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SURVEY OF FAMILY EXPENDITURE

1947-1948
EXPENDITURE BY INCOME LEVEL

This reference paper shows expenditure patterns by income level for
nine income groups: under $1,051, from $1,051 to $4,050 by $500 intervals,
$4,051 to %5,050 and 35,051 and over. The material presented here is from
the Survey of Family Expenditures in Canada which was carried out by the
Bureau in September, 1948,

Tables 1 to 9 show the proportion of spending units reporting an
expenditure on each item, and the proportion of the expenditure on each
item to the total. The summary table shows the budget proportions for the
main expenditure groups by income levels,

Proportions of each expenditure item to the total show interesting
differences in behaviour at successively higher income levels., For
exanple, the proportiocnate expenditure on food declines as income rises,
that on education and recrecation remains substantially the same, while that
on automobiles rises.

The proportion of cach group reporting an expenditure on any particular
item also changes from one income group to the next; the relative number of
units buying clothing and automobiles, for example, tends to rise with
income. A large number of single persons are included in the low income
spending units, Since single persons often do not prepare their meals at
home, but eat in restaurants or boarding-houses, the proportion of spending
units buying food to ecat at home is smaller for the low income groups than
for the higher incomec spending units.

The definitions of certain expenditure items are included in the appendix.
Data have been tabulated in greater detail than here presented and are

available at the Bureau for study.







Expenditure patterns of non-farm familles and single persons in Canada by income levels,
from September 1, 1947 to August 31, 1948

All Under | $1,051- [$1,550-] $2,051- [#2,550- |$3,051-]| $3,550- |$4,051-| $5,051
Expenditure Items incomes | $1,051 | $1,549 |$2,050 | $2,549 83,050 |[$3,549 | $4,050 |$5,050 | & over
% % % 4 % % 7 4 % 7%
Housing 10 14 2L 12 At} 9 10 9 9 7
Lodging ~ = = n T . L P 1 B
Other household expenses 2 14 il g2 12 . 10 10 10 9
Food &7 36 33 32 31 29 B 25 24 20
Furnishings and equipment . 3 5 5 % ¥ 7 7 7 6
Clothing iz 10 13 1 L1k 12 i 13 13 13
Transportation 8 4 6 6 6 8 9 <) 9 10
Medical care 3 5 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Personal care 1 & “ 2 2 “ 2 % 1 L
Education and recrestion 6 6 6 6 5 6 6 6 5 f
Taxes, charitable contributions

and insurance premiums 2 4 7 8 5 10 12 14 14 28
Miscellaneous expenses 3 2 % 3 3 3 2 2 3 2
TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
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Expenditure patterns

