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I. The Mej,ng of Price Index Numbers 

Price index numbers are averages of separate price 

increases. If bread goes up 10 per cent and milk 20 per cent, the 

average increase is 15 per cent and the index number is 115. In 

practice, separate items are weighted according to their relative 

importance. In the above case, if milk purchases were twice the 

value of bread purchases, the weighted average would be 2 x 20 per cent 

for milk plus 1 x 10 per cent for bread, which adds up to 50 per cent, 

and this divided by 3 (the sum of the eights) equals 17 per cent. 

The index number would be 117. 

The following table shows in more detail how the Canadian 

general wholesale price index is constructed. Only the thirty largest 

items have been selected. The general wholesale price index contains 

approximately 500 individual prices and a variety of groupings. 
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Table 1. Selected. Wholesale Prices and Their Wejpted Averare 

• 
• • 	Unit • 
• 

• 
: 	:L935- 
• 	9 :L9 
: 	r1ce 

. 
1948 
Jç.n. 

:Price 

S 	 S 	 • 
•RelativeWei,htProduct 
: 	Price • 

$ 
Wheat No.1 Manitoba Northern 1  
Port William and Port Arthur, 
cash closinp, domestic use ....... bushel .956 1.585 165,8 10 1658.0 

Flour 1st Patent,f.o.b. Onto and barrel 
Montreal, Lake and Rail, points 2-98's 
carlots, 	domestic use 	............ cotton 5,935 8.55 144.1 5 720.5 

Bread, unwrapped. at Toronto ....... pound .055 .069 125.5 3 376.5 

Supar, standard, pranulated, 
f.o.b. 	Montreal 	.................. cwt. 4.894 7,893 161.3 3 483.9 

Potatoes, Quebec whites, Montreal.. 7b- lb. 
b' .867 2.177 251.1 1 251.1 

Hay, timothy No.2 - pood No.2 baled 
carlots at 	Toronto 	............... ton 11.103 23.00 207.2 1 207.2 

Steers, roOd up to 1050 pOUflde 
atToronto ............. ......... 	cwt, 	(.173 14.976 	242.6 	2 	485.2 

MOpS 31 Dressed., delivered off 
trucks, Toronto .................. 	cwt. 	11.967 26.15 	218.5 	1 	218.5 

Bacon, smoked, maxlrntmi weipxt, 
14 pounds at Toronto ............. pound .2564 	.551 

Milk, fluid, price paid to producers, 100 
delivered at dairy Toronto .....,. pounds 2.132 	4.00 

Butter, first grade creamery prints. 
Jobbinp price at Montreal ........ pound .263 	1695 

Grey cotton 36" wide, 4 yds. 	to 
pound, 	f.o.b. 	mill 	............... yard .0937 	.234 

Fancy worsted suiting 64's quality 
13-14 oz. per yard, 58-60" wide 
60 end.s 53 picks, per inch 2/30 
worsted yarn decorated with 2/50 
spun rayon, 	f.o.b. mill 	.......... yard 1.462 	3.479 

Newsprint paper rolls, fo.b. 
Cnadian mills (C.L) 	........,... ton 38.288 	85.44 

Spruce 1 x 6, f.o.b. mill, N.B. 	... M bd.ft. 19.604 	59.00 

Pine No.1 and 2 common 3. x 8, 
f.o,b. 	Montreal 	.. ................ 	N bd.ft. 43.362 	91.00 

	

214.9 	1 	214.9 

	

187.6 	2 	375.2 

	

264.3 	2 	528.6 

	

249.7 	2 	499.4 

	

238.0 	1 	238.0 

	

223.2 	7 	1562.4 

	

301.0 	1 	301.0 

	

209.9 	1 	209.9 





Table 1. Selected Wholesale Prices and Their Weiphted Averape (Conttd) 

• 	 a 	 • 	, 	. 	S 
• 	• 135- • 1948 • 

Unit : 1939 	Jaii. 	Re1ativ Weipht Product 
Price : Price : Price . 

$ 
Fir dimension 8181E or S4S No.1 
2x4 and 2x6 16' to wholesalers 
caricte, f.o.b. mill, B.0. ....... M bthft. .6.01 50.00 312.3 1 312,3 

Cedar shinp'les XXXXX, f.o.b. mill 	square 
western wholesale carlots 	of 4 
(Canadian funds) .................. 	biind.lea 	2.377 10.50 	441.7 	1 	441,7 

Pulp, pround.wood. No.1 air dry, 
delivered ........................ 	ton 	29.993 81.00 	270.1 	1 	270.1 

Unbleached suiphite pulp, news#rade 
air dry, f.o.b. mill ............. 	tOn 	47.049 125.00 	265,7 	1 	265,7 

Structural steel shapes, baee, 100 
f.o.b. 	cars, plant Ontario........ pounds 2.200 3.40 154.5 6 927.0 

Steel scrap,charinp box size, 
(i.e. not more than 5 ft.lonp, 
not wider than 16" and not lees 
than 	" thick, delivered at con- prose 
auminp mill in Cane4a ............ ton 12.549 23.00 183.3 1 183.3 

Wire nails, base carlote to 
jobbers, 	f.o,b. 	sellers' works, ke, of 
Ontario 	.......................... 100 lbs. 3.194 4.698 147.1 1 147,1 

Copper, electrolytic, domestic, 
carlots, 	f.o.b. 	refinery ......... 100 lbs. 10.59 21.25 200.7 2 401.4 

Lead domeatic,carlots, f.o.b. 
refinery 	......................... 100 lbs. 44.559 13.49 295.9 1 295.9 

Coal 1 American bituminous, run-of- 
mine, carlots to retailers, 
ex yard Montreal 	.................. ton 6.159 10.53 171.0 1 171.0 

Coal, bituminous, run-of-sine, 
f.o.b. 	mines, 	N.S........... .. ... ton 5.333 6.98 130.9 1 130.9 

Coal, American anthracite epp, 
carlots, 	f.o.b. 	Toronto .......... ton 10.459 14.95 142.9 1 142.9 

aeo1ine, regular grade, tank 
wagon at Toronto 	................. pallon .155 .210 135,5 3 406.5 

Sulphuric acid 66 °  tank cars, 
f,o,b. 	works Ontario 	............. ton 16.40 18.00 109.8 1 109.8 

Tireq 	synthetic balloon passenper, 
600/16 4-ply, 	first prade, f.o.b. 
branch warehouse 	...............,. each 12.407 14,30 115.3 2 230.6 

TOTALS .....................,.•.•..• ....................... 67 12766.5 
Weip.htecl Averape or Index ... .............................. 190.5 





Table 2. - 	Selected Retail Price IereaEes, 1935-39 to January. 1948 

Item 	Price i1elative 	Weight 	Product 
1935-39 to Januar', 19i2 

Milk 	............,...,..., 154.1 4.1 631,8 
Butter 	........,........•• 237.5 3.0 712.5 
Eggs 	...................... 170,8 1.4 239.1 
blade 	Ioast 	............ , 221,0 0.6 132.6 
Pork, fresh loins 	....,.., 192.0 0.8 153,6 
bacon.................... 190,6 0 18 152.5 
bread 	,.,................. 142.3 2.6 370.0 
Sugar 	.................... 151.6 0.6 9110 
Potatoes 	•.... .... ........ 232.0 0.7 162.4 

Houseflent 	•.,..,......., 119.9 9.5 1139.1 

Coal...... ........• 146.6 2.7 395.8 
Electricity 	...... .. 84.8 0,9 76.3 

Men's topcoat 	...... ...... 146.1 0.4 58.4 
it 	suit.. ..... , ...... . 187.6 1.5 281.4 
it 	socks 	.............. 154.1 0.5 77.1 
it 	shirt 	(dress) 	...... 187.0 0.3 56,.1 

Women's coat, winter ,,.., 140.3 0.5 70.1 
It 	house dress 	..,,.., 152.1 0.2 30.4 
it 	hosiery, rayon ...... 147.1 0.5 73.5 

Men's work boots 	..,,...,. 146.3 0.5 73.1 
It 
	oxfords 	............ 140.6 O3 42.2 

Women's shoes 	... ......... 156.9 0.7 109.8 

Dining room suite 	........ 172.1 0,5 86.1 
bedroom suite 	............ 201.3 0.4 80.5 
Furnishings (sheets, 

towels, 	etc.) 	.......... 183.9 1.4 257.5 

Telephone............... 103.3 1.4 144.6 

Medicines 	,..,..,........,, 114.1  1,0 114. 1  
Doctors' 	fees 	............ 121.9 1.8 219,4 
barbers' 	fees 	.........,.. 166.8 0.7 116.8 
Motor operating costs .... 122.1 3.7 451.8 
Street-car fares 	•,..,.... 104. 2  1.6 166.7 

Tobacco 	...,.....,.....,.. 1,36.4 - 3 1 0 - 	4092 

TOTALS 	.......... - 	- 48.6 7175.5 

Weighted Aver&ge or Index 	7175.5 • 	147.6 
48.6 

NOTE: 	A comniete list of items and weights is given in the Appendix. 
These give an index of 148.3 at Jaruary 2, 1948. 
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II. 	Historical Data 

The following tables and ohert show the course of 

wholesale and retail price indexes ant. their main sub-groups, 

from 1913 to the present time. They show the inflation after 

World War I and again after World War II. After the sudden and 

sharp inflation following World War I, there was a downward re- 

adjustment of prices which soon level:Led off to a plateau that 

lasted until 1929. 

In addition to the long annual series of Wholesale aEd 

Retail price indexes, there are also tables for the past 25 

months, 
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Table 3. (reneral Wholeea].e Price Index aid. Main (irollpa, 1913 to 1947 
(1926=10)) 
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* 	 • 	U) 	43 • 	 I 	 I 	 S 	U) 
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1913 ....... 64.0 58.1 70.9 58,2 63.9 68.9 98.4 56.8 63.4 
1914 ....... 65.5 64.8 72.6 56.9 60,3 67.3 94.7 53.7 65.3 
1915 ....... 70.4 75.6 74.0 58.3 56,5 73.9 106.9 52.7 68.1 
1916 ....... 8493 87.0 85.0 77.6 640 104.6 135.1 58.0 78.0 
1917 •...... 114.3 124.5 110.4 114.6 798 151.8 143.9 71.6 98.1 
1918 •...... 127.4 127.9 127.1 157.1 89.1 156.9 141.9 82.3 118.7 
1919 .,.,.., 134,0 136.1 140.8 163,8 109.6 139.1 133.5 93.6 117.5 

1920 ....... 155.9 167.0 145.1 176.5 154.4 168.4 135.5 112.2 141.5 
1921 ....... 110.0 103.5 109.6 96,0 129,4 128.0 97.0 116.6 117.0 
1922 ....... 97.3 862 9690 101,7 10€.3 104.6 97.3 107.0 105,4 
1923 ....... 98.0 83,7 95.0 116.9 11.0 115.8 95.3 104.4 104.4 
1924 ....... 99.4 89.2 91.8 117.9 10.9 111.0 94.8 104.1 102.5 
1925 •....., 102.6 100.6 100.3 112,5 10.96 104.5 10369 100.3 9906 
1926 ....... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1927 ....... 97.7 98.3 101.9 93.7 913.5 96.2 91,5 9615 98,3 
1928 ....... 96.4 93.0 108.1 94.5 93,7 93.2 92.0 92.5 9503 
1929 ....... 95.6 9116 109.0 91.3 9309 93.7 99.2 92.9 95.4 

1930 ,...,., 86.6 77,7 99.1 81.8 88,7 91.1 80.7 91.3 9208 
1931 •...... 72.1 56.9 73.9 73.4 79,1 87.4 64.6 86.5 860 
1932 •...... 66.7 54.8 59.7 69.7 6911 86.3 59.0 85.5 8319 
1933 ,...... 6791 5963 59.4 69.7 €2.8 85.4 64.3 84.4 81 1 3 
1934 .,.,.., 71,6 66.6 67,2 72.9 €5.4 87.0 64,3 86.0 81.2 
1935 •.,..•. 7291 67.3 70.4 70.2 €4.6 87.2 69.1 85.5 79.1 
1936 ....... 7496 72.6 71.8 69.7 68.5 8810 70.0 85.5 78.0 
1937 ....... 84.6 88.4 78.4 72.8 76.7 101.8 83 9 8 86.6 81.4 
1938 •...... 78.6 73.8 76.7 67.5 77.5 100.4 70.9 86.7 79.9 
1939 ....... 75.4 63.7 74.6 70.0 79.2 98.5 71.3 85.3 79.8 

1940 •...... 82.9 72.1 79.1 83.8 88.8 104.1 76.9 89.3 87.9 
1941 ....... 90.0 77.0 9261 91.0 96.0 111.3 770 95.2 9819 
1942 ....... 95,6 84.5 101.1 92.0 101.8 115.4 78.4 99.0 102.9 
1943 ..,.... 100.0 91.2 107.3 91.9 209.6 115.8 79.7 100.4 100.4 
1944 •...... 10295 95.0 106.7 91.8 1.17.9 116.9 79.7 102.4 100.1 
1945 •.,.... 103.6 97.0 107.9 91.8 1.20.0 117.1 79.8 102.0 99.4 
1946 ..,.... 108.7 97.8 114.5 97.0 .32.3 126.1 88.0 10301 95.2 
1947 ..,... 12990 115.1 131.8 128,1 162.6 137.7 124.5 113.6 108.0 
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Table 3. General Wholesale Price Index and Main (roupe, 
December, 1945 to December, 1947. 

(1926=10o 

• 	 . 	 . 	 4 	 . 	 S 	 S 	 • 	 . 

• 	 . 	 I 	 S 	 I 	 S 	 S 	 . 

• 	 I 	 I 	 • 	0, 	.4.) 	5 	 0 	 0, 
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• 	.04'. 	COPi: 	 • 	'j• 

	

• r4• 	C) 	C) 	
1.44 
	• 	0) 	• 

	

1-4: 	• 	 a) 	. 	• 
• 	0) 	• 	(DId • 	.r4 • 	.4 	+.dIdD. 	.'d 	

• 	4rk 	Xk. 
(Dol. 

