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In a bulletin issued
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the Dominion 1P

Post-ilar Cottoin Prices it is pointed ont that raw

otatistices on
ton is now gegl-~

ing for about double pre~war values. The average drice in 1913 for
m1dd11ng cotton 1" to 1 1/16" at Hamilton, was approximetely 1o*ﬂ yer

pound. At the middle of DPebruary,

THES.; it was k9111n~ Tor BT,

During the period 1913 4o 1924 the hiwbes* prlue was "9&— (ine 1udinv

spe01al war duty of 7¥5) in Mav 1920, the lowes ‘
1nterferehc vith markets.

1914. The Tatter was dne to

was 7' in December -
The aver~

age yearly prices and index numbers for Zh® psriof aite 98 #0)lows:
Year Price 7 Index oy Driss Index
¢ ¢ '
1815 13% 10C e GF T 58? 28546
19014 11 Bies 2 L4 329.6
RI15 iR (4-T0 " 1929 Y 12in3
1916 - 142 TOS 1942 D5 178.5
1917 224 16946 1923 315 28441
4919 1% 23ha7 1924 30y E2683

During 1924 the raw ¢

otton sliusgicn imnroved in spite of *he

outlosk at the boginuing of that year whiech wes decidedly £loomy.
Weather conditions were not pi opltlous for the boll-weevil and ifs
depredations were not so severe as in recent vesrs. The result wag a
larger cron which hroucht ruuh needod relief Yo Lhe tex®ile inddetries

1-1 1/10" cotton at Hamllbon 38¢ in Jamuazy spd 28 7/8¢ in Septoms
ber, 192%
Phe-Final-ginning repor tishows hJ* Shaeld @& ©ror was  the

largest piclked since 1914 and consisted of 13

19,000 bales,  This

comnares wita 16,134,000 bales in 1914, 7, 950 O”O In. 1Hle 9,780, 880

ig 1922 anig 10, 100400 i 1956

The tve"ape production in the five

years 1911-15 was 14,200,000 bales ané in “he neriod 1916-1920
11,900,000 bales. 1In the four years preceiing the war the smallest

crop grown, that of 1912, was 13,703,000-~-500 »ound hales.

Growing

conditions in 1924 were oneulallv lﬁVOr“)le because the frost in the
cetton belt had killed of7 many hibderns<in- weevils dut even uncer

these exceptional conditions and
war, producticn wag below pre~war

It is thesopinion of

lafget sbreage reletiivaly o pre-~
fignress

some "exEperHs thet ‘an international cotton

shortage was imcendine before the boll-ueevil became such a serious

Tactor and quite independeantly of that nest,
beginning te o

were certain adverse fzctors

sion in the United States as,
the use of :den sive Lertilizers, would

ion, unless counteracted by

bring lower vields; and secondly,
apart 2ltogether from its usge
ing very revnidly (it is estimated

They argue that there
erzte apginst cotton expan-
example, the fact “hat soil exhaust-

that the industrial uses of cotton,
clothing a1 8llied needs, was grow-
that 360,000 beles are now used

gunnally for tire Tabrics alone) and *that Jdemand was likely to outstrip

supnly.

Whe ther this be so o0r not it is trme thet sinse 1914 ‘he work

gf-the BéIl=Resvil 1as

brought aboutlt a shortage of raw cotton. The

work of that nsest was not sufficient to prevent an ineranse in the
Unitegd States crop until after 1914, btm+t after that yesz crops were
mach smaller ia spite of incressing acreapes. Tt seems sertain that
unlege TS crdy off Lie Southerh . Statem sfonld $218is5 Sl predictions,
there will he relative scarc¢ity and hich nrices in *his commodity for
some years. Rellef may nltimately come f3om other sonrces of supnly
btt the development of such is proceedin~ slowlyv. In 1923 sources &
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supply othér than the United States produced the hirhest cerop on ie-
cord 9,000,000 bales as against an average oi 7,204,000 bales in ihe
period 1901-20 and 7,885,000 bales in 1922. Ouisice of the United
States only five countriec have to the nDresent nroduced more than
600000 Bates .| 14f thesezﬁﬁgia is the larges®t nrofucer, dut her crop -
8 mostly *of short stanle,, rmood deal of it is poor cuality. Imoert.
mental and educational work is beingc carried on to induce the Indian
agriculturalist to iastitute improvements, but it is diffienlt %o
make progress against the ingrained conservectism of +the netives.,
Moreover in those densely ponulated areas the pressure of nopulation
on the food supnly makes the growing of food a strong commetitor of
cotton growing. Sind and the Punjab offer at nresent the greatest
possibilities of develonment. "These tewend on irrication and the
comdyletion of the 8Sukkur Barrage in Sind will greatly increase the
cultivable area.

Conditions in China are somewha®t similar to *hose in JER 180
China has land, climete and abundant labor suitable Zor cotton pro-
duction, but asain the conservative habits o< the neonle creecte @
formidable obstacle to improvinc the quality of the cotton crop.

In Central Asia, Linssian Murkestan and Trans-Caucasis
produced annually in the vears just prior to the wa:r, over 1,000,000
bales of short-staple cotton. Changed c¢ond:tions durine the war and
after were resvonsinle for the small nrofuction of 45,000 bales in
1921-2. TPhis has increased %o 200,000 bales in 1925-24.

Chiefly due to the efforts of ‘he British Cotton Growers!
hssociation efforts are beins made to inc-euse cotton frowing in
Africa and iustrelia. 4s vet the results are not very big,“vui they
are considered hopeful. Hast african territories over which Britain
exercises suzerainty, the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, ITorthern Nigeria ana
South 4Africa are all regarded hopefully. It is estimcted thet, ex-
clusive of Egy»t, the African production has bheen incressed “ron
55,000 bales in 1913 to 160,000 bales in 1923. In .ustralia 8,000

Do, 1=

bales were produced in 1928&-5.

The South American Renudlics, pareicilaxly Brazil, are
thought by many to contain the greatest Hossibilities. In Brazil
there is much cheap lzad available Tor ¢oston growing.  Brezil pro-
duced on *the aversge 517,000 hales in nre-war FeESY. " In 1939-20 this
hal risen to 561,000 bales.

One requisite for sheap cotton is cheap labor (efficient
labor at relatively low woges) and this is the obstzcle *thich some
countries as “or exemple, sustralia, have diffienlty in swrmountinz.
The labor sun)ply is not adecnate in the .nericen nejuvlics,- hut
imnigration, especially since the restriction laws in %“he United
States, is on ithe inciease and a satisfacliory labdor hody of an agri-
cultural bent is being built np. Bven in the United States labor
Shortapre is threatened becanse of the drift o the legroes: hovard
the industrial centresc. “There is rreet need of more 1:hor-saving
machinery. Inventions in this line wmirh® apqzin revolutionize the
industr:y.

Houe of the newer wotton~grovins reslons seem ahle 1o
dunlicate the conditions which preveiled at 2izst in +the Southemm -
States - a coubination of low-priced fertile lanis enl ivated exten~
sively, abundant supplies o7 chea» and comparativelr elficient labor,
resnlting in the production of chesn cotton.
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