-3 =

from September 1, 1947 to August 31, 1948

of non-farm families and single persons in Canada by income level,

T RN S s Tople g ol oW -leple St A 1)
Under 51,051 $1,051-%1,54%
Expenditure Items Proportion |Proportion | Proportion| Proportion
reporting |of. total reporting | of total
g VL TSNS the item | expenditure| the item expenditursg
% i % %
Housing: 13.9 1.4
Rulmd meil™paiid,v. . o ielian o ik 43.8 ol 60.6 8.2
Repairs made by tenante...cvceeveces 5.6 sk 14.4 s
Expenses of owned hoM€esveeeseooases . L 5.4 36.2 350
Expenses of summer cottage.c..ceccess 1.0 - 2.8 -
Lodging: - e
IRERSCREMET S GO0 sl g™, <l e Bray daa 0.5 - 0.3 -
Persons working away from homes..... 0.8 - 1.6 oL
Bersengl traveling . 5.0 .l w mb-y ke o s 20T - 4.0 Al
Other Household Expenses: VSV 11.6
Fuela.-.-.-a.-..-...ao.a..----...o.o 5904 6.2 58'1 3.8
Other -‘electricity, laundry, etc... 86.7 5.3 86.8 3.9
Soap, tObaCCO, e'tC.........e........ 88.9 209 95!2 3'9
Food: 35.6 336
ESE M AIIEINER & s o fuiss one PPN, o, | 77.3 20,6 TN 28T
Betueei meal’ Iod o ot oot sates oo o 56.8 e 72.6 .9
RCSt&UI’S_nt meals...-.-e............- 31.9 1.5 46.6 4,.0
oy P g L a0 3 3.8 R3.8 3.0
Furnishings and Equipment: 677 34 o P | 4.9
Clothing: 10.2 2
s T P S . e - e 2.7 LR 9.6 .3
Bainbn -and, girls «(over LLIBi e cwss oolks 66.7 6.2 83 7.8
BRI N8 LAY 45 o on ool e han B 1 307 ody
I\Ien &nd bOYS (Over 14)0 ooooo LRI BV R R B Y ) Mos 2.6 5700 3-0
DA (ndon ™) sk i o oo o s beitimie il 28 i 12,6 o3
Material, dry cleaning and repairs.. 60.6 ilies . 79.9 pliga\ile
Miscellaneous....o-....---....-...-. 008 s 203 =
Transportation: LeR 5.4
Au’tomObile — net' pI‘iCe.....--o....-. 0'6 .5 4.0 1.2
Automobile operation.....cseceasnnes 10.0 i A 18.2 254
O.therO"'...OICCOC'...l'...l"..l.'. 73'4 2.3 83.6 2.3
Mcdical Care: 19=0 49 Toud 3.4
Personal Care: 87.3 1.4 98,0 1.6
Education and Recreation: 91.2 5.6 97.7 Sab
Taxes, Charitable Contributions and
Insurance Premiums: ons 3.6 93.9 bulT
Miscellaneous Expenses: 28 a2
TOI‘AL..QQG‘..O.I.'I.!0.0 O ® 89 &0 ¢y 0 lO0.0 lO0.0
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Expencditure patisrns

_4_

from September 1, 1947 to Auzust 31, 1948

of non-farm families and singlec persons in Canada by income level,

3 S o g i Sl e
i;1,550'$’2,050 $2’051'$'2,5[&9
Expenditure Items Proportion | Proportion | Proportion| Proportion
reporting |of total reporting | of total
. the item | expenditurc| the item expenditure
@ % % %
Housing: Ll s 10.8
TOt&l I‘ent paidccano oooooooo tee s e 6702 8-9 63-4 705
Repeirs made by tenanteseecevaves.s 23.0 8 29.2 o5
Expenses of owned home.sesessccens %] 23 36.9 2.6
Expenses of summer cottageece.c.. ' 2 - I )
Lodging: ad o1
BPREons ot SEhOoH s os wan ¥ 7 b Koot ol b 1.0 5
Persons working away from home.... 1.5 o1 2.5 3
o PETe T BT e T P S L ! e ol 9.4 "
Other Household Expenses: 11.2 1 3
Fuel-.--...-..........o.... ------- 59‘8 302 7004 302
Other =~ electpicidyy laundry, ete. 91.0 3.8 98.2 Gl
Boap,, teDUetn, TR .. . cois I8 N+ oo .Y 4e2 9%, 4R
Food: 3203 Jdgt
Eaten at home"IOOI'."'.'.’.l"‘. 86.9 26.6 91‘9 27'5
Between meal wf00dy qesecabdiwsessoe 80.0 1.0 85.4 .8
Restaurdnt mBa Lol vu. k' s 4w on oo o 50.6 i 570 1.4
Board.‘."‘.I‘l‘l'...'.l....."". 21.7 2.2 19.8 1'4
Furnishings and Equipment: 86.2 5.4 9.5 7.0
Clothing: 12,2 10.8
Girls (3 tO M)..v-o'n.oooocooacoo 16-4 04 24.9 .6
Women and girls {over 1A) sessess ou 82.4 P 89,2 be3
Boys (3 to M)Ot.o'otc.vooo.noc‘oc 157/ 5t o9 26.0 A7
Men, and bo®s i ( oveg 18 .« .rass Foi o8 088 4.0 90.8 m
Childrcn ('llndel‘ 3)'-.0'.!0'.."0!' 19.9 03 28.6 .4
Material, dry cleaning and repairs 83.4 1.2 88.5 1.k
'I’iiscellaneous.......”-........... 3.3 - 2-8 -
Transportation: 6.0 6«3
Automobile ~ net prices..sesescees 440 1.4 507 1.9
Justneiiile operatlonds cvwm. st s 20,2 2,0 29, a8
Othcr'.l...'.“lll."l"‘l'...l... 87‘1 2.6 89'9 2.2
Mcdical Care: 88,1 34 90.9 D
Personal Care: 99,0 1.6 99.9 Lid
Education and Recreation: 99,6 6.0 99.1 2.9
Taxes, Charitable Contributions and
Insurance Premiums: 98.0 7.8 99,3 Slac
Miscellanecous Expenscs: 2oy 249
TORAS, .. L, a4 N e o s it o 100,0 100.0
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Expenditure vatterns of non-farm families and single persons in Canada by income level,