• 	• 	1W2 . 	.a) • 	.0 	• 	00 	• 	4.'Q) • 	0) • 	r-I 

• 	,q2 	• 	0) 	 $ 	".4 	(D• 	 44 	• 	00).. 	0r4.e 
.... 	 • 	 E-4 	• 	14 	•.,j•' 4 Pu 	• 	XE-I• 

1945 
December •.. 	103.6 	97.0 	107.9 	91.8 	120.0 	117.1 	79.8 	102.0 	99.4 

1946 
January •.., 104.6 97.2 10803 9168 125, 117.8 8019 102.4 9507 

February ... 105.3 97,2 10902 92.2 125.4 118.2 87.8 12.4 95.7 
March ...... 105.6 97,4 109.0 95.5 N&I 118,4 87.8 102.6 95.7 
April ...... 108.4 97.8 112.7 98.2 128.3 128.8 87.8 102.9 9516 
May ........ 109.0 98.5 113.3 98.2 1315 128,8 86.9 102.7 94.4 
june ,...... 109,3 98.7 114.6 98.2 13260 128.8 86.9 102.7 94.4 
July • ... ... 109.7 99.2 115.8 98.2 131.4 128.7 89.3 102.9 94.3 
Au'ust 	..... 109.3 97.8 115.6 98.2 131.7 128.6 89,7 102.5 94.4 
September... 109.2 97.4 115.3 98.2 13118 128.9 89.7 1020 6 94.7 
October .... 111,0 97.0 119.7 98.2 13819 128.9 89.7 104.0 95.7 
November ... 111.6 97.5 119.9 96.4 141.5 128.9 8919 104.2 96.4 
December •.. 112.0 97.3 120.2 98.4 143.6 128.9 89.4 104.9 95 1 3 

1947 

January •... 114.2 97.9 122.7 100.3 147.8 131.4 97.1 105.6 9802 
Pebruary •.. 118.1 102.3 123.0 111.1 149.0 131.9 115.0 10693 103.8 
March ...... 120.4 107.2 123.6 117,6 1490 132.0 116.2 106.3 103.8 
April 	...... 122.9 110.6 124.5 121.2 153.8 133.5 115.8 10813 10319 
May ........ 125.3 111.4 128.0 123.9 161.0 133,7 115.1 111.4 103,9 
Jwe 	•...... 127.8 111,8 129.6 131.1 162.8 134,8 127.6 113.0 110.9 
July ....... 129.1 113.5 129.4 132.2 165.0 135.0 13295 114.4 110,8 
Aupiit 	..... 130.8 115.0 131.6 134.1 165.8 136.8 133.0 117.3 110.4 
September .. 133.8 122.1 135.9 134,2 166.3 137.5 134.6 117.5 112,6 
October .... 139.3 126.8 140.7 137.4 175.7 148.3 134.9 11901 11119 
November •.. 142.5 131.6 144.1 146.5 176.8 148.3 135.9 121.2 112.6 
December ... 143.5 130.7 148.9 148,1 177.7 149.3 135.8 122.6 112,8 
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Table 3. (contt ci) WholeBalo Prico Indexos and Main (h'oups, 1913-1947 

(2.926400) 

Bit1d.ing liaw and 	Fully and Canadian YarD Products 
Prothicers' Consurera1 	and 	PElrtly 	Chiefly 

Conetncb- Marn.i.- 	Maim-. 
ion 	facturo. factured. Total Field. .&nkial 

Materials Materials Material. 

1813 •., 67.7 62.0 67,0 63.0 64.0 64.1 56.4 77,0 
1914 •.. 701 621 62.3 66.2 65.6 70.2 66,4 713,3 
1915 ... 77.1 62.8 60.5 72,5 7].1 77.9 76.9 79,5 
1916 ,,, 09,7 72.2 69 1 5 136,4 04 1 6 09.0 00.8 91,4 
1917 ,.. 120,6 90,5 07.4 113.6 113,5 128.5 134.5 118,4 
1910 ... 133.3 102,7 100,7 120.3 127.7 132.6 132,0 133,6 
1019 ,.. 1.8 115,2 117.8 127.9 132,1 146.7 142.6 153.5 
1920 ... 164.3 136.1 14410 151.1 156.5 160,6 166.5 150,3 
1921 ,.. 113,3 10819 122.7 105.2 116 1 1 103.7 100.3 109.5 
1922 ,.. 98.0 96.9 100.7 94.7 100.4 80.0 01.4 99,0 
1923 ,,, 97,6 94,7 111 1 9 91.1 103 0 1 31.5 73.3 95,1 
1924 ... 99.4 94,2 106,6 94,( 10119 03.1 02,7 97.2 
19 ... 104.9 97.0 102.9 loose 1031 8 101.1 90,2 105.6 
1926 .., 100.0 10010 100 00 10011C 10000 10000 10000 100 00 
1927 .,, 90.5 95,7 96.1 9919 961 5 102,1 99.9 1059 7 
1928 •., 96.7 05,6 97.4 97,4 95.0 100.7 92,6 114.3 
1929 ,,, 96.1 94.7 99,0 97.5 93.0 100,8 93.8 112.5 
1930 .,. 82.5 89,3 90 0 0 82,2 87,3 82,3 70,0 102.9 
1931 ,.. 67,1 76,2 01,9 61.1 74,8 56,3 43,6 77,6 
1932 .,. 62.4 71.3 77.2 55,1) 69,8 48,4 41,1 60,7 
1933 ,,, 63 1 1 71 1 1 78,3 56.5 70,2 51.0 45,8 59.7 
1934 ,,, 67,0 74,1 82,5 63 9 5 73,4 59,0 53.0 67,7 
1935 ,,, 69.5 73,6 01.2 66.3 72,0 63,5 57,3 74.0 
1936 .,, 72,4 74,7 135,3 70,0 73,6 69,4 65.0 753 
1937 ,,, 86.1 79,5 94,4 84,3 00.5 0791 83.3 85,0 
1930 ... 75,0 77.2 3911 72.7 78,2 75,6 69.0 01.3 
1939 .,. 70.4 75,9 139,7 67.5 75,3 64,3 54.2 01,2 
1940 •,, 78.7 03.4 95,6 75,3 81,5 67,6 56.0 85 1 8 
1041 4., 831 6 91.1 107,3 8148 08.0 72,8 59.0 95.9 
1942 ... 08.3 95,6 115.2 901 910 9 85,0 70,6 109.3 
1943 .,. 96.1 97,0 121.2 99.1 93.1 97.9 34.7 120.0 
1944 ... 99.9 97.4 127,3 1040 93,6 107.1 90.6 121,3 
1945 ... 100,7 913.1 137,3 106,6 94,0 109,7 101,7 123,0 
1946 ,.. 105,7 1011 1 134,3 109.5 90 13 111 1  101.0 133 1 1 
1.947 ,.. 129.1 116.9 166,1 130,4 117,2 120,1' 185,9' 143,9 

vA 

X Excludes wheat payment not yet notifio&, 





Table 3 (Cont' d.,), - WHOL!SALZ PR! CiP,  I NDZXS AIM MAIN GROUPS 

Baw and 	Yully and - 
Pro— 	Cone- 	Biild.ing 	Part1' 	Chiefly 	Canadian Farm Products 
thic e re 	sie rs' 	and Con- 
GOOdS 	 struetton factured. factured. Total Yield Animal 

Materials Good s 	Goods 	- 

January ,., 102,1 97.8 128 9 1 106.0 95,3 109,8 100.4 125.0 
February ,. 103.4 98,1 128 1 5 106,9 95,5 110,3 100.9 126.0 
March ,..,. 103.6 991 0 128,6 107.0 96.0 1109 3 100,9 126.1 
April •.,,, 105,1 100.9 135.2 103,2 98 9 6 110.7 101.2 126 0 5 
My •,,,,,, 105,8 101,0 1359 2 109,1 98,6 111,5 101,9 127.7 
June ...... 106.4 101,4 1359 2 109.8 90,7 112,7 1024 130,5 
July ,.,.,. 106,2 102.1 1340 7 110,2 98,9 113,8 103,7 130,6 
August ,,.. 105.9 101.6 135,0 108 1 6 99,6 111 0 5 100,9 129,3 
September • 105,9 101.5 135,8 100,2 99,8 110 9 9 100.0 129,2 
October ,,, 107,4 103,1 1370 6 112 1,3 101 1,4 113,3 9e9 1359 3 
ovember ,, 100,1 103,3 140,9 113.5 101.4 113.3 100,0 137,1 

December ,. 103.9 103,1 141.7 113,6 101,7 113,9 100.1 137,0 

1947 
January ,.. 111.3 104,1 148,3 115,2 103.7 114.4 100.1 130.3 
Yebrxary ,. 117,4 107 9,2 151 0 5 119.4 106 6 8 115.5 100,0 1400 1 
March,,,.. 121,2 108.6 1510 5 123,8 107 9 7 116.4 101,7 141.0 
April ,,,,, 123,6 110 1 8 152.4 125,6 111,3 116 9 9 101 0 7 1429 4 
may ,,,,,,, 1259 6 112,5 160,2 128,1 113,4 113.5 103.6 143 9 4 
June ,..,,, 120,5 116,5 164.0 129,3 115,6 119.2 104.1 144,4 
July ...,.. 129.4 117,5 165.5 131,0 116.2 120.1 106.6 142.7 
August .,.. 131.4 118,9 167.7 133,1 117.1 1209 0 106.3 142,8 
September • 135,0 121,6 170 9 8 133,5 123,0 120.4 107,4 142 9 2 
October •,, 139,8 124,7 1859 4 138,6 127,5 1229 9 109,5 145,2 
November ,, 142.4 130.0 186.9 142,5 131.4 126.5 114.0 147,5 
December ,. 143.3 130,3 109,2 145,1 132,0 130,7 115,1 156,8 

/0 





Table 4. - Cost-ofLiving Index a nd Lliin Groups, 1913 to 1947 
(1935-.193100) 

Fuel and 	 Hoxnefurnishings 
Year 	 Total 	Food 	Rent 	Lighting 	Clothing 	and., Miscellaneous 

Index 	Index 	Index 	Index 	Index 	 Index 

1913 79.1 89.1 74.3 77.1 87.4 
1914 79.7 92.2 72.1 75.1 88.3 
191$ •es• ....... 1 80.7 93.7 69.8 73.8 96.4 
1916 87.0 103.9 70.6 75.4 109.8 
1917 owso,00eoo.00 102.4 134.3 75.8 83.8 129.1 
1918 115.6 154.2 80.0 92.6 151.0 
1919 126.5 164.8 8743 100.7 173.6 
1920 ..... 145.4 189.5 100.1 120.2 211.9 
1921 129.9 145.5 109.4 128.1 172.0 
1922 12.4 123.3 114.0 122.7 145.7 
1923 120.7 124.1 116.9 122.5 143.8 
1924 118.8 121.6 117.4 118.9 140.8 
1925 ............ 119.8 127.2 117.4 116.8 140.3 
1926 . ........ o.o 121.8 133.3 115.9 11608 139.1 
1927 .......•.•.• 119.9 13018 114.5 114.4 135.6 
1928 120.5 131.5 117.3 113.2 135.5 
1929 121.7 134.7 119.7 112.6 134.8 
1930 120.8 131.5 122.7 111.8 13016 
1931 109.1 103.1 119.4 110.0 1143 
1932 0.0 109.7 106.8 100.6 
1933 94.4 84.9 98.6 102.5 93.3 
1934 95.6 92.7 93.1 102.1 97.1 

1935 ............ 96.2 94.6 94.0 10019 97.6 
1936 ............ 98.1 97.8 96.1 101.5 99.3 
1937 ............ 101.2 103.2 99.7 98.9 101.4 
1938 ............ 102.2 103.8 103.1 97.7 100.9 
1939 ............ 101.5 100.6 103.8 101.2 100.7 
1940 ............ 105.6 105.6 106.3 107.1 109.2 
1941 ............ 111.7 116.1 109.4 110.3 116.1 
1942 ............ 117.0 127.2 111.3 112.8 120.0 
1943 ............ 118.4 130.7 111.5 112.9 120.5 
1944 ............ 118.9 131.3 110.6 111.9 121.5 
1945 ............ 119.5 133.0 107.0 112.1 122.1 
1946 ............ 123.6 140.4 112.7 107.4 12.3 

947 ............ 135.5 159.5 116.7 115.9 14 ,9 

69.6 
69.6 
70.0 

74.1 
80.7 
90.3 

100.0 
109.3 
111.4 
111 • 4 
110.7 
108.6 
106.5 
106.1 
105.1 
104.8 
105.0 
105.4 
LIJO. 
100.4 
98.2 
97.8 

Retail Pricea 
Home ]sce1- Index 

furnishings laneous (Commodities) 

Index Index only 

95.4 98.7 9509 
97.2 99.1 9801 

101.5 100.1 102.0 
102.4 101.2 102.8 
101.4 101.4 101.0 
107.2 102.3 106.6 
11318 105.1 114.9 
117.9 107.1 122.4 
11800 10800 124.5 
118.4 108.9 125.2 
11940 109.4 126.2 
124.5 112.6 132.1 
141.6 117.0 148.8 
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Table 4e Cost-of-. 	 and Main Groups, 1913 to 1947 - Contid. 
93 5-19310O 

Retail Prices 
Fuel and Home Mis cel- Index Year 	 Total 	Food 	Rent 	Lighting 	Clothing furnishing3 1aneou (Commodities) 

Index 	Index 	Index 	Index 	Index Index Index only 
1945 - 

December 	.. 	120.1 	134.3 	112.3 	107.1 	122.5 119.5 109.6 127.0 

January 	... 119.9 132.8 112.3 107.1 122.6 119.5 110.9 12603 
February 	.. 119.9 132.5 112.3 107.1 122.7 120.1 11019 126.2 
?i&irch 	.... 120.1 133.1 112.3 107.2 123.1 120.4 110.9 126.7 
April 	.... 120.8 13501 112.3 107.2 123.2 120.7 111.0 127.8 
May 	...... 122.0 137.7 112.6 107.2 123.7 122.1 111.5 129.5 
June 	..... 123.6 142.1 112.6 107.2 124.3 122.4 112.1 132.1 
July 	..... 125.1 144.2 112.6 107.2 126.4 125.1 113.7 134.4 
August 	... 125.6 144.7 112.6 107.2 127.6 127.0 113.8 135.1 
September .. 125.5 143.2 112.6 107.2 129.6 128.4 113.9 135.0 
October 	.. 126.8 14645 113.4 107.3 130.2 128.8 113.9 136.9 
November 	.. 127.1 146.6 113.4 108.6 131.1 129.2 114.1 137.5 
December 	.. 127.1 146.4 133.4 109.2 131.2 129.4 U4,]. 3.37.2 

I OA '7 -  
January 2 .. 127.0 145.5 113.4 109.0 151.5 12908 114.7 156.9 )'ebruar7 3. • 127.8 147.0 113.4 109.1 15119 130.9 115.5 157.9 

.rch 1 	.. 128.9 148.7 113.4 109.1 133.1 133.6 116.0 139.4 
April 1 	.. 130.6 151.6 113.4 109.1 136.9 137.2 116.3 142.2 
May 1 	.... 133.1 154.9 115.4 116.2 140.0 138.6 116.8 145.2 
June 2 	... 134.9 157.7 117.8 116.7 142.4 139.8 117.1 147.4 
July 2 	... 135.9 159.8 117.8 117.3 143.2 142.5 117.2 149.1 
August 1 	.. 136.6 160.6 117.8 118.6 145.5 143.7 117.2 150.2 
September 2. 139.4 165.3 117.8 121.1 152.0 147.4 117.5 154.7 
October 1 .. 142.2 171.3 119.9 121.9 154.2 149.9 117.6 158.5 
November 1 • 143.6 173.6 119.9 122.6 157.0 151.4 118.2 160.6 
December 3. . 146.0 178,7 119.9 120.3 159.3 154.9 119.8 164.4 1948 	January 2 .. 148.3 182.2 11919 120.4 161.2 158.4 122.6 

X 	Sinoe June 24, 1942, addjtjoal taxes on toba cco products have not been reflected in the a bove indexes 
origina Uy established for cost-of-living bonus calculations. 	The December 1, 1947 index, I nc1uive of 
all such additional taxes is 146.8. 





