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Dominion indexes of retail sales have been published by the Internal Txade 
Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics since the beginning of 1929. While these 
provide a useful measure of the trend in consumer purchasing in the country as a 
whole, they cannot be considered as re,resentative of the trend in any one region. 
In a country such as Canada with its vast geographical proportions and diversity in 
natural resources, industries and climate, it is to be expected that their will be 
dtfferenes both in the seasonal pattern and also in the underlying trend in consumer 
purchasing in different sections. In order to provide current marketing data on a 
regiomal basis and at the same time to provide the ipdividuat retailvr with e more 
valid standard for comoarjson with his own results the Internal Trade Branch has been 
expanding the scoof the monthly surveys of retail trade to include separate figures 
for each of the economic divisions of the country. Monthly indexes of drug store sales 
for each of the five regions and covering the three-year period, 1936--198 are con-
tained in this rexrt. Current figures on a regional basis wilL be included in future 
issues o" the bulletin, "Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales." 

The Dominion average indexes previously published were compiled from returns 
submitted by the 1rger chain store companies. Adjustments were made to allow for 
the o7ening or closing of chain units s that the indexes reflected the trend in sales 
Por a constant number of units rather than the trend in drug chain sales as a who1e 
:'inLng recent months monthly sales figures covering the period, 196-198 were secur- 

from ap'iroxtmotely 500 individual independent stores. These figures have been used 
supplement the chain store data previusiy available and the canbined results, 

'operly weighted in :roportiun to the relative importance of chains and independents, 
rm the basis o the !egina1 indext of drug store saLes presented in this bulletin. 

Incluoing chains and independents, monthly sales figures are now available covering 
the operations of almost 800 stores and it is estimated that these transact more than 
40 per cent of the total drug store business in Canada. The coverage of sales ranges 
from 36 per cent in British Columbia to 50 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 
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Table 1. ---Co verawe of Drue,  Store Sales in Llonthly 
Indexes,_byRqg.ons 

Region 

CANADA ............... 

Maritime Provinces ............. 
Quebec ......................... 
Ontario ........................ 
Prairie Provinces .............. 
British Columbia ............... 

Total Drug 
Store Sales 

1936 
Estimated( 1 ) 

4,735,000 
1,188, 331 
30,647,000 
11,843,000 
5,242,000 

Number 
of 

Stores 

88 
124  
361 
150 
54 

onthly 
1936 - 

% of 
Total 

- 

	

2 31 434,165 	51.4 

	

4 1 719,.47 	38.7 

	

13,389,721 	45.7 

	

4,384,511 	39.0 

	

1,871,135 	35.7 

(1) Taken from results of annual survey of retail trade published by Internal 
Trade Branch for 1936. 

Trend in Sa1es 	9-1938 

The underlying trend in drug store saLes as refLected in the seasonalLy 
adjusted index was upward during 1936 and during the rirst eight months of 1977. 
Sales or the Dominion averaged 8.3 per cent higher in 1937 than in 196 while gains 
for the various regions for which separate results are •rnh.lished ranged from 3.9 per 
cent for the Prairie Provin'es to 10.1 per cent for the M:LrT.t,inle Provinces. Ontario 
and Quebec sales both gained 8.6 per cent while British Columbia reported a gain of 
9.6 per cent. Notwithstanding a downward turn in the latter part of 1937 and which 
extended Into 1938, sales for the latter year were relatively well maintained. Sales 
for the country as a whole averaged only 1.5 per cent lower in 1958 than in 1937 
while decreases for those regiDns reporting declines were 1.5 per cent for British 
Columbia, 1.8 per cent for Ouebec, 1.9 per cent for Ontario, and 4.4 per cent for 
the Maritirnes. Sales in the Prairie Provinces were 1.7 per cent greater in 1938 
than in 1957. 

Trend in Prices 

Changes in the dollar value of sales reflect vartii.ir:s in ric Levels 
as well as changes in the quantities of goods sold. While it would be exceedingly 
difficult to construct a price index which would accurately deflate the dollar 
value of drug store sales, there is evidence t.s show that most of the variation in 
the dollar sales over the period under review was due to changes in the quantities 
of goods purchased rather than to any appreciable variation in price levels. Accord-
ing to the results of the Census of Merchandising Establishments, sales of drug 
stores in 1950 were comprised to the extent of 55 per cent drugs and drug sundries, 
10 per cent cigars, cigarettes and tobacco and about 13 per cent toilet articles and 
preparations. Sub-group price indexes for these three groups, as compiled by the 
Prices Section of the Internal Trade Branch, reveal but minor movements during the 
period, 1956-1958. A composite index including these three groups of commodities 
and thus giving representation to 78 per cent of the sales of drug stores, varies 
within limits of about one-half of one per cent. It is thus apparent that the varia-
tion in dollar sales was due almost entirely to changes in the quantities of goods 
purchased. 
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Table 2.-Composite Index of Ret1 Prices Based on Prices of 
Medjcine Toilet Articles and ejjons and Tobacco. 

