods for Regular Use 
(432 FamIlies--Annual Income, 82IS-3 per Person) 

Food Group Oetober-ovember, February, 1939 June, 1939 

Meats ........................................ 207 196 183 
2.1 25 22 
5.5 4.7 4.3 

256 260 247 
'ereal Products .............................. 168 165 105 

Eggs.. 	... 	... ...... 	......... 	...... ........ 

sugar ........................... 	............. 5.9 60 03 
Vegetal,les ...... 	........ 	.... 	... 	..... 	......... 

.. 

84 9.7 12•7 

1) airy Products ... .... ... ....... ............... 

7.6 72 85 
1 6 

.. 

.. 

14 1 2 
4.0 41 3.7 

Fats and (Ols... 	... 	.... ... 	... 	........ 
Beverage. ...................................... 

18 

.. 

23 21 Miscellaneous ....... .... .......... 	......... 
Total WeekI3 Cost per Person 	. . 10 P.C. = $1.78 Ise P.C. 	$1.81 100 P.C. - $1.03 

The Relation of Income to Expenditure upon Principal Food Purchases 
(Records from four cities in October-November, 1938) 

The comment6 which follow have been based upon autumn purchase records 
from Mt,r'treal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver. These records have been 
examine I to discover the relationship between family income and the amount of 
expenditures upon the princil)al types of foods. Under the headings of fruits and 
vegetables are included all purchases regardless of whether they be fresh, dried, 
or preserved. Jams and marmalade were grouped under sugar products. Cereals 
include a wide range of items such as flour, bread, breakfast footis, rice, tapioca, 
etc. 

The proportion of income devoted to foods declined sharply from 383 p.c. 
in the $100-1 99 group to 188 p.c. in the $600+ income per person group of 
British families. Corresponding annual expenditures, however, increased from 
$68 to $146 per person. In the autumn survey period, weekly expenditures per 

cison ito at n ted from $1 .43 to $2.46 between these low and Ii ig) i income groups 
in the four cities noted above. 

The tateinent initucoliately following shows that proportions of weekly 
expenditure upon dairy products and cereals declined moderately at higher income 
levels, but for meats, corresponding proportions tended to mount slightly. This 
was attributable as much to higher quality as to increases in the quantity of pur-
chases. The greatest differenets in proportions of food expenditure in relation to 
income occurred for fruits, eggs and vegetables. 

I)iffercnces in the cost of purchases in relation to family income per person 
were clearly apparent when costs at each income level were expressed as a per-
centage of the average expenditure for all families in the sample. Between the 
$100-199 and the $600+ income per person groups, fruit expenditure nearly 
tripled, while egg and vegetable costs were more than doubled. Increases for 
meats and dairy products were somewhat less than 100 p.c., while those for 
cereals and sugar products were comparatively small. Similar comparisons of 
expenditures for beverages, fish, and fats and oils showed moderate but irregular 
responses to higher income levels. 
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Table 45.—Group Expenditures as a Percentage of Total Food Costs at Progressive 
Income per Person j.evels—Average of 4 Cities 

Montreal (French), Toronto, iInnipez. Vancouver—October-November, 1938 

Annual Income per Person 

Food Group 
1100-199 1 $200-299 I 1300-399  I 1400-499  I 1500-599 1 $600 + 

Fruits .................................. 
Eggs ................................... 
Vegetables ............................. 
Meats.................................. 
Dairy Products ........................ 
Cereal Products ........................ 
Sugar Products ........................ 
Average Cost of Purchases per Person 

for One Week . .................... 

PERCENTAGES 

6-3 71 7-0 	8-2 9-2 10-2 
42 53 5-6 	6-4 6-3 57 
84 7-6 9-6 	10-0 10-8 102 

189 206 217 	21.9 204 21-1 
26-6 25-9 232 	233 21.7 24-0 
19-6 17-1 16-7 	15-5 150 138 
6-3 6-5 5-6 	4-6 5-4 4-1 

$1.43 	$1.79 	$1.98 1 	$2.19 	$2.46 	$2.16 

Table 46.—Group Expenditures at Progressive Income per Person Levels Expressed as 
Percentages of Average Expenditure for all Families—Averages of 4 Cities 

(Montreal (French), Toronto, Winnipeg, Vancouver—October-November, 1938) 

Average 	 Annual Income per Person 
Expenditure 

Food Group 	per Person 
in One 
Week 	1100-199 1200-299 1300-399 8400-499 $500-509 $600 + 

$ PERCENTAGES 

Fruits ... .................. 0.14 64-3 85-7 107-1 	128-6 157-1 1786 
Eggs ....................... 0.10 60-0 90-0 110-0 	140-0 150-0 140-0 
Vegetables ................. 0.17 70-6 76-5 111-8 	129-4 152-9 147-1 
Meats.. 	.................. 0-38 

. 

.. 

71-1 92-1 113-2 	126-3 128-9 136-8 
0.45 84-4 97-8 102-2 	113-3 1156 131-1 Dairy Products ............ 

Cereal Products ............ 0.31 

. 

90-3 93-5 106-5 	109-7 116-1 109-7 
Sugar Products ............. 0.10 90-0 110-0 110-0 	100-0 130-0 100-0 

AH Foods. ................ I 	1.83 I 	78-1 1 	32-9 I 	198-2 I 	119-7 1 	131-1 I 	134-4 

'Includes fats oils etc. 

REGIONAL DIFFERENCES IN FOOD PURCHASES 
Regional similarities were more striking than regional differences in the 

weekly records of food purchases made by survey families. There were, however, 
a number of interesting deviations from all-city averages which will be com-
mented upon briefly. These were most frequent for French families in Quebec 
City and Montreal. Purchases per person in this group were noticeably above 
average for meats, white bread, potatoes, canned vegetables, and bananas. They 
were below average for brown bread, cheese, milk and oranges. Maritime cities, 
and more particularly Charlottetown. also showed a considerable number of 
divergences from other regions. Maritime purchases were relatively high for fish 
and canned beans, but low for veal, milk, butter, cheese, jam and marmalade. 
Ontario purchases of vegetables, bacon and cheese were noticeably above average, 
while quantities of fish bought were unusually low. in Prairie cities butter, jam 
and marmalade ranked above average and pork was definitely low. Vancouver 
purchases of eggs were comparatively large, but very ]ow for jam and marmalade. 
The foreign origin groups in Montreal and Winnipeg both purchased large quan-
tities of meats, eggs and coffee, but were low for butter. 
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For some foods city seasonal patterns varied, but this could not be related 
clearly to regional divisions. The following comparisons, therefore, have been 
made from October-November, 1938 weekly records which provided a broader 
basis of comparison that the February or June figures. Comments relate mainly 
to five groups of cities, viz., those in the Maritimes, French families in Quebec 
and Montreal, Ontario cities, Prairie cities and Vancouver. In many cases \Tan_ 
couver purchase averages were similar to those for the Prairie cities, and in these 
instances references are made to the West.. In view of the large atiiount of 
material, comments have been confined only to the most noteworthy differences 
in regional purchases. A study of Table 47 will reveal many points not 
mentioned. 

Meats and Fish—Purchases of fresh beef averaged between three quarters 
and one pound per person per week in most cities, with no appreciable indication 
of regional differences. Fresh pork consumption was highest in Quebec at about 
one-half tiotinci per person, and lowest in the West where it averaged less than 
one-sixth of a pound. Fresh veal purchases of about one-quarter pound per 
person in Quebec were relatively high, while near at han(l in the Marititties very 
little veal was bought. Quebec was lowest in bacon purchases, with Ontario 
highest. Apart from French families in Quebec and Montreal and the foreign 
origin group in Winnipeg, purchases of all meats ranged between 1 .57 pounds 
for Saint John, and 194 pounds per person for Ottawa families. French families 
in Quebec averaged over 2 pounds per person and the Winnipeg foreign group 
nearly 21 pounds per person. 

Fresh fish purchases were usually four or five times greater than the coin-
bined total of cured fish and canned salmon. The former averaged about one-
quarter pound per person in the Marititnes, and about one-sixth of a pound in 
Vancouver. Montreal famibes of foreign origin bought more than British and 
French families in the same city. Fish purchases were lowest in Ontario cities. 

Eggs—Regional differences in egg purchases were small. Average weekly 
purchases per person were highest in Vancouver, and among families of foreign 
origin in Montreal and Winnipeg at about 4 eggs per person. For all other cities 
averages remained fairly close to 3 eggs per person. 

Dairy Products.—Farnihies in Maritime cities and French families in Quebec 
purchased an average of less than 2 quarts of milk per person. For Montreal and 
farther west, corresponding averages tanged from 2 to 21 quarts per person or 
approximately two-thirds of a pint per day. Western butter averages were 
relatively high and unusually consistent, centring around •65 pounds per persoI. 
Maritime cities averaging •55 p(mn(ls were ccmJ)aratively low, but foreign origin 
families in Montreal and Winnipeg were lowest, approximating 40 pounds per 
person. Purchases of cheddar cheese exceeded those for processed cheese in most 
cities, but totals of the two seldom exceeded 10 pounds per person. Marithue 
and Quebec averages were consistently low. 

Cereal Products.—Purchases of white bread were highest among Quebec 
French families, averaging nearly 3 pounds per person. For Ontario and western 
cities, corresponding averages centred around 2 pounds per person, but were 
lower in the Maritimes. Charlott.etown, with an extreme low of one pound, 
showed unusually large quantities of flour purchased in bulk, and presumably 
much of this would be made into bread. Brown bread purchases were lowest for 
Quebec Fiench families and highest for foreign origin families in Montreal and 
Winnipeg. Brown bread purchases were seldom more than one-sixth of those for 
white bread. Evidence of similarities within regions for other cereal products 
was not great. 1\Iaritinie flour Purchases were comparatively high with western 
averages next in line. Compensating for large bread purchases, Quebec French 
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outlay on flour was low. Maritime city rolled oath purchases were uniform at 
'13 pounds per person, while other city averages ranged between 06 and •24 
pounds per person. 

Sugar products.—City average purchases of white sugar ranged between '70 
and 1 14 pounds per person. There was little evidence of regional uniformity. 
Charlottetown, Quebec City and Saskatoon families bought unusually large 
amounts in bulk, averaging about one fifth of a pound per person. Yellow sugar 
purchases ranged between '08 and 30 pounds per person. Jam and marmalade 
purchases were negligible in the Maritimes, while Prairie averages centring 
around '13 pounds per person were relatively high. Vancouver families averaged 
'04 pounds per person, which was substantially below the all-city average. 

Vegetobtes.—Averages of vegetable purchases for Ontario cities were 
unusually consistent, particularly for fresh vegetables. In most cases also, 
they were above an all-city average. Potato purchases were largest in Quebec, 
and also quite high in Charlottetown, where the quantity of vegetables bought 
was generally much lower than in other cities. Charlottetown showed little 
similarity to Halifax and Saint John in the matter of expenditure on vegetables, 
either fresh or canned. Lettuce and cabbage purchases were largest in Ontario 
and in the West. Quebec French families bought large quantities of canned 
vegetables, leading the regional list in canned tomatoes and corn, but being 
relatively low for peas and soups. Montreal British families recorded the 
highest canned soup average in the list. Maritime cities led in amounts of 
canned beans bought. Purchases of tomato juice sometimes exceeded averages 
of factory canned tomatoes, but more frequently ranged from one-third to 
one-half of the latter. 

Frnits.—Regional consistence of fruit purchases was more pronounced 
than for most foods. For example, all three Maritime cities reported '10 
dozen oranges per person, and Ontario cities were almost as consistent, two 
averaging '13 and one 12 dozen per ieison. French families were lowest 
with '04 dozen for those in Quebec and '05 for the Montreal group, but Mont-
real British and foreign origin families recorded high averages of '15 and 16 
dozen respectively. Purchases of apples centred around one-quarter of a 
gallon per person all across the Dominion. Banana purchases were lowest 
in the Maritimes at approxiniatelv ' 10 pounds per person, and highest, for 
Quebec French families at approximately '25 pounds per person. Purchases 
of canned fruits were unusually large in Halifax, and above an all-city aver-
age in the West. They were lowest for Quebec French families. Peaches 
were generally popular, with pears enjoying a J)ieference in the West, but 
rating very low in the Maritimes and among Quebec French families, 

Reverages.—Tea enjoyed a definite preference over coffee, particularly in 
the Maritimes. Coffee was most popular among the foreign origin families 
of Montreal and Winnipeg. Quebec French family purchases of both beverages 
were relatively low, and so also were those of Ottawa families. Tea purchases 
centred around '10 pounds per person, and coffee purchases around 04 
pounds per person. 
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Table 47.—Average Quantities of Food Purchases per Person for Regular Use 

(By Wage-Earner Families for One Week during the period October 3—November 10, 1858) 

City Charlotte- Halifax ajtt Quebec  MOt?S51 Mot:eal Mgttetl Ottawa Toronto 	IA We S- Edoa- 
ur 

62 89 86 86 130 75 42 106 163 80 188 43 126 107 186 

Average Number of Persons 
43 4-2 4.8 4.5 4.8 4.9 55 47 4-8 44 44 39 4.3 4.4 4-3 

MenU- 
Beef, Fresh ........... lb 104 0-91 0-80 1-04 090 0-86 091 074 0-98 0-88 1-02 1-03 0.94 113 0-97 
Pork, Fresh 0-21 027 026 052 043 026 013 0.34 0-16 026 0-11 029 010 011 016 

0.0! 0-03 002 024 025 013 0.17 0109 0-06 0-12 0-21 0-53 0-18 0-I5 0-12 
Mutton and Lamb. 

0-10 0-15 015 007 0-04 022 002 0-23 0-13 0-06 OIl 002 0-11 007 0-13 
0-09 0-06 0-13 0-I1 0-04 0-05 047 0-08 0-06 0-12 0-I1 0-22 007 006 003 

Veal, Fresh ........... 	... 

013 0-11 005 020 0-12 0-15 0-07 017 012 0-10 0-13 0-18 0-11 014 010 

Fresh ............... 	.... 

Li ver, Ktdney, Heart, 
0-04 0-07 0.09 0-05 0-06 0-07 

Number of FamiIie .......... 

" etc.............. ... . 0-06 
0-09 

0-07 
0-10 

0-03 
0-11 

002 
006 

004 
003 

007 
0-10 

007 
0-02 

010 
0-14 0-16 

009 
0-15 0-12 0-08 0-07 0-13 0-10 

per Family................. 

0-04 0-02 0-02 0-07 0-15 0-01 0-01 0-05 0-05 0-03 0-03 0-04 004 002 004 

TotalMeata' ------- 	" 1-77 1-72 1-57 2-33 2-00 1-85 1-87 1-94 1-76 1-81 1-91 2-48 1-67 1-87 1-72 

Fin 0- 
Fresh.................lb 0-25 0-29 0-20 0-20 0-08 0-14 0-25 0-08 0-10 0-10 013 0-11 006 0-11 0-16 

Bacon ................ 	.... 

Cured ................ 	" 0-04 0-04 0-02 0-01 - - 0-06 0-01 0-01 0-01 0-01 032 0-02 0-01 001 

Rain ................. 	... 

Canned Salmon 0-03 0-02 0-03 0-06 0-03 0-04 0-07 0-05 0-04 0-07 0-04 0-03 0-05 3-03 0-02 

Poultry................... 

Eggs 	 ....don. 0-27 0-24 0-22 0-18 0.20 0-29 0-33 0-22 0-26 0-20 0-29 0-36 0-29 0-28 0-36 

Sausage .................. 

Dairj, Products- 
Fluid Milk- 

Standard ........... qt. 1-95 1-89 1-96 1-81 1-84 2-28 2-14 2-48 2-19 2-44 2-26 2-55 2-39 2-28 2 32 
Fluid Milk- 

Other............... "  0-33 0-06 0-02 0-09 () 0-02 - 0-04 0-06 0-03 0-06 0-03 0-08 010 r)-13 
Cream .......... ..pt ... 0-07 0-I1 0-03 0-07 0-06 0-05 0-11 0-08 0-03 0-04 0-12 0-17 0-13 0-07 0 
Butter.............. . ...lb 0-55 0-54 0-55 0-58 0-60 0-57 0-37 0-62 0-54 0-67 0-66 0-48 0-65 0-64 0 	4 
Cheese—Cheddar ..... " 0-06 0-03 - 0-02 0-03 - - 0-05 0-04 0-10 0-00 0-02 0-07 008 I)'', 
Cheese—Packaged, 

0-01 0-02 - 0-04 0-02 - - - 0-06 0-01 0-04 0-09 0-02 0-02 0 etc....................

Cerenl Products- 
Bread—White ......... 	" 1-01 1-81 1-71 2-91 2-81 2-31 2-03 2-29 2-19 2-44 2-03 2-16 1-96 1-99 1 	-- 	- 

Bread—Brown ........ 	" 0-14 0-36 0-17 0-04 0-05 0-12 0-70 0-34 0-30 0-21 0-40 0-57 0-29 025 0 
Bread-4.ther 0-02 0-07 0-02 0-03 0-02 0-03 0-01 0-03 0-06 0-03 0-05 0-02 0 04 007 
Flour—White......... "  0-34 0-81 0-77 0-44 0-35 . 0-58 0-51 0-75 0-60 0-99 0-61 1-30 0-93 0-66 0 
Flour—Graham. etc 	' 0-01 0-02 0-02 ( I ) 0-01 - 0-01 001 (1) 005 - 0-01 000 Ct 
Rolled Oats 	" 0-13 0-12 	- 0-13 0-I1 0-06 0-20 011 0-14 0-16 0-08 0-24 0-14 0-12 0-21 0 

'S 
'S 

0 
0 
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(By Wage-Esner Families for One Week during the period October 3—Nosember 10, 1938)—Conetuih-1 

City Quebec Montreul Montre 1 Ottawa Toronto London Winnipeg 
- 	
i;- 

cr 

Suç;ir Prod uctu- 
WhiteSugar..........lb 0-73 1-04 107 0-77 0-70 1-07 0-90 0-72 0-82 0-92 1-03 1-06 1-02 1-14 0-94 
VeliowSugar 0-30 0-15 0-23 014 014 0-08 - 0-17 0-14 0-17 0-18 0-12 0-15 0-10 014 

0-02 0-02 002 0-01 0-08 0-08 0-05 0-04 0-10 0-05 0•12 0-10 0-16 0-10 0-04 
Marmalade........... "  0-01 0-02 - 0-05 (') 0-08 0-01 0-02 0-02 0-01 0-02 0-08 0-05 0-03 - 

Syrup....  ............. 	" 0-02 0-04 0-01 0-09 003 002 0-03 005 0-06 0-05 0-08 0-04 003 0-04 0-05 

Jam .................. 	... 

Molasses.............. qt 0-09 0-05 0-03 002 0-04 0-01 1) 0-01 ( 1 ) 0.01 (1) 
- (i) 0-01 0-01 

Honey................lb - - 0-01 ( I ) 0-08 0-09 i) 0-14 0-05 0-05 0-08 0-02 0-07 0-04 0-04 

Vegetables- 
Potatoes—Regular .... pk 0-14 0-22 0-26 0-29 030 0-34 018 0-20 0-10 019 009 013 019 (2) 0.02 022 
l'otatoes—Buik 0-63 0-05 0-04 047 0-08 001 0011 0-11 0-02 010 0-37 0-12 0-00 0-04 0-03 
Onions ................ 	lb 0-10 0-18 0-20 0-06 0-16 0-17 0-30 0-20 023 0-23 0-25 0-05 0-13 0-18 0-23 
Tomatoes ............. 	" 0-08 0-05 0-03 0-10 0-03 0-04 0-29 0-07 0-07 0-07 0-07 0-04 0-06 0-15 0-12 
Lettuce ............... 	" (2) 0-96 0-01 0-03 0-04 0-07 0-16 0-10 0-08 0-10 0-10 0-06 0-06 0-06 0-09 

0-10 0-15 0-13 0-13 0-06 0-09 0-13 0-19 0-29 0-21 0-22 0-20 0-11 0-05 0-19 
Dried Beans .......... 	" 0.07 0-04 0-05 0-03 0-05 0-02 0-05 0-05 0-03 0-04 0-01 () 0-01 (1) 0-02 
Cabbage .............. 	.. 

Dried i'eas - 0-02 (') 0-04 0-02 0-02 0-02 0-03 0-01 - 0.01 (L) -. - 0-02 
CannedTomatoea.... os. 0-26 0-81 1-40 4-24 6-46 1-88 2-65 2-32 1-02 0-94 128 1-47 1-28 2-48 1-64 

Vegetables—Con. 
Canned Tomato Juice, on 0-37 1-01 0-95 0-75 1-37 0-60 0-38 1-30 0-79 0-94 0-52 0-56 1-13 0-43 0-83 
Canned Bean, 1-85 2-94 2-06 1-93 1-42 1-60 006 1-64 1-60 2-16 1-57 1-42 1-34 1-22 140 
CannedCorn .......... 	" 0-68 1-54 1-08 1-44 1-37 1-18 0-10 1-02 0-97 1-14 1-99 0-07 1-28 0-97 106 
Canned I'eas 0-70 2-48 1-98 1-32 1-78 223 1-42 2-44 223 2-23 3.05 1-30 1-79 1-71 1-70 
Canned Soups......... "  0-95 1-76 1-34 135 0-47 5-29 1-81 3-04 3-18 3-34 2-16 1-51 1-66 1-51 2-73 

''rtsi2s- 
Oranges .............. don 0-10 0-10 0.10 0-04 0-05 0-15 0-16 0-12 0-13 0-13 0-10 0-19 0-10 0-09 011 

0-01 0-01 () (1) 0-01 () 0-01 0-01 0-01 0-01 0-01 001 0-01 0-02 
Apples ................ gal 0-15 0-22 0-24 0-19 0-24 0-21 0-26 0-28 026 0-22 031 0-26 0-22 0-26 0-26 
Bananas .............. lb 0-11 0-12 0-09 0-25 0-22 0-16 0-21 0-15 0-23 0-21 016 0-18 0-18 0-07 0-15 
Dried Currants, Rais- 

ins and Prunes 0-07 0-10 0-07 0-02 0-03 0-12 0-14 0-I1 0-08 0-12 0-10 0110 0-10 0-08 0.08 
CannedPeaehes ...... on 0-24 1-13 0-35 0-04 0-26 0-71 0-32 0-34 1-03 0-71 0-55 0-50 0-24 012 063 
CannedPear, - 0-56 0-16 - 0-07 0-09 0-28 0-10 0-46 0-06 0-63 0-42 0-15 0-20 0-23 
Canned Pineapple 0-18 1-19 0-23 0-13 032 0-45 0-32 0-52 0-32 0-55 0-69 0-24 0-41 0-43 0-88 

Lemons ............. .....() 

Canned Pineapplejuice 0-04 0-34 - - - - 0-21 0-05 0-13 - 0-09 - - - 0-11 

Fats and Oils- 
Lard .................. 	ib 0-05 001 0-03 006 0-04 0-04 0-11 0-04 0-03 0-04 0-03 001 0-03 0-07 0.03 
Vegetable Oils and 

Shortening 0-18 0-17 0-18 0-06 0-17 0-08 0-04 0-15 0-12 0.17 018 031 0-14 0-10 0-15 

Be,eragea- 
Tea ................. .." 0-09 0-10 0-09 0-04 0-05 0-09 0-07 008 011 0.00 012 002 009 0-10 0-19 
Coffee ................ 	...0-01 0-02 0-03 003 0-04 0-04 0-05 0-02 0-95 0-04 0-05 0-07 0-08 0-04 005 
Cocoa ................ 	" (') 0-03 0-02 0-01 0-02 0-03 0-03 1 0-01 001 0-01 0-02 0-02 0-01 002 0-02 

• Exclusive of canned and prepared meats, 
(2) Use than 0-01 of the nptrified unit. 
(2) .\ a unusuni ly hirgo proportion of familiem reported qiant I tien fr-n tli,ir own g rdnw' . lb-n verig-d 0 10 peeks pr p-rn ii in one u-ek - 

'a2 

'-4 

-4 

c-I  

-4 

-4 

c-i 



FAMILY FOOD PURCHASES 

Seasonal Differences in Food Purchases 

In order to isolate so far as possible the influence of the seasons upon 
food purchases, a special tabulation was made from the records of 135 families 
with 692 persons. All of these families contributed weekly food purchase 
data for each of the three survey periods October-November, 1938, February, 
1939, and June, 1939. They were families of approximately the same economic 
circumstances having an average family income per person of between $20  
and $299. All geographic legions were represented with records coming from 
Saint John, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver. 

The mean temperature recorded at stations in the above areas was 
+49 0  Falirenlwit in October 1938; in February 1939 it was +13 ° , and in 
June 1939, it was +60° These monthly means compared closely with long 
period averages for the same months of +15°, and +60°, respectively, 
so that no abnormalities in food purchases could be attributed to unusual 
temperature conditions. Total hours of sunshine in the three months noted 
were 164, 101, and 225, as compared with a thirty year monthly average 
of 162 hours. 

Except for foods having pronounced seasonal variability in supply such 
as veal, lamb, fresh vegetables. etc., seasonal differences in food purchases 
were remarkably small. For meats in general, fish, butter, sugar, jam, 
marmalade etc., and canned fruits as a group, seasonal variations could 
scarcely he considered significant. Eggs, milk and bread showed successive 
small advances in February and June over preceding October levels. February 
purchases of flour and canned vegetables were appreciably above average, 
as were June purchases of bananas. The extent of actual differences recorded 
may be observed from Chart 6 and Table 48. 
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CHART 6 

SEASONAL COMPARISONS OF EOOD PURCHASES 
PER PERSON PER WEEK 
OCTOBER QUANTI7IE5 = 100 
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Table 48.—Average Food Purchases per Person for One Week in October-November, 
1938, February, 1939, and June 1939 

(135 FamIlies In the $zie-se Income per Person Group—Saint John, Montreal, 
Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouscr) 

Food Unit 

I 

c)er. F b e June, 1939 

February, 
Averages as 
Percentage 
of October 
Averages 

June 
Averages as 
Percentage 
of October 
Averages 

Meat ....... 	...... 	............ pounds 1-68 1-74 166 1036 988 
Fish 	...... 	..... 	........... pounds 

. 

016 022 020 137-5 1250 
Lar(l pounds 0-07 0-05 006 71-4 85-7 
Eggs ...... 	........ 	............ 
Fresh Milk 

0-25 030 0-34 120-0 136•0 ..................... quarts 
pounds 

225 
061 

231 
0•59 

2-39 
0- u 

10'2-7 
96-7 

1062 
1049 

Cheese .................. 	..... pounds 0-08 0.05 0-09 62-5 112-5 
Bread ................... 	.... pounds 2-39 253 2•74 105-9 114-6 
Flour ............... ....... 	... po unds 0-61 0.77 0-57 126-2 93.4 
Rolled Oats ................... pounds 0-19 0-17 0-04 89-5 21-1 
Sugar. 	....................... pounds 

.dozen 

1-17 1•08 1.09 92-3 93-2 
Jam, Marmalade, Honey, Syrup 

. 

Butter ........................ 	.. 
. 

pounds 0-24 0-23 0-26 95-8 108.3 
Canned Vegetables' ounces 

.. 

... 

853 10-13 8-02 118-8 94.0 
Potatoes...  ... 	... 	...  ... 

.. 

0-17 0-21 0-14 123•5 824 

and Motasse" ................

Oranges ................ 	...... dozen 007 0-16 0-16 228-6 228-0 
Bananas ............... 	.......pounds 
Canned Fruits ........... ....... 

.pecks 

.ounces 

.. 
011 
133 

007 
127 

0-34 
1-36 

63-6 
95-5 

309-1 
102-3 

Tomatoes, beans, corn, peas and soups. 

QUANTITIES OF WEEKLY FOOD PURCHASES PER PERSON IN 
RELATION TO 1I'4COME PER PERSON 

The number of foods considered individually under this heading has 
been governed by two major limitations. In order that relationships to income 
may be clearly discernible it is necessary that possibilities of quality variation 
should be small. Milk purchases show this relationship to income much more 
clearly, for example, than those for other itelns such as beef or tea which may 
vary widely in quality. It is also necessary in a sample of this size that a 
high proportion of families make purchases at fairly frequent intervals. Once 
again milk may be cited in contrast to such items as canned pears or honey. 
October-November, 1938, records have been used for the following comparisons 
of purchases at progressive levels of income per l)CSOfl tip to $400-499. Records 
for higher income families were not sufficiently numerous to provide reliable 
averages. 

Commodities for which Quantities Purchased were not Responsive to 
Increases in Inconie per Person 

In this group have been placed arbitrarily foods for which quantities 
purchased (lid not increase by 50 p.c. between the $100-199 and $400-499 
income per person ranges. To keep pace with increasing income, purchases 
would have had to increase approximately 300 p.c. These commodities which 
were generally unresponsive to income changes were mainly staples, and 
included beef, fresh milk, butter, bread, flour, sugar, potatoes, canned tomatoes 
and tea. Purchases per person of beef, bread, and sugar actually decreased 
slightly in the higher income ranges as nutritive sources became more diversi- 
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fled, and emphasis shifted from cheapness to quality. The influence of changing 
emphasis upon quality is apparent from quantity and cost data for beef 
purchases. Whereas quantities per person declined slightly in the higher 
income ranges, expenditure per person for beef increased by 18 p.c. between 
the $100-199 and the $400-499 family income per person groups. Increases in 
milk and butter purchases between these income levels approximated 35 p.c. 
in both instances, but milk purchases even at the upper level were considerably 
below optimum levels established in the Canadian Dietary St an dard . * 

Commodities for which Quantities Purchased were Responsive to 
Increases in Income per Person 

Quantity per person increases for commodities included under this heading 
ranged from 50 to 271 p.c. between the $100-199 and $400-499 income per 
person groups. Listed in ascending order of magnitude, these percentage 
increases in quantity were as follows: fresh fish 50, canned peaches 63, fresh 
apples 65, eggs 95, fresh pork 107, bacon 117, and bananas 271. 

The contrast between beef and pork purchases was quite marked. The 
average price per pound of fresh pork changed but little in successively higher 
income groups, while that for beef mounted steadily. The sharp increase 
in bananas came mostly between the $100-199 and '200-299 income groups 
with comparatively slight changes at higher income levels. Canned peaches 
showed a decline in purchases per person at Toronto and Vancouver in the 
$400-499 group, reducing the increase which otherwise would have been shown 
for this fruit. Both cities are adjacent to large fruit raising areas. 

Table 49.—Weekly Purchases per Person of Specified Foods in Relation to Family 
Income per Person 

(Averages for Montreal (French), Toronto, Winnipeg, and Vancouver Families 
in October-November. 1938) 

Income per Person Fnid 

Fresh 	Beef 	............................. pound 096 0-90 1-05 0-94 
Fresh 	Pc,rk .............................. pound 0-15 019 0-20 0-31 
Bacon .................................. POund 0-06 0-10 011 0-13 
Fresh Fish 	............................. pound 0.10 0-11 0-12 015 

dozen 0-19 0-25 0-29 0-37 
Milk, 	Fresh ............................. quart 1-75 2-22 2-16 2-35 

pound 0-52 059 061 0-70 
pound 2-26 2-38 2-14 2.18 

\\hite 	Flour ............................ pound 

.. 

.. 

0-63 0-69 0-69 0-71 
White 	Sugar ............................ pound 

.. 

.. 

0-86 0-98 0-94 0-76 

Eggs ........ 	............................. 

peck 

.. 

0-18 0-15 0-22 0-23 

Butter ....................................
\\hite  Bread 	............................ 

Tomatoes, Canned ...................... ounce 1-80 2-06 2-84 221 
Potatoes ...... 	............... ............ 

Apples. 	Fresh ........................... pound 

.. 

.. 

0.20 023 0-32 033 
Banunas. 	.............................. pOUfl(l 

.. 

0-07 0-20 0-22 026 
Peaches, Canned ...................... ... ounce 

. 

0-41 0-58 092 067 
Tea ------- 	..... 	.................. 	..... pound 0-08 0-09 1 	0-10 0-I1 

QUANTITIES OF FAMILY FOOD PURCHASES 
Data for the more important foods have been examined to discover 

relationships between quantities purchased in different seasons, in different 
regions, and at different family income per person levels. For a restricted 
number of staples a record was also made of the number of families buying 
different amounts for one week in October-November 1938. A statement of 
the foods used in various sections of this analysis is given following together 
with average purchases per person for one week (an average of three weekly 
records in October-November 1938, February 1939 and June 1939). The cost 
of these foods amounted to approximately 75 p.c. of average family expenditure 
on foods for regular use. 

See "Nutritive Values of Wage-Earner Family Food Purchaes"—I)ominion Bureau of 
Statistics, 1940. 
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Table 50.-Average Weekly Purchases per l'erson of Specified Foods 
(An average for three weekly periods In Octobcr-Noumbcr, 1938, February, 1939, and June, 1939) 

l'urihascs 	 I'ur(Iases 
Commodity 	Unit 	per 	Commodity 	Unit 	per 

Person 	 l'erson 

I)uiry Products- Dry Groceries- 
Whole Milk ................. quart 2.28 Sugar, Granulated .......... pound 0.91 
1)utter ...................... pound 0.61 Sugar, Yellow .............. pound 0.14 

hecse ..................... pound 0.08 pound 

. 

0.09 
Eggs ....................... down 0.30 

Tea ....................... ..
Coffee ...................... pound 

. 
0.05 

Cocoa ...................... .pound 
. 

0.02 
Meats and F14i- Salt ........................ .pound 0.11 
J.( 	Fresh ................. pound 0.92 
Pork, 	In-sI, ................ pound 

.. 

0.30 Ve rtabks_ pound 021 1 otatocs ..................... peck 0.18 
Mutton aoid Lamb, Fresh pound 0.07 fl,, tns, Dried ............... pound 0.04 
Bacon ...................... pound 0.10 Onions ...................... pound 0.18 

Ve al. Fresh .................. 

Fish, Fish ................. pound 

. 

0.13 ounce 2.81 
Salmon, (anned ............ pound 

. 

0.04 Feas ........................ ounce 2.48 
Fish, Cured ................ pound 0.01 Corn ....................... ounce 1.35 
Lard ....................... pound 

... 

0.05 

Toitiatoes. (anned ........... 

Beans ...................... ounce 
.. 

.. 

.. 

1.85 

. 

b'r,,it,, and Fruit Prod ucts- 

. 

Bread ....................... pound 2.62 Ilarianas .................... 

. 

0.26 
Flour ....................... .pound 

.. 

0.63 rc ()nges .................... 0.16 
Rolled Oats ................ pound 

. 

.. 

0.10 Lemons ..................... dozen 0.02 
Rice ........................ pound 0.06 

d.ozen 
.pound 

ounce 0.63 Peaches, Canned ............
Jam ........................ 

. 
pound 0 12 

. 
.............. 

Marmalade ................. . pound 0.03 

. 

Corn Syrup ................. pound 0.65 
Raisins ..................... . pound 0.05 
Currants.................... pound 0.02 
I 'ruin-s....................... pound 0.02 

REGIONAL DIFFERENCES IN FOOD PURCHASES OF INDIVII)UAL 
FAMILIES 

It is of considerable importance to know whether individual family 
purclutses cluster closely around composite averages or whether they are 
widely scattered. This is revealing as to the buying habits of the families and 
also indicates the representativeness of compu ted averages. October-November, 
1938 individual records of 465 families with income per person ranging from 
$200-299 were exantitied to observe differences in the distribution of purchases 
occurring in five regional groups, i.e. French families in Quebec, and British 
fainiiics in the Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario, Prairie provinces, and Van-
couver. 'l'his inconle range was typical of wage-earner families generally, 
and there is no reason to believe that the selection of autumn records would 
give an unrepresentative l)asjs of comparing regional differences. 

Expenditure per Person for Principal Food Groups 
Total weekly food expenditures per person were evenly distributed around 

a central range from $1.51 to $2.00 per person. This range included 40 p.c. 
of family records, with 287 p.c. below it, and 31-3 p.c. above. Individual 
records varied from 75 (,ents to well over $3.(X) per person, although the 
$200-299 income range allowed for possible 11I)l)CV and lower limits in total 
living expenditure per week of approximately $6 and $4 per person. Food 
costs per person, and data presented in the first section of this chapter 
pointed to much wider variation in food expenditure at higher income levels. 

None of the more important food groups showed the same even distri-
bution about a central range as occurred for total food expenditure. As may 
be observed from Table 51, concentration ranges for individual groups were 
generally for very low amounts with comparatively small proportions of 
expenditures higher than the typical range, and sometimes none below it. 
This was true of sugar, vegetables, and fruits. The greatest degree of scatter 
in family expenditures occurred for dairy products, meats and fish. 
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All families reported some expenditure on dairy products with typical 
amounts concentrated between 30 cents and 50 cents per person for the week. 
This included outlay for eggs as well as milk, butter, cheese, ice cream, etc. 
Maritime costs per person averaged slightly higher than those in other regions. 
Nearly 60 p.c. of all families in this group spent between 30 and 50 cents per 
person and over 97 I).C. spent not more than 70 cents per person on dairy 
products for the week. 

Meat costs per person in the Maritimes, Quebec, and Ontario most commonly 
fell between 31 and 40 cents, and between 21 and 30 cents for Prairie cities and 
Vancouver. Quantity purchases in the west, however, compared favoi.irably 
with those in the east. More than 50 p.c. of all families in the $200-299 income 
per person group spent between 21 and 40 cents per person for meats. 

Outlay for cereal products (including cakes, pies, pastry, etc., as well as 
flour, bread, breakfast foods, rice and tapioca) was pre(.lominantly between 
21 and 40 cents per person. Nearly 58 p.c. of all families in the $200-299 
income per person group fell within this range. Proportions for cities of 
Ontario and these farther east were highly concentrated between 21 and 30 cents, 
while in western cities the main concentration of expenditures per person was 
fairly evenly distributed between 21 and 40 cents. 

Distributions of expenditure per person on sugar products differed materially 
between cities of inland and coastal areas. In the latter, expenditure was highly 
concentrated below 10 cents per person, while in Prairie cities nearly 30 p.c. of 
families reported expenditure per person in excess of 20 cents and about the 
same number, less than 10 cents. Nearly 14 p.c. of families in the $200-299 

income per person group reported no purchases of sugar products during the 
week, which may be taken as an indication of relatively long intervals between 
expenditures of this type as compared with those for meats, dairy products, etc. 
Regional differences in the proportions of families at different expenditure levels 
were undoubtedly related to regional price differentials since purchase averages 
for the principal items in the group showed no corresponding variations. 

In contrast to their record for sugar products, Prairie city families spent 
less for vegetables than those in any other area, nearly 50 p.c. of them recording 
10 cents or less per person. In Vancouver, and also in the east, vegetable 
expenditures centred between 11 and 20 cents. Families of Prairie cities provided 
a greater proportion of their fall vegetable supply from home gardens than did 
families in other areas. 

The most comitlon expenditure range for fruits was also 10 cents or less per 
person. Proportions of families reporting no expenditure under this heading 
were slightly higher in the Maritime and Quebec French family groups than for 
others examined. However, families in the Maritime cities reported the highest 
typical expenditure for those making purchases, i.e. 11 to 20 cents per person. 

Per Person Quantities of Foods Purchased by Individual Families 
Quantities of individual family purchases were also examined for certain 

basic foods. The distribution of families according to amounts purchased per 
person was observed for such staples as beef, pork, milk, bread, butter, cheese, 
and eggs. 

Weekly purchases of fresh beef were most commonly reported between 
76 lbs. and 1-0 lb. per person. However, this range embraced only 19 p.c. 

of all families in the S200-299 income per person group. Approximately 10 p.c. 
of the families showed no purchases of beef during the week, and another 7 p.c. 
bought less than •25 lbs. per person. One-fourth of all families were within 
the range from 26 to 75 lbs. per person, while almost 40 p.c. reported purchases 
of over 1 0 lb. per person. Purchases of individual French families in Quebec 
were the most widely scattered, with between 11 p.c. and 14 p.c. of the families 
reporting purchases in each of the quarter pound quantity ranges from 26 lbs. 
to 1 -50 lbs. per person. In addition, 20 p.c.. of French families showed purchases 
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amounting to over 1 75 lbs. per person. Prairie families showed the greatest 
concentration, with almost 50 p.c. of purchases falling between 51 lbs. and 
1 25 lbs. per person. 

l'urcliases of fresh pork during the survey week were made by only 35 p.c. 
of fanijijes in the $200-299 group, rjI1iS  proportion averaged somewhat higher 
among families in Eastern cities, and included one-half of the families in the 
Maritimes and those of French origin in Quebec. About 42 P.C. of British 
families in Quebec and Ontario cities reported 1)ur(hases, but only 18 p.c. and 
17 p.c. of those in the Prairie provinces, and Vancouver, respectively. The most 
common purchases were amounts of less than •25 lbs. per person, although 
among families in Eastern cities there was a fairly wide scatter. The most 
notable of these were the purchases of French families in Quebec, with 5 p.c. 
less than 25 lbs. per person, almost one-fourth between 26 and 75 lbs., and 
20 p.c. ranging above this amount. As already noted, half of the Quebec 
families made no purchases of pork. 

Quantity purchases of the staple commodities of milk and bread were 
scattered over a wide range. About, 46 p.c. of 11)11k purchases were distributed 
between 1 51 and 250 quarts per person. Approximately one-fifth of the 
families showed l)urehases of less than this amount, another fifth was between 
251 and 30 quarts per person, and almost 15 p.c. purchased upwards of 
3 quarts per person Per week. Purchases appeared heaviest among families in 
western cities, with two-thirds of Prairie families, and 60 p.c. of those in 
Vancouver purchasing over 20 quarts per person. This proportion dropped to 
between 40 and 50 p.c. for families in Eastern regions. Less than one-fifth 
of all families made purchases of cream, these being mostly by families in 
Eastern cities, and principally those in the Maritimes and French families in 
Quebec. The majority of purchases was for amounts of less than •25 pints 
per person per week. 

Bread purchases showed even less concentration than milk and substantial 
proportions of families made purchases ranging all the way from less than 
10 lb. per person, to upwards of 375 lbs. per person. French families in 
Quebec reported the largest purchases, with more than 20 l).C. buying upwards 
of 375 lbs. per person per week. Approximately one-fifth of families bought 
brown bread as compared with 97 p.c. buying white bread. The brown bread 
purchases were made principally by families in Western areas and the 
Maritimes, with the majority of purchases amounting to less than 1.0 lb. per 
person. 

Butter purchases were heavily concentrated between 26 lbs. and 75 lbs. 
per person. More than 60 p.c. of purchases fell within this range, while almost 
one-fourth was for greater amounts, 8 p.c. was less than 25 lbs. per person, 
and 7 p.c. reported no purchases. Purchases were heaviest among French 
families in Quebec, and British families in the Prairie provinces. 

Less than one-half of survey families in the $200-299 income per person 
group reported purchases of cheese and almost all such purchases amounted to 
less than 25 lbs. per person per week. Proportions of families in the Maritimes 
and those of French origin in Quebec reporting purchases were somewhat lower 
than in other sections. 

About 80 p.c of families reported egg purchases which tended to centre 
between 1 and 3 eggs per person. Purchases in Prairie cities and Vancouver 
were larger than in eastern Canada. Less than S p.c. of families purchased 
more than 6 eggs per person during the survey week. 

13996-5 
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Table 51.—Weekly Purchases per Person of Specified Foods 

(P00-299 Family Income per Person-4$8 Records for October-November, 1938) 

Item 

Percentage 

05 

T 
Pure11)er 

Percentage of Families 

Below It Above 
No 

Purchases Range Purchase Purchase Typicul 

Range ange Range 

$ 
Expenditures- 

All Foods ......................... 1.51-2.00 28-7 40-0 31-3 
Dairy Products ................... 0.31-050 13-8 58-3 27-9 
Meats ............................. 

.0-0 

0.21-0.40 159 516 32-3 
Cereal Products ................... 

. 

3-8 
0.21-0.40 22-6 57-9 19-1 

Sugar Products................... 

.0-0 

-0.20 - 73-8 12-4 
Vegetables ........................ 

.0-2 

. 0-4 

. -0.20 - 77-8 17-2 
Fruits............................ 

.5-0 

.. 

-0.20 - 68-0 20-0 

Quantities- 

..2-0 

0-76-1-00lbs. 32-9 18-9 37.7 
Fresh pork ........................ 65-8 -0-25 lbs. - 11-0 23-2 
Freshbeef.........................1O- 

Freshmilk ....................... 1-51-2-50qts. 18-6 46-2 34-0 
82-6 -0-25 pts. - 12-9 4-5 

\Vliitebread ...................... 126-2-50 lbs. 14-2 47-6 35-0 
Brown bread ...................... 

.1-3 

78-7 

. 

-1-00 lbs. - 12-9 8-4 

(' ream.............................

Butter ............................ 

.3.2 

0-26-0-75 lbs. 7-7 61-3 23-7 
Cheese ............................ 

. 

.7-3 
51-8 -0-25 lbs. - 42-4 5-8 

Eggs .............................. . 
. 

19-4 1-3 eggs - 48-2 32-4 

Table 52.—Percentages of Families Spending Specified Amounts per Person in One Week 

(October-November, 1938-4200-299 Income per Person Group-465 Famifies') 

(Percentages) 

- Maritime, QuebeC 
(French) 

Quebecand 
Ontario 
(British) 

Prairies 
I 
I Vancouver 

I 
I 
I All Cities 

Total Families .............. .56 78 108 130 67 • 465 

TorAL COaT or Foon PURCUASES 

Cost per Person per Week 

No Purchases .............. - - - - - - 
10.01-0.75 .................. 

.. 
- - 0.8 1.5 0.7 

0.76-1.00 .................. 
..1-8 

- 1-3 3.7 3.1 3-0 2.8 
1.01-1.25 .................. 12 .5 11.5 4-6 11.6 10-4 9-1 
1.26-1.50 .................. 19•7 15-4 10-2 17-7 17-9 15.9 
1.51-1.75 .................. 25-0 

.. 

12-8 22.2 19-2 25-4 19-8 
1.76-2.00 .................. 10-7 21.8 25-9 19-2 22-4 20-2 
2.01-2.25 .................. 12-5 

.. 

. 

15.4 13.9 14.8 6-0 13.3 
2.26-2.50 .................. 8-9 7-7 5.6 6-2 10-4 77 
2.51-2.75 .................. 1.8 

.. 

.. 

9-0 4-6 3-8 3-0 4-7 
2.76 + .................... 7-1 

.. 

.. 

.. 

5.1 9-3 3-8 - 5.6 

Total .............. . 100-0 

.. 

150-0 100-0 100-I 100-I 10-S 

Includes 26 additional families of foreign racial origin. 
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Table 52.—Percentages of Families Spending Specified Amounts per Person in (inc Week 

(October-November, 1038-4200-299 income per Person Group—lU Families') 

(Percentages) 

- Maritirnes Quebec 
(French) 

Q1c and 
Onturin Prairies Vancouver All Citice 
(llrith) 

Total 	 ............ Families. 58 
I 

78 108 130 67 M65 

DAIRY PRODUCtS 

Cost per Person per Week 

o Purchases .............. - - - - - - 
1.01-0.20 .................. - 3.8 0 9 -. 3.0 1- 
1.21-0.30 .................. 17-9 16-7 8-3 13-8 6-0 12-I 
1.31-0.40 .................. 25-0 29-5 32-4 26-2 37-3 28-1 
1.41-0.50 .................. 37.5 26-9 26-9 25-4 32-8 29-1 
).51-U.60 .................. 8-9 15-4 23.2 20-8 11-9 17-I 
1.01-0.70 ............... ... 7-1 

..

..

.. 

4 7 4 11.5 1-5 7•, 
1.71 	+ .................... 3-6 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

1-3 0-9 2-3 75 2-I 

Total .............. Ill-I .ill-I 

.. 

ill-I ill-I 110-0 ill-I 

MEAm 

Cost per Person per Week 

- - - 0-8 - 0-2 
50.01-0.10 .................. - 

10-7 
- 

6-4 
3-7 
9-2 

6-2 
19-2 

. 	610 
14-9 

3-4 
12-5 

19-6 20-5 21-3 26-2 34-3 24-3 

No Purc}iti-e ............... 

44-6 

. 
23-1 25-0 25-4 26-8 27-3 

17-9 21-8 16-7 13-8 6-0 15-1 

0.11-0.20................... 
0.21-0.30................... 

1-8 12-8 16-7 6-9 9-0 10-5 

0.31040...................
0 41-0 50...................
0.51-0.60................... 

5-4 15-4 7-4 1-5 3-0 6-7 

Ill-S ill-S ill-S ill-S 10-I ill-S 

0.61 +..................... 

Total --------------- 

CRRKAL ]'RoD (JOTS 

Cost per Person per Week 

NoPureliases -------------- - - - 3-0 0-4 
50.01-0.10 ........ .......... 
0.11-0.20 .................. 
0.21 	0 	30 	................. 
0.31-0.40 .................. 
0.41-0 	50 	....... .......... 
0.51 	+ .... 	.............. 

..16-1 
-- 

--30-4 
--12-5 

..23-2 

8-9 
8-9 

- 
15-4 
34-6 
25-6 
18-0 

11-4 

0-9 
13-0 
41-7 
28-7 
12-0 
3-7 

5-4 
21-5 
27-7 
27-7 
13-8 
3-9 

7-4 
13-4 
26-9 
26-9 
19-4 
3-0 

5-0 
17-6 
32-5 
25-4 
14-4 
4-7 

Total --------------- 100-S 

.. 

.. 

ill-I 101-S ill-I ill-S ill-I 

SUGAR PRODUCtS 

Cost per Person per Week 

5-4 10-3 12-0 16-1 20-9 	13-8 No Purcbase ................ 

0.11-0.20 .................. 
554 
32-1 

43-6 
410 

38-9 
40-7 

28-5 
269 

	

52-2 	441-9 

	

26-9 	32-9 
0.21-0,30 	................. 7-1 38 5-6 20-8 - 	92 
031-0.40 	----------------- - - 1-9 5-4 - 	21 

I0.01-0_10-------------------- -- -- 
- 1-3 09 2-3 - 	1-1 041-0 50 ------------------- 

Total -------------- 

- - 

-ill-I Ill-I ill-S ill-I Ill-I ill-S 

' includes 26 families of foreign racial origin. 
13996-61 
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Table 52.-Percentages of Families Spending Spedfied Amounts per Person in One Week 
(October-November, 1938-$200-299 Income per Person Group-465 Families) 

(Percentages) 

Quebec Quebec and I 
- 	Maritimes (French) 	Ontario I Prairies Vancouver All Cities 

(British) 

Total Families .............. . 56 I 	78 	108 I 	130 	67 	465 

VEGTABLF.8 

Cost per Person per Week 
NoPurchases .............. - 1.3 1-8 12-3 1.5 50 

37.5 345 22.2 485 32-8 35.9 
0.11-0.20 .................. 464 462 49.1 308 46.3 41.9 
$0.01-OJO................... 