The following table ehow5 that price increasos have not 

gono as far in Canada as they have in the TJnitod, Statos or the 

Unitet Kingdom, They have oxceode thso of Australia, Wow 

Zealand. and South Africa, 
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Table 5. 'Tholesale and Retail Price Lnd.exes in Canad.a, 
United States, United Kin€don, kustralia, 
New Zealand and South Africa, l)35-39=100 

a. W1io1ealg Price Ind.exee 

Dcer.ber Latest Date 
1945.  

Canada 100 15 136 (Dec. 1 47) 

United States 100 10 201 (Dec. 1 47) 

United Xindoin 100 i?1 205 (Dec. 1 47) 

Australia 100 144 150 (Oct. 1 47) 

Now Zealand 100 1151 161 (.ig. 47) 

South Mrica 100 159 176 (Oct. 147)  

b. Retail (Coet-of-Livjn) Price Ixid.pxee 

1935-39 December Latest Date 
1945  

Canada 100 120 148 (Jan. 148)  

United States 100 130 165 (Nov. 1 47) 

United Kingdor 100 153 163 (Nov. 1 47) 

Australia 100 L29 136 (Sept. 1 47) 

Now Zealand 100 24 127 (Sept. 47) 

South Africa 100 :137 145 (Oct. 1 47) 

X The United Kingd.on Oost of I4ving Index was discontinued in June, 1947, 
and a new index called "Retail Pricee Index" was begun at that date. 
The above figires are based upon an arti1e in the London. and Cambridge 

CnQEiC Service, August, 1947, p.75. 
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IV. - Recent Price Increases 

Table 6 shows price increases from December, 1945 to 

the present time, for a selected list of wholesale coimnodities 

and price groups. The present standings of these groups, on the 

alternative base. of 1926=100 and 19391'30, are given at the 

foot of each column. 

Table 6(a) shows the number of points that each sub-

group in the Wholesale Price Index contributed to the over-all 

rise of 39 points since December, 1945. 

Table 7 shows the sub-soups of the cost of living index 

at December, 1945, and at January, 1948, with the percent increase 

from December 1945 to January, 1948. 

Table 7(a) shows the number of points that each sub-

group in the Oost-of-Living Index contributed to the over-all rise 

of 28 points since December, 1945, 

Table 8 shows individual retail food prices at January, 

1948, in terms of their Dominion average, for independent stores 

(not chain stores); together with their increase since August, 

1939 and since December, 1945. 

1 
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Table 6 - Wholesale Price Index Numbers of Se1cted Commodities and Conunodity Grop! 

Deoember, 1945 to January, 1948 

19 	MEAT PRODUCTS 

Beef Hogs Ho6e 
Carcass Veal Montreal, Montreal, 
Montreal, Carcass Toronto, Toronto, 

Steers Toronto, 	CalvEs Toronto, Winnipeg Winnipeg 
Toronto, Winnipeg, 	Toronto, Montreal, Bonus Bonus 
Winnipeg Vancouver Winni2e& Winnipeg Included Excluded 

1945 - December 	100.0 10010 	100.0 100,0 100.0 10010 

1946 - January 101.3 10000 104,5 100.0 103.5 103.9 

February 103.3 100.0 105.1 100.0 103.4 1.03.7 

March 103.9 100.0 103.5 100.0 99.7 99.8 
April 104.0 100.0 101.4 100.0 105.4 109.5 
May 107.1 100.0 102.0 100.0 107.7 112.0 
June 116.7 107.7 99.9 100.0 111.1 115.7 
July 111.2 107.5 95.0 100.0 110.8 115.5 
August 105.9 102.0 96.5 100.0 112.1 11668 
September 104.6 102.0 96.5 100.0 111.8 116.5 

October 104.4 102.0 96.5 100.0 107.3 111.6 

November 105.4 102.0 9c.3 100.0 107.9 112.3 
December 107.9 102.0 10.1 100.0 110.7 115.3 

YEAR 106.3 102.1 100.7 100.0 107.7 111.0 

1947 - January 114.6 102.0 106.3 100.0 116.0 121.0 

February 118.9 102.0 109.0 100.0 116.4 121.4 

March 120.7 10619 10'.8 100.0 116.3 121.3 

April 125.1 106.9 1013.0 100.0 116.8 121.9 

May 127.0 106.9 10s.0 100.0 116.7 121.8 

June 129.2 106.9 104.7 100.0 116.8 121.9 

July 122.0 106.9 100.3 100.0 118.0 123.2 

August 118.7 106.9 103.4 100.0 119.7 125.0 

September 117.3 106.9 102.4 100.0 124.4 130.0 

October 115.4 10619 101.7 100.0 120.9 126.2 

November 114.7 109.1 103.4 127.9 122.6 128.1 

December 121.1 112.5 111.3 128.2 123.5 129.0 

YEkR 120.4 106.8 104.9 104.7 119.0 124.3 

1948 	JanUary 127.8 123.7 15.5 143.0 139.0 145.7 

	

1926 : 100, to 	224.5 	21401 	166.0 	161.3 	150.4 	146.6 
January, 1948 

	

1939 a 100, to 	232,2 	206.7 	214.3 	209.2 	220.5 	215.0 

January, 1946 
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Table 6 (ont'd) Wh1eale Price Index Numbers of Selected Commodities 
and Commodity Groups 

December, 1945 to January, 1948 

1, 	Meat Products 	(Continued) 

Pork Carcass Lamb Carcass Lard 
Montreal, Montreal, (Montreal 
Toronto, Lambs Toronto, Toronto Tall.w 
Winnipeg, Toronto, Winnipeg, Winnipeg 
Vancouver Winnipeg Vancouver Vancouv), 

1945 - 	 ecember 100.0 100 6 0 100.0 100,0 100 00 

1946 - 3anuair 100 10 104.2 100 1 0 100 1 0 100 10 
Febr'ry 100.0 99 1 2 100.0 100.0 100 0 0 
March 10040 99.1 100.0 100.0 100.0 
April 112 1 2 104.1 100.0 11011 100 00 
May 112.2 108.7 100.0 110 0 1 100.0 
June 112,2 110.2 114.4 110.1 100,0 
July 112.2 113.3 114.4 110.1 100,0 
Augunt 112.2 104,2 114.4 110.1 10010 
September 112.2 99.1 100.0 110 11 100.0 
October 112.2 98 1 9 10010 11011 100 1 0 
November 112,2 101.7 100.0 110.1 100 1 0 
December 112.2 106.3 100 1 0 11011 100.0 

YEAR 10912 104.1 103.6 107.6 100.0 

1947 - January 118.1 106.2 10010 1470 10010 
February 121.3 103,6 10010 147,0 104.0 
March 121,3 107.7 10010 147.0 104.0 
Ap'i1 121.3 108.2 100 1 0 147.0 146.9 
May 121.3 110.8 101 1 2 149.0 14619 
June 121,3 120.3 10441 147.0 146.9 
July 121.3 116,8 109 1 9 147 1 0 146,9 
August 121.3 112,0 111.8 147.0 146.9 
September 129.4 106.2 112.2 147.0 146.9 
October 129,4 101,6 110 1 9 147.0 146,9 
November 134.8 100.7 115.2 147.0 146.9 
December 135.0 106.5 122.9 147.0 146.9 

YEAR 124.7 108,4 107.3 147.0 13518 

1948 	January 166,3 118,6 '135.1 147 1 0 181.1 

1926 tlO0, to 
January 1948 149.0 136.9 140.2 119,4 181 1 1 

1939 -100, to 
Yanuary 1948 224.7 181.6 191,5 237.8 379.6 

If 



I 
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Table 6 	(cent'd) - Wholesale Price Index Numbers of Selected Commodities. 
and Commodity Groups 

December, 194%1,  to January, 1948 

2. 	DAIRY PRODUCTS 3. FISH 4. 	CANNED GOODS 

Milk Butter Canned Canned 
Fluid Composite Fish Fruits Vegetables 

(15 Cities) (6 Cities) 

1945 - Deocmber 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 10010 

1946 - January2 99.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
February 100.9 100.0 102.9 100.0 100.0 
March 100,9 100.0 101.4 105.2 10010 
April 101.0 110.8 106.1 105.2 10010 
May 10100 109.1 110.0 109.6 100.0 
June 100,8 106.5 110.0 109.6 102.7 
July 10018 110.0 110.6 11519 10207 
August 100.8 110.6 115.5 11800 118.8 
September 10008 110.7 115.5 11810 122.5 
October 335,7 110.8 115.5 118.0 1224 
November 137.3 11008 11595 118.0 122.5 
December 137.3 11008 122.6 11810 122.5 

YEAR 109.8 107 0 5 110.5 111.4 109 9 5 

1947 - January 137.4 110.8 122.6 11810 12205 
February 137.5 11008 120.2 118.0 122.5 
!.roh 137.8 110 0 8 116.3 118 1 0 122.5 
April 1384 110 1 8 11508 125.0 122.5 
May 138.0 136.3 111.3 125.0 12205 
June 13813 138.6 117.5 125.0 1220 
July 138.4 13903 115.2 125 1 0 122.5 
August 138.4 151.3 117 9 0 127.9 124.2 
September 138.4 167.1 117.0 136.0 124.2 
October 138.5 161.8 131.1 142.1 148.7 
November 142.1 165.4 13201 144.7 148.7 
December 355,7 180.5 13291 148 0 8 149.7 

YEAR 139.9 140.3 120.7 129.4 129.3 

1948 -January 361.8 186.4 135.1 148.8 148.7 

1926 - 100 to 

January, 1948 	 167.5 	370.4 	176.6 	111.3 	120.3 

1939 	100 to 
Jar, 1948 	195.4 	Z79.3 	240.3 	170.4 	16802 
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Table 6.(cont'd) - Wholesale Price Index 	 S 

December, 1945 to January, 1948 

5, Cerea).s and Starches 6. 	Beverages 
Flour 'nj.. Green 

1st Patent Bread Potatoes ulal;ed Tea Coffee Cocoa Salt 
Toronto  7 Cities ir _____ ______ Beans 

1945 - December - 10010 100.0 100,0 100.0 100 1 0 10000 100.0 100.0 

1946 - January 100.0 100.0 102,7 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1000 0 
February 100.0 100,0 102,9 10C,0 100.0 100 1 0 100.0 100.0 
March 100 1 0 100.0 105.7 100.0 1000 0 10010 1001 0 10080 
April 100.0 100 1 0 108.1 100.0 100.0 10010 10010 1001 0 
May 100,0 100.0 110.6 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 100,0 
June 100,0 100.0 115.6 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 
July 100.0 100.0 134.9 103.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 10010 
August 100.0 10010 98 0 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1004 0 
September 100.0 100.0 93.0 1C0.0 100 1 0 100 1 0 100.0 1006 0 
October 100.0 100,0 74.8 1(0.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 
November 100.0 100.0 717 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 
December 100.0 100.0 71.8 100.0 10010 100.0 100.0 100.0 

YEAR 100.0 10010 98.3 10.0 10010 10010 100.0 10010 

1947 	January 100.0 10010 73 0 0 100.0 115.5 118,2 10010 10010 
February 100.0 100.0 759 1 100.0 115.5 118.2 100.0 100.0 
March 100.0 100.0 77.6 2.00.0 115.5 118.2 100.0 10010 
April ... 100.0 1001 0 77.4 114.5 115.5 118.2 235,0 100.0 
May 100.0 100.0 95.9 124.5 115.5 116.2 235,0 100.0 
June 100.0 10010 100.3 114,5 115.5 118,2 235.0 100.0 
July 100,0 100.0 129.9 114,5 115.5 118.2 235.0 100.0 
August 100.0 1001 0 106.2 114,5 133.9 131.9 315.0 122.9 
September 182.6 10010 91.1 114.5 133.9 131.9 315.0 122.9 
October 182.6 131 1 8 86.9 114.5 133.9 131.9 5139 0 122.9 
November 182,6 131.6 104,5 129.0 133.9 131.9 453.0 122.9 
December 179.7 131.6 113.9 114.5 133,9 136,5 423.1 122.9 

YEAR 127.3 107.9 94.3 112.1 123.1 124.4 271.6 109.5 

1948 - January 174.4 131,6 118,9 114,5 133,9 137,8 440.1 122.9 

1926=100, to 
January, 198 100.3 113.7 125.2 132.5 15963 151.0 706.3 160.5 

1939100, to 
January, 1948 177.5 135.8 214.8 154.4 170.2 225 9 4 1133.7 147.7 
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Table 6 (cont'd) - Wholesale Price Index Numbers of Selected Comntoditiee 
and Commodity GroupE 

