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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ECTABLISEMENTS, 1941

SHOE RETAILING IN CAN&DA, 1941

This is one of a series of trade reports presenting a summary of the
salient features of the retail trade of Canada as revesled in the final results of
the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments for 1941. The complete results
of the retail merchandise trade section of the census are contained in Volume X of the
1941 Census Report. This bulletin gives a summary of the figures relating to the
retail distribution of shoes and the operations of specialty shoe stores.

Retuil Sales of Shoes and Cther Footwear

Retail sales of shioes and other footwear through all types of retail
outlets are ectimated at $93.439,900 or £.76 per cent of the total sales of all com-
modities sold through reteil outlets in 1941. Ontario accounted for 38.79 per cent
of the total Tigure while corresponding ratics for other provinces stand at £3.44 per
cent for {juetec, &.51 per cent for kaunitcba, €.21 per cent ior British Columbie, 5.99
per cent for Leskutchewan; 5.41 per cent for alberts, 5.0 per ¢ent ror Nova Scotia,

.

2.99 per ceut for New Brunswick and G.¢7 per cent for Prince Edward Island.

Retail sales figures on a commodity basis are difficult to secure
since few firms maintaein exact sules records of individusl commodities. For this
resson the commodiity sales quoted above must be considered as the most accurate es-
timates available rathier than exact figures. Furthermore it should be stated that
the provincial distribution of choe sales given in the preceding paragraph is based
on the geographical distribution according to the province in which the business was
transacted rather than the province in which that business originasted. For example
mail order house sales are attributed to the province in which the establishment is
located. They are not distributed over the provinces from which that business was
drawn.

Shoes and other footwear are sold in country general stores, in
departiment stores ana in some other kinds of reteil outlets in addition to stores
specializing in the sale of shoes and classified for census purposes as specialty
shoe stores. The relative proportions vary for men's and women's shoes. Approxtmate-
ly 40 per cent of the total sales of men's shoes were made through specialty shoe
shops. Another £l per cent was trunsacted by department stores and mail order



.-2;;

offices while country gencral stores accounted for 14 per cent. Family clothing
stores. and stores specislizing in the ssle of men's clothing or furnishinge cons-
titute other important cutiets for men™s and boys' shoes.

The proportion of women's shoe sales made by specialty shoe shops
was higher. amounting to 54 per cent. Department stores uccounted for S& per cent
while the proportion for country general stores was only 6 per cent.

Specialty Shoe Stores

There were 1.674 retail outlets which specialized in the sale of
shoes and other footwear in Canada in 1941 and these had total sales of $44,057,300.
The great majority of these stores carried both men't and women's footwear. There
were only 54 stores with $1,052,000 sales which specialized in men's and boys! shoes
and 57 stores with $2,C5C,80C sales which speciazlized in women's footwear. The re-

maining 1.563 stores with $40.954.500 sales carried footwear for both men and women.

There were 35 chain companies (each with four or more retail units)
speciglizing in the sale of shoes and these operated a total of 457 stores with
$16.397.900 sales or 37.2 per cent of the volume of business done by ell specielty
shoe shops in 1941. The corresponding ratio in 193C was #1.1 per cent indicating
& consideruble development in the chain store type of distribution in the shoe re-
tailing field during the intercensal period.

when classified according to the volume of business transacted
there were 251 stores each of which hed annual sales of less than #5,000 in 1941.
There were 38 stores each with annual sules of $100,000 or more. The remaining
stores occupied intermediate positions between these two gize classes. Stores
kaving annual sales of betweern $20,.000 and §5C,000 formed the lergest group. There
were 578 such stores and another 407 stores with sales of between $10,000 and $cC,000.