(Average 196 = 100) 

Jan. Feb. March April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nw. 

-- -. 

Dec. 

1936 	..... 99.7 99.7 99.7 100.2 100.2 100.2 100.1 100.1 100.1 100.1 100.1 100.1 

1937 	..... 100.1 100.1 100.0 100.5 100.5 100.4 100.4 100.4 100.4 100.4 100.4 100.4 

1938 	..... 100.4 100.4 100.4 100.6 100.6 100.6 100.5 103.5 103.5 100.6 100.6 100.6 

Seasonal Variajn in Drug Store S ales  

The annual business transacted by drug stores is more uniformly distributed 
over the various months of the year than is Cound to be the case in most lines Qi re-
tail trade. It is true tb:-it there is a peak in the month oC December when sales aver-
age about 24 per cent higher than a normal month due to the Christmas trade. There is 
also a low point in the month or January due to a falling off in sales or pre-Christ-
mas merchandise such as toilet articles and preparations, stationery, and other Christ-
mas giCts. With the exception of these twc months, there is but slight variation in 
the pr000rtions of the annual drug store business transacted in the various months of 
the year. The seasonal pattern of drug store sales in the Prairie Provinces varies 
from that for other regions, increased income in the Autumn months giving rise to a 
stimulus in all lines of retail buying in the months of September and October. The 
following table shows the percentage of annual drug store sales transacted in the 
different months of the year in the various economic divisions of the country: 

Table 3--Percentagfi AnnuaL. Drug Stgr 
Normally Trangacted iDjfferent_Monta_Qf_thh. 

CANADA I Maritimes I Quebec I Ontario 
Prairie 

Provinces 
British 
Columbia 

/0 

January ............ I 	7.7 I 	7.5 	I 	8.1  I 	7,,8 	I 	7.4 	I 	7.7 
8.2 7.8 8.7 8.2 7.7 8.0 

March 	.......... 8.1 8.1 8.5 8.2 7.7 7.8 
8.2 8.1 8. 8.1 8.1 8.1 
8.0 8.1 7.9 8.1 8.1 7.8 

April 	............... 

8.0 7.9 8.1 8.2 7.5 7.9 

February 	........... 

8.0 8.2 7.7 8.2 7.7 8.0 
8.2 8.6 8.1 8.7 8.1 8.2 

May 	.............. 
June 	............ 

8.5 8.2 8.3 8. 3  9.3 8.8 

July 	................ 
August 	.............. 

October 	.. . - 3.5 8.3 3.4 8.2 9.5 9.0 
September ...........

November 	.......... 8.3 8.0 8.5 O.f' 8.2 8.0 
December 	............ 10.3 11.2 9.4 13.? 10.7 10.7 

100.0 1 100.3 	1 100.0 1 103.0 	1 100.0 	1 100.0 
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Commodities Sold by Drug Stores 

In connection with the Census of Merchandising Establishments taken at the 
time of the Decennial Census of 1931, information was secured from the larger retail 
stores regarding sa1s by commodity groups. Results of that inquiry indicate that 
55.0 per cent of drug store sales consisted of drugs and drug sundries. Toilet 
articles and preparations accounted for 12.9 per cent of the annual turnover whil€ 
cigars, cigarettes and tobacco comçrised another 10.1 per cents The remaining 22 per 
cent was made up of other commodities of which stationery, books and magazines, soda 
fountain sales including lunches and candy and confectionery were the most important. 
The percentage distribution of drug store sales for 1930 as obtained from the census 
results are shown in the following table: 

4—Perc enta 	Dr-ug Sp;' Sa1e 
by ComnlQditles, Cana . ,Q 

Commodity Per Cent 
of Sales 

Bottled Beverages .................................1.3 
Cameras and photographic supplies .................2.5 
Candy, confectionery and nuts ................. 	5.1 

. 

Cigars, cigarettes, tobacco and smokers' supplies 	0.1 
Drugs and drug sundries......................... 	..55.0 
Professional and scientific instruments and equip- 

ment..........................................0.4 
Service (photo-.-finishing) .........................0.9 
Soda fountain sales, ice cream and lunches 4.2 
Stationery, books and magazines .................5.9 
Surgical, dental and hospital supplies ......... 0.9 
Toilet articles and preparations .................12.9 
Miscellaneous merchandise ........................0.8 

Indexes of'_&. 