December, 1945 to January, 1948 

7 • TXTILKS, F0O'lWEAR LND LEAER 

Boots Hidea 
Cotton Rayon Wool and and Leather 
Textiles Textiles Cloth Shoes Skins  

1945 - Oecether 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 100.0 10010 100.0 

1946 - January 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 100 1 0 
February 100.0 103.9 100.0 101.7 100.0 100.0 
March 110.9 103.9 10010 101.7 100.0 100.0 
April 110.9 103.9 108.2 101.7 100 10 100.0 
May 110 1 9 103.9 108.2 101.7 10010 10010 
June 110.9 103.9 108.2 101.6 100.0 100.0 
July 110.9 103.9 108.2 103.7 100.0 100.0 
August 110.9 103.9 108.2 103.7 100.0 10010 
September 110.9 103,9 108.2 104.7 100.0 100.0 
October 110.9 103.9 108.2 105.4 100 1 0 100,0 
November 110.9 103,9 108.2 105.4 100.0 100.0 
December 11019 103.9 108.2 107.5 100.0 100.0 

YEAR 109.1 103.6 106.1 103.2 100.0 10010 

1947 - January 110.9 103.9 108.2 107.5 100.0 10010 
February 114.6 103.9 115.3 115.1 121.6 117.1 
March 144.6 114.2 123.2 115.1 121.6 117.1 
April 144.6 123.8 130.9 115.1 121.6 117.1 
May 144.6 123.8 134.6 115.1 121.6 117.4 
June 158.9 123.8 136.9 118.6 121.6 117.4 
July 159.3 127.9 139.0 118.6 122.6 117.4 
August 159.3 127.9 150,2 120.1 122.6 117.4 
September 159.3 127.9 151,3 121.9 122.6 127.1 
October 159.3 127.9 153.2 143.9 179.5 177.2 
November 184.4 137.4 153.2 152.6 185.6 179.2 

December 187.5 137,4 153.6 153.9 185.6 179.2 

YEAR 154.8 123,4 137.5 124.9 135.6 132.0 
Not 

1948 - January 187.5 137.4 158.8 153.4 178.8 available 

1926 : 100 to 
January, 1948 154.7 94.7 165.ri , 167.1 173.4 

1939 • 100 to 
January, 1948 218.2 172.2 215.E 180.1 216.8 
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Table 6 (cont'd) - Who1ea1e Price Index Numbers of Selected Commodities 
and Commodity Gro ups  

Decnber, 1945 to January, 1948 

B. Petroleum Products 9. FertiliZers 

Industrial Gaseline Ammonia 
Crude Oil Light Fuel 7 Cities Nitrate Ferti1izeB 

011  

1945 - Deanber 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 100 10 

1946 	January 100 1 0 100 1 0 10010 100.0 100 10 
February 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 
March 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
April 103.5 100 10 10.4 100.0 100 1 0 
May 103.5 100.0 10.4 100.0 100.0 
June 103,5 100.0 102.4 100 1 0 100.0 
July 94.2 100,0 10.4 10010 100.0 
August 107.2 100.0 102 4 4 10010 101.9 
September 107.2 100 1 0 102,4 100 1 0 101 1 9 
October 107.2 100 1 0 102 0 4 100.0 10119 
Novnber 112.4 100.0 10.4 100.0 10119 
Decnbe1' 112.4 100.0 10:.4 100.0 102.6 

YM 104.3 100 10 101,9 100.0 10018 

1947 - January 112.4 105.7 101,3 10010 102.6 
February 112.4 105.7 104.3 100.0 102 1 6 
March 112.4 105.7 10.3 100.0 102.6 
April 125.5 117.0 111.4 100 1 0 02,6 
May 125.5 117 1 0 111.4 100.0 102.6 
June 125.5 117 1 0 111,4 100 1 0 102.6 
July 125,5 128.5 111.4 120.1 102.6 
August 125.5 128.5 111.4 131.2 1151 9 
septnber 125.5 128.5 111.4 131.2 120.5 
October 136.2 128,5 111.4 147 1 8 123.5 
Novber 136 1 2 142.1 116.9 147.8 125.4 
December 162,4 142.1 117.4 147.8 126,2 

YEAR 125,9 122,2 110.6 11918 110.9 

1948 - January 162.4 164,8 127.6 142.4 124,2 

1926 100, te 
Tnuary,1948 136.1 153,9 E10.9 106,4 10 18 

1939 sloo, to Not 
nuatr, 1948 187.7 190,7 134.4 Avail- 125,1 

able 
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rb1u 6 (cont%d) - Wholesale Price Inlex Numbers of Selected Qoininod,jtje 
d Commodity Grs 

Decembor, 1945 to January 1948 

Ildm 	12b'VEZTABI 
16. FMS I(ACINERY OILS 

0at, 
Gluten Noel. Farm Veetab1e 
Feed Bran Shorts Feed lAachinel'y 0118 - 

1 945 Deeenber 100,0 10010 100,0 100 1 0 100.0 100 00 

1946 - January 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 100.0 100 10 100 00 
February 100.0 100.0 10010 100.0 100 1 0 10010 
4rch 10010 100 1 0 100.0 li0.0 100 110 100.0 

Apr11 10010 100 1 0 100.0 100.0 105.5 10000 
May 100 1 0 10010 10010 100.0 105.5 10010 
June 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 105,5 100.0 
July 100.0 10010 100.0 100.0 105.5 10010 
August 1(0 1 0 10010 10040 100.0 105,5 120.0 
September 100 0 0 100.0 10010 10010 105.5 120.0 
October 100,0 100 1 0 10010 100.0 105.5 120.0 
November 100,0 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 105.5 120.0 
December 100.0 100 1 0 100 1 0 100.0 105.5 120,0 

YEAR 100.0 10010 100.0 100.0 104.1 108.4 

1947 - January 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 10010 108.5 
February 100.0 10010 10010 100.0 108.5 155 0 3 
March 100,0 100.0 100.0 111.6 108.5 155.3 
Apr11 1040 105.3 105,0 126.1 108.5 155.3 
May 104,5 105,3 105.0 126.1 108.5 155.3 
June 104.5 105,3 105.0 126.1 108.5 166.6 
July 104.5 106.2 106.0 126.1 108.5 166,6 
August 104.5 105.3 105.0 126,1 108.5 166.6 
Septembe' 169.1 146.9 145.0 126.1 108.5 196,8 
October 169,1  146.9 145.0 140.5 108. 19702 
November 169.1 146.9 145.0 165.5 108,5 188,9 
December 169,1 167.7 173.0 160.2 108.5 190.8 

YEAR 125.0 119,7 119.5 127.9 108.5 167.9 
not 

1948 - January 169.1 188.6 193.0 166.0 available 193.1 

1926 noo, to 
January, 194B 134.1 157.3 157.3 187.9 244.8 

1939 	100, to 
January, 1948 219.8 201.2 203.0 312.1 384.9 
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Table 6 (cont'd) - 

1945 - December 

1946 Tanuary 
Febrry 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
Sept ember 
October 
November 
iDe o ember 

YEAR 

1947 - January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
Septber 
Oet.ber 
November 
Decexylb er 

1948 - January 

1926 zlO0 to 
Jnuary 194:8 

1939 100 to 
anuary 1948 

esale Price Index Numbers of ,  Selected C.lnmoditiQ3 
and CoTumodity Groups 

December, 1946 to Janua:y, 1948 

13, BUILDI} 1t:cA1.s 

Building Prepared 

Materials Lnnber Pine Epr,.iae Cedar Fir int 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 

100,6 100 0 9 100.0 101 03 103,4 100.0 100.0 

100.9 101.2 100.0 101.3 106,0 100.0 100.0 

101.0 101.2 100.0 101.3 106,0 100.0 100.0 
106.2 107.2 107.6 105.0 113.1 108.0 1004 
106.2 107,2 107.6 105.0 113.1 108.0 100,0 
106.2 107,2 107,6 105,0 113,1 108.0 100.0 

10518 106.1 107.6 105.0 105.4 108.0 100 90 
106.7 106.1 107.6 105,0 105.4 108,0 100,0 
106.7 106,1 107.6 105.0 105.4 108.0 100.0 

10811 1075 107.6 105 4 0 114.7 108.0 108.1 
110.7 111.7 107.6 105.0 144,0 108.0 108.1 
111.3 111.7 107.6 105.0 144.0 108.0 108,1 

105.9 106.2 105.7 104,1 114.5 106.0 102.1 

116.5 118.1 107.6 107.9 182.7 108.0 129.9 
119.0 120.2 107.6 107.9 198.2 108.0 129.9 

119.0 120,2 107,6 107.9 198.2 108.0 129.9 

119.7 120.2 107.6 107.9 198.2 108.0 129.9 

125.8 131.6 107.6 107.9 199.4 160.7 129. 
128.8 134.5 116.6 116.0 176.2 160.7 129.9 
130 1 0 135,5 116.€ 116.0 180.1 160.7 129.9 
131,7 138,2 116,6 116.0 191,6 160.7 129.9 

134,2 139.3 116.6 116.0 199,4 160.7 147.8 
145.7 157.8 135,4 121.7 220.7 206.9 147.8 

14.8 160.3 135. 127.2 220.7 206,9 147.8 
148.6 162.1 135.4 127.2 220.7 215.0 147.8 

130.5 136.5 117.5 114.9 198,9 155.3 135.9 

not available 161,2 135,,4 127.2 213.0 216 9 6 147. 

258,8 201.9 228.4 374,4 312,7 112.8 

275.3 195,5 262.5 338.2 328,8 163.7 
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Table 6 (cont'd) - Wholesale Price Index Nuithers oT Selected Goimnodities 
and Commodity Groups  

December 1  1945 to January, 1948 

13. 	BUILDING MATERIALS (Continued) 

Brick 
Structural Sand Stucco 

Steel Window Cement and and 
Nails Shapes G1ss (5 Cities) Gravel Sewer Pipe 

1945 - December 10010 10000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

1946 - January 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 101.3 100.0 
February 111.5 100.0 100.() 100.0 101.3 100.0 
March 111.5 100.0 100.0 100 1 0 101.3 10010 
April 118.0 114.6 100.0 100.0 99.3 100.0 

May 118.0 114.6 100.3 10010 100.7 100.0 

June 118.0 114.6 100.0 10010 100.7 100.0 

July 118.0 114.6 100.0 99.9 100.7 100.0 
August 118.0 114.6 100.0 99.9 100.7 100.0 
September 118.0 114.6 100110 99.9 100.7 100.0 
October 118.0 114,6 10010 99.9 100.7 108.2 
November 118.0 114.6 100.0 99.9 100.7 108.2 
December 11810 114.6 100.0 99.9 110.0 113.7 

YEAR 115.5 110.9 100.0 100.0 101.6 102.5 

1947 - January 118.0 114.6 10C.0 99.9 110.0 114.4 
February 118.0 114.6 100.0 102.4 115.2 114,4 

March 118.0 114.6 100.0 102.4 115.2 114.4 

April 118.0 114.6 100.0 104.3 109.3 114.4 

May 118.0 114.6 100.0 104.3 109.3 114.4 

June 134.5 114,6 100.0 104.3 109.3 117.3 
July 134.5 114.6 104.9 104.3 114.7 117.4 

August 134.5 114.6 104.9 107.0 114.7 117.4 

September 134.5 114.6 1C4.9 107.0 11*.7 117.4 

October 142.7 123.7 104.9 107.0 114.7 117.4 

November 142.7 123.7 104.9 107.3 118.6 117.4 
December 142.7 123.7 104.9 112.0 124.5 117.4 

YEAR 129.7 116.9 1)2.5 105.2 114.2 116.1 

1948 - January 142.7 123.7 104.9 112.5 124.5 117.4 

1926 z 100, to 

January, 1948 133.7 149.9 170.6 118.2 112.3 1281 

1939 a 100 1  to 
January, 1940 142.7 153.0 180.1 122.2 132.3 14910 
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Table 6(a) - Point Changes in the General Wholesale Price Index 
December 1945 toecbr1P7 

(The 39.6 point rise from December, 1945 to December 1947 is broken down to show the 
contribution of groups and sub groups to this total) 

Point 	Point 
Dec. 	Dec. 	Increase 	 Coztri- 
1945 	1947 	 Weight 	butions 

Decrease 

TOTAL COMPONENT 103.9 143.5 39.6 1000 JEL6 

I. Vepetab1e Products 97.0 1307 33.7 303 10.1 
FruIts 125.5 124.9 - 	 .6 - - 

Fresh 139.2 125.6 -13.6 9 -11 

Dried 93.7 134.4 40.7 1 - 

Canned 74.8 111.3 36,5 1 
Grains 91.5 127.4 35.9 114 491 
Flour and Milled Products 79.1 12E.0 46.9 51 2.4 
Bakery Products 86.8 114.1 27.3 27 0.7 
Vegetable Oils 126.8 241.9 115.1 6 0.7 
Rubber and Its Products 75.7 71.7 - 4.i 24 - 

Sugar and Its Products 
and Glucose 120.7 140.3 19.6 27 0.5 

Tea,coffee, cocoa and 
spices 114.8 205.5 90.7 9 0.8 

Vegetables 107.8 129.2 21.4 - 

Onions 185.5 217.3 31,8 1 
Potatoes 105.3 119.9 14.6 12 12 
Canned Vegetables 80.9 1:20.3 39.4 4 0,2 

Tobacco 73.3 31.1 7.8 4 - 

Miscellaneous Vegetable 
Products 109.9 146.6 36.7 10 0.4 

T.I.Anjmals and Their Products 108.9 148.9 40.0 160 6. 
Fishery Products 130.7 :72.7 42.0 15 0. 
Furs 106.5 65,1 -41.4 5 -0 1 2 
Hides and Skins 97.0 180.0 83.0 2 0.2 
Leather 111.9 200.5 88.6 2 0.2 
Boots amri Shoes 103.9 167.6 58.7 10 0.6 
Livestock 148.8 181'0 32.2 5 011 
Meats anu Poultry 115.2 139.3 24.1 - - 

Fresh Meats 136.5 162.1 25.6 21 0.5 
Cured Meats 92.0 122.5 33.5 22 0,7 
Poultry 110.7 91.6 -19.1 4 - 

