e

CANADA
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH

o
OTTAWA
1941
Price 25 cents

2 2. 23\ ‘:'\\‘)

A0 S

REGIONAL CHANGLES
IN
LIVING COSTS

(Canada, August 1939 to April 1941)

Published by Autherity of the Hon. janws A. MacKinuon, M.P,,

Munister of Trade and Commeice.







iginet by Authority of toe Eom. Temes 4. MacKimon, W.¥.,
Minishay of Urads and Conider o

OF TRATE AND O{OMMEICCE

DOMIRG O BURESY Oy STATISTICE - CAMADA

THTERNAL TRADE BRANCE

e B A R il +~ S [ +-+ -~ = om et s

Dominion Statistician: R. E. Coats, LL.D., F.R.S.C., F.S.S. (Eonm.)
Chief, Internal Trade Brancih: Eervert Marshall, B.A., F.S.S.
Prices Statistician: P, F. Greenway, M.A.

3 e i M

RAECTONAT, CFANGES TN LIVING COSTS
(Cansda, Ausust 19%9 to April 1941)

Regioaal index aumbers of living costs recently prepared by the Dominion
Bureau of Stetistvice nave Tollowed very closely the movements of the Dominion cost of
living index since toe ovtbress of war. The Dorinion index advanced 7.7 per cent be-
tween August 1939 and April 15421, Correspeonding increases in the indexes of eight
cities taken as representetive cf the prineipal geographic areas of the Dominion have
ranged from 5.7 per cent in the case of Edmonton to 10.1 per cent for Montreal. Thus
in none of the eight cities has th: rise differed from the rise in the Dominion as a
whole by more than 2.4 per ceni. Since these eight cities ineclude the majority of the
key merchandise distributing centres of the Dominion this is important evidence of
underlying similarity in retail price behaviour throughout Canada. Of course this does
not preclude the pogsibiliity of material differences in actual prices of commodities,
but it does sucgest tnat perceutage changes in retail price levels since the outbreak of
war have been closely ccmparable in all areas of the Dominion.

Appreciable divergences from Dominion indexes were most frequent for rents
and fuel which have been influenced to a considerable extent by local conditions and
wartime measures. As an example, the net change in Falifax rents has been small,.
due to the control of rente in that city, waile in Montreal and Saskatoon rental indexes
have advanced by morec than 8 per cent. In the case of Montreal, provineial and municipal
sales taxes have intrcduced a further local condition affecting living cost movements.

Wartime increases in retail focd price indexes have ranged from 8.1 per
cent for Edmonton to 14.0 per cez% fcr Falifax. The Dominion retail food price index
has advanced almost 1i per cent in the same period. In four of the eight cities
April 1941 food indexes were slighily below those for December 1940, and only in Van-
couver was the food index appreciabvly higher than in December. This recent rise in
Vancouver was related primarily to changes in meat prices.

Movements in fuel end lighting indexes varied all the way from an in-
crease of 13.7 per cert for Moatreal to a decline of 2.0 per cent for Edmonton. The
decrease for Edmonton was due to a substantizl reduction in rates on fuel gas for
domestic consumption. The Dominion Tuel and ligating index moved up exactly 10 per cent
between August 1939 and April 1941.

Percentage changes in city rent indexes ranged between a decline of 0.6
for Vancouver and &an increase of 8.1 for Monireal and Saskatoon. The slight decline in
Vancouver resulted from a weeler tendency in apartment rentals late in 1939 prior to
the establishment of rent control. A ominionm injex of residential rentals rose 3.8
per cemt between Auvgust 1939 and /,pril 1941, and the results of the May 1941 rental
survey will likely increase this figure by a small amount.

FPigher prices for woollen and leather goods have been mainly responsible
for increases in clothing prices which have been more marked for men's than for women's
apparel. Since August 1939, increases in city retail clothing price indexes have varied
from 9,5 per cent for Winnipeg to 17.3 per cent for Montreal. The corresponding Dominion
clothing index shcwed @ rise of 14.2 per cens.

Chaages in howe Turnishirzs and services have shown regional differences
similar to clothing Lut dus to the retarding infiuvence of home service maintenance costs
(telephone and lesundry) perceuiage inereszees have been less. They have varied fromg.5
per cent for Winnipeg to 13.1 per cent for Montreal and Edmonton. The Dominion index of
furnishings and servizes has ircreased 10.7 rer cent.
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fhig miscellanszous living costs group is largely composed of service costs
such as those for health maintenance, transportation, recreation, and insurance. Changes
within these groups are comparatively infrequent, and they have shown very little re-
action to wartime conditions so far. Percentage increases in miscellaneous living costs

have ranged from 1.1 for Vancouver to 2.7 for Saint John. This compared with aea-ldueresse
of 1.6 per cent in the Dominion index. N

COMMENTS ON TEE INDEXES

.