107 

. 

14-1 16-7 8-4 149 12-7 0.21-0.30 	.................. 
54 

.. 

38 102 - 4.5 4.5 0.31-I- ......................

Total ............... 1100 1900 1900 100-0 1000 100.0 

Fautra 

Cost per I'erson per Week 
NoI'urchases .............. 143 205 65 131 104 12.0 
10.01-0.10. ................. 285 436 398 308 53-7 38-1 
0.11-0.20 .................. 375 192 287 34-6 254 29-9 
0.21-0.30 .................. 143 

. 

115 22.2 154 90 15-3 
0. 36 

.. 

.. 

26 19 46 - 2-6 0.31-40.................... 
0.41-0.50 ................... 1.8 

.. 

26 09 15 1-5 21 

Total ............... 100-0 1000 1900 1000 1000 1000 

Table 53.-Percentages of Families Reporting Specified Quantities of Food Purchases, 
per Person 

- 
 Quebec and 

	

Maritiznes 	Quebec 	(.)ntario 	Prairies 	Vancouver All Cities (French) 	(British) 

	

Total Families.............. 56 	78 	108 	130 	67 	465 

Fuusit BEEF 

Pounds per J'erson per Week 
No Purchases .............. 7-1 10-3 8-3 11.5 13.4 10.5 
001-025 .................. 89 3.8 6-5 8-5 75 619 
0-26-050 .................. 12-5 115 194 9.2 105 12-7 

19.7 

... 

14.1 13.0 12.3 119 133 
0-76-100 .................. 16-1 

. 

.. 

11.5 20-4 23-8 179 18-9 
1.01-125 .................. 89 11-5 11.1 13-1 149 114 
1.20-150 .................. 17.9 14-1 130 8-5 13-4 127 

051-0Th................... 

151-175 .................. 18 

. 

2-6 4-6 3-1 4-5 37 
176-200 .................. - 

.. 

. 

10-3 2-8 5-4 3-0 4.7 
201 	+ .................... ..7-1 

.. 

.. 

103 0-9 4-6 3-0 52 

Total ............... ian-u ian-n ian-n ia..a inn.n liii 

FRESB Pona 

Pounds per Person per Week 
No Purchases .............. 50.0 50-0 58-3 81-5 83-5 65-8 
0-01-0-25 .................. 19.7 5.1 14-8 10-0 4-5 11.0 
026-0-50 .................. 10-7 

. 
14-1 11.1 5.4 - 8.8 

0-51-075 .................. 36 10-3 28 0.8 3.0 3.7 
076-1-00 .................. 5.3 3.8 6-5 2-3 45 4.3 
101-125 .................. 5-3 

.. 

90 46 - 4-5 4-1 
126-1-50 .................. - 5-1 19 - - 1-3 
151-1-75 .................. 3.6 - - - - 0.6 
176-200 .................. 1-8 

. 

. 
2.6 - - - 0-6 

201+ .................... 
.. 

.. 

- - - - - - 
Total ............... 

.. 

110-0 1000 1000 1000 1000 lW-I 

Includes 26 additional families of foreign racial origin. 
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Table 53.—Percentages of Families Reporting Specified Quantities of Food Purchases 
per Person--Conlinued 

($200499 Income per Person Group—October-November, 1938) 
(Percentages) 

Quels-- Quebec and - Maritimes (French) ontario Prairies Vancouver All Cities 
(British) 

Total Familios ............. .56 78 108 130 67 465 

FRESH Mn 

Quarts per Person per Week 

No Purchases .............. - - 2-3 1-5 1-3 
0-01-1-00 .................. 6-4 - 2-3 4-5 3-0 
101-1-25 .................. 
126-1-50 .................. 

. 

0-7 

20-5 
11-6 

2-8 
12-0 

54 
5-4 

3-0 
7-5 

5.9 
8-8 

1-51-1-75.................. 14-1 17-6 10-7 11-9 12-9 
1-76-2-00 .................. 23-2 5.1 13.9 6-2 11-9 11-0 
2-01-225 .................. 14-3 

.3.6 

5-1 11.1 15-4 6-0 10-5 
220-2-50 .................. 

.5-4 

.7-I 

.. 

.5-4 

12-8 9-3 13-1 17-9 11-8 
2-51-275 .................. 2-6 8-3 6-2 3-0 5-4 
276-3-00 .................. 

.. 

— 
6-0 

9-0 12-0 19-2 17-9 13-8 
3-01 	+ .................... 

.8-9 
-1-8 
-3-6 

.. 

12-8 13-0 13-8 14-9 14-8 

Total .............. . 100-S 

.. 

100-1 100-0 100-6 100-0 105-0 

CREAM 

Pints per Person per Week 

No Purchases .............. 73-2 70-5 870 86-2 93-5 82-6 
001-0-25 .................. 23-2 23-1 10-2 8-9 4•5 12-9 
0-26-0-50 .................. 
0-51 	+ .................... - ..3-6 

.. 

.. 
3-8 
2-6 

2-8 - 6•9 - - - 4-1 
0-4 

Total .............. . 100-0 

.. 

100-0 100-5 100-0 100-0 150-0 

WHITE BREAD 

Pounds per Person per Week 

No Purchases .............. 8-9 - - 2-3 10-4 3-2 
0-01-1-00 .................. 26-8 1-3 3-7 10-0 19-3 10-8 
1-01-1-25 .................. 3-li 1-3 5-5 3-1 1-5 3-4 
1-26-1-50 .................. 14-3 15-4 14-8 8-5 7-5 12-I 
1-51-1-75 .................. 3-6 3-8 8-3 8-5 6-0 6-2 
1-70-200 .................. --8-I) 7-7 11-1 14-6 14-9 11-8 
2-01-2-25 .................. 7-1 3-8 10-2 8-5 7-5 8-2 
2-26-2-50 .................. 1-8 14-1 9-3 10-8 7-5 9-3 
2-51-2-75 .... .............. 

-- 

- 7-7 0-5 3-8 10-4 5-8 
2-76-3-00 .................. 

-- 

8-9 

.. 

910 12-0 9-2 1-5 8-2 
3-01-3-2.3 .................. 

.. 

-- 

1-8 

.. 

1-3 1-9 6-9 1-5 3-0 
3-26--S-SO .................. 

-- 

3-0 9-0 3-7 4-6 3-0 4-9 
3-51-3-75 .................. - 

.. 

3-8 0-5 4-6 3-0 4-3 

-- -- -- 
-- 

10 - 7 21-8 6-5 4-6 6-0 8-8 

- 100-0 100-1 100-1 155-0 105-5 150-0 
3-76 + ----------------------

Total .............. 

BROWN BREAD 

Pounds per Person per Week 

No Purchases .............. 80-4 98-2 85-2 739 73-1 78-7 
0-01-1-00 .................. 19-6 3-8 10-2 1619 12-0 12-9 
1-01 	+ -------------------- 

- 
-  - 4-6 9-2 14-9 8-4 

Total --------------- 
- 

100-0 101-0 	100-5 100-5 100-0 100-9 

• lircludes 26 additional families of foreign racial origin. 
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Table 53.—Percentages of Families Reporting Specified Quantities of Food Purchases 
per Person—Concluded 

(1250-291 Income per Person Group—October-November, 1938) 

(Percentages) 

I 
I Quebec Quebec and - Maritimes (French) Ontario Prairies Vancouver I 	All Cities 

(British) 

Total Families ............. .56 78 108 130 67 465 

BtrrrzR 

Pounds per Person p'r Week 

No Purchases .............. . 
6.1 

10-3 2.8 92 9-0 7-3 
001-025.................. 1.3 56 69 7-4 7.7 
026-050 .................. 21.4 32.1 40.7 27.7 26-9 31-8 
0-51-075 .................. 32-1 24-3 32-4 26-9 38.8 29-5 
076-100 .................. 21-4 26-9 16-7 200 11-9 18.3 
101-125 .................. 

.5-4 

1-8 

.. 

3-8 0-9 6-2 4-5 3.7 
1-26-150 ........ . ......... 

.. 

1-8 

.. 

1-3 - 23 115 1-3 
1-51 	+ .................... 

.. 

.. 

- 
.. 

- 0-9 0-8 - 0-4 

Total .............. . 
.. 

1000 150-0 100-0 1050 1005 1000 

Czss 

Pounds per Person per Week 

No Purchases .............. 60-7 65.4 45-4 50-8 47-8 51.8 
001-025 .................. 33-9 25-6 52-8 40-8 49-2 42-4 
026-050 .................. 5-4 7.7 1-8 8-4 3-0 5-6 
0-51+ ..................... - ..

..

.. 

1-3 - - - 0-2 

Total .............. . 100-5 

.. 

100-0 100-0 1000 155-0 1000 

Eoa 

Eggs per Person per Week 

No Purchases .............. 12-5 23-1 16-7 26-9 134 19-4 
62-5 55-1 56-5 33-8 43-3 48-2 

4- 	6 ....................... 16-1 19-2 23-1 28-5 31-3 24-9 
7-9 ....................... 7-1 

. 

1-3 2-8 8-5 9-0 5-8 

1-3........................ 

10-12 ....................... ..1-8 
.. 
.. 

1-3 0-9 2-3 3-0 1-7 

Total ............... 1000 1505 150-6 ISO-S 100-1 100-6 

Includes 26 additional families of foreign racial origin. 
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SHELTER 
Survey faillilicS spent. an  average of 192 p.c. of their total outlay on shelter. 

1;xj)flditu1eS amounted to $283 per family of British origin and $245 for French 
ilies in Montreal and Quebec. Considerable regional variations were observed 

a the amount of expenditure devoted to shelter. Survey families in Ottawa 
-liowed the heaviest expense, averaging close to $360 per family, or 233 p.c. of 
I lie average budget. This excess over other cities was due chiefly to higher 
:tverage rentals paid by tenant householders. Families in Halifax also showed a 
Illatively high shelter cost of $326 per family, clue in part to large payments by 
families purchasing homes. Shelter costs for Halifax families averaged 222 P.C. 
of all expenditures. Toronto families reported fairly high rentals among tenants, 
and showed an average cost of $316 per family, or 20-5 P.C. of the family budget. 
Among survey families in other Eastern cities, such as Charlottetown, Saint 
John, Quebec and Montreal, shelter costs centred around $240. They ranged 
from $234 per family in Charlottetown to $249 in Montreal for families of French 
origin, with corresponding proportions of expenditure on housing of 169 p.c. and 
I 7-9 p.c respectively. Western averages were moderately higher, approximating 
S275. Averages for British families varied within narrow limits from $270 for 
families in Saskatoon and Edmonton, to $279 for those in Vancouver. Families 
of foreign origin in Winnipeg spent an average of $246, as compared with $276 
pint by families of British origin in the same city. Proportionate housing 
xpPnditures for British families in Western cities ranged from 189 p.c. of living 

in Saskatoon, to 19-6 p.c. for British families in Winnipeg and Vancouver. 
Tible 54—City Comparisons of Wage-Earner Family Expcndture for Shelter 

I iiarjottetowr 

Saioo. John.... 

Montreal—Fr 
Bri 
ot' 

ottawa ....... 
looronto ....... 
T,o,o,lon 
\Vinnipcg—Bri 

oci 
Sooskatoon.... 
Edmonton.. 

TIPI Liver. - 

ity Expenditure 
per Family 

Expenditure 
per Person 

Percentage 
of Total 
Living 

Expenditure 

$ $ 
234 50 16.9 
326 71 22-2 
239 53 18-7 
235 48 19.4 

nh ................................................ 249 45 17-9 
245 51 17-6 
275 54 19-8 

fish ................... .............................. 
357 

.. 

79 23.3 
er .................... .............................. 

316 73 20.5 
257 64 192 

Ltish ................................................ 276 64 19.6 
icr ................................................. 246 55 179 

270 63 18-9 
270 

. 

. 

63 190 
279 63 196 

Shelter Costs in Relation to Income 

(t) income per Person 
A marked advance in shelter costs occurred at successively higher income 

levels. British families with annual incomes of $100 to $199 per person 
- toent an annual average of $183 on shelter. Those earning upwards from $600 
per person spent the appreciably larger uin of $438. Proportions of expenditure 
devoted to housing, however, showed little variation within this income range. 
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The proportion of home purchasers increased sharply as income per person 
mounted, and correspondingly larger average home payments per family held 
shelter expenditure percentages between 21 6 and 189 throughout this income 
per person range. Shelter costs for French families varied between 188 p.c. and 
176 p.c. of total living expenditures between $100-199 and $400-499 income 
per person groups. There were comparatively few families in the French sample 
purchasing homes. 

Table 55.—Shelter Costs at Progressive Income Per Person Levels 

rnme per Person 
( 

5600+ 	Average 

(1,135 British Families) 

Shelter Costs per Family ............. 	5 183 235 288 323 387 488 283 
Shelter Costs per Person .............. 5 3 48 67 85 107 129 
Percent.ageofTotalLivingExpcnditure,. 19-5 18.9 19-6 20-2 21.8 19.6 19-3 

(211 French Families) 

Shelter Costs per Family ............. $ 206 250 259 271 (') (') 245 
Shelter Costs per Person .............. $ 32 45 59 

1 
75 () (') 46 

Percentage of Total Living Expenditure.. 18.8 18-3 17-6 18.7 - - 184 

(I) InsuffIcient records 

(b) Income per Family 
Housing costs as a proportion of total living expenditures fell gradually as 

income per family mounted. British families with annual incomes from $400 to 
$799 spent 22-6 p.c. of their living costs on shelter, while those having $2,000 or 
more spent 195 p.c. These percentages represented almost the same rise in 
actual cash outlay as noted at progressive levels of income per person. Family 
expenditure on shelter increased from $165 to $425 in the above family income 
groups, and from $183 to $438 between the $100-199 and $600+ income per 
person groups. By reducing all costs to a per person basis, however, shelter 
expenditures increased from $37 to $92 per person from the lowest to the highest 
income per family group, while from the $100-199 to the $600+ income per 
person level, shelter costs advanced from $32 to almost $130 per person. 

French families in Montreal and Quebec showed a decline in proportionate 
shelter costs similar to that of British families, and shelter cost proportions 
dropped from 226 p.c. at the lower income per family level to 17•3 pc. at the 
$2,000+ income level. 

Table 56.—Shelter Costs at Progressive Income per Family Levels 

Income per Family $1j 	$ 2. 000+ 

(1,135 British Families)  

165 213 279 330 425 Shelter Costs per Family ............. . ......... 	$ 
Shelter Costs per Person ....................... $ 
Percentage of Total Living Expenditure ............ 

37 50 65 73 92 
.22-6 20-4 20-0 18•9 19-5 

(211 French Families) 

Shelter Costs per Family ................. ...... $ 167 211 248 287 377 
Shelter Costs per Person ....................... $ 40 43 49 43 55 
Percentage of Total Living Expenditure ............ . 22.6 20-0 18.4 16-3 17-3 
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Shelter Costs in Relation to Size of Family 

It was observed in the chapter on family food expenditure, that an increase 
in the size of wage-earner families resulted in a rise in proportionate expenditures 
on foods. However, the reverse was the case with family shelter costs. British 
families with one child spent an average of $298 for shelter, while those with 
five children spent $239. Proportions of food expenditure rose from 272 p.c. to 
382 1).C. between the above child groups, but housing costs dropped from 212 P.C. 
to 171 p.c. Shelter costs for French families showed a slight increase from 
$228 to $267 between the one and five child groups, with these amounts forming 
213 p.c. and 164 p.c, of corresponding living expenditure averages. 

Table 57.—Shelter Costs According to Size of Farnil 
(1,15 British Families) 

Number of Children 1 2 3 4 5 

Shelter Costs per Family ....................... $ 298 300 260 267 239 
Shelter Costs per Person....................... S 96 73 51 44 32 
Percent.ageofTotalLivingExpenditure ............ . 21.2 205 18.0 18•1 171 

(211 French Families) 

267 Shelter Costs per Fain ily ...................... $ 22824) 234 	2C.3 
Shelter Costs per Person ....................... $ 74 57 46 43 33 
Percentage of TMal 1.iving Expenditure ............ .21.3 19.0 17.8 189 16.4 

Shelter Costs in Relation to Tenure 

Families living in rented dwellings spent 200 p.c. of total living expenditure 
for shelter. Those residing in their own homes paid out a slightly lower propor-
tion of 193 p.c. However, it should be noted that the average income for 
owner families was more than 11 p.c. greater than that for tenant fami1ie. and 
these percentages represented cash outlays of $297 for owners as conipiired with 
$279 for tenant families. 

shelter costs for British owner and tenant families in the various cities 
revealed some noteworthy cliuTerenees . Although the average housing expendi-
tures of owner families for all cities was higher than that. for tenants, neverthe-
less, for families in four of the twelve cities the average tenant housing cost 
showed an excess over that for owners. This occurred for families in Toronto, 
Winnipeg. Ottawa and London. In Halifax. Saint .Tohn, Saskathon, Edmonton 
and Vancouver, owner shelter costs were appreciably greater than those of 
tenant families, while in Charlottetown the average amounts spent by these 
two types of families were almost identical. 

The differences between shelter costs of owners and tenants were generally 
more pronounced for the cities in which owner families showed a relatively high 
expenditure of principal and interest on homes being purchased. Housing costs 
for owner families in Saskatoon, Edmonton and Vancouver averaged about $50 
higher than the corresponding amounts for tenants. In Halifax they averaged 
$147 higher, and in Saint. John, where tenant costs were low, the excess of owner 
expenditures amounted to $130. In cities where the tenant housing cost was 
larger than that of owners, differences ranged from $74 for London families to 
$4 for those in Charlot.tetown. Shelter costs for Ottawa tenants averaged $27 
higher than for owners, while in Toronto the corresponding difference was $25, 
and in Winnipeg $22. 
16 
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Table 58.—City Comparisons of Shelter Costs in Relation to Tenure 

City 

Owner 
Families 
Petoentage 
of Total 
Families 

o wner 

Cost per 
am y 

T 	t enan 
Shelter 
Cost per 

ami y 

Percentage 
of Owners 
Reporting 
Payments 
on Homes 

$ $ 

Charlottetown ....................................... 230 234 60-0 
Halifax .............................................. 27-4 438 291 81-8 
SaintJohn ........................................... 7.7 359 229 66-7 
Quebec 5  ............................................. - - 225 - 
Montreal—French .................................. 

.185 

- 

. 

- 233 - 
Montreal—British .................................. - - 247 - 
Montrea1 5 Other .................................... - - so - 
Ottawa .............................................. 17-9 

..

.. 

335 362 58.8 
Toronto............................................. 

..

..

.. 

298 323 82.1 
London .............................................. 30-8 206 280 55.0 
Winnipeg—British ................................... 47-8 265 287 64-8 
Winnipeg—Other ...................................... 

29. .5 

57.8 

. 

230 269 61.5 
Saskatoon ........................................... 34.6 

. 

. 

302 254 62.2 
Edmonton ........................................... 43.6 

. 

303 247 46.3 
Vancouver ........................................... .46-4 

. 

. 

309 255 64.1 

Too few home-owners in the sample to provide significant averages. 

Housing Expenditure of Owner Families 
The following brie.f examination is presented to give a general idea of the 

importance of the different constituents entering into the shelter costs of home-
owners. In any given year these may vary considerably as indicated by the 
number of families reporting outlays for different shelter purposes during the 
survey period. Less than two-thirds of owner families reported repair bills, 
and about 3 p.c. showed no tax bil]s. These were mostly families who purchased 
homes during the survey year, and had not yet. received tax notices. A sum-
mary of owner shelter expenditures is shown in Table 59. 

Table 59.—Distribution of Shelter Costs for 364 British Owner Families 

Averages Averages Percentage Percentage 
- Percentage Based on Based on of Total 

Onner 
of Total 
Owner Reporting Families 364 Owner 

C ter ramIy Reporting Families Cost Expenditure 

$ 
Payments on Home ..................... 254 159t 53-5t 10.3 
Cost of Repairs ......................... 56 32 10-8 2-1 
Additions to Property ................... 17.9 83 15 5-1 1.0 
Property Taxes ......................... 

..62.6 

..58-3 

96.4 76 74 24.9 4-8 
Water Taxes ............................ 89-6 12 11 3-7 0.7 
Firelnsurance.etc ...................... 48-1 

.. 

.. 

13 6 2-0 0-4 

Total Shelter Cost ............. . 159-S 

.. 

.. 

297 297 inns 193 

s All families reported a total owner shelter cost; hence, the average expenditure for shelter, based 
on total families, was identical to that based on the number of families reporting, but the item averages 
computed on the latter basis, of course, (lid not add up to $297. 

t Includes an element of investment in addition to shelter cost. 

Payments on Homes.—The largest single item contributing to the annual 
shelter costs of owner families was the amount required to meet payments 
of interest and principal. Almost 63 p.c. of British owner families reported 
payments of this kind during the survey year, the remaining 37 p.c. being 
in full possession of their homes. Approximately 10 p.c. of the families 
showing payments had purchased homes during the year, and accordingly 
reported a high initial cost. Most of these were located in Edmonton and 
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Vancouver. The typical amount of payments on the home reported by pur-
chasing families approximated $250, while the average for all owner families was 
considerably lower at $159. This latter amount constituted 103 p.c. of total 
living expenditures for the average home-owner family. 

An appreciable variation was noted in the amounts paid on the home by 
families at different income levels. The average payment per owner family 
with annual income of $100 to $199 per person amounted to $43. For families 
\vlIose incomes ranged from $600 upwards per person, the average outlay was 
-lIbstantially higher at $334. At the lower ineGme per person level, payments 
on homes accounted for only 4 p.c, of living expenditures among owner 
families, while in the $600+ group they rose to more than 14 p.c. of the 
total budget. Likewise, payments on homes accounted for a proportionately 
larger share of the total owner shelter cost as incomes progressed. Among 
owner families with annual incomes of $100 to $199 per person, payments 
averaged 29-5 p.c. of total shelter cost, and for families whose incomes amounted 
to $600-i-- per person, the proportion was considerably higher at 65-5 p.c. 

Table 60.—Principal and Interest Payments by British Owner Families at l'rogressive 
Income per Person Levels 

Income per Person $100- $200- 
299 

$300- 
399 

$400- 
499 

$500- 
599 s000+ Average  

Amount per Family ................... 	$ 43 94 143 189 238 334 159 
Percent,ige of Total Owner Family Living 

7.3 9.5 11.3 132 142 103 Expenditure ............ ........... ......4.4 
J'ercentnge of Total Owner Shelter Coat 29.5 449 51-0 55.6 591 655 53.5 

Property Taxes.—An average outlay of $74 per family for property taxes 
constituted the second largest item of owner shelter costs, representing one-
fourth of the shelter total, and 48 p.c. of the average home-owner family 
budget. City percentages ranged from 66 and 62 for owner families in London 
and Halifax, respectively, to 34 in Charlottetown. Cities in Western Canada 
approximated more closely the Dominion average of 4-8 p.c. Property taxes in 
Winnipeg averaged 49 p.c., and in Edmonton and Vancouver, this proportion 
dropped to 44 and 41 p.c., respectively. Owner families in Toronto spent an 
average of 48 p.c. of their total expenditures on this item. 

In line with the sharp increase in payments on homes made by owner 
otmilies at high income levels, a moderate advance was noted also in the average 
Lxpenses for property taxes. Owner families in the $100-199 income per 
person group spent an average of $45 annually for property taxes, while those 
with incomes of $600+ per person spent $119. However, unlike payment.s on 
homes, the increased outlay was not sufficient to form a larger proportion of 
total expenditures as incomes progressed. Instead, the proportionate amounts 
of total living expenditure on property taxes remained relatively stationary, and 
in relation to total shelter cost declined from 305 p.c. to 234 p.c. between the 
$100-199 and $600-F income per person groups. 

13O95- 
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rahie 61.—Citf Comparisons of Home-Owner Family Expenditures for Property Taxes 

City 
Expenditure Percentage Percentage 

	

per Home- of Total 	of Total 
Owner 	Shelter 	Living 
Family 	Costs 	Expenditure 

. -.ajfll. .Joh a....................................................... 
ottawa.......................................................... 
Toronto ........................................................... 
London.......................................................... 
Winnipeg—British................................................. 

Other................................................. 
°askatoon .................................................  ....... 
Edmonton ...............................................  ........ 
\ancouver....................................................... 

$ 
50.1 	21.8 

110.7 	266 
599 	16.7 

109-4 	32.7 
79.6 	287 
810 	39.3 
7i0 	26.8 
582 	253 
75.0 	248 
659 	2l8 
59.7 	19-3 

3-4 
62 
3.9 
60 
4-8 
66 
4.9 
4.3 
4-8 
4.4 
41 

ijo few home-owners in the Quebec and Montreal samples to provide significant averages. 

'o.'t of Repairs and Additions to Property.—About. 60 p.c. of owner 
i:tniilics reported some expenses for repairs to dwellings. The average outlay 

family amounted to $32, or 11 p.c., of the total owner housing cost. 
.\iIitions to property were shown by less than 20 p.c. of these households, 
mci the average expenditure per family of $15 was considerably lower than 
that for repairs. The proportion of total living costs spent on repairs to 
dwellings likewise was greater, averaging 21 p.c., as compared with 1.0 p.c. 
for l)roperty additions. Average amounts spent on additions, however, were 
higher than those spent for repairs. An average of $83 was spent by owner 
:aiilies reporting additions to their property, while $56 constituted the average 

tint spent by families making repairs. 

Water Taxes, Fire Jnsnranee, etc.—Fractional percentages of owner-family 
living expenditure were devoted to the items of water taxes and fire insurance. 
The average expense per family for water taxes amounted to $11, accounting 
for 0'7 p.c. of total owner living costs, and 4 p.c. of the costs for shelter. 
Approximately 50 p.c. of the owner families reported payment of fire insurance 
premiums on their homes, representing 0'4 p.c. of the total living expenditure, 
or 2 p.c. of owner shelter costs. Presumably many other owner families carried 
fire insurance policies for which premiums did not come due during the survey 
yu:fl. 

Housing Expenditures of Tenant Families 

With the exception of a very small proportion spent for repairs and water 
taxes, prnct.ically all of the housing eXpenseS of wage-earner tenant families 
consisted of rental payments. The average yearly shelter outlay of tenant 
families of British racial origin amounted to $279 and $231 for families of 
French origin in Montreal and Quebec. Shelter costs ranged from $362 for 
tenant families in Ottawa, to $225 and $229 for French families in Quebec 
and British families in Saint John, respectively. 

Rent-Income Ratios 

Tenant families with ini-&imes of $100 to $299 per person spent 20'5 p.c. of 
fl Hota1 expenditure on shelter, while those whose annual incomes ranged 
from 1,600 per person upward spent only 18'2 p.c. for this purpose. By examining 
this relationship of rent to income at different rental levels, a converse relation-
hip  be demonstrated, i.e., while the proportion of income devoted to rent, 
ends to fall as income rises. ratios of rent, to income tend to rise at successively 

1 	 i 	 I 	 )1I ("I~- 	Î or t ( fl III 	II 	p 0(1 IIL_ 
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less than $150 annually as rent, formed only 128 p.c. of total living expcnditure. 
For those paying upwards from $600 yearly on rentals, the average outlay per 
family accounted for the substantially higher proportion of 264 p.c. The 
following tables show the ratios of rent to income when these data are classified 
first according to income groups, and then according to rent groups. 

CHART 7 

DISIRUUTI0N OF TENANT FAMILIES ACCORDING TO ANNUAL RENT 

EXPENDITURES AT PROGRESSIVE INCOME PER FAMILY LEVELS 

INCOME 	PER CENT 
PER 

FAMILY 	40 

30 

400 - 7Y9 	 20 

/0 

0 

800-1199 

1200-1599 

oo-ig9 

2u + 	 20 

ANNUAL RENT PER FAMILY 

S See Tables 62 and 143. 
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Table 62..—(A) Ratios of Rent to Income at Successive Levels of Income per Person 
(771 British Tenant Families) 

Family Income per Person $100-199 $200-299 $100-399 $400-499 $500-599 $600 ± 

Rent-Income Ratios ............... ..... .205 200 20.1 20.1 208 18•2 

(B) Ratios of Rent to Income at Successive Levels of Rent 

Annual Rent $-149 $150- $200- $250- $300- $350- $400- $450- $500- $SoO + per Family 199 I 	249 299 349 399 449 499 549 

Rent-Income 
12.8 16.41 18.5 19.2 20.7 22.4 23.3 26.4 26.3 264 

Rentals of Families at Low Earnings Levels 

Interesting results were revealed by an examination of a special tabulation 
of rents in the lower family earnings groups. This comparison afforded some 
idea of the basic levels of rent among self-supporting tenant families in different 
urban areas. Rent averages at family earnings level of from $800*  to $1,199 
per annum appeared to bear no consistent relationship to regions or size of city. 
Rents varied from $169 a year for Saint John tenants in this income group to 
$299 for those in Ottawa. It will be noted that high rents coincided with 
relatively high proportions of total expenditure for shelter. These proportions 
ranged from 147 for Charlottetown to 289 for Ottawa. The following table 
gives the rent averages for the different cities arranged in order of magnitude. 

Table 63.—City Rent Averages for Tenant Families with Earnings of $800 to $1,199 
per Annum 

City 
Percentage Annual 	of Total Average 	Living Rent 	Expenditure 

$ 

SaintJohn .................................................................... 169 17.6 
177 147 

Montreal—French ............................................................. 194 178 
Edmonton.................................................................... 397 190 
Saskatoon.................................................................... 200 u.S 
Montroal—British ............................................................ 201 19.4 
Quebec....................................................................... 209 203 

Charlottetown.................................................................. 

Halifax....................................................................... 213 

. . 

192 
Vancouver .................................................................... 226 

. . 

.. 

205 
Winnipeg—British ............................................................ 226 

.. . 

21.3 
Montreal—Other .............................................................. 242 

. . 

20-1 
London....................................................................... 242 

.. . 

214 
Toronto...................................................................... 

. 

246 

. . 

21.4 
Ottawa....................................................................... .299 

.. 
289 

A comparatively small proportion of normally constituted wage.earner families was found 
with annual earnings of less than $800, although 1931 Census returns showed a considerable 
proportion of wage.earners receiving less than this amount. 



CHAPTER VI 

FUEL AND LIGHT 
Under this heading were included expenditures for coal, wood, gas, fuel 

oil, etc., as well as the important item of electricity. The c1stril)ution of costs 
Uggeste(l that wage-earner families employed a variety of fuels, depending 

o iainly upon geographical location. 
The annual average cost of heating and lighting urban wage-earner family 

dwellings arocunted to nearly $10() for families of British racial origin, and this 
outlay formed 7 p.c. of all living expcnthtures. The most common expense 
reported for fuel and light fell between $100 and $150, with over 42 p.C. of the 
families showing purchases within this expenditure range. However, almost 
45 P.0 51)ent 1111)OUflts of less than $100, and only 13 p.c. were above $150. 

Fuel and Light Purchases in Relation to Income 

Expenditure for fuel and light showed a slight advance at progressive 
income per person levels. Families with incomes from $100 to $199 per person 
spent an average of $80 for this l)ul'pose, while those with incomes of $600 and 
over averaged $118. These outlays formed diminishing proportions of total 
\iving expenditure as incomes moved higher. Fuel and light percentages 
of living expenditure dropped steadily from 86 to 53 between the above 
mc('nhe groups. About three-fourths of the families with incomes of $100 to 
$199 per person reported expenditures of less than $100 for this budget group. 
Among those with incomes of $600 or more, only 25 p.c. showed fuel and light 
costs within this range, while nearly half spent between $100 and $149, and 
the remaining quarter spent over $150. 

It may be noted that the number of rooms per household increased gradually 
as income Per person advanced. 

Table 64.—Distribution of Fuel and Light Costs at Progressive Income per Person Levels 

(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

Amount $100-199 $200-299 $300-399 3400499 3.500-599 $600 4 Average 

1'ERCNTAOE8 

9.6 85 10.6 100 94 115 98 
63.2 409 308 27.3 24-5 147 14-8 
28.3 422 47'4 42•3 42.5 49.2 424 

I0-199 	. 	................... .- 7.8 8.6 17.2 22.6 164 109 
00 	f ......................... 0.9 0-6 26 3-2 1.0 8.2 21 

49 .......................
.710- 99 .......................

100-149 ...................... 

INS liii IN'S 155.5 lieS 1555 liii 

80 95 102 113 118 100 Exp'iiditurc per Family. .... $ 

'I'utal ............... 

Pereentage of Family Expen- 
8-6 7.6 7-1  

F65 
6.3 5.3 7-0 diture ...................... 

Rooms per Household 4'9 5•1 5•2  5.4 5.5 52 

Distribution of Fuel and Light Expenditures 

Coal provided the principal source of heat for the dwellings of British 
wage-earner families. Almost two-thirds of the households reported coal 

79 
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purchasc, and more than 20 p.c. showed an expense for coke. The average 
cost for coal by families reporting purchases during the survey year amounted 
to $56, while for all families it was somewhat lower at $36. Outlays for coal 
and coke togcther formed almost 47 p.c. of all fuel and light expenditures for 
British families. Purchases of wood were shown by 63 p.c. of the households, 
and expenses per family averaged a little more than $10. Fuel oil was used 
by less than one-tenth of survey families, and accordingly formed only 3 p.c. 
of heating costs. 

Practically all dwellings of British families were supplied with electricity, 
and the average yearly expense amounted to $27 per family. Electricity ranked 
next to coal in importance in the wage-earner family fuel budget, and 
constituted more than one-fourth of the total cost of fuel and light. The use 
of gas was reported by about 30 p.c. of the families and formed one-tenth of 
the average outlay, whilc kerosene, gasolene and other incidental expenses 
comprised the remaining 3 p.c. of fuel and light expenditure. 

CHART 8 
FUEL AND LIGHT EXPENDITURES 

AT 
LOW AND HIGH INCOME 
EXPENDITURE PER FAMILY 

JO 	20 	30 	40 

PER PERSON LEVELS 
PERCENT OF TOTAL FUEL AND 

LIGHT EXPENDITURE 
0 	10 	20 	30 40 

COAL 

COKE 

FUEL OIL 

WOOD 

GAS 

ELECTRICITY 

LEGEND ______ Families with incomes of 100-199 per person 
" 	" 	" 600 or more per person 

The extent of purchases for the majority of the above items was somewhat 
less among families of French racial origin. Total fuel and light costs averaged 
$72, as compared with $100 for British families. Expenses for coal were shown 
by only 54 p.c. of the households, and combined costs of coal and coke formed 
less than one-fourth of total fuel and light expenditures. However, a relatively 
higher proportion of French families reported purchases of wood, and also fuel 
oil. About three-fourths of the households bought wood during the year, 
comprising an average expense of $17 per family. Fuel oil purchases were 
recorded for 17 p.c. of the families. The use of electricity was general among 
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French families, and the annual cost constituted the largest single item of the 
fuel and light budget, averaging nearly $19 per family. As in the case of 
British households the cost of electricity formed slightly more than one-fourth 
of the total outlay for this budget group. Thu relatively low fuel costs reported 
by French families was due mainly to the large proportion living in flats 
individually heated by stoves. 

Table 65.-Fuel and Light Costs of British and French Families 

(1,135 British Families) 

- 

Percentage 
of Total 
Families 
fleporting 

Expend i- 
ttires 

Bated on 
Families 
Reporting 

Expend i- 
tures 
Based 
on All 

Families 

Average 
Quantities 
lurchaseci 

by All 
Families 

Percentago 
of Total 
Fuel and 
Light 
Costs 

$ $ 

Coal .................................... 650 55.6 359 386 tons 360 
Coke ................................... 21.7 48.1 10.4 0.85 tons 10.5 
FuelOil ................................ 80 427 3•4 26.12gai. 3•4 

62.6 16.6 10.4 0.87 cords 10.5 

.. 

30.8 

.. 

33.2 102 - 10.2 

.. 

95.7 27.6 26.5 - 26.0 

Wood .....................................

Kerosene ............................... 4.1 01 - 01 
Gasolene ................................ . 

23 
1.8 0.1 - 0.1 

Gas ....................................... 
Electricity ................................ 

Other ................................... 

.30 

216 26 - 

Total ....................... 

.2.4 

. 1100 

.. 

906 99.1 - 110.0 

(211 French Families) 

$ $ 
Coal .................................... 54.5 30.8 16.8 173 tons 23.5 
Coke ................................... 211 I9 0- 14 tonS 2.7 
Fuel Oil ................................ .7•1 .. 296 50 4000 gal. 7.0 

22.9 17.1 202 cords 23.9 
Gas .................................... 51.2 22.1 113 - 15.8 

.90 

957' 195 186 - 200 

Wood ..................................... 

..

744 

8.6 0•4 - 05 

.. 

48 01 - 01 

Electricity ............................. ...
Kerosene .............................. .. 5.7 

.2.3 3.6 0•4 - 0.5 
Gasolene ............................... .. 47 
Other .................................. ... 

Total ....................... . 1011 711 71$ - 1011 

99.4 p.c. of British homes and 100 p.o. of French homes were equipped with electric iights. Pre-
Ily lw r.-imnfs had charges for electricity included with rent. 

:ity Comparisons of Fuel and Light Purchases 

•i 	itounts spent for fuel and light ranged from $120 and $117 for 
families in Cliarlottetown and Halifax, to $71 and $61 for families of foreign 
origin in Montreal and French families in Quebec. Ontario cities showed a 
marked similarity, with purchases averaging $101 for families in Ottawa and 
'iloronto, and $109 for survey families in London where an unusually large 
proportion oi families lived in single houses. Winnipeg and Saskatoon house-
holds spent average amounts close to $110, while those in Edmonton and 
Vancouver showed a considerable drop to $79 and $75 respectively. The low 
Edmonton figure presumably was related to low prices for coal in this area. 

Coal and coke were employed for heating to the greatest extent by survey 
families in Maritime and Ontario cities, as well as in Winnipeg and Saskatoon. 
Families in Vancouver showed relatively heavy purchases of wood, and lcs of 
coal. These families made extensive use of saw-dust blocks for heating 
purposes. Wood was burned also in considerable quantities by Quebec families, 
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as evidenced by the fact that almost 45 p.c. of their total cost of fuel and light 
was for wood, and only 10 p.c. for coal. Oil burning stoves for heating purposes 
were found chiefly in the Maritime cities, and purchases of fuel oil averaged $21, 
$12 and $9 per family in Halifax, Saint John and Charlottetown households 
respectively. 

The use of electricity was general in all cities, and expenses ranged from 
$39 to $33 for families in Winnipeg and Saskatoon to $20 and $16 in Montreal 
and Quebec. The high figure for Winnipeg indicated large domestic consump-
tion, since rates were unusually low in that city. Gas for cooking ranges was 
used by only a small proportion of families in Maritime and most Western 
cities. The chief users were in Quebec and Ontario cities, including Montreal, 
Toronto and London. Edmonton was the only western survey city to show 
extensive use of gas. Kerosene, gasolene, etc., were seldom used for heating and 
lighting purposes, and formed only a small proportion of costs in all cities. The 
following table shows the principal fuel and light costs for families in the various 
cities covered by the survey. 

Table 66.—City Comparisons of Wage-earner Family Fuel and Light Costs 
(Average Expenditures per Family) 

Char- . Montreal 
Item lotte- Halifax  

° " Quebec - 

French British Other town 

DOLLAR Ayitarg 
Coalandcoke ............................... 743 7•9 45.9 6.6 24.8 38-7 28-6 

Fuel Oil ..................................... 20-6 122 7-1 4-0 0.7 - 
Wood ........................................ 52 22-5 271 120 49 3.9 

Gas .......................................... . 2-2 0-6 3-6 15-1 20-4 17-I 

Electricity ................................... 29-0 

.- 
21.3 21-9 1610 19-9 20-1 19-4 

Kerosene .................................... 

.8.5 

.69 

0-2 

.. 

- 0-2 0-1 0-5 (1) - 
Gasolene ..................................... 0-1 

.. 

(i) 0.1 o-i - (I) 

Other ........................................ 0-7 

.. 

.. 

(1) - 01 06 2.1 1-6 

Total ................................ . 119-7 

.. 

117-2 1 	1053 60-7 77.9 59•9 70-6 

Item Ottawa Toronto London 
Winnipeg Ed 	- Van- 

British 	Other toon ton eouvcr 

DOLL.&R 

i 
AVCRAGg$ 

Coal and Coke .................... 54•6 58-7 42.8 50-6 43-2 62-6 304 11.5 

Fuel Oil .......................... (1) - - - 0-4 - 3.8 

Wood............................. 

. .- 

..4 1-3 0-9 18-4 28-7 14-9 3-3 30-6 

Gas ............................... .6.8 . 

1-5 

20-5 378 1-8 2-3 - 250 77 

Electricit.y ....................... 

.. 

20-2 27-9 38-8 28-6 32-9 20-0 213 

Kerosene ......................... 0-1 0-1 - - - 0-9 - - 
Gasolene ......................... (1) 

.. 

0-1 - (1) 0-8 0-3 (1) (I) 

Other ..... 	...................... (1) 

.. 

.. 

0-7 - 0-4 - - - - 
Total ..................... . 101-4 

.. 

191-1 100-4 UI-I 103-0 112-0 28-7 748 

• Largely sawdust blocks. 
(1) Less than 10-I. 



CHAPTER VII 

CLOTHING 
Clothing formed the third largest budget expenditure of wage-earner 

families. The relative importance of this group was exceeded only by 
that of food and shelter. As compared with these latter budget require- 
ments, (lotlung costs for families at varying income levels showed a soiiie- 
what different trend. It has been observed that the proportions of family 
expenditure on food declined materially between low and high income levels. 
In contrast., the proportionate amounts spent for clothing remained fairly 
steady, and the middle income groups even showed a slight advance. In other 
words, actual family expenditures for clothing increased with income at a rate 
comparable to the rise in the total family living budget. The difference is 
interesting in that it points to a considerably wider range of preference in family 
clothing expenses than in most other so-called necessity budget groups. 

Clothing l)111el1ases constituted 11 p.c. of the average wage-earner family 
budget, representing a cash outlay per family of $159. City variations were 
comparatively slight and proportions of expenditure ranged from 131 p.c. for 
families of French racial origin in Montreal to 105 p.c. for families in 
Vancouver. However, actual expenditure averages varied from $190 for Mont-
real French families to $142 for the Quebec and Saint John samples. The 
amounts most frequently reported for clothing fell between $100 and $149 per 
family with almost 28 p.c. of families showing expenses within this range. 
More than 51 p.c. showed costs ranging upwards from $150, while 21 p.c. were 
for amounts of less than $100. 

Family Clothing Expenditure in Relation to Income 

The poportion of family living expenditures for clothing was little affected 
by changes in income. Families earning from $100 to $199 per person spent 
10.0 p.c. of their total living costs upon clothing, while those with annual 
income per person of $600 or more spent exactly the same proportion, although 
the average number of persons per family declined from 56 t& 33 between these 
income groups. Clothing percentages rose at a slightly faster rate than total 
living expenditures from the $100-199 income per person level to that of 
$400-499, and then receded gradually again. Actual cash outlays showed a 
ittarked increase from an average of $94 for families in the $100-199 income 
per person group, to $224 for those earning upwards of $600 per person. 
(lothing costs per person advanced from $16 to $66 between these income 
ranges. Ilowever, it will be seen in a later section that these amounts varied 
considerably according to the ages and sex of the individual family members. 
More than 55 p.c. of the families in the lowest income group showed clothing 
costs of less than $100, while in the highest only 16 p.c. were within this range, 
:wil mnor, than &) pc. reportel anmimnts greater than $200. 
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Table 67.—Percentage Distribution and Average Amounts of Family Clothing 
Expenditure at Progressive Income per Person Levels 

(1,135 British Fanillies) 

Income per Person *100-199 $200-299 *300-399 *400-499 *500-599 $600 + Total 

PERCENTAGES 

Clothing Expenditure: 
202 3.4 2•2 0-9 - - 3-9 
35.1 23-8 15.7 100 2.8 1-6 16.8 

100-149 ................... 29.0 297 31.1 263 24-5 11-5 27-9 

$ 	0- 	49 .................... 

150-199 ................... 9-6 21-6 26-9 21-8 31.1 26-2 23-0 

50- 	99 .................... 

6I 159 13.5 17.7 20-8 31-2 15-9 
250-299 ................... - 

. 

3-8 5-5 12-3 8.5 14.8 6-5 
300-349 ................... - 

. 

0-9 2.6 5-9 4-7 9-8 31 
350-399 ................... .- - 2•2 1.4 3.8 3-3 1-4 

200-249 .................... 

400-449 ................... - 

. 

0.6 0-3 1-4 1-9 - 0.7 
- 

.. 

0-3 - 2-3 1-9 1.6 0.8 450 +---------------------- 
10-S 

. 

iso-s is.-. 100-0 100-0 ill-S 100-0 

Expenditure per Family ..... $ 94 142 159 189 197 224 159 

Total ------------------

Expenditure per Person ...... $ 16 29 38 50 55 66 36 
Percentage of Total Living 

Expenditure .............. . 10-0 114 11.0 119 11-0 10-0 11.1 

Clothing Expenditure in Relation to Size of Family 

Large-sized families spent more for clothing than did families with a small 
number of children. However, differences were not substantial, as households 
with one child spent an average amount of $148, while those with five children 
showed only a slightly higher expense of $170. Since family incomes experienced 
no appreciable rise in the larger family groups, this small increase was sufficient 
to carry clothing expenditure proportions upward from 106 p.c. to 122 p.c. of 
the total living budget between these two family groups. Clothing costs per 
person dropped from $48 in the one-child group, to $23 in the group with five 
children. 

Table 68.—Clothing Costs According to Number of Children Per Family 

(1,135 BritIsh Funilies) 

Number of Children 1 2 3 4 5 

Clothing Costs per Family ..................... 	$ 148 163 167 174 170 
Clothing Costs per Person ---------------------- 	$ 48 40 33 29 23 
PercentagecfTotalLivjngExpenditure ............ .10.6 11-1 11.6 11.8 12.2 

Distribution of Family Clothing Expenditures 

In nearly all cities the average family expenditure for men's clothing 
(including footwear) was slightly higher than the corresponding amounts for 
women's clothing. Men's clothing costs accounted for 34 p.c. of total family 
clothing outlay, and women's for about 30 p.c. These proportions represented 
actual expenditures per family of $54 and $48 respect,ively. Clothing costs for 
boys and girls between the ages of 3 and 18 were very similar, amounting to 
15-3 p.c. and 14'6 p.c. of family clothing outlay, or $24 and $23 respectively. 
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Infants under 3 years of age required only 2 p.c. of all clothing outlay, with an 
average cost per family of $3. It should be noted that these clothing costs do not 
include supplementary expenses for piece goods, yarns, sewing, etc. These 
items constituted 4'2 1).C. of the average family expenditure on clothing, and 
for the most part were for use in the making of feminine attire. 

Table 69.—Cloihing Costs According to Age and Sex Groups 

1,135 BritIsh FamUies) 

Supple- 
Group Males 	Females Males Females Infants mentary 	Total 

Over 18 	Over 18 3-18 3-18 Under 3 Clothing 
Coals 

Averngo Number of Persona 
per Famil' .............. 1.1 	0.9 08 04 - 	43 

Cost per 1aiiiil3 . ..........$ 54 48 	24 23 3 7 	151 
Cost per Person ........... 	$ 

.1..1 

49 43 	27 29 7 2 	35 
Percentage of Total Clothing I  

Costs .................... . 34.1 30.0 1 	15.3 146 18 4.2 	liii 

Average clothing expenditure per person for all families of British racial 
origin amounted to $36. As already observed, there was considerable variation 
in the amounts spent to clothe family members of different, ages and sex. The 
number of male and female family members over 18 years of age averaged 1 1 
in each case. hence, the average clothing costs per person were slightly less 
than the average cost per family for these groups, and amounted to $49 and 
$43 for males and females, respectively. The number of boys per family between 
the ages of 3 and 18 years averaged 09, and the number of girls 08. Clothing 
expenses per female member in this age group amounted to $29, as against. $27 
for each male. Since the nulll})cr of citihireit under 3 years of age averaged only 
04 per family, the clothing cost per child at $7 was considerably higher than 
the average expense of $3 per family noted above. Presumably a considerable 
portion of clothing in this group came as gifts. 

Ciolllng Costs of Family Members in Relation to Income 

Marked contrast, was apparent in clothing costs for the various members of 
the fatally at different income per person levels. Among British families with 
annua] incomes of $100 to $199 per person, the average clothing expenditure 
for males over 18 years of age amounted to $31. For women's clothing in 
the same income and age group, the average expense per family was only $18. 
As the amount of income per person moved higher, clothing expenditures for 
vamen experienced a greater increase, and at. the $600+ income per person 
level the costs per family for male and female clothing were practically the 
same, averaging $86 and $83 respectively. Family outlay for children's clothing 
showed relatively little variation from low to high income levels, and in most 
eases experienced a slight decline due to the fact that the average number of 
children per family was considerably less in the high income per person groups. 
For example, clothing costs per family for males from 3 to 18 years of age in 
the $100-199 income per person group averaged $21, and in the $600+ group 
slightly lower at $20. The average number of males in this age group dropped 
from 14 to 05 per family within the above income range, and consequently 
upon it per person basis, the average cost per male member from 3 to 18 years 
advanced from $15 to $40. 
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Table 70.—Distribution of Clothing Expenditure in Relation to Age and Sex of Family 
Members at Progressive Income Per Person Levels 

(1,15 British Families) 

Average Number of Persons per Famil? Clothing Costs per Family 

Income per Males Fe- Chit- Males  Fe- Fe- Chit- 
Person Over males Males niFe- 

l Ovr e males Males Males dren 
Over 3-18 Over 3-18 Under 

18 3 18 3 

$ $ $ 8 8 
8100-199 .......... 11 Fl 1-4 1•3 07 31 18 21 18 2 
200-299 .......... 1.1 Fl 1.2 1.0 0.4 44 38 28 24 2 
300-399 .......... 11 

. 

1.1 0•8 0•8 0.3 53 47 25 24 2 
40-499 .......... 1.0 

.. 
10 06 06 04 68 63 24 24 4 

500-599 .......... 10 
. 

10 05 0.6 03 74 68 21 22 4 
600-I- ............ .1.0 10 05 05 03 86 83 20 22 4 

Not incluthng lodgers, domestics etc. 