Milk andlts,Producta 101.3 162.1 61.1 55 3.4 
Oils and Fats 84.0 123.5 39.5 7 0.2 
Eggs 92.3 106.1 13.8 12 011 

M. Fibres, Textiles and Textile 
Products 91.8 148.1 56.3 90 - 5.0 
Cotton yarns and threads 6.5 143.1 46.8 3 .2 
Cotton Fabrics 82.5 154.7 72.2 30 2.2 
Cotton Knit Goods 98.9 167.2 68.3 6 14 
Miscellaneous Fibre Products 91.1 162.4 71.3 10 .7 
Rayon Thread and Yarn 72.0 91.5 19.5 1 - 
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Table 6(a) Cont'd 

Dec. 
1945 

Dec. 
194:7 

Point 
Increase 

or 
Decrease 

Weight 
Point 

Contri 
butions 

III. Fabrics 1  Textiles and 
Textile Fabrics (concl'd.) 
Nylon Hosiery 73.1 63.0 -5.1 4 
Rayon Fabrics 68.9 94.7 25.8 12 13 
Rayon Yarn 49.0 513.8 9.8 2 - 

Raw Woo]. 94.7 123.9 2.2 1 - 

Worsted cloth yarn 107.5 133.6 26.1 - - 

Wool Blankets 123.7 147.9 24.2 - - 

Carpets 118.8 144.5 25.7 1 - 

Woollen Hosiery & Knit Goads 138.8 165.1 56.3 4 13 
Woollen cloth 104.1 1159.9 55.8 16 .9 

IV. 	Wood Products and Piper 120.5 1Y7.7 57.2 150 8,6 
Newsprint rolls and 	- 

wrapping paper 90.7 122.4 31.7 71 2.4 
Lumber and Timber 163.5 260.1 99.6 - - 

Pine 149.1 201.9 52.8 ii .6 
Spruce 179.5 228.4 48.9 14 .7 
Hardwoods 124.5 15.6 71,1 3 .2 
Hemlock 182.5 223.2 40.7 3 .1 
Fir 144.4 310.4 166.0 12 1.9 
Ced.ar 175.0 338.0 212.0 6 1.3 
Furniture 105.1 123.9 13.8 9 .2 
Pulp 131.2 190.8 59.6 21 1.2 
Matches 92.3 92.3 - - - 

V. 	Iron and Steel Products 117.0 149.3 32.3 120 39 
Pig iron and steel Billets 104.8 154.8 50.3 10 
Rolling Mill Products 123.6 3.49.1 25.5 62 1.5 
Pipe 133.2 170.5 37.3 12 .5 
Har.ware 9319 :25.4 31.5 12 .4 
Wire 135.5 .44.3 38.3 12 .5 
Miscellaneous 122.5 :142.5 20.0 2 - 

Scrap 110.3 158.2 47.9 10 .5 

VI. 	Non-Ferrous Metals 83.9 135.8 54.9 bi 3._3 
Aluminium 70.8 66.6 -4.2 5 - 

Antimony 110.8 203.d 93.0 - 

Copper anca Its Products 36.8 152.4 65.6 16 1.1 
Lead and Its Products 62.1 166.9 103.9 12 1.2 
Nickel 97.5 109.2 11.7 10 011 
Silver 9518 148.0 52,2 8 0.4 
Tin 95.6 119.9 24.3 2 .1 
Zinc 59.1 112.7 53.6 7 0.4 
Solder 94.0 128.7 34.7 - - 
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Table 6(a) Concl'd 

- 	 point 	 Point 
Dec. 	Dec. 	Inorease 	Weit 	QttZ3. 

1945 	1947 	or 	 t*itiofls 
Decrease 

VII. Non-Metallic Minerals 102.4 122.6 23.2 90 2.8 
Clay anu Allied Products 109.1 123.1 1910 2 
Pottery 126.1 140.2 13.5 1 
Coal 125.0 149.6 24.0 34 0.3 
Coal Tar 98.9 126.3 274 2 0,1 
Coke 123.2 149.7 25 4 0.1 

Ga 	manufactured 100.6 	4  106.6 6.0 4 - 

caass and Its Products 104.4 108,7 4.3 1 - 

Window glass 162.7 170.6 7.9 
Plate glass 30.3 80.2 - - 

Tumblers 94.9 105.5 10.6 - - 

Petroleum and Its Products 79.8 98. 3,  18.8 29 0.5 
Asphalt 103.3 131.1 27.8 1 - 

Salt 130.6 160.5 29.9 - - 

Sulphur 134.5 131..2 -3.3 1 - 

Plaster 112.1 119.2 7.1 1 - 

Lime 112.2 124.3 12.1 - - 

Cement 105.1 117.7 12.6 44 - 

Sand and Gravel 90.2 112.3 22.1 1 - 

Crushed Stone 35.6 10.3 17.4 1 - 

Building Stone 70.8 80.2 90.4 2 0.2 
Asbestos 74.1 112.2 33.1 2 

VIII,Chemic'i.s and Allied Products 98.4 112.8 14.4 30 0.4 
Inorganic Chemicals 87.8 7 1971 1.3 
Organic Chemicals 87.3 132.6 45.3 2 
Coal Tar Products 91.1 113.0 21.9 1 
Dyeing and Tanning Materials 139.3 148.1 8.8 2 - 

Explosives 73.1 82.6 9,5 2 - 

Paint Materials 95.7 153,0 57.3 2 0.1 
Prepared Paints 76.3 112.3 36.5 4 0.2 
Drugs and Pharmaceuticals 160.1 105.3 -54d 5 -0.2 
Fertilizers 83.7 105.6 21.9 1 - 

Industrial Gases 07,6 96.2 3,6 1 - 

Soaps 93.8 136.5 42.7 4 0.1 

-'3- 
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Table 7. - STThU.GR1P6 OY UM COS)F 

(1935-39100) 

LIVING I1W 

Deceriber January - 	 Tan. 1948 
1945 1948 Dec. 1945 

Total Ind.ax •.....,.,,..,,,,, 120,1 148,3 123.5 

Food 134,3 182.2 135.7 
Dairy Products •..,,.,.,.., 113 0 9 192 13 168,8 
Zggs 162.6 165,2 101,6 
Cereals ,.,,,.,......,...., 99,8 138.9 139,2 

-Meats and Fish ,,.,,,.,,.,, 163,2 205,9 126,2 
Dry Groceries ,,....,.,.,,, 134.1 164.4 122,6 
Vegetables ...,.......,.,.. 135,2 193.5 143,1 
Fruits •.,.,,.,,.........., 148,1 163,7 1109 5 

Rc;t 	 112,3 	11919 	106,8 

Thol and. Lht ,,,,,,,..,,.,. 107,1 120,4 112.4 
Coal 118,6 146,6 123.6 
Coke •,,,.•.,.,••....••..• 1241 1 156.6 126,2 
Gas •.•..••••••••.•••,•,• 105.1 97.4 92,7 
Electricity'..,,,,,,,.,,,,, 87.7 84,8 967 

012thjn 	,,,,,,.,,..,.,.,,.,, 122.5 161.2 131.6 
Menta Wear ,.,,,..,,,,,..,. 127,1 176,1 3.38,6 
Womon 2 s Wear ,,,.,,,.,,..,, 122,8 150.9 122.9 
Piece Goods ,,..,.,.,,,..., 120.9 173.3 143,3 
Footwear 112.5 146.1 129,9 

home Furnishtn.s and Services 11915 158.4 132,6 
Furniture ...,.,......,.... 128,1 180.5 140 9,9 
floor Coverings .,.,.....,. 119 1 9 145,7 121 0 5 
Furnishings and Textiles ., 134,1 183.9 137 1,1 
Hardware ,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,.,. 127,5 170,9 3.340 0 
Dishes and Glassware ,..,,, 122.6 175.2 142.9 
Telephone ...,.........,.., 3.03,3 103.3 10010 
Laundry 102,9 130,8 127.1 
Cleaning Supplies .,......, 1070 141,0 1300 7 

Miscellaneous Iten 	.,,,,,,,, 109.6 123,6 111.9 
Health 

.............,.,..., 
109.4 128,6 117,5 

Persona]. Oare,,...,,,,.,,, 112.0 135,5 121,0 
Transportation 	,,,,,,,.,,, 109 0 4 116,6 106,6 
Recreation ,,,,.,...,.,.... 116.9 135.7 116.1 
Life Insurance oeo eo eso e e eo 99,9 104.2 104,3 
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Table 7(a) - Point Changes in the Cost of Living Index 
December 1945 to January 1948. 

(The 28.2 point rise from December 1945 to January 1948 is broken down to show the contri-
bution of budget groups and sub—groups to this total). 

Sub-group 
	

Group 	Total 

Grand Total 
	

28.2 

Foods - 
DairyProducts ..... ................ 7.4 

.................................. .1 
Cereals 1.6 ............................ .. 
Meats 	and Fish 	................... ... 3.6 
Dry Groceries 	.................... . 19 
Vegetables 	••.•*•.II 	....... ......... 1.2 
Fruits 	•....,....................... .1 

Rent 
	

1.4 

3,0 

14.9 

.8 Fuel and Ligt - 
Coal. + .7 
Coke 	. . . . . . . • , . . • • , . • , • • . • . • 	• • • , , • • 	. + • 2 
Gas a .05 
Electricity 	•........•................ - .05 

Clothing 
Men' a Wear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	2.4 

3 Wear 	 1.2 
Piece Goods ....... ............ 	.2 
Fooe 	............... . *•••e......., 	 .8 

Homefurnishins and Services 
F'urniture .....•...•.•...,.........., 	1.7 
Floor coverings 	 .2 
Furnishings andTexti].es 	.7 
Hardware ........................... • • 
Dishes and Glassware 	.............. 	.1 
Telephone .................. ........ 	- 
Laundry 	............................ 	.2 
Cleaning Supplies ................... . 

Miscellaneous Items 
Health 	.................. 	.8 
Personal Care ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 	. 5 
Transportation............ . .......... . 
Recreation ...........................1.]. 
iifeInsurance ....................... .2 

4.6 

3.5 

3.0 
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Table 8. IndIvidual Pood Prices at January, 1948 and Their Indexes on base 
August 1939=100 at December, 195 and January 1  1948 
(Note: Prices taken at independnt stores in 64 cities) 

	

Price at : 	Index : 	Index 	: Index 
Commodity 	: Unit : January, : Aupust, : December,: January, 

- 	1948 	: 	1939 	: 	1945 	: 1948 

Beef,sirloin 	steak ............ lb. 51.0 100.0 154.8 182.8 
Beef, 	round steak ............. lb. 47.6 100.0 167.9 200.8 
Beef, 	rib 	roast 	............... lb. 47.9 100.0 17463 208.3 
Beef, 	shoulder ............... lb. 31.6 100.0 162.3 198.7 
Beef, 	stewinp, 	boneless ....... lb. 29.0 100.0 168.3 212,3 
Veal, 	front roll, boneless .... lb. 33.5 100.0 174.0 198.2 

Lamb, 	lop roast 	...........i... lb. 50.1 100.0 1528 176.4 
Pork, 	fresh loins, centre cut... lb. 49.3 100.0 143,8 18144 
Pork, fresh shoulder, hock-off.. The 36.7 100.0 1434 1920 
Bacon, 	side,fancy,sliced,rInd-on lb. 62.5 100.0 142.5 196.0 
Lard, 	pure 	..................... lb. 28.0 10010 159.6 245.6 
Shorteninp, 	ve#etable .......... lb. 31.6 100.0 137.5 219.4 

Zprs, 	pra.de NA", 	larpe ......... d.oz. 58.2 100.0 18103 186.9 
Milk .................... qt. 16.8 100.0 95.4 154.1 
Butter, creamery, prints lb. 73.2 100.0 148.0 268.1 
Cheese, plain, mild, • 	lb. pk,. 27.3 100.0 165.4 204 9 3 
Bread, plain white, wrapped 	too lb. 911 100.0 10613 144.4 
Flour, firet grade lb. 6.2 10000 124.2 187.9 

R11ed oats, package lb. 9.6 10010 114.0 152.0 
Corn flakes, 	8-oz. 	........... 00 pkp. 13.2 100.0 100.0 143.5 
Tomatoes, 	canned, 	2's 	......... tin 27.1 100.0 137.7 255.7 
Peas, 	canned, 2's tin 18.1 100.0 121.7 15018 
Corn, 	canned, 	2 1 8 	......... tin 22.3 100.0 132.7 197.3 
Beans,dry lb. 14.9 100.0 13303 292.2 

Onions 	......................... lb. 7.9 100.0 126.5 161.2 

Potatoes 	.................... 15lbs. 60.3 100.0 149.4 183.8 
Prunes, 	bulk 	................... lb. 20.4 100.0 120.2 178.9 
Raisins, 	seedless, 	bulk ........ lb. 22.4 100.0 108.6 148.3 

Oranpee...............'....''.' d.oz. 40.0 100.0 154.3 136.5 
Leinons......................... doz. 49. 100.0 148.6 153.5 

Jam, 	strawberry, 	In jar ........ lb. 26.3 100.0 115.1 1604 
Peaches, 	20-oz. 	................ tIn 30.13 100.0 106.1 156.3 
Marmalade, 	oranp'e, 	in jar ...... lb. 20.2 100.0 128.9 148.8 
Corn 	syrup, 	2 lb. 	.............. tin 34.6 100.0 157.7 202.0 
Supar, 	pranulated .............. lb. 9.7 10010 132.3 149.2 
Supar, 	yellow 	.................. lb. 9.7 10010 134.9 154.0 

Coffee 	......................... lb. 58.3 100.0 131.7 172.5 
Tea, 	black, 	4-lb. 	.............. pk. 511 100.0 131.6 173.8 

3' 
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- FARM COSTS AND RECEIPTS 

Table 9 shows price indexes for couioditiea and savices 

used by farmers. These include equipnent, iplexnents and materials 

such as teed, seed and fertilizer, together sith farm t'ani1y living 

oosta, taxes and mortgage interest and farm wage rates. 