The city index numbers of living costs published for the first time in
this bulletin have been constructed to provide regional cost of living records as re-
quired by Order-in-Council 7440. These new indexes have been patterned after the
Bureau's revised cost of living index for the Dominion, but the weighting systems are
based upon actual expenditure records of a representative group of wage-carner families
in each city for which an index has been constructed. The only materisl difference is
that the city indexes have been placed temporarily upon the base period August 1939=100,
in order to provide as quickly as possible a wartime record of regional cost of living
movements. The Bureau's official base period continues to be 1935-1939g.

Until further notice, the complete city indexes will be published every
second month in the monthly bulletin "Prices and Price Indexes™, but retail food price
indexes will continue to be published monthly. The food sections of the city cost of
living indexes are the same as those described in an earlier bulletin "City Index Numbers
of Retail Food Prices, 1935-1940" issued in January 1941.

A detailed record of the weighting system used in constructing city cost
of living indexes will be available shortly in mimeograph form and may be obtained upon
request. A summary of the percentage group weights used in constructing indexes designed
to be typical of each city is shown below. A striking similarity in city living expendi-
ture patterns will be observed from this table which hug been based directly upon living
expenditure records collected from representative wage-earner families in these cities
for the year ending September 1938,

Percentage Distribution of Wage-Earner Family Living Expenditures
(Year end ing September, 1938)
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IADUEC MWWBE OF LIVING U08TS IN EIGET CITIES, AUGUST 1939 TO APRIL 1941.
(August 1939=100)
S ST T i e e g e e
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GENERAL COST OF LIVING

1939
Auguat TS8Pt save 100.0 10000 100.0 100.0 10000 100.0 10000 10000
Qctober ...c.00.. 102.9 102.5 104,1 102.5 102.8 103.6 1088 108,21
December ........ 103.3 103 .4 104.7 105.2 102.9 104.8 105.8 102,.6

1940
BORINATY 4ii0s0ea  108.4 103.,0 104.4 102.5 102.6 104 .6 103.1 102.9
BETAL spaieps ... 00490 104.2 105.4 103.2 103.3 105.1 103.7 103.4
JUN® s.ceveossses 105.5 104.1 106.3 103.4 105.2 104 .7 103.8 103,0
August ..evc0000s 107.5 105.4 Ol 104.2 104.,6 105.3 103.7 103,7
OEOber «i.sese4. 107.0 107.0 108.4 105.1 105,2 106.9 104.2 104.0
Dégember s.cee.0 108;0 108,7 109.6 105.8 106.3 108.6 105.6 105,3

1941
PONFOErY o..0evias 107.9 108.6 110.0 106.0 106.0 108.7 105.5 106.1
April .,.ee000.00. 107,.8 108.5 ISOE 106 .3 106.2 109.0 105.7 . 106.5

FOOD3

1939

AuguSt sseeesess. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
October «...ssess 106.6° 106.4 108.8 106,5 107.6 110.6 108.3 106.3
December ....cove. 106.5 107.9 107.3 106.2 106 .3 111.4 8.3 108D

1940
IRRIEdY spwvdin. 10648 106.1 106.5 103.6 105.6 109.8 106.9 106,1
B 3 s o b enwd - BB 106.2 107.1 104.1 105.6 109.0 106.8 106.0
June .....eve.00. 106.5 . 105.8 105.8 103.5 104.,6 105.5 106.4 104.5
AUBE ooinsoies. 1328 108.4 106.0 104.5 107.9 106.1 104.6 105.8
QERERLET vie,.v0ve 212.0 107.9 107.8 105.9 107.0 106.6 105.2 105.6
REEENST. s, ve.ss 115,82 - 112.5 L1Y.L 107.6 110.3 112.1 109.9 10850

1941

RNBUERY oo os0ne. lldod 111.4 LELa6 108.0 109,0 111.5 108.2 110.9
Bl davesmsovid LDOD 1M .2 1LE.0 108.8 109,9 112.5 160871 1880

RENT

1939

AUET ieepanees  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 106.0 100.0 100.0
OCtOber LI N A SNy 1’)500 lO0.0 103.9 100.8 99.7 loo.s loots 99.1
December 282 s00 0 103.0 100.0 10309 100-8 9907 100.5 100.3 gg‘l
1540

BNEARY S s v 00 e 103.0 100.,0 103,9 100.8 99,7 100.5 100.3 99.1
L S o T 100.0 103.9 100.8 99,7 100.5 100.3 99.1

UREE s onue. 1068 100.0 109.3 102,9 13 oo 100.3 9I%%a
August .......... 106.8  100.0 199,% . ‘108.9 1882 104.0 1063 99.2
October ......... 103.4 105.9 108.1 102.,9 103.0 108.1 100,02 99.4
December ..,..... 103,.4 105.9 108.1 102.9 103,0 108.1 100.0 99.4