Not &ll stores were able to cepurste their cash from their credit
business. Results for 1.3%l stores which were eble to furnish this information
indicated that credit sales formed only 4.£ per cent of the total business trans-
acted . Year-end sccounts outstanding were reported by &ll firms and amounted to
$1 . 741,500,

Opersting expenses averuged 26.5 per cent of sales for a group
of 876 independent shoe stores able to supply the necessary expense date., The
imputed value of proprietors' services forms an important element of operating
expense amounting to 5.7 per cent of sales. Employees' wages formed 9.3 per cent
of sules; rentals formed another 5.8 per cent and &ll other operating expenses formed
the remairing 7.7 per cent. The expense ratio for chain store companies was slightly
lower than for independents, smounting to 25.5 per cent of sales.
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Table 1.--Specialty Shoe Stores - Principal Statistics by Provinces, 1941
(len's, women'®s and family shoe stores combined)

Prince N
Canada(l) Bdwerd | o OZ?
Icland SEhan
1. RElE N oW St EGMR. . il B, oo Bodka 9 s D0k 30 alesuody s 1.€74 8 7L
ST T TSR T SR S O S N A $ 44,087,500 | 221.500 | 2,055,900
BRSOl TRl | enl Of JOBT hn:qtacis enoos snm $ 15.244,500 | 118,800 718,000
Proprietors of unincorporated companies
4. e Of Malke PROPBLEBODRS: 40d ¢ w ts s Fovsamcnm:wo 1,045 5} 48
5 Number of female proprietors ..... 5 91 L 4
Employees and Wages
Full-time employees
Bl Numbier: ~of Male ie..: ob« . vans 2.593 8 54
7' Nuraben aif  Bemale™ o . o'i.d 44 od 796 14 (215
8. Salaries and wages ..... . $ 3.946.0C0C 16,000 128.800
Part=-time employees
91, INETRIC 27 gl 12U = R S SR e R LR S R S 1.515 L4 a3
10. BnEeTEN el remales et . ovoic dd o kb o 631 - 49
i1, B TBIENC A WA EE: ohe 0w - 5 w70 srass ois s1o 00 s1ss aosa |9 452.400C 200 15.800
Stores GClassified by Size of Business
Annual Sales
N A hess fthian $56000 . . .e:i0 00004 Nuifber of stores 251 3
15. Total seles $ 686 .200 = 7.600
.- RG00 - 80,999 . ......... +s.. Number of stores 2£9 €
15 5 Total sales $ 1.658,500 & 42,800
16. $10.000 -~ $19.999 . Number of stores 407 4 17
s Total sales $ 5.99£.80C 6£,500 236,000
18, $20,000 = $49,999 .......ce5v.. Number of stores 578 & 36
19. Total sales $ 18.331,900 (x) 1,106,300
20, $50,000 - $99.999 . Number of stores 1.7 J 8
21, Total sales $ 11.087.700 (x) (x)
2%, $100,000 anc over . Number of stores 38 i
28 Total sales $ 6.280,200 (x)
Stores Classified by Type of Operation
4. Independent stores .......sss:-... Number 1 25 6 58
25. Sales, Amount ¢ 27,605.600 (x) (x)
26, Per cent of *%otal 68 .7 (%) (x)
27 CHAHID SHOBES: Ts o oo Mo oLl ombr ddi e, o Number 457 I8 13
28 Sales, Amount ¢ 16,397,900 (ac) (x)
29. Per cent of total a2 {x) {x)
30. Othen ypes R OPeBatION '« . ke as . Naben z du -
s Sales, Amount $ 33.800 (x)
&gt Per cent of total (0¥ 1t (x)
Credit Business. 4ccournts keceiveble
335. Number of stores reporting &ll cash or
proportion of cash and credit sales .c-........ g 1. S28 7 58
34, Total sales Of Such SLOTES cooorovsecncsosoiassss | $ 38,569.900 195,600 1.560.300
15T Credit sales of such stores ....... Amount $ 1.622.200 12,200 120,200
36, Per cent of total sales for stores reporting .. 4.5 6.3 7.7
37. Year-end accounts receivable............ RO | S F 13.000 61.600
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Table 1.~-Specialty Shoe Stores - Principal Statistics by Provinces, 1941

(ienfs, women's and family shoe stores combined )