PRINCIPAL ITEMS OF FAMILY CLOTHI1G EXPENDITURE 
(a) Males Over 18.—Purchases of suits constituted the foremost clothing 

expenditure for maies over 18 years of age. Although less than one-half of the 
families reported such purchases, the average outlay per family of British 
racial origin amounted to almost $13, or approximately one-fourth of the total 
clothing cost for males in that age group. Leather boots and shoes were second 
in importance, and averaged $6 per family. Outlays of this kind were reported 
by 85 p.c. of the families, and accounted for 11 p.c. of the average male's 
clothing expenses. Purchases of overcoats were shown by approximately one-
fourth of the survey families, forming a comparatively small average outlay 
of $58 per family. Socks and stockings amounted to 6 p.c. of expenditure, and 
purchases were reported by nine-tenths of the famiiles. The expenditure per 
family for men's hosiery was less than $4. Clothing costs for French families 
in Montreal and Quebec were similar to the above, but averaged slightly higher 
for suits and overcoats due to a larger proportion of families reporting purchases. 

(b) Males 3.18 Years—Clothing purchases for male members of the family 
from 3 to 18 years of age showed much the same pattern of expenditure as that 
for the higher age group, but the average outlay per family was materially less. 
Since the number of persons in this age group averaged less than one per family, 
the proportion of families showing expenses for the different clothing items was 
also lower. Slightly more than 60 p.c. of British families showed some expense 
for clothing in this age group. The principal costs comprising the average 
expenditure of $24 per family were as follows: suits and separate trousers, 24 p.c. 
of the total; boots and shoes, 18 p.c.; hosiery, overcoats and underwear, each 
approximately 7 p.c.; and shirts 5 p.c. The average number of males per family 
between the ages of 3 and 18 was considerably higher among French families in 
Montreal and Quebec, and averaged 1 2 as compared to 0'9 for British families. 
Consequently average clothing costs for the majority of items were slightly 
higher for families of French racial origin. 

(c) Females over 18 Years.—Clothing expenditures for female members 
over 18 years of age in British families showed a relatively even distribution 
for a large number of items. However, there were several which predominated, 
these being dresses, coats, stockings, shoes and hats. Approximately 70 p.c. of 
families reported outlays for dresses, comprising an average expense of $8 per 
family. Dresses for street and evening wear amounted to 13 p.c. of women's 
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clothing costs, and house dresses, 5 p.c. Top coats of various kinds accounted 
for 17 p.c. and were reported by about one-third of the families. Shoes and 
stockings provided similarly large items of expense, amounting to 14 p.c. and 
13 p.c. of total purchases. These proportions represented outlays of $7 per 

CHART 0 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF 
FAMILY EXPENDITURE FOR CLOTHING 

MENS WEAR 
PER CENT 

MEN(OVER I8YRS.) 

54.2O 
EXPENDITURE PER FAMILY 	zo 01:; 
BOYS(3-18 YRS.) 

oIEXPENDiTURE PER FAMILY 

WOMENS WEAR 

WOMEN (OVER 18 YRS.)4°  
EXPENDITURE PER FAMILY 

47.80 	 oil 

GIRLS (3-I8YRS 
EXPENDITURE PER FAMILY 

23.30 
(I) Includes coats suiFs. dresses swea 

Includes shirts underwear ek. 

2JJ 
ers,ek. 

(' 

silly,, 
family for shoes, and $6 for stockings. Ladies' hats were bought by ap)ro(-
imately three-fourths of the families, and constituted 6 p.c. of women's clothing 
expenses, or an average cost per family of $3. 



Table 71.—Principal Clothing Purchases for Males over 18 Years of Age. 

1,135 British Families 211 French Families 

Percentage A' crage Average Percentage 
i 	rage Average 

Item of Cost Qtiit' Per Cent of os Quantity Per Cent 
Families f 	1135 J'uichased of Total Families Purchased of Total 
Reporting ' . by 1,135 ami tea Cost Reporting • cmi tea by 211 Cost 
Purchases Families Purchases Families 

$ $ 

Overcoats, heavy ............................ 4-2 0-2 7•7 26-1 6-7 03 11-1 
14 light ............................. 0-3 16 0-1 3-0 194 3-9 0-2 6-4 

Raincoats ................................... 

.172 
. 

0-5 0-1 0-9 2-4 0.3 0-1 0.5 
Suits........................................ 441 128 0-5 23-6 48-8 14.2 0-6 23-5 
Trousers ..................................... 41-6 2-2 07 41 32-7 14 05 2-3 
Sweaters .................................... 21.5 0-7 03 1-3 19-0 0.5 0.2 0.8 
Windbreakersand jackets .................... 15.0 09 0-2 1.7 109 0-4 0.1 0.7 

.6-5 

32-5 1-3 0.7 2.8 284 1-2 0-6 2-0 
Socksandatockings ......................... 899 

.. 

3-4 8-1 6.3 90-5 3.7 7-7 6-1 
70-3 1-3 1-6 28 63-5 1.4 1.7 2.3 
52-0 2-0 1-0 3-7 649 3-0 1-5 50 11 winter............................. 
41-6 1-0 0-7 1.8 12.8 0-3 0-2 0-5 
2-4 

.. 

0-1 0-1 0-2 4-3 0-1 0-1 0-2 
39-3 

.. 

.. 

1-1 1-0 2-0 44-1 1•2 1-2 2-0 

Overalls and work coats....................... 

76-7 3-4 2-3 63 75.8 3-6 2-6 6-0 
2-1 0-1 0-1 0-2 4-3 0-1 0-2 0-2 

Pyjamas and nightahirts.......................
Bathrobes..................................... 

50-8 0-9 1-6 1-7 70.1 1-3 2-4 2-1 

Shirts, work (manual labour).................. 
Shirts, street, dress............................ 

30-2 0-3 2-5 0-5 46-4 0-5 6-8 0-8 

Collars........................................ 

9-2 0-1 0-1 0-2 232 0-4 0-3 0-7 
41-0 0-4 0-6 0-7 54-5 0-6 0-9 1-0 

Glovesandmitts.............................. 43-5 

. 

1-0 1-0 1-8 46.9 0-9 1-0 1-5 

Tjnderwear, summer.......................... 

Hats.......................................... 43-9 1-6 0-5 3-0 60-2 2-5 0-8 4.1 
29-2 0-4 0-4 0-7 246 0-3 0-3 0-5 
85-4 6-3 1-4 11-6 81-0 5-6 1-6 9-3 

Ties........................................... 

Shoes, leather.................................
11 canvas and rubber...................... 21-1 0-5 0-3 0-9 11-8 0-3 0-1 0-5 

Handkerchiefs.................................
Scarvesandmufflers........................... 

46-0 0-9 0-6 1-7 (14-9 1-4 1-0 2-3 

Bracesandbelts............................... 

Caps.......................................... 

68-3 1-7 - 3-1 (14-0 1-8 - 2-9 
59-7 2-0 - 3-7 43.6 1-5 - 2-5 
9-6 0-7 - 1-3 6-8 0-7 - 1-1 

Rubbersand overshoes------------------------ 
Shoe repairsand shines........................ 
Cleaning and pressing.......................... 

8-9 0-4 - 0-7 7-8 0-7 - 1-1 
Watches, rings, etc----------------------------- 
Otheritems................................... 

Total ............................ ill-S 54-2 - 100.0 100-0 60-5 - 100-0 

tii 



Table 72.-Principal Clothing Purchases for Males from 3 to 18 Years of Age 

1,1*5 British FamilIes 211 French Families 

Percentage 
of Ày r 	e Average 

Quantity Per Cent 
Percentage 

of Ày Average 
Quantity Per Cent Item 

Famthes 135 Purchased of Total Families of Total 
 Purchased 

Reporting . ami tea by 1,135 Coat Reporting ami tea F 	•l by 	11 Cost 
Purchases Families Purchases Families 

$ $ 

Overcoats, heavy ............................ 15.0 1.3 0-2 5-3 23.7 2.7 0-3 9.5 
61 light ............................. 4-5 0.3 0-1 1.3 10-9 0-8 0.1 2.8 

Raincoats ................................... 6-1 0-3 0-1 1.3 5-2 0.3 01 10 
Suit.s ........................................ 28-6 3-3 0.5 13-5 39.8 54 0.7 19-0 
Trousers ..................................... 46.7 2-5 1-4 10.3 28-9 1-1 0-7 3-9 
Sweaters .................................... 32-5 1-0 0-7 4-1 28-0 0.7 0-6 2-5 
\%lndbroakers and jackets .................... 25-8 1-0 0.3 4-1 11-8 0-5 0-2 1-8 
Overalls and work ooata ..................... 17-1 0-4 0-4 1-6 12-3 0.3 03 1-0 
Socksandatockings ......................... 55-3 1.8 49 7.4 t35 2-6 6-5 9-2 
Underwear, summer ......................... 39.7 0-7 1-1 2-9 403 0.8 1-4 2-8 

34-7 1-0 0-9 4-1 41-7 1.5 1-3 53 
Pyjamas and nightshirts .................... 26-6 0-6 0-5 2-5 11-8 0-3 0-3 1-0 
Bathrobes 	................................. 2-7 0-1 0-1 0-4 2-4 0-1 0-1 0-4 
Shirts, work (manual labour) ................ 7-5 0-2 02 08 47 0.2 0-2 0.7 
Shirts, street, dress .......................... 40-6 1.2 1-5 49 36.0 1-0 1-4 3.5 
Collars ...................................... 0-4 () (I) (I) 0-9 (') (I) (L) 

Ties ......................................... 15-1 0-2 0-4 0-8 28-9 0-4 1-4 1-4 
Handkerchiefs ............................... 8-3 0-1 1-0 0-4 13-7 0-1 1-7 0-4 
Scarves and mufflers ......................... 4.4 0-1 0-1 0-4 10-4 0-1 0-2 0-4 
Braces and belts ............................. 22-8 0-2 0-4 0-8 35-1 0-3 0-8 10 
Gloves and mitts ............................ 25-7 0-4 0-5 1-6 34-6 0-6 1-0 2.1 

1. winter ........................... 

Hats ........................................ 11-6 0.2 0-1 0-8 14-7 0-4 0-3 1-4 
27-0 0-4 0-4 1-6 28-0 0-4 0-5 1-4 
587 4-4 1.7 18-0 62-6 4-7 2-4 16-6 

.. 

37-0 0-0 0-8 3-7 31-8 0-8 0-8 2-8 
35-0 0-7 016 2-9 445 10 14 35 
33-2 0-8 - 33 32-7 0-9 3-2 

Caps......................................... 

84 01 - 0-4 7-6 011 - 0-4 

Shoes,leather................................ 
11 canvasand rubber..................... 

Rubbers and overshoes....................... 

3-5 

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

. 

0-1 - 0-4 3-3 0-3 - 1-0 
Shoe repairs and shines.......................
Cleaning and pressing......................... 

4-5 0.1 - 0-4 1-4 - - - 
Watches, rings. etc............................ 
Otheritems.................................. 

Total ............................ 11-5 24-4 - Ill-I i 	 173 28.4  

(') Lees than 0-1. 



Table 73.—Principal Clothing Purchases for Females over 18 Years of Age 

1,135 BrItish FamilIes 211 French Families 
Percentage A verage Average Percentage A 	rage Average 

Item Quantity Per Cent of Oat Quantity Per Cent 
Families fo Purchased of Total Families or 	11 Purchased of Total 
Reporting Families by 1,135 Cost Reporting amilies by 211 Cost 
Purchases Families Purchases Families 

$ $ 

Topcoats ................................... 33-2 8-1 0-4 17.0 41-7 11-3 0.5 21.9 
12-0 1-8 0-1 3-8 14-7 1-7 0-2 3-3 Suits.........................................

'Raincoats.................................... 1.2 0-1 (1) 0-2 1-4 (') (1) (I) 
69-1 2-2 1•8 4.6 7,5-4 2-3 2.4 4.5 
70.2 6-1 1-4 12•8 69-2 6-5 1.5 12-6 
66-3 1-3 1-4 2-7 56.9 1-3 1-4 2-5 
12.2 0-3 0-2 0-6 13-3 0-3 0-2 0-6 

House dresses................................ 

22-4 0-3 0•6 0-6 32-7 0•6 1-0 1-2 
Blouses and middies.......................... 19-4 0-5 0-3 1-0 12-3 0-2 0-2 0-4 
Skirts........................................ 9-1 0.2 0-1 0-4 3-3 0-1 0-1 0-2 

78-2 30 1-3 6-3 72-5 3.4 1-4 6-6 Hats......................................... 
Stockings ... .................................. 97-3 6-1 8-8 12.8 95-3 5-8 9-2 11-3 

44-3 09 0-8 1•9 33-2 0-8 0-7 1.5 
7-8 0-3 0-1 0-6 11-8 0-4 0-2 0-8 

Nightgownsandpyjamaa..................... 

33-6 0-5 0-9 1-0 28-9 0-6 0-8 1-2 
55-7 

. 

2-0 0-7 4-2 49-8 2-5 0-6 4.8 

Dresses,street,evening....................... 

34-7 0-4 0-7 0-8 36-5 0-6 0.7 1-2 

Slips......................................... 

70-1 1-2 2-4 2-5 72-5 1-3 2.8 2-5 

Swaaters ........ ............................. 
Apronsandsmocks........................... 

54-5 0-9 0.9 1-9 53-1 1.1 0•9 2-1 
47 0-1 0•1 0.2 11-4 0-2 0-2 0•4 

Bloomers,etc................................ 

16-6 0-2 1-6 0-4 36-0 0-3 4-5 0.6 

Kimona, bathrobes, etc...................... 

Gloves....................................... 

37-3 0-8 0-5 1-7 45-0 1-0 06 1-9 

Vests......................................... 
Corselettea, girdles, etc....................... 

Scarves......................................
Handkerchiefs................................ 

6-5 0-6 - 1-3 6-2 0-5 - 1-0 

Brasaiere .................................... 

90-6 6-4 1-8 13-4 86-3 5-1 1-8 9-9 
18-4 0.4 0-2 0-8 11-8 0-3 0-2 0-6 

Pursesand handbags......................... 

32-9 0.7 0-4 1-5 47-9 1-3 0-7 2-5 

SVatches,jewelry,et.c.........................
Shoes,street,evening......................... 

47-9 0-7 - 1-5 32-7 0-6 - 1-2 

Sport 	shoes.................................. 
Rubbersand overshoes....................... 

465 1-2 - 2.5 27-5 0-8 — 1-5 
Shoe repairs,cleaning, etc..................... 
Dry cleaning, dyeing, etc ..................... 

10-6 0-5 - 1.0 11.8 0-8 - 1.2 Other items...................................

Total .................... ........ 111-0 47-8 - 1110 1110 51-5 - ill-I 

(1) Less than 0-1. 

k 



Table 74.—Principal Clothing Purchases for Females from 3 to 18 Years of Age 

1,us ssriusn ramines 411 r m.1w r 

Item 
Percentage 

of Avers e Average 
Quantity Per Cent 

Percentage 
of -?'° 

Average 
Quantity Per Cent 

Families . 
or Purchased of Total Families Purchased of Total 

Reporting am lee by 1.135 Cost Reporting For •l• ami lee by 211 Cost 
Purchases Families Purchases Families 

$ $ 

Top coats ................................... 29-7 37 04 15-9 33-6 4-2 0-5 19-5 
Suits ........................................ 10-7 08 01 3-5 43 0-3 011 14 
Raincoats ................................... 8-7 0-1 0.1 0-4 14 04 (1) 05 
Housedressee 21-2 0-8 0-7 3.5 27.5 0-7 08 32 
Dresses,street,evening ...................... 1.9 09 8-2 294 1-7 0-9 79 
Slips ........................................ 20-9 0-4 05 1-7 14-7 0-3 0-4 1-4 
Sweaters .................................... 20-3 0-5 0-4 2-2 14-7 0-3 0-3 1-4 
Apronsandemocks .......................... 

..32-3 

04 01 0-4 6-6 0-1 0-2 05 
Blousesandniiddies......................... 

. 
4-7 0-3 03 1-3 3.3 0-1 0-1 0-5 

Skirts ....................................... 17-5 0-4 0-3 1-7 4-3 0-1 0-1 0-5 
hats 31-1 

.. 

0-7 0-5 3-0 37-9 1-0 0-7 4-6 
Steckings .................................... 

.3-1 

61-1 2-8 6-9 12-0 59-2 2-8 7-3 13-0 
Nightgownsandpyjamas .................... 2-9 0-5 Oti 2-2 15-6 0-4 0-5 1-9 
Kirnonas, bathrobes, etc ..................... 4-0 0-1 01 0-4 2-4 04 (0 0-5 
Vests ........... 	............................. 24-2 0-4 0-8 1-7 14-2 0-3 0-5 1-4 
Corselettes,girdles,etc ...................... 7-8 01 01 0-4 8-1 0-2 01 0-9 
Brassieres ................................... 9-0 0-1 0-3 0-4 4-7 0-1 0-2 0-5 

................................. 

Bloomers. etc 44-5 

.. 

0-9 2-0 3.5 40-8 0-8 2-1 3-7 
Gloves ...................................... 27-4 

.. 

0-4 0-6 1-7 32-7 0-5 0-7 2-3 
Scarves ...................................... 
Handkerchiefs ............................... 

2-8 
6-9 

.. 

.. 

0-1 
0-1 

(') 
0-9 

0-4 
0-4 

3-8 
10-4 

(') 
0-1 

(1) 

1-1 
(0 

05 

.......................................... 

J'ursesand handbags ......................... 8-4 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

01 01 0-4 19-4 0-3 0-3 1-4 
\%atches,jewelry,etc ........................ 4.4 0-2 - 0-8 1-9 0-1 - 0-5 
Shoes,street,evening ........................ 60-1 

.. 

5-0 2-1 21-5 57-8 4.7 2-5 21-8 

................................. 

Sport shoes .................................. 31-2 0-7 0-6 3-0 16-6 0-3 0-3 14 
Rubbersandovershoes ...................... 39-3 1-0 0-7 43 42-7 1-0 0-9 4-6 
Shoe repairs, cleaning, etc .................... 33-9 07 - 30 242 07 - 3-2 
Dry cleaning, dyeing, etc .................... 

... 

15-4 

..

..

..

..

..

..

..

.. 

0-2 - 0-8 6-6 0-1 - 0-5 
Otheritems ................................. 

-- 

9-5 

.. 

.. 

0-3 - 1-3 90 0-1 - 0-5 

13-2 

.. 

.. 

22-3 — 90.1 112 21-S - Ill-I Total ............................ 

(1) Less than 0-1. 
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French families showed slightly higher average expenses for overcoats, but 
less for shoes and stockings. More than 40 p.c. of these families reported pur-
chases of women's coats during the survey year, which averaged 22 p.c. of total 
clothing costs. Shoes averaged 10 p.c. of the total, and stockings 11 p.c. 

(ti) Females 3-18 Years.-Footwear and hosiery were the most common 
clothing purchases for female members of the family from 3 to 18 years of age. 
Footwear accounted for approximately one-fourth of the average clothing costs 
per family for girls in this group, and hosiery 12 p.c. Purchases of footwear 
were reported by 60 p.c. of the families of British racial origin, and hosiery by 
a similar proportion of 61 p.c. These percentages indicate the approximate 
number of families with one or more girls between the ages of 3 and 18. Average 
costs of major items were almost identical among families of British and French 
racial origins. Also it may be noted that the proportionate expenditures on 
many of the articles of clothing for girls in this age group showed a close corre-
spondence to those for the group from 19 years upward. 

(e) Children Under 3 Years of Age.-Only one-third of the British stir-
vey families had children under 3 years of age. Consequently average clothing 
costs based on total families were very small. The following table gives some 
notion of the more important items of clothing expenditures for this child group. 
Due to the small number showing outlays, the proportion of families reporting 
purchases for the individual items has not been computed. Coats, bootees and 
shoes, dresses and rompers, shirts and stockings, formed the principal purchases. 
Children under 3 years of age were present in more than 50 p.c. of the homes of 
French families. Hence, average expenses for the majority of items were 
correspondingly higher than those of British families. The number of children 
in this age group averaged 08 per French family as against 04 per family of 
British origin. 

(f) Supplemenlary Clothing Costs.-An outlay for piece goods, yarns, 
sewing costs, etc., was reported by almost nine-tenths of the survey families. 
Average costs were relatively small and amounted to $7 per family of British 
racial origin. French families averaged slightly higher at $9, due to somewhat 
heavier purchases of piece goods. Cotton fabrics formed the chief item of 
expense among the different kinds of material, amounting to almost one-half 
of all such purchases. Yarns averaged 35 p.c. for British families, as compared 
to 16 p.c. for families of French origin. 

Table 75.-Principal Clothing Purchases for Children under 3 Years of Age 

1,135 BrItish Families 

Average 
J 	211 French Families 

Average 
Item Average 	Quantity 	Per Cent Average Quantity Per Cent 

Cost for 	Pur- 	of Cost for Pur- of 
1,135 	chased by 	Total 211 chased by Total 

Families 	1,135 	Cost I Families 211 Cost 
Families Families 

Bonnet8,caps ........................... 0.1 01 3.6 0-2 0.2 4-8 
Coats .................................. 0.5 0.1 17.9 0-9 02 21.4 
Sweaters ............................... 0-I 01 38 0.2 0-3 4.8 
Sweatersuits ........................... 0.1 0.1 3-6 0.2 02 4•8 
Dresses, rompers ....................... 

. 

03 

. 

0.4 10.7 0.3 0-6 7•1 
Shirts .................................. 0-3 0.5 10.7 0.2 0-It 4.8 
Diapers ................................ 0-2 

. 

1-3 7.1 0.3 2-5 71 
0-2 

.. 

.. 

0.3 7.1 0-2 03 4-8 
Stockings .............................. 0.3 

.. 

.. 

08 10.7 04 14 9.5 
Sloepinggarinents .......................

Bootees, shoes .......................... 0.5 
. 

04 17-9 0-9 1.0 214 
Other .................................. ..02 - 7•1 04 1 	 - 9.5 

Total ...................... I 	2-8 1 	- 	1N-i 	4-2 	- 	liii 



CLO TIlING 

Table 76.—Principal Items of Supplementary Clothing Costa 

1,135 British Families 211 French Families 

Average Average 
Item Average Quantity Per Cent Average Quantity Per Cent 

Cost for Pur- of Cost for Pur- of 
1135 chased by Total 211 chased by Total 

Families 1135 Cost Families 211 Cost 
1'aiiuli F}uTilie8 

$ 	 $ 
\:tj'd Goods:-- 

	

otton.............................. 	
0
1•3 	47 yds. 	197 	22 	9.6 yd. 	256 

	

6 	0.6 ' 	90 	06 	1.0 	7•0 

	

Itayonand mixture ................ ..04 	07 	" 	6.1 	10 	23 	11•6 

	

Other ............................. ...04 	10 	61 	07 	16 	' 	81 

	

Total yard goods ....................... ..27 	7•0 " 	409 	45 145 " 	52.3 

	

Yarns for kniUing ...... . ............... . 23 	0.6 lbs. 	34.8 	1•4 	02 1bs. 	16.3 

	

1'indings (Ino IonS, tape, etc.) ........... .Ii 	- 	167 	1 •2 	- 	14.0 

	

J'nid help f.,i sewing .................... .04 	- 	6.1 	I •3 	- 	is. 1 
Other ....... 	.......................... 	0•1 	- 	1.5 	0•2 	- 

	

Total ..... .................. 
	

GO 	- 	1000 	8'6 	- 	1900 



CHAPTER VIII 

HOUSEHOLD OPERATION 
Household operation expenditures included a wide variety of purchases to 

meet the numerous equipment and maintenance needs of the home. Furniture, 
textile furnishings, silvenvare, electrical supplies, kitchen and cleaning equip-
ment, etc., constituted the principal purchases of household furnishings. An 
additional group of operating expenses, which may be termed maintenance costa, 
covered such outlays as telephone service, laundry, domestic help, etc. Consid-
erable variation was encountered in the I)roportions of families reporting pur-
chases of the many goods and services under the above headings, since expendi-
tures for many of the items are apt to vary considerably from one year to 
another. 

The cost of household operation formed nearly 9 p.c. of wage-earner family 
living expenditures. Purchases of furnishings and supplies during the survey 
year amounted to a little less than 7 p.c. of the average budget, while household 
maintenance costs accounted for another 2 p.c. The actual cash outlay on all 
types of equipment averaged close to $95 for British families, while that for 
household maintenance amounted to $28. Expenditures on household equipment 
among families of French origin averaged somewhat higher. The furnishings 
group alone constituted more than 9 p.c. of the average French family budget 
expenditures, representing an average cash amount of nearly $121 per family. A 
relatively larger number of purchases of such items as washing machines, stoves, 
etc., was principally responsible for the relatively high cost of furnishings shown 
by French families. Cost of household maintenance was similar to that for the 
British sample, and averaged $26. This amount represented 19 p.c. of French 
family living expenditures. 

City averages for expenses of household operation were fairly uniform, and 
the majority were between $120 and $140. However, outside limits ranged from 
$152 for French families in Quebec, to $85 for families in Saint John. These 
outlays formed 125 p.c. of total living expenditures in the former city, and 
66 p.c. in the latter. 

Table 77.—City Comparison of Household Operation Expenditures 

ItY 
Household 
Furnishings 

Household 
Maintenance 

Combined 
Expenditure 

Household 
pore ion o 	' 

Household 

of Total 
Living 

Expenditures 

$ $ $ 

Charlottetown ............................... 101 39 140 10.1 
81 39 120 8.2 
63 22 85 6.8 

Quebec ...................................... 127 25 152 12.5 
Montreal—French ........................... 118 26 144 104 

Halifax ........................................ 
Saint John ..................................... 

British ........................... 26 100 72 
Other ............................. 

. 

03 

. . 

36 125 9.0 
Ottawa ...................................... 35 126 82 
Toronto ..................................... 

. 

30 133 8.6 
London ...................................... 

.74 

. 89 

. 

107 21 128 9.8 
Winnipeg—British ........................... 20 107 7.8 

Other ............................. 

.91 

. 15 
21 100 7.3 

Saskatoon ................................... 

. 

. 

.87 

28 143 10.1 
Edmonton ................................... 

.79 

110 
. 

20 130 9.2 
Vancouver ................................... .103 

. 
33 136 

94 
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Household Operation Costs in Relation to Income 
Expenses of household operation showed a substantial increase at higher 

levels of income. Families with incomes of $100 to $199 per person spent 
53 p.c. of their total living outlay for this purpose, while those with incomes 
of $600 or more per person spent the considerably higher proportion of 108 p.c. 
These percentages represented an advance in cash expenditure from $50 to $239 
('HART 10 

HOUSEHOLD OPERATION COSTS AT LOW AND 
HIGH INCOME PER PERSON LEVELS 

PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE PER FAMILY 	HOUSEHOLD OPERATION COSTS 

0 20 30 40 50 60 70 0 	5 	10 	15 	20 	25 30 
I 	 I 	 I 

FURNITURE 

TEXTILES 

SILVERWARE1 
GLASSWARE 

TC 

ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT 

KITCHEN ANo 
CLEANING 
EQUIPMENT 

MISCELLANEOU 
FURNISHINGS 

EIC 

HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANC[ 

tIncIucleS: Telephone, Laundry 
Domesc help. eL. 

Families Wilk incomes 0IioO-igg per 

6
person 

0 or more 
per per.son 

in the respective income groups. Expenses of household maintenance such as 
telephone, laundry, domestic help, etc., increased from an average of $9 for 
families with incomes between $100 and $199 per person, to $66 spent by those 
whose incomes ranged upwards from $600 per person. This advance at pro-
gressive income levels was greater than the corresponding rise in total living 
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xpenditures, and percentages increased steadily from 09 to 30. The propor- 
lunate increase in purchases of furnishings and supplies moved irregularly 
.ilier from 44 p.c. to 78 p.c. between the same income groups. The latter 

denoted an advance in actual cash expenditure from $41 to $173. 

lihle 78.—Household Operation Costs at Progressive hiconie per Person Levels 
(1,135 BritIsh Famifies) 

Income per I'erson 	*100-190 *200-299 *300-399 *400499 *500-599 $600 + Average 

DOLLAR AVERAOaS 

iii -hir , os and Supplies ..... 

Total ........... ..... 

41 
9 

79 
18 

100 
27 

112 
38 

118 
48 

173 
66 

95 
28 

SI 	*7 127 151 161 23* 123 

T'F.ECENTAGES 

4.4 	5.3 7.0 

: 

7. 

:: 

66 

: 

7.8 6.7 

::  

Household Operation Costs in Relation to Size of Family 
arcntly large-sized families spend no more on household operation than 

ii Ii with a relatively small number of children. In fact, evidence obtained 
from survey families indicated that outlays for this budget group lessened as 
lie size of the family became greater. Average expenditure for household 
peration by British families with one child amounted to $127, while for those 
vith five children it was somewhat lower at $84. Proportionate expenses 
dropped from 90 p.c.. of the total budget to 60 p.c. in these family size groups. 
table 79.—Household Operation Costs Aeeoriling to Number of Children per Family 

(1,135 British Faniffles) 

Ni, l-,riCIiiIlren 	 I 	1 	I 	2 	I 	3 	4 	I 	5 

I (iI,LAR AVERAGES 

j. . 	uppli-s......................... 
iI .................................................... 

'lotal ................................ 

PERCENTAGES 

:hingsand Supplies .......................... 
-nance ...................................... 

Total ................................. 

2.1 
6.9 

.. 21 
6.6 

1.9 
5.9 

1.8 
6.4 

1.5 
45 

. 9- 

.. 

8-7 78 8.2 61 

Distribution of Household Operation Costs 

(a) Household Furnishings, etc. 
All families reported some expenses for kitchen and cleaning supplies, and 

the averge outlay per family of British racial origin amounted to $21. Over 
ninc-fntl of thiue houehiolds lio\v,l pul-el ie of textile furnishiimig during 

97 
30 

97 
30 

85 
28 

94 
27 

63 
21 

127 127 113 121 84 
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the year, and a slightly smaller proportion of 89 p.c. bought some items of 
electrical equipment. Average family costs for these budget groups amounted 
to $17 and $22 respectively. Less than one-half of the households reported 
an outlay for furniture, and the average expense for 1,135 British families was 
$19. Miscellaneous equipment purchases averaged $13 per family, while silver-
ware, china, and glassware, reported by al)out 50 p.c. of the households, 
averaged only $2 per family. 

The French sample showed a proportionately larger number of families 
making furniture purchases, but less reporting textile goods and electrical 
equipment. l'urcliases of the various household furnishings by families of 
foreign racial origin were comparable to those of the two other race groups, 
with the exception of expenses for electrical equipment. The average outlay 
for items in this budget group amounted to only $11 for families of foreign 
origin, as compared with $22 and $30 for British and French families 
respectively. 

(b) Household Maintenance 
Approximately 40 p.c. of British family dwellings were equipped with 

telephones, and about one-third of the homes of French families. The annual 
expense for telephone service averaged $12 for all British families, and $9 for 
families of French origin. More than 75 p.c. of French families reported 
purchases of ice during the year, but only 45 P.C. of British families showed an 
outlay for this item. An expense for domestic help, employed either by the 
day or by the month, was reported by a little more than one-fifth of the survey 
families. Regular domestic help was employed by about 2 p.c. of the households. 
The average outlay for servant help amounted to only $6 for all families of 
both British and French origin. Laundry expenses were shown by less than 
20 p.c. of wage-earner families and consequently average outlays amounted to 
less than $3 per family. 

Table 80.—Principal Household Operation Costs 

A. Houazuoz.n }URNITURE AND FURNISaiRGS 

3,138 British FamilIes 211 French Families 

Percentage Percentage Percentage Average Percentage 
Iteii of Average of Total of of Total 

Families Cost Furniture FanhilieB °21 for  Furniture 
Reporting for 1,135 and Reporting Families and 
Purchases Families Furnishing Purchases Furnishings  

$ $ 

Furniture ................... 19•0 20•0 5S.5 265 
Textile Furniahing 924 

.48.2 
17.4 183 19•9 16.6 

Silverware, China and 
C;laware ................ 2.2 2-3 46.9 17 14 

Electrical Equipment 88•7 
. 

000 

22.0 232 74.9 3.3 26.1 
Kitchen and Cleaning 

Equipment ............... 

.488 

213 224 1000 27.3 226 
Miaceilaneous Equipment.. - 	 952 

.. 
13•0 137 853 149 12-4 

.liii N-I illS iN-S 1255 IN, Total .............. 

ISGN-1 
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Table 80—Principal Household Operation Costa—Con. 

13. Houaoao MAINTENANCE 

1,135 BrItish Families 211 French Families 

Percentage Average Percentage Percentage Average Percentage 
Item of 

Families Cost 
of Total 

Household 
of 

Families Cost 
for 211 

of Total 
Household 

11.eporting Fam il ies Mainten- Reporting Fam il ies Mainten- 
Purchases ance Purchases ance 

$ $ 

Ice ......................... 450 3-4 12-2 75.4 5•2 20.5 
Telephone ..................  40.2 11'9 42-8 336 9'I 35.5 
Laundry Bills .............. 18'S 

.. 

27 9-7 16-1 2.6 102 
Moving Expenses  ........... 15-9 1-5 5-4 190 2•0 7' 8  

H 234 60 216 232 6'2 24.2 
Cost of Gardens. Lawns 

.. 

and Equipment ........... 484 

.. 

.. 

2.1 7-6 6-2 0.4 
01 

1.8 
0.4 

Domestic 	elp............... 

Other ......................  4-6 
.. 

0.2 07 1.4 

Total............... 96-3 

.. 

278 iN-S 891 25-6 196-0 

CHART 11 

PROPORTIONATE HOUSEI-IOLD OPERATION EXPENDITURES 
AT LOW AND HIGH INCOME PER PERSON LEVELS 

INCOME PER 100-199 6OO ~ 
PERSON 

PERCENT OF HOUSEHOLD 0 	2 	4 	6 8 	10 0 	Z 	4 	6 	8 	10 	12 
OPERATION COSTS r 	I 	I 	I I I 	I 

ICE BOXES, ICE 
ELEC. REFRIGERATORS 

WASHING MACMINES 
LAUNDRY COSTS 

STOVES (COAL AMDV 
ELECTRIC RANGES 

CARPET SWEEPERS 
VACUUM CLEANERS 

Principal Purchases of Furniture and Furnishings, etc. 
Furniture.—More than 50 p.c. of the average furniture outlay of British 

wage-earner families was spent in purchasing suites for living-rooms, bedrooms 
or dining-rooms. The average expense per family for the various furniture 
items was naturally small, since no more than 10 p.c. of the households showed 
purchases for any one of the individual articles of equipment during the survey 
year. About 9 p.c. of the households reported purchases of beds, while 8 p.c. 
bought tables of various kinds. Less than 5 p.c. reported an expense for living-
room suites, and less than 4 p.c. bought sets for bedroom or dining-room. 
However, purchase costs of these latter furniture items were considerably higher 
than for other articles, and consequently resulted in larger average expenses 
per family. 
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French families reported a relatively greater number of purchases for most 
furniture items, and hence showed a larger average cost per family. Furniture 
suites accounted for nearly two-thirds of the average outlay for families of 
French origin, while beds, separate chesterfields, and day beds, formed almost 
20 p.c. 

Table 81.—Purchases of Furniture 

1,135 British Families 211 French Families 

Item 
Percent- Average verage Percent-  A verage 

Lm1ies quanes 
Reporting for 1,135 

Families 
f,jr 1.135 
Families 

for 211 
Families 

for 211 
Families Purclutbes Pu 

Suites:— $ 8 
Living Room ......................... .4-8 43 005 90 67 0100 
Bedroom ............................. 3.7 35 0-04 71 6-8 (1-06 

38 2-6 0-04 47 3-1 11-04 
9-3 1.7 0-10 16.6 2.1 0.19 
51 06 0-06 6-6 0-4 000 

Bedsprings ............................. 03 004 7-1 0-9 0-08 
Separateches(erfieldsordavenporte..., 2-9 1-4 0-03 38 1-6 o-oa 
Couches, daybeds....................... 3-8 0-7 004 4-3 1.0 0-04 

2-7 0-5 0-03 - - - Dressers ................................ 
Chifloniers, chests....................... 2-3 0.3 002 2-4 0-3 0-02 

12 02 0-01 1-0 0-3 0-02 
13 01 001 1-9 02 0-01 

Cots, cribs.............................. 

19 01 001 28 03 001 
8-2 

. 

06 0-10 57 0-3 0-05 

Diningroom .......................... 
Beds.................................... 

Chnirs:- 
6-9 0-3 016 8-5 0.5 030 

Upholstered........................... 22 0-3 0-02 2-8 01 0-03 

Sideboards, buffets ...................... 

Tables ..................................
Vood ................................. 

Benches, footstools, etc.................. 1-2 (1) 0-01 2-8 0-1 0-02 

Desks................................... 
Bookcases, bookshelves................. 

06 0-1 - 0-5 ( I ) - 
1-7 01 001 1-4 04 001 

Material for construction of new furniture 2-8 (1-2 - 1-9 0-1 - 
6-1 (1-3 - 11-4 0.7 - 

Tea wagons, wheel trays.................
lands, racks, etc ....................... 

5-8 (18 - 2-8 09 - 
1-urnituro repairs and upkeep............. 
Other...................................

Total....................... 48-2 19-s - 555 2•5 - 

(I) Less than 0-1. 

Textile Furnishings.—Carpets, rugs and various floor coverings formed 
the principal items of family textile purchases, and were responsible for one-
third of the average expense of British families for this type of household 
equipment. Mattresses accounted for 11 p.c. and a similar proportion went for 
curtains and draperies. Sheets averaged approximately 9 p.c. of the outlay for 
textile furnishings, while blankets and towels each added another 7 p.c. In most 
cases less than one-third of the survey families reported expenditures for 
in(lividual textile items, but more than 92 p.c. showed some expense under this 
heading. French family purchases showed a fairly close similarity to those 
for British families, but were slightly higher for linoleum floor coverings. 
Average costs per family for textile furnishings were quite similar for both 
racial groups, averaging $17-4 for British families and $199 for families of 
French racial origin. 

18996-7j 
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'fable 82.—l'urcha8es of Textile Furnishings 

1,135 British Families 	211 French Families 

Percen- 	Average 	Average 	Percent_ 	Average 	Average 
agt 

Families 	Cost 	Quantities Families 	Cost 	Quantitice 
Rt 	for 1,135 	for 1,135 	 fur 211 	for 211 

l'ziiiiilies 	l" F 	 aiiiiIieS Puhase 	amilies 	Families 

$ S 
rpets, 	rugs ...................... 	.... 148 2-9 012 I 	166 2-5 0-11 

Linoleum and congoleum floor coverings 25-6 28 027 	43-6 57 0-50 
14-9 1-9 0-16 	133 1-5 0-15 .1att.resses .......................... .....

.oforters,quilta......................93 ni 0-5 0-12 	118 0-8 0-18 . 

0.2 008 	8-2 0-1 0-15 
hl ankets............................. 21-4 1-2 045 	23-7 1-1 0-57 
heet 	................................. 38-7 1-8 1-29 	185 07 0-80 

Pillow cases 	(pra.) .... ....... .......  .... 31-9 OtI 0913 	109 0-2 0'53 
IHlsprea&.eouchcovers ...... ......... 16-2 0-5 0-20 	95 06 0-12 

utIle cloths, napkins, etc.:- 
tton ...... 	.. 	............. 	......... 13-1 0-2 - 	 28-5 0-5 - 

Linen 	...... 	.................... 
bath 	hand 

.. 

.. 

..4-9 

.. 

57-5 
01 
1-2 

- 	 10-9 
295 	441 

0-3 
08 

- 

337 

Pillows ................ .................45 

34-1 

.. 

0-4 1-56 	19-4 0-2 1-32 
. 0-1 0-06, 	3-8 0-1 0-08 

iins. draperi........................ 

.. 

39-6 1-9 1-20 	35-1 ti 1-16 

Iwels, 	and 	................... 

)liclOtlis, cleaning clothe ............. 10-3 01 0-45 	13-7 0-1 0-33 

-Is. for dIhcM........................ 
H 	.- runners. dreerscars ...........4-1 

1.10th ..................... 	.......... 18'8 02 043 	379 05 047 
good s.............................. 

ti er.................................... 
21-9 
5-9 

.. 

.. 

.. 

0-7 
0-3 

	

1-70 	21-3 

	

- 	 0-6 
1-1 
0-2 

2-18 
- 

Total ............. ......... 12-4 17-4 - 	- 	 87-2 11-1 -- 

Liecirkal Equipmenz.—Washing machines, electric refrigerators and 
,:tliuIIl cleaners, constituted more than 70 p.c. of British wage-earner family 

1FcliUSes of electrical equipment. Among families of French racial origin 
these same items formed over 80 p.c. of all such purchases. British families 
puichased a relatively larger number of vacuum cleaners, while families of 
I reach origin bought a considerably greater number of washing machines. 
lxpenses for this latter item of equipment averaged $13 per family of French 
H,in and only $7 for those of British origin. Purchases of washing machines 

'vere reported by only 13 p.c. and 9 p.c. of these family groups respectively. 
Relative expenditures for other types of electric equipment were similar. 
l'otal cxpens('s for this budget group averaged $22 for British families and $30 

families of French origin. 

'l'able 83.—Purchases of Electrical Equipment 

1,135 BrItish Families 	I 	211 French Families 

-rcent- 
:11 :tge of 

I :inilies 
I oport1n 
l'ii,-chasei 

Vacuum cleaners ........................ 8.0 
H1rigerators (electric) ................. 3.1 

4.3 Electric stoves, hot pj 	............... 
\Ysshing machines....................... 90 
Irons.................................... 6-4 

. 

Heaters, fans...........................1'6 
826 
169 
5.3 

Light bulbs............................. 
Lamps and lampabadea.................. 

-c-wing rnachincs (electric) .............. 09 
'asters................................

Other ......... 	......................... 10-7 
. 

Total ...................... 

. 

Average 	 rage Percent- Average Average 
Cost Iuantitiesi Fani1ies Cost Quantitiei 

for2ll 	for 211 for 1,135 or1,135
Families Families 1Reporttngl  Families Families n---,- -- 

$ $ 
4-0 0.07 43 2-4 0.04 
5-0 003 3-8 8-7 004 
23 - 0-5 01 - 

66 0-08 128 13-4 0-12 
03 0106 71 0-3 007 
01 - 14 011 - 

13 626 71-1 14 5.15 
0'8 - 10-0 05 - 

02 005 8.5 02 0-07 
06 - 2-8 24 0-02 
08 - 4•3 0-8 - 

22-0 -  74.1 81-3 1 	- 
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Silverware, China and Classware.-Nearly 40 p.c. of British families 
reported an expense for china or porcelain dishes, 20 p.c. purchased glassware, 
and only 6 p.c. bought articles of silverware. Fractional dollar expenditures 
per family were shown for all items with the exception of dishes, which accounted 
for the largest portion of expenses in this group. Total purchases averaged $22 
for all British families, and $17 for those of French origin. 

Table 84.-Purchases of Silverware, China and Claseware 

1,135 BrItish Families 211 French Families 

Percentage Average Percentage 	Avera,e 
pf Families Cost of Families Cost 
Reporting for 1.135 Reporting for 211 
Purchases Families Purchases Families 

Item 

Chin-i or prcelain dishes ............................ 
Glassware .......................................... 
Tableware: silver (including plate) ................... 
Other ............................................... 

Total .................................... 

$ $ 

39.0 1.3 21.8 0.8 
20-8 0.3 23.7 0.3 
6-1 0.5 7.6 0.4 
1•2 0.1 2-8 0.2 

48-8 	2-21 	44.5 1 	1.7 

Kitchen and Cleaning Equipment.-Outlays for various kitchen and 
cleaning materials were reported by a greater proportion of families than for 
most other types of household supplies. Purchases of soaps, cleaning powders, 
etc., were shown by 98 p.c. of survey families,*  and constituted the largest item 
of expense in this budget group. The average cost amounted to approximately 
$11 for families of both British and French racial origin, and formed about one-
half of the total expense for kitchen and cleaning equipment. Non-electric stoves 
and ranges provided a relatively important kitchen expense, although purchases 
were reported by less than one-seventh of the families. Average expense for 
stoves per household amounted to $10 for families of French origin, and $6 for 
British. 

Table 85.-Purchases of Kitchen and Cleaning Equipment 

Iteiii 

1,135 BritIsh FamilIes 21* French l'amllktr 

Pereont.age Average Percentage Average 
of Fsnijlies Cost of Families Cost 
Reporting for 1.135 Reporting for 211 
J'urchaaes Families Purchases Families 

$ $ 

Ice 	boxes ............................................ 3.3 0.4 5.7 1.5 
Stovesand ranges (coaland wood) ................... ..115 5.5 13-3 102 

33.3 1-0 19-9 1.0 
11.6 0.1 8-I 0.2 
6-3 

.. 

0-1 67 0.1 
Tea and coffee making utensils......................... 

6.2 0.1 28 0.1 
Tubs. wasliboards, wringers............................ 
Ironing boards, clothes racks and basketa .............. 

10-0 0-2 5.7 0.1 

Pots, pans, cutlery ..................................... 

Household tools, ladders, cans......................... 
.57.0 0-9 540 1.0 
4.5 0-1 17-5 0.3 
1.7 0.1 28 0.1 

llrooms, brushes, mops................................

Soaps, cleacing powders, etc .......................... 97-7 11.3 97.6 11.9 

Dustpans, pails, etc..................................... 
Carpet sweepers .................................... .... 

Other ............................................... l29 
12.3 

... 
0-7 
08 

7.6 
104 

0.5 
0.3 

1t"pirs to kiehen equipment ..................... 	.... 

Total ......... ........................... 
... 

155 . 5 21.3 IN-S 27-3 

Since all families would require such materials, apparently a few failed to report amounts 
of purchases. However, expenditures generally tended to he over-stated by a small fise ion. 
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Miscellaneous Equipment Purchases.—Miscellaneous household furnish-
ings comprised a wide range of purchases, principal among which were outlays 
for postage and writing supplies, insurance on household property against fire 
and theft, baby carriages and go-carts, window shades, screens, etc. More than 
95 p.c. of British survey families and about 85 p.c. of those of French origin 
showed some expenses for at least one item in the group of equipment items 
listed below. 

Table 86.—Purchases of Miscellaneous Household Equipment 

1,135 BrItish Families 211 French Families 

Item 

Mirrors, pictures, clocks, ornaments .................. 
Sewing machines (not electric) ....................... 
Baby carriages, goearts ............................. 
Window shades, wire 8creens, awnings ................ 
Trunks, hand baggage ........................ ....... 
Freight and express charges .......................... 
Postage and writing supplies ......................... 
Insurance on household property ..................... 
Other............................................... 

Percentage Average 
of Families Cost 
Reporting for 1,135 
Purchases Families 

$ 

17.1 0.7 
29 0.5 
98 1.2 

21•6 0•8 
3.9 0.2 

10.2 03 
902 3.2 
26.7 18 
13'2 4.3 

Percentage Average 
of Families Cost 
Reporting for 213 
Purchases Families 

$ 

11.8 0.6 
14 0.5 

11•4 0.9 
21.3 07 
8.6 0.2 
76 0.3 

61.1 1.6 
48•3 5.1 
4•7 5•0 

Total .................................... i 	$6.21 	ill I 	96.11 	14$ 



CHAPTER IX 

HEALTH MAINTENANCE 
Proportions of living expenditure for health showed very slight differences 

from city to city throughout the Dominion. Montreal families of foreign origin 
recorded the lowest percentage of 33, and the highest percentages were shown by 
Quebec and Ottawa families with 58 p.c. and 54 p.c. respectively. Dollar varia-
tions in average amounts per family spent for health were more appreciable. 
They ranged from $46 for the Montreal group of families of foreign racial origin 
to $83 per family in Ottawa. Corresponding amounts per person were scattered 
between $9 for the Montreal foreign racial group, and $18 for Ottawa survey 
families. It may be noted that the average amounts per person for British and 
French families in Montreal were almost identical, approximately $11 in each 
group. Average amounts for families of other racial origin were lower by $2 
per person in Montreal, and by $3 per person in Winnipeg, than those for 
British or French groups. 

Expenditures for 53 p.c. of all survey families were for amounts of less 
than $50, while an additional 26 p.c. spent between $50 and $100 in the survey 
year. In only 5 p.c. of the cases did annual health costs exceed $200. 

Table 87.—Annual Family Health Coats 

Number Percentage 

	

Amount 	 of Families 	of Famil lea 
Reporting Reporting 

$ 	t)-. 49 ....................................................................... 759 	628 

	

50- 99 ....................................................................... 370 	23.7 

	

100-149 ...................................................................... . 167 	11.6 

	

130-199 ...................................................................... .64 	4.4 

	

2CJ(J_399 ...................................................................... .55 	4.5 

	

400-599 ...................................................................... . 10 	0.7 

	

600+ ......................................................................... 4 	03 

Total ............................................................. I 	1,43$ 	-lISS 

Table 88.—Clty Comparisons of Health Maintenance Costa 
(1,439 Wage-Earner Families In Twelve Cities) 

City 
Expenditure 

per 
Family 

Expenditure 
per 

Person 

Health 
('oats as a 
Percentage 
of Family 

Expenditure 

$ $ 
Chartottetown ................................................... 71 15 511 
Halifax .......................................................... 67 15 46 
Saint John ....................................................... 63 14 4.9 
Quebec ........................................................... 71 14 58 
Montreal—French ................................................ so 11 

British ................................................ 51 11 3.6 
Other ................................................. 46 9 3.3 

Ottawa .......................................................... 83 
. 

18 5.4 
Toronto .......................................................... 

.
59 

. 

.. 

14 3.8 
London ..... 	.................................................... 58 

. 

. 

14 43 
Winnipeg—British ................................................ 60 

. 

. 

14 42 
Other ................................................. 50 11 3.8 

Saskatoon ........................................................ 73 

. 

. 

17 
F4monron ....................................................... 69 

. 

. 

16 49 
Vanoouvar ....................................................... .63 

. 

. 
14 44 

103 
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Health Maintenance Costs in Relation to Income 

Health costs bore a fairly consistent relationship to income, and centred 
around 45 p.c. of total living expenditure in the $100 income intervals between 
$100 and $600 per person. Average amounts per family within this range 
increased from $37 in the $100-199 group, to $84 in the $500-599 group. Average 
health costs per person rose from $6 to $23 within these same limits. More 
than three-fourths of British wage-earner families spent less than $50 for health 
maintenance in the group with incomes of $100 to $199 per person and a 
negligible proportion spent over $200 for this purpose. However, in the income 
range of $600 per person upwards, only one-fourth of the families spent below 
$50 on health, and nearly 60 p.c. spent between $50 and $150. Almost 10 p.c. 
of the costs were for amounts greater than $200. 