from September 1, 1947 to August 31, 1948
3 Table V Table VI
12,550-53,050 $3,051-03,549
Expenditure Items Proportion |Proportion | Proportion |Proportion
reporting |of total reporting |of total
1] the item expenditure | the item expendi ture
% % % %
Housing: 9.2 L
Total rent paidooooooocoocooonau-' 5401 5.6 5704 5.9
Repairs made by tenantieeescecsces 27,7 o3 31.0 o3
Expenses of owned homEseeessersese L6l Bl Lha2 7:8
Expenses of swimer cotiageeeecesse 10.2 2 110572 o2
Lodging: ody oh
PhRuaens-ab SBROGLT < T o s o s o niige 156 adl: 2o .
Persons working away from home.... 3.3 ol 34E &1
Bercels BEETALLINE . ivolpe s sagod fo o/ % 16.6 ¥ 2853 o2
Other Household Expenses: 10.9 g 300 |
Fuel."‘..‘.‘.'l‘.‘....Il'.‘."." 76.9 3.1 72.8 2.6
Other - electricity, laundry, etc. 93 4.0 97.8 357
soap, tobacco’ th...'.....’...." 99'1 3.8 100.0 3.8
Food: 29.3 26.8
Eatcn at home....o.-..-..-..-...o- 98l0 2605 9601 23'9
Between meal £f00desvsssescsseancns 87.0 .8 88.4 Al
ERPRETPRnR e s o o, il su oib v1ss iy tidbaule 60,6 133 6806 .
Board..'.'.‘..l.l..‘.. ........ LN ] 21'5 .7 25.6 .8
Furnishings and Equipment: 97.0 s 96,5 v
Clothing: 11.8 10
Girls (3 to llp)cc.ooeaooo.ov---ocn 3001 08 3202 08
Women and girls (over 14)esesscess 95.3 56l ol Sg.
Boys (3 to lA)l.‘.l.'.l. llllllll .o 31.7 .8 33.6 .8
Men and boys (over 14)ecescveresee 95.0 3.6 93.5 3.7
Children (un.d.er 3)----0.0-0.-..0-. 30!1 04 20.5 .2
Material, dry cleaning and repairs 92,0 de ] 95.0 W
Miscellaneous........-........-..- 2.6 = l.6 ‘e
Transportation: ) 9.0
Automobile - net price.ciieeescess 11.4 eV 13.7 3.6
Automobile operationesecesse. sy e 3.0 4543 3.3
OthGr.--o-nooo-oco----.-.. ------ e 91.4 2.0 89.3 2.1
Mcdical Care: a8.7 3.2 97.6 3.0
Personal Ceare: 99,2 1.4 100.0 1.4
Education and Recreation: 100,0 6.1 100.0 5.9
Taxes, Charitable Contributions and
Insurancc Premiums: 100.0 1043 090 12.0
Miscellaneous Expenses: Y 2 57
TOMMRL &% s - . e ores it i il 100.0 100.0
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w Expenditure patterns of non-farm families and single persons in Canada, by income level,
. from September 1, 1947 to August 31, 1948
g T Table VII Table VIII
. %3 ,550~p4,4050 $4.9051=45,050
Expenditure Itcms Proportion| Proportion ([Proportion |Proportion
reporting | of total reporting |of total
the item expenditure |[the item expenditure
% % % %
Housing: 8.8 8.4
TOt&l 'I'ent paid...U.IOUUOOC.COCODI 51’4. 5.1 50.4 403
Repairs made by ten&nt.....--....- 2900 !3 31.8 .3
ExpenSeS Of omed home.o-----..coo 49.0 302 53.0 3'5
Expenses of summer cottagCeseceoass 14.9 "2 15.6 o3
Lodging: o C3,
PerSERe. 2% SChOOLe. s« i 63 o' o ol e d .6 ol 3,9 ¥l
Persons working away from home.... 2.0 — 5.6 o2
Pollttfie Weavedlinge.ivoe s sves i o 19.8 el 25,8 ol
Other Household Expenses: 9.3 10,0
Fuel.ll.l.l..'.‘...l.."..'."“'. 79.1 2.6 77.7 2.4
Other - electricity, laundry, etc. 99.6 387 98.8 4e0
SOREY EolEDR0 ;0 SBC4 v's ¢ '8 80t BT 0 70} 100.0 D 99.3 3.6
Food: 25.0 2445
Eaten at homC....-....---.---...oo 9’7.2 22.2 98.7 21.6
Betwcen mOal fOOdoo-.---.-.....a-. 9203 08 92'9 .8
Bedtaurant Meals... .. oo siassosos 67.8 138 76.0 1s2
Board..'C.'I..‘.0."......'.0'.00. 26‘1 .8 35‘5 .9
Furnishings and Equipment: 96.5 ¥l 99.0 Ted
Clothing: — 5 13,2
Girls (3 to 14)-00..0 oooooooooo L 3005 .8 2802 07
Women and girls (over 14)eec.coecses 9.7 6.0 98.0 6.0
Boys (3 tO M)ooli.o!.loc..cnc.oot 2908 I7 2506 05
MSn -andsboys (over fd)s .. v mbot 96.9 3.9 98.5 AR
it AUnder 3)...,.conunnirVos 20.6 R 18,1 =2
Material, dry cleaning and repairs 933 oh 96.5 2
MiSCGllanGOUS.....--..-........... 306 = 1-7 =
Transportation: = ] 8.9
Automobile = nCt priceo-.oo-no-ooo 1-2.8 303 14.6 303
Automobile operation..eeecececeees 478 344 477 3.2
Oth@r.--.-.-.......-.---.-.-..---. 9301 2.4 95.1 204
Medical Care: 97.9 3.2 98,1 3.0
Personal Care: 99.3 /7] 100,0 otk
Education and Recreation: 100,0 6.1 100.0 6.3
Taxes, Chariteble Contributions and
Insurance Premiums: 100.0 13.6 100.0 13.9
Miscellaneous Expensess 2.9 2,7
e, T R o, ot » bl b 100.0 100.0
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Expenditure patterns of non-farm families and single persons in Canada, by income level,
from September 1, 1947 to August 31, 1948