Table 10 shows price indexes for Canadian farm products, 

when priced at the farm. These indexes dtff€r from the farm 

product& indexes in Table 3, which refer to farm products when they 

get into comercial channels or at terminal warehouses or at stock-' 

yards. Table 10 contains indexes which exclude wheat prtioipation 

payments still to be announced 	that is, for the 1945-6 and 

1946-7 crop years. 
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Table 9. PRICE INIEXES FOR COMMODITIES AND SERVICES USED BY P1ERS 

(a) Combined Indexes 

Equipment 	 Taxes azid - 
Composite 	and 	Living Costs 	Mortgage 	Wage Rtes 
Index 1 	Materials 	 Interest 

1926 125.9 120,6 120.9 133.7 167.9 
1939 ........., 99,3 9661 9.5 100.6 10811 
1945 tiugust • 136.9 1257 123.7 110.6 301.0 
1946 Jaxivarj ,.... 134.2 r 125.9 124.6 10919 247.4 

April 	....... 138.7 r 128.2 r 126.1 - 299.1 
August ...,.. 141.7 r 128.6 r 130.5 - 316.5 

1947 January ..... 140.9 130.4 132.2 109.9 x 273.4 
April 	. ...... 14-8.5 138.5 136.1 - 522,2 
August ...... 157.1 145.8 146.5 - 343.5 

1 The composite index in column 1 consists of four separate indexes: equipment and 
materials, tax and interest rates, wage rates and farm family living costs. They are 
explained in greater detail in the August, 1944 issue of "Price Index Numbers of 
Comodities and Services used by Farmers". 

r Revised. 
x Nominal. 

(b) Eguip*ent and Materials In detail 

Cso1ine 
Imple- Ferti- 	Oil, Building Hard- Binder 
merits 	lizer Seed Feed (rease Materials ware 	Twine 

1926 ............. 97.3 129.0 127.8 137.6 111,0.r 114.0 103.7 184.5 
1939 ,........ 103.9 107.2 80,2 80.1 97.6 108.1 101.6 93.8 
1945 August ...... 113.1 108.0 139.5 129,6 120.1 174.2 119.2 126.4 
1946 - January ..... 113.1 108.0 142.3 129.6 120.1 174.3 119.2 126.4 

April 	....... 119.3 108.0 144.4 130.0 121.9 175.3 120.4 126.4 
August ...... 11913 110.1 142.4 130.6 11.9 175.9 122,8 126.4 

1947 - January ..... 122.7 110.8 145.8 131.7 12.4 177.4 124.1 126.4 
April ....... 122.7 110.8 163.8 144.9 16.4 178.9 128.0 226.2 
August ...... 122.7 125.2 185.6 148.8 127.7 202.9 136.8 226.2 

33 

r Revised, 
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Tablo 10. - ]x Thibpre of lajm Prices of Mrtcu3.tura]. Products for Oad 
(Base 1935-39=100) 

Monthly Averages 
nrai"1 Averages 	- Month 	1945 	1946 	1947 

1935 ,,,....,............ 08,0 January ..... 173.5 179.1 106.5 
1936 ,,,,............,... 96,9 February ..... 174.8 180.3 106.9 
1937......,............. 119,7 March,,.,.... 175.4 100,6 189.2 
1938 .................... 1050 April ........ 176,3 182.8 190.3 
1939.................... 91,0 May .......... 175.9 184,8 19119 
1940 •,,,,,.,.,..,,..,,, 96,0 June 	•....,... 178.1 136.9 194,0 
1941 .................... 110 0 2 July ........ 179.5 188,4 194.9 
1942 ....,.....,........ 1339 1 August ....... 178.4 lO?bO 196,5 
1943 ............,....... 157.0 Septembor .... 175.7 184.4 200 11 1/ 
1944..,,,.,,.,,,.,.,,,. 172.3 October...... 175.5 133 1 9 200,2 
1945.,,,...,.,..,,,..... 177.3 November..... 176.7 184,6 2030 9 
1946 ,,,.,,,.,,,..,...,., 184 91 December ,.... 177.3 135.3 

1/ Includes revised data since last report. 

The prices used In computing the incLex are, as closely as can be detez-
mined., the prices which are actually received by farmers. Time the storage, traneport 
ation, processing and handling charges which are not actua].ly received by farmers are 
not included. On the othor hand subsidies, onueee and pr&iims which can be attrIbuted 
to specific products are all included to date. 

Advance and final equalization payments on oats and barley are in-
cluded up to July 1945. Iron that date the advance payments only are included until 
their discontinuance on March 18, 1947. The amounts paid per bushel on wheat partici' 
pation certificates are included in the wheat prices up to July 1945. In the 1945.-46 
crop year the ten cents per 1xehe1 retroactive increee announced. on July 30, 1946 1. 
Included. 

in compiling the index the fixed bae3 weighted aggregative method hau 
been used* Rach commodity has been weighted by the animal average amounts eold in the 
fives-year base period 1935-39, No adjustments for easonal variation of the prices 
hive boon nad.o. The index is basod upon prices for about 50 farm products which Con.-
tributod. approximately 90 per cent to the total cash Income roceived by farmers from 
the sale of farm products during the base period. The series is subject to revision 
as more coznp3.ote data become available, 

L 

Source: Agricultural Branch, D0 B. S. 
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VI • INCOME DATA 

The followg ta'1es show the components of Net National 

Income at Factor Cost and Personal Income, together with the 

Disposition of Personal Income on Consumer Expenditure, Taxes and 

Savings. Personal Income differs from Net N;itiona]. Income because 

it excludes elements of income not paid out during the years e.g., 

employer and employee contributions to & ocia:L insurance and 

pension funds, undistributed profits of corporations and invest-

ment income of government corporations. 

The succeeding tables show incomes of particular groups, 

together with employment and earnings data wlich may be assessed 

in the light of cost-of-living increases. 

35- 
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Table 11 (a) - Net Nation':1 Tncome ct Factor Cost and Gross National Product at Market Prices, 1938-1947. 

(Millions of Dollars) 
Revised 

	

Item 	 Prelm. Prelim. 

	

No. 	 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 3.945 1946 1947 - 

1. Salaries, wages and supplementary 
labour income ....................... 2 9,476 2 1 565 2,922 3,555 4,219 4 0 703 4,869 4,859 5 3,195 6,125 

2.  Military pay and allowances .......... 9 32 193 386 641 910 1 2 063 1,132 340 93 

3.  Investment income .................... 607 776 1,120 1,480 1,717 1,723 1,755 1,911 1,903 2,060 

4.  Net income of agriculture and other 
unincorporated business ............. 000 301 1,001 1,123 1,696 1,605 1,904 1 0 742 2 1 179 2,467 

5.  NET NATIONAL INCOME AT FACTOR COST 
(1) 	+ 	(2 	) + 	(3) + 	(4) 	.. ............ 3,972 4 1 274 5,236 6,544 0,273 6,941 9,596 9,644 9,617 10 0 735 

6.  Indirect taxes less subsidies ....... 630 726 826 1 2 048 	1,073 1,126 1,123 1 0 000 	1 9 239 1 1 538 

7.  Depreciation allowances and similar 
business costs ....... ............. 560 582 655 755 	900 929 881 792 	815 835 

t. Residual error of estimate for 
reconciliation with Table 2,Item 7. - 21 - 1 + 23 + 56 + 241 + 240 + 220 + 178 	- 15 - 56 

9. GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT AT MARKET PRICES 
(5) 	+ 	(6) + 	(7) 	+ (3) 	............. 5,141 5,581 6,740 8 0 403 10 2 487 11 1 244 11,820 11,614 11,656 13,052 

rO0TN0TE 

Item 7 inclt1es an estim:te of capita1 outlay charged to current account", which has :.lso been 
included with Item 3(), "Gross home investment" in Table 2. 



• 	 ._i_•J 

I 	- 



a 

Table 11(b) - Gross National Expenditure at Market prices 1938-1947 
(Millions of Dollars) 

Revised 

	

Item 	 Prelim.Prelim. 

	

No. 	 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 - 1944 ..1945 1946 1947 

1. Personal expenditure on consumer 
goods and services ........ 	.. . . .. . -. 3,714 3 1 817 4 9 334 4,979 5,508 5 0 622 6 9 235 6,782 7,682 8,711 

2.  Government expenditure - 
(a) Goods and services, excluding 

Mutual ?icl, 	etc. 	. .............. 721 760 1,182 1,776 2,883 3 0 781 4 1 145 2,717 1 1646 1 1 462 

(b) Mutual Aid, UNRRA and 
Military Relief ................ - - - - 1,002 518 960 1,041 187 38 

3 	• Gross home investment - 
(a) Plant, equipment and housing •... 576 554 713 995 931 828 756 865 1 1 321 2 2 042 

(b) Inventor1e 	.... . ....... .••...... 7 329 368 218 333 -42 -83 -294 475 780 

4.  Exports of goods and sergices ....... 1,359 1,449 1,792 2,458 2,347 3,443 3,566 3,576 3,170 3,538 

5.  Imports of goods and services • . ..... -1,257 -1,328 -1,626 -1,967 -2 3,275 -2,858 -3,539 -2,895 -2,8E0 -3,576 

6.  Residual error of estimate for 
reeuIAeiliaUon with Tabie.Item 9 .. + - -23  -56 -.22 -248 -220 -178 + 15 + 57 

7.  GROSS NATIONAL EXPENDITURE AT MARKET PRICES 
(1) + (2 ) + 	(3) + (4) + (5) + 	(6) 	.. 5,141 5,531 6,740 8,40 10,487 1l,24i 11,820 11,614 11,656 13,052 

FO("T0TES: 

Item 3 (a) - See fortnote, Item 7, Table 1. 
Item 3 (b) - Includes grain held by the Canadian Theat Board. 
Item 4 - Exc'ludes Mutual Aid, UNRRA and Military Relief. 
Item 4 & 5 - Minor 4justments have been made to the figures of current receipts and payments shown on page 23 of 

It  The Canadian Balance of International Payments, 1926-1946 11 , Dominion Thiroau of Statistics, to 
achieve consistency with the other component series. 

-fl  
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Table 11(c) - Person'a Income 

(Millions of Dollars) 

I t.em 

1. Sal.ris, wages txnd supplementary 
ibour income .. .................. 

Dc?duct Employer nd employee 
contriitions to social insurance and 
government pension fund5 .......... 

2. Military pay and al owances 

3. Net  income of agriculture 
nd othur unincorporated buslaess 

4. Interest, dividends and net rental 
income of persons .............. 

5. Trc.nsfer payments to persons - 

(a) From governmLnt ..............  

(b) Ch'.ritab1e contributions 
of corpor:tions ............ 	5 	6 	7 	10 	12 	12 	11 	12 	13 	14 

6. P9S01LL INCOME 
(1) + (2) + (3) + (4) + (5) 

	
4,031 4,272 4 1904 5,822 7,367 8,039 8 9 747 1,967 9,536 10,259 

FOOTNOTE: 

Item 5(a) - Excluvles government intrest on debt not incurred to finance existing 
real assets, since this is included under Item 4 rbovo. 

x Revisod. 

No.  
Prelim. Prellin. 

1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1346 X  1947 

2,476 2,565 2,92 	,555 4,219 4,703 4,860 4 31 859 5 2 195 6,125 

- 33 - 35 - 38 - 68 - 111 - 125 	134 	136 - 145 - 165 

	

9 	32 	133 	336 	641 	910 1,068 1,132 	340 	83 

	

800 	901 1,001 1,123 1 2 696 1,605 1,904 1,742 2 2179 2,467 

	

511 	553 	594 	613 	683 	717 	765 	005 	045 	911 

	

263 	250 	225 	198 	227 	217 	264 	553 1 0 100 	624 
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Table 11(d) - Disposition of Personal Income 

(Millions of DoUars ) 

I tern 
1938 199 1940 1941 1912 194 	19.i11  

Pre1ij. Prelim. 
1945 1946 x  1947 

62 61 91 239 433 631 771 733 711 694 
32 20 23 30 37 38 40 47 52 55 
31 32 34 26 24 28 25 25 31 31. 

125 121 148 297 494 697 836 .l05 794 780 

1. Personal direct taxes - 

(a) Income taxes ......  • . • • , • • • • • 
(b)Succcssjondutjes.............. 
(c) Miscellaneous . ........... 

Total direct taxes 

2. Personal expenditure on consumer 
goods &nd services ........ ........ 3,714 3,017 4,394  4979 5,508 5,022 0,235 6,702 7,682 8,711 

3. Persona], saving ........... .........L)2 	334 	422 	546 1,365 	1 2 520 1 1676 1 1 330 1,060 	768 

4' PERSONM., INCOME 
(1) + (2 ) + ( 3) ................... 4,031 4,272 4,904 5,822 7,367 8,039 3 9 747 8 0967 9 2 536 10,259 

FOOTNOTES: 

Ituuj i. The tax figures are actual collections in the current year reduced in the case of income taxes by the 
estiited refundable portion which has been treated as savings. Miscellaneous 'Iroct taxes Include 
the personal share of motor vehicle and other licenses, permits, and fees. 

3. Personal saving is estimated residually by deducting personil direct taxes and personal expenditure 
on goods and services from total personal income in Table 3. It includes changes in farm inventorios, 
and the estimated refundable portion of personal income taxes c.s follows: 

Prdllm. Prelim. 
1930 1939 1940 19411942 1943 1944 1945 1O16' 1947 

Not changes in farm inventories 	36 	60 	00 - 58 	368 	62 - 124 - 238 	47 - 31 
Refundable personal taxes ..... 	- 	- 	- 	- 	59 	138 	76 	4 	- 	- 

x Revised 





Table 13. Vaes, Salaries and 5upplemeutary Laboir Income, Canada, 1938-1947 

(millions of d.oIlarB) 

1938 	•.•...t. ..........2,476 

1939 	. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •. 	2,565 

1940 	.......,......... 	2 0 922 

1941 	. . • • • I I I Ii I • S S I • 	3 0 555 

1942 . . • . . . , 	. . . • • . . . , . 4 1 219 

1943 . . • . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . 4,703 

1944 . . . . • . . . • •.... . • 4 1 869 

1945 ................ 9 4,859 

1946 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	. . 5,195 

1947 January ...., 465 

February 472 

March 	. . . . . . . . . . . 475 

April 	.........., 475 

May 490 

June 506 

July 	....... ...... 522 

Aupuat 	........... 528 

September ........ 538 

October ... ....... 545 

Soureest L. Natienaa. Acceunts, Income and Xxpenditure, 1938-1946, D.B.S. 1947. 