The following table presents indexes of dollar sales for the period, 1936--
1938 for Canada as a whole and for each of the five economic divisions. The average 
monthly sales for 1936 is used in each case as the base upon which the indexes are 
cornouted. Three sets of index numbers are shown. The first is the index based on 
total monthly sales. The second set gives indexes of average daily sales in com-
puting these tndexes allowance was made not only for differences in the number of 
business days in various months but also for differences in the sales importance of 
different days of the week. The third set of index numbers are further corrected 
for normal seasonal variations as based on the average seasonal movements over the 
period under review. 

The charts following the tables present graphically the seasonal movements 
and underlying trend in drug store sales during the past three years. 
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Table 5--Indexts 	Store S1 ,byi Regions 

(Aver.ge !or 1938100) 

A. Unadjusted. 	B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 

C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and 6easonal Variations 

Year and 

Month 

CANADA  iiIARLTtMES QUEBEC  

A B C A B C A B C 

1936 	January 90.9 89.1 95.8 85.8 84.1 93.4 94.3 92.5 95.4 

February 92.2 94.7 96.6 87.4 89.7 95.4 98.0 100.6 96.7 

94.2 95.2 98.1 92.0 92.9 95.8 100.5 101.5 99.5 

96.2 97.8 99.8 94.7 96.2 98.2 97.9 99.5 99.5 

May 	....... 97.9 95.7 99.7 98.3 96.1 99.1 96.7 94.5 99.5 

March ....... 

April ....... 

June 	...... 94.7 96.9 100.9 93.7 95.9 100.9 96.8 99.1 102.2 

98.0 96.1 100.1 99.6 97.6 99.6 94.4 92.5 99.5 July ........

August 97.5 96.2 98.2 103.3 10°.0 99.0 96.9 94.7 97.6 

September 100.6 102.2 100.2 98.5 100.1 102.1 97.6 99.2 100.2 

October 107.8 103.4 10L.4 104.4 100.1 100.1 105.9 101.5 100.5 

November 99.1 103.6 103.6 97.0 101.4 105.6 102.8 107.4 105.3 

December 130.7 128.6 103.7 145.0 142.7 106.5 119.4 117.5 104.0 

Yearly Average ... 100.0 - - 100.0 - - 100.0 - - 

1937 	January .... 100.7 98.4 105.8 96.5 94.3 104.8 104.7 107.3 105.5 

February 98.3 107.1 109.3 92.8 101.1 107.5 107.1 116.7 112.2 

105.8 104.8 108.0 109.0 107.9 111.2 110.5 109.4 107.3 

102.1 103.4 105.5 103.5 104.9 107.0 104.9 106.3 106.3 

105.2 103.8 138.1 105.7 104.3 107.5 103.8 102.5 107.9 

June 	........ 101.8 103.5 107.8 100.7 102.3 107.7 102.1 103.8 107.0 

107.6 107.2 107.5 114.9 110.2 112.4 106.7 101.3 138.9 
107.1 108.2 110.4 114.0 115.2 111.8 107.0 138.1 111.4 

September 110.2 112.0 139.8 108.2 110.0 11°.2 108.9 110.7 111.8 

July 	........ 

August ...... 

October 113.8 111.2 109.0 116.0 115.4 115.4 111.9 109.4 108.3 

November 104.5 107.0 107.0 103.4 105.8 110.2 107.8 110.3 108.1 

March 	....... 
April 	....... 

December 138.3 135.6 109.4 157.0 153.9 114.9 128.5 166.0 111.5 

May 	......... 

Yearly Average ... 108.0 - - 110.1 - - 108.6 - - 

1938 	January .... 101.7 100.4 108.0 131.3 100.0 111.1 136.2 104.8 108.0 
February 94.1 102.5 134.6 92.7 101.0 107.4 99.2 108.1 107.9 

103.6 102.0 105.2 102.9 101.3 104.4 109.6 107.9 105.8 
105.0 104.0 106.1 106.5 105.4 107.6 107.5 103.4 106.4 

March 	....... 
April 	....... 

May 	......... 100.6 101.6 105.8 101.2 102.2 105.4 130.2 101.2 106.5 

101.1 102.7 107.0 93.3 130.9 133.2 103.9 102.5 135.7 

104.5 132.2 103.5 135.2 102.8 134.9 131.5 99.2 106.7 

105.8 104.8 106.9 108.4 107.3 134.2 104.3 103.3 106.5 
July 	........ 
August ......

September 107.6 139.0 106.9 131.0 102.3 104.4 104.6 106.0 107.1 

June 	........ 