Table IX
$5,051 and over
Expenditure Ttems Proportion Proportion
reporting of total
the item expenditure
% %
Housing: 6.9
flakel el padl,h s s 1umdiuas v bl o r bl R 45.0 852
REpadrs madé by Sonanteeeco o oot e o 550 i +.0 ol o o
Sxpsases of owned hile-laed. . b« onlEb ot e 3.9
Expenses "éf sumner cot¥ags.. ... 8. 5. 21BNl H
Lodging: .8
IR R cEHBOL. Jante i o« 1 oo Putn Panhinds 6.9 i
Persons working away from homee..eeeeeeess 9.0 o2
Bwrsong’, Wravelling, veves o ume + o's Pumilaagibhe 3 5 o
Other Household Expenses: 8.9
Fucl.vllCll..l..l.l...'...l.l.‘b"'...l.ll 81.0 1‘9
OthOI‘ - electricity, laundry, C’tCQoooonn-o 10000 401
SO&p, tObaCCO, etco...0..'0.0.000.0.01!..' 99.4 2.9
Food: 19,7
Eaten at home.....l....".ll.-..!...‘..". 98.8 16.1
BEvten maad LOCH. s g v iee citue o dais s s tie il 9L o
Restaurant meals..........--.-..........-. 83.3 1-9
Board"‘-.0'.’.0'.....'C'.l'l.l.'....‘.". 41.3 llo
Furnishings and Equipments 99.4 6.0
Clothing: 13.3
C\'il’lS (3 tO 14)l‘c..t'lll..'tl‘l..l..'.l.. 2406 05
Wclen and girls (Ve 14) ... .. «cvuamati 97.6 6.8
Boys (3 to 14)..........l...l...."'.l‘... 26.5 .4
Milln and boye (OVer T4 ) i sedins s sih«see tliit lons 96.3 L3
Childron (undOT 3)...‘....'..."“l."l". k 1207 ll
Material, dry clecaning and repairses.cec... 96.9 " e
Miscellancous....'.l..l....l.'....'....'.' 3.9 S
Transportation: 3.8
AIBSRMODILE = et PrLcBee’y’s §vas o os o ol s plaghdns 21.6 a2
Automobile opcration.............O.'....... 64.9 4'0
Othcro.-otutltc-lnotc-l.plooona-ooootoclt.. 94.9 2.1
Medical Care: 98.0 o 8
Personal Carc: 100.0 1.3
Education and Recreation: 100.0 6.8
Taxes, Charitable Contributions and
Insurance Premiums: 99.6 2045 +
Miscellanecous Expensos: 2.9
TOTALG. - a0+ & BIORRIOI © 40 6o & ono b 8% TOIGE ol i 100.0
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DEFINITION OF EXPENDITURE ITENMS