2. Monthly Estimates of Oenad.ian Labou:- Income. (Monthly Bulletins, D.B.,) 
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Table 13. Net  Income of Agriculture by Province 

(Millions of Dollars) 

Item Prelim. 
No. 1938 1939 1940 194.L 1942 1943 1944 1945 3946 

1. Prince Edward Island ...... 3 4 4 5 8 10 9 10 10 

2. Nova Scotia •............. 13 9 11 9 12 19 17 34 21 

3. New Brunswick ...,.......... 7 8 11 ii 20 26 25 23 26 

4. Quebec 	................... 65 78 92 10 17 138 170 175 152 198 

5. Ontario ........... ........ 131 129 137 178 267 246 282 201 324 

6. Mam.toba •.....,........... 34 36 43 53 107 115 114 86 126 

7. Saskatchewan .............. 25 110 103 81 301 205 355 205 284 

8. Alberta 	.......... 0.00000*11 79 74 93 78 208 138 196 135 206 

9. Britsh Columbia .....,.... 14 13 14 22 28 40 40 45 49 

10, CANADA 	.................... 373. 461 508 548 1,089 969 1,213 971 1,244 

F000TE; 

Item 9 includes Yukon and Northwest 
Territories. 





Tab].e 14. Index Nnbers of Ware Rates for Certain Main Oroups of Industries in Canada, 

1913 - 1946 

(Rates in 1935-39=L00) 

Ooe.1 :Meta,1 	: Manu_: 	Con: Water : ste: jisc_:La_ : 	Tele- sen- 
Year :L,inp:Minin,:Minin fac- :stc; Trans-: Pai1_ tric :dries 	phone : era). 

•tinrtion . 	pox.- • ways . : Aver- 
•tatlon : . ways : age 

1913 ... 76.4 	59.0 67.1 50.0 	60.5 	57.2 51.4 52.7 	47.8 	...... 54.9 

1914 ... 71.5 	60.1 67.2 51.6 	61.0 	58.1 52.4 53.2 	50.0 	...... 55.6 

1915 ... 68.0 	60.4 68.1 53.1 	61.4 	59.4 52.3 51.6 	48.3 	...... 56.0 

1916 ... 81.2 65.9 75.2 57.6 62.0 60.4 54.4 53.9 51.6 ...... 594 
1917 ... 106.5 77.2 83.4 64.0 66.5 71.0 34.0 60.4 57.8 ...... 6897 

1918 ... 122.6 93.1 90.6 73.4 76.2 86.5 81.2 75.3 66.7 •..... 80.7 
1919 ... 141.5 100.6 90.9 90.1 89.7 95.4 94.6 86.1 76.4 ...... 94.8 

1920 ... 158.4 116.6 105.8 108.5 109.5 115.7 213.6 102.4 89.7 95.1 112.7 
1921 ... 113.6 122.9 97.9 101.1 103.2 105.6 3.00.7 101.3 99.0 94.6 102.7 
1922 •,. 88.5 116.7 90.5 94.6 98.4 95,4 94.8 97.2 99.9 89.9 95.9 

1923 ... 104,0 116.7 94.5 98.1 100.7 100.7 95.8 98.2 101.3 91.3 98,6 

1924 •.. 117.7 113,5 94.6 98.8 102.7 99.2 95.8 98.3 101.6 9198 99.8 

1925 ... 105.8 98.9 95.9 97.8 103.1 99.4 95.8 99.0 100.7 91.9 98.8 
1926 ... 106.2 98.8 95.8 9814 104.2 99.2 95.8 99.3 101.6 92.5 99.4 
1937 .., 108.6 99.1 95.9 99.7 108.5 100.4 102.0 100.1 102.5 94.2 101.5 
1928 ... 110.1 99.6 95.8 100.5 112.3 101.1 102.0 102.3 103.3 96.0 102.7 
1929 ... 109.7 99.6 96.4 101.1 119.6 105.7 105.0 104.7 103.5 97.1 104.5 

1930 ... 108.4 99.9 96.5 101.2 123,0 106.9 105.0 105.1 103.7 97.6 105,2 

1931 •.. 90.6 99.9 95.2 98.7 118,5 102.3 102.4 104.7 103.2 97.9 101.7 
1932 ... 74.6 96.8 92.2 92.2 107.9 95.1 94.6 100.7 100.7 91.3 94.5 
1933 .., 63.8 95.5 91.1 87.9 95.6 89.3 9264 96.3 98.6 90.6 89.6 
1934 ... 73.0 96.1 93.4 90.3 93.7 88.6 89.3 962 97.7 96.6 90.5 

1935 .., 81.3 97.8 95.2 92.2 96.7 89.2 94.6 96.8 98.2 95.9 9311 

1936 ... 89.9 9749 97.6 94.4 97,3 90.6 94.6 97.8 98.7 96.7 94.8 

1937 ... 104.4 98.4 101.9 101.9 100.1 101.2 100.8 100.4 100.0 101.6 101.8 
1938 ... 113.2 102.9 102.4 105.2 102.5 109.0 105.0 102.1 101.4 102.8 104.9 
1939 ... 111.2 102.9 102.8 106.0 103.3 110.0 105.0 102.7 101.7 103.1 105.3 

1940 ... 116.6 105.1 105.7 110.6 107.9 115.7 105.0 106.7 107.2 104.4 109.4 
1941 ... 126.8 112.6 115.3 122.1 115.3 124.6 114.9 112.1 112.4 109.7 119.1 
1942 ... 140.0 116,4 122.0 133.0 122.5 138.4 120.5 119.0 118.5 11505 129.0 
1943 ... 159.1 128.4 126.5 145.1 131.9 152.7 131.8 124.5 129.5 125.7 140.8 
1944 ... 162.4 150.3 128.8 150.0 133.9 156.4 131.8 129.1 131.1 126.2 14592 

1945 ... 170.4 150.5 131.8 155.4 135.5 159.0 131.8 130.1 137.7 129.5 149 1 4 
1946 ... 186.1 151.0 138.6 171.3 148.7 178.5 149.4 143.3 150.0 129.1 163.5 

Sources Wage Rates and Hours of Labour in Canada, 1945, Dominion Department of Labour. 
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Table 15. AVRL01 WEEKLY INWSTRIAL EARNINGS, CANADA 
1941- 1947 

Nine 
Leading Manu. Corn- Trans- Con- 

Period 	Indus- tao- Logging liming zmini- port- struo- Ser- Trade 	Ii- 
tries turing cations ation tion vices nance 

* $ 	$ $ $ 
June, 1941 	25,49 25,68 18.83 	30.97 27.09 31,63 22.57 15.98 22.68 	28,60 

AverageS 
1942 28.61 29,17 29.34 34.79 28.15 54.69 26.45 17,57 24.07 30,20 

" 1945 50,79 31.50 24,78 36.09 29,36 35.86 29.64 18.58 25.23 31.19 

" 1944 31.85 32,66 26.54 38.05 30,81 37.07 29.74 19.41 26.21 32.35 
If 1945 32.04 32.65 26.89 38.60 31.48 38.82 50.08 19.87 26.85 33.51 
it 1946 32.48 32,51 29.03 39.21 32.76 40.07 31.53 21.06 28,45 34.85 

Jan, 1947 32.77 32,40 32.35 35.50 33.65 43.06 31.00 22.19 29.00 55.75 

Feb. " 35,09 35,34 31,78 42.12 33.61 44.10 33.76 22.77 30.47 36.49 

March " 55,66 35.81 34.29 43,30 33.74 44.47 34.89 23.20 30.77 36.66 

April " 35.78 35.98 36.61 43.17 34.02 44.40 33.66 23.25 30.83 36.96 

May " 35.95 36.27 35.19 43.54 33.76 43.55 34.63 23.37 31.3.1 37.42 

June " 56.07 36,64 33.88 41.17 54.41 43.37 34,45 23.22 31.50 37.51 

July " 36.20 36.47 35.16 43.27 34.41 43.99 34.76 23.51 31.74 37.50 

August 	" 36.57 56.97 35.36 43.69 34.72 43.98 35.70 23.29 31.79 57.52 

Sept, " 36.79 37,16 36.76 44.31 34.88 44.22 35.85 23.40 51.88 37.40 

Oct, " 37.38 38.04 36.63 45.29 34.95 44.45 36.55 24.07 31.99 37.20 

Nov. to 
 37.71 38.47 36.85 44.77 55,33 44.99 36.85 24.58 52.29 37.21 

Sources: 1. Annual Review of Employment and Payrolls 
in Canada, 1942 and 3.c'46. 

2. Monthly bulletins - T1e Employment Situation, 
January to November, 1947. 





Table 16. Aversge lVeály Earnings and Cost"of-Living Index, 
Jme. 1941 to Novembor, 1947. 

4 
- 

- Average 
Weekly (i) 
Earnings, 

Index 
(9 Industries) 

Cost of 
Living (2) 
Index, 

Re-based 

Index 
of 	(3) 

'Real 
Earnings" 

1941 

-- 

- June 	...... ..........•• 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1942 .......................... 112.2 105.9 1059 

1945 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120.8 107.1 112.8 

1944 124.9 107.6 116.1 

1945 125.7 108,1 116.3 

1946 •................,....,,., 127.4 111.9 113.9 

1947 -January ................ 128.6 114.9 11119 

February ............... 137.7 115.7 119.0 

March 139.9 116.7 119.9 

Apri]. 	................., 140.4 118.2 118.8 

May 	.................... 141.0 120.5 117.0 

June 	•.................. 141.5 122.1 115.9 

July 	. ..... . 	•. 	• 	• 	• .. 142.0 123.0 115.4 

August 143.5 123.6 116.1 

September.......... 4 ., 144.3 126.2 114.3 

October,...........,.. 146.6 128.7 113.9 

November..,....,.,...., 147.9 130.0 113.8 

]Deceinber .. . .. p. • .e •• p 

(1) See Table 15. 

(2) Converted, from Table 4. 

(3) Average Weekly Earnings Index divided by Cost-ot.tiving Index. 

'i-li ,  
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Table 17. 	Index Numbers of FAnployment, by Industries, 1938-1947 

(1926=1OC) 

: 	Manu- : : : Cominw3i-: Trans- Con-  
Year : 	fac- 	: Lopp.inp Mininp : cat1ozs : porta- struc-: Servtces Trade 

turinp : : : : 	tion 	: tion 

Averape 1938 .. 111.0 142.8 155.9 85.0 84.4 105.4 135.2 132.6 

" 	1939 .. 112.3 119.1 163.8 84.4 85.6 113.0 137.4 136.6 

1940 .. 131.3 16619 168.4 87.2 89.7 90.7 143.2 142.9 

" 	1941 .. 168.4 187.8 176.6 96.7 98.9 126.6 167.5 156.5 

" 	1942 .. 206.5 196.5 171.3 103.7 105.5 130.3 178.8 156,1 

" 	1943 ,, 226.2 180.4 158.5 104.5 114.4 129.8 189.8 155.1 

' 	1944 .. 224.5 215.8 154.5 108.6 121.2 104.6 202.2 164.2 

" 	1945 .. 203.6 247.3 146.9 117.6 124.5 109.1 205.7 174.8 

° 	1946 .. 196.3 268.5 155.2 141.9 128.4 129.6 224.2 191.2 

January 1947 .. 190.6 370.5 154.0 154.9 132.0 125.1 223.7 212.3 

February 	" .. 193.9 5.6 162.1 155.1 129.3 121.2 224.8 196.4 

March .. 194.5 377.9 135.9 156.6 129.9 123.8 226.4 197,4 

April .. 19502 331.0 138.7 159.0 131.1 128.6 228.5 200.2 

May .. 19518 241.3 139.5 161.4 13 9 7 133.2 231.9 200.7 

June .. 197.6 239.8 157.6 165.7 139.9 149.6 238.4 201.6 

July .. 200.6 241.5 167.5 169.9 141.2 165.0 250.5 205.9 

August 	" ,. 202.5 246.0 170.2 173.5 142.7 176.2 260.2 206.0 

September " to 203.3 242.2 167.1 17196 141.8 179.9 258.7 207.2 

October .. 203,6 286.1 165.2 169.4 141.7 180.4 251.0 211 1 7 

November 	u •• 205.0 346.4 167,8 168.0 138.2 180.7 245.0 216.7 

Sources: (i) Annu&l Review of Imployment and Payrolls in Canada, 1946; 

Prices and Labour Division, D. S B.S. 
(2) Thep1oyment Situation, NovembEr, 1947; Prices and Labour 

Division, D.3.S. 



: 

Fj 

L} 	tirZ 	- 

I 

It 



SuPPL-PTCS AND PAtCV jMDfl(S', ;J.FsX 1947. 

THE DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS COSI-OF-LIVING INDEX 

(An explanatory statement incorporating all revisions made to January 2, 1947.) 

The index budget is divided into Six expnditure groups for which separate 
indexes are calculated; these are foods, fuel and light, rent, clothing, home-
furnishings and services, and miscellaneous items. Each group contains a list of 
items sufficiently large to make it representative of the merchandise field covered' 
It would be possible to add many more minor items iithout affecting the movements 
of the composite costof-liv ng index by any aigniCicant amount. These additions 
would lengthen the time required to calculate the index and impose a greater burden 
upon firms making price reports, without mprovi.ng the accuracy of the index. In 
many cases accuracy might be reduced, as comparisons on a quality, or specific 
quantity basis are not possible over a long period This would be true of style 
merchandise such as women's hats. The cost of al). these omitted items are included 
in group weights, which represent all expenditure fall rig within the six groups 
noted above. The base period food weight of 31 per cent, for example, was calcu-
lated from total food costs reported by survey fariilles, although the food index 
includes only 47 items which represent about 75 pr cent of a representative 
family's food expenditure. 

FOODS: Prices used in calculating food indexes are collected on the first 
business day of each month from approximately 1 1 600 stores including Independent 
and chain grocers and butchers. Quotations for each of the 47 budget items are 
averaged and then multiplied by the budget quantity for each Individual Item to find 
the cost for that item. These individual cost figures are added together to find 
the total cost of the food budget; this figure iE then expressed as a percentage of 
the corresponding reference period cost to find the food index. 

FUEL 	Separate indexes are calculated for coal, coke, gas and 
electricity. The two last mentioned are reckoned from monthly bil)s for quantities 
which are typical of consumption In the cities ropresent6d. The bill for each city is 
weighted by the number of domestic consumers in •Drder to calculate Dominion indexes, 
The coal index also takes account of typical amounts consumed in different areas 
and of the population of each city represented in the index. Price changes for coal 
are reThted to kinds used in the greatest quantity in each area. 