Table 89.—Heahh Costa According to Income per Person 

(1,135 BrItish Famliles) 

Income per Person 	$100-199 $200-299 $300-399 5400499 $500-599 $0004 	Total 

PZ11CRJD.GE8 

Health Costa: 
$ 	0- 	49 ................... 75-4 600 49.7 47.7 34.9 26-2 51-9 

167 22.2 26.9 2.5-9 32-1 393 25-7 
100-149 ................... .5-3 9-7 119 14-1 17.9 18-0 11-9 
150-199 ................... 1-8 2.5 4-8 5-5 9•4 6-6 4-6 
200-399 ................... 4.7 61 5.5 4.7 6•6 4-8 
400-599 ................... 

.- 

.- 

. 
0.6 0-6 1.3 j•O 3.3 

800+ ..................... ..-8 

.. 

0.3 - - - - 

50- 99 ..................... 

Total ................ 191-S 

.. 

.. 

ill-I ISIS 1W-I 191-I 155-6 ill-I 

Expenditure per Family... $ 37 58 68 74 84 98 65 
Expenditure per Person... $ 6 

.. 

12 16 20 23 29 15 

Percontae of Total Living 
Expenditure .............. .3-0 4.7 4.7 4•8 4.7 4.4 4.5 

Distribution of Health Maintenance Costs 

The following sections are concerned with family expenditure for medical 
and dental fees, hospital and nursing charges, medicine, eye-glasses, and health 
insurance. Although the average health outlays for families of British and 
French origins were almost identical, amounting to $65 and $64 respectively, 
several important variations occurred in the distribution of these expenditures. 
For example, families of French origin spent $17 per family for medicines and 
drugs, as compared with $10 for British families. This was partially balanced 
by higher average expenses among the latter for dental, hospital and nursing 
charges. 

The principal items comprising wage-earner family health costs are dis-
cussed briefly in the following paragraphs, in relation to their importance in 
the family budget, and also with reference to city and racial differences. Tables 
at the end of the chapter show family health costs in detail. 

Medicines, Drugs a?-ld Supplies.—Almost one-fifth of the average cost of 
health maintenance for British families went for medicines, drugs, etc. These 
included such expenses as doctors' prescriptions and proprietary medicines, as 
well as sanitary supplies, hot water bottles, supports, etc. Average family out-
lay for drugs and medicines amounted to $10, while an additional $2 per family 
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went for the other health supplies noted. City averages among British families 
for the former group ranged from $13 for survey households in Ottawa to $8 for 
those in London and Winnipeg. French families in Montreal and Quebec 
recorded somewhat higher expenditures for medicines and drugs amounting to 
$18 and $15 respectively. Combined with other health supplies, this group 
formed nearly 30 p.c. of the average health cost of French families. 

Medical and Den fal Fees.—Two-thirds of survey families of British origin 
reported some expense for doctors' fees. This group constituted the largest 
single expense of family health maintenance, accounting for more than one-
third of the total. The average outlay was $34 for families reporting such 
expenditures, or $22 based on all British survey families. Expenses ranged 
from $27 per family in Ottawa and Saskatoon to $15 and $14 per family in 
Montreal for the British and Foreign groups respectively. French families 
showed a close similarity in expenditures for medical fees, and averaged $21 
per family as compared with $22 noted above for those of British origin. 
Slightly more than three-fourths of French survey families showed some 
expenses for this item. 

CHART 12 

HEALTH MAINTENANCE COSTS AT LOW AND HIGH INCOME 
PER PERSON LEVELS 

EXPENDITURfL PR FAMILY 
s 	to 	is 	20 	25 	30 35 

MEDICINES 	 I  
AND DRUGS ... .... . 

EYEGLASSES .... 

PERCENTAGE OF 
TOTAL I-IEALTH EXPENDITURE 

0 	5 	10 	55 20 	25 	30 35 40 
I 	 I 	 I 	I 	 I 	 I 

MEDiCAL FEES. j 
DENTALFEES ..... . 

HOSPITAL FEES.. ________ 

ACCIDEN-rHEALTHI:J 
INSURANCE ..... 

LEGEND  

5m,6s wLh incomes oFI0019 per prsoo 
I 	11 600 or more per person 

Dental fees accounted for 15 p.c. of average family health costs, and an 
outlay for this item was shown. by 60 p.c. of British families and 46 p.c. of 
those of French origin. Average costs amounted to $10 and $4 for these family 
groups respectively. An interesting difference in the proportions of total health 
costs spent for medical and dental services was noted at progressive levels of 

18996-8 
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income per person. Families with incomes of $100-199 per person spent about 
40 p.c. of their average health outlay for medical fees, and only 7 p.c. for dental 
services. In the income group ranging from $600 per person upwards, the 
proportion spent on medical fees declined slightly to 34 p.c., but dental fees 
advanced to 19 p.c. of all health costs. Hospital fees and medicines, and drugs 
in relation to income per person followed the same trend as doctors' fees, while 
eye-glasses, health and accident insurance premiums formed an increasing 
proportion of health costs at higher income levels. 

Table 90.—fleahh Maintenance Cost Percentages at Progressive Levels 
of Income per Person 

(1,1Z5 British Families) 

Item 	 $100-199 1200-299 $300-399 1400-499 6.500-599 $600 + 

PaItCaNTAOF$ 

Medicineand Drugs .................... 
Eyeglasses ............................... 

..182 
4.3 

39-1 
7-1 

21.5 
5.5 

15.4 
4. 

35-2 
13-4 
19.9 
7.4 

15.5 
4.8 

35.8 
15-7 
16.0 
6.2 

16-1 
5.() 

33.7 
148 
18.5 
6-2 

4.3 
5-1 

33.6 
19-4 
13-4 
8-7 

13-6 
6.3 

33.7 
190 
12.1 
10-0 

Medical Fees .............................
Dental Fees ................ ..............
Hospital Fees............................ 

Other .................................. 4.3 - 	 4-1 6.0 5.7 5.5 5.3 
Accident and Health Insurance ........... 

Total ...................... . ill-S 
.. 

Ill-i ill-S 155.5 iNS ill-S 

Hospital and Nursing Charges.—A little more than 25 p.c. of British 
families spent a portion of their income for hospital expenses, which included 
nursing fees, anaesthetics, bed supplies, etc. The average cost for families 
reporting an outlay for this purpose amounted to $42. For all survey families 
it was naturally lower, averaging $11, and constituting 17 p.c. of all health 
maintenance expenses. Less than one-fifth of French families in Montreal and 
Quebec showed an amount spent on hospital bills, and costs averaged $6 per 
family, or one-tenth of all health expenditures. City averages for this item 
ranged from $16 for families of British racial origin in Montreal, to $4 for 
families of foreign origin in Winnipeg. 

Nursing service, other than that included in hospital charges, was reported 
by a small proportion of wage-earner families, and only fractional dollar 
expenditures were shown by both British and French families for this item of 
health maintenance. Less than one-tenth of French families reported an outlay 
for nursing service, and only 4 p.c. of families of British origin. 

Eye glasses—Purchases of eyeglasses by survey families during 1938 were 
reported by 22 p.c. of British and French families. British families spent an 
average of $14 per pair for this item as compared with $11 for French families. 
Average costs amounted to $3 and represented 5 p.c. of total health costs for 
British families, and $2 representing 4 p.c. of French family health costs. 

Accident and Health Insurance—Slightly more than one-fifth of British 
families recorded an expense for accident and health insurance. Payments 
averaged $22, but the average expense for all families amounted to only $5, or 
7 p.c. of health maintenance expenditure. Fifteen p.c. of French families 
showed an expense for insurance of this type averaging $41, and forming nearly 
10 p.c. of health expenditure for all families in the sample. 



Table 91.-1ealth Maintenance Cost, 

1,125 BritIsh Families__-_______  ZU French Families 

Item Percentage Cost., Costs pCoSt5 
ercentae Percentage Costa Costa Costaaa 

ercentage 
of:. Based on Based eta of Based on Based 

Families Families on 1,135 Health Fainthes Families on 211 h Reporting Reporting Families Eid iture Reporting Reporting Families Expenditure 

$ $ $ 3 

Medicines and Drugs ............... ......... 94-4 10-7 10-1 15-6 94-8 18-2 17•3 271 
Eyeglasses ................................... 

. 
227 14-3 3-3 51 22-3 11-2 2-4 3-8 

Other Health Supplies ....................... .42-5 4.0 17 2-6 303 3.2 1-0 16 
Doctors 	Fce8 ............................... .66-4 33•6 22-3 34-5 75-8 27-5 20-9 32-7 
Dental Fees ................................. .61-2 16.1 9-9 15.3 46-0 8-7 40 6.8 
NursingservioeatHome .................... 4-0 15.2 0-6 0-9 85 10-6 09 14 	t 
Hospital Fees ............................... 26-2 421 11.0 17-0 19-0 33-0 6-3 9.9 	h.. 
Accidentand Health Insurance 21•6 21-5 4-7 7-3 15-2 41-0 6-2 9-7 	N 

M 30 8•2 0-2 0-3 2-8 47-7 1-3 2-0 
23 

. 

21.3 0-5 0-8 4-3 69-2 3-0 4-7 

................ 

Cemetery 	aintenance....................... 
Funeral and Burial ............................ 
Other........................................ 3-7 11-4 04 08 2-4 212 0-5 0'8 

.fl'S 14•8 14.7 114-9 171 15-3 13-8 Total ...... ... .................. 1544 

Table 92.—Health Maintenance Costa per Family According to Cities 

Item 
Char- 
lotte- Ralilax 

. 
Quebec 

Montreal 
Ottawa ToroatA Lendo 

Winnipeg Saska- Edmon- Van. - 
French British 	Other Bnti,h 

-____________ 
Other town ° S OOUVSF 

Doe.ass Avamons  
(edicinesand Drug,. ....... 12-7 11-3 12-7 14-9 18-4 8-1 	10-8 	13-5 9-4 7-9 718 8-9 9-9 12-1 9-3 

43 3-2 4-9 1-0 8-2 1-0 	1-3 	3-7 3'0 2.7 3'6 2-4 2-4 31 3.6 
3-0 0-7 0-4 

22-2 
12 0-9 1•0 	0-6 	31 

26-9 
2-6 0-1 10 05 

10-4 
36 

28-5 
1-5 

23-9 
13 

21-0 

Eyeglaeaes ..... .............. . 

DthorSuppliee ............... . 

19-I 
8-5 

. 

258 
7-3 5-4 

23-8 
2-6 

19-7 
4-8 

148 	139 
4-9 	109 	14-0 

17-4 
11-3 

233 
01 

23-4 
113 10-2 11-1 10.7 83 

Doctor, 	Fees................ 

Dental Fee, ............ 	... .. . 

Nursing ServicestHorne 0-6 2-4 0-4 1-8 0-4 0-5 	11 	0-3 1-7 01 0-3 - 0-2 0-2 0.2 
Hospital Fees ............... .10-0 10-3 12-2 52 5-3 16-3 	30 	15-6 9-4 7-9 8-1 42 14-5 9-0 11-3 
Accident and Health Jnsr- 

ance .................... 10-9 2-2 2-1 128 3•2 3-3 	28 	48 2-8 5.5 27 39 41 75 7.2 
Cemetery Msint.nance .07 0.4 - 08 16 - 	- 	02 05 - 01 - - - 02 

0-3 2-5 0-1 4-5 2.2 0-1 	- 	- 0-2 - 0-1 O'l 0.1 09 0-4 Funeral and Burial ........... 
04 1-3 - - 0-7 0-6 	0-2 	0-7 08 - 0-6 0.1 0-1 - - Other......................... 

Total.............. 74-5 	17-4 1—n1 54-4 55.6 45-4 53 5)3 575 55$ as 73.5 549 a8 

IN 



CHAPTER X 

PERSONAL CARE 

Racial and Regional Comparisons 

Under personal care have been included such outlays as barber and hair-
dresser service, toilet soaps, tooth paste, cosmetics, shaving supplies, etc. 
Expenses for the above items constituted 17 P.C. of the average British family's 
budget, representing an actual expenditure of $25 per family. Amounts were 
similar for other race groups averaging $22 for French families, and $24 for those 
of foreign origin. City averages for the individual goods and services comprising 
personal care were noticeably uniform, and the largest variations in the amount 
of outlay per family for any of the items did not exceed $3. Averages for the 
total group were fairly consistent also, ranging between $20 and $30 per family 
in nearly all survey cities. The lowest was shown by families in Quebec averaging 
$19, and the highest by those in Charlottctown at $29. The majority of 
individual family expenditures for personal care were less than $50 and only 
6 p.c. of survey families spent more than that amount. 

Barber and hairdresser services formed the chief expenses of personal care. 
They comprised nearly one-half of all such costs, and amounted to an average 
of nearly $12 per family. The services of barbers were more commonly reported 
than those of hairdressers, and family expenses averaged $8 and $3 respectively. 
Barber costs accounted for 34 p.c. of personal care expenses among British 
families, and nearly 40 p.c. for families of French origin. City averages varied 
from $10 for survey families in Charlottetown to $7 in Quebec and Edmonton. 
Hairdressing costs were equally consistent, averaging $3 per family for both 
British and French samples, and ranging only from $4 for Toronto and Charlotte-
town families to $2 for those in Halifax and Saint John. 

Purchases of toilet soaps amounted to almost $5 per family, comprising 
18 p.c. of the total cost of personal care. Tooth paste and mouth washes averaged 
$3, cosmetics and toilet preparations $2, and shaving supplies, also $2. 

Table 93.—Expenditure for Personal Care 

1,135 Rrltisb FamWes 	211 French Families 
I Percent- 

Item 	 Percent- I Expend i- 	Percent- I Expendi- Percent.. 
age of age of 	I 	ture 	 age of 	I 

Families I 	Based 	Personal  Families I 
ture 	I 

Based Total 
Re- 	I on 1135 	Care 	Re- 	I 211 	I Personal 

Care porting 	Families i 	Costs 	porting Families Costa 

Barber ................................. 
Hairdresser ............................ 
Toilet Soaps ............................ 
Tooth Paste, Mouth Washes ............ 
Cosmetics and Toilet Preparations ..... 
Shaving Supplies ....................... 
Other.................................. 

Total ...................... 

95.1 
70'O 
95.8 
91.6 
71.6 
82'S 
l0•4 

10I•I 

84 	34.3 
3.4 	13•9 
4.5 	1S'3 
34 	13.9 
2.0 	82 
24 	9•8 
O'4 	1.6 

215 	liii 

92.4 	88 	39'8 
78.2 	3.2 	14'5 
96.2 	3.5 	15.8 
85'3 	2.4 	10.9 
564 	1.4 	6.3 
78.7 	2.6 	118 
3'3 	02 	0.9 

ill'S I 	22.1 	iSlS 
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BARBER ....... 

IIAIRDRESSE R. 

TOILET 
SOAP ....... 

TOOTHPASTE 
MOUTHWASH ES. 

ETC. 

COSMETICS... 

SHAVING 
SUPPLIES... 
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Personal Care Expenditure at Progressive Income Levels 

A steady increase was noted in average outlay for personal care at 
progressive income per person levels. Families with incomes between $100 and 
$199 per person spent amounts averaging $16, while those with incomes of $600 
or more per person spent approximately double this amount. However, the 
proportion of total living expenditures centred around 15 p.c. at each income 
per person level. On a per person basis averages of personal care expenses rose 
from $3 to $10 in the foregoing income groups. There was no apparent tendency 
for outlays to increase among families with a large number of children. Amounts 
averaged close to $25 in all family groups with from one to five children. 

CHART 13 

EXPENDITURES ON PERSONALCARE AT LOW 
AND 111611 INCOME PER PERSON LEVELS 

EXPENDITURE 	 PERCENT OF TOTAL 
PER FAMILY 	 PERSONAL CARE E)PENDITIJRE 

*0 	5 	10 	0 	10 	 20 	30 	40 
I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 	I 

Families with ,ncomes 01'  I00-I99 per person 

______ 

 

it 	11 	I) 	11  600 or more per person 
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Table 94.-City Comparisons of Family Expenditures for Personal Care 

Chaxlottei 	 __________________________ Montreal 
Jon Cfly 	 town 	a1ax 	hQuebeol 

French 	British 	Other 

DOLLAR AvzaAo 

100 87 80 	74 	96 69 83 

43 1•7 24 	32 	3.2 32 32 

5.1 4•7 30 	27 	38 4-5 3-5 

3.2 3.5 2.7 	1-8 	27 3.4 4-9 

19 20 11 	12 	1-5 1-4 1-5 

4-0 34 1-1 	2-7 	2.5 2.2 26 

- 0-5 03 	- 	 0.8 12 0-2 

54-5 108 lii 22-1 22-8 242 

Barber ........... 
flalrdreeser ...... 
Toilet Soap.................................. 
Tooth Paste, Mouth Washes ................. 
Coemetica and Toilet Preparations .......... 
Shaving Supplies ............................. 
Other........................................ 

Total .......... ..................... 

City Ottawa Toronto London 
Winnipeg Sask- 

atoOn 
Ed- 

inontofl 
Van-

oouver British Other 

DOLLAR Aveasuas 

Barber ........................... 84 9 8-4 84 92 80 71 85 

flairdreer ...................... 3.8 4.3 3.3 3.3 3-2 33 34 3-6 

Toilet Soap ....................... 2-8 6.2 47 52 4-6 44 4-9 4.3 

ToothPaste, Mouth Waahca 

.. 

3-7 3.1 4-8 39 3.5 2.3 33 3.4 

CoaineticeandToiletPreparatiOflfi 

.. 

.. 

1-9 2-0 2-1 2-2 1-7 2-4 2-1 1-9 

Shaving Supçiliea ................. 2-3 2-4 2-4 2-3 19 2-8 2-8 2.0 

Other ............................ 0-2 0-5 0-4 0-8 0-1 0-2 04 0-2 

22 1  

.. 

.. 

288 35-1 23-5 34.3 33.4 340 541 Total ..................... 

Table 95.-Personal Care Expenditure at Progressive Levels of Income 
per Person 

OJU BriUsh Families) 

Income per Person $100 
199 

$200- 
299 

$500- 
399 

$400- 
499 

$500- 
599 + Average 

Expenditure per Family ............... $ 15•6 218 25'4 27•9 29.4 33.3 245 
Expenditure per Person ................$ 2.7 4.4 60 7•3 8.2 98 5.1 
Percentage of Total Living Expenditure.. 1.7 1.8 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.5 17 

Interesting differences were observed in the proportionate amounts spent 
on individual personal care items at progressive income levels. A slight advance 
in actual cash outlay was noted for nearly all of these at progressively higher 
income levels, but the rate of increase varied considerably. The average cost 
for barber services formed 38 p.c. of all personal care expenses among families 
with incomes of $100 to $199 per person, while in the $600 + group it amounted 
to 34 p.c. In contrast, hairdressing costs rose sharply from 5'1 p.c. of personal 
care expenditures, to 192 p.c. 'between these income groups. Purchases of 
toilet soaps showed a negligible increase from low to high income levels, and 
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hence proportionate amounts spent for this item dropped from 276 p.c. to 132 
p.c. Tooth paste and mouth washes declined gradually from 147 p.c. to 
12•6 p.c., but cosmetics advanced from 51 p.c. to 99 p.c. of all personal care 
expenditures. 

Table 96.—Percentage Distribution of Personal Care Expendhures at Progressive 
Levels of Income per Person 

(1,115 British Families) 

Item 	 J $100. I  $200. I 	
I 
I 	I 

199 I 	299 	399 	499
$400- 	1600 + 

PLUCSNTAOSS 

Barber ................................. 37.8 35.3 33.5 34.3 31.6 33.7 
Halrdrea8er ............................ 
Toilet Soaps..............................
Tooth Paste, Mouth Wuhes ............ 
Cosmetics and Toilet Preparations 
Shaving Supplies and Miscellaneous 

..5-1 
27.6 

5-1 
..14-7 

..9•7 

106 
21.6 
14.2 
6-9 

11.4 

13•8 
181 
14.5 
7.9 

12-2 

15.8 
16.1 
13.6 
9.0 

10.7 

20.1 
13.6 
12.2 
10.6 
11.9 

192 
13.2 
12.6 
9.9 

11.4 

Total ...................... . 1NI lii-, is-, liii 151 IN-I 



CHAPTER XI 

TRANSPORTATION 
Wage-earner families in Canadian cities reported widely differing amounte 

of expenditure for transportation. To a greater degree than any other budget 
group, transportation reflected differences in financial position. Among survey 
faniilies at low income levels, it formed one of the smallest sections of living 
expenditure, while for families in relatively high income groups it was one of 
the largest, and ranked next to the basic necessities of food and shelter. Actual 
transportation costs and also the relative amount.s spent on various modes of 
transportation afforded a valuable insight into the living levels of wage-earner 
families. 

Transportation costs averaged 6-5 p.c. of British wage-earner family 
living expenditure. City percentages ranged from 9-1 p.c. for Toronto families 
to 2-8 p.c. for French families in Quebec. Actual cash outlay for transportation 
averaged $93 for families of British origin, while the corresponding figure for 
French families in Montreal and Quebec was considerably lower at $46, due 
chiefly to a relatively small proportion of families owning motor cars. In 
Maritime cities, transportation averages were concentrated close to $70 per 
family. British families in Montreal and Ottawa approximated the all-family 
average, with expenditures of $94 and $100 respectively. Transportation costs 
for survey families in Toronto were somewhat higher, averaging $140 per family. 
This was due mainly to larger average amounts spent for motor car purchases 
during the survey year. In the West, Edmonton and Vancouver families spent 
$109 and $103, respectively, while families in Winnipeg and Saskatoon with 
relatively small expenditures for the purchase of motor cars, averaged $88 
and $52. 

Transportation Costs and Income 

As already noted, changes in the financial condition of wage-earner families 
influenced to a noticeable degree the amount of expenditure for transportation. 
Families with incomes of $400 to $799 per annum devoted only 1'6 p.c. of 
their total living budget to this item. For families whose incomes centred around 
$2,500, the proportion of expenditure was materially higher and amounted to 
125 p.c. In actual dollar expenditure this represented a sharp increase from an 
average of $12 to $306 per family. 

Table 97.—Transportation Costs at Progressive Income per Family Levels 
(1,125 British Families) 

Income per Family $400- $600- $1,000- $1,200- $1,400- $1,600- $1,800- $2,000- $2,400+ Averuga 
799 999 1,199 1,399 1.599 1.709 1,999 2,399 

Expenditure per Family ...... $ 12 35 39 73 90 125 143 182 306 93 

Percentage of Total Living Ex 
penditure ...................... 16 38 35 56 6•1 7.5 78 88 125 65 

When family income was considered on a per person basis, the advance in 
transportation expenses at progressive income per person levels was similar to 
the rise accompanying successively higher levels of family income. Families 
with incomes of $100-199 per person spent only 2'7 p.c. of living expenditures 
for transportation, representing an outlay of $25. This proportion increased 
steadily to 140 p.c. for families with incomes of $600+ per person, and repre-
sented an average cash outlay of $313. 

112 
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Table 98.—Transportation Costs at Progressive Income per Person Levels 
(1,135 BritIsh frMnlUes) 

Income per Person $100- $200- $300- $400- $500- $600 + 
199 299 399 499 699 

Expenditure per Family ............. 	$ 2.5 53 86 107 158 313 
Percentage of Total Living Expenditure. 2.7 42 60 6.7 88 14-0 

CHART 14 
TRANSPORTATION EXPENDITURES 

AT 

LOW AND HIGH INCOME PER PERSON LEVELS 
EXPENDITURE PER FAMILY 	 PERCENT OF TOTAL 

$ 	 TRANSPORTATION Cosrs 
0 	20 	40 	60 	80 	 0 	20 	40 	60 

MOTOR C 
PURCHAS 

GASOLEN 
AND OIL 

ALL OlE 
MOTOR C 
COSTS 

BICYCLE 
PURCHM 
UPKEEP, 

RAI LWAY 
BOAT FM 
CITY 
STREET C 

AND 
BUS FARE 

LEGEND 	Femilies with incomes of IO0-I99 per person 
soo or more pev person 

Transportation and Number of Children 
Variations in the size of wage-earner families were accompanied by notice-

able differences in expenditure on transportation. Small families spent a greater 
proportion of their total living budget upon this item than families with a large 
number of children. An average of 7-8 p.c. was spent by families with one 
child, while only 42 p.c. was used for transportation by those having five 
children. A marked increase in amounts spent on necessities such as food 
and clothing balanced this drop in transportation expenses as the size of the 
family became larger. 

Table 99.—Transportation Costs According to Number of Oiildren 
(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

Number of Children per Family 1 2 3 4 5 

Expenditure per Family ........................ 	$ 110 95 86 69 59 
Percentage of Total Living Expenditure ............ .7.8 6.5 60 4.7 42 
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l)istribution of Transportation Costs 

Purthaes and maintenance costs of motor cars accounted for more than two-
Lliirds of the average expenditure on transportation, while fares of various types 
constituted most of the remainder. The average transportation cost of $93 for 
survey families of British origin was composed of 38 p.c. for motor car main-
tenance, 31 p.c. for purchases during 1938, 27 p.c. for fares on railways, street 
ars, etc., and about 4 p.c. for bicycle costs and repairs. French families in 

Quebec and Montreal spent over 50 p.c. of annual transportation outlay on 
fares. Motor operating costs accounted for less than 30 p.c., and purchases 
only 13 p 

Table 100.—Transportation Costs of Wage-Earner Families 

it 	I 

1,135 BrItish FamilIes 
Expenditure Percentage 

211 French Families 
Expenditure Percentage 

per Pt' of 
Family Total Family Total 

$ 3 

1urcht,,.s 	>1 	Mhtr 	tj 	...................... 288 309 6.2 135 
t. ttrretit Uperating Costs ................. 	....... 	... 35-5 38-1 13.4 29-3 
Fates ....................... 	. ........................ 256 275 24.5 53.5 
Ncycle Purchases and Repairs ....................... .. 32 3-5 17 3-7 

Total .................................... I 	13-1 I 	1W-11 	448 I 	us-s 

While the majority of cities conformed roughly to the foregoing ratios, 
there were several noticeable differences. For example, 92 p.c. of transportation 
costs of Charlottetown families was for the purchase and operation of motor 
cars, and only 6 p.c. for fares. On the other hand, families in Montreal of 
foreign origin paid out 69 p.c. of their annual transportation expenses in fares, 
and only 30 p.c. for motor car costs. 

The distribution of transportation costs at different income levels was 
especially interesting. More than 54 p.c. of the costs for survey families with 
incomes of $ 100-199 per person went for fares on street cars, buses, railways, 
etc. Only 36 p.c. of the total transportation cost was used for motor car pur-
chases and operation. In contrast, for families with incomes ranging from $600+ 
per person almost 90 p.c. of transportation outlay was on motor car costs, and 
only 10 p.c. on fares. 

Table 101.—Percentage Di'Iribution of Transportation Costs at I'rogressive income 
per Person Levels 

(1,133 BrItish Families) 

Ittiri 	 I $100- I $200- I  $300- I $400- 	$500- 
I 	199 	I 	299 	I 	399 	I 	499 	I 

PSRcENTeoas 

rv!otor Car (Purchase and Maintenance) 36-4 47.9 5•8 69.8 77.9 89.0 
Fare. .................................. 54•4 440 30-8 27.1 20.6 10-4 
Bicycle (Purchase and Maintenance) 9-2 

.. 
8.1 3-4 3-1 1-5 0-6 

Total ...................... .1000 1000 1000 IN-S ill-S ill-S 
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Motor Transportation Costs According 10 Cities and Individual Items 

Although families owning cars bought in years prior to the survey were 
considerably more numerous than those making purchases in 1938, amounts 
spent on maintenance averaged very little more than those for 1938 purchases 
in the sample of British families. In Edmonton, Toronto, London, Montreal, 
Halifax and Charlottetown, a relatively large number of purchases during 
the survey year resulted in larger average amounts being shown for purchasing 
(usts than for expenses of operation. Winnipeg families reported a small per-
centage of cars purchased in 1938, and accordingly showed a small average 
purchase cost per family. Among the car-owning families in Saskatoon, none 
had obt.ained their present ear during the survey year, and hence all motor costs 
were for current operation. 

Table 102.—Clty Comparisons of Motor Purchase and Operating Cost Ratio,, 

Percentage Purchase Maintenance 
of Costs as Costs as 

City Motor Can l'erccntage I 'ercentage 
Bought of Total of Total 
in 1938 Motor Outlay Motor Outlay 

British- 
Charlottetown .................. 	..................... 18-8 56.2 43-8 
Halifax ................................................ 25.0 52-0 48-0 
Saintjohn ............................................. 18-8 48-9 51-1 
Montreal .......................................... 	..... 455 03.7 364 
Ottawa ................................................ 209 364 638 

254 54-1 459 
24.1 55.1 44.9 
14-5 
Q•O 

. 

22-0 
0-0 

78.0 
1000 

29.4 584 41rn6 

Winnipeg ................................................ 

22-9 41.6 58-4 

Toronto................................................. 
London ............................................ ..... 

21-5 44.8 58.2 

Snkntnon ......... .....................................
Edmonton ......... .. ...... ..........................
Vancouver ............................................... 

French- 

Total—British .......... ........................ 

333 
200 

.

.

.

. 

473 
25-4 

52.7 
746 

Quebec ................................................... 
Montreal ................................................. 

Total—French ................................. 21-S 31-5 18.1 

Fuel costs formed the major portion of expenses of motor car operation. 
In the majority of cities, gasolene purchases ranged from 50 to 60 p.c. of current 
operating costs, and averaged 54 p.c. for British survey families. The average 
annual consumption of gasolene based on the number of families owning can 
was 218 gallons, and the average cost amounted to $60. Since less than one-
third of the British families operated motor cars, these amounts were consid-
erably higher than the all-family averages of 69 gallons representing an average 
expenditure of $19. The average consumption of oil per motor car amounted to 
19 quarts. Several families with cars reported only a few hundred miles of 
motor travel during the year, and showed no expenses for this item. The 
average cost for oil per family reporting amounted to almost $6. 

Repair and maintenance charges amounted to 113 p.c. of current operat-
ing costs, and license fees a similar proportion of 11'0 p.c. Car insurance 
averaged 8'2 p.c., while tire costs accounted for another 65 p.c. Smaller per-
entages for garage and parking rent, fines, damages, tube costs, and incidentals 
furnished the remainder. 
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Table 103.—Current Motor Operation Costs of British Wage-Earner Families 

- 

Percentage 
of 363 

Car-Owner 
Families 
Reporting 

Averages 
Based 

on 
1'nrnllies 

Reporting 
Costs 

Averages 
Based 
on AU 

Car-Owner 
Families 

Averages 
Based 

on 1,135 
British 

Families 

Percentage 
of Current 

Motor 
Operaton 

Costa 

QUAa'rmEs:- 
Gasolenc—gailons ................... 1000 2180 2180 69-1 - 

98-I 190 187 5-8 - 

Costs:— 

. 

8 $ $ 

Oil—quarts.......................... 

1000 604 604 19-1 538 Gasolene ............................. 
98-1 58 57 18 5-1 Oil.................................. 

'llre8 .............. ................. 426 168 71 23 65 
240 37 09 03 08 
69-4 18-1 12-0 40 11-3 
390 234 91 29 8.2 

1000 122 122 39 110 

Tubes ............................... 

47 96 0-5 01 03 

Repztirs and Maintenance............. 
Insurance ............................ 

134 193 26 08 2-2 

Licenses.............................
FinesorDamages ....................
Garage or Parking Rent.............. 

139 59 08 0.3 08 Other................................ 
Total ........................ 100-S 1111 111-1 35.5 155-5 

Fares 

Amounts spent for fares averaged almost 28 p.c. of wage-earner family 
expenditure on transportation. Three-fourths of fare costs were for city trans-
portation by street car and bus, while railway fares accounted for 12-5 p.c. of 
total fare costs, but only 34 p.c. of the total cost of transportation. Out-of-
town bus fares averaged considerably lower at 43 p.c. of total fares, and 
1-2 p.c. of all transportation expenses. Smaller average amounts went for boat, 
taxi, and other fares. 

Outlays varied in different cities for street car and bus fares. As might be 
expected, the greatest amounts were spent in the large cities. British families 
in Montreal spent an average of almost. $33 on this form of transportation, as 
did families in Vancouver. Toronto and Winnipeg families averaged $26, while 
those of Halifax, Ottawa and Edmonton spent $16 per family. Saskatoon, 
London, and Saint John families spent $10, $8 and $7 respectively, while 
Charlottetown, with no street cars, registered a negligible amount for this item. 

Table 104.—Fares Paid By British Wage-Earner Families 

Average Percentage 
Percentage Cost per Cost Percentage of Total 

Type of Transportation of Families Family for 1,135 of Total Trans. 
Reporting Reporting British Fares portation 

Families 

$ $ 

Railway ................................ 19-7 16.2 32 12-5 3.4 
11.3 7-2 0-8 3-1 0-9 
12-6 86 11 43 1-2 
87-2 22-5 19-7 769 21-2 

Boat..................................... 

144 

. 

3-1 0-4 1-6 0-4 

Out-of-Town Bus......................... 
City Street Car and Bus................. 

3.1 114 04 16 0.4 
Taxi.....................................
Other.................................... 

Total ........................ 13 28-I 25-8 ISIS 27-5 
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Table 1 05.-Transportation Expenditures According to Cities 
(Based on All Survey Families) 

- 
Char- 
lotte- 
town 

Halifax Saint 
John 

Quebec 
Montreal 

French British 
- 

Other 

reyFainilles ....................... 
,lth Cars  .............. . ............ 

54 
16 

70 
14 

78 
16 

70 
8 

141 
13 

69 
II 

48 
4 

ene 	 ............ 
)erremt Cost............................ 830-2 

$178 

. 

. 

1-9 
18 
03 
2.2 

$200 
$104 

1-3 
09 
04 
1-3 

$26-8 
$14.4 

1-4 
1-2 
04 
2.8 

$8-9 
$3-7 
0.6 
0-6 
01 
13 

$15.6 
$84 
0.9 
08 
0-1 
16 

$19-5 
512-2 

0-5 
12 
01 
1-0 

$15.9 
$6-I 
04 
06 
0-I 
2-6 

0-5 1-1 0-6 0-5 1-5 0-2 0.0 

or damage .......................... 
5.1 
0.6 

8-0 
- 

3.7 
- 

1-4 
- 

1-5 
- 

32 
- 

1-0 
- 

02 
. 

1.6 1.9 07 2-4 1.0 3.5 
- - 0-4 - 04 0-1 0.1 

'Car Purchases. .................... 38-8 21-7 25-6 8-0 5.3 84-2 - 

1-8 
0-I 

0-2 
- 

15 
0-I 

2-0 
0-1 

16 
0-2 

2-0 
0-1 

0-0 

e and parking rent ................... 

8..................................... 
0-3 
0-1 
1-0 

01 
0-1 
- 

0-I 
0-I 
1-2 

0-1 
0-1 
1-7 

0-2 
0-1 
1-I 

03 
0-4 
1-2 

0-I 
0-1 
04 

............ 

4-4 

.. 

204 12-6 14-6 29-4 38.1 - 	371 
1-1 1•8 2-I 3.2 3-3 3-5 56 
1-0 1-0 23 1-3 0-6 - - 

lepuroheses .......................... 

0-7 
0-I 

I-I 
155 

1-2 
68 

1-3 
6-4 

02 
24.2 

1-2 
32-6 

01 
307 

0-6 018 0-2 2-4 0.7 0-6 0 7 

-Town 	Ben.......................... 
ltre,-tCivandBi*.................... 

........... 
__!___ 

02 - - 04 0-I 

Total............................. 74-1 

.. 

12-3 11-5 33-5 51-5 13-8 83-1 

Tr'I .1 So 
Fain Aies 

(laso 

Tires 
lube 
Itepa 
Innur 
Liner 
Fnoi 

nra 
((the 

\l otO 

riree 
ilepa 
I n-en 

I 1oiit 
nt-C 

TI 

5: 

( i 

it 

f 	us 
I Ii 

'1 
(It 

Ottawa Toronto Lordon 
Winnipeg 

 Saak- Edmon. Van- - 
British 	Other _______ toon toe couver 

w- vev Fiiniihee ............. 
tawith Care ................ 

..95 

..44 
129 
55 

65 
29 

184 
58 

45 
II 

122 
39 

101 
34 

168 
49 

c-s .......................... 
Lice ......................... 

547.5 
*22-7 

2-8 
3-3 
0-4 

149.4 
$25-9 

2-6 
3-9 
0-0 

540-0 
522-8 

2-1 
2-9 
02 

540-I 
822-4 

1-3 
2-0 
0-I 

537-0 
$22-5 

1-3 
3-0 
0-3 

$303 
*15-0 

1-5 
2-3 
0-2 

533-9 
819-8 

2-4 
2-3 
0-3 

- 	$35-I 
$19-I 

1-4 
2-I 
0-2 

sure ........................ 
uriutee.. .................... 
c-n.......................... .e 

nt 
raeanclparkingreat ....... 

8-5 
..8-I 

26 
0-I 
0-7 

5-8 
5-2 
28 
0-2 
2-I 

3-5 
2-2 
30 
06 
1-3 

5-0 
3-8 
4-I 
0-I 
03 

2-9 
2-4 
34 
06 
1-0 

4-5 
2-3 
41 
0-2 

2-7 
1-4 
46 
- 

0.3 

2-5 
3-6 
83 
0-1 
0-4 

cr ......................... 
.. 

03 - 0 5 0-2 0-2 0-2 0-4 

.0eordange................. 

..0-3 

- 	27.0 58-3 40-8 11-3 31-3 - 47-6 25-0 

-Current Coat ...............
solone .... ................... 

tor Car Purchases. ...... ..... 

c-s. ...... ....................- 
pail-s 	....................... 
c-flee 	......................... 
-yclupurchaeea .............. 

4-2 
. 
..-4 

0-3 
..8-5 

.. 

.. 

.. 

1-9 
0-1 
0-4 
0-1 
1-3 

2-8 
0-4 
0-3 
0-1 
2-0 

4-6 
0-2 
0-3 
0-3 
3-8 

4-0 
0-3 
0-6 
0-I 
30 

42 
0-1 
0-3 
0-2 
3-6 

5-4 
0-3 
0-4 
0-2 
4-5 

3-1 
0-1 
0-3 
0-2 
2-5 

21.0 
2-4 

30-4 
2-6 

13-6 
4-3 

32-0 
3-5 

$1-5 
0-8 

17.2 
5-0 

22-5 
4-4 

40-0 
3-3 

I-of-Town Rue.............. 
v Street Car and Bus....... 

. 

-I 

. 

6-3 

1-5 
0-3 

25-6 

- 
0-5 
8-2 

0-2 
1-1 

25-7 

- 

1-0 
22-3 

0-1 
1-2 

10-3 

0-3 
1-7 

157 

2-0 
1-6 

32-5 

ii...................... 	...... 
.......- 

07 03 0-1 0-8 0-4 06 04 0-2 
er ............ . ............ 0-5 

.. 

.. 

0.1 0-5 0.1 - 0-I - 0•5 
ci .............................

Total ...................... . 61.7j 

.. 

148-0 151-8 886 154-4 31-7 151-1 1833 

Trade-in allowances of all kinds averaged $8.00 per family. Presumably a considerable proportion of that amount 
-n led turned -in motor ears. 



CHAPTER XII 

RECREATION 
Recreation costs are of considerable interest in the study of scales of living 

among wage-earner families, since an increase in expenditure for recreation 
usually accompanies an improvement in the economic condition of the family. 
However, recreation habits of wage-earner families reveal an element of prefer-
ence as well as the influence of other factors such as the amount of family 
earnings, family size, tenure, etc. The recreation picture is also influenced by 
motoring which has been considered separately in the chapter on Trans-
portation. 

Average annual expenditure for recreation apart from motoring amou.nted 
to $89 for wage-earner families of British origin, with French families in Mont 
real and Quebec spending a smaller average of $68. Recreation expenses, as a 
proportion of total living costs, were quite uniform throughout the Dominion. 
They formed 62 p.c. of the average expenditure of all survey families, and 
showed deviations from this amount of not more than 2 p.c. in any of the 
twelve cities. This is of particular interest in view of the fact that the actual 
cash outlays for recreation varied from $103 and $99 for families in Saskatoon 
and Edmonton, to the materially smaller expenditures of $63 and $61 for those 
in Quebec and Saint John. 
CHART 15* 

RECREATION EXPENDITURES AT LOW AND hIGH INCOME 
PER PERSON LEVELS 

PERCENTAGE OF 
EXPENDITURE PER FAMIL? 	TOTAL RECREATION EXPENDITURE 
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22Z'/A 	 " 	

" 
	 1600 or more per person 

See Table 110. 
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Recreation Expenditures at Progressive Income Lcvels 

Recreation costs showed a steady increase from low to high income levels 
although the rate of advance was less rapid than for certain other budget groups 
such as transportation and house furnishings. Families with an annual income 
of $100-199 per person spent 47 p.c. of their total living costs on recreation, 
while those with incomes of $600 or more spent a slightly higher proportion of 
69 p.c.; transportation costs at these income levels advanced from 27 p.c. to 
14•0 p.c. The above differences are the more striking when it is considered 
that average expenditures for transportation and recreation by all survey 
families were almost identical, viz., 65 p.c. for transportation, and 62 p.c. 
for recreation. 

The amount most commonly reported for recreation expenses fell within 
the range from $50 to $99. Almost 38 p.c. of the wage-earner families showed 
expenditures within these limits, while 26 p.c. spent less than $50, and the 
remaining 36 p.c. more than $100. Of the families in the income group from 
$100 to $199 per person, 65 p.c. spent less than $50 for recreation and only 7 p.c. 
showed expenses above $100. Families reporting incomes of $600 or more per 
person showed almost precisely the reverse distribution, with but 5 p.c. of the 
recreation costs falling below $50, and more than 70 p.c. amounting to upwards 
of $100. 

Table 106.—Percentage Distribution of Families According to Recreation 
Expenditure at Progressive Income per Person Levels 

(1,125 BrItish Families) 

Income per Person 9 $600 + Total 

PERCZ'eVAGxS 
Recreational Expenditure- 

64.9 353 19-2 	141 94 4.9 255 
35-1 43.4 423 	35-5 29-2 246 37-1 
44 14-4 212 	27.7 37•7 22-9 204 

$ 	0-. 	49.................................. 

150-199 ... 	............................. 17 2-8 9-0 	9-1 10.4 27-9 7-7 

	

50- 	99 ................................ ... 

	

100-149 	............................. 
200-249 ................................. 09 1.9 6-4 	6-4 5.7 3.3 1 	4$ 
250-299 ................................. - 

.. 

.. 

0-9 13 	5-4 3-8 49 
300+ ................................... 

.. 

..- 1-3 0-0 	1.8 3-8 11.5 	1 10 

Total ....................... . 1000 1004 100-0 91.0 M4 	914 

Expenditure per Family ................ .$ 44 60 92 108 118 155 	80 

Percentage of Total Living Expenditure.. 4-7 5-0 04 67 6-6 69 	12 

Recreation Expenditures and Size of Family 
Family recreation costs experienced a moderate decline as the average 

number of persons per household increased. Families with one child spent an 
annual amount of $98 on recreation, while those with five children spent $79. 
Recreation costs per person averaged $32 among one-child families, as against 
$11 for those with five children. Proportions of total living expenditure on 
recreation dropped from 70 p.c. to 57 p.c. between these family groups. The 
range of fluctuations in this instance also was not as large as that shown by 
transportation expenses which declined from 78 p.c. to 42 P.C. 
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Table 107.—Recreation Expenditures According to Number of Children 

(1,135 BrItish Families) 

Number of Children 1 2 3 4 5 Average 

Exp
d

enditure per Family ............. 	$ 98 96 93 80 79 82 
Expeniture per Person .............. 	$ 32 24 18 13 11 21 
Percentage of Total Living Expenditures 7.0 8-5 6-4 5-4 5-7 1.2 

Recreation and Tenure 

Home owner and tenant families spent almost identical average amounts 
of $90 and $89 respectively, although these outlays formed only 5•8 p.c. of total 
expenditure for families owning homes, as compared to 64 p.c. for tenants. 
Owner and tenant families with incomes of $100-199 per person spent very 
similar proportions of 44 p.c. and 47 p-c. on recreation. In the group with 
incomes of $600 or more per person, however, owner families spent only 50 p.c. 
as compared with the appreciably higher proportion of 87 p.c. for tenants. 

Table 108.—Recreation Expenditures at Progressive Income per Person Levels 
According to Tenure 

(1,135 BrItish Famliles) 

$ $ $800 + Average - f 
DOLLAR AVERAGES 

Owners .................................. 43 	63 100 99 116 117 91 
Tenants .................................. . 44 	72 

. 
88 113 118 187 82 

PERCENTAGES 

Owners .................................. 4-4 4.9 6-7 59 	65 5•0 58 
Tenants .................................. .4-7 

. 
5-8 

1 
6-2 7-2 	6-6 8-7 1-4 

Living Expenditure Patterns in Relation to Recreation Outlay 

A cross-classification of family living expenditures was made on the basis 
of amounts spent for recreation. Average income for families spending less 
than $50 on recreation amounted to $1,152, while for those spending $200 or 
more it averaged considerably higher at $1,812. Expenditures for the basic 
requirements of food, shelter, clothing, fuel and light, accounted for 74-8 p.c. 
of total living expenditure for families with recreation costs below $50, and 
only 611 p.c. for those spending more than $200. This sharp drop was offset 
by increasing expenditures for such items as transportation, household furnish-
ings, and, of course, recreation. Families spending extremely large amounts 
for recreation, however, did so at some sacrifice in other budget groups. For 
example, recreation expenses between the $150-199 and $200+ recreation groups 
increased from $169 to $270, while transportation costs dropped from $168 to 
$109, and health maintenance from $88 to $66, with the majority of other 
groups showing lesser declines. Shelter was the only group other than recreation 
to record an appreciable increase between these recreation expenditure levels. 
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Tal,Te 109.—Principal 1'aniily Living Expenditures at Progressive Recreation 
Expenditure Levela 

(1,135 British Families) 

Recreation Expenditure Group 1049 550-99 	$100. $200 + 80-49 850-99 $100. siso- 	520° + LIW 
149 

1 
149 199 

DollAR Avzivaxe PCRCZNTAGrR 

Food ........................... 399 428 451 476 472 34-9 30-8 28.2 26-5 25-7 
Shiner ..........................
1- wi 	nd light................... 246 

.

92 
288 
98 

308 
107 

302 
111 

330 
110 

21-4 
8-0 

20-5 
7.0 

19-2 
6-7 

16-9 
6-2 

17-9 
80 

120 150 191 202 211 105 10-8 12-1 11-3 11-6 

87 119 139 160 181 7-0 8-5 87 89 87 
iboo,ehold operation and (ur- 

56 66 73 88 55 4.9 4.7 4.5 4-9 3-6 

Clothing ....................... 

ichinge .......................
Ikuith ........................
1r:Ln,plrtation .................. 
it 	ton ...................... 55 

30 
61 

92 
59 
86 

lii 
117 
100 

168 
169 
112 

109 
270 
110 

4-8 
2-5 
5-3 

6-6 
4-9 
8-2 

6-9 
7-3 
8-3 

9-4 
9-5 
6-3 

69 
14-7 
6-0 M 	Llroou5 .................... 

'Eual 	............. 1,115 1,815 1,810 1,788 1,831 iN-I 000-S 100-I 100.0 iSIS 

Distribution of Recreation Expenditures 

it order to compare the relative importance of different recreation expendi-
uIts in the wage-earner family budget, certain individual costs were grouped 

arbitrarily. Newspapers, magazines, and books, formed the principal items of 
expenditure classed as family reading material, while the amount of admissions 
to movies, concerts, sport events, etc., gave some idea of the family outlay for 
paid amusements. The third group might be classified as expenses for purposes 
of self amusement. Under this heading were placed costs for hobbies, musical 
instruments, pets, sport equipment, etc. The purchases and upkeep of radios 
formed a separate budget item, and a miscellaneous group accounted for cigar-
ettes, tobacco, holiday costs, and other forms of recreation. 

Annual costs of cigarettes, cigars and tobacco formed the largest single item 
f recreation expenditure. Outlay for tobacco averaged $23 for all wage-earner 

families, and accounted for one-fourth of total recreation costs. Rending 
aterial, admissions, and self-amusement, each comprised approximately one-

seventh; radio purchases and upkeep, about one-ninth; holiday costs, one-tenth; 
and other recreation approximately 2 p_c. 

Expenditures for items within the category of self-amusements formed a 
slightly higher proportion of recreation costs than either reading material or 
pectator admissions. The average amounts per family were similar, however, 

with $15 spent for hobbies, music, home entertainment, etc., $14 for news-
papers, magazines, and books, and $13 for admissions. Expenditure for 
hese forms of recreation showed material differences in the various citIes of 

the Dominion. For example, Winnipeg and Halifax families spent an average 
of almost $17 for reading material, while those in Quebec spent only $9. 
!-xpenses for purposes of self-amusement were noticeably higher among families 
in western cities, averaging close to $25 in Saskatoon, $20 in Edmonton, and 
$16 in Vancouver. Families in Charlottetown and Halifax averaged $15 and 
$10 respectively, while Saint John and Quebec families spent an average of 
approximately $5 on this type of recreation. 

Varying rates of progression were noted in different recreation expenses as 
the financial position of the families improved. Those with incomes of 
$100-199 per person spent an average of $9 for reading material, and close to 
$G for admissions. At the income level of $600 or more per person, families 
pent practically identical amounts of $234 and $233 for these respective 

amusements. Within the same income per person limits, family outlay for 
self-amusement increased from $5 to $29. while tobacco costs advanced from 
an av ratre of $17 to $39 per fiut!dlv. TTOhhiv 	Shl\VO(I 01 xt r(u11(lV hji1. 
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rate of progression, constituting only 2 p.c. of recreation expenses for families 
with incomes between $100 to $199 per person, and more than 16 p.c. for those 
with incomes upwards of $600. 