In the expenditurc sections of the questionnaire families were asked to enter
the full purchase price of any goods bought, and the cost of services received
whether or not they were paid for in the year under consideration. However, the
purchase of a house during the survey year, or principal payments on e house bought
rreviously, were not included on the expenditure side because these payments were
regarded as an increase in assets, not an expense for current consumption., Sales
and excise taxes were included in the price of goods bought.

Some of the expenditure items appearing in the tables, are explained in more
detail below:

Rent

This item covers rents paid for all kinds of accomodaticn, including single-
rooms. The payment may cover various scrvices beyond actual shelter, such as
furnishings, heat, light, water and so on. Wherc rooms and board were paid for in
a lump sum smounts were allocated to rent and to board on the basis of the number
of meals per day covered by the total payment.

Expenses of owned home

Included here are property taxes or special assessments due in the year covered
(but not back taxes), insurance premiums due on the heme, interest due on mortgage
(not principal payments), repairs and replacements (not improvements), and such
miscellaneous expenses as upkeep of driveway, transfer of title, resurvey of
property, etc.

Fuecl

Coal, wood, sawdust, coke, keroscne, gasolinc (not for use in a car), and fuel
0il are included.

Other household expenses

This category covers expenses for ics, water, gas, clectricity, telephone,
laundry sent out, moving, freight, postage and telegraph, wages, uniforms and gifts
for paid household help, and small items such as frcezer locker, p.sd cffice ¥4x,
garbage disposal, ink, etc.

Miscellaneous

This item includes laundry and toilct soap, bleaches, scouring powder, polishes,
floor wax, paper supplies, cigarcttes, tobacco, pipes and other smoking supplies.

Furnishings and equipment

This covers such items as kitchen equipment, clcaning cquipment, laundry equip-
ment, furniture, floor covering, glass, china and silverware, houschold textiles and
the servicing, repairing, cleaning, insurance and rental of such furnishings and
equipment.