BruﬁZXick Quebec Ontario Manitoba :ﬁ:ﬁii Alberta gz;z;sﬁa
40 514 788 33 32 43 145 o
1,187,200 | 12,462,800 | 20,451.000 | 1,492,700 | 893,500 | 1,523,600 | 5.749,100 2.
432,600 4,245,600 7.005, 300 583,600 | 353,500 464,700 | 1,32£,400 S.
22 351 476 20 19 25 99 4,
2 29 46 - 3 2 5 sk
49 619 1,172 107- 59 92 233 6.
53 i 142 399 L7 10 19 57 7.
86,400 1,010,700 1,851,500 186,000 93,800 166,300 404,500 8.
16 675 590 34 24 39 108 9,
27 201 299 4 5 7 36 10.
6,100 176,300 18%,9C0 9,000 9,900 14,500 38,100 145
4 85 115 3 5 11 25 12.
10,200 218,800 330,500 10,400 13,100 25,400 70,2C0 s,
5 78 114 7l ;1 4 25 14.
35,400 564,300 811,000 6,000 7,200 27,600 164,. 00 158
6 185 204 8 2 4 42 16.
95,500 1,642,100 %,039,200 100,700 103,8C0 66,000 647,000 17.
16 gl 274 10 14 w o 18.
447,200 5,670,900 8,609,000 (x) 425,400 528,100 | 1,099,000 19.
9 59 64 8 5 g 14 20.
598, 900 3,665,300 4,192,900 550,200 344,000 (x) 983, 5C0 21,
- 6 20 2 - 4 ! 4 22,
701,400 3,468,400 ) - {al ) 845,200 28y
: | i
28 383 | 580 { A 27 & 118 24 .
(8] '7,440,100 | 11,569,000 . (x) (x) (x) 2,830,200 25.
(x) 59.7 56,6 | (x) (x) (x) 75.5 26.
13 1M 257 2 5 6 30 27.
(x) 5,022,700 8,879,700 (x) (x) (x) 918,300 28,
(x) 40.3 45.4 (x) (x) (x) 24.5 | 29,
- il - - - 30.
- - (x) - = = 3.
- . (x) . - ’ - | 8.
34 | 366 669 25 28 31 103 | N8
1,043,000 ; 10,579,200 18,634,500 | 1,16#,100! €55,000! 1,374,800 | 3,167,400 | 34.
130,000 | 226,600 | 706 , 30C 34,100 82,400 61,700 248,700 | 35,
12786 { 2.1 5.6 2.9 9.6 4.5 7.9 | 86.
39,100 207,100 1,300,200 16,000 16,900 13,900 73,500 3%

|

(1) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories.

an (x) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individusl operatiouns,
but these are included in the totals.
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Table z.-~Farmily Uhoe Stores-Operating kxpenses Independent Stores by Size of
Business for Owned snd Rented Stores, Caneda, 1941,

R S S T SIS SEET ISR ; = P pa— Py

Tilkaitdt Ofi Laka & E Operating expeuses, per cent of sales

Annual Sales Sbtores | Stores T Proprie- | Employ=- ' X
Reporting ' Reporting‘>Total tors ces* | Rentals _Egt -

| _ | Services | Wages B e
{

Total, all stores £76 28,600 26 .5 Swd I 9.3 3.8 | )
Owned 27 38 736 2599 7+9 Es6 - ' 9.4
Rented 659 189.864 26.8 W3 9.5 4.6 ‘ 7.4
Less than $2,00C e 427 | 45.0] 18.7 3.3 8.0 3,0
Owned 19 180 49 .4 2B 6 4 4 ! - 19.4
Rented 10 247 41.7 1%.8 a9 0| s IEE7

$2,000 - 4,999 89 Jallb 54 .0 13,5 ﬁ 5.3 4.8 l 182
Owned 4z 1.444 I2a3 Tone K0, — i j L )
Rented 47 ; Ly671 35 .4 12 UG 8.9 .5

; ! '
$5,000 - 9,999 | 137 ! 10,093 ! 31,9 14,9 g |l F.a 8.3
Owned ! 50 1 3.782 £9.9 15%0 Dl = 9.7
Rented 87 Gy GF7L 33.1 14.9 9:4 5.4 7.4
$10,000 ~ 19,999 285 56,787 oS 8.6 6.9 4. j;i 8.0
Owned 22 7.126 8.5 1081 Vi, = 10.9
Rented <03 29,661 <7 .4 8.2 6.9 5.0 )
$20,000 -~ 29,999 148 S1,256 z5.8 6.4 | 78 3.9 77
Owned 29 5,909 5.8 % Wl 8.4
Rented 105 25,3555 261s3 6= 1 ; g 4.8 )
$50,000 - 49,999 159 52,806 | 26.0l 5.9 | 9.2 ] 40 7.0
Owned “1l | 7.687 23w6 = 8.1 s )
Rented; 118 | 45,119 A6, 6 527 9.3 4.7 6.9
1 !
$50,000 - 99,999 { g8l { 53 846, 1  £53 3.8 1033 8.8 7.4
Oowned 8 | 24,9 | 246 5.3 6.4 10.9
Rented 79 48,976 8.3 36 | 10.4 4.2 %l
’ i I !