1941

WBBOEPY o .soenad  1OB.4 105.9 108.1 102,9 103.0 108.1 100.0 99,4
EPPREN -0 e LOE 105.9 108.1 102.9 103.0 108.1 100.0 99.4
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August ..vevee.se 100.0 100.0 100.0 10Q,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
October ssecsesoe 102,35 102.8 107.0 105.9 104 .6 102,7 104,9 103.5
December ..sssese 102,53 102 .8 108.5 105.9 104.6 102.7 104.9 103.5

1940

Fabruary «..sc... 102.9 102.8 108.8 106.7 104 .6 107.0 104.9 108.8
R 5. vsaesTins W8S 102.8 108.5 W76  16b 107.0 104.9 108.8
JUNE sevesesseses 104.1 102.8 109.2 106.3 104.6 107.0 104.9 108.8
August ..eve.00.. 104,11 104.3 113.6 110.0 104 .6 107.0 104.9 108.8

CoOOBAY ...s..... 02 D5 @ 1187 - 10,0 ' 1988 , DoghE 98,0 108.8
DECEmheY ni....s 104.1 165,40 1187 116.6 L85 1670 98.0 108.8
1941
VEDCU couieese 104.)  M06¢5 1137 110.0 0 108 . 10%.0 98.0  108.8
AL . el J0829 MRS Ty 1IN Lo - TOBHa 98.0 108.8
CLOTEING

1939 ‘

August .......... 100.0 100.0  100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0  100.0 100.0
october ...... v 080 - (BN e 88-9 - 100.3 1005 . (160 - 12036
PSRSERET cdnesens 101.8. R0 M0B.9 , EERY T 1o2.9" Ioan AR I8N
1940

FODruary .s...... 1.01.,8 102.1 103.9 104.3 102.9 104.5 104.3 104.6
BREL o Sh e e 110,83 1108 108.7 108.3 1087 59 109.5 108.1 108.1

June ss.ieeeeense. 110,2 110.6 110.6 107.3 106.9 109.6 SIS NOORS
Auvgust ....e..... 110,2 110.6 110.6 107.3 10659 109.6 109.7 109.3
October ..evv.... 112,0 114.1 116.4 111.4 109.4 1L A8 18,0 1ulgse
Deembar o rad. . fe 1202 115.4 116.5 1.7 109.3 17256, 114.2 111.4

1941
DR .csesne 122,68 | WS A0 T Cllles 086 0 InE.E 114.7 112.8
B & snites mme - 1156 11558 | L4i7.8 -« 2hdiad 109.5 1140 115.0 112,9

I'OME FURNISEINGS AND SERVICES

1939
August L R N 100.0 100-0 100.0 100-0 100oo 100.0 100-0 100'0
GEHOBER" Jisiah o b were | 1G0L0O 100.1 SIS 100.0 99.9 100.0 99.8 100.0

December .,...... 103.0 103.0 104.6 102.6 102,.9 104.7 108.9 2.0

1940

HERENEEY - o 0o oo ae  103.2 103.0 104 .7 102.9 103.0 104.9 104Lk 102.)
RN o v o doinn ooy 10§ol 106 .5 107.3 103.6 104.5 106.5 1087 1035.9
June ....... seees 106.9 107.2 107.8 104.4 104.8 106.8 106.4 104.0
August ..ec.0.000 106.9 ILET ] 109.2 104.5 104 .6 106.9 106.4 103.6

QEBEBET +<oesosse  208.7 109.6 L@ 107.2 106.9 110.1 208.6 L06.5
BECEMBEL S ...« 1097 110.7 111.8 108.5 107.8 110.8 8.7 108.

1941
VEEPUBTY . g0 s .ovt 110,83 LYD& 112.5 108.7 108.6 111.8 110.4 107.4
0 LR AP o I X1 29 113.1 108.5 108.5 UL 113.1 107.6
MISCE
e ISCELLANEOUS
Auvgust ......0.0. 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10600, ° 1088

QBNIBRET . . . vt v ve . 10045 100.5 100.4 100.5 100.3 10
* L . e 0-4 10003 100 .3
DEGREBED - « vova. .o  200.6 100.7 100.6 100.9 100.3 100.4 100.2 100.3

1940
HERUEYY L ..., 100.4 101.5 100.4 100.8 100.2 100.1 100.0

. ; . y y ; 0 100.2
April seeessaen.s 10044 101.5 NL(010) 85 100.8 100.2 30851 99.9 100.2
TUDE T 0 Oy T o e (00 o1 101.5 100.4 100.8 100 .4 100.1 2910 99.6

August ....0.0... 101,9 102.7 102,.2 102.0 101.8 101.8 Torgs 1L
e L] (] . . L] Oloo
SCtobgr eresensae 101.9 102.,7 102.2 101.4 102.0 101.8 I@¥af LERRD
ecemper ........ 1.01,9 1G22 57 102.2 101.4 102.0 101.8 3L (0T 5 {07195 (0)

1941
February s.see... 102.0 102,9 102.5 101.8 102,2 102.,1 102.5 101.3
i) .o e s T1ENGT 102 .7 LoE 1@t 102.0 101.8 18252 . HOLR!
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