Table 110,—Distribution of Recreation Expenditures at Progressive Income 
per Person Levels 

(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

	

$100-1 $200- } $300- 	$400-! $500- $600 + Average Income per PersOn 	 199 	299 	319 	499 	599 

I IOLLAa AVERAOaS 

'dnv IwOoTiA 	 9-0 	13-1 	14-8 	16-1 	16-0 	23-4 	144 

	

5-6 	106 	14-1 	144 	16-4 	23-3 	13-1 

	

-t-I(-amusements ........ ................ .4-7 	10-4 	14-9 	18-1 	2.5-7 	29-I 	14-7 

	

Il-idiopurchasesandupkeep ...............5-9 	816 	15-0 	13-7 	12-8 	9-8 	11.2 

	

igarettes, cigars. tob:tcco ................16-6 	201 	22-5 	24-5 	21-5 	38-8 	22-5 
Holiday costs (apart from transportation) 	0-9 	5-0 	9-6 	17-1 	212 	25-3 	10 

	

<therrecreation ..........................1-6 	1-4 	1-5 	38 	3-9 	49 	2-2 

	

Total ........................ . 44-3 	0-2 	9-4 	17-7 	117-5 	154-6 	88.7 

Reading Mat eria 1.—Newspapers constituted approximately three-fourths 
1 the average family expenditure for reading material. Magazines accounted 

for less than one-fifth, and books the remainder of about 8 p.c. Variations 
in newspaper percentages ranged from 89 p.c. and 85 p.c. of the total cost of 
reading material for families of French racial origin in Montreal and Quebec 
to 70 p.c. for families of British origin in Halifax and Saskatoon. The average 
yearly expenditure for newspapers was quite similar among British families 
and varied within the narrow limits of $12 per family for households in Winni-
peg, Toronto and Halifax, and $9 for those in Vancouver and Saint John. 
Annual newspaper costs were slightly lower among households in Quebec, and 
amounted to a little under $8 per family. Approximately two-thirds of the 
wage-earner families reported some expense for magazines, but only 12 p.c. 
howed an outlay for books. The average expense of all British families for 

rtiagazines amounted to $3, and for books slightly more than $1. 
Admissions.—Movie entertainment proved the most popular of the various 

paid amusements. Almost 90 p.c. of the total expenditure for these amusements 
was on motion pictures, while the remainder went for plays, concerts, spectator 
ports, etc. More than three-fourths of the families showed some expense for 

adult movie entertainment, but less than one-half reported children's admissions, 
although all families had one or more children under 18 years of age. The 
proportion was materially lower among families of French origin in Montreal 
and Quebec, with slightly more than 50 p.c. of the households showing a cost 
for adult admissions and due presumably to provincial restrictions concerning 
attendance, only 5 p.c. of families showed movie admission for children. 
l'xpenditure among British families for this form of entertainment averaged $8 per 
family for adult admissions and $3 for those of children. French families in 
Quebec spent average amounts of $2 and $03 for such admissions respectively. 
An outlay for plays, concerts, etc., was reported by approximately one-fifth of 
British wage-earner families, and accounted for only 3 p.c. of the total admis-
ion expenses. Spectator sports were attended by almost one-third of the 

tamilies and averaged 9 p.c. of the iiiitiiial expenditure for a(h1IIis.-iolI. 
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Hobbies, Music, Entertaining, etc.—A fairly wide diversity of recreational 
pursuits comprised the group of expenditures classed as self-amusements. More 
than 28 p.c. of the average family outlay for these budget items was spent on 
sport equipment, special clothing, etc., and children's play equipment. Euhteen 
p.c. went for musical instruments, music, records, etc., 13 p.c. for dues to 
recreation clubs or associations, 10 p.c. for cameras, films, and photo equipment, 
and a similar amount for the purchase and upkeep of pets. Entertaining costs, 
both in and out of the home, accounted for more than 9 p.c., and other amuse-
ments made up the residual amount of approximately 12 p.c. Appreciable 
variations were noted in the above proportions for families in different localities. 
For example, families of French origin in Quebec and Montreal spent 42 p.c. 
and 35 p.c. of their respective total outlays for self-amusement on home 
entertaining. Families in Saskatoon and Edmonton devoted 35 p.c. and 33 p.c. 
respectively to musical instruments, music, records, etc. 

Radios.—Almost 84 p.c. of the families of British racial origin reported a 
radio in their homes. Among French families in Montreal and Quebec, they 
numbered close to 75 p.c. Less than 12 p.c. of the radios were purchased during 
the survey year, at an average price per set of approximately $70. Due to the 
small number of families reporting purchases, the average expenditure per 
family for new radios amounted to only $8, but nevertheless comprised three-
fourths of the total radio expenses of all families. Cost of upkeep averaged 
close to $3, and an outlay for this item, which included licenses, repairs, etc., 
was reported by practically all families operating a set. 



Table 111.—Recreation Expenditures According to Cities and Racial Groups 

- 

Char- 
lotte- Halifax Saint Quebec 

Montreal 
Ottawa Toronto London 

Winnipeg 
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Total Familiae ............................ 54 70 78 70 141 69 48 95 129 65 184 45 122 101 168 . 
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0-7 

11-6 
2-5 
25 

8-6 
18 
01 

7-8 
1-3 
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0-5 

10-3 
1-9 
1-4 

9-8 
10 
0-9 

10-1 
2-1 
18 

11-8 
2-4 
05 

10-4 
23 
14 

11.8 
2-9 
1-8 

9-7 
2-3 
02 

11-2 
37 
lI 

11-2 
3-0 
06 

9-2 
2-7 
09 

13-0 16-6 10-5 0-2 12-7 13-6 11.7 14-0 14.7 14-1 16-5 12-2 16.0 14-8 12-8 

Newepapera ......................... 	... 
Magazines............................... 
Books................................... 

TOTAL . ........... 

9.9 81 45 23 6.1 103 142 76 66 66 8.8 9-2 8-2 S1 10-5 
ADMThSIONS- 
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13 
3-3 
0-2 

1-3 
1-9 
12 
2-5 
0-5 

07 
0-1 
18 
0-8 
2-9 

0-6 
1-1 
14 
0-8 
8-4 

10 
0-6 
36 
1-9 
8-3 

08 
0-1 
31 
2-4 
6-7 

I-i 
1-0 
18 
2-3 
510 

(a) in home............................ 
(b) out of home........................ 

0-3 - 0-1 0-2 0-2 0-1 - 0-2 0-6 - 0 3 - 0-4 0-1 0-2 

t8pectntor eportu......................... 

hobbies- 
1-6 
11 

1-3 
0-4 

0-5 
0-8 

0-6 
0-9 

0-8 
0-3 

0-5 
1-0 

0-8 
0-2 

2-1 
2-1 

1-4 
I-S 

0-7 
1-4 

1-1 
1-2 

0-7 
0-4 

2-3 
1-7 

1-6 
1-3 

1-4 
2-0 

Toesi.............. 

Pets................................... 
Otheramusements ............ 	........ 4-0 0-9 0-4 0-3 0-9 1-1 0-6 3-2 2-0 1-3 1-2 1-4 1-4 2-2 1-7 

TomL ....... ...... _5-2 14-6 10-0 4-8 5-2 11-2 4-4 15-8 14-2 12-4 12-1 16-4 247 20-4 16-1 

Child's play equipment.................. 
Musical instruments...................... 

Rsoxo- 

Sheet music, records, etc.................

Camera films, etc...................... 

65 
2-4 

19-3 
1-9 

2-6 
1-8 

8-5 
3-0 

7-2 
2-3 

4-6 
3-2 

9-3 
3-2 

11-8 
3-2 

7-9 
2-9 

7-5 
3-2 

4-9 
3-6 

- 

3-7 
12-4 
2-5 

8-8 
3-3 

7-3 
2-7 

8-9 -  21-2 4-4 11-5 9-5 - 7-8 12-5 15-0 lOS 10-7 8-5 3-7 14-9 12-I 10-0 

Purchne price............................ 
Upkeep ........................ ........... 

MIS 	L.LANEOVS- 

Tomr.............. 

30-2 28-7 2-5-4 28-0 28-2 24-0 23-8 24-7 20-3 24-9 20-8 18-4 18.8 21-9 10-4 Cigarettes,tobacco,etc...................
Holiday costs............................ 6-6 

2-6 
4-9 
1-0 

7-2 
0-9 

4-7 
0-1 

3-8 
018 

7-4 
3-4 

13-2 
1-1 

7-6 
1-5 

11-3 
3-9 

8-2 
2-8 

13-6 
3-5 

8-2 
0-1 

14-2 
116 

15-6 
0-9 

10-8 
1-6 Other recreation.......................... 

394 346 325 325 328 348 381 33-8 35-5 35-9 31-9 26-7 34-6 38-7 31-8 Toi'si .............. 

Total Recreation Costs .................. . 909 94-4 61-2 1  63-4 70-7 79-8 83-7 91-9 85-9 82-5 90-0 1  75-4 103-3 98-7 86-0 

k 
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CHAPTER XI1.I 

EDUCATION AND VOCATION 
The main portion of education costs is in the form of taxation utilized 

in the maintenance of public school systems, and this is supplemented in varying 
degree by family outlay directly upon children's education. That part of taxation 
which is allocated to education unfortunately cannot be isolated, some of it 
being paid out by tenants in the form of rent, and the balance in the form of 
direct taxes by owners, with no distinction made in most cases between educational 
and other uses. Direct outlay for the education of survey family children 41uring 
1937-38 amounted to only one p.c. of all living expenditures. The average 
expense for British families, with an average of 23 children, was $14, while for 
French families averaging 32 children, an outlay of $18 was shown. Vocation 
and adult education costs, comprising such expenditures as union dues, professional 
association fees, technical literature, etc., were reported by about one-third of 
survey families. The average expense per family of Britih and French origin 
amounted to $6. Combined expenditures on education and vocation for both 
children and adults formed 1 4 p.c. of the total living budget for British families, 
and a slightly higher proportion of 1 8 p.c. for those of French origin. 

City variations in the amount of child education expenditures were quite 
marked, with averages relatively high for British families in Western cities, and 
for those of French origin in Montreal and Quebec. It should be borne in mind 
however, that these figures represent residual costs, and are not indicative of 
educational expenditure generally. Per family averages for Winnipeg. Van-
couver and Saskatoon amounted to $22, $18 and $16 respectively. Lowest 
average expenses were noted in Maritime and Ontario cities, with amounts 
ranging from $15 for Ottawa families to $8 in Halifax. Outlays for adult educa-
tion and vocation were highest among families of foreign origin in Montreal, and 
averaged $12 per family. Corresponding figures for other cities were somewhat 
cattered, ranging from $9 for families in Charlottetown anil Edmonton. to $2 
or Quebec families of French origin. 

TaI,I,• 112.—Family Average Expenditure for Education and Vocation 

Family 
Family Expenditure Expenditure 

	

(It) 	 Expenditure 	for Adult 	per Child 

	

for Child 	Education 	for 

	

Education' 	and 	Education' 
Vocation 

$ 	$ 	$ 

	

I lartottetown ................................................... ..32.1 	8.9 	5 

	

Italiftix ........................................................... ..84 	3.1 	4 

	

'aint John ....................................................... ..9.3 	5.8 

	

Quebec ........................................................... ..18.9 	2•2 

	

Montreal—French ................................................ ..18.0 	7.5 

	

]3ritiah ................................................. 10.6 	3.9 

	

Other ................................................. ..7.9 	12.0 

	

Ottawa.......................................................... ..14.7 	8.7 
Toronto .......................................................... ..9.2 

	

London ............................................................102 	2.8 

	

Sinnipeg—flritieh ................................................. 21.7 	6.1 

	

Other ................................................ . 17.4 	64 

	

-askatoon ........................................................ . 16.3 	5.4 

	

Edmonton ....................................................... . 32.7 	8•9 

	

Vancouver ....................................................... . 17•6 	7.5 

• Excluaive of taxation for educational purposee. 
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Family Education Costs in Relation to Income 

Families with incomes of $100-199 per person spent an average of $10 for 
education and vocation, while those in the income group of $600+ per person 
spent an average of $39. Proportions of total living expenditure devoted to 
education, however, were irregular and the small increases probably were 
influenced by declining number of children per family in the higher income 
brackets. The average number of children declined from 36 to 1'3 per family 
between the low and high income groups noted. Education cost differences on 
a per child basis were more appreciable. The expenses for children's education 
among families with incomes ranging between $100 and $199 per person 
amounted to only $2 per child, while for those with incomes of $600 or more, 
the average cost increased to $21. 

Table 113.—Education Costs at Progressive Income per Person Levels 
(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

Income per Person 199 
$200- 
299 

$300- 
399 

$400- 
409 

$500 
599 $600 + Average 

Expenditure per Family for Education and 
Vocation ...........................$ 10-0 15.7 23.3 23.7 22.3 33-6 20-2 

Percentage of Total Living Expenditure.. 1.1 1•3 1.6 1'5 1•2 1-7 1-4 
EducationOutlayperChild ............ $ 1-9 3.9 8.2 98 11•3 20-6 8-8 

Family Education Costs and Number of Children per Family 
Education expenses for British wage-earner families with one child averaged 

$15. This amount increased steadily to $30 per family in the four-child family 
group, but dropped back to $19 for families with five children. It should be 
noted, however, that average family incomes also showed a considerable drop 
from $1,482 per family in the four-child group, to $1,377 in the group with five 
children. Outlays for education and vocation represented 1 1 p.c. of total living 
expenditures among families with one child, and 2'0 p.c. for those with four 
children. In the five-child group this amount receded to 1 •3 p_c. 

Table 114.—Education and Vocation Expenditure According to Number of 
children per Family 

(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

Number of Children 1 2 3 4 5 

Expenditure per Family ........................ 	$ 15 21 25 30 19 
Percentage of Total Living Expenditure ............ .1.1 1-4 1-7 2-0 1•3 

Principal Expenses of Family Education 
(a) Child Education 

An analysis of the principal direct costs of child education indicated that 
families spent as much on the home tuition of their children as they did for 
educational expenses at public school, high school, business college, etc. Expen-
diture for home education included all tuition received within the home for 
school subjects, music, etc., and also for dancing and similar special forms of 
training not always received at home. Families of British racial origin spent 
nearly 36 for the formal education of their children at school, and more than $8 
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for expenses of education within the home. French families in Montreal and 
Quebec spent corresponding amounts of $7 and $6, while an additional amount 
of $5 per family was shown for boarding expenses. 

A comparison of the distribution of education expenses according to cities 
is of limited significance because of the different school systems in various 
provinces, and resulting variations in the extent to which free text books and 
supplies were granted. Home education costs were of a more consistent nature, 
and regional differences were clearly defined. Western cities averaged $10 per 
family for this type of education, while an average of $5 was shown for families 
in Ottawa, Toronto, and London. Maritime cities showed a fairly wide varia-
tion in home education costs, and averaged $12, $8 and $6 for Charlottetown, 
Halifax and Saint John families, respectively. 

Two-thirds of all British families reported some outlay for child education, 
as did slightly more than GO p.c. of families of French racial origin. Education 
costs at public school, college, etc.., for tuition, fees, supplies, and oilier expene 
were shown by about 40 p.c. of British survey families. Children boarding away 
from home were reported by less than one P.0 of British families and 5 p.c. 
of families of French origin. Approximately 37 p.c. and 25 p.c. of families in 
these respective race groups showed expenses for home education on tuition, 
music, books, dancing, etc. 

Table 115.—Distribution of Direct Costs for Child Education 

1,135 British FamIlies 211 French Families 

Item Percent.-  
age or 

Average 
Coat Coat 

Percent-  
age of 

Acerage 
Coat Coat 

Families for 1,135 perChild age 
° Families for III perCltild ° Of otal Reporting Families Reporting Families 

S $ $ $ 
AWAY:- 

Tuition, 	fees, 	books, 	supplies, 
39.0 54 23 383 354 73 23 39.9 

Bourdandotherespanses 0.5 0•4 02 28 47 5.0 15 
etc ..... ..........................

Tuition, music, books, supplies, 
374 - 8.3 58•9 268 50 19 328 etc .................. ............

Total ......... ......... U7 111 11 liii 116 18.3 .7 91S 

(b) Adult Education and Vocation 
About one-third of survey families showed an expense under the heading 

of adult education and vocation. The average outlay of approximately $6 for 
families of both British and French racial or2gin was comprised principally of 
union and professional association dues or fees. These items amounted to 
87 p.c. of the above outlay, and only fractional dollar expenditures per family 
were observed for educational fees, technical literature, etc. 

Table 116.—Distribution of Expenditures for Adult Education and Vocation 

1,135 BrItish Families 	II 	211 }rench Families 

I age of I Cost I 	age of 	Cost I 
Item 	 I Percent- I Average I Percent-

iReporting ~  

Percent- Average I Percent- 
I Families  I for 1,135 ofta1 Families 	for 211 i 	age 
Rerting Families 	Families of Total 

Lnion Dues and Fees.................... 27.1 
Professional Asaociation Duos or Fees 	4.5 
Educational Fees and Technical Litera- 

ture  ............................ ....... 56 
Other  ............................ .......1.5 

$ $ 
5.0 820 	261 48 $4.2 
03 4.9 	4.7 04 7.0 

0.7 11'5 	2•8 05 8•8 
0.1 1'6 	- - - 

Total ...................... ..... 1•1 I 	100,01 1 	313 	- .7 1 	liii 



CHAPTER XIV 

COMMUNITY WELFARE, GIFTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

Expenditures for community welfare included church donations, community 
chest and other charities, taxes on income and personal property, and fees to 
service clubs and fraternal orders. Considered along with the above were 
Christmas and birthday gifts, etc., as well as contributions to the support of 
relatives or other persons. Gifts to members of the immediate family were 
included under the various expenditure headings to which they belonged. 
These expenditures, while largely subject to family circumstances, nevertheless 
reflected to a notable extent differences in economic conditions among wage-
earner families, and were responsive to changes in income position. 

Outlays for community welfare by families of British origin averaged $21 
per family. An almost identical amount of $20 was shown for gifts and 
contributions. Corresponding figures for French families amounted to $18 
spent on community welfare, and $9 on gifts and contributions. The combined 
groups formed 29 p.c. of total budget expenses for British families, and 2•0 P.C. 
for those of French origin. As might be expected from the above, the majority 
of families spent less than $50 a year for welfare and gifts. Two-thirds of 
British families reported amounts within this limit., while less than one-fourth 
spent between $50 and $99, and only 9 p.c. spent more than $100. 

Variations in city expenditures for community welfare, gifts, and contribu-
tions were quite marked. Community welfare averages were highest in 
Maritime cities and amounted to $36, $30 and $27 in Saint John, Halifax, and 
Charlottetown. Winnipeg families averaged $22 for this group of expenditures 
and Ottawa $21. The remaining city averages ranged between $20 for 
Vancouver families and $10 for those of foreign racial origin in Montreal. 
Outlays for gifts and contributions among British families varied from $27 for 
Saint John to $16 for families in Montreal and London. French families in 
Quebec and Montreal averaged $10 and $8 respectively. 

Table 117.—City Comparisons of Family Expenditure for Community Welfare, 
Gifts and Contributions 

City Community 	Gifts and 
Welfare 	Contributions 

$ $ 

269 16.6 
Halifax ................................................................... 29.8 17.6 
SaintJohn ................................................................ 36.2 27.1 
Quebec ................................................................... 174 98 

18.1 8.4 ,tontrea1—French .......................................................... 
British ........................................................ 169 159 
Other.......................................................... 

..
96 15.0 

.7 l90 

Charlottetown ............................................................. 

167 

. 

232 
13.2 

. . 

. 

15.6 
Winnipeg—British ......................................................... 22.2 

. . 

18.9 

Ottawa .... ................................................................ 

Other ......................................................... 17.7 10.8 

Toronto .................................................................... 
London ..................................................................... 

Saskathon ................................................................ 239 
Edmonton ................................................................ 

. 

. 

216 
Vancouver ................................................................ 

.17.7 

. 13.3 

. 200 200 
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Community Welfare, Gifts, and Contril,utions, at Progressive Income 
per Person Levels 

Family outlay for community welfare showed a steady increase from low 
to high income levels, both in actual rash expenditure and in relation to the 
total living budget. Families with incomes of $100-199 per person spent an 
average of $10 under this heading, while those with incomes ranging above 
$600 per person spent $48. Expenditures for gifts and contributions increased 
more rapidly, and advanced from $5 per family to $47 in the same income 
groups. The combined outlays for welfare, gifts, etc., represented only 1 6 P.C. 
of all living expenditures in the $100-199 group, but rose to 4'3 p.c. in the 
group with incomes of $600+ per person. The expenses of practically all 
families at the former level were for amounts of less than $50, while in the 
latter only one-fourth reported expenditures for welfare and gifts within this 
range, and nearly 40 p.c. spent amounts larger than $100. 

Table 118.-Family Expenditure for Community Welfare, Gifts, and Contributions 
in Relation to Income per Person 

(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

	

Interval $100- 	$200- I 	soo_ I ssoo- 

	

I 199 	299 I 399 I 499 I 	$600 + 	Total 1 
PRRCKNTAGFS 

98'2 83'4 69.6 51'8 36'8 26.2 17.1 
50-99 ................................. 1.8 15'0 23.1 35.0 484 34.4 23•$ 

100-140 ................................. - 1'3 58 8.6 9.5 24.6 5.8 
1.50-109 ................................. - 

.

. 

0'3 06 3.7 2.8 4.9 15 
200 + ................................... - 

. 

- 09 0'9 2.8 9.9 12 

$ 	0- 49 .................................. 

liii ISIS 155.5 illS 1555 iSIS ill-I Total ......................... 
Expenditure per Family- 

. 

Community Welfare ................ $ 9.9 15.0 202 23.7 32.2 48•4 258 
Gifts and Contributions ............. $ 5.0 12'1 193 30'8 30.2 46•8 252 

PERCINTAGZS 

Percentage of Total Living Expenditure- 
Community Welfare ................. 1.2 1'4 1.5 1.8 2.2 1.1 
Gifts and Contributions .............. 

.1.1 
0.'S 1.0 1.3 1'9 1.7 2.1 11 

Community Welfare, Gifts and Contributions in Relation to Size of Family 

Expenditure for community welfare, gifts, and contributions, showed an 
inverse relationship to the size of wage-earner families. Those with one child 
spent an average of $44 on these items, while families with five children spent 
$29. Proportionate amounts of the total living budget devoted to welfare and 
gifts also declined as families increased in size. They fell from 3'1 p.c. in the 
one-child family group to 21 p.c. in that with five children. 

Table 119.-Expenditure for Community Welfare, Gifts, and Contributions 
According to Size of Family 

(1,135 BTIIISII Families) 

Number of Children 1 2 	3 	4 5 

Expenditure per Family .......................... $ 44 46 	35 	38 29 
PercentageofTotalLivingExpenditure ............ . 3.1 3.1 	2.4 	2.6 2.1 

13996-4 
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Distribution of Expenditures for Welfare, Gifts, and Contributions 
(a) Community Wel/are 

The principal outlay for community welfare was in the foi -in of church 
contributions. More than 60 p.c. of all welfare expenditures by British families 
went for this purpose, and over three-fourths of those by French families. 
Approximately 80 p.c. of families of British origin showed some expense for the 
above items, and very nearly all families of French origin. Small average 
amounts per family were shown for charities, taxes on income and personal 
property, and fees to service clubs, etc. About one-half of British survey 
families reported an outlay for various charities, one-fifth showed tax expenses, 
and not quite one-fourth, fees to clubs and fraternal orders. 

('HART 16 
PRINCIPAL FAMILY EXPENDITURES ON COMMUNITY WEISARE 

GIFTS t CONTRIBUTIONS I ETC i AT LOW AND HIGFJ INCOME PER PERSON LEVELS 
EXPENDITURE PER ?AMILY 

	
PERCENTAGE orTol-AL WELFARE 

GIFTS, ETC 
LO 	20 	30 	0 	tO 	20 	30 	40 	50 

CHURCII 
AND 

SZ'HDAYSWOOLS 

COMA/UNITY 
CNES F, OTM 

TAXES;///COME 
PER.SO,VAL 
,°iPOPER7Y 

FEES ro 
5E V/CE 

CLIBS, Ercj  

6JFTS 
CII4157MA51 

81R710AYETC; 

CONTRIB/Ji/ONS 
5UPPO,Q F OF 

FamIiss with incomes or IOO-I99 per peron 
6OO or more per person 

Table 120.—Principal Community Welfare Expenditures 

1,W British Families 211 French Families 

Per- Per- Per- Per- 
Item ceutage Average centage centage Average centage 

of Costs of Total of Costs of Total 
Families for 1,135 Corn- Families for 211 Corn- 
Report- 

ing 
Families munity 

Welfare 
Report- 

ing 
Families munity 

Welfare 

$ $ 

Church and Sunday School ............. 
Coxiiniunity Chest. Other Charities 
Taxes—Income, Personal Property 

80.6 
50-8 
21.5 

13-1 
2.0 
3.2 

63.0 
9.6 

15.4 

97.6 
69-7 
19.4 

138 
3.2 
04 

776 
18-0 
2.2 

Fees to Service Clubs and Fraternal 
Orders ............................. 24-5 

.. 

2-5 12.0 85 0-4 22 

Total ...................... . $1-i 

.. 

2018 100-4 18- 17-8 100-0 
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(b) Cilia and Coniribuiion. 
More than nine-tenths of British survey families reported an outlay for 

gifts and contributions. This proportion was tonsiderably lower among families 
of French origin, and less than two-thirds showed expenses under the above 
heading. Christmas and birthday gifts, etc., were the principal items of 
expenditure, and formed over four-fifths of all gifts and contributions. Average 
outlay per family amounted to $17 for British households, and $8 for those of 
French origin. Contributions to the support of relatives or other persons were 
shown by about 10 p.c. and 5 p.c. of British and French families respectively. 
Average expenses per family were correspondingly small, and amounted to $4 
and $1 for families in these racial groups. 

Table 121.—Principal Expenditures for Gifts and Contributions 

I 	1,13 British Families 	II 	211 French Families 

Item 
Per- 

centage Average Per- 
ot Costs centage 

Families for 1.135 of 
Report- Families Total 

ing 

Per- 
centage Average Per- 

ot Costs centage 
Families for 211 of 
Report- Families Total 

ing 

Christmas, Birthday, etc .............. 
Contributions, Support of Relatives. 
Contributions, Support of Other Peraoi 

Total ..................... 

$ 

00•9 	16.5 	81-7 
10.6 	3-5 	17.3 
2-0 	0-2 	1.0 

22 	Ill-S  

$ 

602 	7.6 	86-4 
4.7 	1-2 	13-5 
0.5 	0.1 	1.1 

$2.1 I 	85 I 	ill-S 

13996-9' 



PART Ill 
PHYSICAL ATTRIBUTES AND BACKGROUND 

OF THE FAMILY 
CHAPTER XV 

NOTES ON CERTAIN FAMILY ATTRIBUTES 
To provide a background for the study of the chapters following, several 

family attributes have been examined and relationships of significance pointed 
out. Income, age of the father, racial origin and geographical location may be 
considered in different measure as independent or controlling factors. Family 
size, rooms per person, tenure, and motor car ownership have been singled out 
among so-called controllable factors for examination in relation to the above 
mentioned controlling influences. 

Number of Children per Family 
The following comments should be considered in relation to the sampling 

restriction which excluded families without children. In 1931 these formed a 
larger number than any group of families with a specified number of children. 

Average numbers of children per family naturally showed a definite 
relation to the age of the father, tending to increase until the father's age was 
between 45 and 54 years, and subsequently declining as mature children left the 
parental roof to make homes of their own. Among British families there was 
little discernible relation between family income and numbers of children. 
The largest numbers of children were found in the lowest and the highest income 
groups sampled, the average being 24 at the $400-799 and $2,000-2,399 
income levels, and fractionally lower in the intervening range. Among French 
families, numbers of children increased definitely as income moved higher. 
When families were divided according to average income per person rather 
than income per family, average numbers of children per family dropped sharply 
in successively higher income groups of both the French and British sample. 
Appreciable racial differences were noted, French families averaging 3.2, 
foreign origin families, 27, and British families, 23 children. There were 
also moderate regional differences apparent within the British sample, Maritime 
families being larger than those in Ontario and Western Canada. 

Table 122.—Number of Children Per Family in Relation to Certain Family Attributes 

Age of Father (Years) 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 

British ..................... .19 2.4 2.5 23 

Income per Family 8400-799 88004,199 81200-1,599 81.600-1,999 12,000+ Average 

British ..................... 
Other ...................... 

24 
21 

— 

 
2•3 
28 
- 

22 
2.9 
- 

2.3 
44 
- 

2.4 
4.9 

2•3 
3•2 
2.7 

French...................... 

Income per Person 8100-199 

. 

8200-299 8300499 8400-499 8500-599 1600 + 
British ...................... 
French ...................... 

3.6 
4.4 

28 
3.4 

21 
23 1. 

1
5  
6 14 

- 
1.3 
- 

City 

24 25 24 

, 

2.8 

Montreal 

2.3 22 1.8 

Winnipeg 

22 22 

§ 

2.3 

French 

3.5 

British 

27 

Other 

29 

Britiah 

22 

Other 

2•4 
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CHART 17 

HOME OWNERSHIP OF URBAN WAGE-EARNER FAMILIES 
ACCORDING TO 

INCOME PER PERSON ,CHILDREN PER FAMILY, AGE OF FATHER 
PC.ofF&MLtES 	 AND C I TI ES 
LIVING IN 

HOMES 

4 fflllhhii 	il1 
234 	ç 

CHILDREN PER FAMILY  
' FAMILY INCOME PER PERSON 	 AGE OF FATHER 

MOTOR CAR OWNERSHIP OF URBAN WAGE- 
EARNER FAMILIES ACCORDINO TO INCOME PER PERSON 

CHILDREN PER FAMILY AGE OF FATHERAND CITIES 
PCUES  WITH 

MOTOR CARS 

0 () 	 0 

' INCOME PER PERSON 

40 

11 4 ' 
CHILDREN PER FAMILY 

N' 	
' 

4  
v  

AGE OF FATHER 
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Rooms per Person 
The average number of rooms per person has been used frequently as a 

standard for measuring the adequacy of housing accommodation in general 
statistical analyses. This measurement showed a definite response to changes 
in economic circumstances, and in family composition with one noteworthy 
exception. This was the lengthening life span of the family as indicated by 
the father's age, which revealed no relation to rooms per person, until the 
age group from 55 to 64 years was reached. There was an accompanying 
decline in children per family to account for the slightly larger room per person 
average in this group. The response to differences in income was quite marked. 
Room per person averages increased steadily as family income mounted, and 
rose sharply at progressive levels of income per person. Conversely, rooms 
per person decreased quite definitely for families with successively larger 
nunthcrs of children. Differences in average numbers of children per family 
appeared to be inversely related to variations in numbers of rooms per family 
for racial groups. Average numbers of children per family of 32, 27 and 
2•3 for French, Foreign and British origin groups, respectively, coincided 
with averages of 09, 10 and 12 rooms per person for the same groups. 
There were no observable regional differences in numbers of rooms per person, 
although the 1931 census showed room per person averages for Prairie cities 
slightly lower than those in other areas. 

Table 123.—Average Number of Rooms Per Pcrsoii in Relation to Certain Family 
Attributes 

Age of Father (Years) 25-34 3544 45-54 55-64 

British ..................... 1-2 1.2 1.2 13 

Income per Family *400-799 

.. 

*800-1,199 *1,200-1,599 *1,6004,999 *2,000 + Average 

British ..................... 10 
09 
-  

1.1 
09 
- 

12 
0-9 
- 

1-3 
018 
- 

13 
0-9 
- 

12 
09 
1.0 

Income per Person *100-199 

. 

*200-299 $300-399 *400-499 *500-599 $600 + 

French......................
Other....................... 

British ...................... 
French ...................... 0-9 

0.7 
1-0 
09 

1-2 
1-1 

1.4 
1-4 

15 
- 

1-6 
- 

Children per Family 1 2 3 4 5 

British ..................... 
French ..................... .1-5 

. 1-3 
1-2 
1.1 

1-0 
1-0 

0-9 
0-9 

0-8 
0-7 

- 
- 

City P Y 
a 

. 
Montreal 

0 I 
Winnipeg 2 

. 

a 

French British Other British 

1-1 

Other 

1-2 1-2 1.2 1-0 0-9 1.1 1-0 1-3 1-2 1•3 10 1-2 1-1 1-1 
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Home Tenure 

The strongest single influence affecting home tenure seemed to be family 
income, but other influences also had a direct bearing upon tenure. For example, 
the proportion of survey families living in owned homes increased steadily as 
the age of the father moved higher. However, this was paralleled by a definite 
relationship between father's age and income, thus leaving the relative influence 
of income and family life span upon tenure in doubt. British wage-earner 
families with annual income ranging from $400-799 were mainly tenants, only 
8'9 p.c. living in their own homes. This percentage jumped to 26'4 in the 
$800-1,199 income group and then rose more gradually to 40.4, where family 
annual income amounted to $2,000 or more. Numbers of children per family 
showed little relation to tenure and as already pointed out were not related in 
any marked degree to amount of family income. Racial origin appeared to exert 
some influence on tenure, but it was difficult to distinguish it from differences 
due to predominant types of dwellings. French families in Montreal and 
Quebec were predominantly tenants, but so also were British families in 
Montreal where flats outnumbered all other types of dwellings. Foreign origin 
families in Montreal also were mainly tenants, but in Winnipeg a high pro-
portion of foreign origin families lived in their own homes. 

Regional differences in tenure were quite marked. Proportions of owned 
homes were very low in Quebec as already noted, and tenancy was also 
characteristic of Maritime cities surveyed. The ratio of owners in Ontario 
cities was approximately one in four, and in western cities almost every second 
wage-earner family head was a home-owner. The high percentage of owners 
in the west apparently was related to the prevalence of smaller and less expensive 
single houses than are characteristic of the eastern provinces. 

Table 124—Percentages of Familiea Living In Owned Homes in Relation to 
Certain Family Attributes 

Age of Father (Years) 25-34 35-44 45-54 

British ..................... 16-6 31.4 46:1 56.6 

Income per Family 8400-799 

. 

1800-1,199 81.200-1,599 81,600-1 1999 82,000+ Average 

re 	.... 
89 
3.7 

264 
- 

30-1 
88 

43.1 
11-8 

40-4 
10-0 

32-0 
6-2 

British ....................... 
Fnch ................... 

Income per Person 8100-199 8200-299 8500-399 8400-499 8500-599 3600 + 

British ..................... 
French ..................... 

Children per Family 

15-8 
3.4 

316 
5.4 

321 
77 

336 
10-5 

415 
- 

42.6 
- 

1 

..

.. 

2 3 4 5 

British ..................... 
French ..................... 

. 32.4 

. 4.3 
32-5 
10-5 

31-4 
4-1 

31-0 
32 

30-6 
8-5 

- 

- 

A 
ontreal Winnipeg 

C 2 b. 

City I ' 

French British Other British Other , , 

18-5 27-4 7-7 b-7 6-4 1-5 8-3 17-9 29-5 30-8 47 -8 57-8 84-6 43-6 46-4 
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Motor Car Ownership 

As in the ease of home ownership, the possession of motcr cars appeared 
to depend primarily upon income. This relationship was particularly clear 
when families were grouped according to income per person. Percentages of 
families with motor cars mounted from 132 for the British group with from 
$100 to $199 income per person, to 73'8 in the $600+ income per person group. 
Proportions of families with motor cars moved gradually higher as the father's 
age increased to the ten year interval centring around 50 years, and then 
dropped sharply. The parallel between home and car ownership was also 
broken by comparison with numbers of children per family. Proportions of car 
owners dropped steadily as the number of children per family increased. About 
10 p.c. of French wage-earner families owned motor cars, 17 p.c. of foreign 
origin families, and 32 p.c. of British families. Proportions of families owning 
automobiles in Ontario cities approximated 45 p.c., while percentages for western 
cities ranged between 29 and 34. About 10 p.c, of wage-earner families in 
Montreal and Quebec operated motor cars. In the Maritime cities, corre-
sponding proportions were 200 for Halifax, 205 for Saint John, and 296 P.C. 
for Charlottetown. 

Table 125—Percentage of Families Operating Motor Cars in Relation to Certain 
Family Attributes 

Age of Father (Years) 25-34 35-44 45-54 554 

British ..................... 27.7 35.8 37-4 21.7 

Income per Family ¶400-799 ¶800-1,199 ¶1200-1.599 ¶1,600-1,999 ¶2.000 + Average 

4.4 

. 

17-1 35-0 42-1 57.4 32.0 
7.4 - 11-8 23-5 15.0 10.0 

Other....................... -  - - - - 17.4 

Income per Person $100-199 ¶200-299 ¶300-399 ¶400-499 ¶500-599 $600 + 

13.2 25-3 32-1 36.8 51.9 73.8 

British ...................... 

French ...... ................ 

3.4 9.5 9-6 21-1 - - 
British ......................

French ...................... 

Children per Family 1 2 3 4 5 

36-4 36-1 30.6 25-9 20-4 - British ...................... 

French ...................... 10.9 132 12.2 6•5 6-4 - 

a 
Montreal Winnipeg 

C 
2 ,. 

City 
French British Other British Other 

29-8 20-0 20-5 11-4 9-2 15-9 8-3 46-3 42-6 44-6 30-4 24-4 31.9 33-7 29-2 



CHAPTER XVI 

NUTRITIVE VALUES OF FAMILY FOOD PURCHASES 
Although considerable differences may occur between quantities of food 

purchased and quantities consumed, an examination of food pirehases will 
indicate potential nutritive values available. This chapter is concerned with 
certain of these values, but due to different degrees of thrift and care in the 
use of foods and to lack of data on individual food intake it does not give an 
exact indication of conditions of nutrition existing among the families providing 
the records. No attempt has been made to measure the vitamin content of food 
purchases. 

In the first section considering all survey families in 12 cities as a group, 
calculations have been 'based upon 1,569 family food records for one week in 
October-November, 1938, 1,145 in February, 1939, and 453 in June, 1939. Only 
families who  had contributed to the first survey were approached in the second, 
and likewise all third survey period families had contributed records in the 
first and second periods. Quantities and costs of purchases were entered 
each day of the week in journals printed for the purpose, after an explana-
tion by specially instructed field agents. The analyses of nutritive values in 
relation to income and regions were based upon the October-November, 1938, 
records wlhich provided the most reliable basis of cross-classification. 

Appraisal of the Data.—Average purchase estimates used in this analysis 
cover purchases for regular home consumption for only three weekly intervals, 
and do not include foods bought and eaten out of the home, or gifts of food, 
garden produce, etc., used during the weeks in question. There was also a small 
residue of regular food purchases for which no nutritive values were available. 
Careful cost estimates of all these unmeasured items placed their value at less 
than 15 p.c. of average weekly food expenditure, but it is improbable that the 
nutritive content of this group was proportionate to cost, since it included such 
items as tea, coffee and soft drinks. Against the unmeasured residue of foods, 
waste from food purchases for regular use would form at least a partial offset. 
Inferences from these data are affected by the fact that they are in the form 
of averages for many families. This favours a balance between foods used 
from stocks on hand at the beginning of the week, and purchases left over at 
the end of the week, and hence average purchases may be expected to 
approximate foods used for consumption. However, satisfactory averages from 
a nutritional point of view for a large group of families may hide conditions of 
malnutrition for considerable numbers of families and individuals. Averages of 
this type are influenced by the purchases of families who buy more than optimum 
nutritive requirement.. 

Nutritive Values Available from Principal Food Groups 
The principal groups comprising regular food purchases are here considered 

in relation to their dietetic values. Averages of purchases in all three survey 
periods form the basis of nutritional values calculated. In addition, the propor-
tions of total food expenditure for various food groups are noted to indicate the 
relative expensiveness of each as a source of different nutritive requirements. 

Meats.—Meat products accounted for about 20 p.c. of the cost of the 
average family's weekly food purchases. The chief nutritive elements obtained 
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from this source were protein, iron and phosphorus. Protein from meat products 
amounted to 28 p.c. of the total received from all sources, while the iron content 
comprised almost 25 p.c. of all iron received. Meat€ provided 19 p.c. of the 
total phosphorus in regular food purchases, 12 p.c. of the caloric content and 
2 p.c. of the calcium. 

Fish.—Purchases of fresh, dried, and canned fish formed a small pro-
portion of family food costs, amounting to only 2 p.c. of all expenditures for 
regular use. Nutritive values available from this source were correspondingly 
low, being less than 4 p.c. of all protein, 3 p.c. of phosphorus, and less than 1 p.c. 
each of calories, iron and calcium. 

CHART 18 

RELATIVE CONTRIBUTiONS OF URBAN FAMILY FOOD PURCHASES 
TO 

SPECIFIED NUTRITIVE REQUIREMENTS 

SLIGAR FRUITS FATS 

	

FiSH 	 EGGS 	 PRODUCTS OILS .IISC. 

CALORIES 	 j 

	

MA'TS -. 	 DAIRY 	- 	 CERaAL. - 

	

PRODUCTS 	 PRODUCTS 	-- -. 

PROTEIN 
 

IRON 	 Fl 	 ! 
CALCIUM 	 , 

PHOSPHORUS 	 I 
75 

Dairy Products.—The average weekly outlay for dairy products comprised 
more than one-fourth of all food purchases, the highest cost shown for any 
single group. Dairy products were an exceedingly rich source of calcium, 
supplying over 70 p.c. of the total quantity purchased. Almost nine-tenths 
of this amount was obtained from milk, and most of the remainder from cheese. 
Dairy products also contained one-third of all phosphorus, one-fourth of 
calories, and almost one-fifth of the protein supply. A comparatively low iron 
content was shown for this group, which provided only 8 p.c. of the iron in 
all regular food purchases. 

Eggs.—Purchases of eggs formed 5 p.c. of family food costs. The quantities 
purchased by survey families provided 8 p.c. of their iron, 6 p.c. of phosphorus, 
and 5 p.c. of protein. They furnished only a small proportion of calories and 
calcium, approximately 2 p.c. of the total in each case. 

Cereal Products.—Cereals formed one of the most inexpensive sources 
of nutritive requirements. This group accounted for 18 p.c. of all food expen-
ditures, yet provided much higher proportions of nutritive constituents, with 
the exception of calcium. Cereal products provided the principal sources of 
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calories, protein, and iron. They furnished over 30 p.c. of the total caloric 
content of food purchases, almost 35 p.c. of all protein, and 25 p.c. of iron and 
phosphorus. In addition this group supplied 11 p.c. of all calcium. 

Sugar Products.—Less than 6 p.c. of family food outlay was expended for 
sugar products, which contained about 14 p.c. of total calories available. 
More than 6 p.c. of all iron was derived from the same source, but only 3 p.c. 
of calcium, and less than 1 p.c. of protein and phosphorus. 

Vegetables.—Vegetables formed 9 P.c. of the weekly cost of foods, but 
supplied 23 pc. of all iron, and 12 p.c. of phosphorus. In addition this group 
also provided 8 p.c. of all protein, and 7 p.c. each of calcium and calories. 
As already noted, no attempt was made to estimate the vitamin content of 
vegetable purchases. 

Fruits.—Purehases of fruits appeared expensive to wage-earner families 
in relation to the proportion of total food values obtained. However, fruits 
are an important source of vitamins, vitamin C in particular being character-
istic of citrus and other fruits. This group accounted for about 8 p.c. of food 
costs, and provided 4 p.c. of iron, 3 p.c. of calories and calcium, 2 p.c. of 
phosphorus and 1 p.c. of protein. 

Table 126.—Nutritive Values Available from Weekly Purchases of 
Specified Food Groups 

(Expresced as Percentages of Specified Nutritive Requirements Available) 

(Average of 3 Seasons-12 ClUes) 

Perei'ntae 
of Total 
%cekly 

Food ( oats 
for Regular 

Use 

Calories Protein Iron Calcium l'hosphorue 

12-4 27.5 24.7 2.2 18-6 
21 0.8 3.5 0.9 04 2.5 

26-7 25-() 19-5 76 716 32.8 
5.3 1.7 4-9 7.7 2.5 5.6 

17.7 31-1 34.5 24.8 109 25.0 
5.5 13-0 0-5 61 34 0.4 
8.7 7.3 8-3 23.3 66 12.4 
7-9 29 1-0 4-6 2-5 19 

4.9 - - - 
4-0 0-3 03 03 0•2 0-8 

- 	IN-I IN-I Nill-I ill-I IN-I 
. 

r8t.a 

mgms. 
"

1-5  
2,112  1.5  - 

Meats ............................ 
Fish ............................ 
Dairy Products .................. 
Eggs ............................. 
Cera1 Products .................. 
sugar I'rlucts ................... 
Vegetables ....................... 
Fruits ............. ............... 
Fats and oils.................... 
\lj.(..i 11fl, 	1I8 

Total—Per cent 
Quantitlest ..... 

• lid i,I, ta, coiTee, salt, pepper, and other items most of which have no appreciable nutritive 

average Ouantitiea available per man value. 

i'uod Purchases in Relation to the Canadian Dietary Standard 

Nutritive values of weekly food purchases of canadian urban wage-earner 
families were computed at different seasons of the year, and also at progressive 
levels of family income per person for the October-November 1938 period. 
The available supply of principal nutritive requirements including calories, 
protein, calcium, etc., was calculated from the quantities of foods purchased 
for regular use by the survey families. As noted in the introduction, food 
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consumption was affected also by foods purchased and eaten out of the home, 
home garden produce, gifts, etc. Nutritive values of food purchases in dif-
ferent seasons and at different income per person levels have been compared 
with the intake requirements as outlined in the Canadian Dietary Standard 
established by the Canadian Council on Nutrition. 

Calorics.—Food purchases of the average wage-earner family appeared 
to supply sufficient calories for an adequate diet. They afforded a daily average 
of 2,468 calories per person, regardless of age or sex distinction. By converting 
survey family age distributions into man value units on the basis of the Canadian 
Dietary Standard scale of values, it was found that food purchases provided 
a daily average of 2,912 calories per man value. This calculation was based 
on the Standard's requirement of 2,800 calories per day for an adult male 
employed in "light manual work ". Occupations of survey family heads 
approached this category more closely than any other. On this basis, the 
caloric value of foods purchased by these families was 4 p.c. above the require-
nients set by the Canadian Standard. However, it should be noted that any 
appraisal of the type of work done by the family head is arbitrary in character, 
and the differences in calorie requirements for males engaged in "moderate ", 

hard ", and "very hard " labour would lead to noticeable changes in the 
foregoing percentage comparison with Standard requirements. 

Protein.—The Canadian Dietary Standard calls for 840 grams of protein 
per day for men engaged in light manual work. The protein content of foods 
purchased by wage-earner families allowed 845 grams daily per man value, 
indicating a suflicient available supply, if the assumption noted above con-
cerning type of work done by male wage-earners was correct. However, as 
shown in a later section, protein per man value available at progressive income 
levels differed, and a noticeable protein deficiency was apparent in the lower 
income ranges, with an oversupply available at higher income levels. 

Survey data inclicatetl that of the 845 grams of protein per man value 
available daily, 38 grams or almost f of the total came from animal sources 
including meats, fish, dairy products and cgs. This fraction was slightly in 
excess of the j prescribed by the Canadian Dietary Standard. 

Iron.—The diets of survey families appeared to be slightly deficient in 
the amount of iron supplied from regular food purchases. For the average 
family, the iron content of food purchases amounted to 95 milligrams per man 
value or 95 p.c. of the requirements shown by the Canadian Dietary Standard. 

('alciurn.—The most pronounced deficiency in food values was in the cal-
cium available to survey families. Only among families at relatively high 
income levels was the supply of calcium found to be adequate. For the average 
family, however, the calcium content of foods purchased was 87 p.r. of the 
Canadian Dietary Standard. It amounted to 052 grams per man value daily 
for these families as against a computed requirement of 060 grams per man 
value. 

Applying the Dietary Standard of milk consumption requirements to the 
age and sex distribution of survey families, it was found that 0.35 grams of 
calcium per man value should be supplied from this source daily. The amount 
shown as being provided from milk purchases was somewhat lower, averaging 
024 grams per man value, or about 70 p.c. of the Standard. Average milk 
purchases of survey families amounted to 034 pints per man value daily, while 
the Dietary Standard requirement per man value was 050 pints. The average 
purchase per person amounted to 065 pints per day. 
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Seasonal Variation in Food Purchases related to the Canadian 
Dietary Standard 

The nutritive value of family food l)UrChaSeS was greatest during the winter 
survey period in February, and least during that in October. However, varia-
tions were slight, and the nutritive values of family food purchases for calories, 
protein, iron and calcium when expressed as a percentage of Standard require.-
ment.s did not vary more than 5 p.c. between the seasons considered. 

In the majority of cities, expenditure per person on food was slightly higher 
in February than in October, and the favourable showing of the winter period 
may have been influenced also by a fall of approximately 3 p.c. in the level of 
food prices between these months. In the case of calories, at least, winter 
requirements would be somewhat higher than those in periods when temperatures 
were more moderate, but no allowance is made for this fact in the Dietary 
Staro:lard. 

It should be borne in mind that the value of foods used but not paid for 
in cash was greatest in October, and least in June. The October record of 
purchases, therefore, gave a greater understatement of available nutritive values 
than those for February and June. 

Records were examined for evidence of bias in February and June due to 
interest in nutrition stimulated by the October survey which might have resulted 
in more intelligent purchasing in the second and third survey periods. However, 
the February increase in calories available was just as large as that for iron 
or calcium, and this would not have been the case if purchases had been affected 
by an effort to improve the balance between these dietetic needs. The October 
caloric supply was adequate in aggregate, whereas that for iron and calcium 
was not. Neither was there any evidence of a change in attitude towards such 
foods as milk and tomato juice which are frequently stressed in educational 
efforts. 

It is doubtful if seasonal variations shown in the following table are 
significant. These data are published, rather, as evidence of substantial 
similarity in the nutritive values of food purchases from season to season. 

Table 127.—Nutritive Values of }'arnilv Food Purchases in Relation to Intake 
Requirements of the Canadian Dietary Standard 

I Nutritive Contents of Purchases per Man Value 
per Day 

Seasons 

	

October, February,I 	June, 
1938 	I 	1939 	I 	1939 	I Average 

Calories............................................. 
Prothin—gr........................................... 
Iron—mgin .......................................... 
Calciurn—gr ......................................... 