$100,000 and over L 2¢ | 40,590 ( 2B.6 20,4 Btk s 8.4
Owned 6 ; 8,104 20 6 L8 9 13.2 - (e B)
Rented 18 l 32,466 26.9 LS l 3.1 3.9 8.3
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Table 3.--Speciulty Shoe Stores-Number of Stores and Value of Sales, in Places

of 10,000 Population and Over, 1941

(Men®s, women's and family shoe stores combined)

= . T Populati Number of Totel
) pulation umber © 1
L ead e 1941 Stores Seles
¢

Bel JIGVAMAE . colgie eds s oo 15,710 8 308,200
BRENGIGE" ke oG 00 86 4 s 17,3583 3 160,300
BRETIARORAY Sl o oo 3 b + - 31,948 9 263,300
Bl e k..o eds cn.... 11,342 5 121,100
RERLTEDY, wdo e (15 0% o o o o 88,904 14 946,600
Cap-de~la-kadeleine 11,961 1 {24
Charlottetown . 14,821 /4 190,000
Chatham, Ontario 17,369 9 310,000
Chicoutimi 16,040 2 (x)
Cornwall 14,117 7 244,200
Dartmouth 10,847 (3} 148,300
Drummondville 10,555 5 124,400
Edmonton 93,817 10 524,100
Fort William . U Bl 404585 4 109,900
T T E gL 1 T S, 1 m757 i (x)
Fredericton .. 10,062 4 172,600
Galt . Hia d B 15,546 6 151,300
Glace Bay ...... 25,147 P (x)
2Rl A P P S 14,197 15 100,600
oy (= He, . 25,273 (3 247,300
halifax : 70,488 18 737,300
Hamilton .. 166,857 41 1,774,700
Gl . . S&, 947 € <14, 900
Joliette .. 12,749 4 184,300
Jonquiére ... 13,769 | (x)
Kingston 30,126 10 375,500
Kitchener 35,657 16 ¥85 ,300
Lachine 20,051 B 168,800
Lethbridge 14.61& I5) 165,000
Lévis 11,991 2 (x)
London 78,264 &7 1,116,100
Medicine Hat . 10,571 2 =)
kioncton 22 4768 6 229,200
Montreal 904, 007 98 7,245,000
licose Jaw 20,754 <) 73,000
New Westminster 21,967 5 260, 00C
Nisgera Falls 20,589 6 214,600
North Bay . 15,599 5 120,000
Oshawa 26,813 7 232,200
Ottawa 154,951 29 1,054,200
Outremont 30,751 ok (x)
Owen Sound 14,002 6 218,600
Pembroke T e W 11,159 4 119,500
Peterborough ....... 25,350 7/ 300,100
Port arthur 24,426 7 161,300
Prince Albert 12,508 3 72,500
Quebec 150,757 44 142995586
Regina 58,245 8 326,400
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Table z.-~bpecialty Shoe Stores-Number of Stores end Value of Sales, in places

of 10,000 Population and Over, 1941 - (Concl'd)

(Men's, women's and family slice stores combined)

o= o= e e S e~ ————— - - g

City or Town Population Nﬁmber ot Total
1941 Stores Sales
$

bLt. Boniface . JLis RS/ A - -
ool C8tharines . vev . 30,3275 9 435,800
ot Eyacidnthe | ... 17,798 7 58, 100
St. Jean . 15,646 8 155,500