There nrc two tencnt w.gcrner .tr  iec for every honc-ov:iing 
wage-earner family in Canada, and the cost-of-living index is calculated on the 
assumption that housing costs generally are refl.ected in rental trends. Rental 
surveys are made by the Bureau at the May and October leasing periods. Rental 
agents are ked to report upon the current pos:.tlon of rents relative to those 
at the preceding lease date, as indicated by their list of rental properties. In 
the workmen's group of dwellings, upon which the rental index is based, records 
are collected for houses, flats and apartments. Before reporting blanks are sent 
out, rent data and property descriptions reported by each agent for the last period 
are copied onto the new schedule in order to maintain continuity from period to 
period. The calculation of the rent index is similar to that for the fuel and 
light series, with two sub-group indexes being reckoned first for husea, and flats 
and apartments. Very complete weighting data nave been used, recognizing the dif-
ferent numbers of each type of dwelling in various centres. Approximately 200 
reports from 58 cities are used in making rental indexes. 

P-CL - 500-19/2/47 
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CLOTHING: The clothing index has been based upon a carefully selected list 
of men's and women's apparel. it includes no children's clothing, and omits some 
items of adult clothing which are of considerable importance, such as women's dresses 
for afternoon and evening wear, womn's hats, men's hats and -gloves. Unusual diffi-
culties in maintaining continuous price series on the same quality of goods occur in 
clothing due to style and seasonal changes which must be excluded from price compari.-. 
eons baeed upon quality. The items in the clothing index have been selected to re-
present the basic materials entering into clothing in approximately the same propor-
tions as they would he found in a complete clothing budget. Some of the items chosen 
to represent basic materials form a comparatively small portion of a complete budget, 
but are useful in measuring clothing price trends because of their standard construc-
tion. Womens woollen hose afford an example of such items. The index contains 32 
items of clothing, piece goods and footwear, and price series for these have been ex-
amined indiv1dualy over a period of years to test their reliability. Most apparel 
now is composed of five basic materials, cotton, wool, rayon, leather, and rubber. 
The Bureau has reduced its clothing list on the assumption that 32 accurate price 
series will measure the trend of clothing prices better than a large list including 
items which fluctuate widely in price due to style and seasonal factors. Depart-
ment stores are the source of Bureau clothing prices. These distributors handle 
approximately one-third of the Dominion's clothing trade, and make monthly price 
returns to the Bureau, especially designed for the cost-of-living index. 

HOMEFURNISHINGSANDSERVICES; The homefurnishings and services index is 
a composite of eight sub-groups, including two sets of service costs in addition to 
actual furnishings. The eight sub-groups are: furniture, floor coverings, textile 
furnishings, hardware, dishes and glassware, cleaning supplies, laundry and tele-
phone. The complete group accounted for 9 per ent of the base period index budget 
cost placing it next to clothing in importance. It approximates clothing also in 
many details of construction. The data for furniture, floor coverings, textile fur-
nishings, hardware, dishes and glassware are obtained from department stores and the 
same principle of the representation of basic mater ala by a comparatively small 
number of items Is used. There are 8 items of furniture, 3 of floor coverings, 4 
of textile furnishIngs, 5 of hardware, 2 of dishes and glassware, 4 of cleaning sup-. 
lies, 3 laundry rates and one type of telephone service. 

MISCELLANEOUS: Five sub-groups, health maintenance, personal care, trans-
portation, recreation and life insurance comprise the miscellaneous index. This 
list does not exhaust all remaining family living expenditures, but most of those which 
are left such as church contributions, the support of dependents, etc., cannot be 
treated in the same way as items which are bought and sold. The index takes no 
account of these items which amounted to only 3 per cent of average wage-earner 
family living expenditures reported in the Bureau's 1938 survey. 

The health section is based upon prices for 6 items of household medical 
supplies, 2 kinds of hospital service, 3 types of doctors' fees, and rates for 6 
types of dental service. In view of the stability of fees for doctors, dentists 
and hospitals these records are collected only at annual intervals while medical 
supplies are priced quarterly. Records for practically all miscellaneous sub-
indexes are collected from 23 of the larger cities, chosen to give adequate 
regional representation 

Personal care oats are represented by 7 items of toilet requirements 
plus fees for men's hail- cuto and shaves. 



Three kinds of transporLUon are represented in the transportation sub-
group; motor car, street car and railway. The two latter present no special pro-
blems, but motor car operating costs are more difficult to measure. The Bureau's 
record Is based upon service station prices of gaso]ine, license fees, wage ratae 
for garage mechanics and tires. It is assurn€d that depreciation is 35 per cent of 
operating costs, and that for car owners as F, group it remains constant from year 
to year. 

The recreation section includes records of motion picture theatre admis-
sions, and newspaper, magazine and tobacco costs. 

The life insurance index is based 'upon premiums for ordinjiry non-partici- 
pating life polieies, since these appear to give the closest possible approximation 
to the cost of pure risk. Averages of premiums for ages 20, 35 and 50 years have 
been used covering the records of 11 large companies. 

THE COST-OF-LIVING INDEX WEIGHTING SYSTE2A 

There are two stages in the calculation of each of the six principal group 
indexes from which the composite number is calculated. in the first stage, the 
general procedure Is to multiply current prico averages by budget quantities. These 
products are added together and the resultant aggregate divided by a corresponding 
base period aggregate. This number is multip:Lied by 100.0 to secure a sub-group 
index for the current period. The index Is then multiplied by a sub-group weight 
indicative of the cost of goods in this sub-group relative to all goods in the group. 
When all sub-groups have been weighted similarly, the group index is found by adding 
up this second set of products and dividing by 100.0. This routine is repeated to 
secure the final composite cost-of-living index. The second and third stages of 
weighting are made necessary by the fact that it is not feasible to include all items 
in the family budget. 

The complete list of items and weights is shown following: 
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WEIGhTING SYST7A OF THE DOM1NI0N BUREAU OF STATISTICS cor-QF-LiVING INDEX 
- 	(As a: January 2, 1947) 

Sub-Group 	Group 
Commodity Weights 	Weiit 	Weight 
(Weekly Quantities) 

A. FOOD 	 31 

1. CHAIN STORES 
	

1 

2. INDEPENDENT STORES 
	

2 

pqMProducta 	
10.5 qts. Milk 

	

 
Butter 	 2.3 lbs.  
Cheese 	 .4 H  

Eggs 1.4 doz. 

Meats and Fish 
Sirloin Steak .5 lbs. 
Round Steak .9 " 

Rolled Rib Roast .7 It  

Blade Roast 1.1 " 

Stewing Beef 1.0 " 

Veni 1.0 

i-orK, fresh loins 1.5 " 

Pork, fresh shoulder 1.0 " 

Bacon, rind-on .7 U 

Fish .8 " 

Vegetable 	iortening .8 
Lar' 1  .2 It 

Cerenis 
Bread 	 12.1 lbs. 
Flour 	 2.9 " 
Rice 	 .3 " 
Rolled Oats 	.5 it 

Corn Flakes, 8-. pkg. 	1.3 pkgs. 

Dry Groceries 
Grenui±d Sugar 3.0 lbs. 
Yellow Sugar .5 " 

Tea .4 
Coffee .2 
Cocoa, 	.-1b. tin .2 tine 
Salt .5 lbs. 

Vege tables 
Beans .4 lbs. 
Onions .8 " 

Potatoes .8 pecks 
Canned T'.matoes, 2'e .6 tins 
Canned Peas, 20 oz. .6 " 

Canned Corn, 20 oz. .3 le 



A. FOOD- Concl'd 

Vegtables- Concl'd 
Cabbage 
Carrots 
Turnips 

Fruits 
Rp,i sins 
Currari ta 
Prunes 
triwherry Jw 

Mrt,1arie 
Canntd Peacihes, 20 oz. 
Corn Syrup, 2-1b. tin 
Lenons 
Oranges 
Bananas 

B. RENTALS 

Houses 
Apsrthentc and Flats 

C. FIJFL ANID LiGHT 
Coal 
CoKe 
a S 

Electricity 

Sub-Group 	Group 
Corniu)dity Weights 	Weight_ 	Weight 
(Weekly Quantities) 

1.0 13. 

	

1.5 	I ' 
I' 

.2 lbs. 

.1 " 

.1 

.6 " 

.1 tins 

.25 tins 

.1 doz. 

	

.7 	fl 

1.2 lbs. 

19 

70 
30 

N. 
42 
i-i 
14 
33 

(Annual 
R'placernent 
hLlowances) 

D. CLOTHING 
	

12 
Men's Wear 	 41 

Overcoats ,Winter 	.2 
Top Cos 	 .2 
Suits 	 .8 
Sweaters 	 .4 
0ver1l:: 	 1.0 pair 
Socks 	 9.0 pa.irs 
Underwear, Athletic 	 =.5 sets 
Baibriggan Combinations 	 .0 set 
Underwear, winter 	I' 

Pyjamas 	 pair 
shirts, work 
Shirts, broadcloth 
	

2.5 
Trousers, work 	.7 

Worn's Wear 
Top ccts, Pall ancl Winter 
Top coats, Spring 
house Dress 
Slips, r8yon 

36 
.3 
.2 

1.5  
2.5 



D. CLOTHING - Concl'd. 

Conunodi ty 
'ei gits - 
(Annual 

Roplacenent 
Allowancesi 

Sub-G"oup 	Group 
WeLit_ 	Weight 

Women's jear - Concl'd 
Hosiery, rayon 
Hosiery, woollen mixture 
Pantie, rayon 
Pantie, woollen mixture 
Nightgown, cotton 
Nightgown, rayon 

Plene Goods 
Cotton Dress Print 
Wool 
Flannel 
Celanese or Rayon Material 
F1ann( lette 

10.0 pairs 
3.0 " 
5.0 
1.0 
.7 

1.6 

4 
3.0 yards 
.3 	I,  
.2 
.7 

2.0 " 

Footwear 
	 19 

Men's Work Boots 	 2.0 pairs 
Men's 0X1ordS 	 .7 ' I  

Men's Rubbers 
Women's Shoes 
	

2.0 

E. HOMEFURNISRINGS AND SERVICES 

Furni ture 
Dining Room Suite, 9 Pc. 
Bedroom Suite, 4 or 5 Pc. 
Kitchen Table 
Kitchen Chairs 
Studio Couch 
Bed Springs 
Mattress 
Chesterfield Suite, 3 pc. 

Floor Coverig 
Axminster Rug, 9' x 12' 
Congoleum Rug, 9' x 12' 
Linoleum (square yards ) 

Furni shi ng 
Sheets, 81" x 100" 
Towels, cotton terry, 22" x 44" 
Blankets )  all wool, 6-8 lbs. 

72" x 90" 
Tu''1e Oil Cloth 

33 
-.06 sets 
.06 " 
.08 
.20 
.05 
.05 
.16 
.05 

.04 

.15 
170 

:1'S 
1.0 
3.0 

.5 

.4 yards 
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Commodity 
Vei ght a 
(Annual 

p 
	 Replacement 

	
Sub-Group 	Group 

Allowances) 
	

Weight 
	

Weight 

41 

E. HOMEFURNISHINGS AND SERVICES - Concl'd 

Hardrare 
irying pan, iron 
Saucepan, enamel, 21 or 3 qts. 
Garbage can, galvanized 
Kitchen Broom 
Kitchen Pail 

Dishes and Glassware 
Set of Dishes 
Glass Tumblers 

Clean in  S 1ppl le s 
Laundry Soap 
Soap Flakes 
Abrasive Cleansers 
Chloride of Lime 

Laundry 
Sheets 	) 
Towels 	) Geometric 
Men's Shirts ) Average 

Telephones 

F. MISCELLANEUS ITEMS 
1.HEALH 

(a) Medicines 
Aspirin Tablets, 
boz of 12 

Epsom Salts, 3. lb. 
IP 	 oracic Acid, 2 oze. 

Tincture of Iodine, 
1 oz. 

Zinc Ointment, 1 oz. 
Cod Liver Oil, large 

bottle 

(b) Hos_pital Charges 
Semi-Private Room 
public Ward Bed 

(c) Doctors' Pass 
Office Consultation ) 
Ordinary Day Visit ) Geometric 
Ordinary Confinement) Average 

3 
.2 
.5 
• 25 
10 
.2 

2 
.1 

2.0 

17 
24 bars 
24 packages 
9 cartons 
2 packages 

6 

15 

Conmodity 	Per 
_Neights 	Cent 

23 
17 

23 

1.3 
.7 
.3 

.7 

.7 

17 
1 
1 

42 



ANA\ 	VIAiY 
AAIJ 

U 	I III 	I 	II 	k 	I I 	11 I - 8 
1010367519 

Gomntodity 
Lta 

F MISCELLAN)U 	ITXS-Conc1' d 
L 	HEALTH 

(d) Dentists' Fees 
Amalgaii Filling ) 

Pbrcelain Filling ) 

Gold Filling ) Geometric 
Upper and Lower ) 	Average 

Dentures 
) 

uci.nary ixtraction 
) 

Frohy1is 
) 

2 	PSUNAL CARE 
(di) personal cleaziing 

Talcum Powder, tins 1.5 
Tooth Pa8te, tubes 217 
Tooth Brushes 8.7 
Shaving Sticks 2.2 
Toilet Soap, bars 52.2 
Vaseline, jars 1.3 
Razor Blades, 
packages of 5 15.1 

Per 	&b-Group 	Group 
Cent 
	

Weighta 
	

Weight - 

9 

58 

(b) Barbers' Fees 	Ratio 	42 
Haircut (Men' s) 
Shave 	 2 

TRAN SPORTATION 
( 	Piotoz 0patnt 

i soline 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Licenses 
Depreciation 
Tires 

(b) Rail Fares 

(c) Street 	Fnres 

RECREATION 
Theatre Admision 

(b) Newpper Costs 

(c) Magazine Costs 

(d) Tobacco Costs 
cigars 	) 
cigarettes ) Geometric 
Cut Tobacco ) Average 

5 LIFE INSURANCE 

(Percentages) 26 
67 

42 

8 
55 
6 

4 

29 

26 
23 

22 

4 

51 

22 