Seasons 

	

2,8492,956 	2,932 	2,112 

	

82-9 	86-0 	84.2 	845 

	

9.4 	9-8 	9•4 	15 

	

0.5 1 	0.5 	0.5 	0-5 

Nutritive Contents of Purchases as a I'ercentage 
of Standard Requirements 

	

October, February, 	Juno, 
1938 	1939 	1939 	1  Average 

Calories ............................... ............... 101-7 	105'S 	1047 	14S 
Protein ................................ .........  ..... . 98-8 	102-5 	1004 	ill-I 
Iron ................................................. . 93.8 	98-1 	94-1 	15.3 
Calcium ............................................. . 84.7 	89-3 	87-8 	872 

* See Table 43. 
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Income and Food Purchases in Relation to the Dietary Standard 

Families with annual incomes between $100 and $199 per person showed 
deficiencies in all nutritive requirements when compared with the Canadian 
Dietary Standard. These ranged from an 8 p.c. deficiency in calories, to one of 
36 p.c. in calcium. As incomes moved higher, there was a consistent improve-
ment in nutritive values obtained. Families with incomes ranging between $200 
and $299 per person received an adequate supply of calories and were only 
2 p.c. deficient in protein. However, there was still a noticeable lack of calcium, 
and to a lesser extent, of iron. At the $300-399 income level, families were 
purchasing sufficient amounts of all nutritive requirements, with the exception of 
calcium which showed 14 p.c. below Standard requirements. Families from the 
$400-499 income per person group upwards obtained sufficient nutritive values 
of all types, and at the 600+ income level were receiving 17 p.c. over the 
Standard for protein, 16 p.c. above for iron, and 11 p.c. each for calcium and 
calories. 

Table 128.—Nutritive Values of Family Food Purchases in Relation to Requirements 
of the Canadian Dietary Standard at Progressive Levels of Income per Person 

(October-November, 1938) 

Food Value Content Expressed as Percentage of Standard 
Requirements 

Income per Per8on 
$100499 I $200-299  I $.300-399  I $400-499 I $500-599 I $600 + 

Calories ................................ . 9l9 	102-3 	103.6 	108-0 	110.7 	111-1 
Protein ..................... . ........... . 83.6 	98.1 	104.3 	107.7 	110.8 	116.5 
Iron. ................................... .78.0 	93.0 	100-3 	106.1 	109-6 	115.9 
Calcium ................................ .640 	81.0 	86.3 	991 	101-3 	111.0 

It will be noted from this table that the greatest increase was that shown 
in the calcium content of wage-earner family food purchases, and the least, that 
in the caloric content. Increased consumption of milk by families at higher 
income levels explained in part this pronounced advance in calcium supply. 
However, in no income group did the amount of milk purchases reach the 
Canadian Dietary Standard. For families with incomes between $100-199 per 
person, milk put-chases amounted to only 49 p.c. of the Standard's requirements. 
Those with incomes of $600 and upwards showed a more satisfactory supply of 
93 p.c. of the Standard. 

Table 129.—Calcium Available from Milk Purchases at Progressive Income per 
Person Levels in Relation to Canadian Dietary Standard Requirements 

Income per I'erson $100-199 $200-299 $300-399 $400499 $500-599 $600 + 

Calcium from milk as percentage of 
atandard requirements .............. .49•3 04-6 08-3 806 88-6 93-1 

This does not include condensed and powdered milk, or fresh cream. 
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REGIONAL COMPARISON OF NUTRITIVE VALUES AVAILABLE FROM 
FAMILY FOOD PURCHASES IN OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 1938 

This section provides an approximate basis for comparing nutritional 
adequacy of food purchases of urban wage-earner families in the Maritimes, 
Quebec, Ontario, the Prairie Provinces, and British Columbia (Vancouver). 
Not only total amounts available from all food purchases are of interest, but 
also the relative importance of various food groups in contributing to the 
principal nutritional needs. For example, purchases of meat products were 
relatively high among survey families in Quebec cities. Hence, these families 
showed, in most cases, a slightly higlie.r proportion of food values from meats 
than did families in other regions. Purchases of fish products were heaviest in 
coastal areas, and their nutritive contents were available in greatest quantities 
in the purchases of families in the Maritime Provinces, Quebec, and British 
Columbia. There appeared almost a general upward trend from east to west 
in the relative amounts of purchases of dairy products and eggs. The reverse 
held for the proportions derived from most vegetables and sugar products. 
Purchases of fruits by Ontario families averaged slightly more than in other 
regions, and resulted in a higher percentage of food values received from this 
source. This was true also of cereal products. 

In the tables following, average amounts per man value per day are shown, 
together with proportions supplied by principal food groups. In addition, 
regional averages are compared on a percentage basis with averages for the 
Dominion sample as a whole. 

Calories—Regular food purchases supplied a Dominion average of 2,849 
calories per man value per day to survey families. Regional averages varied 
from 3,005 for families in Prairie cities to 2,806 and 2,803 for families in 
Vancouver and the three Maritime cities. The most pronounced regional 
contrasts in the proportions of calories supplied by principal food groups were 
noted in dairy pro(lucts, cereals, sugar products, and vegetables. Dairy products 
were responsible for 23 p.c. of the total calories obtained by families in the 
Maritimes and Quebec, but accounted for nearly 27 p.c. of those available to 
families in Vancouver. In the Maritime cities, calories per man value per day 
from dairy products were 5 p.c. below the average for the Dominion, but were 
4 p.c. above the Dominion average in Ontario cities, and 8 p.c. above it in the 
Prairie and Vancouver samples. Differences were due largely to relatively 
heavier purchases of milk and butter by urban families in Western centres. 

Proportions of calories available from vegetable purchases were highest in 
Quebec and lowest in the Prairies. Survey families in Quebec cities showed 
10 p.c. of total calories derived from vegetables, which was almost 3 p.c. higher 
than the corresponding proportion for families in the Prairies. This resulted 
mainly from more substantial purchases of potatoes by Quebec survey house-
holds, since potatoes provided the principal source of caloric supply from 
vegetable products. Families in western cities obtained a considerable supply 
of potatoes from home gardens, which accounted to a notable extent for this 
variation in the calorie value of vegetable purchases. As already noted, Ontario 
survey families obtained a relatively high proportion of calories from cereal 
products. One-third of all calories was supplied from this source, while families 
in other regions ranged lower, to 297 p.c. for those in Maritime cities. Families 
in the Maritimes and the Prairies reported relatively large purchases of sugar. 
Calories from sugar products averaged 16 and 15 p.c. of the total for these areas, 
respectively, and in other regions the proportion was nearer to 13 p.c. Differ-
ences in other food groups were slight, and percentages for all regions varied by 
not more than 2 p.c, in any remaining group. 
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Protein—Regional differences in the amounts of protein supplied by family 
food purchases were somewhat similar to those noted for calories. For several 
food groups rich in protein, such as meats, fish, cereals, and certain dairy 
products, differences were appreciable. Quebec families received more than 29 
p.c. of their total supply of l)rOteifl from meats alone, while the lowest pro-
portions were shown by Maritime and British Columbia families, at 26 P.C. 
Protein per man value available from meats by survey families in Prairie cities 
and in Quebec, was 5 p.c. above the average for the Dominion. That obtained 
by Ontario families was 5 p.c. below this mark, while amounts received by 
British Columbia and Maritime families were 8 p.c. and 10 p.c. below the 
Dominion average, respectively. 
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Greater fish consumption by families in Maritime cities resulted in 6 P.C. 
of their protein supply coming from this source. Fish products provided 
approximately 3 p.c. of protein for families in other regions. Urban families 
in Western cities received comparatively large amounts from dairy products 
and eggs. For example, British Columbia families obtained 21 p.c. of total 
protein from dairy products, and 6 p.c. from eggs, while families in Quebec 
cities received only 17 p.c. and 4 p.c. from these two sources. 

Iron—The iron content supplied by family food purchases in different 
regions of the Dominion varied within the narrow range between 97 milli-
grams per man value per day for families in Prairie cities and Quebec, and 
9.3 milligrams in Ontario and British Columbia. Regional contrasts in the 
principal sources of iron were observed, particularly for meats, eggs, cereals, 
sugar products, and vegetables. Families in Prairie cities showed relatively 
large purchases of fresh beef and veal, both rich in iron, while survey families 
in Quebec reported heavier purchases of fresh pork. Almost 27 p.c. of the 
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Table 130.—Coniribution of Principal Food Groups to Caloric Content of Family 
Food Purchases 

(Based on Records in October-November, 1138, for 1.565 Families including 7,112' Persons) 

Percentages Obtained from I'rincipal Food (roupo Percentage Differences between Regional 
Averages and Donunion Average 

Quebec Ontario Prairies Quebec Ontario Prairies couver 

lI-S 131 	124 	11.8 lI-i 	126 —10 	+ 5 	0 	- I 	—13 
12 0-7 	0-6 	06 0-7 	0.7 +58 	+ 2 	—14 	—12 	- 

23-4 232 	24-8 	25-0 26-6 	24-3 - S 	- 5 	+ 4 	+ B 	+ 8 

Meals ............. ....
Fish ............... .... 

Eggs ................ Ii 1-3 	1-4 	I-S 19 	1.4 - 	- 9 	- 3 	+14 	+38 
29-7 31-3 	33-2 	31-3 30-4 	318 - 7 	- I 	+ 7 	+ 5 	- 5 

hugar Products ...... 15-5 12-8 	12-6 	14-5 13-2 	135 +13 	- 5 	- 5 	+14 	- 3 
Vegetables .......... 9-1 10-2 	7-5 	6-7 8-1 	81 +10 	+28 	- 7 	—12 	- 2 

Dairy Products........ 

Fruits ............... 2-8 

.. 

2-5 	3-4 	3-2 3-2 	3-0 - 9 	—19 	+14 	+11 	+ 3 

Cereal l'roducts....... 

5-2 

.. 

4-3 	4-0 	5-1 4-5 	4-5 +14 	- 4 	—10 	+20 	- 2 Fat8 and Oils.........
Miscellaneous,.. 0-3 

.. 

.. 

0-3 	0-I 	0-3 0-3 	0-3 + I 	+ 1 	—49 	- 3 	- 3 
Total (.iaIorle 	per -- 	________- - 

Man Value per. 
day 	P.C.l 1110 1K-I 	111 I 	INS ill-I 	ill-I - $ 	I 	+ I 	+ S 	- I Number . 	...... .2,M3 2,843 	2,890 	3,955 2,811 	2,849 - 	- 	- 	- 	- 

1,113 persons in Muritimet'ities, 1,690 in Quebec. 1.499 in Ontario. 1,993 in the Prairies, and 807 in Vancouver. 

Table 131.—Contrlbutions of Principal Food Groups to Protein Content of Family 
Food Purchases 

(Based on Records In October-November 113$, for 1,539 Familles Including 7,152 Persons) 

Percentage. Obtained from Principal Food Groups Percentage Difference, between flsgional 
Averages and Dominion Average 

Mee Quebec Ontario Prairies o0aver Quebec Ontario Prairies cr 

Meats ............... 28-2 29-3 28.7 284 260 28-0 —10 + 5 - 5 + 5 - 8 
Fish ................. 3-2 2-7 2-7 3-3 3-2 +89 + 4 —15 —Ii + 4 
Dairy Products...... 18.4 17-0 20-5 203 21-0 19-2 - 7 —12 + 8 + 9 + 8 
Eggs ................ 3-8 3-9 4-5 5-7 4-I —9 —9 —6 +15 +38 
CereaL I'roducls 34-4 

. 

34-7 36-5 35-2 33-8 35-2 - S - 2 + 3 + 3 - 4 

.5-5 

0-5 0-5 04 014 0-2 0-4 +53 +33 0 -f43 —33 

.3-9 

9-8 10-4 8-1 7-2 8-6 8-6 +11 +21 - 8 —14 0 
Sugar Products....... 
Vegetables........... 

0-9 0-7 1-0 0-9 1-0 0-9 —12 —25 +13 0 0 Fruits................ 
Miscellaneous......... 0-4 0-4 0-2 0-4 0-4 0-4 0 0 —33 0 0 

	

Total.. Ill-S 	IN-I 	Ill-I 	ill-I 	Ill-S 	INS 	- S 	I 	I 	+ Ii 	–1 
Grams or Protein 	 I 	 I 

per Man 'value 	 I 
per Ha) 	89-2 	83-2 	82-8 	83-1 	824 	82-9 	- 	

- 	- 	- 	- 

Table 132—Contributions of Principal Food Groups to Iron Content of Family 
Food Purchases 

(Based on Records In October-November 1938 for 1,569 Families Including 7,152 Persons) 

Percentage Differences between Regional 

	

Percentages Obtained from Principal Food Groups 	Averages and Dominion Average 

I Van. Mar- 'Q.,e' Ontario Prairies I Vaii I Dom- Man. Quebec 
Ontariol  Prairiea 

	

times I 	I 	 couver I inion 	times couver 

Meals ........ ....... 21-1 25-0 23-8 26-9 23-0 24-8 —13 + 5 - 5 +12 - 7 
1-2 0-7 0-6 0-7 0-8 0-8 +57 0 —14 —14 0 Dairy Products 6-8 6-6 8-1 8-1 8-0 7-5 - 7 - 9 + 7 +13 + 7 
5-9 5-8 6-3 7-2 9-0 6-6 —10 —10 - 5 +13 +38 Cereal Products 23-8 

.. 

22-7 27-8 27-2 26-1 25-5 - 5 - S + 8 +10 + 3 

Fish................... 

10-I 7-2 4-4 4-4 4-4 5-8 +87 +27 —25 —22 —27 

Eggs.................. 

Vegetables .......... 26-0 28-2 23-7 20-3 23-8 24-1 + 9 +21 - 3 —13 - 1 Fruits......... ...... 4-1 3-9 5-3 4-9 4-6 4-6 - 9 —21 +14 +12 0 Miscellaneous.... .... 0-3 0-3 0-2 0-3 0-3 0-3 0 0 —33 0 0 

Sugar Products........ 

Total ... 195-I 

.. 

.. 

.. 

155-5 1K-I 1K-I ill-I 150-5 + 1 + 4 - 1 + $ 1 Milligrams of Iron 
per Man 'value 
per Day ......... . 9-35 9-71 9-85 1-20 1-86 1-25 - - - - - 
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iron obtained from food purchases of Prairie families was supplied by meat 
products, while that for Quebec families was slightly lower at 25 p.c. Survey 
families in Maritime cities reported smaller amounts of beef and veal purchases, 
and as a result derived only 21 p.c. of their total iron supply from this source. 

Iron from eggs and cereal products was relatively low for Quebec and 
Maritime families, but the balance was adjusted by higher proportionate 
amounts derived from sugar products and vegetables. Purchases of molasses 
were substantially higher in these regions, especially among Maritime survey 
families. Molasses is an exceedingly rich source of iron, and was mainly 
responsible for the high Maritime proportion of this nutritive value coming 
from sugar products. The relatively large amount of iron obtained by Quebec 
families from vegetable products was due chiefly to the heavier purchases of 
potatoes, a fact already noted in the section dealing with calories. In the 
Maritimes, the proportion derived from vegetable products was raised to 
relatively high levels because of heavy purchases of dried and canned beans, 
both abimdant sources of iron. 

Catcium.—Dairy products supplied close to three-fourths of all calcium 
received by survey families. Regional proportions obtained from this source 
varied from 69 p.c. of the total for families in Maritime and Quebec cities to 
75 p.c. for families in Prairie cities, and 74 p.c. for those in Ontario and British 
Columbia. As in the case of iron supply, higher proportions were obtained by 
Quebec and Maritime families from sugar products (molasses in particular), 
and vegetables. However, in spite of this, the calcium supply for these families 
was less adequate than in other regions. 

Table 133.—Contributions of Principal Food Groups to Calcium Content of Family 
Food Purchases 

(Based on Records In October-Noyember 1038 for 1,30 Families IncludIng 7,102 Persons) 

Percentages Obtained from Principal Food Groups Percentage Differences botwoen Regional Averages and Dominion Average 

Qsebec Ontario Prairlea clr li: ,lr: 	Quebec Ontario Prairies c,r 

Meats ............... 2-5 1-9 2.1 1-9 2-2 0 0 0 0 0 

Fish ................. 
.1-9 

05 04 04 06 0-5 +150 0 0 0 + 50 

Dairy Products 

.1.1 

68-6 69.1 738 749 74-I 71.4 - 11 - 17 + 8 + 11 + 8 

Eggs ................ 22 1-9 2-2 2-9 2-2 0 0 0 0 +100 

Cereal Products 10-0 11-9 10-8 101 9-8 11.1 - 17 —17 0 0 - 17 

Sugar Products 

.22 

6.7 4-0 1-7 2-1 21 32 + 50 0 - 60 - 50 - .50 

7.1 7-6 68 .g 68 0 0 + 33 0 0 Vegetables ...........
Fruits ............... 2.2 2-0 27 2-6 25 2-4 0 0 0 0 0 

MisceIIanous ........ .0.2 

. 
0-2 0-2 0-2 0-2 0-2 0 0 0 0 0 

	

Tot*1... 155-S 10-S ill-I 	10-S illS 155.5 - 8 - 14 + 4 	+ 4 + 4 
Grams of Calcium 

per Man Value 
per Day ........ - 047 044 0-53 062 0-53 I-U - - - - - 
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Regional Food Values in Relation to Economy of Purchases 

The nutritive values of urban wage-earner family food purchases were 
examined in relation to corresponding costs, to obtain a general idea of the 
relative economy of purchases in different parts of the Dominion. Nutritive 
values were calculated per dollar of expenditure upon all foods as recorded in 
October-November, 1938, and also per dollar of expenditure upon each of the 
principal food groups. Prairie city families purchased slightly more calories, 
protein, and iron, as well as calcium per dollar of food expenditure than survey 
families in any other area. However, differences were not large, as illustrated 
by the fact that the range between the highest and lowest regional returns for 
calcium per dollar of food cost was from 34 grams for families in the Prairies, 
to 26 grams for those in Quebec. Amounts of calories and iron per dollar of 
food purchases were relatively low for Ontario families, while Maritime survey 
households received the lowest amounts of protein for each dollar expended. 

Table 134.—Nutritive Values Obtained per Dollar of Food Expenditure 

(October-November, 1138) 

Maritimee Quebec Ontario 	Prairies Vancouver Dominioa 

Calories .................... 9,600 9,800 9,350 	10,600 9,850 9,940 
Protein .................. gr 275 300 280 	315 290 299 
Iron .................. mgm 50 

. 

51 46 	52 49 50 
Calcium ................. gr 2.7 2•6 2.9 	3•1 30 2.9 

Some of the main differences in the foregoing table can be traced to regional 
variations in certain food groups. For example, nutritive values from meats 
and cereal products, two of the largest food groups, were relatively inexpensive 
to families in Prairie cities. These groups were chiefly responsible for the 
high average returns per dollar of total food cost shown for families in this 
region. Approximately 19,500 calories were obtained from cereal products 
by Prairie families per dollar of expenditure, as compared with the substantially 
lower amount of 16,200 by those in Quebec and the Maritimes. Slightly higher 
nutritive returns were obtained also by survey families in Prairie cities from 
dairy products, eggs, and vegetables. However, nutritive values per dollar 
of expenditure derived from sugar products were decidedly low for families 
in this region. Maritime families ranked highest in this respect, averaging 
36.000 calories per dollar outlay on sugar products, as against only 24,000 
calories for survey families in the Prairies. 

Survey families in Ontario cities showed slightly lower returns than other 
regions for most food groups, and in particular for vegetables, fisb, dairy 
products, and eggs. Approximately 13,000 calories per dollar outlay were 
obtained by Quebec families from vegetable products, but only 9,60() calories 
by survey families in Ontario cities. The difference was due mainly to rela-
tively lighter purohases of potatoes by Ontario families. This food item 
constituted an inexpensive source of nutritive requirements in the vegetable 
products group. 
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Table 135.-Nutritive Values Obtained per Dollar of Food Expenditure 
for Principal Food Groups 

CALORIES 

- Maritimos Quebec Ontario Prairies Vancouver Dominion 

Meats ...................... 5,370 .5,560 5,520 6,120 5,880 .5,640 
3,800 4,080 3,460 3.670 3.500 3,740 

Dairy Products ............ 8,880 9,370 8,910 10,300 0,790 9.350 
Eggs....................... 2,380 2,380 2,060 3,060 54 2,0 2,390 
Cereal Products ............ 16,190 18,230 16,950 19,560 17,170 17,070 

Fish ......................... 

Sugar Products ............. 36,050 

.. 

28,600 30,330 23,880 31,980 28,520 
Vegetables ................. 

..

..

.. 

13,070 9,670 13,610 10,550 11,610 
Fruits ...................... 

. 

.10,570 
3,700 4,120 3,630 4,140 3,850 

Fats and Oils ............... 
.3,490 
.27,900 23,760 :13,510 30,700 37,690 29,550 

PROTEIN (Grams) 

- Maritinies Quebec Ontario Prairies Vancouver Dominion 

Meats ...................... 356 368 356 435 411 377 
Fish ....................... 533 541 454 483 482 497 
Dairy Products ............ 204 209 223 248 231 221 
Eggs ....................... 210 210 182 270 224 211 
Cereal Products ............ 529 

.. 

544 582 652 572 568 
Sugar Produeta ............. 

.. 

:ti 25 21 16 21 
Vegetables ................. 

.3.5 
338 

. 

403 317 426 333 367 
Fruits ...................... .30 

. 

32 38 32 37 34 

IRON (Milligrams) 

- Maritixnes Quebec Ontario Prairies Vancouver Dominion 

Meats...................... 54 51 68 6! 55 
Fish ....................... 19 22 18 19 18 20 
Dairy Products ............ IS 

. 

30 

14 14 18 15 14 
Eggs ....................... 55 48 71 59 55 
Cereal Products ............ 

.51 

.. 

61 69 83 74 69 
Sugar Products............. 

.55 

.. 

77 53 35 54 64 
Vegetables ................. 

. 

.67 

157 187 150 199 155 172 
Fruits ...................... 

. 

.26 27 31 27 30 29 

CtcIuM (Grams) 

- Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies Vancouver Dominion 

Meats ...................... 0.3 0-3 0.3 0-3 0-3 0-3 
1-0 07 0.7 0.7 0-9 07 

Dairy Producta............ 7.5 8.1 9.1 8.5 8.0 
Eggs ....................... 1-1 1-1 0'9 1'3 1.2 11 

Fish .........................

Cereal Products ............ 1.5 

. 

1.7 1.7 1.9 1.7 17 
Sugar Products............. 

.7. -4 
.. 

2.3 1.3 10 16 19 
Vegetables ................. 

.4. 4 
2.4 

.. 

2•6 2.7 3.2 2-4 2.7 
Fruits ...................... 

. 

.0.8 0.8 1.0 0.9 1.0 0-9 



CHAPTER XVII 

THE HOUSING OF WAGE-EARNER FAMILIES 
This chapter is concerned for the most part with the qualitative aspects of 

urban housing. The nature and extent of household facilities and conveniences, 
adequacy and quality of accommodation, types of dwelling, heating, etc., are 
described in some detail. Differences related to tenure afford a valuable com-
mentary on the relative housing standards of owner and tenant wage-earner 
families. 

Types of Dwellings 

Household facilities and equipment appeared to be related in varying 
degree to types of dwellings and tenure. Types of dwellings in turn showed 
differences related to location. For example, the majority of residential dwell-
ings in Montreal were flats with outside stairs connecting each flat with the 
street. In other cities, notably Saskatoon, Edmonton, and Vancouver, single 
houses predominated. Thus, in addition to the 94 p.c. of home-owner families 
of British origin living in single houses, 52 p.c. of the tenants also lived in this 
type of dwelling. Conversely, almost 65 p.c. of French tenants in the survey 
sample lived in flats, and less than 2 p.c. in single houses. 

Table 136.—Distribntion of Wage-Earner Families According to Types of Dwellings 

- 	 Single 	Duplex 	Flat I Apart- I Row I Total 
ment 

NUMERICAL DISmrsu'rIoN 

	

British Owners ......................... .342 15 	2 

	

British Tenants ........................ .402 	137 	124 

	

French Tenants ......................... .3 	41 	128 

PaRCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION 

	

British Owners ......................... .94.0 	41 	0.5 	 03 	INS 

	

British Tenants ........................ .52.1 	178 
	

16•1 	12•2 	is 	iNS 

	

FrenehTenants ......................... .15 	20.7 	64.7 	15 	116 	)55 

Housing Facilities and Conveniences 

The limited size of the survey sample Inade it possible to consider only 
British owner and tenant, and French tenant families under this heading. 
Certain facilities were characteristic of all race and tenure groups within the 
sample, while the prevalence of others appeared closely associated with tenure, 
and types of dwellings. Duplexes, flats, and apartments, which were occupied 
principally by tenant families, contained a more complete installation of plumb-
ing fixtures, refrigerators, and inside running water supply than single houses. 
The single houses of tenants were also more completely equipped with these 
facilities than those of home-owners. French tenant households, in particular, 
were well equipped with these items, which, as has been noted, were character-
istic of flats and apartments. 

The number of radios, telephones, motor cars, and garages appeared more 
closely related to the income position of families than to types of dwellings. 
These items were more numerous among owner families, almost all of whom 
lived in single dwellings. The number of families able to provide either inside 
or outside play space for their children was greater among home-owners, 

4 	1 	344 
94 	14 	771 

3 	- 23 	158 

152 
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although this was related also to the type of dwelling occupied. More than 
87 p.c. of British owner families, and 84 p.c. of tenants living in single houses, 
provided play space for their children. The corresponding percentages for 
tenants living in duplex houses dropped to 635, and still lower to 51 6 and 
372 for tenant families residing in flats and apartments respectively. More 
than 86 p.c. of the British owner families and 82 p.c. of tenant families possessed 
radios. The proportion of French tenant families with radios averaged slightly 
lower at 75 p.c. Telephones were present in a minority of eases, and were lack-
ing to it greater extent among tenant than owner families. Forty-nine per cent 
of British families in owner-occupied dwellings and 36 p.c. in rented dwellings 
were equipped with telephones. Among French tenant families, telephones 
were in only 24 p.c. of the homes. Very few families employed domestic help. 
lEot air furnaces heated the majority of homes in the British sample. Over 
70 p.c. of owner-occupied dwellings were served by this system of heating, and 
50 p.c. of those rented by tenants. Stoves were the principal source of heating 
in the majority of dwellings of French tenant families, and only 26 p.c. were 
equipped with hot air furnaces. 

From these data, it appeared that Canadian urban wage-earner households 
generally possessed the following items of housing facilities and equipment: 
kitchen sink, inside flush toilet, inside running water, bathtub, electric lights, 
radio and a furnace or heating stove. As noted earlier, ownership of motor 
cars, telephones and refrigerators depended to a large extent upon family 
finances. This relationship is discussed in the next section. 

Table 137.-Distribution of Urban Wage-Earner Homes according to Heating Systems 

- Sthve I  Hot Air [HotWaterj Steam I 	Total 

NUMERICAL DIsTRIBuTIoN 

78 257 29 0 344 British Owners .................................... 
281 391 87 32 771 
139 52 8 1 118 

Paacro 	DISTIUSVTION 

. 

- 

British Tenants .................................... 
French Tenants .................................... 

21.4 70.6 8-0 00 1114 
British 	Tenants ................................... 36.4 .50.7 8•7 4.2 INS 
British 	Owners ..................................... 
French Tenants .............. ..................... . 70.2 

. 
26.3 3.0 0 INS 

Table 138.-Honsing Facilities and Equipment 

(Families Reporting as Percentages of Total Families) 
- 	

- 364 	i 771 	I 14$ 
- 	 British 	British French 

Owners 	Tenants Tenants 

Kitchen 	Sink ..................................................... 93.7 96.9 100•0 
Jnsiiie 	Flush Toilet ............................................... 89.8 95.3 1000 
Inside 	Running Water ............................................ 92.3 97.0 1000 . 

. 

.84.8 85.0 77.8 
Rerrigorntor ...................................................... .52.2 55.9 808 
Electric 	Lighting ................................................. 995 992 100.0 
Garage ........................................................... 52.3 37.5 86 

Bathtub .......................................................... 

Children's Play Space ............................................ 
Telephone ........................................................ 871 

4.g 

. 

. 

89.0 
35.8 

227 
24.2 

Domestic Help-Regular ......................................... 
. 
. 

2.6 20 
Radio ............................................................ .2.5 

863 

. 

822 75.3 
MotorCar ....................................................... . 42.3 

. 
29.1 9.1 
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Table 139.—Rousing Facilities and Equipment according to Types of Dwelling 

771 BrItish Tenant Families 

(Families Reporting as Percentages of Total Families) 

Type of Dwelling Single Duplex Flat Apartment 

Numberof Families ................................. 402 137 124 94 

Kitchen Sink ....................................... 95.5 993 99.2 95.7 
95.5 98-5 100-0 96-8 
925 97.8 100-0 96-8 

Bathtub.................................. .......... 848 84-7 84.7 862 
Refrigerator ........................................ 47.8 67.2 64-5 61.7 
Electric Lighting .................................... 99-3 

.. 

985 100.0 98-9 
Garage ............................................. 48.5 

. 

380 16.9 20-2 

Ia8ide Flush Toilet ..... ..............................
Inside Running Water................................ 

Children's Play Space ............................... 84-8 

. 

63-5 51-6 37-2 
Telephone .......................................... 38-1 

. 

. 

40-1 32-3 28-7 
Domestic Help—Regular ............................ 

.. 

3.6 0-0 2.1 
Radio .............................................. 

.3•2 
82.6 

. 

891 75.8 79.8 
Motor Car .......................................... .31.1 

. 

35-8 19-4 23-4 

198 French Tenant FamilIes 

Type of Dwelling Duplex Flats Rowsor 
Terraces 

Number of Families .............................................. ..41 128 23 

Kitchen 	Sink .............................................. . ...... 1000 100-0 100-0 
Inside 1'tush Toilet ............................................... 1000 100-0 100-0 
Inside Running Water ............................................ 100-0 

. 

100-0 100-0 
Bathtul, ......................................................... 

.. 

922 47-8 
Refrigerator ...................................................... 

.51-2 

.61-0 
. 

00-0 
89-8 65-2 

Electric 	Lighting................................................. 100-0 100-0 
Garage ........................................................... 7-0 4-3 
Children's l'lay Space ............................................ 24-4 17-2 47-8 
Telephone ........................................................ 17-1 28-9 17-4 
Domestic Help—Regular ......................................... 

.14-6 

. 

1-6 4-3 
Radio ............................................................ 56-1 

. 

. 

80-5 78-3 
Motor Car ....................................................... 

.2-4 

.12-2 
. 

8-6 0-0 

* Almost all British owner families resided in single housea consequently. Table 139 covers tenant 
families only. A total of 14 British tenant families lived in rows or terraces, a type of dwelling contnining 
three or more homes separated by partition walls from cellar to attic. Due to the small number of these 
families, a r(,rd of their housing facilities is not included in the table. For the same reason 3 French 
tenant families living in single houses and an equal number residing in apartments, also have been omitted 
from the table. 

Housing Facilities and Equipment in Relation to Family Earnings t 

Appreciable qualitative differences in housing were found at progressive 
earnings levels of urban wage-earner families. Household facilities of all types 
were more complete among families at high income levels. Proportions of 
homes with the most common household equipment, such as kitchen sinks, bath-
tubs, etc., showed a definite rise as earnings increased, but were in more general 
use at all income levels than such items as motor cars, refrigerators, and tele-
phones. Proportions of homes with these latter items rapidly increased as 
family earnings moved higher. Radios were common, with a high percentage 
of families in all earnings groups having one in their possession. 

tIn order that this material might be compared directly with certain census data, family 
earnings were used as the basis of classification rather than total family income. 
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An exception to the general increase in household facilities with rising 
earnings was noted in the case of children's play space. There appeared no 
tendency for play space to be more common at high income levels than at low 
income levels. 
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Table 140 shows proportions of owner and tenant homes with various 
facilities and equipment at progressive earnings levels. Earnings for British 
families in the sample ranged generally from $800 to $2,400 per annum, with 
the small number of cases above and below these limits insufficient to make 
significant percentages. Percentages for French tenant families include a 
group with earnings from $400 to $799, while the number of families earning 
above $2000 per annum was not sufficient to establish significant group per-
rentages for that income level. 



Table 140.—Housing Facilities and Equipment at Progressive Family Earnings Levels 

(Families Reporting Specified Facilities as Percentages of Total FamWes) 

British Owner Families British Tenant Families French Tenant Famifies 

$800- $1,200- $1,600- $2,000- $800- $1,200- $1,600- $2,000- $400- 	$800- $1,200- $1,600- 
Family Earnings: 1,199 1.599 1,999 2,399 1,199 1,599 1,999 2,399 799 	1,199 1,599 1,999 

89 151 74 31 234 299 112 60 27 88 58 32 Number of Families .............. ... 

Kitchen Sink ...................... 85-4 94-7 98-6 1000 95-7 97-7 98-2 100-0 100-0 1000 100-0 1000 

Inside Flush Toilet ........... ..... 753 

... 

92-7 97-3 100-0 92-3 90-7 98-2 100-0 100-0 1000 100-0 100-0 

. 

00-0 

93-4 98-6 100-0 95-3 97-7 98-2 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 

Bathtub .......................... 88-7 95-9 100-0 74-8 91-0 95-5 100-0 40-7 73-5 82-8 100-0 

Refrigerator ....................... 49-7 58-1 74-2 45-7 55-9 67-0 883 48-1 80-9 86-2 96-9 

Inside Running Water...............820 

Elect,-icLighting.................. 

.40-4 

... 

99-3 100-0 100-0 98-7 100-0 99-1 1000 100-0 100-0 100-0 100-0 

Garage ............................ 

.65-2 

34-8 

. 

51-0 67-6 64-3 26-1 37-5 50-0 700 0-0 2-9 103 21-9 

Children'sPlaySpace ............. 

. 

87-6 89-4 851 80-6 72-6 66-9 59-8 75-0 18-5 18-2 258 31-2 

Telephone ......................... 

- 

23-6 41-7 75-7 80-6 14-1 37-8 59-8 71-7 3-7 10-3 24-1 56-2 

Domestic Help—Regular .......... . 

2-0 

1-3 27 6-5 -4 1-3 5-4 13-3 0-0 0-0 1-7 6-3 

Radio............................. 

. 

.0-0 

87-4 83-8 10010 75-2 83-9 93-7 91-7 55-5 75-0 79-3 87-5 

MotorCar ........................ . 

. 

23-6 43-0 54-0 54-8 17-5 33-4 33-9 56-7 7-4 1-5 8-6 2-8 

-Si 

?- 
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Rooms Per Peraon 

The average number of rooms in British wage-earner family dwellings  
amounted to 12 per person. Tenure differences were slight, with the number of 
rooms averaging 1 2 per person for owner-occupied dwellings, and 11 per person 
for those of tenants. This does not imply that all wage-earner families occupied 
homes sufficient to provide one room per person. Nevertheless, there was little 
more evidence of crowding among normally constituted families with incomes 
from $800 to $1,199, than for those whose incomes were twice as large. British 
wage-earner families at the above income level averaged 1 1 rooms per person, 
as compared with 13 rooms per person for families with incomes between 
$2,000 and $2,399. 

There was a corresponding degree of stability at different earnings levels 
in the average number of rooms per person used for sleeping acc&mmodation. 
For British owner families with earnings from $400 to $799 per annum, the 
average number of rooms for sleeping amounted to 56 per person. The corre-
sponding number for British tenant families averaged only 45 per person. How-
ever, for families whose earnings ranged from $2,400 upwards, tenant families 
averaged 69 sleeping rooms per person, and owner families somewhat lower at 
•60 rooms per person. Room per person averages for French tenant families 
were slightly lower than for British tenants and showed less response to chang-
ing income levels. 

Table 141.—Rooms per Person Used for Sleeping at Progressive Family Earnings Levels 

Family Earnings $400- $800- $1,200- $1,600- $2,000. $2,400 AU 
799 1,199 1,599 1,999 2,399 + Families 

shOwners .......................... 056 055 0.57 060 060 0•60 lu 
li Tenants .......................... 04.5 

. 
0.50 0-56 060 066 0.69 154 

eb Tenants .......................... . 045 
. 

040 046 045 044 - $44 

ecommodation in Relation to Size of Family 

I i is e:iy u demonstrate that the number of rooms per person tends to be 
fli\ rly proportional to the number of children per family. However, this 
is related to the fact that numbers of children and the amount of family income 
do not increase together. Among survey records, it was found that average 
income for British families with five children was actually less than the corre-
sponding average for families with one child. There was no significant differ-
ence between income averages for families with two, three, and four children. 
In the sample of French families, income and numbers of children moved 
upward together, but at very different rates, income showing a less than propor-
tionate increase to number of children. 

In the British sample, one-child families averaged 15 rooms per person 
and a negligible proportion had less than 1 room per person (5 out of 343). 
Room-per-person averages declined steadily to 08 for five-children families, 
of which 38 out of 49 occupied less than one room per person. A comparable 
tendency was shown by records in the French sample, as may be obscrve1 
from Table 142. 

ltrjt.i 
ltrifl 
Fren 
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Table 142.—Families with Specified Numbers of Children and Rooms per Dwelling 

British Families French Families 

Rooms per Dwelling Number of Children Number of Children 

All All 
1 2 3 4 5 Families 1 2 3 4 5-4- Families 

2 ................................ 
3 ................................
4 ................................
5 ................................
6................................
7 ................................. 

24 
114 
114 
66 
16 
4 

-  

17 
92 

122 
127 

15 
8 

- 

8 
48 
80 
76 
23 
6 
2 

2 
12 
32 
39 
22 

7 
2 

2 
4 

14 
18 
8 
3 

- 

63 
270 
362 
326 

84 
28 
4 

12 
22 
5 
6 
1 

5 
15 
12 
5 

- 
I 

2 
20 
12 
12 

9 
7 

11 
4 

1 
9 
9 

18 
9 
1 

20 
75 
45 
62 

2 
- 

-  - 1 - - 1 - 

8 ................................ 

- 

9 ................................ 
10 ................................ 

343 382 845 116 

11................................................... 
43 1,185 41 38 4* 

---------- 
---------- 

*1 47 - $31 Total ................. 
Average Number of Rooms per 

I'orson....................... 1-5 1-2 1-0 0-9 0-8 12 1-3 1-1 1-0 0-9 0-7 O- 

Notes on Family Preference 
Comparative stability in numbers of rooms per person at widely different 

earnings levels suggested a second factor affecting the quality of housing 
accommodation which will be referred to hereafter as "family preference." 
Evidence of wide differences in this preference could be observed from several 
groups of survey data. From Table 140, it is apparent that some families 
combine the desire for their own homes with ownership of automobiles and 
radios, presumably willing to sacrifice other conveniences such as refrigerators, 
and to be satisfied with incomplete plumbing equipment. The clearest evidence 
of preference, however, is that provided by a cross-classification of tenant 
family rents and earnings. Within a rental range of $50 per annum, differences 
in family earnings of $1,000 were quite common. Of course, the question of 
preference is many-sided and the selection of a home may be governed by 
other stronger considerations, such as place of occupation, or the varying desire 
for central or suburban living conditions. Within a given area the choice of 
homes is often narrow, and differences in housing preference uiidoubtedly 
would be less if the housing supply was more elastic. 

A cross-section of expenditures is presented in Table 155, Chapter XIX, 
showing percentages of total family expenditure upon the principal budget 
groups for two sets of families, one with income per person ranging from $100 
to $199 per annum and the other with income per person between $500 and 
$599. It may be observed that the percentage for housing increased slightly 
faster than the average of all expenditures between these two income levels. 

Table 143.-771 British Tenant Families Cross-Classified According to 
Income and Rentals 

Annual Rentals 
Family Income Range 

8149 9150-1991 8200-2491 9250-2991 8300-3491 $3504991 *400-4491 9460-4991 9600-5491 $550-f 

2 4 - - - - - - - - 
10 13 9 1 1 
14 35 22 4 7 - 

$ 	400- 	599........................ 

8 26 55 22 11 7 - 2 - - 

	

600- 	799 ........................ 

	

800- 	999 ........................ 
5 22 47 41 41 14 4 1 - - 

1,000-1,199 .... -------------------- 
1,200-1,399 ........................ 

5 10 19 28 33 26 12 3 1 1 1400-1599---------------------- -- 
1,600-1,799 

...................... 
1 1 0 11 24 13 9 3 1 - 

1,800-1,999 ...................... - 1 5 8 23 5 5 1 2 - 
- 1 2 4 7 9 14 3 1 1 2,000-2,199 ...................... 2,200-2,399- ..................... - - - - 2 4 3 4 4 3 

2,400 .......................... 

-- 

-- - 2 5 5 7 - 1 2 

--
--
--
-- 

45 113 166 121 154 84 66 17 13 7 Total ........ .......... 
Average Rent as a Percent-age ol 

Inoome------------------------ 12-8 16-4 18-5 19-2 20-7 22-4 23-3 26-4 26-8 26-4 
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Factors Influencing Tenure 
From survey data it has been possible to examine the tenure status of 

wage-earner families in relation to the age of the family head, incorlic, and also 
the size of the family. Age and income are themselves closely related so that 
it is difficult to appraise their comparative influence upon tenure. However, 
by examining each of these factors in turn some idea of their relative effects 
upon owner and tenant relationships can be obtained. 
(a) Age of the Father 

When wage-earner family records were grouped according to the age of the 
father, it was found that the proportion of home-owners mounted quite 
rapidly as the father's age increased. From 16-6 p.c. for the ten-year 
group in which fathers' ages centred around 30 years, the proportion of 
home-owners mounted steadily to 56-5 p.c. for the group in which fathers' 
ages centred around 60 years. Home ownership was more closely related to 
age than automobile ownership. Time proportion of families owning cars at 
the lower age level was 27-7 p.c. It rose to 35-8 p.c. and 374 p.c. respectively 
in the 40- and 50-year age groups but dropped back to 21 .7 p.c. for the group 
in which father's age centred around 60 years. 
Table 144.—Proportion of Families Owning Homes and Motor Cars in Relation to Age 

of Family head and Income 

(1,135 BritIsh Families) 

Age of Family Head 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 

Number of Families ................................. 307 472 294 46 

InoomeperFamily ............................... 	$ 1,319 

.. 

1,471 1,541 1 1 451 
Percentage of Families Owning Homes ............... 31-4 46-3 565 
Percentage of Families Owning Motor Cars ........... 

.16-6 

.27.7 35-8 37.4 21 

(b) Family Income 
From the preceding table it may be observed that family income 

increased along with proportions of owner-occupied homes and age of the 
father in the first three age groups. In the fourth and highest, however, 
proportions of owned homes increased while average family income declined 
This indicates that age may have an influence upon tenure which is partially 
independent of income. It should be noted, however, that a decline in 
income within this age range may not result in any reduction of amounts 
available for shelter. There were fewer children living at home as dependents 
and homes did not require as much maintenance expenditure as when the 
family was passing through earlier stages of development. In the following 
table, the same records may be examined in relation to income per family. The 
tendency for proportions of owners to increase at higher income groups is 
('lellrly observable. 

Table 145.—Percentage of Families Living in Owned Homes at Progressive Income 
per Family Levels 

(1,135 BrItish Families) 

Inooma per Family 9 $1 

lies .............................. 
smiles Owning Homes ............ 

45 292 448 209 141 

. 89 

.. 

264 30-1 43.1 44 

Number of Faa 

'reentage of F 
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(c) Number of Children per Family 
The number of children in the family bore very little relationship to the 

proportion of owner-occupied homes. In the British sample of 1,135 families, 
the proportion living in owned homes declined very slightly from 324 p.c. of 
one-child families to 306 p.c. of five-child families. Proportions of French-
owner families were small, never exceeding 105 p.c. in any of the family 
groups with from one to five children, and showing no trend relationship to 
number of children. 

Table 146.—Percentage of Familiea Owning Homes According to Number of Children 
per Family 

(1,135 British Families) 

Number of Children 1 	2 	3 	4 	5 

Number of Families .............................. 343 	382 	245 	116 	49 

Percentage of Families Owning Homes ............ . 32.4 	325 	31.4 	31.0 	306 

.. 



CHAPTER XVIII 

MOTOR CAR OWNERSHIP 
The purchase and maintenance costs of motor cars constituted by far the 

greatest proportion of wage-earner family transportation expenses. Among 
families of British racial origin, almost one out of every three operated a 
motor car. In Montreal and Quebec, this proportion was materially lower, 
averaging less than one car for every ten families of French racial origin. 
Wage-earner families in Ontario cities showed almost identical averages, with 
46 p.c. of the survey families in Ottawa owning a motor car, 45 p.c. in London, 
and 43 p.c. in Toronto. Cities in Western Canada were also close to a common 
level in this respect, with the following proportions of families operating their 
own cars: 34 p.c. in Edmonton, 32 p.c. in Saskatoon, 30 p.c. in Winnipeg, and 
29 p.c. in Vancouver. Car ownership in Maritime cities averaged slightly 
lower, including 20 p.c. of the families in Saint John and Halifax, but rising 
to almost 30 p.c. in Charlottetown. 

The proportion of survey families with motor cars was related to certain 
factors such as the amount of family income and the size of family. At 
rising income levels, a substantial increase was noted in the extent of car 
ownership. Among families with annual incomes from $100 to $199 per person, 
only 132 p.c. operated motor cars, while in the income range from $600 per 
person upward the proportion rose to nearly 74 p.c. 

Table 147.—Car Ownership at Progressive Annual Income per l'erson Levels 

(1,125 BrItish Families) 

Income per Person 1100-199 1200-299 $300-399 1400499 1500-599 

Percentage of Families Owning Motor 
Cars ............................... . 132 25.3 32.1 368 51-9 738 

The number of motor cars was relatively greater among small families, 
although (ifferences apparently were not related to this factor as much as to 
financial position. More than 36 p.c. of the British families with one child 
possessed a car, while only 20 p.c. of those with five children were car owners. 
It was noted also that motor cars were more numerous among families owning 
homes. Almost 45 p.c. of home-owner families operated motor cars, and only 
29 p.c. of tenants. 

Table 148.—Car Ownership According to Size of Family 

(1,125 BritIsh Families) 

Number of Children per Family 1 2 3 4 5 

Percentage of Families with Motor Cars ........... . 364 361 30.6 25.9 20.4 

161 
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Motor Car Purchases 

Motor ears owned by the survey families were purchased on an average of 
slightly more than four years after manufacture, at a cost of approximately $475. 
The actual age of the car at the time of the survey was a little more than seven 
years, so that the average ear-owner family had been in possession of its 
motor car for about three years. 

An unusual relationship was observed between the average age of motor 
cars owned by survey families in different geographical areas of the Dominion. 
Families in Charlottetown and Halifax operated cars that averaged five years of 
age, while those owned 'by Saint John and Montreal families were close to 
six years. The motor cars of families in Ottawa, Toronto, and London, averaged 
about seven years, while those in each of the Western cities surveyed were found 
to be even older, averaging more than eight years since the date of their manu-
facture. 

The purchase price of wage-earner family motor cars was related quite closely 
to the age of the car at the time of purchase. Car owners among survey families 
in Charlottetown bought vehicles averaging two years of age at the time of the 
sale, and paid an average price of $640. On the other hand, families in Toronto 
bought cars averaging 5 years when purchased, and paid an average suin of $380. 
The ten motor cars owned by British survey families in the Montreal sample 
averaged less than five years at the time of sale, but the price paid by these 
families amounted to only $300. In each of the latter cities there is an extensive 
used-car market, and they are both comparatively close to automobile manu-
facturing centres. 

Very few French survey families in Montreal and Quebec purchased cars, 
but the several noted were fairly new. They were 'bought when slightly more 
than two years of age, and averaged only five years at the time of the survey. 
The average purchase price for these cars amounted to $544. 

The mileage driven during 1938 was relatively uniform for families in 
different cities, and averaged approximately 4,300 miles for all families of British 
origin. 

Although the average car age was about seven years, there were more cars 
of the 1929 model among survey families than of any other year. Less than 2 p.c. 
of the cars were manufactured before 1926, while 193 p.c. were made in 1929. 
This latter proportion dropped gradually to 28 p.c. of car-owner families with 
1933 models. A slight advance probably related to the general improvement 
in business conditions carried the percentage of cars made in 1936, to 62. 
However, in spite of the upturn in business, it appeared that the financial 
condition of the average wage-earning family did not warrant buying the newer 
models. For example, although 21 p.c. of car-owner families bought their cars 
in 1938, only 28 p.c. purchased models released that year. 

Less than 1 .0 p.c. of the cars were purchased before 1926, with the pro-
portion rising to 59 p.c. in 1930. Th'ere was a gradual recession in purchases 
to 23 p.c. bought in 1933. More than three-fourths of the motor cars were 
purchased between 1934 and 1938, with percentages increasing steadily from 
90 in the former year to 21 .0 during the latter. 

About 80 p.c. of all motor ears were purchased at least a year after their 
manufacture. However, it should be noted that a higher proportion of families 
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bought their motor ears in the initial year of manufacture, than at any succeeding 
year of actual car age. Almost 20 p.c. of the ears were purchased in their first 
year. Nearly 10 p.c. were bought when one year of age, and a similar percentage 
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in the second y•ar. These proportions dropped slightly at following age levels, 
and continued downward to less than one per cent buying cars twelve or more 
years after their manufacture. 

13996-lIj 



164 	FAMiLY INCOME AND EXPENDITURE IN CANADA 

Table 149.—Percentage Distributions of Motor Cars, According to Year of Manufacture, 
Year of Purchase, and Age at Time of Purchase 

Percentages Percentages Age of Car at Time of Purchase 
of Motor of Motor 

Percentages - Cars Cars 
Manufactured Purchased of Cars 

During During Age of Car Bought at 
Specified Specified Specified 

Years Years Age Levels 

17 03 Less than 1 19-8 
1926 ................................. 0-6 9 4) . 

4-4 
03 2 9.6 

1928................................. 1-4 3 8-2 
1929 ................................. 19-3 4-8 4 9.6 
1930 ................................. ..10-8 5-9 5 7-6 
1931 ................................. 4-0 6 7.6 
1932 ................................. 4-2 7 7-4 

Before 1926............................ 

1933 ................................. 2-8 2-3 8 8-8 

1927..................................91 

1934 ................................. 

.3-7 

5-7 9-0 9 6-0 
1935 ................................. 

..9-1 

..4-8 

4-5 

.. 

.. 

13-6 10 4-0 
1936 ................................. 6-2 15-9 11 2-6 
1937 ................................. 5-1 

.. 

16-7 12+ 0-9 
1938 ................................. 2-8 

.. 

.. 

.. 

21-0 

Total .................... . 100-I 

.. 

.. 