SO CECHIE 4o nd s 11,349 2 {(x)
SRRt Johny . oul - 51,741 13 494,100
St. Thomas 17a132 8 242,800
sarnia 18,734 6 172,800
Suskatoon A 45,027 8 £94 ,500
sault Ste. Marie 25,794 10 294,700
Shawinigan Falls 20,586 4 151,900
siierbrooke 55 5965 8 256,700
sorel 14, 250 8 162,500
wtratford 17,038 ) 86,000
SRNTTRI Y Wiy s .9 m w3 32,208 7 234,600
avduey ....... 28,305 4 215,900
Thetfora liines Ligg 26 5] 26,700
Tinmins 28,790 5 158,900
Toronto 667,457 185 5., 758500
Trois Rivitres 42,007 7 348,400
Taupro 1 10 a72 4 107,900
Valleyfield 1% E0e 4 95,500
Vancouver 475,368 515) 2,069,600
Verdun . 67,549 15 472,200
Victoria 44 068 18 544,900
welland 125500 1.6 221,500

westmount . 26,047 il (x)
Windsor, Ontario 108, 611 13 1,089,500
winnipeg, 221,960 £4 1,259,600
woodstock 12,461 8 145,200

An (x) indicates that figures are withhela to avoid disclosing the results of
indiviaual firms

—- ———- =t A e —
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Table 5.-~Ketail celes of rFootwear Through All Types of Ketail Outlets, by Provinces, 1941

———

-~ - -

! |
shoes and lien's . women's Childrens* Rubbers | R
Province other foot-| and boys' |end misses'|ana infants! and :
footwear
wear lotel shcee shoes shoes Overshoes
Ll el i ] 3 3 3 Tt
CANADA(l) .. .. 95,339,900 | £29,040,400] 36,560, 2C0 7,395,100 | 14,862,900 | $,4€E1,300
Prince Edward Island 625,500 ©26,100 180,000 49,900 131,0C0 36,300
Nova Scotia 4,883,100 | 1,845,900 1,437,700 369,900 951 ,80C 77,800
New Brunswick $,684,200 1,083,300 1,209,300 307,300 838,600 235,760
quebec 21,879,300 6,250,200 8,176,200 1,745,800 4,478,800 | 1,250,900
OOEETHlo. v+ umege=-" -a 56,209,000 | 10,940,C00] 15,504,300 2,511,200 5, 059,606 1251988 908
Manitoba . 7.754,500 2, &75.,900 3,055,000 1,019 160 985, 700 418,800
Saskatchewan 5,594,100 1,661,400 2,106,600 557,600 1,051,800 256,700
Alberta 5%05) ;600 1,746,400 1,902,500 407,100 714,800 £80,800
British Columbisa 7,476,200 25919 ,800 £.970,400 441,500 598,700 545,800

(1) Includes Yukon and Korthwest Territories
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Table €.--Percentage Distribution of Footweer Sales by Kinds of Business,
Cansde und its Economic Ares £ 1941

Commodity end Kina of Business Canada ;;zizigzs Quebec Ontario Piig;;:is gziE;:?a
; 7 2 S p ;

Men's and boys' shoes

S T TEE ... neva-ida b e 100,00 100.00 1CC.00 10C. 0O 1C0.0C 1C0.0C
Country general stores ..... C14.24 10.36 14.98 7.69 ol .3l 7T
Department stores anc mail order houses or offlces . £1.46 116,748 15.92 19.59 31 .47 &9 .36
General merchandise and dry goods stores . 1. 94 2a92 2.93 0 64 $.02 1 36
ken's clothing or clothing end furnishkings stores 9. .27 20.27 6.26 9.75 8.54 $.69
Men's furnishings stores ¥ - b , 1.51 OL%2 3.82 0.69 0.91 1.67
ken's hat stores : v 0.02 = = 0.05 = =
Custom tailors and maue-to-neasure clothlng 0.0z = 0.09 = 0.0l =
Femily clothing stores Fi-a | T ?.82 | 15.07 &.89 7.16 4.85 5092
Hen's shoe stores ... : . 3.14 | GNS6 1.8 4.71 1.74 Boolf
Women®s shoe stores . 0.16 | = O Ollk 0.40 - =
Family shoe stores P , . 40 .40 ; 55 .58 44 .99 49.28 17.34 4£.58
Fur treding posts . , OLba § = C.z4 0.24 G.8l | 0.44
Wiormen's. and misses® shoes