October 113.0 111.5 109.5 108.1 106.7 103.7 111.9 110.F 139.4 

November 107.5 105.2 105.2 99.4 101.0 105.2 107.7 109.5 107.4 
December 173.0 130.4 105.2 156.9 131.3 98.0 125.9 123.7 106.0 

Yearly Average ... 103.4 - - 135.3 - - 103.6 - 
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Table 5--Indexes of Drug Store Sales, by Itegions--(Concl.) 

(Average for 1936100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Corrected for Number of Business Days. 

C. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations 

Year and 

Month 

ONTARIO 

A 	B 	C 
 PRAIRIES  BRITISH_COLUMBIA 

A B C A B C 

1936 	January 92.5 90.7 96.5 86.9 85.2 95,7 86.3 84.6 92.0 
February 93.3 95.8 96.8 86.3 88.6 95.3 89.1 91.5 95.3 
March 	....., 94.6 95.6 97.6 89.1 90.0 97.8 90.7 91.6 97.4 
April 	..... 96.1 97.7 100.7 96.0 97.6 100.6 94.7 96.2 99.2 
May 	........ 98.9 96.7 99,7 98.3 96.1 99.1 93.3 91.2 98.1 
June....... 95.7 98.0 100.0 91.0 93,1 103.4 93.0 95,2 100.2 
July 100.8 

.. 

98.8 100.8 93,1 91.3 98,2 99.1 97.2 101.3 
August 97.1 

.. 

95.9 97.9 96,7 95.5 98.5 100.7 99.4 101.4 
September 97,6 99.2 100.2 110.8 112,6 100.5 104.3 106.0 100.0 
October 104,2 99.9 100.9 118.6 113.7 99.7 112.7 106.1 100.1 
November .., 99.0 103.4 104.4 97.3 101.7 103.8 96.5 100.8 105.0 
December 129.8 127.8 103,1 135.9 133.8 104.5 139.1 136.9 106.1 

Yearly Average ... 100.0 - - 100.0 - - 100,0 - 

1937 	January .... 102,0 99.7 106.1 94,2 92.1 103,5 102.2 99,9 108.6 
February 99.0 107.8 108.9 89.8 97.8 105.2 96.8 105.4 109,8 
March 	...., 106,8 105.7 107.9 99.0 98.0 106.5 101.5 100.5 106.9 
April 	..... 101.5 102.8 106.0 100,2 101.5 104.6 102.6 104.0 107.2 
May 	........ 106.3 104,9 108.1 104.6 103.3 106,5 103.2 101.9 109.6 
June 	....... 103.7 105,4 107.6 96.5 98.1 109.0 102.4 104.1 109.6 
July 	....... 110.8 106.2 108.4 97.4 93.4 100.4 109.5 105.0 109.4 
August 108.8 109.9 112,1 100.3 101.3 104,4 106.3 107.4 109.6 
September 108.4 

.. 

.. 

110,2 111.3 114.3 116.2 103.7 117,0 118.9 112.2 
October 110.8 

.. 

108.3 109,4 118.4 115.7 101.5 123.6 120.8 111.9 
November 106.0 108,5 109.6 97,7 100,0 102.0 103.3 105.7 110.1 
December • 139,4 136.7 110,2 134.8 132.2 103.3 146.4 14:.5 111.2 

Yearly Average ... 108.6 - - 103.9 - - 109.6 - - 

1938 	January .... 103.0 101.7 108.2 93.9 92,7 104,2 101.6 100.3 109.0 
February 94.5 102.9 103,9 88.5 96.4 103,7 93.9 102.3 106.6 
March 	...... 104.4 102.8 104.9 94.9 93,4 101.5 104.3 102.7 109.3 
April 	...... 105.0 104.0 107.2 101.2 100,2 103.3 106.6 105.5 108.8 
May 	........ 101.8 102,8 106.0 97.6 98.6 101.6 101.1 102.1 109.8 
June 	....... 

.. 

103.5 105.2 107.3 98.0 97,6 108.4 100.2 101.8 107.2 

.. 

105. 103.5 105,6 103,4 101,1 108.7 106.0 103.6 107.9 July 	........ 

.. 

105.8 104.8 106.9 106.3 105.2 108.5 106.5 105.4 107.6 
September 105.4 106.8 107.9 116.5 118.0 105.4 114.0 115.5 109.0 

August 	....... 

October 

.. 

108.2 106.8 107,9 126.0 124.4 109,1 119.1 117.6 108.9 
November 103.3 105.0 106.1 102.0 103.7 105,8 101.3 102.9 107.2 
December 137.0 141.4 106.0 141,6 135,8 106.1 141.0 135.2 104.8 

Yearly Average ... 106.5 - - 105.7 - - 108.0 - - 
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