Ill-I - 1100 

Table 150.—Canadian Urban Wage-Earner Family Motor-car Purchases 

Families Average Average Average Approx- 
Owning Average Number of Age of Purchase imate 

City Cars as Age of Years in Car at Price by T%lileage 
Percentage Present Possession Time of Families During 
of Total Cars of Present Purchase Owning 1938—All 

Car Cars Purposes 

(years) (years) 
BRmSH FAMilIES- 

Charlottetown ............ 29-6 4-9 3-0 1.9 641 3,450 
Halifax ................... 20-0 50 2-5 2.5 61S 4,670 
Snint John ................ 20-5 5-9 2-4 3-5 583 4,590 
Montreal ................. 
Ottawa ................... 

15-9 
46-3 

5-9 
7-0 

1-2 
3-4 

4-7 
3.6 

298 
508 

(1,140 
:1,900 

Toronto .................. 42-6 70 20 5-0 380 4,930 
London ................... 44-6 7-5 28 4-7 451 4,090 
Winnipeg .................. 
Saskatoon ................ 

30-4 
31-9 

8-0 
8-4 

3.8 
4.6 

4-2 
3-8 

486 
481 

4,580 
3,030 

Edmonton ................ 33-7 8-3 3.2 5-1 424 3,800 
\raItCouver 29-2 81 3-2 44) 472 4.340 

All CIties—British.... 

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

. 

.

32-I 7-3 3-1 4-2 173 4,310 

FaEacn FAMILIES- 
Quebec ................... 11-4 7-2 3-4 3-8 372 4,840 
Montreal ................. 9-2 

.. 
3-8 2-2 1-6 685 5,660 

AU Cities—French.... Il-S 

.. 

4'9 2-5 2-3 544 51053 



CHAPTER XIX 

FAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURE PATTERNS 

This chapter is concerned with expenditure variations related to certain 
family attributes including income, children per family, the age of the father, 
family types, and tenure. Because of the intimate relationship between these 
attributes and living expenditures, many of the data in the chapter on "Family 
Attributes" have been re-arranged and included in this chapter also, so that they 
may be studied in conjunction with family living expenditure patterns. 

Summary of Family Living Expenditure Trends in Relation to 
Family Attributes 

Inconc.—In general, the proportion of total living expenditure devoted to 
physical needs such as food, shelter and fuel declined at progressively higher 
income levels. This was true both when expenditure records were classified 
according to income per family and according to family income per person. 
Conversely, expenditure proportions for other groups tended to increase at higher 
income levels, and notably so for transportation. Clothing was a border-line 
group with expenditure proportions remaining fairly constant at successive income 
levels. Expenditure trends in relation to income were substantially the same 
for British and French families. 

Although proportions of expenditure for different budget groups followed 
varying trends as income increased, dollar outlays mounted steadily at succes-
sively higher income levels for all bu(lget groups. The rates of increase ranged 
over wide limits as indicated by the extremes of food and transportation. Between 
the $100-199 and the $500-599 income per person groups food costs rose 88 p.c. 
and transportation outlay by almost 900 P.C. 

Children. per Family.—Although very little relationship existed between 
numbers of children and total family living expenditure, variations in expenditure 
trends were observable in certain budget groups as the number of children per 
family increased. Food outlays were considerably higher for large than for small 
families, but housing expenditure actually was less, and rooms per person for five 
children families were just about one-half of the number for one child families. 
Transportation and recreation expenditures dropped sharply in the larger family 
groups. 

Age of Father—Expenditure patterns for families classified according to 
the age of the father reflected the cQmbined influence of increasing numbers of 
children, and less rapidly increasing income in the lower and middle age groups. 
Where fathers were from 55 to 64 years, however, both income and children per 
family decreased slightly. Actual expenditure averages followed the same 
tefl(leflCV, rising throughout the range from 25 to 54 years, and then declining. 
However, budget proportions for several groups including food, fuel, welfare and 
gifts continued steadily upward through all age ranges. Furniture cost propor-
tions, on the other hand, declined gradually as fathers' ages increased. 

Family Type—Like the classification of records according to the age of the 
father, the family type classification showed the influence of an increasing 
family life span. In addition, it gave an indication of expenditure behaviour 
for families with given numbers of children (1, 2. 3, and 4) as the life span 
lengthened. Increases in pr&portions of total outlay upon food, clothing and 
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education, and decreases for shelter, furniture, and health were the most plainly 
marked expemliture tendencies observable. These were coupled with steady 
increases in income as the life span lengthened. 

Tenure.—At comparable income levels, the proportions of living expenditure 
devoted by owner and tenant families to shelter, transportation, and recreation 
differed considerably. For other budget groups, expenditure trends differed very 
little. \Vhereas owner family expenditure proportions on shelter increased as 
income advanced, corresponding tenant family proportions decreased. For 
transportation and recreation, proportions of expenditure at progressive income 
levels increased more rapidly for tenants than for owner families with comparable 
incomes. As a group, owner families possessed higher average incomes than 
tenant families, a high proportion owned motor cars, and the average age of the 
father was also higher than in tenant families. The above considerations suggest 
that t'nure is partly governed by choice, but is related also to income and the 
family life span. 

Living Expenditures Classified According to Family Income 

The family is necessarily considered as a unit for many types of social and 
market analysis. This is true, for example, of investigations concerned with 
housing conditions, and household maintenance costs. Records of family 
attrll)utes and living expenditures, therefore, have been grouped according to 
amounts of family income, and examined at various income levels. 

Attributes of Wage-Earner Families at Progressive Income Levels 
Differences in the composition of the family as well as in economic position 

were observed at progressive levels of family income. Families of British 
origin averaged approximately the same number of persons throughout each 
$400 income range to $2,000+. This was paralleled by an equally consistent 
average number of children, which centred closely around 23, For French 
families, however, the number of children rose steadily from an average of 
2•1 in the $400-$799 income group to 49 for families with $2,000+ per annum. 
Earnings of members other than the father in French families averaged slightly 
higher than those for other members of British families. The average age of 
the father moved gradually higher at progressive income levels in both British 
and French families. The number of rooms per British family increased 
gIa(lually from 43 for the $400-$799 income group to 6 1 for families with 
annual incomes of more than $2,000, while corresponding averages for French 
families were 38 and 64 respectively. A much sharper rate of increase in 
actual shelter costs indicated that there was more concern over qualitative 
attributes of the home than the provision of more living space as income 
increased. The average number of rooms per person was almost constant at 
09 for French families, while for British families it increased moderately from 
10 in the $400-$799 income range to 13 for families with $2,000+ per annum. 
The ProPortion  of home owners tended to rise materially as income mounted, 
and the same was true of motor ear owners. 
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Table 151.-Family AttrIbutes at Progressive Level. of Income per Family 

(1,135 BritIsh FainWes) 

Income per 1.'  ami ' $400- $800- 
1199 

$1,200- 
1,599 

$1600- 
1,999 

$2,000 
+ Total 

Number of Famille ....................45 292 448 209 141 1,135 

Net Income per Family ............. $ 704 1,018 1,378 1,768 2,285 1,433 
Persons per Fami1,' ..................... 4.5 4.3 4.3 4.5 4.6 4.4 
Children per Family .................... 24 2.2 2.2 2.3 24 23 
Age of Father ... 	...................... .36 . 39 40 41 43 41 
Rooms per Fatuity .................... . .3 

. 

. 

4.8 5.1 5'6 6.1 52 
1.0 11 12 1.3 1.3 12 Rooms per Person ........................ 

l'ereent,age of Families in Owned Homes 8•9 264 301 43.1 40.4 $21 
1'ercent.ae of Families with Motor Cars 4.4 171 350 42.1 574 32.1 

(211 French Families) 

Income per Family 1,119 
$2,000 Total 

Number of Famiie ..................... 27 62 68 34 20 211 

Net Income per Family ............. $ 665 1,023 1,347 1,769 2,229 1 1 315 
Persons per Family ..................... 42 4'9 5.1 66 6.9 
Children per Family .................... 2.1 2'8 2'9 4'4 49 32 
Age of Father .......................... 35 40 41 48 31 
Rooms 	r Family ..................... pe 3.8 45 4.9 5.6 41.4 4.1 
Rooms per Person ...................... 00 

.. 

.. 

..35 

0.9 09 0•8 0.9 II 
Percentage of 1"amiliesin Owned Homes 3.7 

.. 
- 8.8 11.8 100 12 

Percentage of lamilies with Motor Cars 7.4 - 11.8 23.5 15.0 111 

Distribution of Living Expenditures at Progressive Family Income Levels 

Dollar expenditures in all budget groups showed substantial increases at 
successive family income levels. Proportions of total expenditure upon some 
of the more basic living requirements declined steadily, however, as family 
income mounted. This was true of foods, shelter costs, fuel and light. Family 
clothing expenditures moved higher at a rate proportionate to the rise in total 
living expenditures, and consequently percentages for this budget group 
remained fairly stationary. Proportions of expenditure on nearly all other 
budget groups moved steadily upward with family income. This was particu-
larly marked for household requirements and transportation. Total family 
expenses for household operation and furnishings advanced from 5'6 p.c. of all 
expenditures for British families with amival incomes from $400 to $799, to 
9•4 p.c. for those with incomes ranging above $2,000. Transportation costs 
showed a more pronounced increase from 1-6 p.c. to 100 p.c. between these 
same income groups. Proport.ions for health increased between the $400-799 
and $800-1199 income groups, and then receded slightly. 

There were few appreciable differences between expenditure patterns for 
English and French families. Actual expenditure averages and percentage 
proportions at different income levels may be examined for both racial groups 
in the following tables. 

13996-12 



Number of Families ............... . 27 1 	62 1 	68 1 	34 1 	20 

DOLLAR AVERAGES 

Food ........ 	...................... 275 368 446 571 698 
Shelter ............................ 167 211 248 287 377 
1'ucl and Light .................... 50 61 74 87 95 
Clothing ... 	...................... 73 130 167 257 334 
Household Operation .............. 88 111 155 158 225 
Health ............................ 

.. 

13 55 73 77 106 

.. 

13 17 22 29 34 
13 

..

..

.. 

22 43 107 
30 57 74 107 121 

Personal Care......................

Children's Education and Vocation 

.. 

3 7 18 49 80 

Transportation ................... ... 
Recreation.............. ...... .... 

Community Welfare and Gifts 12 1 	18 29 35 50 

Total ...... 	........... 737 1 1 057 1,349 1,754 2,193 

Table 152.—British Family Living Expenditures According to Income per Family 

Income per Family 	$400- 	$800- $1:200' 	
1,999 $2,000+ Total $2,000 + Total 

Number of Families ............... .45 	292 448 	209 141 1,135 45 292 448 209 141 1,135 

DOLLAR AVERAGES PERCENTAGES 

Food .............................. 
Shelter ............................ 
Fuel and Light .................... 
Clothing .......................... 
Household Operation .............. 
Health ............................ 
Personal Care..... ................ 
Transportation ......................
Recreation .............. ..........
Chthlrens' Education and Vocation 
Community Welfare and Gifts 

..288 

..70 

..25 

..165 

..13 

..62 

12 

..41 

39 
6 

11 

169 
213 

81 
110 
74 
53 
19 
37 
57 
10 
21 

430 
279 

99 
155 
115 

64 
24 
81 
92 
17 
37 

488 
330 
113 
200 
161 
81 
29 

133 
120 
32 
60 

535 
425 
140 
255 
206 
94 
34 

218 
151 
43 
82 

431 
283 
100 
159 
123 
65 
24 
93 
89 
20 
41 

39-3 
22-6 
96 
8-5 
56 
34 
1-8 
16 
5•3 
018 
1-5 

35.3 
20-4 
7•8 

10-5 
7-1 
5-1 
1•8 
35 
5•5 
1-0 
20 

309 
200 
71 

11.1 
83 
46 
17 
58 
66 
12 
27 

27-9 
189 
6-5 

11-5 
9'2 
46 
1-7 
76 
6-9 
1-8 
3-4 

24-5 
195 
64 

117 
94 
43 
1-5 

10-0 
6.9 
2-0 
3-8 

35-2 
19-8 
7-5 

111 
87 
45 
17 
6-5 
6-2 
14 
29 

Total .................... 732 1,044 1,393 1,747 2,183 1,428 100-5 191-I ISO-S 105-I iSIS 100-0 

k 
Table 153.—French Family Living Expenditures According to Income per Family 	 lu 

Income per Family 	$400- I $800- I 81.200- 	$4600- 	
82000+1 Total 	$00- 	8800- 	81.200- 	31.600- 82,000 + 	Total 	-.. I 	799 	I 	1,199 	I 	1,599 	I 	1,999 799 	1.199 	1.599 	1.999 

0 

211 27 62 68 34 20 211 	ts. 

PERCENTAGES 

446 33 14-8 33-1 32-4 32-0 - 	33-4 
245 22-8 20-0 18-4 10-3 17-3 18-4 

71 6-8 5-8 5-5 4-9 4-3 5-3 
175 9-9 12-3 12-4 14-6 15-3 13-1 
146 11-9 10-5 11-5 9-0 10-3 11-5 
64 1-8 5-2 5-4 4-4 4-9 4-8 
22 1-8 1-6 1-6 1-6 1-5 1-7 
46 1-8 2-1 3-2 8-0 2-9 3-4 
68 4-1 5-4 5-5 6-0 5-5 5-1 
24 0-4 0-6 1-3 2-8 3-7 1-8 
27 1-6 1-7 2-1 2-0 2-3 2-5 

1 1 333 	ill-S Ill-S 1511 	191-S Ill-I Ill-I 
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Living Expenditures Classified According to Income per Person 
An analysis of family charactciistics and living expenditure patterns 

according to family income per person provides a useful complement to the 
preceding classification according to total income per family. It offers a more 
clear cut tiiiit for examining levels of living which may be obscured in family 
income distributions by differences in numbers of persons in the family. It 
gives a more exact basis for comparison of living expenditure patterns in 
different regions. and for different racial groups at comparable income levels. 
It provides a basis for establishing expenditure norms representative of various 
income levels and different sizes of family. Although family living expenditure 
patterns tend to show similar trends whether based upon distributions of income 
per family or per person, time characteristics of families grouped according to 
these criteria show appreciable differences. 

Attributes of Wage.Earner Faniilies at Progressive Levels of 
Income per Person 

Classification of records according to amount of family income per person 
revealed that the most typical annual income range was from $200 to $299. 
The most striking fact concerning families classified according to income per  
person was the steady decline in numbers of children per family at higher 
income per person levels. This was true of all racial groups. As already noted, 
when records were arranged according to income per family, the average 
number of children was similar in all income ranges in the British sample, but 
in the French sample, numbers of children were greater at higher income levels. 

Contrary to results from income per family classifications, the age of the 
fat her showed no tendency to increase with rising income per l)CSOfl in the 
British group, and there was a much smaller increase in the French group than 
appeared when records were classified according to income per family. In the 
British group the average age of the father reimmained close to 40 years for all 
income ranges, while average numbers of children per family dropped from 
3'6 to 1'3 between the $100-199 and $600+ income per person intervals, and 
average family income increased from $921 to $2,297. Numbers of rooms per 
person. on the other hand, showed a sharper rate of increase in the income per 
person classification than in the family income grouping. Differences in per-
centage of owned homes and imiotor cars in the two income classifications were 
not great. 

It is appreciated that averages computed from an income per person 
c]assification may be affected by the earnings limits which have been imposed. 
However, the lower earnings limit of $450 per family undoubtedly forms an 
approximate minimum upon which the smallest families may maintain them-
selves without assistance. Further, numbers of children in none of the race groups 
increased proportionately to income at progressively higher family income levels, 
so that the great majority of families with earnings of more than $2,500 would 
fall in the higher income per person groups. The proportion of such families 
to all wage-earner families of the type included in the survey would average 
less than 20 p.c. in the twelve cities covered. Its influence upon frequency 
distributions of family income per person, consequently, would not be great, 
and family average numbers of children, etc., would scarcely be changed by 
significant amounts if all earnings levels had been included in the sample. 
Distribution of Family Living Expenditures at Progressive Levels of Income 

per Person 
Dollar expenditures per family and per person increased sharply at progress-

ivelv higher levc]s of family income per person for all the principal groups of 
household expenditure. Proportions of total expenditure devoted to various 
budget requirements behaved differently, those for food and fuel tending to 
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Table 154.—Attributes of British, French, and Other Urban Wage-Earner Families at Specified Levels of Income per Person 

British Families French FainWes Other 
Family Income per Person - 

$100-199 1200-299 1300-399 $400-499 1500-599 $600 + 1100-199 1200-299 1300-399 1400-499 1200-299 

Number of Families ......................... 320 312 220 106 61 59 74 52 19 33 ..114 

Net Income per Family .... . ...... . ....... 	$ 921 1,231 1,426 1,637 1,838 2297 1,040 1,344 1,470 1,512 1,208 

Persons per Family ....... ................... 4.9 4 38 3-6 3-4 6-5 5-6 4.4 3-6 5-0 

Children per Family .............. ........... 2-8 2-1 16 1-4 13 4.4 34 23 15 29 

Age of Father ................................ 41 41 40 41 40 38 39 39 42 40 . 
Rooms per Family........................... 

.3-6 

. 

5• 52 5-2 5-4 55 47 50 48 4-8 4-8 

.40 

RoomsperPerson ........................... 1.0 1-2 1-4 1-5 1-6 0-7 09 11 14 1-0 

Percentage of Families Owning Homes 

..9 

.0-9 

158 316 32-1 336 41.5 426 34 5.4 77 105 45.5 

Percentage of Families with Motor Cai' 13-2 25-3 321 368 51-9 738 3.4 95 94 211 151 

cJ 
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tion costs rose from $4 a year to an average of $44 per person during the survey 
year. The greater proportion of motor-car owners in the higher income group 
accounted for most of this marked increase, since average costs of non-motor 
transportation rose only from $3 to $10 per person. 

The most noticeable difference in expenditure patterns at the two income 
levels noted above was in the proportion spent for food. This dropped from 
40-9 p.c. at the lower level to 254 p.c. at the upper level. Fuel and light and 
personal care percentages were slightly less at the upper level. Conversely, percent-
ages devoted to shelter, household operation, transportation and recreation, showed 
increases ranging from 1 9 to 61 p.c., while lesser increases occurred for clothing, 
education, health, welfare and gifts. The higher proportion for shelter was due 
to payments on homes 'being purchased, as current shelter costs alone formed a 
slightly smaller proportion of living expenditures at the upper income level. 
From Table 155 it may be observed that proportionate changes noted between 
income per person levels of $100-199 and *500-599 hide several moderate increases 
in percentages in the lower income levels and subsequent minor declines in the 
higher income per person ranges. This was true, for example, of clothing, personal 
care, and health expenditures. 
Table 155.—Distribution of Living Expenditures per Person by British Families with 

Annual Income per Person of $100-199 and *500-599 

- Column 1 Column 2 Percentage 
Increase 

in Column 2 
over 

Column 1 

Column 1 
Averages as 
l'eic,-ntuuge 
of lotiLt 

Expenditure 

Column 2 
Averages as 
1'ercintuge 
of 'lot ILL 

Expenditure 

Income per Person ...................... . $100-199 $500-599 

Number of Families .................... 114 106 

EXPENDITURE Ganups— $ $ 
Food ................................. 67•3 

.. 

126.3 88 409 25.4 
Shelter ............................... 32.1 107.4 23.5 19-5 21-6 
Fuel and Light ........................ 14-1 31.4 123 8-0 6-3 
Clothing .............................. 54-6 233 100 11-0 
househoLd Operation .................. 46-1 430 5-3 9•3 
HeILItli ... 	........................... 6-5 23.3 258 3-9 4.7 
Personal (are ......................... 

.. 

.. 

2-7 8-2 204 1.7 1-6 
Transportation ........................ 

..16-4 

.. 

..8.7 

4.4 43-9 898 2.7 8-8 
Recreation ............................ 7's 

.. 

32.6 318 4'7 6.6 
EducationandVocau.ion ............... 1.7 

.. 

.. 

62 265 1.1 12 
Welfare and Gifts ..................... ..2-6 

.. 

.. 
17.3 565 16 3.5 

Total ....................... . 14t 497.2 21a ma.. isa-i 

It may be observed from the following statement that family expenditure 
averages were approximately the same for the *800-999 family income and the 
*100-199 per person income groups. Corresponding averages were also about 
equal for the groups with family income of $1,400-1,599 and income per person 
of *300-399, and for the $1,800-1,999 family income and $500-599 per person 
income groups. 

Table 156.—Family Expenditure Averages at Specified Income Levels 

Children Average Average 
- r Family Living 

F aunt 1 Living Expenditure 
Expenditure per l'orson 

$ $ 
Income per l'erson $100-l99 ....................................... 3-6 937 164 
Income per Family 8800-999 ...................................... 2.2 931 216 

2.1 

. 

1,439 343 Income per 	l'erson $00-3 	....................................... 
Income per Family 11,400-1,599 ... 	..... ........................ 2.2 

. 

1,483 345 

Income per 	l'erson 1500-599 ... .................................... .1.4 

. 

1. 79 1 497 
Income Der Funnily 11,800-1.999 ... 	... ... ....................... .24 1.844 401 

Although family expenditures are very similar for these paired group.s, 
expenditures per person differ widely at the upper and lower extremes because 
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of the sharp decrease in children per family in the higher income per person 
groups. Expenditures per family are approximately proportionate to income 
changes in the family income classification, but not so in the income per person 
classification. In the latter instance expenditure per person naturally rises more 
in proportion with income per person. For this reason, living expenditure 
patterns based upon an income per person classification are useful in establishing 
a representative distribution of expenditures under any given set of circumstances 
encountered by the budget-maker. 

CHART 28 	URBAN WAGE-EARNER EAMILY LIVING EXPENDITURES 
AT PROGRESSIVE INCOME PER PERSON LEVELS 
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Table 157.—British Family Living Expenditnres According to Family Income Per Pcrson 

Income per Person.... .. 8100-199 8200-299 $300499 8400499 $500-599 $600 + 8100-199 8200-299 8300-399 $400-499 8500-599 $600 + 

Number of Families .............. 114 320 312 220 106 61 114 320 312 220 106 61 

DOLLAR AVERAGES PERCENTAGES 

Food ............................ 383 431 434 434 455 481 40-9 34-6 30.2 271 254 21-5 	t 
Shelter ........................... 183 235 283 323 387 438 195 18-9 196 20.2 21.6 19-6 

.. 

Fuel and Light ................... 80 95 102 109 113 118 8-6 7-6 7.1 68 63 5-3 
Clothing .......................... 94 142 159 189 197 224 100 11.4 110 11-9 11-0 10-0 
Household Operation ............. .50 97 127 150 166 239 5.3 7.7 89 9.4 9.3 10-8 
Health ........................... .. 37 53 63 74 84 98 3-9 47 4-7 4-6 4.7 4.4 
Personal Care .................... .. 

... 

.. 

16 22 25 28 29 33 1-7 1-8 1-8 1.7 1-6 1-5 

.. 

.. 

25 53 86 107 158 313 27 42 60 6-7 8-8 14-0 
Recreation ........................ 

.. 

44 89 92 108 118 155 47 56 6-4 6-7 66 6-9 	-... 

Transportation..................... 

Children's Education and Vocation 10 16 23 24 22 39 11 1-3 1-6 1-5 1-2 1-7 
Community Welfare and Gifts 

.. 

15 27 40 54 62 95 18 2.2 2-7 3.4 3.5 4.3 

Total ................ 	. 937 1,245 1,429 1,111 1,7*1 2 1 23* iNS iNS ISIS ill-S 195$ ill-I 
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Table 158.—French Family Living Expenditures According to Family Income per Person 

Income per Pereon ................ 8100-199 8200-299 8300-399 8400499 1100.199 8200-299 8300-399 8400499 

Number of Famijie, .............. 59 74 52 19 59 74 52 II 

Doua Avza&ois 

. 

Pzaciamo,e 

417 470 454 426 38-0 	344 308 294 
206 250 259 271 18-8 	18.3 176 387 
69 73 72 69 63 	5-3 49 4-8 Fuel and Light...................... 

137 182 200 186 12-5 	13-3 136 114 
108 

. 

128 164 209 9-9 	9.4 11-1 14.4 

Food ................................ 

43 60 89 78 3•9 	4•4 60 54 

Shelter............................. 

17 22 25 22 I-S 	1-6 1.7 1-5 

Clothing ............................ 

23 53 54 65 21 	3.9 3.7 4.5 

Houeohold Operation................ 

49 72 100 70 4.4 	5.3 5.5 45 

Health ............................. 
Peruonal Care ...................... 

Childrene' Education and Vocation 10 31 21 31 0-9 	23 14 21 

Trunnportation ...................... 
Recreation ......................... 
Community Welfare and Gilt, 17 24 35 43 1-6 	18 2-4 30 

Total ...................... 1,599 1,245 1,472 1,465 199-I 	ill-I 111.1 Ill-S 

Living Expenditures Classified According to Number of Children 
per Family 

Since large families require more food, clothing and other essentials to main-
tain physical existence than small families, it is to be expected that family living 
expenditure patterns will differ in relation to number of children per family. 
Such differences may be observed to advantage from the British family sample 
in which income per family changed but little in family groups with from one 
to five children. Changes in expenditure patterns as the number of children 
increased presumably have been due primarily to differences in family size. 

Attributes of Wage-Earner Families with Different Numbers of Childrn 

There appeared to be a significant relationship between the rise in average 
expenditure levels of two children British wage-earner families over those with 
one child, but average expenditures for two, three and four children families 
showed only minor differences, and the average for five children families dropped 
back sharply to very near the one child family expenditure level. Expenditures 
of French families covered by the survey moved steadily upward as the number 
of children increased. 

The average annual amount of expenditure for British families was $1,428, 
and the corresponding figure for French families was $1,333. Average expendi-
tures of British families with one child and five children were close to $1,400, 
while in families with two, three, and four children, expenditures tended to 
centre around $1,450. For French families, however, expenditure mounted from 
an average of $1,069 per year for families with one child, to $1,626 for those 
with five or more children. 

Attributes of families in the English and French groups with different 
numbers of children showed similar tendencies. The average age of the father 
was 41 years for British families and 39 for French families. Differences in the 
father's age associated with racial origin were greatest in the one and two-child 
family groups, but the average difference in no group exceeded three years. 
Numbers of rooms per person dropped steadily in successively larger child 
groups as did percentages of families with motor cars. However, there was no 
close relationship between home-ownership and numbers of children. Per-
centages of home owning families were substantially the same in all child groups. 



Table 159.—Attributes of Urban Wage-Earner Families in Relation to Number of Children per Family 

Racial Origin 	 1,135 British Families 	 211 French FamiLies 

All 
All 

Number of Children .............. 1 2 3 4 5 FamiLies 1 2 3 4 	5 FamilIes 
(23) (32) 

0 
343 382 245 116 49 1,135 46 38 49 31 47 211 Numberof Families............... 

Net Income per Family ........ $ 1,392 

. 

1,484 1,446 1,482 1,377 1,433 1,075 1,165 1,311 1,496 1,560 1,315 

3.1 4.1 5.1 6.1 7•4 4.1 31 42 51 61 82 53 

39 40 42 43 44 41 36 38 39 41 42 39 	" Age of Father...................... 

4.8 5-1 5-4 5-8 5.7 52 42 45 4.9 5•3 56 49 

PersonsperFumily................. 

Rooms per Family ............ .....

Rooms per Person ............... 1-5 1-2 1-0 09 08 1-2 13 14 10 09 0-7 19 

Percentage of Families Owning 
324 

... 

325 314 310 30-6 32-I 4-3 10-5 4-1 3-2 85 1-2 Homes ................... .... 	... 

Percentage of Families with Motor 
Cars ............................ .36-4 361 30-6 25-9 20.4 32-I 10-1 13-2 12-2 6-5 6-4 iSO 

Ia. 
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Distrilnition of Family Expenditures According to Number of 
Children per Family 

Proportion.j of expenditure devoted to various budget groups reflected 
clearly the influence of differences in the number of children per family. The 
proportion of expenditure upon foods in the British group mounted steadily 
from 272 PC. for one-child families to 382 p.c. for families with five children. 
The proportions for clothing showed a more moderate rise from 10-6 p.c. to 
122 p.c. between the same groups. These increases were balanced by fulling 
proportions devoted to shelter, household operation, transportation and recrea-
tion. Similar differences could be observed in the distribution of expenditures 
for French families, although these were modified slightly by the fact that in 
this group average family income tended to be larger as the number of children 
increased. Proportions of expenditure UOfl food mounted from 30-5 p.c. for 
familIes with one child to 37-1 l).c. for families with five or more children. 
Corresponding clothing percentages increased from 11-5 p.c. to 15-1 p.c. These 
increases were l)ulanced by lower proportions allocated to shelter, household 
operation and recreation, etc., as in the British group. 

The relation between number of children per family and living expenditures 
was perhaps most clearly apparent when the latter were reduced to average 
amounts spent per person. Such figures showed pronounced decreases in 
practically all cases a-s the number of children increased. Expenditures per 
Person on foods dropped from $123 for families of British origin with one child 
to $72 for families with five children. Corresponding amounts for shelter were 
$96 and $32. These decreases coincided with a reduction in the number of 
rooms per person from 1-5 to 0-8. Clothing averages in the one child and five 
child family groups were $48 and $23 per person respectively. Similarly, in 
the case of French families average amounts per person spent on foods dropped 
from $105 for families with one child to $74 for families with five or more 
children. Average amounts for housing also declined from $74 to $33 while 
the corresponding numbers of rooms per person fell from 1 3 to 07. Clothing 
averages fell from $40 to $30 per person in the same groups. Pronounced 
decreases in average amounts spent per person were also discernible for health, 
personal care, transportation and recreation in the larger family groups. 

Living ltxpenditures in Relation to Age of the Father 
The age of the father provides a useful basis for classifying family expendi-

ture records to examine changing family circumstances as the life span extends. 
For this reason expenditure records from the 1,135 wage-earner families of 
British origin have been arranged for analysis into four groups in which the 
father's age moved progressively higher. Ten year intervals were used for 
this purpose, and practically all records fell within the four ten-year periods 
between 25 and €4 years. 

Family Attributes in Relation to Age of the Father 
Income rose from $1,319 in the lowest group to a peak of $1,541 where 

fathers' ages ranged from 45 to 54 years, and then dropped back to $1,451 in 
the highest group included. Despite this decline in income, there was a sharp 
rise in the proportion of families living in owned homes in the highest age 
group, although the proportion with motor cars declined. Average numbers of 
cliiblren in successively higher age groups were 19, 24, 2-5 and 23 respectively. 
The average number of rooms per person remained stationary at 1 -2 in nearly all 
groups. 



Table 160.—British Family Living Expenditures According to Number of children per Family 

Number of Children per Family. 1 2 3 4 5 
All 

Families 1 2 3 4 5 
All 

Families 
(2.3) (2-3) 

Number of Families .............. ..343 382 245 116 49 1,135 343 382 245 116 49 1,135 

DOLLAR AVERAGm PERCENTAGES 

Food ............................. 381 426 459 510 534 431 272 29-0 318 345 38-2 30-2 Shelter ........................... 298 300 260 267 239 283 21-2 20-5 18-0 18-1 17-1 19-8 Fuel and Light ................... 103 105 111 100 100 65 7-0 7-3 7.5 71 70 Clothing........................ 148 163 187 174 170 159 10-6 11.1 116 118 122 11-1 Household Operation ............. 127 

. . 

127 113 121 84 123 9-0 87 78 82 60 87 

.91 

67 65 76 52 63 65 4.8 4-5 5-3 3.5 4.5 4.5 Health..... ..................... ...
Personal Care ................... 24 25 25 25 22 24 1•7 1-7 17 1-7 1-6 1-7 

.. 

110 95 86 69 59 93 7-8 6-5 60 4-7 42 6•5 98 96 93 80 79 89 70 6•5 8-4 54 5-7 6•2 Children'sEducationancl Vocation 15 

.. 

21 25 30 19 20 1.1 1-4 1-7 2•0 1-3 1.4 

Transportation ....................
Recreation ......................... 

Community Welfareand Gift& 44 46 35 38 29 41 3-1 3•1 2-4 2•8 2-1 2-9 
Total .................. 1,403 1,467 1,444 1,477 1 1308 1,4281F IN-S IN-I iN-S ill-I ill-I iN-I 

Table 161.—French Family Living Expenditures According to Number of Children per Family 

All 
Number of Children per Family... 	1 	2 	3 	4 	5 + 	Families 	1 	2 	3 	4 

(3-2 

Number of Families .............. .46 	38 	49 	31 	47 	211 	46 	38 	49 	31 

326 380 
Shelter...... 	..................... 228 240 
Fuel and Light ................... 54 65 
Clothing .......................... 123 167 
Household Operation ............. 137 147 
Health ........................... 54 
Personal Care .................... 16 20 

Food ............................... 

35 

.. 

.. 

.. 

52 
61 

..

.. 

75 
Children's Educationand Vocation 11 24 

Transportation..................... 
Recreation ....................... 

Community Welfare and Gifts 24 

.. 

24 

Total ................. . 1,069 1,265 

DOLLAR AVERAGES PERCENTAGES 

436 475 604 445 30-5 30-2 33-2 34•2 
234 263 267 245 21-3 19-0 17-8 18-9 
79 77 82 71 5-1 5-2 6-0 5-5 

168 160 245 175 11-5 13-2 12-8 11-5 
141 126 148 146 12-8 117 10-8 9-0 
60 86 61 64 5-1 5-2 4-6 6-2 
23 21 28 22 1•5 1•6 1-8 1-5 
39 55 50 46 3•3 4-1 3-0 4-0 
80 84 84 68 5-7 6-0 6-1 4-6 
20 34 34 24 1•0 119 1-5 2-5 
31 29 25 27 2-2 19 2-4 2-1 

1,311 1,335 1,626 1,332 11 111-0 135-4 1 	155-S ill-S 

All 	tz 
5 + Filies 

(3-2) 	c 

47 211 	ti 

37-1 33-4 
16-4 18.4 
5-0 

15-1 13-1 
9-1 11-0 	4.. 3-8 4-8 
1-6 1-7 
3-1 3-4 
5-2 5-1 
2-1 1-8 
1-5 2-0 

1W-I ill-S 
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Distribution of Family Living Expenditures at Progressive Age Levels 
of the Father 

Family expenditure patterns at progressive age levels showed noteworthy 
differences. For certain types of expenditure including food, shelt'r, clothing, 
transportation, and children's education, family expenditures averaged succes-
sively higher in the first two or three age groups and then moved gradually 
downward again. For fuel and community welfare, average family expenditures 
rose steadily as the age of the father increased. This rise in the case of fuel 
was associated with an increase in the number of rooms per dwelling in each 
progressive age group although the average number of persons per family 
dropped slight]y in the highest age range. For household operation, health 
and recreation, expenditure averages moved lower as the father's age advanced. 

Table 162.—Attributes of British Urban Wage.Earner Families in Relation to 
The Father's Age 

Father's Age 25-34 35-44 45-54 53-64 TotaI 

Number of Families .............................. 307 472 294 46 1,138 

NetlncomeperFamily ........................ 	$ 1,319 1,471 1,641 1,451 1,433 

PersousperFamily ............................... 40 4-5 46 45 44 
Children per Family .............................. 
Rooms per Family ................................ 
Rooms per Person ................................. 
Percentage of Families in Owned homes ........... 

4 
..1-9 

1-2 
16 

..8 

.. 

.. 
2-4 
5.3 
1.2 

31.4 

2.5 
5.4 
1.2 

46.3 

2-3 
5.8 
1-3 

565 

2-3 
5-2 
12 

321 
Percentage of Families with MotorCars ........... 

.-6 

.27.7 

... 
35-8 374 217 320 

* Include8 13 famiLies with father under 25, and 3 with father more than 64 years of age. 

Table 163.—British Family Living Expenditures According to Father's Age 

Father's Age 	 25-34 	35-44 	45-54 	55-64 	25-34 	35-44 	45-54 	55-64 

	

Number of Families ............... .307 	472 	294 	46 	307 	472 	294 	46 

DOLLAR AVERAGES 	 PERCENTAGES 

Food .............................. 387 437 473 463 28.7 298 31-2 32-8 
Shelter ............................ 280 301 273 242 208 205 18-0 17-1 
Fueland Light .................... 88 104 107 124 65 7-1 7-1 88 

140 165 178 157 10-4 11-3 118 11-1 
Household Operation .............. 131 121 112 119 97 83 73 84 
Health 69 

.. 

65 68 63 5-I 4.4 4.5 4.5 

.. 

23 25 25 24 1.7 1.7 17 1-7 

Clothing............................ 

86 95 102 75 6-4 65 67 53 

...............................

Recreation ............... 	........ 98 92 95 70 7.3 6-3 6.3 5.0 
Children's Education and Vocation 

.. 

.. 

9 18 37 25 07 1-2 24 18 

Personal Care ....................... 
Transportation ...................... 

Community Welfare and Gifts 36 

.. 

43 45 49 27 29 30 5-5 

Total .................  1000 . 1,347 1,400 1,515 1,411 1000 1000 100-0 
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Living Expenditures Classified Accordmg to Family Types 
Certain kinds of family expenditure problems may be concerned not only 

with broad averages of living costs, but with those of different types of families 
in the community, and with the proportions of each type which are to be found. 
The 1,135 British family records have been grouped according to family types 
to examine expenditure patterns produced by this arrangement. Insufficient 
data were available for French families and those of other racial origins for 
such a classification. 

After considerable testing, the following groups of families were selected 
for expenditure analysis, including 1,047 of the 1,135 in the sample. The 
number and ages of children formed the basis of classification according to 
family type, with no distinction being made between the sexes of the children. 
It should be noted that by excluding from the sample households without 
children, the largest single group of wage-earner families was omitted. 

Table 164.—Distribution of British Wage-Earner Families According to Type 

Number 
of Families 

One Child—Age-- 
(a) up to 3 years ................................................ 118 
(b) 4-12 years .................................................. 145 
(c) 13-18 years ................................................. 80 

Two Children—Ages-- 
(a) two, up to 3 years .......................................... 24 
(b) one, up to 3, and one, 4-12 years ............................ 92 
(c) two, 4-12 years ............................................. 117 
(d) one, 4-12, and one, 13-18 years ............................... 63 
(e) two, 13-18 years ............................................. 46 
(f) one, 13-18, and one, 19 or over ............................... 22 

Three Children—Ages-- 
(a) two, up to 3 years, and one, 4-12, or one, up to 3, and two, 4-12 

years ................................................... 59 
(b) three, 4-12 years ............................................ 37 
(c) two, 4-12, and one, 13-18 years ............................... 41 
(d) one, 4-12, and two, 13-18 years ............................... 36 
(e) three. 13-18, or two, 13-18, and one. 19 or over, or one, 13-15, 

and two, 10 or over ....................................... 	26 
(f) one. 4-12. one, 13-18, one. 19 or over, or one, tip to 3, one, 4-12, 

one, 13-18 ................................................ 30 

Four Children—Ages--- 
(a) four, up to 18 years, with not more than one over 12 .......... 50 
(b) four over 12 with not more than two under 18 ................ 61 

Total ..................................................... 1,017 

Family Attributes According to Types 

The successive sub-groups for each number of children in Table 164 
represent a lengthening of the family life span, with the exception of the mis-
cellaneous (1) group with three children. It is apparent from casual inspection 
that none of the sub-groups selected has much claim to the term "typical." 
Further examination will reveal also that some of the distinctions between 
sub-groups are not significant with reference to family living expenditure patterns. 

Ti/pa 
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However, they show quite clearly the relation between the lengthening family 
life span and increasing income. Earnings of the father generally mounted 
until the late forties, and there was a marked rise in the earnings of other 
family members in the family types with children beyond the adolescent stage. 
The miscellaneous group with three children would indicate that the age con-
centration of children in the family may also be related to family circumstances. 
This group included children ranging all the way from infancy to complete 
maturity. The father's age tended to be less than in types where all three 
children were close to maturity, and the proportion of families living in owned 
homes and operating motor cars was lower in the miscellaneous (f) group than 
in most other three-children family types, although family income was higher 
in this sub-group than in any other. In other classifications high income levels 
have been associated with correspondingly high proportions of families with 
motor cars and owned homes. 

Selected family types appeared to be associated with significant differences 
in income in all except three pairs of sub-groups, and in each of these cases the 
average ages of the father were closely comparable also, pointing to similar 
life spans. The sub-groups in question are shown in Table 165. 

Table 165.—Family Income in Relation to Age of the Father 

Average 
Group 	 Sub-Group 	 Family 	Age of 

Income I Father 

$ 

2 Children... JOne up to 3. and one 4-12 years ................................. .1,452 35 
Two, 	4-12 	years ................................................ 1.436 37 

2 Children... One, 4-12, one 13-18 years .................... ................... 1,527 45 
Two, 	13-18 years ............................................... 1.549 46 

3 Children... JOne or two up to 3, and one or two 4-12 year8 ................... 1,317 
.. 

36 
lThree, 4-12 years ............................................... ..1,323 37 

In family groups with the same number of children, the proportion of 
families living in owned homes increased steadily as the life span extended, 
but rising incomes associated with longer life spans for families with the same 
number of children were not accompanied by any regular increase in car 
ownership. There was a slight increasing tendency towards car ownership in 
earlier stages of the life span, and a declining tendency later, although income 
increased steadily in all progressive stages under observation. The increase 
in home ownership noted above was accompanied by a slight increase in the 
average number of rooms per person as the family life span lengthened. 
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Table 1 66.—BritIsh Family Attributes According to Different Types of Families 

One Child Two Children 

(a) (b) (a) (a) (b) (c) (d) (a) (0 

118 148 80 24 92 117 63 46 22 

1.370 1.393 1,424 1,348 1,452 1.436 1,527 1,549 1,660 

31 32 31 4-2 42 41 4-1 4-1 42 

31 39 49 32 35 37 46 46 51 

4.6 4-8 5.1 5.1 4.9 5-I 5.3 5-2 5.4 

1-5 1-5 1-6 1-2 12 1-2 13 1-3 13 

161 31-7 57-3 8-8 23-9 35-0 397 39-1 40-9 

38-4 373 35-0 333 29.4 39.3 42-9 23-9 45-5 

Family Type 
For key to family typo (See Page 183) 

Number of Families ... . ............... 
Net Income per Family ............... 8 

Persons per Family .... .. ...... ......... 
Ageof Father ........ ..  .... .... .... 
Rooms per Family ............. ..........  
Rooms per Person ....................... 
Percentage of Families Owning Homes... 

Percentage of Families with Motor Cars.. 

Family Type 
For key to family type (Sco Page 183) 

Number of Families .............................. 
Net Income per Family ....................... $ 
Persons per Family ....... ........ ..........  
Age of Father .................................... 
Rooms per Family .............................. 
Rooms per Person .............................. 
Percentage of Families Owning Homes ............ 
Percentage of Families with Motor Cars .......... 

Three Children Four Children 

(a) (b) (a) (d) (e) (0 (a) (h) 

59 37 41 86 26 30 50 61 

1,317 1,323 1,378 1,472 1,629 1,677 1,362 1,582 

5-1 5-I 5-2 5-0 5-1 5-1 6-I 6-1 

36 37 45 47 49 47 38 49 

5.0 8-0 5-3 5'5 8.9 5-7 5-8 5.8 

1-0 1-0 1-0 1-1 1-2 1-I 0-9 1-0 

16-9 18-9 46.3 38-9 46-2 36-7 20.0 41.0 

83.7 27-0 34-2 38-9 30-8 30-0 26-0 26-2 

Distribution of Family Living Expenditures According to Family Types 

Income for British families showed no general tendency to move higher 
as the number of children increased but within sub-groups with the same 
number of children, it has been noted that income advanced steadily as the 
life span of the family lengthened. This was accompanied in some of the 
more important budget groups by actual decreases in average expenditure per 
family. Current housing costs provided the most outstanding example of this 
tendency. Housing expenditures tended to decrease slightly as the life span 
lc'nRthencd, and quite definitely as the number of children increased. This 
was due in some measure to the increasing proportion of home owners, whose 
capital payments on the home tended to lessen as the family life span increased. 
Current housing expenditures for owners averaged lower than for tenants. 
The same tendencies noted for housing were apparent also in expenditures for 
furniture and other household equipment. Food and clothing expenditures 
increased as the number of children increased, and also as the life span length-
ened. Similar tendencies of much less marked proportions could be observed 
in fuel expenditure averages, apparently related to gradually increasing num-
bers of rooms per family. No clear cut trends were discernible in other family 

Within the limits of the survey sample, housing 'facilities for tenants were somewhat 
more complete than for owners. Tenant housing expenditures also contain an element of fuel 
costs which is treated separately for owners. Owner costs as shown in most tables include 
capital as well as current coats during the year. 
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budget groups of major importance, including health, transportation, and recrea-
tion. It is of interest that food and clothing were the only important expendi-
ture groups showing a pronounced response to rising income which coincided 
with the lengthening life span. These are ordinarily considered as necessity 
budget groups which are affected by increasing income to a smaller degree than 
other less fundamental needs. The steady rise in food and clothing expendi-
tiires for family types representing successively longer life spans presumably 
was partly related to physical deeds. These two groups, however, did not account 
for all the increase in income as the life span extended, and this fact con-
sidered in relation to the absence of trend in other expenditure groups may be 
taken as further evidence of a considerable diversity of consumer preferences 
for non-necessities. The influence of the extending family life span and increas-
ing numbers of children upon necessity expenditures may be observed in the 
accompanying comparison of family types paired to give rough equality of 
income, Expenditure§ for food were considerably greater for the larger family 
types, and clothing expenditures reflected the same tendency in lesser degree. 

Table 167.—Number and Ages of Children in Rclation to Food and Clothing Expenditure 

Family Type Average 
Income 

I'ood 
Expenditure 

Clothing 
Expenditure 

$ $ $ 

One child, up to 3 years .......................................... 1.370 364 135 
Three children, two 4-12. one 13-18 years .......................... 1,378 471 158 

Two children, up to 3 years ....................................... 1,348 

. 

394 142 
Four children, up to 18, not more than one above 12 years ......... 1,362 

. 

. 

472 146 

Two children. 	13-18 years ......................................... .1.549 

. 

456 168 
Four children, all over 12 years, not more than two under 18 years.. 1,582 538 198 



Table 168.—Britiah Family Living Expenditures According to Family Types 

Family Type One Child Two Children Three Children Four Children 

(For key to Family type. See Page 183) 
(d) (e) (1) (a) (b) 

NumberofFamiliea ..................... .118 145 80 24 92 Il? 83 46 22 59 37 41 36 28 30 50 61 

DOu.AB Avaaoss 

Food .................................... 364 379 409 394 409 412 448 456 474 405 421 471 475 518 515 472 538 
313 295 285 279 295 310 310 310 242 258 253 229 251 301 249 268 264 

Fuel and Light .......................... 86 89 104 100 97 100 105 III 118 99 102 97 115 III III lOt 113 
135 152 158 142 138 167 184 168 193 136 143 158 177 221 198 146 198 

household Operation .................... 149 120 106 155 138 135 98 118 116 124 87 108 110 106 116 124 122 
Health..  ................................ 72 

.. 

59 73 91 SI 35 55 68 55 87 59 73 64 89 76 51 53 

Shelter..... ..... .. ........ ................ 

Personal Care............................. ..23 

.. 

25 24 23 24 25 26 25 30 23 23 22 25 29 26 23 26 

C'Iothiiig.................................. 

Transportation .......... ................. 98 

.. 

116 119 75 108 87 95 79 112 70 50 80 69 123 122 53 85 
Itecreation. 	......... ................... 97 lOS 87 81 102 86 106 104 80 89 81 68 lIZ 105 110 72 87 
Cltildrens' Education and Vocation 

.. 

..6 14 28 4 9 18 34 29 46 8 16 36 22 36 30 17 42 
Community Weliare and Gitt ............. 45 39 52 43 39 50 52 36 72 31 29 88 33 37 50 35 40 

Total Erpenditure ............ .1,283 1,313 1,445 1,387 1,441 5,443 1,512 1,514 1,538 1,231 1.264 3,382 1,454 1,978 1,103 1,017 1,548 

PZUCZerAOL8 

33 3 34 	I Food .................................... 262 27.2 283 284 28-4 285 296 303 508 305 327 509 321 345 343 
Shelter ...... ....  ........................ 225 212 19-7 20-I 20-5 21-5 20-5 20-6 157 194 20-0 111-8 17.3 17-9 15-5 19-6 16-8 
Fuel and Light .......................... 6-4 72 7-2 6-7 6-9 6-9 7-4 7.7 74 8-1 7-0 79 57 71 77 72 
Clothing 	.... 	........................... .9-7 

. 
0-8 

10-9 10-9 10-2 9-6 11-6 12-2 11-2 12-5 10-2 11-3 11-4 12-2 18-2 12-2 10-7 128 
HouseholdOperation.................... 8-6 7-3 11-2 9-6 9-3 6-5 7-9 -5 9-4 6-9 7-8 7-6 6-3 7-2 9-1 78 
Hclth .......... 	........................ 5-2 4-2 5-1 6-6 5-6 3-8 3-6 4-5 3-6 6-6 4-7 34 44 53 47 8-7 34 
Personal Care ........................... 1-7 1-8 1.7 1-7 1-7 1-7 1-7 1-7 1-9 1-7 1-8 1-8 1-7 1-7 1-7 1-7 1-7 

.. 

.. 

.62 

7-I 8-3 6-2 5-4 7-5 6-0 8-3 5-2 7-3 5.3 3.9 5-8 4-7 7-3 7-6 3-9 5-4 
Itecreatiun ..... ......................... 
Childrenh Education and \'ocation 

7-0 
0-4 

.. 

.. 

7-6 
1-0 

6-0 
2-0 

5-8 
0-3 

7-I 
0-6 

5-9 
1-3 

7-0 
2-3 

69 
1-9 

5-2 
3-0 

6-7 
0-6 

6-4 
1-3 

4-9 
2-6 

7-7 
I-S 

6-3 
2-2 

6-9 
1-9 

5-3 
1-2 

5-5 
2-7 

Transportation 	.... 	....... ............. 

('ommusny \'.ellare and Gilt-s...  ........ 3-2 

.. 

.. 

2-8 3-6 3-I 2-7 3-5 3-4 2-4 4-7 24 2-3 2-8 2-3 2-2 3-1 2-6 2-6 

Total Eupenditure ............ . 5000 

.. 
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Living Expenditures in Relation to Tenure 
The increasing proportions of Canadian urban dwellers living in rented, 

rather than owned homes during the past two decades has made tenure a 
matter of growing interest. An examination of living expenditures of owner 
and tenant families at comparable income levels affords some idea of the rela-
tive economic position and family characteristics of owner and tenant wage-
earner households. The analysis revealed a definite relationship between income 
and ownership, but tenure apparently was not governed entirely by income. 
Owners, particularly in the lower income brackets, seemed willing in many 
cases to forgo conveniences which tenants with comparable incomes usually 
enjoyed. 