Clothing matrrial and services

Yard goods, yarn, pins, needles, thread, dry cleaning, storage of clothing,
seamstrcss and tailor charges, watch and jewelry rcpair, dyeing, and clothing
repair are included in this category.



wi
W e »

5‘”.. eXemifn
i v .iil i
- ATt
e
e B
T Rmebie ST
i

-.LI_ J

j!r *n, Htﬁ Y

'S 'I"'“' - u Jl.
'|"|...1-$ ks .:\-L h
‘I ,cr
=i -""l_ﬂ i,
: '!'I—-%’ 'ia‘ e ng:;d

--..:r.é.-

".

i mn[ﬁst!r' ik 44
Al #‘E?_'-; v,
-' ' vy

: . 8
o :H*ﬂt' “n’lﬂ'lu *ﬁ’w‘-fv m'-r"“

Ve 1A e e

u- m it A..,-naé _--'1*"“‘
h-r.-l-!"' ‘i_.... Xty TP ‘.'"_ .
.nﬂ fg.ﬂ -,"" j 'f‘nﬁa "'r

_f_.g;: uL.-.. W fieri 4

t-"#id [l _,.' =¥

PR A
ity
._ mhaﬂiﬁmfﬂ a.hﬂ"
rw L}- 1;.111 -‘I-J? i-..-.
g * I_l ’f1
1

‘“‘1.

‘!- 1‘}; .
D u:_'. Sl :,LL

.#,ﬁrm.ﬁi il z..u

:“'."- "-_ . '.'l'l"’:"-i".' *'t |.‘_
- '.‘ '_r 4 .'F...-ﬁ .-‘I I":l-';
=1 ‘_’J«"' L ST T o

i |




b

~

0

Other clothing Gxpanza

A TolReer

This category izncluccs the infrequent items of clothing which could not
be classified under *lie headings used in the questionnaire.

Net price of cars bcught

Trade~in allowsiices, if any, were deducted from the price of cars bought.
If a car was bought o bec used partly for busincss, the appropriate fraction of
its cost was subtracisd from femily living expenses and transferred to increase
in investment in tusicess.

Auytomobile omeration

The costs of a. lorniobile operation include bires, tubes, gas and oil, repairs,
parts, servicing, avtomobile insurance, car and drivers' licences, parking and
garage rent, tolls, hcaters, secat covers, fincs, and accessories, If the car was
used partly for tu:iness the sppropriate fraction of its operation costs was sub-
tracted from family living expenses and trecated instead as a business expense
to be dedusted {rom russ business income.

Qther transwortaticn

Inciuded her¢ =ie taxi fares, rent of car, purchasc and upkeep of motorcyecle,
bicycle or boat If these were used mainly for transportation rather than recrea-

i ~

tion, street cav, Lus and Tarry fares, train, bus, plane cr ship fares.

Medical and_dental carc

This category covers professionsl services by = doctor, csteopeth, chiro-
practor, optomsirist or optician, cost of cye glasses and repairs to them, dental
care including x-roys, hespital ard nursing care, physiotherapy, medicines and
drugs and applisnces and supplies such as thermometers, syringes, adhesive tape,
etc,

Personal care
This item incluvdes tlie eost of haircuts, shaves, permanent waves, shampoos
and finger waves, suaving soap, hair preparations, tocth-paste, cosmetics, combtas,

toothbrushes. ragors, hair pins, cleaning Lismanas; utc,

Recreation, rosding, education, giits

Recreation exvansers include movies, admissicns to plays, concerts, dances,
fairs, etc., the cost of children's toys and equipment; equipment, fees and licences
for games and sports, duns to social and recreational clubs; hobbles, pets, radios,
phonographs, records, i.'sical instruments, cameras and films. The expenses of a
vecation o not aprcar hore but were entered under housing, transportation, and the

2

other approoriate hecadirvyss. Education expenses include school books and supplies
r ¢ 4= Xp ’

tuitign for stujenis and spacial le$3ons in music, dancipg and so o%. Under gifts
were included gilfts to porsons outslde the economic family, and contributions to the

support of relatives cubside tao economic feamily. Gifts exchanged by members of the
family were not enisved hore, but in the appropriate expenditure section of the
questionnal

B,

Personal Insursnce premiiiis, tavns. charitable contributions, etc,

This item irciudes income taxes, personal property taxes, succession duties,
contributicns %o charitzhle, religious and educational organizations, personal
insurance premiums (minus dividerds received) payments for group medical care and
group hospitalizaticn; hoalth and accident insurance premiums, unemploymert insure

ance, paymenis o retircmant or pension funds, poll taxes, duty, etc.




BIBLIOTHE

Wi <

1010367536