Totel, #11 Stores 2 : 1CC .00 10066 .1 10000 10C.00 1C0.00 100.00
Country general stores . . ¢ -4C 6.60 5,43 Fab0 15 .64 4.87
Lepartment stores ana mail order houges or offices Ol 35.5& 25.65 - PG 42.50 S 55
General merchandise and ary goods stores : 2Lk 1,18 1.68 0.56 1.66 1.69
Variety stores . _ W : TRl 2+ 8l 0.85 bl 0.85 1.39
Family clothing sStOres .. ...c...--voocceuwneuo s 4.8z L0l 5.56 5.59 5.56 £.45
Women's ready-to-wear stores « 5 - 0.5 | = 0.31 0.71 0-41 0.98
e s SN0 IBLOTEE < .n.cous s snesiannin: ‘ . ) 1498 = 4,57 4 06 5.54 14.85
D=1l DLTTARES L5 o e S e S S e © 49.&0 43 .74 57 .99 59,76 28.06 36 .39
Children's and infants® shoes i

LU LR T T 100.00 10C.C0 100.C0 100.00 100.00, i 108,00
Country general stores . - 1%.85 11 G 11,91 7.05 a1l Y.
Department stores and msil order houses or offices $8. 67 o6 .64 z0.14 $0.16 64 28 50.26
General merchandise and dry goods stores ..... ... DD Zudé 2.63 (0/8y74¢ S$.44 4.15
b e 0.5 Leo? L0 ¥ 0.32 -
Fanlly clBENERG SEOTES Sc it v e rvmr: reneses s Pl G o2 2 4], 5«79 BLUE5 4.87 6.59
Infents' and children‘s wear stores N R . 4 0.08 = = 0.06 = 0.16
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Table 6 -~-Percontage Listribution of Footwear Sales by Kinds of Business;

Ceneda anu its Heconomic Areas, 1941. (Concld)
P = m— .~ E ‘eritime ] Prairie British
Commodity anc Kinc of Business Cans&ds s il Quebec Ontario T Columbis
% | % % % % %
Children‘s and infants‘ shoes - (Cincld) a
lien‘s shoe stores 0.10 | C.08 0.07 C.22 0.01 -
liomen's shoe stcres 0:19 a3 - 0.47 0.14 <
Family shoe stores 48.65 39+ 99 58.786 53529 4.835 1057
Rubbers and oversiioes
Total, All Stores 10C 60 100 .00 106.00 100,00 100.00 100.00
Country general stores I 1Byl 1659l 15413 47.05 29.50
Department stores and mail order houses or offices 28,83 S2)g81 15«69 35.95 52.91 29569
General merchandise and dry goods stores $.05 SR07 4. 10 1358 4.30 Sl
Variety stores 13128 2.36 L on 1.48 0.87 =
Family clothing stores 782 11 74 7.33 7.49 6.98 8.92
ifen’s shoe glores 0:25 0.04 0512 0.43 0409 1wl
Vomen's shoe stores 0.62 = 0.80 0.73 8571 1252
Family shoe stores 95426 28.86 54 .26 38.91 5.40 25.28
Fur trading posts ;02 o 0.38 0.52 1.69 Pz E L)
All other footwear, slippers ete §
Total, A1l Stores 100 00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 10C.00
Country general stores 12,86 19.48 808 6.05 29.33 8,83
Departucut stores and mail order houses or offices man | 2785 23.78 34,55 43.99 32.52
General merchandise and ury goods stores Lall | 1 .53 Sale C.80 {568 IR
Variety stores : : e il 1651 4R 6.85 6.40 1.69
Family clothing stores 775 | 8.8z 8.21 €. 06 7 .58 5.38
Men's shoe stores @34 g .07 » 0.22 Bu0] 1 ] 0.18 0.38
Women's shoe StOoresS .+ e s vuseu. b wars % 0.48 | = 0.30 0.54 | 0.16 | 1.67
Family shoe stores | LTI T 56.07 | 26 94 48.39 41.82 | 8.75 | 42.56
Sporting goods stores ... : TP P - = 0.85 ! = - 0.80 i - 5. 3859
1 |
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