Family Attributes in Relation to Tenure 

Certain broad differences were apparent between the families of owners 
and tenants. Income of home-owner families of British origin averaged $1 .552, 
and income of tenants, $1,392. The age of the father in owner households 
averaged 44 years, while for tenant families it was 39. In no income per 
person group did the father's average age exceed 40 years among tenants, and 
in none did it fall below 42 years among home-owners. Numbers of children 
were very similar, approximating 22 per family in the case of owners, and 
2•3 for tenants, but these averages obscured a marked tendency for numbers 
of children per family to decrease as the amount of income per person advanced. 
The number of rooms per person in owner-occupied dwellings increased from 
08 for families with incomes of $100-199 per person to 16 for those with 
$600 and over. The corresponding number of rooms for tenant families rose 
from 09 to 16. 

The percentage of owner families possessing motor cars was much higher 
than that of tenants. The greatest differences occurred among families at low 
income per person levels. In the $100-199 income group, 222 p.c. of home-
owner families possessed cars, but only 11 •5 p.c. of tenant families. This 
difference narrowed considerably as incomes increased; 731 p.c. of owner 
households with $600 and over per person operated motor cars, while the num-
ber of tenant familities owning ears rose to an even higher percentage of 743 
in this income group. 

An increasing tendency toward home ownership was noted as the income 
of wage-earner families advanced. Over 84 p.c. of British families earning 
$100-199 per person were tenants, but the proportion of families living in 
rented dwellings dropped to 57 p.c. for families with annual incomes of 8600+ 
per person. 

Among the 198 French tenant households, incomes averaged $1,291 per 
family. Between the income per person ranges of $100-199 and 8400-499, 
average numbers of children dropped from 44 to 15, while the number of 
rooms per person increased from 07 to 1 4. The percentage of families with 
motor cars increased from 36 to 17'6 in these same income per person groups. 
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Table 169.—Family Atiributes at Progressive Income per Person Level. 

(344 British Owner Families') 

Income per Person 100-199 $00-298 C300-399 $400-499 .5500-599 $600 + Total 

Number of Families ....................... 18 101 100 74 44 26 364 

Net Income per Family ................. $ 1,00.5 1,255 1,463 1,697 1,860 2,407 1,552 

Persons per Family ........................ 60 5-0 43 3-9 3•6 35 43 
3-8 2-9 2-2 1-8 1-4 1-3 2-2 
43 44 44 43 45 42 44 

5.0 5.0 5-4 5.3 5.5 5.5 5.3 
0.8 

.. 

1.0 1-3 1-4 1-5 16 1-2 

Children per Family.........................
Age of Father................................
Roonis per Family........................... 

Percentage of all British Families Owning 

. 

Rooms per Person........................... 

15-8 31-6 32-0 336 41-5 426 *2-4 Homes..................................
Percentage of Families with Motor Cars... 22-2 33-3 46-0 400 50-0 731 44.7 

(771 BrItish Tenant Families') 

Income per Person 8100-199 *200-299 $300491) *400-499 1500-599 *600 + Total 

Nuinberof Families ....................... 96 219 212 146 62 35 771 

Net Income per Family ................. $ 901 1,204 1,405 1,605 1,813 2,219 1,3*2 

Persons per Family ........................ 
Children per Family ....................... 
Age of Father .............................. 
Rooms per Family......................... 
RoorneperPerson ..........................09 
Percentage of Families with Motor Cars... 

.5-7 

.36 

.39 
4.9 

11-5 

.. 

4-9 
2-8 
40 

5-2 
1.1 

218 

42 
21 

39 
5-1 
12 

25-5 

3-7 
1-5 
38 

5.2 
1-4 

35-6 

3-5 
1.3 
39 

5-4 
1-5 

53-2 

3.4 
1-3 
40 

5-4 
1-6 

74-3 

44 
2-3 
39 

5-1 
11 

211 

(198 French Tenant Families') 

Income per Person *100-199 $200-299 *300-399 *400-499 Total 

Number of Families .............................. 57 70 48 17 198 

Net Income per Family ........................ 	$ 

. 

1,034 1,316 1,469 1,480 1,211 
l'erons per Family ............................... 6-5 5-5 4-4 3-5 5-4 
Children per Family .............................. 3-4 2-3 1-5 3-2 

38 39 38 41 39 
5-0 4-8 4.8 4.8 

.4-4 

.. 

09 1-1 1-4 I-I 

Age of Father ........................... ............
Rooms per Family .................................4-7 

Percentage of all French Families in Rented home 6-0 94-6 92.3 89-5 93-8 
Rooms per J'eroii..................................0-7 

J'erccntage of Families with Motor Cars............ 3.6 8.6 8-3 17-8 9-1 

'In the British sample, one owner and one tenant family received less than $100 per person; two French 
tenant families were also in this income group. Only 3 French tenant families received income, between 
$500 and $590, and one over $600. These isolated cases have not been included in the above or following 
tables, osoept in the "l'otal" columns. 
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Living Expenditures of Owner and Tenant Families 

Living expenditure patterns of owner and tenant British wage-earner 
families contained noteworthy differences. Actual amounts spent upon the 
various budget groups averaged higher for home-owner than for tenant families, 
as average incomes of owners were 11 p.c. higher than those of tenants. Tenant 
families, accordingly, devoted a slightly greater proportion of expenditure to 
physical needs, including food, shelter, clothing, fuel and light. Transporta-
tion costs were proportionately higher among owners, and averaged 74 P.C. 
as compared with 60 p.c. for tenants. Tenant households showed a greater 
percentage of 64 spent upon recreation, as against 58 p.c. for home owners. 

Proportions of expenditure upon individual budget groups varied consid-
erably at different income per person levels. However, owners and tenants 
revealed almost identical percentages for food in all corresponding income 
groups. Home-owner families in the $100-199 income per person group devoted 
an average of 426 p.c. of total expenditure to food, and this proportion dropped 
steadily to 21 2 p.c. for families with incomes of 600 and over. Tenant family 
food expenditures averaged 406 p.c. and 217 p.c. in these respective groups. 
A striking difference occurred in the proportions of expenditure devoted to 
shelter. Home-owner families showed a steadily rising progression in shelter 
costs as income per person increased, while tenant families displayed a directly 
opposite tendency. Housing expenditures for home-owners advanced from 
149 p.c. to 21•7 p.c., and for tenants the proportionate amounts dropped from 
205 to 182 P.C., between the $100-199 and $600+ income per person groups. 

The larger proportions of expenditure devoted to housing by tenants in 
the low income groups were balanced by somewhat higher proportions spent 
by owners for certain other budget items such as transportation, and recrea-
tion. However, as incomes increased, the amounts spent by tenants upon these 
groups rose at a much faster rate. Tenant families with incomes of $600+ 

per person devoted a greater proportion than owners to transportation and 
recreation, and less to clothing, shelter, fuel and light. 

Table 170.—Expenditure Percentages for British Families at Low and High Income 
per Person Levels 

Incomo per Person $100-199 $600 + 

Shelter ........................................................... Owners 14•9 217 
.Tenants 205 182 

Transportation ................................................... Owners 49 121 
Tenants 2.2 18 

Recreation ....................................................... Owners 

. 

44 5-0 
Tenants 

. 
47 8.7 
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Table 171.—Family Living Expendztures According to Income Per Person 

(84 British Owner Families) 

Income per Person 5100-199 5200-299 $300-399 $400-499 $500-599 $600 + Total 5100-199 5200-299 5300-399 $400-499 $500-SIlO $600 + Total 

Number of Families....................... 18 101 100 74 44 26 361 18 101 100 74 44 28 361 

DOLLAR AVERAGES PERCENTAGES 

Food .................................... 421 456 451 457 458 498 457 426 35-5 30-2 274 25-4 21-2 2S- 

Shelter .................................. .147 

. 
210 280 340 403 509 257 149 16-4 18-8 20-4 224 21-7 19-3 

Fuel and Light ........................... . 99 110 115 121 130 110 8-3 7-7 7-4 6-9 6-7 5-6 7-1 

Clothing................................. .19 147 159 192 193 240 170 12-1 11-5 10-7 11-5 10-7 10-2 11-0 

Household Operation ..................... 43 98 120 153 173 269 134 43 7•7 80 9-2 9-6 11-4 8-7 

Health ................................... 35 62 63 69 70 102 66 3-5 4-8 4-2 4-1 3.9 4-4 4.3 

Personal Care ............................ 

.82 

.16 21 24 28 29 30 25 10 1-6 16 1-7 1-6 1-3 1-6 

. 

.48 71 109 119 148 284 111 4-9 5•5 7-3 7.1 8-2 12-1 7-4 

Recreation ................................ 43 63 100 99 116 117 90 4-4 4-9 6-7 59 6-5 5-0 5-8 

Transportation............................ 

Children's Education and Vocation 

Community Welfare and Gifts ............ 

16 

.18 

. 
23 

33 

30 

46 

35 

61 

31 

59 

49 

117 

29 

50 

1-6 

1-8 

1-8 

2-6 

2-0 

3-1 

2-1 

3-7 

1-7 

3-3 

2-1 

5-0 

1-9 	C 

3-3 

Total .............. 	.... 	..... .988 1,283 1,492 1,668 1,801 2,345 1,542 100-0 100-0 100-0 liii 100-0 100-I 100-I 

This table does not include one lInt ish owner family in the income group of from $1 to $99, except in Totals. 



Table 172.—Family Living Expenditures Aceorthng to Income Per Person 

(771 BritIsh Tenant Fsmllles9 

62 

255 

20-8 

6-0 

11-2 

9-0 

5.3 

1.7 

9•1 

6-6 

0-9 

3.9 

Income per Person 

Number of Families ...................... 

Food .................................... 

Shelter .................................. 

Fuel and Light ........................... 

Clothing................................. 

Household Operation ..................... 

Health ................................... 

Personal Care ............................ 

Transportation ........................... 

Recreation ............................... 

Children's Education and Vocation ....... 

Community Welfare and Gifts ............ 

0-199 $200-299 *300-399*400-499 $300-509 $600 + Total 100-199 *200-299 *300-399 *400-49 

96 	219 	212 	146 	62 	35 	771 	96 	219 	212 	146 

DOLLAR AvxaoEs 	 PERCENTAGES 

376 	420 	427 	422 	453 	468 	421 	40.6 	34-1 	30-2 	27-0 

190 	248 	284 	314 	371 	393 	279 	20-5 	20-0 	201 	201 

80 	03 	98 	105 	107 	110 	97 	8-8 	7•5 	6-9 	6-7 

89 	141 	158 	188 	200 	211 	156 	9-6 	11-4. 	11-2 	12-0 

51 	98 	130 	149 	160 	214 	122 	5-5 	8-0 	9-2 	9-5 

37 	57 	72 	77 	95 	96 	67 	4-0 	46 	5.1 	4.9 

16 	22 	26 	27 	30 	35 	24 	1.7 	1-8 	1-8 	1.7 

20 	45 	75 	102 	162 	340 	84 	2•2 	3-7 	53 	6.5 

44 	72 	88 	113 	118 	187 	89 1 	4.7 	5.8 	62 	7-2 

9 	13 	20 	18 	15 	31 	11 	1.0 	1-1 	1-4 	1-2 

15 	25 	36 	50 	69 	73 	37 	18 	2.0 	2.6 	3-2 

*600+ 	Total 

35 771 

21-7 31-2 

18-2 260 

5-I 70 

9-8 11-2 

9.9 8-8 

4-4 4-8 

1-6 1-7 

15-8 6-0 

8.7 1.4 
tsj 

1-4 1-2 

3-4 2.7 	C' 

Total ....... ... ... ......
927 ! 1,232 1 1,414! l.S15J 178SJ 2,158!  1,3I2 	i$9 	1W-I1 1III 	10Ie1 1000 ! 111.1! ill.. 

This Inble dres not include oii- British tenant family in the income group of from $1 to $99 per person, except in Totals. 
-4 
0 ca 
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Table 173.—Family Expendiiures According to Income Per Person 

198 French Tenant Families 

Income per Person 	 8100-199 8200-299 8300-399 $400-499 Total 	$100-199 $200-299 8300-399 8400-499 Total 

Number of Families .................................... 57 70 48 17 198 57 70 48 17 

-ç 

198 . 

DOLLAR A'VERAGE8 PEBCSNTAGES 

Food ................................................... 418 460 454 412 439 38-5 35-3 30-6 28-9 33-8 	. 

199 235 247 258 231 18-3 18.0 16-6 18-1 17-8 
69 72 71 71 79 64 55 4-8 5-0 5-4 	tj 

132 170 207 153 169 12-1 13-1 13.9 10.8 12-0 

109 120 169 217 143 10-0 9-2 11-4 15-3 il-S 
44 57 95 84 95 4-0 4-4 6-4 5-9 5.0 
17 

. 

21 26 22 21 1-6 1-6 1-8 1-5 1-6 

Shelter.................................................. 

tM 

Fuel and Light.......................................... 

23 51 53 04 44 2-1 3-9 3-6 4.5 3-4 

Clothing................................................ 

Household Operation.................................... 

50 69 106 70 70 4-6 5.3 7.1 4-9 5-4 

Health.................................................. 

Personal Care........................................... 

10 24 20 27 21 0-9 1.9 14 1-9 1-6 

Transportation........................................... 

Recreation............................................... 

16 23 36 45 26 1-5 1-8 2-4 3-2 2-5 

Children's Education and Vocation  ................ 	...... 

ti 
Community Welfare and Guts  ........... ................. 

Total....................................... 1,987 rl,—M ~  1,484 1,423 1,219 155-S 19.-S 155-S 155-I ill-S 



APPEN DICES 
APPENDIX "A" 

COMMENTS ON TERMS AND THE CLASSIFICATION OF 
EXPENDITURE iTEMS 

For the most part, terms in the foregoing report have been employed in 
accordance with ordinary usage and detailed comments upon the classification 
of expenditure items would be mainly a repetition of the expenditure schedule 
reproduced upon later pages. The following notes deal only with deviations 
from ordinary usage of terms, and amplify some of the expenditure item head-
ings. 

Notes on Terms 
The Famiiy.—Family and household have been used inter-changeably. 

Besides husband, wife, and children, lodgers and domestics sleeping in the 
home have been counted as part of the family, while boarders were included 
in calculations of food expenditure per person and also in records of nutritive 
values of food purchases. 

Family Composition—Number and ages of persons were the factors used 
in the cross-classifIcation of data related to family composition. 

Family Life Span.—The period during which the family had been in 
existence, i.e., the number of years (lapsed since the marriage of husband and 
wife. 

Family Attributes.—An arbitrary group of considerations singled out for 
cross-classification with expenditure data. They include tenure, income, num-
ber of children, age of father, motor car ownership, and racial origin of the 
family head. 

Family Type.—Numbers and ages of children which occurred most fre-
quently were used as a basis of expenditure analysis in relation to family type. 

Anniuil Net lncome.—Salarics, wages, commissions paid in cash, returns 
from investment, cash gifts, legacies, and payments in kind or service to family 
members, including rent and board, but not other earnings of lodgers and 
boarders. The rental value of owner-occupied homes was not shown as income. 

Gross Income.—Net income plus the value of credit purchases, the value 
of loans received during the survey year, and the value of reductions in assets. 

Family Finance.—Bcsides a record of gross income and living expendi-
tures, a statement of savings was necessary to appraise the family's financial 
position. These data were assembled from earnings reported on page one of 
the budgetary record and sections W and X. Page one earnings totals were 
the basis of classifying qualitative data on shelter in order that direct com-
parison could be made with census data. 

Incomes per Person.—Family net income divided by the number of per-
sons in the family exclusive of lodgers and domestics. 

Living Expenditure Pattern.—Tlic proportions of total family living 
expenditure devoted to various budget groups. Living expenditure patterns 
have been considered in terms of percentages of total living expenditure. 

195 
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Man-Value Unit.—The adult male was used as a basis of analyzing various 
nutritive values of food purchases. By considering differences in nutritive 
requirements clue to age and sex, it was possible to convert families into man-
value units and thus treat nutritive requirements upon a more accurate basis 
than if the requirements of each person were assumed to be equal. The Cana-
dian Dietary Standard of values was used for these conversions. 

Classifleation of Expenditure Items 

The full value of all purchases during the survey year was recorded regard- 
less of the amount of credit or loans used and still outstanding at the close of 
the year. 

The notes following are arranged according to the grouping in expendi-
ture tables:- 

Foods.—Records of food purchases were classified according to amounts 
bought for regular use in the home, for storage, and for consumption out of 
the home. In addition, value estimates based upon local markets were com-
puted for gifts of food and the value of storage foods and home produce used 
during survey weeks. (Section Y and separate food schedule.) 

Shelter.—Tenant shelter costs included rent payments, the estimated value 
of rent-free living quarters, repairs actually paid for by the tenants, and also 
property taxes whenever borne by tenants. 

All owner shelter payments were included with the exception of down-
payments for new homes. Separate classification was made of capital expen-
ditures in all tabulations at the outset, but later. regular capital payments 
were lumped together with current costs in all tabulations except a detailed 
consi(leration of owner shelter costs in the chapter on shelter. The major 1)01' -
tion of down-payments on new homes was considered as investment. (Section A.) 

Fuel and Light.—Costs as reported under this heading were understated to 
the extent that heating and lighting bills of tenant families were paid indirectly 
through rent. (Section B.) 

Clothing.—Besides actual purchases of clothing and footwear, this group 
included yard goods, findings, dry cleaning bills, personal accessories, jewellery, 
etc. (Sections 1), E, F and G.) 

Household Operation.—Fnder this heading were grouped costs for furni-
ture, other furnishings, cleaning supplies, hardware, tableware, and sundry 
maintenance costs including laundry, telephone, ice, etc. (Sections C, H. 1, 
J, K, L, M, and V 

Health.—All expenditure for the restoration of health, or specifically for 
the prevention of illness, such as tonics. Also health insurance, and provision 
for the deceased. (Section N.) 

Personal Carc.—Expenditures for personal hygiene, and for barbers, beauty 
treatments, cosmetics, etc. (Section 0.) 

Transportation—Capital as well as current costs. (Section T.) 
Recreation.—Reading material costs, outlay for paid amusements, home 

entertainment, hobbies, pets, etc. (Section U.) 
Education and Vocation.—Direct expenditure by the family for children's 

education, and vocational outlay for adults. It should be noted that the greater 
part of children's education is financed through taxation. (Sections P and R.) 

Community Welfare and Gifts.—The costs of gifts to persons outside the 
family, church and charity outlay, personal taxes, fees to fraternal orders, con-
tributions, and other miscellaneous expenditure. (Sections Q and S.) 



CENSUS RECORD .......... 

(a) Record of last census. 
(b) Record in 1938. 

1. Name of family head. 	(a).............. 

(b) 

2. City address. 

3. Type of household. 

4. Persons in household. 

5. Number of children 
under 18, 

6. Number of lodgers. 

7. 11 acial origin of family 
head. 

(a)... 
(b). 

(a).., 
(b).. 

(a)... 
(b)... 

(a)... 
(b). 

(a).............. 
(b).............. 

(a).............. 
(b).............. 

APPENDIX " B " 

FACSIMILES OF SURVEY SCHEDULES 
SCHEDULE I 

IN FORMATION VOLUNTARY AND STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

Dominion Bureau or Statistics, Ottawa 
PRELa.nNaRy FAMm'f REcoaD 

CA.tn No ............... 	. 

CITY ................... 

Recorded by ........... . 

Checked by ............ .. 

8. Occupation of chief 	('a).............. 
wage-earner. 	(b).............. 

9. Monthly rent. 	(a) .............. 
(b).............. 

10. Value of owned home. (a).............. 
(b) .............. 

11. Number of persons 	(a).............. 
working. 	(b) .............. 

12. Amount of family (a) *$. . 	$. 
earnings. 	(b) 1. . . . 

13. Type of dwelling. 	((;).............. 
(b).............. 

14. Rooms in dwelling (a) 
(for living pur- (b) 
poses). 

15. Length of time in present dwelling................................................... 
16. Are living quarters completely self-contained? Yes...............No................. 
17. Address, October 1, 1938............................................................ 
18. Telephone number................................................................. 
19. Family member interviewed........................................................ 
20. Calls necessary.................................................................... 
21. I)ate of interview.................................................................. 
22. Attitude and intelligence of interviewed person........................................ 

23. Special comments.................................................................. 

24. Reasons family not eligible for survey- 
Household composition ........ ...... ...Housekeeping arrangements................ 
Number of persons ..................... Number of lodgers........................ 
Onrelief..............................Other ................................... 
Amount of earnings ................. ... .......................... .............. 
• Earnings of family bead. 
t Earnings of other family members, excluding lodgers and domestics. 

197 
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DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS, OTTAWA 

Schedule II 

FAMILY BUDGETARY RECORD FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS 
ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

SCHEDULE No 

CITY .................... 
Strictly Confidential and Voluntary. This information will be seen only 

by sworn employees of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

PARTICULARS OF HOUSEHOLD, YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

Total 
Members 	Sex 	Weeks in 	. 	 Weeks Earnings 

of 	(M. or Age 	House- 	Occupation 	Industry 	Em- 	in 
Household 	F.) 	hold 	run 	 ployed 	Year 

Specified 

$ 
1. Husband ... ........ ............. 
2. Wife ........ ............... 
3............................ 
4............................ 
5............................ 
6............................ 
7............................ 
8............................ 

Q. 	Total.... 	xi 	x x ........... . x x 	x x z 	x x 

HOUSING FACILITIES 
1. Type of dwelling...........................2. Number of rooms (a) Total............. 

(b) Sleeping.........................3. Type of heating............................ 

(Mark "x" opposite the following facilities available)- 

4. Kitchen sink....................5. Inside flush toilet...................6. Running 
water inside ........................7. Bathtub.....................8. Refrigerator 

..........9. Electric light....................10. Garage.................. 
11. Children's play space (a) Inside....................(b) Outside ..................... 

A. HOUSING EXPENDITURE, YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

FOR TENANT FAMILIES 

1. Rent ......... 	. 	..... 	....... $ ... ...........  
2. Repairs paid for by the tenant...!.............. 
3. Total Cash Expenditure ......... ............... 

4. Estimated rent value if living in 
rent-free home ..... ............$ 

(Office space) 

FOR OWNER FAMILIES 

Pavnients on home--S. Interest .... !.............. 
6. Principal ... ! ........... ... 
7. Total........  ......... 	. 

8. Cost of repairs........... ... ... ....... .... 
9. Cost of additions to property ... ! .... ......... 

10. Property taxes ................. ...............  
11. ',\ater rates .................. 	................ 
12. Fire insurance, etc .............. . ....... ....... 
13. Total Cash Cost .............. $ ........ ...... 

14. .rnount of mortgage outstand- 
ing..... 	. 	..... 	........$.............. 

15. Rate of interest in per cent.................... 

IlIi] 
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B. FUEL AND LIGHT PURChASES, YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

Itenis 	 I 	Unit 
	

Quantity and Description 	 Cost 

I. Coat (state kind) ................. 
2. Coke .......... .............. 
3. Fuel oil ......... .. 
4. %Vood 
5, Gas 
6. Ele"tricity.. 
7. herosene ..... ................ 
8. Gasolene (for household use)...... 
9. Other (Specify) ....... ........ 

$ 

xxxx 

10. Tor..... 	 xxxx 	I 	XxxxxxXxXxXxx 

C. HOUSEHOLD OPERATION, YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

	

Items 	 Cost 

$ 
1. Ice 	 . 	. . 
2. Tekplione............ ........ ................................................ .... 
3. laundry bills ..................................................... 	.. ............................ 
4. Moving expenes ..... ................... . ... 	...................... . .... 	........... .... ............. 
5. Domestic help 	..........months at $ ............ ...per riionth .......................... 
6. Domestic help 	................ days at 	8 ............... ..per day ............ ................. 
7. ('ost of garden-, lawns, and garden equipment (seed, tools, hired labour, etc.) ...................... 
S. Other (Specify) ......... 	...... 	....... 	

. 
............................................. 

9 . 	TOrAL ...... 	. 	......................... . ....................................... 1$ .............. 

D. CLOTHING PURCHASES, YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

	

Male Members 	 Male Members 
Items 	 18 years and over 	 from 3 to 18 years 

Number I Total Cost V Number I Total Cost 

$ $ 
I . 	Overcoats, heavy ........................ ....................... 
2 . 	Overcoats, light .......................... 

................. 

3 . 	Raincoats ................................ 
....................... 

4 . 	Suits ..................................... 
5 . 	Separate trousers. ........................ 

7. 	\Vintl..rcakers and jackets ................ 

................................................. 

8. Overalls and work coats .................. 
9. 	Socks and stockings ...................... 

10. 	Underwear, suromer ..................... sets sets 
11. 	Underwear, winter ....................... 

.. 

sets 
12. 	l'yja'tias and nightshirts ................. 

...sets . ....................... 

13 . 	Bathrobes ............................... 
.................................................. 

14. Shirts, work (manual labour) ............. 
15. 	Shirts, 	streCt, 	Iress ...................... 

................................................. 

............. 

........................ 

prs.................. 

18 . 	Handkerchiefs.. 	........................ 

6 . 	Ssve:iters. ............................................................................ 
................................................. 

................................................. 

................. 

................. 

19 . 	Sear'es and routtlers ..................... 

17 . 	Ties. ................................................................................. 

.......... prs...........................

................................................. 

................................................. 

20 . 	Braces atol l'elts............... ... ...................... 

.......... 

................................................. 

................................................. 

......................... 

21. 	Gloves and mitts ...... .............. .... 

........ 

.... . 	...... .. ....... 	......... 

................................................. 

23 . 	Caps ..................................... 

16 . 	Collars 	................................................................................ 
.................................................  

.................................  
... .................. 

24 . 	Shoes, leather ........ .................... 

22 . 	Hats....................................................................................... 

........ ........ 
25. Shoes, canvas and rubber ................ .......... .. 
26. Rubbers and overshoes ................... ... 	........... 	.. 
27. Shoe repairs and shines ................... 

....... 

.. 
. 

lxxx 

prs........................ 
.................................................. 

prs..  

. 
xx'xx 

28. Cleaning and pressing .................... 

.......... 

.......... 

xxxi 

prs........................
prs...................  ......... prs..  

xxxi 

prs...... 

29. Watches, rings. ct.c ....................... xxix 
. 
.. .................. 

.................. 
xxix 

30. Other items (specify) ..................... .xxix 
................. 
................... .xxxi 

31. TOTAL EXPENDITURI .............. . XXIX 	I s ..... .......... I 	xxix 	Is 

I39g6--14 
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E. CLOTHING PURCHASES, YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

	

Feinals Members 	Female Members 
items 	 18 years and over 	I 	from 3 to 18 years 

Number I Total Cost 	Number I Total Cost 

	

S 	 S 

1. Topcoats.......... 
2. Suits............... 
3. Raincoats.......... 
4. House dresses...... 
S. Dresses for street and evening wear ....... 
6. Slips ..................................... 
7. Sweaters ................................. 
R. 	Aprons and smocks ....................... 

........................ 

9. Blouses and middies  ..................... 
10. Skirts ................................... ...... 	.......... 
11. Hats ..................................... 

............. 

..................................................... 

.... ............ 
12. Stockings .......................... ...... 

............................. 

.....................................  

.....................................  
prs ................. 

13. Nightgowns and pyjamas ................ 

..................................................... 

..................................................... 
........................................... 

.......... .. prs.................. 

14. Kimonos, bathrobes, etc ................. 
15. Vests .................................... 
16. Corselettes, girdles, etc .................. 

............ 

17. Brassieres ................................ 
18. Bloomers, etc ............................ 

........................................... 

19. Gloves ................................... 
20. Scarves .................................. 
21. Handkerchiefs ........................... 

.......prs......................... 

................................................ 

pre.................. 

22. Purees and handbags ..................... 

................................................ 

................................................ 

............ 
23. Watches, jewellery, etc ................... 

............. 

XXIX 

................................................ 

lxxx 
24. Shoes for street and evening .............. 

................................................ 

................................................. 

................................................. 

prs................. 
25. Sport shoes ........ ...................... 

................. 

26. Rubbers and overshoes ................... 

..... 

.........................  
................. ..... 

......... pr.s................. 
27. Shoe repairs, cleaning, etc ................ 

...... 

....... 

xxxx 

prs........................ 
prs........................ 

xxxx 
. 

prs.................. 

28. Dry cleaning, dyeing, etc ................. 
. 

....... 

XXIX 

prs...................  
................. 

XXIX 
. 

29. Other items (specify) ..................... 
. ................. 

'xxx 	.................. 
.

XXXI 

30. ToTAL EXPENDITURE ...............XXXI 	 xxxx  

CLOTHING PURCHASES, YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

F. CIHLDREN UNDER 3 YRs OF Aez G. SUPPLEMENTARY CLqI'}HNO CTh 

Items Number Cost liens Numher 	Cost 

$ $ 
1. 	Bonnets, caps ................. Yard Goods- 
2 . 	('oats..........................  ........ 

..... 
1. 	Cotton ...................... 

3. 	Sweaters ..................... 2. 	%%ool ........................ 
yds... 
yds... 

4. 	Sweater suits ................. 3. Rayon and miXture .......... yds... 
5. 	I)resses, ronipers ............. 4. 	Other ....................... 
6. 	Shirts ........................ . Total Yard Goods ............ 
7. 	I)iapers ....................... 6. 	Yarns for knitting ........... 

.. 

8. Sleeping garments ............. 

....... 
......... ... 

7. Findings (tape, buttons, 

..vds... 

.. 

yds... 

9. 	Stockings ..................... 

........ 

....... 

etc. 	........................ 

..lbs... 
xxix 

10. 	Buotees, shoes ................ 

....... 

8. Paid help for sewing ......... XXXI 

.. 

11. 	Other (specify) ............... XXIX 

.. prs.........

.......

........ 

9. 	Other (specify) 	............. XXXI 

.. 

. XXXI 

.. 

.. prs...... 

$ ...... .. . XXXI 

.. 

.. 

$...... 12. 	TOTAL ........................ 10. 	TOTAL ............. 	.......... 
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FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT PURCHASES, YEAR ENDING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

Items 	 Number I Total Cost 

$ 
H. FURNII't'Rs: 

st1. Living roiun ........................................................................ 
2. Iledroom ........................................................................... 
3. Dining room ............................................. ........... ................. 

4. Beds ................................................................ ........... ................. 
. Cots, crib'. .......................................................... ........... ................. 

11. Bedsprings .......................................................... ........... ................. 
7. Separate ehestrfields or davenports ................................. ........... ................. 
8. Couches, daybed ............................................................................. 
9. J)re'.scrs... 	....................................................... .......................... 

10. ('1iiffonier, chests ................................................... .......... ................. 
II. Sideboards, buffets ................................................. ........... ................. 
12 . 	Desks...........  ................................................... ........... ................. 
13. Bookcases, bookshelves ............................................. ........... ................. 
14 . Tables (sthte kind) ............................................................................ 

Chairs: 	15. Wood ................................................ ........... ................. 
IR. 1pholstered ................................................................... 

17. Benches, footstools, etc ........ ...................................... ........... ................. 
i . Ten wagons. wheel trays ............................................ ........... ................. 
19. Stands, racks, etc ................................................... ........... ................. 
20. Materials for construction of new furniture ............................ ....xux 
21. Furniture repairs and upkeep ......................................... .......................... 
22, Other (specify) ......................................................... mx 

23. Tysr. ............................................................... I 	mx 	I 	$............. 

Tx'riLE F'raaisinwas: 
1. Carpets, rugs (sq.yds.) ............................. ................ 
2. T,inoli'um and congoleum floor coverings (sq. yds.)................... 
3. *tattresses. ........... ..............................................  
4. Comforters, quilts.................................................. 
Ti, Pillows ............................................................ 
r,. lllnnket.q............................................................ 
7. Sheets.............................................................. 
S . 1'illowcases ......................................................... 	pruu. 
9. Redpreads, couch covers ..... ....................................... 

	

Tablecloths, napkins, doilies: 10. Cotton............................ 	xxxx 
11. Linen ........... .................. 	xxxx 

12. Towels, l,iit.h and hand .............................................. 
13. Towels, fir drying dishes............................................ 
14. Ta'h• runners, dresser scarves....................................... 
1.5. Curtains. draperies ........ 	........................ ................. 
UI. Didicloths, ckaning cloths, etc..................................... 
17. 	()il'lt1i ............................................................ 
15. Yard goods......................................................... 
19. Other (specify) ...................................................... 	xxxx 

20. To'rst............................................................... 	xxxx 

J. Srtvzawsax, CHINA AND (LASSwARZ: 
I. China or porcelain dishes............................................ 
2. Olasswar............................................................ 
3. Tableware: Silver (including plate) .......................... ........ 
4. Other (specify)...................................................... 

xxix ................... 
xxxi 
Xxix 
xXxx 

5 . TOTAL .......... ..................................................... I 	Xxxi 	1$ ........... 	... 
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FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT PURCHASES, YEAR ENDING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1938-Concluded 

Items 	 Number I Total Cost 

K. ELE.'TEICAL Equirstxs: 
I. Vacuum cleaners.................................................... 
2. Refrigerators, electric............................................... 
3. Electric stoves, hot plates........................................... 
4. Washing machines................................................... 
5. Irons................................................................ 
6. Heaters, fans........................................................ 
7. light bulbs......................................................... 
8. lamps and lamp shades............................................. 
9. Toasters............................................................ 

10. Sewing machines, electric........................................... 
11. Other (specify)...................................................... 

12. TorAL ELEc'rsucsa EQUII'MEser ...................................... xxxx 	1$ ............... 

L. KITCHEN AND CLEANING EQUIPMENT PURCHASES, YEAR ENDING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

Items 	 Number I 	Cost 

$ 

I . Ice boxes................................................................ 
2. Stoves and ranges (not electric).......................................... 
3. Pots, pans, cutlery...................................................... 
4. Tea and coffee making utensils.......................................... 
5. 'J'ul.is, wash boards, wringers............................................. 
. Ironing hoards clothes racks and baskets................................ 

7. Household tools, ladders, cans ........................................... 
8. Brooms, brushes, mops ........................ . ... . .............. ....... 
9. Dust pans, pails, etc...................................................... 

10. Carpet sweepers......................................................... 
II. Soaps, cleaning powders, etc............................................. 
12. Repairs to kitchen equipment.......................................... 
13. Other (specify)......................................................... 

14. Tcersa................................................................... 

xxxx 
xxxx 
xxx 
xxxx 
xxxx .. 
xgxx 
xxxi ... 

xxix 
xxxi 

xxxi 	$ 

M. MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT PURCHASES AND COSTS, YEAR ENDING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

Items 	 Number I 	Cost 

$ 

1. Mirr..rs, pictures, clocks, room ornaments ................................ ....xxix 
2. Sewing machines (not electric) ...................................................... 
3. Baby carriages, go-carts ......... ........................................ ........... 
. Window shades, wire screens, awnings.......................................xxcx 

5. Trunks, handhgage ................................................... ....xxxi 
6. Fr.dght and Express charges ............................................. ....xxxi 
7. Postage and writing supplies.................................................xx 	................. 
8. Insurance of household property against fire and theft .................... ....xxxx 
9. Other (specify) ......................................................... ....xxxi 

10. To'rsa ................................................................... . xxxi 	$............... 
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GIFTS RECEIVED, YEAR ENIMNG SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

Please note any important facts concerning the value and description of gifts from friends 
and relatives outside of the family (including items of clothing, furniture, equipment, etc.) 

EXPENDITURES, YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

Items 	 Total Cost 

$ N. HEALTH CARE- 
I . 	Medicine and drugs ...................................................... 
2 . Eyeglasses ............................................................... 

. 

3. Other health supplies..................................................... 
4 . Doctors' fees.............................................................. 
5 . Dental (Cf's................................................................ 
6 . 	Nuri 	rvice at home ................................................. 
7. }bepititl fees (including nurse, anaesthetics, bed supplies, etc.) ............ 

9. Cci uuctcry iii ii ntenanee................................................... 
8. Acciu I cut and health insurance............................................. 

10. 	Funeral and 	burit ....................................................... 

..................... 

.. 

11. Other 	speeify) .......................................................... 

12. TOrAL 	HEAL'ru 	CARE ........................................... . ........ .$................... 
0. I'ERBONAL CAa- 

3 . Toilet suap............................................................... 

. 

1 . Barber ...................... .............................................. 

4 . Tooth paste, mouth washes, etc........................................... 
11. Cosmetics and toilet preparations......................................... 

2 . 	Hairitressers.............................................................. 

6. Shaving supplies .............. . ........ ................................... 

$................... 
P. 

7. Other 	(specify) .......................................................... 

EDUcArIoN 01 ('Hfl.DREN- 

8. TOTAL 	PERSONAL CARE ................................................... 

%av: 	I. Tuition, fees, books, supplies....................................... 
2. Board and other expenses.......................................... 

4. 	TOTAL 	EDUCATION ....................................................... $................... 

C). ('oMSIUNrrY VuELFARE- 

.. 

1. Church and Sunday School................................................ 

Home: 3. Tuition, music, books, supplies, etc................................. 

4. 	Fees to service clubs and fraternal orders ................................. 

2. Community Chest, other charities .............. ........................... 
3. Taxes: Income, personal property.......................................... 

5. 	TOTAL COMMUNITY WELFARE ............................................. 8................... 

.. 

R. VocsvloN AND ADULT EDUCATION- 
I . 	Union dues or fees ....................................................... 

.. 

2. Professional association dues or fees....................................... 
3. Educational fees and technical literature................................. 

. 

4. Other 	(specify) ...................... ............... ...................... 

5. TOTAL 	VOCATION ...................... ........ ........................... $................... 
S. Gm AND CoRInuTIoNs.- 

1 . 	Chriutnias, birthday, etc ....... ......................................... 

.. 

2. Contributions, support of relatives ....................................... 
3. Contributions, support of other persons ................................... .. 

...........  

4. 	To'rsi. 	(3jprs 	AND 	(uRInu.floNs 	..... .. 	....................... 	.... 

.................... 

$ 	..-- 
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TRANSPORTATION AND RECREATION COSTS, YEAR ENDING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

Items 	 Total Cost 

T. ANNUAL TRANSPORTATION Coe're- 	 $ 
Particulars Concerning Motor Vchclrs- 

Automo},ile or motorcycle: 1. Make..........2. Year made............. 
3. Year bought................4. Purchase price $..................... 
5. Total mileage in past year...............6. Proportion of mileage for 

ordinary family use (give as a fraction)............................... 

Ta. Motor Costs- 
1. Gasolone, gallons................average price................per gal..,. 
2. Oil, quarts......................average price................per qt.... 
3. Tire costs ............................................................. ..................... 
4. Tube costs ............................................................ ..................... 
5. Repairs and maintenance .............................................. ..................... 
6. Insurance .............................................................. ..................... 
7. Licence ................................................................ ..................... 
8. Fines or damages ...................................................... ..................... 
9. Garage or parking rent...................................................................... 

10. Other (specify) .......... .............................................. ..................... 

11. TOTAL ANNUAL COST 07 MOTOR VEHICLES ........... $................... 

Tb. BiclJde Coals.- 
1 . Tire costs ............................................................. ..................... 
2. Repair costs ........................................................... ..................... 
3. Licence ................................................................. ..................... 
4. Cost of bicycles purchased ............................................. ..................... 

5. To'rt COST OF BIcYCLES ........................... $ ............... .... 

Tc. Cost )f Fares- 
1. Railway fares ........................................... .............. ..................... 
2. Boat fares .......................... ................................... ..................... 
3. Out of town bus fares .................................................. ..................... 
4. ('ity street car and bus fares ...................................... ..... ..................... 
5. Taxis .................................................................. ..................... 
6. Other (specify) ...... .................................................. ..................... 

7. TOTAL COST or FARES ........... ................... $ .......... ......... 

Td . TOTAL TRANSPORTATION ....................................................... .$................... 

U. ANNUAL IECREATION COSTS- 
1. Newspapers.... ........................................................... ...................... 
2. Magazines ................................................................. ..................... 
3. Books (eeept school) ........................................................................... 
4. Recreation clubs or associations ............................................ ..................... 

Entertaining: 5. In home (except food) ......................................................... 
6. Out of home .............................................. ..................... 

7. Holiday costs (apart from transportation) ....................................................... 
Movies: S. Adult .......................................................... ..................... 

9. Child ............................................................................... 
10. Plays, concerts ...... ...................................................... ..................... 
11. Spectator sports ........................................................... ..................... 
12. Other amusements .............................................................................. 

Radio: 13. I'rice, if purchased during year ......... ... .......... . .......... ..................... 
14. Upkeep ....................................................... ..................... 

15. Musical instruments ....................................................... ..................... 
16. Sheet music, records, rolls ................................................. ..................... 
17. Sports equipment, supplies, clothing. etc .................................... ..................... 
18. Children's play equipment ................................................. ..................... 
19. Cameras, fil,ris, and photo equipment ...................................... ..................... 
20. Pets (purchase and upkeep) ................................................ ..................... 
21. Cigarettes, cigars and tobacco ............................................. ..................... 
22. Other recreation (specify) ....... .......................................... .....................  

23. Total Recreation ................................................... ..................... 

V. OThER FAMIiY Liviwo EXPENDITURES (specify) 

TotalOther ...................................................... IS ..... . .......... ... 
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SPECIAL PURCHASE PRIVILEGES- 

Please note the amount of any special discounts or purchasing privileges to which family 
members are entitled and note the kind of goods to which such privileges apply 

FAMILY FINANCE, YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

$ 
W. SAvINGS- 

1 . Life insurance premiums ................................................... ..................... 
2. Increase in bank balance ................................................... ................. .... 
3. Purchase of stocks and bonds .............................................. ..................... 
4 . Purchase of property ....................................................... ..................... 
5. I'aviuents during year on accounts incurred prior to October 1, 1937.............................. 
.. Purchase of annuities and payments for pension and superannuation .......... ..................... 
7. Other (speoify) ............................................................ ..................... 

8. TOrAL SAVINGS ............................................................ Is ................... 

X. O!røxR INCOME AND CREDIT RECEIVED- 
1. Net income from other property (deducting taxes, insuranoe, etc., from rents 

and royalties received..... ............................................. . 
2. Estimated value of payments in kind or services............................. 
3. Decrease in bank balance................................................... 
4. Borrowed on insurance (October I to September 30) and not paid back..... 
.5. Sale of stocks or bonds...................................................... 
6. Interest and dividends...................................................... 
7. Sale of property............................................................ 
8. Trade-in allowance on goods................................................ 

Amount still owing on goods purchased in last 12 months- 
9. Groceries........................................................... 

10. Clothing............................................................. 
11. Furniture........................................................... 
12. Otl 'Cr household equipment.......................................... 
13. Automobile.......................................................... 
14. Medical care......................................................... 
15. Other (specify)...................................................... 

16. Other sources of cash or credit (specify)...................................... 

17. TOTAL OTHER INCOME AND CREDIT REcEIvED ............................... .$................... 

Y. ESTIMATE or EXPENDITURE ON FOODS. YEAR ENDINO SErrENJIER 30, 1938-
Usual expenditure on foods per week $..........or per month $............. 
Estimate of total food expenditure in specified year .............. ...............$ 
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Schedule No 

SUMMARY OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE, YEAR ENDING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1938 

tNcO7rE 

Amount 
$ 

EXPENDITUBX 

Budget Group 	 Amount 
$ 

Family Earnings—p. 197 ........................ 

Other Income and Credit Roceivod- 
X—p. 205 ..................................... 

(Comments) 

Foods (Item Y—food record)- 
p. 205 ....................................... 

Housing—A—p. 198............................. 
Fuel and Light—B—p. 199..................... 
HousehoLd Operation—C—p. 199............... 
Men's Clothing—D—p. 199...................... 
Women's Clothing—E—p. 200................... 
Infants' Clothing—F—p. 200 .................... 
Other Clothing—C—p. 200 ...................... 

Tor.t CLOTInNO ..... ......... $ 

Furniture__}—p. 201 ........................... 
Textile Furnishings—I—p. 201.................. 
Silverware, ete.—J—p. 201...................... 
Electrical Ecuipnient—K—p. 202............... 
Kitchen an'l Uleaning—L—p. 202................ 
Miscellaneous Equipment - M - ............ 

p. 202...................................... 
Health ('are—N—p. 203 ........................ 
Personal Care.—O—p. 203....................... 
Children's Education—P—p. 203................ 
Coriitiiunitv Welfare—Q--p. 203................. 
Vocation, Adult Education— ft - ............ 

p. 203  
Gifts andContributions—S--p. 203............. 
Transportation—T—p. 204...................... 
Recreation—U—p. 204.......................... 
Other Living Expenditures - V - ............ 

p. 204........................................ 
Savings, Investment—W—p. 205................ 

GROSS INCOItZ ................ $ ...... 	.... 

(Office Space) 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE .......... $ ......... 

(Office Space) 



SCHEDULE III 

DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS, OTFAWA 

WEEKLY RECORD OF FOOD SUPPLIES 

SCREDULE No.................... 

CITY ........................... 

1. The homemaker is asked to enter at the end of each day the purchases of food made during 
that day. A record is also asked of expenses for meals eaten away from home each day by 
family members who are out of the home only for that particular meal. Please do not 
include food bought specially for pets. 

2. To insure accuracy, it is asked that records be completed day by day rather than at the end 
of the week. 

3. Please give as carefully as possible weights and quantities as well as descriptions for each 
item. 

4. Where purchases are made by ticket for foods such as bread and milk, show each day the value 
of these foods actually purchased, not the value of tickets which are purchased. 

5. Field agents will call during the week to answer questions concerning difficulties encountered. 

6. The summary section on the final page will be left for the held agent to complete. The section 
relating to foods which are not purchased will be completed at the end of the seventh day 
by the visiting agent in consultation with the homemaker. 

7. Sample of a daily food record:- 
 Date—October 19, 1938. 

Commodities Purchased Brand, Grade or Quality 
Quantity I'urci,ased 

Total Coet For ltegiilar Use For 
Storage 

1. Bread white, standard quality 2 loaves, 24 ozs. 180 
2. Milk fluid, sweet 1 quart lie 
3. Fresh tomatoes ripe 1 basket 1 basket SOc 
4. Beef chuck roast 5 pounds 80c 
!. Flour white, 	Millers Pride" 24 pounds 
6.- - 

207 
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DAILY FOOD RECORD 

DATE .......................... 

SCHEDULE N ................ 

Quantity Purcha8ed 
Commodities Brand, Grade or Total 

For 
- 

For Purchased Quality Cost 
Regular L se Storage 

$ 
1 

............................................ 

2..................................................... 

8..................................................... 
9..................................................... 

4..................................................... ............................................ 
5..................................................... 
6..................................................... 

10..................................................... 
11..................................................... 
12..................................................... 
13..................................................... 
14..................... 
15..................... 
16..................... 
17...................... 
18...................... 
19...................... 
20...................... 

21 	TOTAL ......... .................................. $............... 

Cost of Meals and Confectionery Eaten Away from Home 

1. Lunches and milk at school .................................... $.................... 
2. Wage-earner's meals ........................................... 	.................... 
3. Other meals of family members ................... .............. 	.................... 
4. Candy, ice cream, thinks, etc ................................... 	.................... 

5. TOTAL....................................................... $...... 

Number of Meals Served During this Day 

Breakfast 	Dinner 	 Supper 

Number of persons .......... 	................ 	................ 	............ .... 
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Foon REcoan SUMMARY FOR THE %VEEK ENDED ................................... 

Schedule No 

DATES 

Items Total 
for Week 

$ $ $ $ 8 $ $ 

1. Purchased for regular use ............... .8 ............. ....... ....... 
$............. 

3. Lunehes and milk at school ............. ....... 

....... 

$............. 
4. Wageearnt'rs locals .................... ....... 

....... 
...... 

....... 

....... 
... 

....... 

$............. 
l. other meals of family .................. ....... 

....... 

....... 
....... 

$............. 
.. 

6. (andy, ice cream, drinks, etc ........... 

....... 

....... ....... 

....... ....... 
.... 

..

$............. 
.. 

$............. 

.. 

7. Total of items 3 toG inclusive ........... 

2 . 	 I'urclIa4t'd 	f,,r 	.trage...................................................................... 

....... 

...............  

....... 

....... ....... 
....... 
....... 

....... 

....... 

....... 

....... 

....... 
....... 
....... 

$............. 

.. 

8. TOIrAL CASH Cos'r or F000 .............. 

....... 

....... 

....... ....... ....... 

........................................... 

....... ....... ....... 

Estimated Amounts and Value of Other Food Used 

Other Foods 
(Please specify kind) Description 

Quantity 
Obtained 
for Use 

Estimated 
Value 

$ 

From stocks on hand— 	I 
2 
3 
4 

From own garden— 	 I 
2 
3 
4 

Gifts from friends— 	 1 
2 
3 

Tor.r.—Omia Foon 	 x x x 	 x x 

tiiii I,i.r of \1 eil S&rve I Ihiring (lie W cek 

Breukfast 	Dinner 	 Supper 

Number of periI 	.......... 	... . ........... ................. 	................ - 

Signature of Agent.................................. 



APPENDIX "C" 

LIST OF MECHANICAL TABULATIONS OF DATA FROM 
SCHEDULE "II" 

Description of Tabulations 

1. Cities and Race Groups................................................. 

2. Family Income—$400 income intervals—British and French separately....... 

3. Incomeper Person—$100 income intervals—for each city—British and French 
separately.............................................. .... ........... 

4. Children per Family—i child intervals—British and French separately....... 

5. Age of Family Head-10-year intervals—British families according to $100 per 
person income groups ...................................... ............. 

6. Family Composition—Numbers and ages of children according to most frequent 
Occurrence........................................................... 

7. Tenure—$100 per person income groups—British owners and British and 
French tenants........................................................ 

S. Motor Car and Home Ownership—British families ........ ...... ........... 

(Food—$50 intervaLs-16......................... 
9. Family Expenditure oni  Housing—$5O intervals-18....................... 

lEecrcation—$50 intervals—U).................... 

10. Family Gross Savings—$50 intervals..................................... 

11. Experimental Tabulations re—Error of balance between Income and Expendi-
ture, Stability of Sample, etc............................................. 

Number of 
Photographs* 

15 

18 

104 

10 

24 

17 

21 

6 

44 

15 

8 

Total.......................................... ...... ........ 	282 

* Each photograph represents a complete cross-section of data on income, family composition, 
living expenditure, etc., in relation to the subject of cross-classification, 

210 
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